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Paymaster-General  --.-•--  Right  Hon.  Edward  John  Staklet. 

Master  General  of  the  Ordnance  -    -    -  Lord  Vivian. 

Attorney-General     •••----  Sir  Thomas  Wilde, 
Solicitor-General  *-•----- 

IRELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant  -•-.----  Earl  Portescue. 

Lord  Chancellor  --.-----  Lord  Campbell. 

Chief  Secretary  •---••--  Viscount  Morpeth 

Attorney-General     -•--•--  Right  Hon.  David  Richard  Pigot. 

Solicitor-General      -------  Richard  Moore,  Esq. 

SCOTLAND. 

Lord  Advocate    --------  Andrew  Rutherfurd,  Esq. 

Solicitor-General  .-.--•-•  Thomas  Maitl  and,  Esq. 

HOUSEHOLD  APPOINTMENTS. 

Lord  Steward      --------  Earl  of  Errol. 

Lord  Chamberlain    -•-•---  Earl  of  Uxbridgb. 

Master  of  the  Horse      ------  Earl  of  Albemarle 
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THE  CABINET. 


First  Lord  of  the  Treasury      ....  Right  Hon.  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Bart. 

Lord  Chaoceilor     ..-..--  Lord  Lyndhurst. 

President  of  the  Council   .....  Lord  WHARKCiirFB. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty    -    «    -    -  Earl  of  Haddington. 

Lord  Privy  Seal      .......  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Home  Secretary      .......  Right  Hod.  Sir  James  Graham^  Bart. 

Foreign  Secretary -    -  Earl  of  Aberdeen. 

Colonial  Secretary Lord  Stanley. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Control     -    -  Lord  Ellen  borough. 

Secretary- at- War    ..-..-.  ,  Right  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Hardinge. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  -     .     -  Earl  of  Ripon. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer       .     -    -  Right  Hon.  Henry  Goulburn. 

T5  .     r«         1  (Right    Hon.    Sir    Edward    Knatch- 

Paymasier.General (      Iull,  Bart. 

(Without  OfSce.)  Duke  of  Wellington. 

NOT  OF  THE  CABINET. 

Postmaster-General     ------  Lord  Lowther. 

Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  -  Lord  Granville  Somerset. 

First  Commissioner  of  Land  Revenue    -  Earl  of  Lincoln. 

Vice  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  ]       (  Right  Hon.  William  Ewart  Glad- 

and  Master  of  the  Mint    .     -     -      j       (      stone. 

Master  General  of  the  Ordnance       -     -  Right  Hon.  Sir  George  Murray. 

Attorney-General    ..-.---  Sir  Frederick  Pollock. 

Solicitor-General     -    - Sir  William  Webb  Follett. 

# 

IRELAND. 

Lord  Lieutenant     .......  Earl  Db  Grey. 

Lord  Chancellor      .---..-  Sir  Edward  Sugden. 

Chief  Secretary       ....-.-  Lord  Eliot. 

Attorney-General    -..----  Right  Hon.  Francis  Blackburne. 

Solicitor-General    ...    -    ^    -    -  Edward  Pennefather. 

SCOTLAND. 

Lord  Advocate Right  Hon.  Sir  William  Rae,  Bart. 

Solicitor-General    ..----.  Duncan  McNeil,  Esq. 

HOUSEHOLD  APPOINTMENTS. 

Lord  Steward     - .-  Earl  of  Liverpool. 

Lord  Chamberlain  ----.--  Earl  De  Lawarr.  ^^  GoOqIc 

Masterof  the  Horse Earl  of  Jersey.  "" '^  ^ 
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ROLL  OF    THE 

lORDS  SPIRITUAL  AND  TEMPOKAl, 

In    the  First   Session  op   thb    Fourtsbnth  Parliamsnt  op    the    United 
Kingdom  op  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

CORRECTED   TO   THE   EIGHTH   DAY   OF   SEPTEMBER. 


5**  VICTORIA  1841. 


His  Royal  Highness  Ernest  Augustus 
Duke  of  Cumberland  and  Teviot- 
dale.     f  JTui^f  of  Hanover.) 

His  Royal  Highness  Augustus  Fred- 
erick Duke  of  Sussex. 

His  Royal  Highness  Adolphus  Fred- 
erick Duke  of  Cambridge. 

William  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

John  Singleton  Lord  Lyndhurst, 
Lord  Chancellor* 

Edward  Archbishop  of  York. 

Richard  Archbishop  of  Dublin. 

James  Archibald  LordWHARNCLiFFE, 
Lord  President  of  the  Council. 

Richard  Plantagenbt  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham and  Chandos,  Lord  Privy 
Seal. 

Bernard  Edward  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
Earl  Marshal  of  England, 

Edward  Adolphus  Duke  of  Somerset. 

Charles  Duke  of  Richmond. 

George  Henry  Duke  of  Grafton. 

Henry  Duke  of  Beaufort. 

William  Aubrey  de  Vere  Duke  of 
St.  Alban's. 

Francis  Godolfhik  D'Arcy  Duke  of 
Leeds. 

Francis  Duke    of  Bedford. 

William  Spencer  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire. 

George  Duke  of  Marlborough. 

John  Henry  Duke  of  Rutland. 


Alexander  Duke  of  Brandon.  (Duke 
of  Hamilton.) 

William  Henry  Cavendish  Duke  of 
Portland. 

William  Duke  of  Manchester. 
Charles  Duke  of  Dorset. 
Henry  Pelham  Duke  of  Newcastle. 
Hugh  Duke  of  Northumberland. 
Arthur  Duke  of  Wellington. 

Richard  Plantagenet  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham and  Chandos.  (In  another 
place  as  Lord  Privy  Seal.) 

George  Granville  Duke  of  Suther- 
land. 
William  Harry  Duke  of  Cleveland. 

Charles     Ingoldsby     Marquess     of 

Winchester, 
George    Marquess     of     Tweeddale. 

(Elected  for  Scotland.) 
Henry  Marquess  of  Lansdowne. 
George    Ferrars    Marquess    Towns- 

hend. 
James  Brownlow  William  Marquess 

of  Salisbury. 
John  Alexander  Marquess  of  Bath. 
James  Marquess  of  Abercorn. 

Francis  Charles  Marquess  of  Hert- 
ford. 

John  Marquess  of  Bute. 

William  Marquess  of  Thomond.  (Lord. 
Tadcaster)  (Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Brownlow  Marquess  of  ExeterT^^'"^ 
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Spbwcbr  Joshua  Alwtki  Man|tte8s  of 

Northampton. 
Georob  Charles  Marquess  Camden. 
Henry  William  Marq.  of  Anglesey. 
George  Horatio  Marquess  of  Cuol- 

mondeley. 
George  AupusTUS  Francis  Marquess 

of  Hastings. 
Charles  Marquess  of  Ailesbury. 

George  Tiiomas  John  Marquess  of 
Westmeath,     (Elected for  Ireland,) 

Frederick     William     Marquess    of 

Bristol. 
Archibald  Marquess  of  Ailsa. 
John  Marquess  of  Breadalbanr. 
Robert  Marquess  of  Westminster. 
CoNSTANTiNE  {Ienry  Marquessof  Nor- 

MANBY. 

Charles  Cecil  Cope  Earl  of  Liyer- 
POOLf  Lord  Steward  of  the  Household, 

George  John  Earl  Db  Lawarr,  Lord 
Chamberlain  of  the  Household, 

John  Earl  of  Shrewsbury. 

Edward  Earl  of  Derby. 

Francis  Theopiiilus  Henry  Earl  of 
Huntingdon. 

Robert  Henry  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Montgomery. 

William  Earl  of  Devon. 

Thomas  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Berk- 
shire. 

William  Basil  Percy  Earl  of  Den- 
bigh. 

John  Earl  of  Wbstmorbland. 

George  Augustus  Frederick  Al- 
brmarlb  Earl  of  Lindsey. 

George  Harry  Earl  of  Stamford  and 
Warrington. 

George  William  Earl  of  Winchilsea 
and  Nottingham. 

George  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 
Henry  Earl  of  Thanet. 
John  William  Earl  of  Sandwich. 
Arthur  Algernon  Earl  of  Essex. 
James  Thomas  Earl  of  Cardigan. 
George  Earl  of  Carlisle. 
Walter  Francis  Earl  of  Doncaster. 
(Duke  ofBuedeuch  and  Queensberry,) 
Cropley  Earl  of  Shaftesbury. 
Earl  of  Berkeley. 


Montagu  Earl  of  Abingdon. 

Henry  Earl  of  Plymouth. 

John  Savile  Earl  of  Scarborough. 

William  Charles  Earl  of  Albemarle. 

George  William  Earl  of  Coventry. 

George  Earl  of  Jersey. 

John  Earl  Poulett. 

Geouge     Sholto    Earl    of    Morton 

{Elected  for  Scotland.) 
Thomas  Earl  of  Elgin  and   Kincar- 
dine (Elected  for  Scotland,) 
David   Earl  of  Airlie.    (Elected  for 

Scotland.) 
David  Earl  of  Leven  and  Melville. 

(Elected  for  Scotland.) 
Dunbar    James    Earl    of    Selkirk. 

(Elected  for  Scotland,) 
Thomas  John  Earl  of  Orkney.  (Elected 

for  Scotland.) 
Francis  William  Earl  of  Seafield. 

(Elected  for  Scotland.) 
Edward   Earl    of   Oxford    and   Earl 

Mortimer. 
Washington  Earl  Ferrers. 
William  Earl  of  Dartmouth. 
Chas.  Augustus  Earlof  Tankerville. 
Heneage  Earl  of  Aylesford. 
George  Augustus  Earl  Cowper. 
Philip  Henry  Earl  Stanhope. 
Robert  Earl  of  Harborough. 
George  Earl  of  Macclesfield, 
George  Wii«lia»  Richard    Earl   of 

Pom  FRET. 
James  Ear}  Graham.     (Duke  of  Mon^ 

trose,) 
Georgia  Edward  Earl  Waldbgrave. 
Bertram  Earl  of  Ashburnham* 
Charles  Earl  of  Harrington. 
John  Charles  Earl  of  Portsmouth. 

Henry    Richard    Earl   Brooke   and 
Earl  of  Warwick. 

George  Robert  Earl  of  Buckingham- 
shire. 

Charles  William  Earl  Fitzwilliam. 

George  Earl  of  Egremont. 

Francis  Earl  of  Guilford. 

James  Earl  Cornwallis. 

Charles  Philip  Earlof  Hard  wick  e. 

Henry  Stephen  Earl  of  Ilchestbr. 

George  John  Earl  De  Lawarr.    ("fn 
another  place  as  lord  Chamlerlain  o^ 

the  HousehoU.J  ^^^ d'^ 
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William  Earl  of  Radnor. 
John  Charles  Earl  Spencer. 
Henry  George  Earl  Bathurst. 
Arthur  Blundell  San  dtsTrumbull 

Earl  of  Hillsborough.     (Marquess 

of  Downshire.) 
George  William  Frederick  Earl  of 

Clarendon. 
Henry  Earl  of  Aberoayenny. 
Charles  Chetwynd  Earl  Talbot. 
John  Earl  Strange.    (Duke  ofAthoL) 
Ernest    Augustus  Earl    of    Mount 

Edgecumbe. 
Hugh  Earl  Fortescue. 
Edward  Earl  of  Digby. 
George  Earl  of  Beverley. 
David  William  Earl  of  Manseield. 
Henry  John  George  Earl  of  Carnar- 
von. 
CHARLEsCECiLCoPEEarl  of  Liverpool. 

(/«  another  place  as  Lord  Steward  of 

ike  Housekoid.) 
George  Earl  Cadogan. 
James  Edward  Earl  of  Malmesbury. 

Francis  William  Earlof  Charlemont. 

(Lord  Ckarlemoni.)    (Elected  for  Ire- 
land.) 
Stephen    Earl   of  Mount    Cash  ell. 

(Elected  for  Ireland.) 
John    Earl   of   Mayo.      (Elected  for 

Ireland.) 
William  Earl  of  Wick  low.    (Elected 

for  Ireland.) 
George    Charles    Earl    of    Lucan. 

(Elected  for  Ireland.) 
James    Earl     of   Bandon.       (Elected 

for  Ireland.) 
James     Dupai,     Earl    of    Caledon. 

(Elected  for  Ireland.) 
James  Alexander  Earl  ofRossLYN. 
William  Earl  of  Craven. 
Arthur  George  Earl  of  Onslow. 
Charles  Earl  of  Romney. 
Hznry  Thomas  Earl  of  Chichester. 
Thomas  Earl  of  Wilton. 
Edmund   Henry  Earl   of  Limerick. 

(LordFoxford.)  (Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Edward  Earl  of  Powis. 
Horatio  Earl  Nelson. 
Archibald  Earl  of  Gosford.    (Lord 
WorlingkanuJ    (Elected for  Ireland.) 
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Charles  William  Earl  of  Charle* 
viLLE.    (Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Charles  Herbert  Earl  Manvbrs. 

Horatio  Earl  of  Orford. 

Charles  Earl  Grey. 

William  Earl  of  Lonsdale. 

Dudley  Earl  of  Harrowby. 

Henry  Earl  of  Ha  re  wood. 

Gilbert  Earl  of  Minto. 

William  Schaw  Earl  Cathcart. 

James  Walter  Earl  of  Verulam. 

John  Earl  Brownlow. 

William  Earl  of  Saint  Germans. 

Edmund  Earl  of  Morley. 

George  Augustus  Frederick  Henry 
Earlof  Bradford. 

John  Reginald  Earl  Beauchamp. 

Richard  Earl  of  Glengall.    (Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

Thomas  Philip  Earl  de  Grey. 

John  Earl  of  Eldon. 

Edward  Earl  of  Falmouth. 

Richard  William  Penn  Earl  Howx. 

John  Somers  Earl  Somers. 

John   Edward  Corkwallis    Earl  of 
Stradbroke. 

Windham  Henry  Earl  of  Dunraven 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

Charles  William  Earl  Vane.    Cilfar- 
quess  of  Londonderry.) 

William  Pitt  Earl  Amherst. 

John  Frederick  Earl  Cawdor. 

George  Earl  of  Munster. 

William  Earl  of  Burlington. 

Robert  Earl  of  Campsrdown. 

Thomas  William  Earl  of  Lichfield. 

George  Frederick  D'Arcy    Earl   of 
Durham. 

Frederick  John  Earlof  Ripon. 

Granville  Earl  Granville. 

Kenneth    Alexander    Earl    of    Ef- 
fingham. 

Henry  George  Francis  Earlof  Ducib* 

Charles  Earl  of  Yarborough. 

James  Henry  Robert  Earl  Inkes. 
(Duke  of  Roxburghe.) 

Thomas  William  Earl  of  Leicester. 
William  Earl  of  Lovelace. 
Thomas  Earl  of  Zetland. 
George  Earl  of  Aygitl^CoOgle 
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Cbarles   Noel,    Earl   of    Gaikbbo* 

ROUGH. 

William  FitzhardxnoEi  Earl  Fitz- 

HARDINOE. 

Hrhrt  Viscount  Hereford. 

John  Viscount  Arbuthnott.    (Elected 

far  Scotland.) 
James  Viscount  Strathallan.  (Elected 

far  Scotland.) 
Hekrt  Viscount  Bolikobroke  and  St* 

John. 
George  Viscount  Torrington. 
Augustus  Fredbrick  Viscount  Lein- 

8TER.  (Duke  of  Leinster.) 
Henry  Viscount  Matnard. 
John  Robert  Viscount  Sydney. 
Samuel  Viscount  Hood. 
John  Viscount  De  Vesci.    (Elected  for 

Ireland.) 
Hayes  Viscount  Doneraile.    (Elected 

far  Ireland*) 
CoRNWALLis     Viscount     Hawardbn. 

(Elected  far  Ireland.) 
Edward  Jervis  Viscount  St.  Vincent. 
Robert  Viscount  Melville. 
Hsnry  Viscount  Sidmouth. 

Robert    Edward    Viscount    Lorton. 

(Elected  far  Ireland.) 
Warwick  Viscount  Lake. 
George  Viscount  Gordon.    (Earl  of 

Aberdeen.) 
Edward  Viscount  Exmouth. 
Charles  Viscount  Gort.    (Elected  for 

Ireland.) 
John    Hbly    Viscount    Hutchinson. 

(Earl  of  Danaughmare.J 
William  Carr  Viscount  Beresford. 
William  Thomas  Viscount  Clancarty. 

(Earl  of  Clancarty.) 
Staplbton  Viscount  Combermere. 
Charles  John  Viscount  Canning. 
Charles  Viscount  Canterbury. 
John  Viscount  Ponsonby. 

Charles  James  Bishop  of  London. 
Edward  Bishop  of  Durham. 
Chas.  Richard  Bishop  of  Winchester. 
Geo.  Henry  Bishop  of  Bath  &  Wells. 
John  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 
William  Bishop  of  St.  Asafh. 
Christopher  Bishop  of  Bangor. 


Hugh  Bishop  of  Carlisle. 
George  Bishop  of  Rochester, 
Edward  Bishop  of  Llandaff. 
John  Bird  Bishop  of  Chester. 
Richard  Bishop  of  Oxford. 
James  Henry  Bishop  of  Gloucester, 

and  Bristol. 
Henry  Bishop  of  Exeter. 
Joseph  Bishop  of  Ely. 
Charles  Thomas  Bishop  of  Ripon. 
Edward  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 
Edward  Bishop  of  Norwich. 
Thomas  Bishop  of  Hereford. 
George  Bishop  of  Peterborough. 
James  Bishop  of  Lichfield. 
CoNNOP  Bishop  of  St.  David's. 

Philip  Nicholas  Bishop  of  Chiches- 
ter. 

Henry  Bishop  of  Worcester. 
Charles  Bishop  of  Meath. 
Charles  Bishop  of  Kildare. 
Stephen  Bishop  of  Cashel. 

William     Lennox    Lascelles    Lord 

Db  Ros. 
Jacob  Lord  Hastings. 
George  Edward  Lord  Audley. 
Peter    Robert    Lord    Willoughby 

D'Eresby. 
Thomas  Lord  Dacre. 
Henry  Charles  Lord  Maltravers. 
Charles  Rodolph  Lord  Clinton. 
Thomas  Lord  Camoys. 
Thomas  Miles  Lord  Beaumont. 
William  Lord  Stourton. 
Henry  Lord  Berners. 
Henry  Peyto  Lord  Willoughby  De 

Broke. 
George  Lord  Vaux,  of  Harrowden. 
Henry  Lord  Paget. 
St.    Andrew    Beauchamp   Lord    St. 

John  of  Bletso, 
Charles  Augustus  Lord  Howard  de 

Walden. 
George  Harry  Lord  Grey  of  Groby. 
William  Francis  Henry  Lord  Petre. 
Gregory   William   Lord    Saye   and 

Sele. 
Henry  Benedict  Lord  Arundell  of 

Wardour. 
John  Lord  Clifton.  (EarlqfDarnley.) 


▼I 

Joseph  Thaddeus  Lord  Dormer. 
Henry  Francis  Lord  Tetnhah. 
George  William  Lord  Stafford. 
George  Anson  Lord  Byron. 
William  Lord  Ward. 
Hugh    Charles    Lord    Clifford    of 

ClIUDLEIGH. 

James  Ochok  car  Lord  Forbes.  (Elected 

for  Scotland.) 
Alexander    George   Lord  Saltoun* 

(Elected  for  Scotland.) 
Charles  Lord  Sinclair.    (Elected  for 

Scotland.) 
John    Lord    Colville    of     Culross. 

(Elected  for  Scotland.) 
Eric  Lord  Rea  y.  (Elected for  Scotland.) 
John  Lord  Rollo.  (Elected for  Scotland.) 
Edmund  Lord  Boyle.    (Earl  of  Cork 

and  Orrery.) 

Thomas  Robert  Lord  Hay.  (Earl  of 
Kinnoul.) 

DiGBY  Lord  HiDDLETON. 

Frederick  John  Lord  Monsov. 

Henry  Lord  Montfort. 

George  William   Frederick   Lord 

Bruce. 
Frederick  Lord  Ponsonby.    (Earl  of 

Bessborongh.) 
George  John  Lord  Sondes. 
Nathaniel  Lord  Scarsdale. 
George  Lord  Boston. 
Henry  Edward  Lord  Holland. 
Henry  Frederick  John  James  Lord 

LovEL  and  Holland.    (Earl  of  Eg- 

mont,) 

George  John  Lord  Vernon. 

John  Douglas  Edward  Henry  Lord 
SuNDRiDGE.     (Duke  of  Argyll.) 

Edward  William  Lord  Hawke. 

Thomas  Henry  Lord  Foley. 

George  Talbot  Lord  Dynevor. 

Thomas  Lord  Walsinoham. 

William  Lord  Bagot. 

Charles  Lord  Southampton. 

Fletcher  Lord  Grantley. 

George  Lord  Rodney. 

John  Lord  Carteret. 

William  Lord  Berwick. 

JoHK  Lord  Sherborne. 

Henry  James  Montagu  Lord  Mon- 
tagu. 
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Henry   Lord  Tyrone.    (Marquea  qf 
Waterford.) 

HEN.LordCARLETON.  (EarlqfShonmm.) 
Edward  Lord  Suffield. 
Guy  Lord  Dorchester. 
George  Lord  Kenyon. 
Richard  Lord  Braybrooke. 
George  Augustus  Lord  Fisherwick. 

(Marquess  of  Donegal.) 
Archibald  Lord  Douglas  of  Douglas. 
Henry  Hall  Lord  Gage.  (Vise,  Qa^e.) 
Edward  Thomas  Lord  Thurlow, 
George  William  Lord  Lyttleton. 
HENRYLordMENDiF.  (Yi9CouniCl\fdm.) 
Francis    Lord    Stuart    of    Castls 

Stuart.    (Earl  qf  Moray.) 

Randolph  Lord  Stewart  of  Garlies 

(Earl  of  GaUoway.) 
James    Thomas     Lord    Saltbrsford. 

(Earl  of  CourtownO 
George  Alan  Lord  Brodrick.    (Vis* 

count  Midleton.) 
George  Lord  Calthorpe. 
John  Lord  Rolle. 
Richard  Lord  Wellesley.  (Marquess 

Wellesley.) 

Robert  John  Lord  Carrinoton. 
Henry  William  Lord  Bayvino. 
William  Powlett  Lord  Bolton. 
William  Lofd  Lowthbr 
John  Lord  Wodehouse. 
John  Lord  Northwick. 
Thomas  Atherton  Lord  Lilford. 
Thomas  Lord  Ribblesdale. 
John  Lord  Fitzgibbon.  ( Earl  qf  Clare.) 
Edward    Wadding    Lord   Dunsant, 
(Elected for  Ireland.) 

Cadwallader  Davis  Lord  Blayney. 
(Elected  for  Ireland.) 

John    Lord    Carbbry.     (Elected  far 

Ireland.) 

Henry  Lord  Parnham.    (Elected  for 
Ireland.) 

Robert  Lord   Clonbrock.     (Elected 
for  Ireland.) 

Edward  Lord  Crofton.    (Elected  fbr 
Ireland), 

Hevrt  Lord  Dunally.    (Elected  fitr 

Ireland.) 

Henry     Francis      Seymour     Lofd 
Moore.    (MarquH$  qf  Droghnks,) 
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John  LoVTVit  Lord  Loftus.    (MurqnHs 

ofJSfy.) 
Jottir  L6nl  C AnygfrOHT.  (Earl  of  Cnrys- 

fori.) 
William  Lord  AltavlbV. 
Geoaob  Lord  AsBRCtioMBY. 
John  Thomas  Lord  RbdBsdaIB. 
George  Lord  Rivers. 
Edward  Lord  fiiLEirBOROtroit. 
Arthur  MoTSEsWiLLiAM  Lord  Sandys. 
QbouoB  JaiiBs  Lord  Ardbk. 
Georob  Augustus  Frederick  Ciias. 

Lord  Sheffield.    (Earl  qf  Shqffield,) 
David  Montagu  Lord  Erskine. 
Howe    Petbr    Lord    Mont    Eaolb. 

(Marquess  qfSligo.) 
Archibald  William  Lord  Ardrossan. 

(Earl  of  EgUntoun.) 
James   Lord    Lauderdale.    (Earl  of 

Lauderdale.) 
George  Arthur  Hastings  Lord  Gra- 

NARD.     (Earl  qf  Oranard.) 
HuNOBBFORD  Lord  Cr£we« 
Alan  Leoob  Lord  Gardner. 
Thomas  Lord  Manners. 
John   Lord  Hopbtovn  and    Niddhy. 

(Earl  ofHopotoun.) 
Richard  Lord  Castlbmainb.  (Ele€ted 

for  Ireland.) 
Thomas  Lord  Lynedoch. 
Rowland  Lord  Hill. 
Jambs    Andrew      Lord     Dalhousie. 

(Earl  of  Dalhousie.) 
Gborgb  Lord  Meldrum.     (Marquess 

of  Huntly.) 
G eorg e  Lord  Ross.    (Earl  of  Olasgow.) 
William    Willouohby    Lord   Grin- 
stead.     (Earl  of  BnniskUlen,) 
EdmI^nd  HbItrt  Lord  Foxrono.    {In 

another  place  0$  Earl  of  Limerick.) 
Francis  Almbric  Lord  Churghiil* 
William  Lord  Mblbournb.   (  Vieeouni 

Melbourne.) 
William  Oboh^b  Lord  Harris. 
Algernon  Lord  Prudhob. 
ChaHlbb  Lord  Colchester^ 
JoMtr  WiLtiAH   Robert    Lord    Ker. 

(Marq^sB  af  Lothian.) 
ttkAniett  ^AftAAmtt  Ldrd  MiNi^tfiit, 

(MatftiiH  Cmyngham.) 
S^nit  t/fti  Ormondb.     (Marfuess  qf 

Ormwide.) 


Francis    Chartbriii   WbmtIB    Lord    I 

Wemyss.  I 

Robert  Lord  Glanbrabsil.    {Earl  qf 

Roden,) 
Robert   Lord    Kingston.     (Earl   of 

Kingston.)  \ 

Edwari)  Michael  Lord   Silchesteb. 

{Earl  of  Longford.) 
Georgb  AbGustUB  FfcBDERick  John 

Lord  Glen  LYON. 
William  Lord  MARtBORbU^H. 

Thomas  Henry  Lord  Oriel.  (Viscount 
F^rtard.) 

Thomas  Henry  Lord  Ravensworth. 
TiiomaS  Lord  Delamere. 
John  George  Weld  Lord  Forbster. 
John  James  Lord  RAYLEioHi 

Ulysses  Lord   Downes.    (Elected  for 
Ireland.) 

Nicholas  Lord  BbxlBy* 
Robert  Francis  Lord  Gifford. 

Percy  CLiNTOtf  SYDUBt  Lord  Pens- 
H  u RST.    (  Vieeount  Strangfbrd.) 

William    Lord  Tadcaster.     {In  an* 
other  place  as  Marquess  of  Thomond,) 

Ulick  John  Lord  Sombrhill.    {Mar^ 

quess  of  Clanricarde.) 
Jambs  Lord  WiGAN.  {EarlofSalcarres.) 
Thomas    Lord    Ranfurly.     {Earl  of 

Ranfurly.) 
George  Lord  De  Tablet. 
James  Archibald  Lord  Wharncliffe. 

(In  another  place  as  Lord  President  of 

the  Council. J 
William  Lord  Feversham. 
Charles  Rose  Lord  Seaford. 

John   Singleton    Lord   Lyndhurst 
{In  another  place  as  Lord  Chancellor^) 
3AM1.8  Lord  Fife.     {Earl  of  Fife.) 
John  Henry  Lord  Tenterden. 
William  Con  yngham  Lord  Plunket. 

Thomas  Lord  Mblros.     f^^^  qfHad* 

dington.J 
Henry  Lord  Cowley. 
Charles  Lord  Stuart  de  Rothesay. 
William  Lord  Hettesbury* 
ArchibaId     John    Lord    Rosebery. 

(Earl  of  Roeekery.) 
Richard  Lord  ClaHWIlliam.    (Earl 

of  Clanwilliam.) 
Edwabd  Lor^SjI^ltAtEMn^^ie 
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Thomas  Lord  Wallace. 
William  Draper  Lord  Wyhford. 
Henry  Lord  Brougham  and  Vaux. 

William  George  Lord  Kilmarkock. 

CEarl  of  ErroU.J 
Arthur  James  Lord  Finoall.    {Earl 

ofFingalL) 
Charles  William  Lord  Seftok.  {Earl 

ofSefton.) 
Nathaniel  Lord  Clements.     {Earl  of 

Leiirim,) 
George  William   Fox  Lord  Rossie, 

(Lord  Kinnaird.J 
Thomas  Lord  Kenlis.    (Marquess  of 

Headfort.) 
John  Chambre  Lord  Chaworth.  {Earl 

ofMeath.) 
Alexander  Edward  Lord  Dun  more. 

{Earl  of  Dunmore.) 
George  James  Lord  Ludlow.     {Earl 

Lftdlow.J 
Robert  Montoombrt  Lord  Hamilton. 

{Lord  Belhaven  and  Stenton,) 
John  Hobart  Lord  Howden. 
William  Lord  Panmurb. 
George  Warwick  Lord  Poltimore. 
Edward  Prtce  Lord  Mosttn. 
Hknrt  Sfbncer  Lord  Templemore. 
William  Lewis  Lord  Dinorben. 
Valentine  Browne  Lord  Cloncurrt. 
James  Lord  De  Saumarbz. 
Francis  Godolphin  Lord  Godolphin. 
LuciusLordHuNSDON.  {Vise, Falkland.) 
Charles  Callis  Lord  Western. 
Thomas  Lord  Denman. 
John  William  Lord  Duncannon. 
William  Lord  Fitzgerald. 
James  Lord  Abinger. 
Philip  Charles  Lord  Db  L'Isle  and 

Dudley. 

Alexander  Lord  Ashburton. 
Charles  Lord  Glenelo. 
Edward  John  Lord  Hatherton. 
John  Lord  Strafford. 


Archibald  Lord  Worlinoham.    (In 

another  place  oj  Earl  of  Oorford.) 
Charles  Christopher  Lord  Cottbn- 

ham. 
Henry  Lord  Langdale. 
Edward  Berkeley  Lord  Portmam. 
Thomas  Alexander  Lord  Loyat. 
William  Lord  Bateman. 
Francis  William  Lord  Charlemont. 

( In  another placeasEarl  of  CharUmont.) 
Anthony     Adrian     Lord     Kintorb. 

(Earl  of  Kintore.) 
Cornelius  Lord  Lismore.    (Vtsamnt 

Lismore.) 
Warner  William  Lord  Rossmore* 
Robert  Shapland  Lord  Carew. 
William  Francis  Spencer  Lord  Db 

Mauley. 
John  Lord  Wrottesly. 
Charles  Lord  Sudeley. 
Paul  Lord  Methuen. 
Frederick  James  Lord  Beauvalb. 
Richard    Wogan    Iiord     Furnival* 

{Lord  Talbot  ofMalahide.) 
John  Thomas  Lord  Stanley  of  Al« 

DERLEY. 

Henry  Lord  Stuart  db  Decies. 

Chandos  Lord  Leigh  of  Stoneleigb. 

Paul  Beilby  Lord  Wenlock. 

Charles  Lord  Lurgan. 

Nicholas  William  Lord  Colborne. 

Arthur  Lord  De  Freyne. 

Jambs  Lord  Dunfermline. 

Thomas  Lord  Montbagle  of  Brandon. 

John  Lord  Seaton. 

John  Lord  Kbane. 

Charles  Lord  Sydenham. 

John  Lord  Campbell. 

John  Lord  Oxenfoord.  {Earl  of  Stair.) 

Valentine  Lord  Kenmarb*    {Earl  of 

Acnnuure*) 
George  Hamilton  Lord  Ennxshowbn 

and  Carrickfbrous. 
Richard  Hussey  Lord  Vivian. 
Henry  Brooke  Lord  Congleton. 

Mem. — According  to  tlie  Usage  of  Parliamentf  when  the  House  appoints  a  Select 
Committee,  the  Lords  appointed  to  serve  upon  it  are  named  in  the  Order  of  their 
Rank,  beginning  with  the  Highest;  and  so,  when  the  House  sends  a  Cammitiee 
to  a  Conference  with  the  Commons,  the  Lard  highest  in  Rank  is  called  first,  and 
the  rest  go  forth  in  like  Order :  But  when  the  Whole  House  is  called  over  for  any 
Purpose  within  the  House,  or  for  the  Purpose  qf  proceeding  forth  to  Westminster 
Halt,  or  upon  any  public  Solemnity,  the  Call  begins  invariably  with  the  Junior 
Baron.  ^  ^^^^^ 
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Abinodon. 
Thomas  Daffield. 

An  DOVER. 

Ralph  Etwall, 
Hod.  William  (Paget)  Lord 
W.  Paget. 

Anglesey. 
HoD.WilliamOwen  Stanley. 

Arundel. 
HoD.HeDryGraoville(How« 
ard)  Lord  Fitzalan. 

ASHBURTON. 

William  Jardioe. 

AsHTON-UNDER-LlNE. 

Charles  Hindley. 

Aylesbury. 
John  Baillie  Hamilton, 
Rice  Richard  Clayton. 

Banbury. 
Henry  William  Tancred. 

Barnstaple. 
Frederick  Hodgson, 
Hontagne  Oore. 
Bath. 
Hon.  Adam  (Duncan)  Vis- 

connt  Duncan, 
John  Arthur  Roebuck. 

Beaumaris. 
Frederick  Paget. 

Bedford. 
Frederick  Polhill, 
Henry  Stuart. 

fiEDFORDSHIRE. 

Hon.  John  Hume  (Cust) 

Viscount  Alford, 
William  Astell. 

Berkshire. 
Robert  Palmer, 
Philip  Pusey, 
Rt.  boD.  WUliam  Keppel 

Yiacoont  Barrington. 


Berwick-ufon-Tweed. 
Richard  Hodgson, 
Matthew  Forster. 

Beverley. 
John  Towneley, 
James  Weir  Hogg. 
Bewdley. 
Sir  Thomas  Edward  Win- 
nington,  bt. 

Birmingham. 
George  Frederick  Muntz, 
Joshua  Scholefield. 

Blackburn. 
William  Feilden, 
John  Hornby. 

Bodmin. 
Charles  Crespigny  Vivian^ 
Hon.    John    (Towushend) 
Earl  of  Leicester. 
Bolton-le-Moors. 
Peter  Ainsworth, 
John  Bowring. 

Boston. 
John  StudholmeBrownrigg, 
Sir  James  Duke,  knt. 

Bradford. 
John  Hardy, 
William  Cunliffe  Lister.* 
Brecknockshire. 
Thomas  Wood. 

Brecknock. 
Charles  Morgan  Robinson 
Morgan. 

Bridgenorth. 
Thos.  Chariton  Whitmore, 
Sir  Robert  Pigot,  bt. 
Bridoewater. 
Henry  Broadwood, 
Thomas  Seaton  Forman. 


•Dead. 


Bridport. 
Henry  Warburton, 
Thomas  A  lezander  Mitchell. 

Brighton. 
George  Richard  Pechell, 
Isaac  Newton  Wigney. 

Bristol. 
Philip    William     Skynner 

Miles, 
Hon.  Francis  Henry  Fitz- 
hardinge  Berkeley. 
Buckingham. 
Sir  Thomas  Francis  Fre- 

mantle,bt., 
Sir  John  Chetwode,  bt. 

Buckinghamshire. 
SirWilliam  Laurence  Young, 

bt., 
Caledon  George  Dn  Pr^, 
Charies  Robert  Scott  Mur- 

ray. 

Bury. 
Richaid  Walker. 

Bury  St.  EdmundV. 
Hon.    Frederick    William 

(Hervey)  Earl  Jermyn, 
Rt.  Hon.  Charles  (Fitzroy) 

Lord  C.  Fitzroy. 
Calne. 
Hon.  Henry  (Petty   Fitz- 

maurice)  Earl  of  SheU 

bume. 

Cambridge. 
Hon.  John  Henry  Thomas 

Manners  Sutton, 
Sir  Alexander  Cray  Grant. 

Cambridgeshire. 
Hon.  Eliot  Thomas  Yorke, 
Richard  Jefferson  Eaton, 
John  Peter  Allix, 
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Cambridoe(Umiversity) 
Rt.  hon.  Henry  Goulbiirn, 
Hod.  Charles  Ewan  Law. 

Canterbury. 
Hon.  George  Percy  Sydney 

Smythe, 
James  Bradshaw. 
Cardiff. 
John  Iltid  Nicholl. 
Cardigan. 
Pryse  Pryse,* 
John  Sandrett  Harford.* 

CardioansiiIre. 
William  Edward  Ppwell. 

Carlisle. 
Philip  Henry  Howard, 
William  M^rshnll. 

Carmarthen. 
David  Morris. 

Carmarthenshire. 
Hon.    George    Rice    Rice 

Trevor, 
John  Jones. 

Carnarvon. 
William  Bulkeley  Hughes. 

Carnarvonshire. 
Hon  .Edward  Gordon  Doug- 
las Pennant. 
Chatham. 
Rt  hon.  George    Stevens 


Byng. 


;helt£nham. 
Hon.  Craven  Fitzhardinge 
Berkeley. 

Cheshire. 

(NorthMTH  Diviium.J 

William  Tatton  Egerton, 

George  Cornwall  Legh. 

{Southern  Divisian»J 

Sir  Philip  de  Malpas  Grey 

Egerton,  bt., 
John  Tollemaohe. 
Chester. 
Rt.  hon.Robert(Grosvenor) 

Lord  R.  Orosvenor, 
John  Jervis. 

Chichester. 
Hon.  Arthur  (Leonoz)  Lord 

A.  LeniKMc, 
John  Abel  Smith. 

Chippenham* 
Joseph  Neeldt 
Henry  Oeorga  Boldero. 

Chbistchurch. 
Rt.  boo.  Sir  Oeocgt  Henry 
Rose  G,c.B« 

•  Doobto  Rttam* 
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Cirencester. 
Thomas    William    Chester 

Master, 
William  Cripps. 

Clitueroe. 
Matthew  Wilson. 

Cockermoutu. 
Henry  Aelionby  Aglionby, 
Edward   Horsman. 

Colchester* 

Richard  Sanderson, 

Sir  George  Henry  Smyth,bt. 

Cornwall. 

{Ecatem  DivUion.) 

Hon.     Edward     Granville 

(Eliot)  Lord  Eliot, 
William  Rashlei^h. 

{Western  Division.) 
Edward    William    Wynne 

Pendarves, 
Hon.  George  Henry  (Bos- 
cawen)  I^rd  Boscawen. 
Coventry. 
Rt.  hon.  Edward  Bllice, 
William  Williams. 

Cricklade. 

John  Neeld, 

Hon.  Henry  Howard. 

Cumberland. 

{Eoiiem  Division). 

Hon.   Charles   Wentworth 

George  Howard, 
William  James. 

{Western  Divirian.) 
Samuel  Irton, 
Edwftid  Stanley. 

Dartmouth. 
Sir  John  Henry  Seale  bt 

Denbigh. 
Townshend  Mainwaring. 

Denbighshire. 
Hon.  William  Bagot, 
Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynn. 

Dbrbt. 
Edward  Stratt, 
Hon.  John  George  BrabazoD 
Ponsonby. 

Derbtshirk. 
{Northern  Dtvisim.) 
Hon.GeaHcnry  Cavendish, 
William  Evans. 

{Southern  Dtvifton.) 
Edward  Miller  Mandy, 
Charles  Robert  Colvile. 

Dbvixis. 
Thomas      Henry     Sutton 

Sotheran, 
Geofg«   Heaeage    WaHcer 
Heneage. 


ilfem6ers. 

Devon  PORT. 

Henry  Tufnell, 

Rt.hon.  SirGeorgeGrey,  bt. 

Devonshire. 

{Northern  Division.) 

Sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland, 

bt., 
Lewis  William  Buck. 

{SotUliern  Division,) 
Sir   John     Buller     Yarde 

Buller,  bt., 
Hon.    William      Reginald 
(Courtenay)  Vise.  Cour- 
tenay. 

Dorchester. 
Hon.      Anthony      Henry 

Ashley- Cooper, 
Rt.lion.  Sir  James  Robert 
George  Graham,  bt. 
Dorsetshire. 
Hon.     Anthony     (Ashley 

Cooper)  Lord  Ashley, 
Henry  Charles  Start, 
George  Banket, 

DovoR. 
Sir  John  Rae  Reid,  bt., 
Hon.  Edward  Royd  Rice. 

Droitwicu. 
John  Somerset  Pakington. 

Dudlet. 

Thomas  Hawkes. 

Durham. 

{Northtm  Diviiion.) 

Hedworth  Lambton, 

Hon.Henry  Thomas  Liddell. 

{Southsm  Dwition.) 
Hon.   Harry  (Vane)  Lord 

H.  Vane, 
John  Bowes* 

Di/RBAM  (City.) 
Thomas  ColpitU  Graager, 
Robert  Fitxroy. 
Essbx. 
{Nortktm  DMiUm») 
Sir  John  Tyssen  Tyrrell,  bt., 
Charles  Gray  Roand. 

{Southtm  DivMon.) 
Thomas  William  BraoiatOD, 
George  Palmer. 

EvasHAM. 
Hon.  Arthur  Marcus  CeeO 

(Hill)  Lord  M.C.HU], 
Paler  Bortbwfck* 
Exeter. 
Sir  William  Webb  Pollett, 

knt., 
Edward  Divett« 
EyI. 
SirEdSM^|L«JIPil^^ 


FlVSBUKT. 

Thos.  Slingiby  Duncombe, 
TluMiiM  Wakwy. 
Fliht. 
Sir  Richard  Baikeley  WiU 
liam  Bulkel^y,  bt, 

Fl.IIIT8iiIR£. 

Hon.  Edward  Mostjn  Upyd 
Mostyn. 

Frome. 
Thomas  Sh^ppard. 

GATBSnEAP. 

WiHiQin  Hutt. 

Olamougansiuhe* 
Hon.      Edward      Richard 

Wyndham     (Wyndbaro 

Qoin)  viscount  Adare, 
Chrislophsr    Rice    Manse] 

Talbot. 

QLOUCESTBa. 

John  PhillpotSt 
Hon.    Maurice    Frederick 
Fitzhardinge  Berkeley. 

Oloucestehshire. 

(^Eastern  Division.) 

Christopher  William  Cod- 

rincton, 
Hod.  Francis  Charteris. 
{Western  Division.) 
Hon.       George       Charles 
Grantley      Pitzhard  inge 
Berkeley, 
Robert  Blagden  Hale. 

GaAVTHAM. 

Glynoe  Earle  Welby, 
Hop.     Fmderick     J»pcies 

Tollemache* 
Orbbvwich. 
James      Whitley      Deans 

DaodMt 
Edward  George  Barnard. 

Grimsby  (Great). 
Edward  Heneage. 

GUILBFORP. 

Ross  Donnelly  Mangte4, 
Charles  Baring  Wall. 

HaUF4X« 
Edward  Protberoe, 
Charles  Wood. 

HAMMlltRa. 

(Northern  Dwbkm.) 
JU.  boo.  Charlee  Shaw  La- 

fcwef 
Sir  Williaflu  He^theota,  bt. 

(SMiMcni  Drntiom.) 
John  Willis  Flemiagv 
HtQiy  Combtt  Comploo. 
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Harwich. 
John  Attwoody 
William  Beresford. 

Hastiwcs. 
Rt.  bon.  Joseph  Plinta, 
Robert  Hoilond. 

HATBarORDWEST, 

Sir  Richard  Bujkeley  Phi- 
lipps  Philipps,  bt. 
Hblstoit, 
Sir     Richard     Rawllpson 
Vy?yan,  bt, 

Heheford. 
Edward  Bolton  Clive, 
Henry  William  Hobhouse. 

Hsrbfordsiure, 

Kedgwin  Hoskips, 

Thomas  Baskerville  Mypors 
Baskerville, 

Joseph  Bailey. 

Hertford. 

Hon.  Philip  Henry  (Stan- 
hope) viscount  Mahon, 

Hon.  William  Fri^ncis  Cow- 
per. 
Hertforosiiirk. 

Hon.  James  Walter  (Grim- 
ston)  viscount  Grimston, 

Abel  Smith, 

Hon.     Granville     Dudley 
Ryder. 

HONXTOW. 

Hugh  Duncan  Baillie, 
ForsterAlleyneMacGeachy. 

HoasiUM. 
Hon.     Rpbert     Campbell 
Scarlett. 

HUDDERSFIELD. 

William  Rookea  Crompton 
Stansfield. 

Huntingdon. 
Sir  Frederick  Pollock^  knt., 
Jonathan  Peel. 

HUNTIKODOKSHIRE. 

Edward  FeUowes, 
George  Tbornhill. 
Hytiie. 
Stewart  Majoribanks. 

Ipswich. 
Rigby  Wasoo> 
George  Reanie. 

Kehdal. 
Qtorga  William  Wood. 

Kent. 

{Easiem  DiMon.) 

Rt.  hoD.Sir  Edward  Kaatch- 

bulU  bt., 
John  PembertOD  Plumptie. 


MomUri.  ai 

(  Western  Diwision.) 
Sir  Edmnad  Filmer,  bt., 
Hon.    Charles   (Marsham) 
viscoaat  Marsham. 

Kidderminster. 
Riehard  Godson. 

King's  Lynn. 
Hon.  William  George  Fred- 
erick Cavendish  (Ben« 
tinck)  Lord  0.  F,  C, 
Bentinck, 
Rt.  hon.  Sir  Stratford  Can- 
ning, G«q.B. 

KlNGST0N-Ur0N»-Hutli. 

Sir  John  H^omer,  bt,, 
SirWalter  Charles  Jameiybt. 

Knaresborough. 
Andrew  LawsoD, 
William  Busfeild  Ferrand. 

Lambbtb« 
Benjamin  Hawea, 
Rt  Hon.  Charles  Teaayaon 
D*£yncourt. 

Lakcashirb. 

{Southern  Diioision.) 

Rt.  hon.  Francis  (Bgerton) 

Lord  F.  EgertOB, 
Hon.  Richard  Bootle  Wil^ 
braham. 

{Northern  Dtumm.) 
John  Wilson  Patten^ 
Rt.  hon.  Edward  GeofiVey 
(Smith    Stanley)    Lord 
Stanley. 

Lancaster. 
Thomas  Greene^ 
George  Marton. 

Laukceston. 
Rt.  hon.  Sir  Henry  Har* 
dinge,  k.cb, 
Lbbds. 
William  Beckett, 
William  Aldam. 

Lbicbstbr. 
9ir  John  Eastbepe^  bt., 
Wynn  Ellis. 

LEICESTEHSHlHa 

{Northmn  Division.) 

Hon*  Charles  Henry  8o-» 
merset  (Manners)  Lord 
C.  H.  S.  Manners* 

Edward  Basil  Farnham. 
{Soutftem  Division.) 

Hennr  Halford, 

Charles  William  Packe. 
Lbqmiiistbr. 

Charles  Greeaaway* 

James  Wigraau 
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Lkwes. 
Sommers  Harford* 
Howard  Elphinstone. 
Lichfield. 
Sir  George  Anson,  o.cb., 
Hon.  Alfred  Henry  (Paget) 
Lord  A.  H.  Paget. 
Lincoln. 
Charles   De   Laet   Waldo 

Stbthorpt 
William  Rickford  CoIIett. 
Lincolnshire. 
{Paris  o/Kesieven  and 
Holland.) 
Christopher  Tumour, 
Sir  John  Trollope,  bt. 

{JParH  ofLindsey.) 
Hon.     Charles     Anderson 
Worsley  (Pelham)  Lord 
WorslcY, 
Robert  Adam  Christopher. 

LiSKEARD. 

Charles  BuUer. 

Liverpool. 
Hon.  Dudley  (Ryder)  Vis- 
count Sandon, 
Creswell  Creswell. 
London. 
John  Masterman, 
Sir  Matthdw  Wood,  bt., 
George  Lyall, 
Rt.   hon.    John   (Russell) 
Lord  J.  Russell. 
Ludlow. 
Beriah  Botfield, 
James  Ackers. 

Lyme  Regis. 
William  Pinney. 

Ltminoton. 
John  Stewart, 
William  Alex.  Mackionon. 

Macclesfield. 
John  Brocklehurst, 
Thomas  Grimsditch. 
Maidstone. 
Alexander  James  Beresford 

Hope, 
George  Dodd. 

Maldon. 
Quintin  Dick, 
John  Round. 

Malmesburt. 
Hon.  Jas.  Kenneth  Howard. 

M ALTON. 

John  Walbanke  Childers, 
John  Evelyn  Denison. 

Manchester. 
MarkPhiliDS, 
Thomas  Muner  Gibson. 
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Marlborough. 
Hon.     Ernest     Augustus 
Charles(Brudenell  Bruce) 
Lord  E.  A.  C.  B.  Bruce, 
Henry  Bingham  Baring. 
Marlow  (Great). 
Thomas  Peers  Williams, 
Sir  William  Robert  Clay- 
ton»  bt. 

Martlebone. 
Sir  Benjamin  Hall,  bt.. 
Sir  Charies  Napier,  k.c.b. 

Merionethshire. 
Richard  Richards. 

Merthtr  Tydvil. 
Sir  Josiah  John  Guest,  bt. 

Middlesex. 
George  Byng, 
Thomas  Wood. 

MiDHURST. 

Sir  Horace  Beauchamp 
Seymour,  knt. 

Monmouth. 
Reginald  James  Blewitt. 

Monmouthshire. 

Rt.  hon.  Granville  Charles 
Henry  (Somerset)  Lord 
G.  C.  H.  Somerset, 

Charles  Octavins  Swin- 
nerton  Morgan. 

Montgomery. 
Hon.  Hugh  Cholmondeley. 

Montgomeryshire. 
Rt.  hon.  Charles  Watkin 
Williams  Wynn. 
Morpeth. 
Hon.  Edward  George  Gran- 
ville Howard. 
Newark-upon-Trent. 
William  Ewart  Gladstone, 
Hon.  John  (Manners)  Lord 
J.  Manners. 
Newcastle-under- 
Lyme. 
Edmund  Buckley, 
John  Quincey  Harris. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
William  Ord, 
John  Hodgson  Hinde. 

Newport. 
Charles  Wykeham  Martin, 
William  John  Hamilton. 

Norfolk. 
{Etutem  Dwision,) 
Edmund  Wodehouse, 
Henry  Negus  Borroughes. 


(  Western  Diviiion.) 
William  Bagge, 
Wm.  Lyde  Wiggett  Chute 

Northallerton. 
William  Battye  WrighUon. 

Northampton. 
Rt.   Hon.   Robert  Vernon 

Smith, 
Raikes  Currie. 

Northamptonshire. 

(Northern  Division.) 
Thomas  Philip  Maunsell, 
Augustus  Stafford  O'Brien. 

{Southern  Division.) 
William  Ralph  Cartwright, 
Sir  Charles  Knightley,  bt. 

Northumberland. 

(Northern  Division.) 

Hon.  Charles(Bennett)  Lord 

Ossulston, 
Addison  John  Baker  Cress- 
well. 

(Southern  Dtvistbn.) 
Matthew  Bell, 
Savile  Craven  Henry  Ogle. 

Norwich. 
Hon.  Arthur  Richard  (Wel« 

lesley)MarquessofDouro, 
Benjamin  Smith. 

Nottingham. 
Rt.    hon.    Sir  John  Cam 

Hobhouse,  bt., 
Sir  George  Gerard  de  Hoch- 

pied  Larpent,  bt. 

Nottinghamshire. 
(Northern  Division.) 
Thomas  Houldsworth, 
Henry  Gaily  Knight. 

(Southern  Division.) 
Hon.  Henry  Pelham  (Fien- 

nes  Pelham  Clinton)Earl 

of  Lincoln, 
Lancelot  RoUeston. 
Oldham. 
John  Fielden, 
William  Augustus  Johnson. 

Oxford  (City.) 
James  Hanghton  Langston, 
Donald  Maclean. 

Oxf&rdshire. 
Hon.    Montague    (Bertie) 

Lord  Norreys, 
George  Gran? ille  Harcoorti 
Joseph  Warner  Henley. 
Oxford  (University.) 
Thomas  Grimston  Bucknall 

Estcourt, 
Sir  RQ)|QdiH4urq.bc^M« 


IMtof 

PXMBROKB. 

Sir  John  Owen,  bt. 

Pembrokeshire. 
Hon.  John  Frederick  Vaug- 
han  (Campbell)  viscottnt 
Emlyn. 

Penrtn. 
John  Cranch  Walker  Vivian, 
James  Haoway  Plumridge. 

Peterborough. 
Hon.    George  Wentworth 

Fitzwilliam, 
sir  Robert  Heron,  bt. 
Peterspield. 
Sir  William  George  Hylton 
JoUiffe,  bt. 

Plymouth. 
Thomas  Gill, 

Hon.  Hugh  (Fortescue) 
?iscoant  Ebrington. 

POKTEFRACT. 

Hon.  John  Charles  George 
(SaTiUe)  Yisc.  Pollington, 

Richard  Monckton  Milnes. 
Poole. 

Hon.  Charles  Frederick 
Ashley  Cooper  Ponson- 

George  Richard  Philips. 

Portsmouth. 
Rt  Hon.  Francis  Thomhill 

Baring, 
Sir  George  Thomas  Staun- 
ton, bt. 

Preston. 
Sir  Peter  Heskelh  Fleet- 
wood, bt. 
Sir  George  Strickland,  bt. 

Radnor  (New). 
Richard  Price. 

Radnorshire. 
Sir  John  Benn  Walsh,  bt. 

Reading. 
Charles  Russell, 
Hon.  Henry  Charles  (Cado- 
gan)  viscount  Chelsea. 
Reioate. 
Hon.  Charles  Somers  (So- 
mers  -  Cocks)    viscount 
Eastnor. 
Retford  (East). 
Hon.  Arthur  Duncombe, 
Granville  Harcourt  Vernon. 

Richmond. 
Hon.  John  Charles  Dnndas, 
Hon.  William  Nicholas  Rid- 
ley Colbome. 
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RiPON. 

Thomas  Pemberton, 
Rt  hon.  Sir  Edward  Bur- 
tenshaw  Sugden,  knt. 
Rochdale. 
William    Sharroan    Craw- 
ford. 

Rochester. 
James    Douglas    Stoddart 

Douglas, 
William  Henry  Bodkin. 

Rutlandshire. 
Gilbert  John  Heathcote, 
Hon.  William  Henry  Daw- 
ney. 

Rte. 
Herbert  Barrett  Curteis. 

St.  Alban*s, 
George  William  John  Rep- 
ton, 
Rt.  Hon.  William  Earl  of 
Listowel. 

St.  Ives. 
William  Tyringham  Praed. 

Salford. 
Joseph  Brotherton. 
Salisbury. 
Wadham  Wyndham, 
William  Bird  Brodie. 
Salop,  or  Shropshire. 

{Northern  Division.) 
Sir  Rowland  Hill,  bt., 
William  Ormsby  Gore. 
{Southern  Division.) 
Hon.  Henry  (Vane)  Earl  of 

Darlington, 
Hon.  Robert  Henry  Clive. 

Sandwich. 
Sir  Edward  Thomas  IVou- 

bridge,  bt., 
Hugh  Hamilton  Lindsay. 

Scarborough. 
Sir  John  Vanden  Bempde 

Johnstone,  bt., 
Sir      Frederick      William 
Trench,  knt. 
Shaftesbury. 
Hon.  Henry  (Howard)  Lord 
Howard. 

Shefpield. 
John  Parker, 
Henry  George  Ward. 

Shields  (South). 
John  Twizell  Wawn. 

Shorbham  (New). 
Sir  Chas.  Merrik  Burrell, 

bt., 
CharlesQoring. 
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Shrewsbury. 
George  Tomline, 
Benjamin  D'Israeli. 

Somersetshire. 
{Eastern  Division.) 
William  Gore  Langton, 
William  Miles. 

{Western  Division.) 
Thomas  Dyke  Acland, 
Francis  Henry  Dickinson. 

Southampton. 
Hon.  James  (Bruce)  Lord 

Bruce, 
Charles  Cecil  Martyn. 

SOUTIIWARK. 

John  Humphery, 
Benjamin  Wood. 

Stafford. 
Hon.  Swinfen  Thomas  Car- 
negie, 
Edward  Buller. 

Staffordshire. 
{Northern  Division.) 
Jesse   David   Watts    Rus- 
sell, 
Charles  Bowyer  Adderley. 

{Southern  Division.) 
Hn.  Henry  John  (Chetwynd 

Talbot)  vise.  Ingestrie, 
Hon,  George  Anson. 
Stamford. 
Hon.   Charles  Cecil  John 
(Manners)  Marquess  of 
Granby, 
Sir  George  Clerk,  bt. 
Stockport. 
Henry  Marsland, 
Richard  Cobden. 

Stoke-upok-Trevt. 
John  Lewis  Ricardo, 
William  Taylor  Copeland. 

Stroud. 
William  Henry  StantoUi 
George  Poulett  Scrope. 

Sudbury. 
Frederick  Villiers, 
David     Ochterlony    Dyce 
Sombre. 

Suffolk. 

{Eastern  Divisum.) 

Rt.  hon.   John    Henniker 

Lord  Henniker, 
Sir   Charles   Broke  Veie. 

K.C.B. 

{Western  Division.) 
Robert  Rushbroke, 
Harry  Spencer  Wadding- 
ton.  ^(3'^ 
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SUITDKRLANO. 

William  Tborapgon, 
David  Barclay. 

Suft&ET. 

(EasHem  Dinimn.) 
Henry  Kemble, 
Edmund  Antrobua. 

{Weii^m  Dwirion.) 
William  Joi^pb  Denison, 
Jobn  Trotter. 

Sussex. 
{Eastern  Dwision.) 
George  Darby, 
Augustus  Elliott  Fuller. 
{Western  Division.) 
Hon.  Charles  Henry  (Gor- 
don   LennoK)    Earl    of 
March, 
CharN  Wyadbum. 
Swansea. 
John  Henry  Vivian. 
TAVwoaTH. 
Rt.  honf  Sir  Hobert  Peel.bt., 
E4ward  Henry  A'Court* 

Taunton. 
Rt.  bon.  Henry  Labouchere, 
Edward  Tbos.  Bainbridge. 

Tavistock. 
John  Rundle, 

Hon.     Edward      (Russell) 
Lord  £,  Russell. 

TSWKBSBURY. 

William  Dowdeswell, 
John  Martin. 

TsETFoap. 
Hon.     William     Bingham 

Baring, 
Hon.  Hcnry(Pitzroy)£arl  of 

Bustun,* 
Sir  Jaipes  Flower,  bt.* 

Thihsk. 
John  BelU 

TlVBKTON. 

John  Heathcost, 
Uc.     hon.      Henry     John 
Viscount  Palmerston. 

TOTNBSS. 

Hon.    Edward    Adolphus 
(Seymour)Lord  Seymour, 
Charles  Barry  Baldwin. 
TowEa  Hamlets. 
Sir  Wiliian^  Clay,  bt,. 
Charles  Richard  Fox. 

Tavao. 
John  Bnnis  Vivian^ 
Edmund  Turner. 

*  Double  Return. 
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Tynxhouth. 
Henry  Mitcalfs. 

Wakefield. 
John  Holdswprth. 

WALLINGPOaO. 

William    Seymour    Black- 
stone. 

Walsall. 
Robert  Scott. 

WAaEIIAM. 

John  Samuel  Wanley  Saw- 
bridge  Erie  Drax. 

WABaiNGTON. 

John  Ireland  Blackburn. 

WAawicK. 
Sir  Chas.  Eurwicke  Doug* 

las,  knt., 
William  Collins. 

WARWICKSHiaB. 

(Northern  Division.) 
William  Stratford  Dugdale, 
Sir  John   Eardley   Eardley 
Wilmot,  bt. 

(Southern  Division.) 
Sir  John  Mordaunt,  bt, 
Evelyn  John  Shirley. 

Wells. 
William  Goodenoygh  Hay- 

ter, 
Richard  Blakemore. 
Wenlqck, 
Hon.  George  Cecil  W^ld 

Forester, 
Janies  Milnes  Gaskell. 

WESTjiuav. 
Sir  Ralph  Lopea,  bt. 

Westminster. 
John  Temple  Leader, 
Hon.  Henry  John  Rous. 

Westmorelanp. 
Rt.  hon.  William  (Lowther) 

Viscount  Lowther, 
Hon.  Henry  Cecil  Lowther, 
Weymouth  and  Mm- 
COMSE  Regis. 
Hon.     George     Augustus 
Frederick  (Villiers)  Vis- 
count Villiers, 
George  William  Hope, 

WHITaY. 

Aaron  Chapman. 

Whitbhavek. 
Matthias  Atiwood. 

WiGAN. 

Peter  Greenall, 
Thomas  Bright  Crosee. 


itfem&ers. 

Wight,  (Isle  of). 
Hon.  WiUiam  Henry  Ashe 
A'Court  Holmes, 

WiLTQN. 

Hon.  James  Howsrd  (Har- 
ris) Viscount  Fitaharris. 

Wiltshire. 
(Northern  Division.) 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  bt., 
Walter  Long. 

(Southern  Division.) 
John  Benett, 
Hon.  Sidney  Herbert. 
Winchester. 
James  BuUer  East, 
Bickham  Escot. 

Windsor. 
John  Ramsbottom, 
Ralph  Neville. 

Woodstock. 
Frederie  Thesiger. 

Wolverhampton. 
Hon.  Charles  Pelham  ViU 

Ijerst 
Thomas  Tbomely. 

Worcester. 
Sir  Thomas  Wilde,  knt., 
Joseph  Bailey. 

WoRCESTERaUI  RE. 

(Eastern  Division.) 
John  Barneby^ 
James  Arthur  Taylor. 

(Western  Division.) 
Hon.    Henry    Be^pchamp 

Lygon, 
Frederick  Winn  Knight. 
Wycombe  (Chipping). 
Geprge  Henry  Dashwopd, 
Ralph  Bernal. 

Yarmouth    (Great). 
Charles  Edward  Rumbold, 
William  Wilshere. 

York. 
John  Henry  Lowther, 
Henry  Redhead  Yoike. 
Yorkshire. 
(East  Riding.) 
Henry  Broadley, 
Right  hon.  Beaamont  Lord 
Hotbam. 

(West  Riding.) 
Hon.  John  Stuart  Wortley, 
Edward  Deoison. 

(North  Ridifig.) 
Hon.  Wm.  Duqcombe,* 
Edward  Slillingaeet   Cay. 
ley. 

*  Now  Lord  FeTershaon. 


Liiiqf 
SCOTLAND. 

Abe&p^ek. 
Alexander  Bannerman. 

AUBHDSEliSIIiaX. 

Hm«  Wm,  Gordcou 
Argtleshieb. 
Alexander  Campbell, 

AtEs  ^ 
Hon.  Patrick  Jaoaea  Herbert 
(Criclitoo  Stuart)  Lord 
P.  J.  H,  0.  Stuart. 

AYBJEU1XB.E* 

Hon.  James  (Bo^Ie  Carr) 
ViscooAl  Kelburne. 
Banffshire. 
James  Duff. 

BEBVieKlDIRE. 

Sir   Hugh    Purvis    Hume 
Campbell,  bt. 

BuTiaHIRB. 

Rt.  hoa.  Sir  Will.  Rae,  bl. 

CAITHHEaa-EiilRE. 

George  TraiL 

Ceachmavvah  anh 

KiNROa-SHIRES. 

Hon.  Geoig^  Ralpb  Aber- 

crombie* 

CUWAM,  Sic 

£dward  Ellice. 

DUMBARTOHSBIRE. 

Alexander  SaoDett. 

DlTMrRIBSy  &c. 

Wtlliftoi  EvaiL 

Dumfriesshire. 
John  Jamea  Hope  Jobn- 
Btone. 

DVKDEE, 

George  D^noan* 

DYaART  See. 
Rabet i  Feiguaoiu 

Epil^BVRen. 
Rt.  ban,  Tbomas  Babiogr 

ton  Macaulay, 
William  QibspD  Crs^ig. 
Edinburghshire. 
WiAiam  Ramsay  Ramsay. 

Elgin,  &q. 

Sir  Andrew  Leith  Hay.knt. 

Elginshire a^d  Nairne. 

Cbarles  (^eniipv  Cua^ming 

Bruce. 

Fifeshire. 
James  Erskine  Wemyss. 

Forfarshire. 
Hon.  John  Frederick  (Gor- 
don) Lord  J.  F.  Gordon. 
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Fortrosb,  Ac. 
Jamea  Morrison. 

Glasgow, 
James  Oswald, 
Jobn  Dennistoun. 

GREB^'OCK. 

Robert  Wallace. 

Haddington,  &c, 
James  Maitland  Balfour. 
Haddingtonshire. 
Sir  Tbomas  Buchan  Hep- 
burn, bU 
Inverbervie,  &c. 
Patrick  Cbalmers« 

IHVEHKEITBINe,  &C. 

Hon.  Archibald  (Primrci^e) 
Lord  Dalmeny. 

iNVERNEaS&HIRE. 

Henry  Jam^  BaiUie. 

KlNCARDIVBaHIRB« 

Hon,  Hugh  ArbuilmoU. 
Kirkcudbright. 
Alexander  Murray. 

Kirkwall,  &c. 
James  Loch. 

Lanarkshire. 
William  Lock  hart. 

Leith,  &c. 
Rt.  hon,  Andrew  Rulhcf- 
furd. 

Linlithgow,  ^c. 
William  Baird. 

LiNLITHGOWaHIRB* 

Hon.  Charlea  Hope. 
Orkwet  and  Shetland 

SHIRES. 

Frederick  Dundas. 
Paisley. 
Archibald  Hastie. 

Peebleshire. 
William  Foxbea  Mackenzie. 

Perth. 
Rt.  hon.  Fox  Maale. 
Pbrthshirb. 
Henry  Home  Drummond^ 

Rbk?  REW,  4rc. 
Alexandei  Jobnaion. 

REirrRf^wsHiRE. 
Patrick  Maxwell  Stewart. 
Rqs!^  ^vd  Cromartt- 

SHIRES. 

Thomas  Mackenzie. 

Roxburghshire. 
Hon.  Francis  Scott. 

Selkirkshire. 
Alexander  Pringle. 
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Stirlingshire. 
WiUiam  Forbes. 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

David  Dundas. 

WlOTON,  &c. 
Sir  John  MTaggart,  bt. 

WiGTONSHIRE. 

John  Dalrymple. 


IRELAND. 

Antrim. 
John  Irving, 
Nathanial  Atexaader. 

ARMAeil. 

Hon.  Archibald  (Acheaon) 

Viscount  Achoaon, 
William  V^ner. 

ArU AOH  (CiTT.) 

John  DavscMB  Rawdoa. 

AT|l|.0NEii 

George  de  la  Poor  Berea* 
ford. 
Bandon-Br^dge. 
Josepii    Devonsber    Jack* 
son. 

Belfast. 
Jaoi^  Braaraon  Tennent, 
William  QilHlan  Johnson. 

Ca^rxwow. 
Henry  Briien» 
Thomaa  Banborj. 

Carlow  (Borough.) 
Brownlow  Viliiers  Layaid. 

Carrickfergus. 
Peter  Kirk. 

Cashrli,. 
Joseph  Stock, 

Cavak« 
John  YoiiQg, 
Henry  John  Clement^ 

Ci^na. 
William    Nug^pt    M'Na- 

mar^f 
Cqiri^tus  O'Brien^ 

Cl^ONM^L^ 

Rt.    hon«   Dayid   Richard 
Pigot. 

Co^ERAIliE. 

Edward  Litton. 

Cork. 
Daniell  O'Connell,* 
Edmund  Burke  Roche. 

Cork  (City.) 
Francis  Slack  Murphy, 
Daniel  Callaghan. 

*  Returned  also  for  Meaih. 


LUtqf 

DOVEOAL* 

Sir  Edmund  Samuel  Hayesi 
bt, 

Edward  Michael  Connolly. 
Down. 

Rt»  hon.  Frederick  William 
Robert  (Stewart)  Vis- 
count Castlereagh, 

Hon.  Arthur  Wills  Blundell 
Sandys  Trumbull  Wind- 
sor (Hill)  Earl  of  Hills- 
borough. 

DOWNPATRICK. 

David  Stewart  Kerr. 
Drooheda. 
Sir  William  Meridyth  So- 
merrille,  bt. 

DUBLIK. 

James  Hans  Hamilton, 
Thomas  Edward  Taylor. 

Dublin  (City.) 
John  Beatly  West, 
Edward  Qrogran. 

Dublin  (University.) 
Rt.  hon.  Frederick  Shaw. 
Rt.  hon.  Thomas  Lefroy, 
Dundalk. 

Thos.  Nicholas  RedingtOR. 

DUNOANNON. 

Hon.  Thomas  (Knox)  Vis- 
count Northland. 

DUNOARVAN. 

Rt.  hon*  Richard  Lalor 
SheU. 

Ennis. 
Hewitt  Bridgeman. 

Enniskillen. 
Hon.  Arthur  Henry  Cole. 

Fermanagh. 
Sir  Arthur  Brinsley  Brooke, 

bt., 
Mervyn  Archdall. 
Oalway.  ^ 
John  James  Bodkin, 
Thomas  Bamewell  Martin. 

Oalway  (Borough). 
Martin  Joseph  Blake, 
Sir  Valentine  Blake,  bt. 

Kerry. 
Hon.  William  Browne, 
Morgan  John  0*Conneli, 
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KiLDARE. 

Richard  More  OTerrall, 
Robert  Archbold. 

Kilkenny. 
Hon.  Pierse  Butler, 
Oeorge  Bryan. 

Kilkenny  (Borough). 
John  0*Connel1. 

King's  (Count 7). 
Hon.  John  Craven  Westenra, 
Sir  Andrew  Armstrong,  bt. 

KiNSALE. 

William  Henry  Watson. 

Leitrim. 
Hon.  William  Sydney  (Cle- 
ments)   Viscount    Cle- 
ments. 
Samuel  White. 

Limerick. 
William  Smith  O'Brien, 
Caleb  Powell. 

Limerick  (City). 
Sir  Da? id  Roche,  bt., 
John  O'Brien. 

LiSBURN. 

Henry  Meynell. 

Londonderry. 
Sir  Robert  Bateson,  bt., 
Theobald  Jones. 

Londonderry  (City.) 
Sir  Robert  Alexander  Fer- 
guson, bt. 

Longford. 
Luke  White, 
Henry  White. 

Louth. 
Rich.  Montesquieu  Bellew, 
Hon.  Thomas  Vesey  Daw- 
son. 

Mallow. 
Sir  Chas.  Denham  Orlando 
Jephson  Norreys,  bt. 
Mayo. 
Robert  Dillon  Browne, 
Mark  Blake. 

Meath. 
Daniell  0*Connell,* 
Henry  Orattan. 

MONAGHAN. 

Hon.  Henry  Robt.Westenra, 
Evelyn  Philip  Shirley. 

*  Returned  also  for  Cork. 


Members,  in 

Nbwry. 
Hon.  Francis  Jack  (Need- 
ham)    Viscount    Newry 
and  Morne. 
Porta  RLiNGTON. 
Hon.  Oeorge  Lionel  Daw- 
son Damer. 
Queen's  (County). 
Sir  Chas.  Henry  Coote,  bt., 
Hon.  Thomas  Vesey. 
Ross,  (New). 
Hon.  Robert  Oore. 

ROSSCOMMON. 

Fitzstephen  French, 
Denis  O'Conor,  (The  O'Co- 
nor  Don). 

Sltgo. 
Alexander  Perceval, 
William  Richard    Ormsby 
Gore. 

Sligo  (Borough.) 
John  Patrick  Somen. 

TiPPERARY. 

Valentine  Maher, 

Hon.  Robert  Otway  Cave. 

Traleb. 
Maurice  O'Connell. 
Tyrone. 
Ri^hthon.  Henry  Thomas 

Lowry  Corry, 
Hon.    Claud     (Hamilton) 
Lord  C.  Hamilton. 
Watebford.    • 
William  Villiers  Stuart, 
Hon.Robt.Sbapland  Carew, 

Waterford  (City.) 
William  Christmas, 
William  Morris  Reade. 

Westmeath. 
Hugh  Morgan  Tuite, 
Benjamin  James  Chapman. 

Wexford. 
Villiers  Francis  Hatton, 
James  Power. 

Wexford  (Borough.) 
Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  bt. 

WlCKLOW. 

William  Acton, 

Sir  Ralph  Howard,  bt. 

YOUGHALL. 

Hon.  Compton  Cavendbh. 
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HANSARD'S 

PARLIAMENTARY   DEBATES, 

In     thb    First   Session    of    the    Fourteenth 

Pa  RL  I A  ME  NT   OP    THB    UNITED    KiNQDOM    OF    GREAT 

Britain  and  Ireland^  appointed  to  meet.,  at 
Westminster,  19  August,  1841,  in  the  Fifth  Year  of 
THE  Reign  of  Her  Majesty 

QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


FIRST  VOLUME  OF  THE  SESSION. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

Thursday,  August  19,  1841.  » 

MEETING  OF  PARLIAMENT.]  On 
the  House  meeliDg  this  day,  parsu- 
ant  to  the  summoos  for  calling  a  new 
Parliament, 

The  Lord  Chancellor  addressed  their 
Lordships : — My  Lords, — Her  Majesty  not 
thinking  fit  to  be  present  here  this  day  in 
her  Royal  person,  has  been  pleased  to 
cause  a  commission  to  be  issued  under  the 
great  seal  for  the  opening  and  holding 
this  Parliament. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  (namely,  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  the  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe,  the  Marquess  of  Normanby,  the 
Earl  of  Clarendon,  and  Viscount  Duncan, 
non)  having  taken  their  seats,  and  the 
Commons,  headed  by  Mr.  Ley,  the  chief 
clerk,  having  appeared  at  the  bar,  the 
commission  in  the  usual  form  was  read. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said, — My  Lords 
and  Gentlemen,  ^We  have  it  in  command 
from  Her  Majesty  to  let  you  know  that 
yon  shall  hereafter  be  informed  of  the 
cause  of  calling  this  Parliament  together ; 
but  it  being  necessary  that  a  Speaker  for 

VOL.Lh.    {td} 


the  House  of  Commons  should  first  be 
chosen,  you  will,  for  that  purpose,  return 
to  the  place  prepared  for  your  meeting, 
and  there  be  pleased  to  choose  a  Speaker, 
and  present  such  person  whom  you  shall 
so  choose  here  to-morrow,  at  two  o'clock, 
for  Her  Majesty's  Royal  approbation. 

The  Commons  withdrew. 

Prayers  having  been  read  by  the  Lord 
Bayning  (no  Bishop  being  present), 

The  Lord  Chancellor  singly  first  took 
the  oaths  at  the  Table. 

The  certificate  of  the  sixteen  Peers  for 
Scotland  was  read,  a  considerable  number 
of  Lords  took  the  oaths,  and  several  Ro- 
man Catholic  Peers  took  the  prescribed 
oath. 

Henry  Charles  Howard,  Esq.  (Earl  of 
Surrey)  created  Baron  Maltravers,  took 
the  oath  prescribed  for  Roman  Catholic 
Peers.  The  right  hon.  Sir  Richard  Hu»* 
sey  Vivian,  Bart.,  created  Baron  Vivian, 
and  the  right  hon.  George  Hamilton  Chi- 
chester (Earl  of  Belfast),  created  Baron 
Ennishowen,  took  the  oaths. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Sus* 
sex  singly  took  the  oaths. 

Adjourned,   ^.g,.^^,  .^  GoOgk 


Election  of 
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SpeaUr, 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday^  Augu$t  19,  1841. 

Choice  of  a  Speaker.^  Soon  after 
the  House  had  met,  the  CommoDs  were 
summoned  by  the  Gentleman  Usher  of 
the  Black  Rod  to  the  House  of  Peers. 

On  the  return  of  Mr,  Ley,  the  Chief 
Clerk,  and  the  Members  who  accompa- 
nied him,  the  Chief  Clerk  informed  the 
House  that  they  were  to  choose  a 
Speaker,  and  present  him  on  the  morrow 
for  the  approbation  of  Her  Majesty. 

Election  of  Spbakeh.]  Lord  Wors* 
ley  said,  In  obedience  to  her  Majesty's 
commands,  which  we  have  been  just  sum- 
moned to  hear,  I  beg  leave  to  propose  that 
we  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Member 
to  preside  over  our  future  discussions.  This 
duty,  on  our  part,  is  of  high  importance, 
in  order  that  we  may  pursue  our  debates 
upon  questions  of  vast  moment  in  a 
manner  worthy  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  by  selecting  an  individual  who 
may  be  able  to  allay  any  temporary  irrita- 
tion, and  to  check  a  course  of  proceeding 
that  would  naturally  lower  the  House  in 
the  estimation  of  the  country.  I  hope  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whom  I  shall 
propose  to  fill  this  high  office,  will  be 
generally  acceptable  to  those  I  have  now 
the  pleasure  to  address.  I  hope  so,  because 
he  has  already  occupied  that  chair,  and  dis- 
charged the  functions  belonging  to  the  sta- 
tion, I  believe,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  I  am 
sure  if  bon.  Gentlemen,  who  are  new  Mem- 
bers, could  have  witnessed  the  conduct  of 
my  right  hon.  Friend,  or  could  have  heard 
the  testimony  borne  to  that  conduct  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tam- 
worth,  and  by  the  noble  Member  for 
North  Lancashire,  they  would  have  no 
hesitation  in  approving  the  motion  with 
which  I  shall  presently  conclude.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  stands  so  high  !n 
the  estimation  of  the  House,  both  for  his 
private  virtues,  and  for  his  public  conduct, 
that  be  can  need  no  panegyric  of  mine. 
While  he  was  Speaker  in  the  last  Parlia- 
menty  all  who  resorted  to  him  for  assist- 
ance and  advice,  found  the  most  willing 
compliance  with  their  wishes,  and  the 
most  earnest  desire  to  promote  their  ob- 
jects. Those  who  are  acquainted  with  his 
qualifications  will,  I  am  confident,  be 
prepared  to  replace  him  in  the  situation  he 


recently  occupied ;  and  those  new  Mem- 
bers who  have  had  no  personal  experience 
on  the  subject,  may  be  glad  to  listen  to 
the  handsome  expressions  of  the  noble 
Member  for  North  Lancashire,  who  on  one 
occasion  in  the  last  Parliament  said,  that 
^*  the  greater  his  respect  for  the  personal 
character  of  the  Speaker,  the  more  thank, 
ful  he  was  for  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
discharged  his  duties;  he  had  been  elected 
by  one  side  of  the  House^  but  by  the 
scrupulous  impartiality  of  his  conduct,  he 
had  secured  the  hearty  approbation  of  both 
sides."  I  am  glad  to  find  that  I  have 
judged  rightly  in  the  estimate  I  appre- 
hended tl)6  House  had  formed  of  the  qua- 
Ii6cations  and  services  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  I  conclude  that  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  any  hon.  Member  to 
propose  another  person  to  fill  that  chair 
who  has  less  experience,  and  who  pf)8- 
sesses  less  of  the  confidence  of  tho  House. 
I  shall  therefore  have  the  utmost  satisfac- 
tion in  moving,  that  the  right  hon.  Charles 
Shaw  Lefevre  be  elected  our  Speaker,  and 
many  who  hear  me  will  not  have  forgotten, 
that  before  he  was  chosen  to  that  office  in 
the  last  Parliament,  he  had  devoted  much 
attention  to  the  private  business  of  the 
House :  one  of  the  principal  grounds  oh 
which  his  title  rested  was,  that  he  was  on 
this  account  especially  fitted  for  the  situa- 
tion. In  his  capacity  of  Speaker,  h«  subse- 
quently justified  all  the  anticipations  that 
had  been  indulged  regarding  him ;  and  he 
not  only  gave  the  utmost  satisfaction  in 
all  matters  relating  to  private  business, 
but  while  he  adequately  maintained  the 
dignity  of  the  Chair,  he  was  prepared  at 
all  times  to  give  the  fullest  information  to 
every  individual  Member.  The  kindness 
and  courtesy  of  his  deportment  were  ad- 
mitted by  all.  Whenever  the  complica- 
tion of  any  matter  of  private  business 
rendered  it  necessary  to  resort  to  the 
Speaker  fur  advice^  it  was  given  in  a 
manner  which  secured  respect  for  its 
soundness,  while  nothing  could  exceed 
the  readiness  with  which  it  was  commu- 
nicated.  That  right  hon.  Gentleman  is 
still  among  us  ;  and  under  the  convici!on 
that  all  who  hear  me  will  concur  in  the 
opinions  I  have  expressed,  and  in  the  pro- 
posal I  shall  make,  I  beg  leave  to  move,  that 
the  right  hon.  Charles  Shaw  Lefevre  do  take 
the  Chair  of  this  House  as  Speaker. 

Mr.  E.  Duller:  When  the  request  was 
made  to  me  that  I  would  second  the  pro- 
posal of  the  noble  Lordf  I  at  once  assented 
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to  it,  as  a  motion  tbat  met  with  my  entire 
approbation.  I  could  not  refuse  to  lend 
tnv  humble  aid  in  inducing  the  House  to 
adfopt  a  course  which  was  so  obviously 
consistent  with  its  own  credit  and  advan- 
tage. I  feel  that  I  have  no  right  to  shrink 
from  the  task  tbus  imposed  upon  me.  In 
order  to  vindicate  the  claims  of  the  right 
hoQ.  Gentleman,  I  have  only  to  refer  to 
his  conduct  during  the  three  years  that  he 
presided  so  ably  over  our  deliberations, 
when  be  evinced  a  singular  combination 
of  all  the  qualifications  necessary  for  the 
conduct  of  public  and  private  business. 
I  am  called  upon  to  vindicate  his  claims 
before  those  who  (or,  at  least,  a  great  ma- 
jority of  whom)  are  aware  of  the  gieat  at- 
tention he  devoted  to  the  progress  of  pri- 
vate bostness.  However  complicated  were 
the  difficulties,  he  ever  showed  a  clear 
conception  of  the  case,  and  gave  the 
soundest  judgment  for  the  solution  of  the 
perplexity.  He  possessed  the  most  inti- 
mate and  accurate  acquaintance  with  all 
the  forms  of  the  House,  and  he  presided 
Ofer  our  debates  with  the  most  strict  impar- 
tiality, and  with  the  most  unquestionable 
integrity.  He  showed  that  he  entertained 
just  feelings  of  the  importance  of  public 
interests,  with  a  due  respect  for  the  rights 
of  individuals.  The  consequence  was,  that 
as  all  relied  upon  his  impartiality,  all 
bowed  with  willing  submission  to  his  deci- 
sions. Most  of  us  have  witnessed  the 
manner  in  which  he  conducted  himself  in 
the  Chair  with  a  combination  of  urbanity, 
temper,  and  firmness,  and  are  fully  aware 
that  our  choice  could  fall  upon  no  indi- 
vidual  better,  or,  perhaps,  so  well  quali- 
fied for  the  duties  we  are  about  to  im- 
pose upon  him.  We  know  that  he  some- 
times was  called  upon  to  control  the  un- 
ruly passions  of  the  House,  and  we  know 
the  manner  in  which  he  maintained  the 
dignity  of  the  Chair  and  supported  the 
honour  and  character  of  the  House.  1 
am  satisfied  that  he  is  so  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  principles  of  debate 
and  with  the  privileges  of  the  House, 
that  onr  trust  cannot  be  misplaced,  and 
tbat  in  his  bands  all  our  ancient  forms  and 
venerable  usages  will  be  respected  and 
preserved.  If  any  difficulty  should  here- 
after occur,  we  need  not  doubt  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  meet  it  with 
conduct  and  decision,  and  that  he  will 
maintain  the  privileges  of  the  House  for 
the  welfare  of  the  people.  1  feel  the 
greater  satisfaction  in  urging  the  House  to 


re-appoint  the  right  hon.' Gentleman,  be- 
cause I  know  that  its  choice  will  reflect 
honour  and  credit  on  all  parties.  Those 
by  whom  he  was  originally  selected  for  a 
post  of  such  rank  and  importance  will 
have  t!)e  pleasure  of  reflecting  that  their 
confidence  was  fully  justified,  and  that  his 
great  claims  have  been  supported  by  his 
undoubted  merits.  Those  who  opposed 
the  election  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
will  gladly  acknowledge  that  he  has  ac- 
complished more  than  they  anticipated, 
and  the  numerous  party  I  now  see  on  the 
opposite  benches  will  not  be  backward  in 
admitting  his  excellencies.  Depend  upon 
it,  whoever  may  be  called  upon  to  hold 
the  reins  of  Government — whatever  may 
be  the  issue  of  the  present  state  of  aflairs 
— whether  we  shall  witness  a  course  of 
brilliant  successes,  in  removing  restrictions 
and  prohibitions  which  at  present  hamper 
and  cripple  the  industry  of  the  country— 
or  whether  a  diflerent  and  an  injurious 
system  of  policy  shall  be  adopted,  the 
situation  of  our  Speaker  will  be  arduous, 
and  for  this  reason  I  rejoice  that  we  are 
likely  to  elect  an  individual  who  has  not 
only  ability,  but  experience,  and  the  choice 
of  whom  cannot  but  redound  to  the  ho- 
nour of  the  House.  He  is  especially  and 
peculiarly  fitted  for  the  duties  he  will  be 
called  upon  to  discharge,  and  it  will  be 
only  an  act  of  justice  to  afford  him  the 
unequivocal  testimony  of  re-election.  I 
believe  I  have  rather  deviated  from  the 
course  I  ought  to  have  taken  and  meant 
to  take,  but  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  ad- 
dressing the  House,  and  my  error  was  not 
intentional.  I  Will  not  detain  hon.  Mem- 
bers longer  than  to  express  my  hope  that 
on  this  occasion  there  will  be  no  difiFer- 
ence  of  opinion,  and  that,  as  we  are 
unanimous  in  our  estimate  of  the  merits  and 
qualifications  of  Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  we  shall 
be  unanimous  in  our  choice  of  him  to  fill 
the  chair.  Private  business  will  thus  be 
carried  on  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the 
House  will  be  safe  in  the  individual  to 
whom  ft  is  proposed  by  the  noble  Lord  to 
entrust  them.  The  duties  of  Speaker  will 
thus  be  discharged  with  the  utmost  credit 
to  the  individual,  and  the  highest  honour 
to  the  House,  and  with  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage to  the  country. 

Sir  Robert  Peel:  It  is  my  intention  on 

this  occasion  to  act  upon  the  principle  for 

which  1  contended  in  the  year  1835 — and 

upon  which  I  acted  in  the  year  1837,  on 
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the  occasion  of  the  re-election  of  Mr. 
Abercromby  to  fill  the  chair  of  this  House. 
In  conformity  with  that  precedent,  1  shall 
give  my  vole  in  favour  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  whose  re-appointment  has 
been  moved  and  seconded.  I  contended 
for  that  principle  in  the  first  place^ 
because  I  thought  it  most  in  con- 
formity with  precedents  in  the  best 
periods  of  the  history  of  the  country.  In 
1727,  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow  was  elected, 
and  he  continued  in  possession  of  the 
Chair  for  thirty-three  years.  Such  con- 
tinued to  be  the  course  until  Lord  North 
objected  to  the  re-election  of  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton.  In  1784,  after  the  great  struggle 
between  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  and  when 
the  former  had  a  decided  majority,  Mr. 
Pitt  acquiesced  in  the  re-election  of 
Mr.  Speaker  Cornwall.  In  1806,  when 
Lord  Grey  and  Lord  Grenville  became 
Ministers  of  the  country,  and  were  sup- 
ported by  a  large  majority,  they  also  ac* 
quiesced  in  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Abbott. 
In  1831,  soon  after  the  accession  of  Lord 
Grey  to  the  Government,  he  acquiesced 
in  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Manners  Sutton, 
now  Lord  Canterbury;  and  again,  in 
1833.  The  Ministers  supported  his  re- 
election. The  only  deviations  from  this 
course  of  precedents  are  to  be  found  in 
1780»  when  Lord  North  resisted  the  re- 
election of  Sir  Fletcher  Nortoni  and  in 
1 835,  when  the  party  opposed  to  the  Go- 
vernment over  which  I  then  presided,  ob- 
jected to  the  re-appointment  of  Mr.  Man- 
ners Sutton.  I  contended  against  the 
principle  then  advocated  on  the  other 
side.  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  that 
the  person  elected  to  the  Chair,  who  had 
conscientiously  and  ably  performed  his 
duties,  should  be  displaced  because  his 
political  opinions  were  not  consonant  to 
those  of  the  majority  of  the  House.  I  will 
not  farther  refer  to  the  differences  of  opi- 
nion which  then  prevailed,  but  merely 
remind  the  House  that  I  argued  for  the 
same  principle  at  that  time,  which  I  now 
propose  to  act  upon.  Of  course  I  do  not 
mean  to  say,  that  that  principle  ought  to 
be  held  as  an  inflexible  and  invariable 
rule;  it  may  be  perfectly  competent  to 
any  man  to  object  to  a  re-election  on  the 
ground  of  neglect  of  duty,  or  conduct 
which  may  show  an  individual  to  be  in- 
competent to  the  office.  In  a  case  of  that 
kind  I  should  concur  with  those  who  ob- 
jected to  the  re-election.  In  the  present 
case,  I  am  bound  to  say,  that  I  think  the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  has  fulfilled  the  ex« 
pectations  of  his  most  sanguine  supporters ; 
and  has  conducted  himself  in  the  chair  with 
integrity  and  impartiality.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has,  moreover,  given  so  much 
attention  to,  and  manifested  so  intimate  an 
acquaintance  with  that  important  branch  of 
his  duties  connected  with  the  conduct  of 
private  business,  that  he  is  entitled  to  the 
respectful  acknowledgments  of  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  by  his  ability, 
impartiality,  and  integrity,  has  secured 
the  confidence  of  the  House,  and  has 
established,  I  think,  that  moral  influence 
which  is  essential  to  the  due  discharge  of 
his  functions,  and  as  efficacious  in  main- 
taining his  authority  as  any  positive  power 
which  the  situation  confers  upon  him. 
On  these  grounds,  without  farther  ob- 
servations, I  shall  conclude  by  saying, 
that  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  giving 
my  support  to  the  motion  for  the  re-elec« 
tion  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
been  nominated  to  fill  the  Chair. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Charles  Lefevre  being 
unanimously  called  to  the  Chair,  submit- 
ted himself  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre:  I  feel  most  grateful 
for  the  commendations  passed  upon  me 
by  hon.  Members  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  I  am  sure  they  are  far  beyond 
my  merits,  though  not  beyond  my  anxiety 
to  deserve  them.  I  am  greatly  indebted 
to  the  noble  Lord  and  to  my  hon.  Friend 
for  the  highly  flattering  manner  in  which 
they  have  proposed  and  seconded  this  mo« 
tion,  and  alluded  to  my  conduct  in  the 
Chair.  I  am  most  thankful  for  their  appro- 
bation, and  I  regard  it  as  an  ample  reward 
for  all  that  toil  and  anxiety  which  are  in- 
separable from  an  officeof  great  labour  and 
responsibility,  though  of  high  distinction. 
I  regard  it  also  as  the  best  encouragement 
to  future  exertion,  now  I  am  again  called 
upon  to  preside  over  the  discussions  of  the 
House.  Whatever  opinion  I  may  formerly 
have  expressed  as  to  the  difficulties  at- 
tending the  situation  of  Speaker,  they  are 
frequently  much  aggravated  by  the  sud- 
den and  unexpected  manner  in  which  he 
may  be  called  upon  to  discharge  them.  I 
know,  as  regards  the  privileges  of  this 
House,  to  which  my  noble  Friend  has 
alluded,  that  the  maintenance  of  the  rules 
and  orders  of  this  House  depends  much 
upon  the  care  and  vigilance  of  the  Speaker, 
and  I  feel  bound  to  say,  that  the  more 
I  have  become  acquainted  with  those  pri- 
vileges, and  with  their  nature  and  tneir 
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object,  the  more  I  see  the  neceBsity  of 
l^ardiog  them  with  with  the  greatest  jea- 
k>tt8y  agaiDSt  the  least  violatioD.  I  look 
opon  the  rules  and  orders  of  this  House  as 
affording  the  best  guarantee  for  the  dig- 
nity of  our  proceedings,  and  for  the  safe 
and  regular  dispatch  of  the  public  business, 
which  can  alone  secure  the  House  in  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  the  public.  With 
these  views  of  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bility of  the  office  of  Speaker,  I  should 
feel  at  this  moment  unwilling  to  undertake 
so  important  a  trust,  did  I  not  entertain  a 
most  grateful  recollection  of  that  indul- 
gence and  support  which  in  the  last  Par- 
liament was  universally  extended  to  me  by 
Members  on  both  sides  of  the  House.  I 
now  submit  myself  to  the  pleasure  of  the 
House,  in  the  full  confidence  and  reliance 
that,  so  long  as  I  continue  to  conduct  the 
duties  with  fairness  and  impartiality,  a 
similar  support  will  be  given  to  me. 

And  he  was  again  called  to  the  Chair, 
where  standing  on  the  upper  Step, 

He  said,  As  it  has  been  the  pleasure  of 
his  House  to  place  me  a  second  time  in 
this  chair,  I  beg  to  tender  my  humble 
and  sincere  acknowledgments  to  them  for 
having  conferred  upon  me  the  most  dis- 
tinguished honour  that  could  be  awarded 
to  any  Member,  and  I  beg  to  assure  tliem 
that  no  effort  on  my  part  shall  be  want- 
ing to  prove  myself  deserving  of  their 
confidence. 

Lord  /.  Ru89ell :  Sir,  it  now  becomes 
my  grateful  duty  to  congratulate  you  upon 
jour  re-election  to  the  eminent  station  of 
Speaker  of  the  House,  but  I  think  that  I 
should  rather  congratulate  this  House  in 
the  first  place,  that  our  first  act  has  been 
one  on  which  the  House  could  unani- 
mously agree,  and^  in  the  next  place, 
that  we  have  a  Speaker  to  preside 
over  our  debates  who,  whether  in  main- 
taining authority  in  our  public  discus- 
sions, whether  in  assisting  in  the  pri- 
vate business  of  the  House,  or  whether 
regarding  the  preservation  of  our  pri- 
vileges, and  the  rules  and  orders  by 
which  our  proceedings  are  conducted, 
is  eminently  fitted  to  fill  this  higli^  si- 
tuation. I  know,  Sir,  that  you  feef,  as 
all  who  have  studied  the  subject  do  feel, 
that  our  privileges  are  valuable,  not  be- 
cause they  confer  honour  on  this  House, 
but  because  those  privileges  are  valuable 
to  the  people  at  large,  whom  we  are  sent 
here  to  represent;  and  you.  Sir,  have 
shown  by  your  conduct  at  all  times,  that 


while  you  are  ready  to  maintain  our  pri- 
vileges as  important  to  Parliament,  you 
are  also  ready  to  maintain  and  respect  the 
other  parts  of  our  valuable  constitution. 
Sir,  it  has  been  my  happiness  to  agree 
with  you  in  general  political  subjects,  and 
I  was  on  that  ground  ready  to  have  given 
you  my  confidence,  but  I  am  rejoiced, 
that  upon  the  present  occasion  you  are 
not,  as  on  a  former  occasion,  when  your 
conduct  as  a  Speaker  could  not  have  been 
known  by  experience,  proposed  by  one 
party,  but  that  your  election  has  been 
carried  by  both  sides  of  the  House  acqui-  ' 
escing  in  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord, 
the  Member  for  North  Lancashire,  that 
"  if  your  election  were  carried  by  only 
one  side  of  the  House,  your  conduct  in 
the  chair  has  obtained  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  both."  Sir,  I  do  not  now  wish  at 
ail  to  discuss  the  principles  on  which  I 
acted  in  1835,  I  only  wish  to  mention,  to 
prevent  any  misconception,  that  it  was 
not  alone  because  I  thought  upon  that 
occasion  that  the  Speaker  ought  to  be  the 
organ  of  a  majority  of  this  House,  that  I 
opposed  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Manners 
Sutton,  there  were  circumstances    con- 
nected with  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Manners 
Sutton   which,   in   spite  of  his   eminent 
qualifications  for  the  chair,   to  which  I 
bore  my  humble  and  willing  testimony 
with  many  others,  in  spite  of  his  expe- 
rience in  conducting  the  business  of  the 
House,  and  in  spite  of  the  favourable 
opinion  which  every  one  entertained  of 
his  personal  demeanour,  made  it  my  duty, 
as  1  thought,  to  propose  another  person 
for  the  chair,  Mr.  Abercromby,  now  Lord 
Dunfermline.     I  do  not  wish  to  advert  to 
the    circumstances  further  than  to  say, 
that  a  difference  of  political  feeling  was 
not  upon  that  occasion  the  only  ground 
of  opposition.     The  House  will  feel,  that 
it  would  not  be  right  for  me  to  make  any 
further  statement.     I  do  not  wish  to  di- 
minish  my   respect* for  the  manner    in 
which  Lord  Canterbury  conducted  the  bu- 
siness of  the  House,  but  at  th6  same  time 
I  wish  to  prevent  any  misunderstanding 
UDon  the  subject.     I  trust.  Sir,  that  in 
whatever  discussion  and  debates  that  may 
arise,    and    that  whatever    may   be  the 
warmth  of  party  feeling,  your  voice  alone 
will  prevent  all  irregularity,  and  that  as 
we  are  assured  of  the  impartiality  with 
which  you  conduct  yourself,  we  shall  feel 
that  our  own  self  respect,  and  the  dignity 
of   the  House,  will   be  best  shown   by 
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the  Speaker, 


M 


jielding  a  willing  obedience  to  your  deci- 
sions,     i  have,  Sir,  only  left  to  move, 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Friday f  August  20,  1841. 

Approval  of  the  Speaker.]  Thn 
right  hon.  Charles  Shaw  Lefevre,  Sfieakir 
elect,  was  presented,  and  approved  of,  by 
the  Lords*  Corhmbsioners,  by  command 
of  her  Majesty. 

Mr.  Shaw  Lefevre,  accompanied  by  a 
numerous  body  of  Commoners,  having 
come  to  the  Bar,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man said :  My  Lords,  I  am  to  acquaint 
your  Lordships  that,  in  obedience  to  her 
Majesty's  commands,  her  Majesty's  faith- 
ful Commons  have  proceeded  to  exercise 
their  undoubted  right  and  privilege  in  the 
election  of  a  Speaker.  I  have  now  to 
acquaint  your  Lordships,  that  their  choice, 
however  unworthy,  has  falleo  upon  me, 
and  I  now  humbly  submit  myself  to  her 
Majesty's  royal  will  and  pleasure. 

The  Lard  Chancellor:  Mr.  Shaw  Le- 
fevre, we  have  tn  command  from  her 
Majesty  to  assure  you  that  her  Majesty  is 
ftilly  satisfied  of  your  zeal  for  the  public 
service,  and  that  it  is  amply  su^cient  for 
the  discharge  of  the  arduous  duty  imposed 
on  you ;  and  her  Majesty,  therefore,  does 
most  readily  and  fully  approve  of  the 
choice  of  her  faithful  Commons,  and  con- 
firms you  as  their  Speaker. 

The  Speaker  I  My  Lords,  with  most 
profound  gratitude  and  humility  I  bow  to 
her  Majesty's  will  and  pleasure,  expressed 
by  her  royal  confirmation  of  the  choice 
of  her  faithful  Commons ;  and  it  now  be- 
comes my  duty,  in  the  name  and  on  be- 
half of  the  Commons  of  the  United  King- 
dom, to  lay  claim,  by  humble  petition,  to 
the  free  exercise  of  all  their  ancient  and 
undoubted  rights  and  privileges,  and  more 
especially  to  those  of  freedom  of  speech 
in  debate,  freedom  from  arrest  or  molesta- 
tion for  their  persons  and  their  servants, 
free  access  to  her  Majesty  at  all  conve- 
nient times,  whenever  occasion  may  require 
it,  and  that  her  Majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  put  the  most  favourable  con- 
struction on  all  their  proceedings:  and  for 
myself  I  am  anxious  and  most  earnestly 
entreat  that  whatever  error  may  be  com- 
mitted the  blame  may  be  imputed  to  me 


alone,  and  not  to  her  Majesty's  fahfcAii 
Commons. 

The  Lord  Chancellor:  Mr.  Speaker; 
we  have  it  further  in  command  to  inform 
you,  that  her  Majesty  doth  most  readily 
confirm  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which 
have  ever  been  granted  to  or  confirmed 
on  the  Commons  by  herself  or  any  of  her 
royal  predecessors.  With  respect  to  your- 
self. Sir,  though  her  Majesty  is  sensible 
that  you  stand  in  no  need  of  such  assur* 
ance,  her  Muj^'sty  will  ever  put  the  most 
favourable  construction  upon  your  words 
and  actions. 

The  Speaker  and  Commons  retired. 

The  usual  oaths  were  then  taken  by 
several  Peers, 

Adjourned. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Friday,'  Auguet  20, 1 841 . 

Approval  of  the  Speaker.]  The 
Speaker  accompanied  by  Members  present 
proceeded,  having  been  summoned,  to  at- 
tend the  Lords  Comminioners. 

Tire  ^eaker  on  his  return  stated,  that 
the  Hou^e  had  been  to  the  Housevf  Peers, 
where  the  Lords  authorised  by  her  Majesty's 
commission  had  signified  the  Royul  Ap- 
proval of  the  choice  the  House  had  made 
of  a  Speaker.  He  added  that  he  had  then 
claimed  at  the  Bar  all  the  usual  and  un- 
doubted privileges  of  freedom  from  arrest, 
freedom  of  speech,  &c.  ''  I  trust  I  may 
now  be  permitted,"  the  right  hon.  Gentie- 
man  continued, '*again  to  offer  to  the  House 
a  sfiicere  expression  of  my  gratitude  for 
the  honour  h  has  conferred  upon  me.  i 
cannot  pretend  to  tiisdiarge  the  dutjea  of 
the  office  in  which  I  am  placed  with  the 
ability  it  may  require,  but  I  feel  that  I 
shall  constantly  need  the  indulgence  and 
assistance  of  the  House.  Without  that 
assistance  my  best  effort  waH  be  unavailing; 
but  with  It  I  hope  to  be  able  to  coadoct 
the  business  of  the  House  m  a  manner 
satisftictory  to  it  and  beneficial  to  the 
country.  I  have  now  to  remind  the  House 
that  our  first  duty  is  to  proceed  to  take 
the  oaths  prescribed  by  law,  without  which 
Members  cannot  be  qualified  to  take  their 
seats." 

The  Speaker  then  took  the  oaths,  first 
alone ;  and  after  him,  several  other  Mem- 
bers took  the  oaths  in  the  usual  manner. 

Adjourned.  Digitized  by  CjOOQIc 
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ttpVSBS  Of  LORDS  AND  CO&1MON8, 

Saturday 9  August  21,  and  Monday, 
'     AutfuH  23,  ii4U 

Both  Houses  were  excltisi?ely  occupied 
these  iwo  days  in  swearing  in  iheir  re- 
specitre  Meabers, 

Tbe  rifht  lioo«  Sk  Heory  Brooke  Paiw 
ii«lJ,  bart«9  cr.  Baioa  Coogleion,  aod  Sir 
Joha  Campbell,  kt.,  or.  Baron  Campbelli 
took  the  oaths. 

HOUSE     OF    LORDS, 
Tuesdajf,  August  24,  134K 

ll4iitfnM.]  Load  ScoMk^c,  Cr^  Eul  FirtHAsnivoK ;  and 
Lonl  Babham,  Cr.  Earl  of  GArirsfiOROCou,  took  the  oaths. 

Wffi  dcNvned.  tleoUqg  Lord  CAnnntAina  a  Bepn' 
MBUtive  Peer  for  Ireland,  vice  Earl  of  Bklmorb,  d. 

MHi.  lUad  •  tnt  Claie  4~-Bon»ugh  Im|^rov«neiila;  BuiU- 
ings  in  Towoai  Drainage  of  Towna. 

Her  Majesty's  Speech.]  The  Lords 
Commissioners  having  taken  their  places 
tGCording  to  the  «sual  forms, and  the  Com- 
mons having  come  to  the  bar,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  read  the  following  Speech : — 

"  Jfy  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

**  We  are  commfinded  by  her  Ma- 
jesty to  acquaint  you,  that  her  Majesty 
Iwfi  availed  kerself  of  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  resorting  to  yonr  advice 
and  assistance  after  the  dissolution  of 
the  last  Parliament. 

"  II«r  Majesty  continues  to  receive 
from  Foreign  Powers  gratifying  as- 
surattces  of  th*^  desire  to  maintain 
with  her  Majesty  the  roost  friendly 
relations. 

**  Her  Majesty  has  the  satisfaction 
■of  informing  yon,  that  the  objects  for 
which  the  Treaty  of  the  15th  of  July, 
1840,  was  concluded  between  her  Ma- 
jesty, the  Emperar  of  Austria,  the  King 
of  Pmssia,  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
and  the  Sultan,  have  been  fully  accom- 
pliahed,  and  it  is  graftifying  to  her 
Mi^estyto  be  enabled  to  state,  that 
the  temporary  separation  which  the 
measures  taken  in  the  execution  of 
Umt  treaty,  created  between  the  con- 
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tracting  parties  and  France,  has  now 
ceased. 

"  Her  Msgesty  trusts  that  the  union 
of  the  principal  Powers  upon  all  mat- 
ters affecting  the  great  interests  of 
Europe,  will  afford  a  firm  security  for 
the  maintenance  of  peace. 

"  Her  Majesty  is  glad  to  be  able 
to  inform  you,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  evacuation  of  Ghorian  by  the 
Persian  troops,  her  Majesty  has  or- 
dered her  Minister  to  the  Court  of 
Persia  to  return  to  Teherq^i. 

"  Her  Majesty  regrets  that  the  ne- 
gotiations between  her  plenipoten- 
tiaries in  China,  and  the  Chinese  go- 
vernment, have  not  yet  been  brought 
to  a  satisfactory  conclusion,  and  that 
it  has  been  necessary  to  call  into 
action  the  forces  which  her  Majesty 
has  sent  to  the  China  seas ;  but  her 
Majesty  still  trusts  that  the  Emperor 
of  China  will  see  the  justice  of  the 
demands  which  her  Majesty's  pleni- 
potentiaries have  been  instructed  to 
make. 

•*  Her  Majesty  is  happy  to  inform 
you,  that  the  differences  which  had 
arisen  between  Spain  and  Portugal, 
about  tlie  execution  of  a  treaty  con- 
cluded by  those  Powers  in  1835,  for 
regulating  the  navigation  of  the 
Douro,  have  been  adjusted  amicably, 
and  with  honour  to  both  parties,  by 
the  aid  of  her  Majesty's  mediation. 

"  The  debt  incurred  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Upper  Canada,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  public  works,  is  a  serious 
obstacle  to  further  improvements 
which  are  essential  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  United  Province,  Her  Ma- 
jesty has  authorised  the  Governor- 
General  to  make  a  communicatioit 
on  the  subject  to  the  Council  aftd 
Assembly  of  Canada.  Her  M^esty 
will  direct  th^yP^persLtCLbelaid  before 
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you,  and  trusts  that  your  earnest 
attention  will  be  directed  to  matters 
BO  materially  affecting  the  welfare  of 
Canada,  and  the  strength  of  the  em- 
pire. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, 

"  We  have  to  assure  you,  that  her 
Majesty  relies,  with  entire  confidence, 
on  your  loyalty  and  zeal  to  make 
adequate  provision  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, as  well  as  for  the  further  appli- 
cation of  sums  granted  by  the  last 
Parliament. 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
**  We  are  more  especially  com- 
manded to  declare  to  you,  that  the  ex- 
traordinary expenses  which  the  events 
in  Canada,  China,  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean have  occasioned,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  maintaining  a  force  adequate 
to  the  protection  of  our  extensive 
possessions,  have  made  it  necessary 
to  consider  the  means  of  increasing 
the  public  revenue.  Her  Majesty  is 
anxious  that  this  object  should  be 
effected  in  the  manner  least  burden- 
some to  her  people,  and  it  has  ap- 
peared, to  her  Majesty,  after  full 
deliberation,  that  you  may,  at  this 
juncture,  properly  direct  your  atten- 
tion to  the  revision  of  duties  affecting 
the  productions  of  foreign  countries. 
It  will  be  for  you  to  consider  whether 
some  of  these  duties  are  not  so  trifling 
in  amount  as  to  be  unproductive  to 
the  revenue,  while  they  are  vexatious 
to  commerce.  You  may  further  ex- 
amine whether  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection, upon  which  others  of  these 
duties  are  founded,  be  not  carried  to 
an  extent  injurious  alike  to  the  income 
of  the  state,  and  the  interests  of  the 
people. 
**  Her  Majesty  is  desirous  that  you 


should  consider  the  laws  which  rega- 
late  the  trade  in  com.  It  will  be  for 
you  to  determine  whether  these  laws 
do  not  aggravate  the  natural  fluctu- 
ations of  supply,  whether  they  do  not 
embarrass  trade,  derange  currency, 
and,  by  their  operation,  diminish  the 
comfort,  and  increase  the  privations 
of  the  great  body  of  the  community. 

**  Her  Majesty  feeling  the  deepast 
sympathy  with  those  of  her  subjects 
who  are  now  suffering  from  distress 
and  want  of  employment,  it  is  her 
earnest  prayer  that  all  your  delibera- 
tions may  be  guided  by  wisdom,  and 
may  conduce  to  the  happiness  of  her 
beloved  people." 

The  CommoDS  withdrew. 
Adjourned. 

Their  Lordships  re-assembled  at  five 
o'clock. 

Annnsss  in  Answbr  to  thb  Spebch.]] 
Earl  Spencer  rose  to  move  the  AddreaB, 
and  spoke  as  follows:— On  ordinary  ooea- 
sions  it  has  been  considered  the  best  course 
for  persons  in  my  situation  to  avoid  as 
much  as  possible  topics  thai  might  give 
rise  to  the  expression  of  a  difference  of 
opinion,  but  the  present  is  not  an  ordinary 
occasion.  Some  of  the  questions  which  her 
Majesty  has  directdl  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners to  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
Parliament  involve  the  highest  interests  of 
the  country }  they  affect  the  future  pros- 
perity and  stability  of  the  empire,  and  it 
will  be  necessary  for  me  to  enter  somewhat 
more  in  detail  into  the  arguments  on  these 
questions  than  I  should  otherwise  have 
done.  In  the  performance  of  this  duty,  I 
hope,  however,  not  to  detain  your  Lord- 
ships  for  any  great  length  of  time.  There 
are  many  topes  in  the  speech  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  which  will  meet  with  your 
Lordships*  concurrence.  I  am  sure  that 
your  Lordships  will  join  with  me  in  an  ex- 
pression of  satisfaction  that  this  country  is 
m  friendly  communication  with  the  other 
powers  of  Europe.  We  must  all,  too,  feel 
rejoiced  at  the  renewal  of  our  amicable  re- 
lations with  Persia.  On  the  subject  of 
China,  also,  but  one  opinion  is  likely  to 
prevail :  I  admit  that  it  is  a  point  of  great 
difficulty ;  but  I  apprdiend  that  a  great 
majority  of  your  Lorddiips  will  think  that 
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it  was  impOBsiUe  to  avoid  tbe  course  that 
has  heen  taken.  The  matter  is  still  pend- 
ing, and  we  earnestly  hope  that  it  will  he 
brought  to  a  happy  conclusion.  There  are 
other  points  in  the  speech  which  are  highly 
gratifying.  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  find 
that  the  mediation  of  her  Majesty  has 
effected  a  peaceable  adjustment  of  the  dis- 
pute which  had  arisen  between  Spain  and 
Portugal.  What  is  said  respecting  Canada 
is  also  a  subject  of  sincere  congratulatioui 
but  the  matter  is  brought  ^fore  your 
Lorddiips  in  a  shape  which  does  not  call  for 
the  expression  of  a  distinct  opinion;  it 
more  properly  belongs  to  the  House  of 
Commons  I  but  I  am  satisfied  that  your 
Lordships  will  neglect  nothing  by  which 
the  interests  of  those  colonies  may  be  pro- 
motedy  in  order  to  complete  the  union  be-* 
tween  the  two  proyinces,  1  believe,  to  their 
own  great  benefit,  as  well  as  to  the  ad« 
vanoement  of  the  interests  of  the  mother 
eountry.  It  is  impossible  for  me  indivi- 
dually not  to  express  my  great  gratification 
at  the  ability  my  noble  Friend  the  Go« 
vemor-general  has  displayed;  intimately 
as  I  have  been  acquainted  with  him  for 
many  years,  the  success  of  his  great  under- 
taking is  to  me  a  source  of  peculiar  satis- 
faction. The  next  topic  to  which  I  may 
advert  is  the  efifect  of  the  treaty  of  July, 
1840.  We  all  must  rejoice  that  the  ob- 
jeeta  of  that  treaty  have  been  accomplished 
without  involving  Europe  in  war.  For 
myself,  I  confess,  when  I  saw  that  Eng- 
land had  entered  into  a  treaty  with  three 
powers,  to  the  exclusion  of  France,  I  en- 
tertained most  serious  applehensiona.  I 
saw  that  that  treaty  might  result  in  a 
great  national  calamity,  and  I  felt  great 
legnt  that  my  noble  Friend,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  had  entered 
into  it ;  I  was  afraid  that  my  noUe  Friend 
had  abandoned  the  wise  policy  which 
seemed  to  have  guided  the  course  of  his 
administration,  and  which  hitherto  had 
secured  the  peace  of  Europe.  I  must  own, 
however,  that  what,  has  since  appeared— 
the  candid  avowal  of  M.  Thiers  of  what 
was  his  intention — the  unexpected  weak- 
ness of  the  Pacha  of  Egypt,  and,  indeed, 
the  whole  course  of  events,  has  shown  me 
that  I  was  mistaken,  and  that  her  Majesty's 
Ministers  were  in  the  right.  I  am  quite 
leady,  and  not  at  all  disinclined  to  admit 
my  error,  and  I  am  now  most  happy  to 
find  that  we  are  a^n  connected  with 
France  in  a  great  political  union.  Such  a 
mdoD,  and  perfecuy  good  understanding, 
axe  essentaal  to  the  preservation  of  peace  m 


Europe,  and  with  such  a  union  and  good 
understanding,  I  hardly  see  how  peace  can 
be  disturbed.  I  consider  peace  essential  to 
the  prosperity  of  this  country,  and  indeed 
to  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  all 
the  great  powers  of  Europe.  As  long  as 
England  and  France  are  united,  there  is 
little  danger  of  a  European  war.  I  look 
upon  war,  not  only  as  a  ffreat  calamity,  but 
as  a  great  crime.  Not  £at  I  entertain  the 
least  idea  that  this  country  is  not  now  as 
well  prepared  for  war  as  at  any  former 
period  of  her  history,  but  because  I  have  a 
iiorror  of  war,  and  think  nothing  can  jus* 
tify  it  but  the  most  imperative  necessity. 
I  do  not  believe  that  Great  Britain  is  not 
in  a  condition  to  go  to  war.  On  the  con- 
trary, were  it  absolutely  necessary  that  she 
should  commence  hostilities,  I  am  satisfied 
that  she  could  do  so  better  now  than  at 
any  former  period.  True  it  is,  that  the  debt 
of  the  country  has  been  greatly  increased— 
that  the  amount  of  interest  paid  upon  it 
is  larger  than  formerly  |  but,  looking  at 
her  condition  and  at  her  resources,  and 
comparing  her  present  wealth  with  its 
amount  in  1792,  I  am  satisfied  that  her 
wealth  has  increased  in  ereater  proportion 
than  her  debt.  Theretore,  on  every  ac- 
count, I  am  without  fear,  but  at  the  same 
time  I  am  sincerely  rejoiced  that  we  have 
again  formed  a  diplomatic  union  with 
France.  I  have  stated,  that  the  wealth  of 
the  country  has  increased  in  a  greater  pro- 
portion than  her  debt;  but,  m  order  to 
give  this  state  of  thinn  full  effect;  in 
order  that  the  wealth  or  the  country  may 
tell  as  it  ought  on  the  prosperity  of  the 
people ;  that  it  may  tend  to  the  Hghtenine 
of  taxation,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should 
take  into  consideration  the  mode  in  which 
taxes  are  imposed.  It  is  our  duty  to  ascer- 
tain whether  by  some  alteration  and  revi- 
sion we  may  not  make  taxes  press  with 
less  severity  on  the  people  than  at  present. 
I  know  that  it  is  not  agreeable  in  any 
assembly  (but  not  more  disagreeable  to  your 
Lordships  than  to  others)  for  any  one  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  upon  the  ffeneral 
principle  of  taxation ;  but  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Legislature  to  look  at  such  questions. 
In  managing  the  affairs  of  this  country,  it 
must  look  fairly  and  steadily  at  the  princi« 
pies  on  which  commercial  prosperity  must 
be  founded,  and  consider  whether  those 
principles  are  carried  out  by  the  mode  in 
which  taxation  is  imposed.  Our  taxation 
is  now  upon  a  principle  of  restriction.  Un- 
doubtedly of  late  years,  to  a  certain  degree, 
we  have  relieved  the  country  from  restric* 
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lioQs;  but  we  havea  great  deal  mora  to^ 
befiove  we  can  be  jit^ified  Id  saying,  that 
we  have  done  what  vre  can  to  make  tax- 
aUoQ  as  little  burdeDfome  as  possible.  la 
arguing  this  point,  we  do  not  find  that 
any  body  objeets  to  the  general  priodple ; 
all  egree^  and  it  would  be  very  extraor* 
dinary  if  they  did  not  agree^  on  the  general 
principle,  because  the  arguments  in  its 
finrour  am  so  uacontndlcted  and  aalf-evi* 
d»t,  that  it  16  impossible  to  resist  them. 
Therofore  every  one  admits,  that  the  best 
policy  ia  to  give  commerce  its  free  course ; 
not  te  inteneie  with  the  distribution  of 
eapital*  in  older  that  a  man  may  employ 
his  means  in  the  way  he  thinks  best  cdcu- 
Jatod  to  promote  his  interests.  This  has 
h9ea  proved  over  and  over  again  to  be  the 
fceat  «Mde  in  which  the  great  resources  of 
the  eountiy  can  be  appl^.  I  should  not 
be  jnatified  in.  pressing  this  matter  on  your 
XiMdships'  attoDtion,  but  that  we  are 
^ways  8UW  to  meet  with  people  who,  ad- 
mitting the  general  principle,  contend  for 
aome  esoeptions.  I  had  the  honour  many 
fean  ago  of  being  a  Member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
£ueiga  eonmaerce,  on  which  sat  many  able 
and  eiperienced  oomraercial  men.  I  re^ 
saember,  that  all  were  agreedj  that  the 
general  pcindple  I  have  stated  was  wned 
and  just«  provided  the  particular  branch 
of  tntde  in  which  each  happened  to  be  ea* 
gaged  were  not  induded.  1  myself  being 
diswterested,  not  having  any  dung  to  do 
with  isammetot,  fmukd  myself  dlvidi^  with 
different  sections  of  the  coaunittee,  accord- 
ing to  their  individual  interests.  This  is 
always  ^e  oaae;  individuals  tell  us  that 
these  general  principles  are  excellent— in^ 
oonfteovertible;  bat  that  England  is  so 
peculiarly  drcumstaaced  that  they  cannot 
by  applied  to  her  or  to  themu  Now,  what 
is  the  peculiarity  of  her  situation  ?  It  is 
peculiar  in  having  to  pay  the  public  credi- 
tor aa  eaormotts  amount  of  interest  in  the 
-shanj^  of  aa  annuity;  it  is  peooliar  in 
having  to  «dse  by  taxation  an  amount 
equal  to  pay  that  anautty.  There  are 
«ther  peculiarities  to  which  I  will  r^er 
hereaftei;  but  this  is  the  main  peculiarity. 
It  is  aaidy  that  Engiaod  is  so  severely 
taxed,  that  it  is  ia^possible  ht  her  to  com- 
pete with  fiurei^  countries  wiUioot  what 
IS  called  protection.  No  doubt  the  perpe- 
tual annuity  to  the  public  creditor  is  a 
heavy  buiden,  and  that  it  is  most  im- 
portant it  should  be  lightened  9M  much  as 
possiUe.  There  are  two  ways  of  lightmu 
ing  it;  firsts  by  redeeming  that  anauity. 


that  is,  paying  it  off;  or»  aacoadly^  by  an 
increase  of  the  commerce  of  the  countryp 
which  would  be  quite  as  e&ctual.  If  any 
of  your  Lordships  have  granted  an  an- 
nuity, rodeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
debtor^  not  of  the  creditor,  it  is  precisely 
the  same  thing  to  you  whether  the  annuity 
be  paid  off,  or  whether  your  income  is  so 
increased  as  to  enable  you  to  pay  the  in- 
terest without  feeliug  the  pressuee.  I 
have  great  satisfaction  in  reflecting,  that 
at  one  period  of  my  life  I  was  ei^^aged 
with  Mr.  Paaooe  GrenfisU  in  putting  an  end 
to  what  was  at  one  tune  considered  a 
panacea  for  all  the  evils  of  the  country* 
He  laboured  hard  for  many  yean^  but  he 
ultimately  auooeeded  in  prevaiting  uoaey 
being  taken  from  the  pockets  of  the  paoptfiti 
in  order  to  apply  it  to  the  redemptioa  of 
the  perpetual  annuity  to  which  I  have  re^ 
&rred.  He  contended,  that  if  it  were  left 
in  their  podcets  it  would  inciease  te  a 
nuich  larger  amount  than  the  sum  it  was 
empU^ed  to  pay  off.  I  contend^  that  the 
object  of  a  Government  ought  to  be,  by 
increasing  the  wealth  of  the  country*  lo 
increase  the  power  of  the  country  to  pay 
the  annuity  to  the  public  eredttor.  The 
ordinary  rules  of  political  economy  en^aia 
us  to  promote  in  all  ways  the  we]£ue  ct 
the  country  )  but  we  are  at  present  phuad 
in  a  situation  where  it  is  peculiarly  oar 
duty  to  do  all  we  can  to  iaowase  the 
wealth  of  the  country.  We  ought  to  «a- 
deavour,  as  fast  as  we  can,  to  app^r  the  trae 
principle  of  trade,  and  thesehy  to  proaMte 
the  general  interests  of  the  nation.  Wink 
this  view  her  Majes^  has  directed  the 
Lords  Commissioners  to  call  year  attca- 
tioa  to  tins  subject.  During  the  late 
Session  her  Majesty's  Ministers  bm^ghi 
forward  certain  measures  as  a  eommenoe. 
ment  of  the  system :  one  of  their  new 
arrangements  regarded  the  timber  duties. 
On  that  subject,  if  your  Lordships  have 
thought  it  worth  while  to  pay  any  atten- 
tion to  my  conduct,  you  will  he  aware, 
that  the  measure  had  my  eatire  a^piaha^ 
tion :  it  was,  in  &ot|  a  measure  which  I 
had  had  the  honour  of  proposing.  The 
present  Mate  of  the  law  compels  the  peofde 
to  use  worse  timber  at  a  Ugli^  prion. 
I  know  that  some  ten  years  Bgo  k  was 
thought  a  good  q>eculatum  for  persons*  in 
order  to  import  Baltic  timber,  to  carry  ki 
out  in  the  £rst  instance  to  CaiUda*  ConUl 
anything  be  more  absurd  than  to  carry  tim* 
ber  across  the  AUantic  in  order  ^  bring  it 
back  to  Europe?  Yet  su^  was  the  casi^ 
and  the  leasea  was  said  to  be  that  k  gave 
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employittMt  to  Ai^  which  tad  been  nn. 
gaged'  as  tiaasporu  during  the  war,  and 
irerc  bo  oom{^etely  rotten  that  they  eonld 
carry  no  cargo  bat  timber*  I  trint  that 
those  ships  are  now  all  worn  oat>  and  t^t 
we  shall  liear  no  more  of  any  such  argu- 
ment.  What,  then,  would  be  the  eftct  of 
Hie  measure  pinmosed  last  Sessbn }  It 
would  give  people  dke  means  of  selectiHg 
that  species  of  timber  which  is  most  fit  for 
their  use,  and  it  would  besides  increase  the 
revenue.  As  to  the  amount  of  increase,  I 
do  net  intend  to  enter  into  any  calculatioiis 
BOW,  hut  it  is  obvious  that  the  augmentation 
would  be  in  proportion  to  the  increased  con- 
souption  of  a  timber  which  paida  somewhat 
holier  daty.  Neither  would  Canada  tim* 
her  he  excluded,  because  for  a  gresa  number 
of  purposes  it  is  much  to  be  preferred.  On 
the  other  hand,  for  many  other  puiposes, 
didtic  timber  is  the  best,  9Dd.it  is  a  great 
hardship  «pon  people  that  they  AouU  not 
hav«  the  cominodity  they  like  best,  when 
at  the  same  time  it  benefitted  the  reFenne, 
the  material  was  worse,  and  the  revenue 
•aimd.  Another  point  to  vrhaoh  Minis- 
teie  had  direded  die  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment was  the  sugar  duties.  Precisely  the 
same  coune  of  icasoning  applies  to  them, 
only  more  pressingiy,  as  the  amount  wseuld 
he  greater.  At  present  our  laws  tend  to 
eonfine  die  importation  of  su^  to  our 
own  oolonies;  we  vefttse  to  reoave  forein 
sugar,  aud  amongst  the  rest  sugar  from  the 
Staaib.  Tte  treaty  with  die  Breails  is 
now  near  its  expiration,  and  it  is  of  great 
ammtcnoe  to  decide  the  i|uestion  somi  with 
aviewto  the  renewal  of  that  treaty^  Sugar, 
dioo^  not  actoally  a  necessary  of  life,  is 
JKarlyeo;  and.  hy  maintainiog  the  exist-* 
iog  eyalem,  j^n  inerease  the  cast  of  the 
eommodity  most  materially  to  the  middie 
said  bwerolasses.  So  far,  too,  from  bene* 
fitting  the  revenue,  you  are  injuring  it. 
An  objection  has  been  raised  which  would 
have  the  utmost  weight  with  me  if  I 
thought  it  well  founddi.  It  is  said,  that 
to  alter  the  aogar  duties  would  Interfere 
With  the  aceomj^ishment  of  that  great  and 
noble  measure  by  which  slavery  was 
ubelished.  If  this  objection  were  proved, 
I  should  be  the  last  to  consent  to  a  change 
of  the  law  upon  such  terms.  We  may 
lool  back  to  many  glorious  achievements  by 
^is  country  in  war,  arts,  and  literature, 
imt  in  my  mind  to  none  with  so  much  satis* 
faction  as  to  that  achievement,  accomplished 
with  such  unexampled  unanimity,  which 
is  known  as  the  abolitiob  of  slavery.  It 
lit  by  many  years  of  patient 


struggle,  and  by  an  enonmms  peeuuiarir 
sacrifice,  and  liberty  was  setliired  by  it  to  a 
vast  mass  of  our  sufimng  fellow  creatures* 
If  I  thought  tiiere  wafl  &e  least  danger  of 
letardingageneralmanuoiission  of  thenegns 
population  by  the  reduction  of  die  sugar  du» 
ties,  I  coukl  hardly  bring  myself  to  cuiumut 
to  the  measure.  Our  great  experiment  has 
not  succeeded,  and  cannot  be  said  to  have 
soooeeded,  until  we  have  Induced  other 
nations  to  follow  our  example  •— until 
davery  is  abolished,  not  only  in  our  own 
colonies,  but  in  every  country  ef  the  world* 
Surely  no  greater  obstacle  to  the  attain^ 
ment  of  thu  end  can  be  imagined  than  to 
hold  out  to  other  nations  that  the  effect 
upon  us  of  the  abolitiott  of  slavery  has  been 
such,  that  it  is  impossible  for  Great  Britmn 
to  enter  into  competition  with  oomiries 
where  slavery  still  continues.  The  gmieral 
disposition  of  pdlidcal  men  is  to  feUo  w  ex« 
amples,  but  how  can  we  expect  other  go- 
vernments to  imitate  us,  when  we  toil  them, 
in  effect,  that  we  have  done  wrong  as  ie» 
gardsourown  interests,  and  that  we  are 
afraid  rf  admitting  the  sugar  of  cofentea 
wh««  slavery  exists,  because  we  hav« 
abolished  it  in  our  own  ?  The  last  fuestian 
to  which  I  fed  myself  bound  to  refer  is  one 
qsecifically  reoomaended  to  their  attention 
1^  her  Majesty's  speech — the  state  of  the 
law  respecting  the  imp(»tation  of  foreign 
oom.  On  this  subject  the  grossest  auSrepre^ 
seatations  have  been  spre^  abroad  both  on 
one  side  and  the  other.  I  am  mysdf  en« 
drely  dependent  upon  agriculture,  and  I, 
for  one,  can  not  brieve  that  the  price  of 
oorfi  will  fall  in  conaequenoe  of  the  pro* 
posed  chanee,  so  as  to  throw  thousandB  of 
acres  out  of  cultivadon.  Than  this,  in  my 
opinion,  nothing  could  be  more  lamentable, 
but  I  have  no  hesitatioa  in  saying  that  the 
present  Corn-laws  are  no  piotoction  to  the 
farmer.  I  do  not  believe,  thst  by  their 
abolition  die  price  of  com  would  be  mate- 
rially  altered.  The  prioe  must  ulways  ha 
fixed  in  proportion  to  the  expense  incurred 
in  the  cultivation,  and  the  trade  price  must 
he  settled  genendly  by  the  prme  in  this 
country*  It  was  a  complete  mistake  to 
suppose  that  the  wont  lands  would  be 
thrown  out  of  cultivadon,  for  they  could 
only  become  a  barren  waste.  Tim  land 
dirown  out  of  cultivation^  if  any  was> 
would  be  that  aimble  land  whidi  could  be 
turned  into  pasture.  Taking  all  these  things 
intooonsidemtion,  it  isquito  imposstUe  tocon? 
oeive  that  the  price  of  com  would  be  very 
muchdiminidted.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it 
would  not  be^diminished  in  «  small  degree^ 
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but  noibiDg  to  the  extent  which  has  been 
sometimes  lepiesented.  During  the  con« 
tinuance  of  the  present  laws  there  have 
been  11,309,000  qrs.  of  foreign  corn  im. 
ported  into  this  countrj,  and  of  this  only 
IjSOOjOOO  qrs.  were  introduced  when  the 
duty  was  aboye  13s.  Sd.  It  was  not  then 
worth  the  while  of  the  foreign  merchant  to 
import  wheat  into  this  country  unless  he 
could  receive  50^.  a  quarter  clear  of  duty: 
and  this  fact  did  not  contradict  any  theory 
favourable  to  a  repeal  of  the  present  laws. 
It  had  been  stated^  that  in  the  Channel 
Islands  the  average  price  was  41^.;  but  I 
cannot  believe  that  any  large  quantity  could 
be  introduced  into  this  country  at  such  a 
price.  Your  Lordships  need  not  be  under 
any  apprehensions  of  the  eflects  of  the 
change  in  reducing  the  price  of  com.  I 
am  quite  aware  that  the  principle  of  free 
trade  is  not  altogether  pdatable  to  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  their  Lordships ;  but  I 
must  say«  that  I  am  convinced  that  the  time 
will  come  when  the  principle  of  free  trade 
will  become  general.  It  has  generally  been 
my  fate  to  be  in  a  minoritv;  but  I  have 
seen  that  minority  gradually  decrease,  and  I 
feel  confident  that  the  question  of  freedom 
of  trade,  and  of  opening  an  intercourse  with 
other  countries  to  the  greatest  possible  de« 
gree  will  eventually  be  carried.  I  may  be 
askedj  why  I  advocate  the  repeal  of  the 
Corn-laws,  if  the  change  would  not  cause 
an  alteration  in  the  price  f  What  I  want  is 
to  alter  the  price  on  the  continent,  in  order 
that  the  manufacturer  on  the  continent 
maj  be  less  able  to  compete  with  our  ma- 
nufacturer. Opening  the  trade  will  be  of 
great  advantage  to  every  interest  in  the 
country.  It  will  increase  the  prosperity  at 
the  country,  because  there  is  no  doubt  that 
on  the  prosperity  of  the  manufacturer  de* 
pends  in  a  great  degree  the  prosperity  of 
the  agriculturist.  But  what  have  the 
Corn-laws  done  ?  It  is  not  #hen  prices  are 
high  that  persons  enoaged  in  agriculture 
want  any  assistance,  but  when  prices  are 
low.  Under  the  present  ^tem,  however, 
when  prices  are  low,  the  Corn-laws  de^  * 
presi  them  still  more.  I  must  repeat 
that  I  am  quite  aware  that  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  those  whom  I  am  addreteing,  these 
observations  are  not  agreeable;  but,  I  speak 
as  h  landed  proprietor,  as  one  interested  in 
the  produce  of  the  soil,  and  I  do  hope  and 
trust  that  your  Lordships  will  relieve  the, 
affiiculturiit  from  the  unmitigated  evil  of 
the  present  Corn-laws.  The  present  Conu 
laws,  by  their  sudden  changes,  throw  out 
^ch  an  enormous  temptation  to  frauds  in 


forcing  up  the  price  of  com,  that  they  pro- 
duce an  evil  which  could  hardly  be  ex- 
ceeded. The  measures  proposed  by  the 
Govemment,  I  am  confident,  wiU  ulti- 
mately prevail ;  but  I  must  confess  that  I 
feel  deeply  apprehensive  of  the  delay  likely 
to  take  place.  The  country  had  suffered 
already  from  the  long  delay  of  one  gn^t 
measure— the  Catholic  Relief  Bill.  The 
present  state  of  Ireland  was  owing  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  delay  in  passing  that 
measure.  Delay,  too,  will  increase  the 
agitation  which  already  is  at  work  on  this 
Subject.  It  will  increase  the  heat  and  ill- 
feeling  engendered  by  a  long  contest.  If 
their  Lordships  delay  so  long  as  to  drive 
capital  abroad,  they  will  find  it  impossi- 
ble to  retrace  their  steps.  The  prosperity 
of  the  manufacturing  portion  of  the  com* 
munity  will  have  been  destroyed,  and 
will  not  return.  Considering  the  great 
masses  of  our  population  congregate  in 
towns,  and  requiring  increased  means  of 
subsistence,  I  must  say,  that  nothing  can  be 
more  artificial  than  such  a  state  of  society ; 
and  t  hope  and  tmst  that  the  time  is  not 
far  remote  when  the  alterations  which  I 
advocate  will  be  carried  into  effect  The 
House  ought  to  remember  that  when  capi- 
tal diminished  in  a  country,  the  diminution 
rapidly  went  on.  In  concluding,  I  must 
say,  that  I  should  feel  deep  regret  if  the 
House  do  not  agree  to  the  address  which  I 
am  about  to  propose*  With  most  of  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  I  have  long  been  in  the 
habit  of  acting.  I  felt  confidence  in  them 
when  they  came  into  office,  I  feel  sanguine 
as  to  the  policy  which  they  will  pursue, 
And  t  am  glad  to  say,  that  I  feel  every  con- 
fidence in  them  still  I  must  add,  too, 
that  I  feel  stiU  as  deeply  as  ever  my  attach, 
ment  to  the  party  to  which  I  belong.  The 
noble  Earl  then  read  the  following  Ad- 
dress,*— 

Most  Gracious  Sovereion, 
We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutifal  and 
loyal  Subjects,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Tem- 
poral, in  Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to 
ofier  our  humble  Thanks  for  Your  Migesty's 
most  gracious  Speech. 

We  desire  to  express  our  Satisfaction  that 
Your  Majesty  has  availed  Yourself  of  the  ear- 
liest Opportunity  of  resorting  to  the  Adrice 
and  Assistance  of  Your  Parliament  after  the 
Dissotttion  of  the  late  Parliament. 

We  assure  Your  Majesty  thatrwe  are  much 
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T^ced  to  learn  that  Your  Majesty  continues 
to  receive  from  Foreign  Powers  gratifying 
Assurances  of  their  Desire  to  maintain  with 
Your  Majesty  the  most  friendly  Relations. 

We  learn  with  much  Contentment  that  the 
Objects  for  which  the  Treaty  of  July  1840  was 
concluded,  between  Your  Majestyi  the  Empe- 
lor  of  Austria,  the  King  of  Prussia,  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia,  and  the  Sultan,  have  been 
fidly  accomplished ;  and  we  share  in  the  Gra- 
tification with  which  Your  Majesty  is  enabled 
to  state,  that  the  temporary  Separation,  which 
the  Measures  taken  in  execution  of  that  Treaty 
created,  between  the  Contracting  Parties  and 
France,  has  now  ceased.  We  trust  with  Your 
Mijesty  that  the  Union  of  the  principal  Pow- 
ers  upon  all  matters  affecting  the  great  In* 
terests  of  Europe  will  afford  a  firm  Security 
for  the  Maintenance  of  Peace. 

We  participate  in  the  Joy  with  which  Vour 
Majesty  informs  us,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  Evacuation  of  Ghorian  by  the  Persian 
Troops,  Your  Majesty  has  ordered  Your  Min- 
ister at  the  Court  of  Persia  to  return  to  Te- 
heran. 

We  regret  that  the  Negotiations  between 
Your  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries  in  China  and 
the  Chinese  Government  have  not  yet  been 
brought  to  a  satisfiictory  Conclusion,  and  that 
it  has  been  necessary  to  call  into  action  the 
Forces  which  Your  Majesty  has  sent  to  the 
China  Seas ;  but  with  Your  Majesty  we  still 
trust  that  the  Emperor  of  China  will  see  the 
Jnstice  of  the  Demands  which  Your  Majesty's 
Plenipotentiaries  have  been  instructed  to  make. 

We  rgoice  to  learn  that  the  Differences 
which  had  arisen  betwee#Spain  and  Portugal, 
about  the  Execution  of  a  Treaty  concluded  by 
those  Powers  in  1835,  for  regulating  the  Na- 
vigation of  the  Douro,  have  been  adjusted 
amicably  and  with  Honour  to  both  Parties,  by 
the  Aid  of  Your  Majesty's  Mediation. 

We  humbly  thank  Your  Majesty  for  ac« 
quainting  us  that  the  Debt  incurred  by  the 
Legislature  of  Upper  Canada  for  the  Purposes 
of  Public  Wori(s  being  a  serious  Obstacle  to 


further  Improvements,  which  are  essential  to 
the  Prosperity  of  the  United  Province,  Your 
Majesty  has  authorized  the  Governor  General 
to  make  a  Communication  on  the  Subject  to 
the  Council  and  Assembly  of  Canada.  We 
also  thank  Your  Majesty  for  having  directed 
the  Papers  to  be  laid  before  us,  and  we  assure 
Your  Majesty  that  we  will  not  foil  to  direct 
our  earnest  Attention  to  matters  so  materially 
affecting  the  Welfare  of  Canada  and  the 
Strength  of  the  Empire. 

We  beg  to  express  our  entire  agreement 
with  Your  Majesty,  that  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penses which  the  events  in  Canada,  China, 
and  the  Mediterranean,  have  occasioned,  and 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  force  adequate 
to  the  protection  of  our  extensive  Possessions, 
have  made  it  necessary  to  consider  the  means 
of  increasing  the  Public  Revenue ;  we  partici- 
pate in  Your  Majesty's  anxiety  that  this  object 
should  be  effected  in  the  manner  least  bur* 
thensome  to  Your  People ;  and  it  is  our  opinion 
that  we  may  at  this  juncture  properly  direct 
our  attention  to  the  revision  of  Duties  af- 
fecting the  productions  of  Foreign  Countries ; 
we  are  prepared  to  .consider  whether  some  of 
.these  Duties  are  not  so  trifling  in  amount 
as  to  be  unproductive  to  the  Revenue,  while 
they  are  vexatious  to  Commerce;  and  to 
examine  whether  the  principle  of  protection 
on  which  others  of  these  Duties  are  founded, 
be  not  carried  to  an  extent  injurious  alike  to 
the  income  of  the  State  and  the  interests  of 
the  People. 

We  beg  to  state  to  Your  Majesty  that,  in 
obedience  to  Your  Majesty's  expressed  desire, 
we  will  proceed  to  consider  the  Laws  which 
regulate  the  Trade  in  Com,  and  to  determine 
whether  those  Laws  do  not  aggravate  the  na- 
tural iuctuations  of  supply,  whether  they  do 
not  emi)arrass  Trade,  derange  the  Currency, 
and  by  their  operation  diminish  the  comfort 
and  increase  the  privations  of  the  great  body 
of  the  community. 

We  assure  Your  Majesty,  that  we  fiilly 
share  in  the  deep  sympathy  which  Your  Ma- 
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}esty  feets  with  those  of  Tour  Majesty's  Sub- 
jects who  are  now  suffering  from  distress  and 
want  of  employmenty  and  we  fenrently  join  in 
Your  Majesty's  prayer,  that  all  our  delibera- 
tions may  be  guided  by  wisdom,  and  may  con- 
duce to  the  happiness  of  Your  Majesty's  Sub- 
jects. 

The  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  could  as- 
sure the  House  that  he  felt  very  sensibly 
the  difficult  and  disadvantageous  position 
in  which  he  was  placed  in  rising  to  support 
this  Address,  and  how  much  he  stood  in 
need  of  all  their  Lordships'  indulgence  \ 
because  in  following  hia  nqble  Friend  who 
had  moved  the  Address,  wliich  he  wished 
their  Lordships  to  adopt,  his  noble  Friend 
had  adduced  sufficient  reason  on  the  only 
part  of  that  Address  in  which  any  difierence 
of  opinion  could  be  apprehended — suffici- 
ent, at  least,  in  his  mind,  to  induce  any 
calm,  dispassionate  assembly  to  adopt  the 
Address,  and  had,  therefore,  rendered  it 
difficult  for  him  to  adduce  any  new  argu- 
ment; and  also  because  anything  which 
came  from  his  noble  Friend  came  with  so 
much  weight,  not  only  on  account  of  his 
eloquence  and  great  ability,  but  also,  on  ac- 
count of  the  high  position  which  he  held  as 
a  great  landed  proprietor  and  a  great  con- 
stitutional statesman.  He  fdt,  that  in 
touching  upon  any  of  the  topics  referred  to 
by  his  noble  Friend  he  must  appear  tedious 
to  the  House.  He  would  however  endeavour 
to  state  some  of  the  principal  grounds  on 
whii'h  he  hoped  and  trusted  their  Lordships 
would  adopt  the  Address  which  his  noble 
Friend  had  just  read.  Upon  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  Address  he  apprehended  that 
there  would  be  no  difference  of  opinion. 
He  thought  it  must  be  a  subject  of  satisfac- 
tion to  the  House  to  hear  that  her  Majesty 
received  from  foreign  powers  assurances  of 
their  desire  to  maintain  with  her  Majesty 
the  most  friendly  relations;  and  it  must 
also  be  gratifying  to  them  to  learn  that  the 
treaty  which  was  signed  last  year  had  been 
now  fairly  brought  to  an  end.  The  policy 
of  that  treaty  was  discussed  last  year  pretty 
fully  in  the  House,  and  as  it  might  be  said 
to  have  been  pretty  generally  approved  and 
to  have  received  the  sanction  of  Parliament, 
it  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  trou- 
ble the  House  longer  on  this  point,  except 
to  addi  that  it  must  be  very  satisfactory 
for  them  to  see,  that  notwithstanding  the 
difficulties  which  occurred  in  carrying 
that  treaty  into  execution,  the  judicious 
empluyment  of  her  Majesty  s  forces,  and 
the  skill  and  valour  of  those  forces,  com- 


bined with  the  honourable  forbearance,  and 
steadiness,  and  determination  displayed  by 
her  Majesty's  government  and  the  Govern* 
ment  of  Russia,  had  enabled  them  to  ar* 
rive  at  so  speedy  and  satisfactory  a  conclu- 
sion as  had  been  come  to.  It  was,  he  be- 
lieved, a  matter  of  notoriety  that  a  treaty 
had  been  agreed  upon  by  the  parties  to 
the  treaty  of  last  year  and  by  France, 
relative  to  the  navigation  of  the  Darda- 
nelles; but  as  that  treaty  had  not  yet 
been  ratified  it  had  not  been  mentioned  in 
the  speech  from  the  Throne.  The  separa- 
tion of  France  from  the  other  great 
powers  of  Europe  might  therefore  be  said 
to  be  at  an  end.  All  the  doubts  and 
anxieties  which  had  been  excited  in  the 
public  mind  on  this  point,  he  hoped  would 
soon  subside,  and  thus  the  peace  of  £aix>pe 
would  be  further  guaranteed.     The  para- 

fraph  in  her  Majesty's  speech  in  which 
er  Majesty  informs  the  House,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  evacuation  of  Ghorian 
by  the  Persian  ti-oops,  her  Majesty  hud 
ordered  her  Minister  to  the  Court  of  Per- 
sia to  return  to  Teheran,  must  also  be  a 
matter  of  satisfaction  to  the  House,  and 
gave  us  reason  to  hope  that  the  points  still 
to  be  settled  with  the  Shah  would  be 
amicably  .arranged.  On  those  portions  of 
the  Address  which  related  to  foreign  affairs 
it  was  unnecessary  to  trouble  their  Lord- 
ships at  any  length,  because  he  believed 
they  were  all  matters  of  congratulation ; 
but  be  could  not  disguise  from  himself,  that 
there  were  other  points  on  which  his  noble 
Friend  had  dilated  on  which  he  (the  Mar- 
ques of  Clanricarde)  differed  from  many 
noble  Lords  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
and  it  was  only  because  he  had  the  greatest 
reliance  on  their  patriotism,  that  he  could 
hope  that  they  would  accede  to  this  Address. 
This  topic  it  was,  therefore,  unpleasant  for 
him  to  open.  In  fact,  it  was  difficult  for 
him  to  do  so  without  toucbinjg  upon  points 
which  must  be  familiar  to  the  House,  for 
almost  every  thing  had  been  adduced  on 
one  side  of  the  question  or  the  other  by 
authorities  whose  It^nowledge  of  the  best 
principles  of  national  finance,  commerce, 
and  political  economy  gave  them  great 
w^eight.  But  in  maintaining  his  own  opi- 
nion, he  hopd  he  might  say,  if  not  alto- 
gether unbiassed,  his  bias  would  not  be 
suspected  of  prejudice.  The  manufacturing 
interest  and  the  agricultural  interest  had 
disclaimed  any  bias,  but  he  felt  great  dis- 
trust of  such  general  disclaimers,  for  a 
knowledge  of  human  nature  told  us,  that 
when  a  dass  of  individuiJs  had  o  particular 
interest,  their  bias  generally  wentcWIlb 
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their  Interest.  He  begged  leave  to  say; 
ttiat  it  was  not  only  as  one  liaving  the  ho- 
nour of  a  yoice  in  their  Lordships'  delibera- 
tions that  he  advised,  but  as  one  whose 
whole  property  was  involved  in  land,  he 
implored  them  to  accede  to  the  opinions 
expressed  in  the  Address,  advocating  an  al. 
teration  in  the  Corn-laws — laws  which,  in 
his  opinion,  did  moat  injuriously  affect  the 
landed  interest.  He  said,  that  the  landown- 
ers had  the  greatest  of  all  interests  in  the 
com  trade,  and  if  there  was  one  class  more 
than  another  which  had  a  deeper  interest  in 
the  general  tirosperity  of  the  empire,  it  was 
also  the lanoowners.  It  was  directly  proved^ 
that  no  parties  could  so  much  profit  by  any 
increase  of  the  wealth  of  the  country  as 
the  landed  interest,  because  the  land  was 
of  a  limited  quantity,  but  the  power  of  ex- 
pansion of  the  commercial  wealth  of  a 
country  was  unlimited.  If  they  gave  ex- 
pansion to  the  commerce  of  a  country,  it 
was  impossible  to  say  how  far  it  might  go 
«^— where  it  would  stop ;  but  the  land  was 
limited,  and  if  they  would  allow  their  fel- 
low subjects  to  acquire  wealth  whilst  they 
retained  their  land,  their  land  would  in- 
crease enormously  in  value,  either  for  sel- 
ling or  keeping.  But  he  maintained,  that 
the  landed  interest  were  the  direct  suffer- 
ers from  the  present  law.  A  trade  of  any 
sort  must  be  profitable  in  one  of  two  ways 
i^either  there  must  be  a  regular  business 
with  steady  profits,  or,  when  fluctuations 
ivke  place,  tbey  must  be  attended  with  so 
much  profit  at  one  time  as  to  overbalance 
the  losses  At  another.  Now,  he  ventured 
to  affirm,  that  any  reference  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  present  Com-laws  would  show, 
that  it  had  terribly  aggravated  the  fluctua- 
tions of  the  trade  in  com,  and  that  the 
profits  of  those  fluctuations  had  never  gone 
into  the  pockets  of  the  British  fanner,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  the  loss  had  invariably 
fallen  tipon  them.  If  they  referred  to  the 
tables  which  had  been  laid  before  Parlia* 
nient,  they  would  find,  that  the  quantity  of 
com — bv  that  term  he  meant  wneat-— im- 
ported fnto  England  since  the  passing  of 
the  present  law,  amounted  to  13,000,000 

? [darters,  while  the  prices  of  it  averaged 
rom  66^.  to  57s.  a  quarter.  But  they  all 
knew,  that  in  the  year  1884,  wheat  was 
down  as  low  as  85j.  and  96^.,  while,  since 
that  nerlod,  the  price  had  increased  to  64«. 
in  1639,  and  even  up  to  the  average  of  705. 
If,  tberefKe,  the  farmer  could  gain  at  all, 
he  ought  to  have  gained  with  those  prices, 
but  be  Would  venture  to  say,  that  he  had 
not  gained  by  the  high  prices ;  on  the  con- 


trary, he  had  lost  by  them,  becaoie,  if 
their  Lordships  looked  to  the  returns  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  they  would  find, 
that  in  1834,  when  prices  were  low,  only 
28,000  quarters  oi  foreign  com  had  been 
imported,  while,  in  1839,  when  prices  were 
high,  there  were  entered  for  home  con- 
sumption 8,71 1 ,723  quarters.  The  returns 
also  showed,  that  of  the  13,000,000  of 
quarters  of  foreign  com  imported  into  this 
country  since  the  commencement 'of  the 
present  law,  upwards  of  10,000,000  quar- 
ters had  been  admitted  at  an  average  duty 
of  2«.  lOd.  This  was  what  they  called  a 
protective  duty  given  to  the  fanner  by  the 
present  law.  It  was  thus  clearly  proved  from 
these  returns,  that  in  1834,  when  prices 
were  down  at  the  low  rates  which  he  had 
stated,  the  British  farmer  sold  all  his  com, 
but  when  the  prices  increased  to  the  high 
rate,  then  the  averages  were  worked  up— 
whether  properly  or  not  was  another  con- 
sideration— then,  afVer  the  people  had  been 
kept  in  want  for  a  certain  time,  until  the 
duty  was  low  enough,  was  foreign  com 
admitted,  and  sold  at  the  high  prices,  while 
the  British  farmer  had  sold  his  at  the  low 
prices.  If  they  calculated  the  gain  made 
by  those  who  sold  at  the  high  prices,  and 
the  loss  sustained  by  those  who  sold  at  the 
low  prices,  it  would  be  found  that  the  Bri« 
tish  farmer  had  sustained  an  enormous  loss 
in  consequence  of  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
sent law,  and  that  the  proteetion  said  to 
he  afforded  to  him  by  it  was  entirely  a 
delusion.  There  was  another  part  of  the 
subject  to  which  he  could  not  help  call- 
ing the  attention  of  their  Lordshipft— 4t 
regarded  the  difi^rent  quantities  of  the 
supply.  If  they  gave,  as  they  fancied  that 
they  gave,  to  the  British  farmer  protec- 
tion against  the  introduction  of  foreign 
com— 'if  they  wished  to  give  him  a  mo- 
nopoly of  the  market,  it  was  their  duty 
to  see  that  the  market  was  supplied  by  the 
farmer,  and  that  he  was  able  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  community.  Unfortunately 
that  was  not  the  case.  It  was  notorious, 
that  in  1838,  and  in  other  seasons  when 
prices  were  high,  large  quantities  of  foreign 
wheat  had  b^n  introduced  by  capitalists, 
in  the  hope  of  reaping  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  a  low  duty  and  high  prices. 
It  was  quite  clear,  that  in  1834,  when  the 
harvest  was  abundant,  there  was  not  more 
com  than  what  the  wants  of  the  country 
required,  because  in  the  course  of  the  two 
following  years  foreign  corn  still  continued 
to  *be  entered  fi)r  home  consumption.  It 
was  calculated,  that  there  was  a  deficiency 
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in  the  harvest  of  1839>  compared  with 
that  of  1834,  of  from  7,000,000  to 
8,000,000  quarters,  but  iakxue  it  at 
7,000,000,  being  the  lowest  calculation, 
and  taking  from  that  amount  the  quan- 
tity entered  for  home  consumption,  they 
would  still  find  an  alarming  difference  in 
the  market  supply  of  com.  Their  lordships 
would  perceive  that  the  prices  had  been 
forced  up  in  the  years  which  he  had  men- 
tioned as  being  years  in  which  foreign  com 
had  been  introduced,  in  consequence  of  the 
scarcity  at  home.  This  sufficiently  proved, 
that  they  had  not  enough  of  home-grown 
corn  to  supply  the  market  He  asked  their 
Lordships  how  they  could  account  for  the 
difference  of  5,000^000  quarters  in  the  sup- 
ply between  the  periods  he  had  mentioned, 
unless  it  was,  that  a  great  part  of  the  po- 
pulation had  bread  in  one  year,  but  were 
without  it  in  another  ?  Was  not  this  an 
appalling  fact— -no  matter  whether  the  dif. 
ference  was  either  4,000,000  or  5,000,000 
quarters  ?  Was  it  not,  he  asked,  an  ap- 
palling fact,  when  they  found  such  an  im- 
mense difference  In  the  consumption  of  the 
country  in  one  year  over  another,  proving, 
as  it  most  undoubtedly  did,  that  a  great 
portion  of  the  population  were  at  certain 
times  not  supplied  with  bread,  and  occasi- 
onal want  and  scarcity  of  food,  if  not  a 
degree  of  starvation  ?  There  had  been  one 
ai^ument  used  against  any  alteration  of  the 
present  laws—one  that  had  been  greatly  in- 
sisted on  during  the  last  election,  but  which 
he  thought  most  puerile  and  absurd,  although 
it  seemed  to  have  had  great  weight  with 
some  persons— it  was  said,  that  it  was  un- 
safe for  this  country  to  have  recourse  to 
foreign  countries  for  a  supply  of  so  essen- 
tial an  article  of  food  as  corn.  But  what 
had  experience  shown  ?  They  had  no  need 
to  flo  Inck  to  the  history  of  other  countries, 
ancient  or  modem,  to  Venice,  or  Genoa, 
or  Holland,  or  to  Rome,  whose  power  and 
position  most  nearly  resembled  our  own— i 
they  had  the  experience  of  the  present  day 
to  go  upon— the  fact  was  going  on  at  that 
very  instant.  If  it  was  dangerous  to  depend 
on  foreign  countries  for  such  a  supnly,  it 
was  a  danger  which  they  had  already  in- 
curred. If  it  was  an  unfortunate  state  of 
things  to  be  so  situated,  it  could  not  be  de- 
nied, that  they  were  then  in  that  unfortu- 
nate condition,  for  the  £eict  was,  that  they 
were  now  dependant  on  foreign  supplies. 
The  question  which  Parliament  nad  to  con- 
sider was,  whether  they  would  make  such 
an  alteration  in  the  present  law  as  would 
ensure  a  regular  supply^  sufficient  for  the 


wants  of  the  community>  or  whether  they 
would  continue  to  subject  the  nation  to 
those  minous  fluctuations  —  occasionally 
starving  the  people,  and  bringing  ruin  upon 
the  very  farmer  himself.  The  fact,  that 
since  the  existence  of  the  present  law,  this 
country  had  imported  altogether  13,000,000 
quarters  of  wheat,  was  a  sufficient  proof 
that  they  were  dependant  on  foreign  nations 
for  at  least  one-sixteenth  or  one  seventeenth 
part  of  the  wheat  consumed  in  this  country. 
But  they  had  been  told  that  they  could  not 
depend  on  this;  that  war  might  break  out» 
and  that  the  ports  would  be  shut  against  us. 
This  might  sound  well  in  theory,  but  it 
had  been  proved,  not  only  by  sound  rea« 
soning,  but  also  by  experience,  that  the  force 
of  the  physical  wants  of  mankind  was 
stronger  than  any  fiscal  regulations.  What 
occuired  in  1809  and  1810  was  a  complete 
refutation  of  this  argument  At  no  other 
period  were  the  ports  on  the  continent  so 
effectually  dosed  against  this  country,  yet 
how  effectually  their  Lordships  might  judge, 
from  the  notorious  fact,  that  the  imports 
of  com  from  the  continent  to  England  in 
1809  and  1810  were  immense.  In  the 
House  of  Commons  in  1811,  Mr.  Homer 
stated,  in  argument  upon  the  currency, 
that  2,000,000  quarters  of  com  had  been 
imported  within  the  year.  Mr.  G.  Rose 
replied,  on  the  part  of  Government,  and 
said,  that  it  was  quite  tme  that  such  a 
quantity  of  foreign  com  had  been  imported^ 
but  justified  it  because  there  was  a  scarcity 
in  this  country  nearly  amounting  to  a  fa- 
mine. That,  therefore,  whidi  was  now  re- 
presented as  dangerous,  had  been  proved  to 
be  no  danger  at  alL  He  would  not 
detain  their  Lordships  by  dwelling  on  the 
evil  effects  of  the  present  laws  in  regard  to 
the  currency  of  the  country.  In  periods 
of  great  distress  these  laws  had  a  most 
injurious  operation.  Then  was  just  the 
time,  when  bullion  was  most  necessary  to 
the  country,  that  these  laws  forced  the 
precious  metals  abroad,  deranging  the  mo- 
netary system  at  a  time  when,  above  all 
others,  it  was  most  desirable  to  have  it  in 
a  sound  state.  It  was  difficult  for  the  ma- 
nufacturer to  contend  against  such  a  state 
of  things.  What  they  complained  of  was, 
the  inequality  of  the  present  laws«  He 
agreed  with  the  noble  Lord  who  moved 
the  Address,  that  supposing  a  fixed  duty 
established  or  all  duties  abolished,  the 
price  of  com  would  not  be  difiressed  so 
much  as  many  people  imagined.  But 
under  the  present  system  the  manufac- 
turer had   to    contend,  nof^gainst    the 
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average  price  so  much  as  against  the  high 
prices^  which  &9tty  now  and  then  oc- 
curred. He  was  ready  to  admit,  that  if 
com  hecame  cheaper,  wages  would  most 
undoubtedly  fall.  That  he  knew  was  a 
favourite  argument  with  the  noble  Lord 
on  the  other  side^  but  the  value  of  a  man's 
labour  was  not  to  be  estimated  merely 
according  to  a  nominal  amount  of  wages 
in  reference  to  money  alone.  If,  under  an 
alteration  of  the  Corn-laws,  the  workman 
was  enabled  to  procure  a  greater  quantity 
of  food  for  the  same  amount  of  labour 
than  he  could  at  present  obtain,  no  matter 
what  might  be  the  nominal  rate  of  wages, 
if  for  a  certain  sum  of  money  he  should  get 
a  larger  supply  of  food  and  clothing  than  he 
could  before,  then  most  undoubtedly  would 
his  condition  be  bettered,  and  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  would  he  be  a  richer  man. 
No  one  he  thought  would  dissent  from 
that  proposition.  If  the  manufacturer  had 
but  fair  play,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but 
that  the  market  for  manufactures  would 
be  greatly  extended.  Whenever  our  Govern- 
ment projposed  to  any  foreign  government 
an  alteration  of  their  tariff,  they  were  in- 
variably referred  to  the  restrictions  which 
this  country  had  placed  on  the  importation 
of  foreign  com,  and  this  was  always  found 
to  be  an  article  in  the  wav  of  a  new  liberal 
csommercial  treaty.  So  long  as  the  price 
of  com  remained  lower  on  the  continent 
than  it  was  in  this  country,  they  would 
force  the  manufacturers  of  this  coun- 
try to  export  machinery,  and  mechanics 
would  eo  abroad,  where  they  could  obtain 
a  sufliciency  of  food,  because  the  food  was 
not  permitted  to  come  to  them.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  forei^  countries  obtained 
the  skill  and  the  machinery  of  this  country, 
the  market  was  shut  against  those  ma- 
nufactures which,  if  trade  was  opened 
and  an  alteration  made  in  the  present 
Com-laws,  would  be  received  from  this 
country  ready  made.  He  was  well  aware 
that  in  arguing  for  a  lower  price  of  com 
he  might  l^  answered  by  it  being  said,  that 
thia  could  be  obtained  by  lowering  the 
sliding  scale.  He  objected  to  the  principle 
of  the  sliding  scale,  for  the  effect  of  it 
was  to  interfere  with  and  derange  the  cur- 
rency^ while  its  past  operation,  he  thought, 
had  been  altogether  injurious.  The  princi- 
ple of  it  was,  that  the  com  for  the  supply 
of  the  population  should  be  grown  at  home, 
and  that  the  ports  should  only  be  open  for 
the  admission  of  foreign  com  in  seasons  of 
scarcity  and  want ;  but  the  principle  of  a 
fixed  duty  is,  and  the  effect  of  it  would  be, 
VOL.  LIX,    {2JS!} 


{Aug.  24}  to  the  Speech.  34 

to  ensure  at  all  times  to  the  people  a  steady 
supply  of  foreign  corn— not  excessive  at 
one  time  and  too  small  at  another,  but  a 
regular  and  steady  supply,  equal  to  the 
demand.  In  his  opinion,  the  protection 
afforded  to  the  farmer  by  the  sliding  scale 
was  altogether  a  fiction — if  made  so  low  as 
to  have  the  effect  of  a  fixed  duty,  it  would 
still  be  a  delusion  on  the  agriculturist.  It 
WAS  much  fairer  for  the  advocates  of  a 
sliding  scale  to  say  that  they  were  going  to 
alter  it  materially,  than  to  profess  that  they 
were  going  to  maintain  it  with  some  modi- 
fications. Such  subtlety  might  be  suited 
for  the  hustings,  but  it  was  unbecoming 
when  used  in  debating  the  question  in 
Parliament.  If  the  advocates  of  an  alter- 
ation in  the  sliding  scale  meant  to  establish 
a  regular  trade  in  foreign  corn,  they  ought 
at  once  to  say  so  to  the  people.  The  Ad- 
dress which  he  had  the  honour  to  second 
spoke  fairly  and  frankly  on  this  point ;  it 
differed  in  this  respect  from  former  docu- 
ments of  the  like  description.  Nothing 
could  be  more  explicit;  and  all  that  noble 
Lords  opposite  had  to  do  to  negative  it 
would  be  to  move  the  insertion  of  the 
word  "  not,"  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
address.  He  only  wished  they  would  be 
as  explicit  and  frank  in  the  declaration  of 
their  principles  as  the  Address  itself,  because 
he  had  been  watching  the  opinion  of  the 
leading  men  on  the  other  side  in  regard  to 
this  question,  and  he  had  seen  a  great  deal 
of  most  unbecoming  evasion,  which  he 
trusted  their  Lordships  would  not  adopt. 
He  recollected  the  outcry  against  their 
Lordships  some  years  ago— it  was  said, 
that  they  had  lost  the  esteem  of  the  coun- 
try, and  that  their  aristocracy  would  be 
overthrown.  In  this  alarm  he  never  par- 
ticipated ;  but  if  their  Lordships  practised 
the  evasion  which  some  leading  men  had 
done  on  this  question,  he  feared  that  their 
influence  would  be  in  considerable  danger. 
It  roi^ht  be  very  well  for  the  advocates  of 
a  sliding  scale  to  say,  that  there  was  no 
occasion  to  discuss  this  subject — that  their 
past  conduct  in  relation  to  it  was  well 
known — that  they  would  afford  protection 
to  the  agricultural  and  landed  interest. 
He  and  those  who  voted  with  him  were 
quite  prepared  to  do  that.  The  phrase 
meant  nothing.  Would  it  not  have  been 
better  for  them  to  have  said,  "We  will 
give  the  agricultural  interest  protection 
by  maintaining  the  present  sc^e  exactly 
as  it  is?"  This  would  have  been  bet- 
ter than  merely  giving  seneral  and  eva- 
sive answers  which  could  bind  no  one. 
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He  wished  tbeir  Lordships  to  ayoid  this^ 
and  to  take  a  more  decided  course.  It  was 
infinitely  better  that  they  should  do  sOi 
under  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were 
at  present  placed.  Ministers  held  their 
tenure  of  office  on  this  question  of  a  fixed 
duty.  If  their  views  were  rejected  by 
Parliament,  they  would  have  to  leave  office; 
and  it  was  infinitely  better  that  those  who 
should  succeed  them  should  not  be  sup- 
posed,  when  they  came  into  office,  to  flinch 
from  the  principles  which  they  prc^essed 
when  out.  He  knew  not  whether  such  a 
course  had  been  adopted  to  gratify  the 
country  or  their  party,  but  this  he  knew, 
there  was  no  question,  if  viewed  as  a  party 
matter,  on  which  the  Government  could 
be  defeated  with  more  satisfaction  to  them- 
selves for  having  brought  it  forward,  than 
on  this  question  of  Free-trade#  When  he 
recoUectei  the  various  acts  of  the  pre- 
sent Ministry  —  their  reform  of  abuses, 
which  twelve  years  ago  was  thought  itn- 
possible — the  reform  in  Parliament  and  in 
the  municipal  corporations,  by  which  the  re* 
currence  of  abuse  had  been  rendered  almost 
impossible — when  he  recollected  they  had 
reformed  the  abuses  in  the  tithe  system  in 
Ireland,  and  placed  the  church  in  both 
countries  on  a  better  footing—when  he  re- 
collected this,  he  thought  they  could  not 
better  terminate  their  official  existence, 
they  could  not  fall  in  a  better  cause,  than 
in  a  struggle  against  unnecessary,  and 
therefore,  unjust  taxation,  and  in  an  attempt 
to  relieve  the  people  from  a  pressing  and 
enormous  grievance*  He  hoped,  therefore, 
noble  Lor£i  opposite  would  fairly  meet  the 
matter  at  once,  and  state  their  reasons 
against  extending  the  trade  of  the  country, 
and  against  enabUbg  the  people  to  pay  into 
the  treasury  a  revenue  sufficient  to  dispense 
with  the  necessity  of  any  new  taxation. 
He  hoped  they  would  state  their  oljections 
fairly,  for,  as  he  had  said  before,  if  Ministers 
were  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  overthrown 
on  this  question,  they  could  not  be  defeated 
with  more  honour  to  themselves  than  in 
defending  the  principles  embodied  in  the 
Address. 

The  Earl  of  Ripon  fully  concurred  in 
the  observation  made  by  his  noble  Friends 
who  moved  and  secondea  the  Address,  that 
there  were  soitie  topics  referred  to  in  the  Ad- 
dress to  which  their  Lordships  would  pro- 
bably offer  no  objection ;  and  for  hts  own 
part  he  would  most  willingly  have  followed 
the  example  that  had  been  generally  set 
by  their  Lordships  in  the  last  eight  years, 
and  not  offbr  any  opposition  to  the  Address^ 


beyond  a  general  reservation  as  to  certain 
parts,  had  he  felt  himself  at  liberty  to  da 
so.     He  would  have  preferred  to  have 
taken  that  course  on  the  present  occaaiott 
if  he  could  have  done  so  honestly  to  his  own 
feelings.  Whilst,  however,  there  were  some 
points  in  the  Address  which  he  could  net 
pass  over  without  directing  the  particular 
attention  of    their    Lorddiips    to  them, 
and  upon  which  he  entirely  differed  from 
the  sentiments  of  the  poposed  Address,  he 
felt  himself  also  callea  upon  to  make  some 
observations  upon  those  parts  in  which  he 
concurred.    He  alluded  particularly  to  the 
state  of  our  foreign  relations.  Heownedthat 
he  cordially  rejoiced  at  the  complete  festor- 
ation  of  those  amicable  feelings  which  had 
subsisted  between  France  and  England,  and 
bad  for  a  time  last  year  sufibt^cT  some  in- 
terruption.    To  the  prudence,  judgment, 
and  moderation  of  the  King  of  the  French 
they  owed  much  for  the  restotntion  of 
those    amicable    fbelings    and    relatiofks. 
Thev  had  also  to  thank  his  ministers,  who 
by  their  sound  judgment  and  due  appreci- 
ation of  the  feelings  known  to  exist  towards 
France  at  this  side  of  the  water,  had  so 
ably  seconded  the  good  sense  and  good  feel- 
ing of  their  Sovereien.   By  their  combined 
exertions  supported   by  the  concurrence 
of  the  French  people  they  had  put  an  end, 
for  a  time  at  least,  toallgifoundsofalarmaa 
to  any  disturbance  of  the  peace  of  Euh)pQ, 
which  had  been  risked  by  the  reckless  con^ 
duct  of  some  of  their  predecessoi^  in  office. 
But  let  him  add  that  his  satlsfal^tion  ai 
those  circumstances  would  be  much  greater 
if  he  saw  that  the  great  question  out  of 
which  those    temporary   diffijrences  had 
arisen  were  now  settlM  on  a  firm  and 
lasting  basis.     But  it  must  be  evident  to 
their  Lordships    that  matter^    in   those 
quarters  had    not   yet  been    so   settled. 
The  Pasha  of  Egypt  was  still  a  powerful 
vassal,  while  the  Sultart  was  a  t>owerles& 
sovereign,  and  the  preservation  of  the  im- 
proved condition  of  affairs  in  that  qual'teir 
depended  not  more  upon  the  factof  a  good 
understanding    between    the    five   great 
powers  of  Gurope,  than  upon  the  mUnner 
in  which  their  efforts  might  be  directed  tl> 
that  greai  object  of  their  alliance,  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Ottoman  Empire  and  the 
general  peace  of  tturotte.  He  alsd  concurred 
with  his  noble  Frienn  in  rejoicing  at  the  re* 
newal  of  our  amicable  relations  with  Perskj 
but  his  noble  Friend  (the  MarquessdfCtanrl- 
carde)  had  alluded  to  some  points  still  un- 
settled between  tills  country  And  Persia, 
though  he  h^  not  told  thelf  Lnrdahlpa 
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irlidt  ihm  Wei*8 ;  but  whatever  they  were, 
he  hoped  thnt  the  exertions  of  our  diplo- 
matic agent  who  had  proceeded  to  Teheran 
would  Boon  bring  them  to  an  amicable 
teraiimition.  He  attached  the  more  im^ 
|iortan(%  to  the  restoration  of  amicable  re^* 
lations  with  Persia,  on  account  of  its  inti- 
mate connection  with  otiier  courts  of  im- 
mense importance^  not  noticed  in  the 
speech.  He  alluded  to  the  war-*-for  such 
it  really  was— which  was  tiow  going  on 
o&  the  north  bank  of  the  Indus,  of  the 
oommenoement  of  which  we  had  but  scanty 
iaformationj  and  of  Which  no  man  could 
predict  what  would  be  the  end.  These 
operations  had  been  marked  In  the  first 
Inatance  by  a  certain  flash  of  success, 
and  we  had  sucoeededj  at  a  rery  Gon«> 
alderable  sacrifice  of  men  and  money, 
in  placing  on  the  throne  of  Affghanistan  a 
decrepid  old  man,  who  had  previously  been 
thirty  years  an  elile  from  that  kingdom. 
But  although  W6  had  already  exhausted 
in  those  operations  all  the  surplus  treasure 
of  tlie  Indian  Oovernment,  and  had  been 
obliged  to  resort  to  a  loan  for  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  our  position  beyond  the 
Indus ;  it  was  dear  that  without  the  con* 
tinned  presence  of  the  British  troops,  the 
Arone  of  Shah  Soojah  was*utter]y  inse'< 
core^  whilst  we  Wete  perpetually  engaged 
Hi  ft  desultory  atid  harassing  warftire,  as 
moch  for  our  own  security  in  the  country 
US  ftnr  the  maintenance  of  the  tottering  au- 
Ihofity  of  the  Sultan.  In  the  Punjaub 
ftlso,  with  whose  ruler  Runjeet  Singh  we 
had  made  a  treaty^  which  led  to  the  attack 
of  Affghanistan^  all  now  was  uttef  con- 
fusion. He  had  recently  died,  the  sue- 
eesHoA  to  the  throne  was  previously  dis- 
{mtedi  and  the  interposition  of  that  large 
and  difltfacted  eountry,  between  our  own 
ftotttier  and  the  soebe  of  our  operations 
beyond  tlte  Indus,  seriously  complicated 
our  podtionf  and  rendered  it  equally  dlffl«- 
cult  to  say  how  we  could  remain  with 
safety  01^  i^ire  with  honour.  There 
was,  howetefi  another  kind  of  warfare 
DOtioed  in  the  speech,  which  was  still  more 
idegalar  in  its  eha^deter.  It  was  a  war 
carried  on  at  a  great  expense  and  a  great 
eaerifloe  of  human  life,  but  carried  on 
fj^nst  an  eiiemy  who  would  not  fight. 
We  knocks  his  casfleS  about  his  ears,  de» 
fltftiyed  bis  ships,  and  took  away  his  guns, 
end  then  asked  him  to  enter  into  a  nego. 
tiati^  to  give  us  redress  for  an  attac^k,  to 
beiW  witb  Which  Would  be  a  compromise 
upon  ottr  honour  as  a  nation.    To  this  ne- 


tO  t\i  SpHth* 


3S 


btit  before  its  conclusion  the  island  of 
Chusan,  which  we  had  taken  and  held  for 
some  time  at  a  great  loss  of  life,  was 
hastily  restored  to  the  Chinese  Govern- 
ment, some  of  the  troops  were  ordered  to 
return  to  India,  as  if  all  was  settled,  and 
a  treaty  (such  as  it  was)  sent  over  to  this 
country,  for  the  ratification  of  the  British 
Government.  In  the  mean  time  the  Chinese 
authorities  did  not  observe  even  its  pre- 
liminary arrangements,  and  the  British 
Government  refused  to  ratify  it;  so  that, 
after  all,  the  affair  is  still  unsettled ;  and 
not  a  particle  of  information  is  given  to  us 
eithei*  as  to  the  cause  or  the  course  of  this 
ridiculous  and  discreditable  war.  Nor  have 
we  any  means  of  judging  whether  it  has 
arisen  frotn  the  blundering  instructions  sent 
from  home,  or  to  the  blundering  execution 
of  them  on  the  spot.  On  the  subject  of 
our  relations  witli  the  United  States  of 
America,  he  studiously  refrained  from 
saying  a  word,  for  there  were  some  deli- 
cate points  connected  with  it  on  which 
he  thought  It  better  to  refrain  from 
saying  anything  for  the  present.  He 
now  came  to  a  part  of  the  speech  upon 
which  it  was  evident  his  noble  Friends  op- 
posite did  not  anticipate  an  unanimous 
Vote  from  their  Lordships.  He  certainly 
was  not  surprised  that  nis  noble  Friends 
should  entertain  such  an  anticipation;  for 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
he  thought  it  utterfy  impossible  that  there 
cduld  be  an  uUanimous  vde  upon  it.  He 
meant  that  part  of  the  speech  which  re- 
ferred to  the  ministerial  proposition  for 
improving  the  finances  of  the  country — 
propositions  affecting  the  general  state  of 
traue  and  commerce,  and  of  the  trade  in 
corn  in  particular.  According  to  the 
views  of  tne  Government,  the  three  ques- 
tions propounded  by  them  were  insepara- 
bly  linked  togethei',  and  could  not  be  pro- 

{)erly  discussed  or  considered  except  in  re- 
ation  with  each  other.  Prom  the  terms 
of  the  speech  it  was  to  be  assumed  that 
the  Government  retained  (although  it 
certainly  had  not  hitherto  been  famous  for 
retaining  in  one  session  what  it  had  ad- 
vanced in  the  previous  one)— it  was  to  be 
assumed  that  the  Govcmtnent  still  retain- 
ed Its  opinion  that  the  measures  it  had 
suggested  with  respect  to  the  duties  on 
timber,  sugar,  and  corn  were  absolutely 
necessary  to  meet  the  diflicUltles  of  a 
great  financial  crisis.  If  he  thought  that 
those  measures  were  calculated  to  meet 
the  difficulties  of  the  crisis ;  nay,  even  if 


Mttfttion  t,  kind  of  half  consent  was  gitren.  I  he  thought,  being  calculated  to  meet  those 

C  2 


39 


Addreis  in  Aniwer 


{LORDS} 


to  the  l^ech. 


40 


difficulties,  they  were  nevertheless  liable 
to  serious  objectioD8»  he  should  yet  hesi- 
tate in  proposing  to  their  Lordships  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  with   reference  to  the 
principles  on  which  the  Government  had 
brougnt  them  forward,  and  had  conducted 
the  finances  of  the  country.     But  it  was 
because  he  thought,  that,  in  this  mat- 
ter of  the  finances  of  the  country,  there 
bad  been  the  greatest  possible  mismanage- 
ment, and  that  the  plan  of  the  Government 
was  quite  inadequate  to  remedy  the  evil, 
that  he  felt  himself  bound  to  state,  that  he 
could  not  think  that  their  Lordships  could 
do  otherwise  than  express  their  opinion  that 
ber  Majesty's  Government  did  not  possess 
the  confidence  of  that  House.     Upon  va- 
rious occasions  within  the  last  two  ^ears  he 
had  taken  opportunities  of  explaining  to 
their  Lordships  the  views  which  he  enter- 
tained upon  these  subjects,  and  the  very 
great  apprehensions  which  he  felt  that  the 
ministiy  were    embarking  in  a  ruinous 
course.    He  had  also  upon  those  occasions 
expressed  an  opinion  that  some  most  de- 
ciaed,    vigorous,    efficient,    and    certain 
•cheroe  ought  to  be  proposed  for  the  pur- 
pose of   extricating  the   finances  of  the 
country  from  the  immense  difficulties  in 
which  they  were  involved.    For  the  last 
four  years  the  revenue  had  been  annually 
diminishing,  and  in  the  course  of  that 
time  the  expenditure  had  exceeded  the 
income  by  no  less  a  sum  than  5,000,000/.  It 
was,  moreover,  a  singular  fiict,  and  one  he 
thought  deserving  of  serious  consideration, 
that  during  those  four  years  the  mode 
that  had  been  taken  in  order  to  fill  up  the 
deficiency  in  the  revenue  was  one  that, 
however  advisable  to  resort  to  occasionally, 
under  the  pressure  of  a  single  and  sudden 
emergency,  was  utterly  unjustifiable  as  a 
general  principle,  or  as  applied  to  a  series 
of  years.     How  had  the  deficiency  been 
made  up  ?  The  mode  of  doing  it  was  not 
known  till  the  present  year,  when  a  pa- 
per was  called  for  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  requiring  the  Government  to 
explain  how  the  deficiency  had  been  met; 
and  how  was  it  done  }     Principally  by 
tampering  with  the  savings  banks,  by  bor- 
rowmg  money  from  the  savings  banks,  or 
at  least  what  was  equivalent  to  borrowing 
money  from  them — by  converting  part  of 
their  stock  in  Exchequer  bills  into  an  ad« 
dition  to  the  permanent  funded  debt  of  the 
country.    Such  a  course  of  proceeding,  al- 
though not  contrary  to  the  law,  was,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  highly  objectionable.    To 
make  use  of  the  savings  banks  year  after 


year  for  the  purpose  of  propping  up  a  fallen 
revenue,  without  the  knowled^  of  Pariin^ 
ment — ^without  any  communication  with 
the  House  of  Commons— was,  in  his  opi^ 
nion,  an  unconstitutional  proceeding,  sind 
one  which  no  Government  ought  to  have 
recourse  to.    It  was  objectionable   upon 
the  constitutional  point  as    being    done 
without  the  knowledge  of    Parliament; 
but  it  was  even  more  objectionable  as  re. 
garded    the    savings    banks    themselves. 
What  were  the  savings  banks  ?  Institutions 
for  the  receipt  and  safe  custody  of  the 
savings  of  our  poorer  fellow  citixens }  of 
those  men,  who,  by  honest  industrv  and 
praiseworthy  prudence,  were  enabled  to 
save  something  of  the  fruits  of  their  toil 
to  gild  the  evening  of  their  laborious  lives, 
and  who  were  induced  by  the  Legislature 
to  entrust  those  savings  to  the  public  cus- 
tody.    But  if  the  Government  upon  every 
emergency  were  to  be  at  liberty  to  toucn 
these  funds,  for  the  purpose  of  propping 
up  a  fftiiing  revenue,  what  security  would 
the  depositors  have  for  the  safe  custody  uf 
a  property  which  was  to  them  invaluable. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  any  positive 
mischief  had  actually  occurred ;  but  the 
principle  was  wrong,  and  was  calculated  to 
cause  distrust  in  the  minds  of  those  whom 
the  Legidature  had  invited  to  entrust  their 
sarings  to  a  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  whose  distrust  might  be  en- 
cieased  by  the  very  fact  of  the  transaction 
not  beins  carried  into  effect  in  the  open 
day,  and  the  face  of  Parliament  and  the 
country.     In  his  opinion,  therefiire,  the 
Government  were  not  justified  in  perse- 
vering in   it  for  so   long  a  time.      The 
other  course  which  they  had  pursued,  if 
not  equally  unjustifiable,  was  still  liable  to 
great  objection ;  he  meant  the  practice  of 
diminishing  the  balances  in  the  Exchequer 
by  a  very  great  amount.    To  meet  the 
financial  difficulties  in  which  they  were 
involved,  the  Government  had  diminished 
those  balances  to  a  comparatively  very  low 
sum.    That  was  a  very  improvident  mode 
of  dealing  with    the    difficulty    against 
which  they  had  to  contend,  and  if  it  were 
resorted  to  upon  every  such  emergency  as 
had  arisen  within  the  last  few  years,  the 
result  would  soon  be  that  there  would  be 
no  floating  balance  at  all.    No  course  of 
proceeding  could  be  more  objectionable  if 
carried  on  systematically  for  a  series  of 
years.    There  was  another  point  connected 
with  this  part  of  the  subject,  upon  which 
he  beggea  to  make  one  or  two  observa- 
tions. It  appeared,  that,  during  the  course 
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of  the  last  ten  yearsi  additions  had  been 
made  to  the  annual  charge  of  the  pub- 
lic funded   debt  of  the  country  to    the 
amount  of  nearly  IfiOOfiOOL,  for  which  no 
provision  whatever  had  been  made  by  Par- 
liament.    This  was  not,  perhaps,  objec- 
tionable at  the  period  at  which  it  was 
first  done;  because  at  that  time  there 
was  a  posiiire  surplus  of  income  over  ex- 
penditure>  so  that  the  additiooal  expense 
thrown  upon  the  country  by  the  process  of 
raising  the  money  did  not  add  to  the  pub- 
lic  burdens— it    merely  diminished    the 
surplus.    But  during  the  last  four  years 
there  had  been  a  constant  deficiency  of 
roTenue  to  meet  the  expenditure  of  the 
country,  and  yet  no  proyisipn  whatever 
had  been  made  for  the  1,000,000Z.  added 
to  the  public  debt    It  was  a  large  sum^ 
and,  taken   together  with  the  additional 
expense  incurr^  by  the  mode  of  not  rais- 
ing a  sufficient  income  to  meet  the  expen- 
diture, and^  with  the  revenue  lost  by  the 
too   hasty    adoption    of   the    Post-office 
scheme,    the   gross  amount  of  both   in 
their  efiect  upon  the  balance  of  income 
and    expenditure,    was    not    less    than 
2»200,0002.,    pretty    nearly     the    whole 
amount  of  the  defiaency  which  Parliament 
had  been  called  upon  to  provide  for  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year.   This  exhibited 
a    mismanagement — a  want  of  arrange- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Government — 
which  was  quite  unpardonable.  The  finan- 
ces of  the  country  could  not  bear  to  be 
treated   in    such    an    unskilful  manner. 
His  noble   Friend   (Earl  Spencer),    who 
moved  the  Address^had  observedf  that  com- 
merce could  not  wait  for  any  long  consi- 
deration on  the  part  of  the  Legislature-— 
that  its  defects,  if  remedied  at  idl,  must  be 
remedied  with  promptness  and  despatch. 
But  brief  as  the  period,  that  commerce 
could  wait>  might  be,  finance  could  not 
wait  so  lon^.    Finance  was  more  delicate, 
more  sensitive  than  commerce.    In  finance 
we  might  be  ruined  before  we  knew  where 
we  were.    He  could  only  designate  the 
proceedings  of  the  Government,  therefore, 
upon  this  point  of  finance,  as  most  short- 
flighted,  most  imprudent,  and  most  impo- 
litic     Upon  previous  occasions  he  had 
stated  the  view  which  he  took  upon  this 
subject,  and  he   did  so  under  a  strong 
sense  of  the  very  seriousdanger  to  which  the 
countrjr  was  exposed  by  the  condition  in 
whidi  its  finances  were  placed.  He  hoped, 
liowever,  that  he  had  never  stated  any- 
thing bevond  what  the  case  actually  re- 
qoiiid.  He  had  endeavoured  to  exaggerate 
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nothing,  to  impute  no  blame,  to  abstain, 
as  far  as  possible,  from  anything  calculated 
to  excite  inconvenient  discussion ;  and  he 
had  had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  from 
his  noble  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, that  he  admitted  all  the  state- 
ments he  had  made — that  he  admitted 
most  of  the  inferences  he  drew,  and,  in 
fact,  although  he  did  not  admit  all,  he  did 
not  refute  any.    He  thought,  therefore, 
that  he  might  take  the  liberty  now,  when 
two  years  had  elapsed—when  he  found  the 
condition  of  the  finances  so  precarious,  and 
attended  with  so  much  danger — he  thought 
he  might  now  take  the  liberty  of  again 
noticing  the  subject  to  the  House,  to  point 
to  the  financial  mismanagement  of  the  Go- 
vernment, as  constituting,  in  his  judgment, 
a  pround  for  the  expression  of  want  of  con- 
fidence.   In  1840,  the  Government,  sensi- 
ble of  the  necessity  of  doing  something, 
proposed  to  meet  the  exigency  of  the  time 
by  a  considerable  addition  to  the  taxes. 
This  showed  that  they  felt  the  necessity 
of  making  some  effiirt  to  meet  the  crisis  ; 
but  the  scheme  they  adopted  was  but  a 
clumsy  contrivance,  and  was  accompanied 
by  a  notification  of  a  plan  contemplated 
by  the  Government,  which  if  it  had  been 
carried  into  efiect  would  have  been  quite 
in  contravention  of  the  whole  principle  of 
the  finance  project  of  that  year  $  he  meant 
the  negotiations  for  a  commercial  treaty 
with  France,  which  was  at  that  time  going 
on,  and  was  announced  to  Parliament  at 
the  time  of  the  budget     Now,  the  main 
part  of  the  scheme  of  1840  consisted  in  the 
imposition  of  new  duties  on  the  customs 
generally  and  an  additional  duty  speci- 
fically upon   spirits.     But  if  that  treaty 
with  France  had  been  carried    into  ef- 
fect, it  would  have  been  necessary  to  call 
upon  Parliament  to  undo  a  great  deal  of 
what  had  been  done  the  year  before,  in 
order  to  put  the  expenditure  of  the  coun  - 
try  upon  a  right  footings    for   it    was 
clear  that  there  were  certain  articles  of 
French  produce  upon  which  our  duties 
must  have  been  relaxed  under  any  com- 
mercial treaty  with  France,  and  therefore 
the  increase  of  duty  to  which  such  articles 
would  have  been  subjected  by  the  plan  of 
1840,  must  have  been  taken  off  in  the  sub- 
sequent year,  thus  destroying  all  previous 
calculation,  and  throwing  commerce  into 
uncertainty  and  confusion,  by  a  policy  at 
once  vacillating  and  contradictory.     They 
now  came  to  the  present  year,  and  they 
found  the  deficiency   of  revenue    to    be 
the  same.    No;   it  was  not  the  samej 
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it  was   aggravated,  because   io    addition 
to  the  deficiencir  of  the  year  before,   the 
deficiency  calcaiated  for  the  present  year 
would  exceed   2,000,000/.,   and  then  the 
Government  came  down  with  a  scheme 
which   they  professed  to  consider  a  plan 
for  putting  our  revenue  on  a  sound  foot- 
ing-^namely,  the  alteration  of  the  duty 
on  the  three  articles  to  which  the  noble 
Lords  opposite  had  referred »  and  it  was 
stated  by  the  Government  that  these  al- 
terations would  have  the  triple  eSevt  of 
improving   the    revenue,    extending    our 
commerce,  and  benefitting  the  consumer. 
He  should  have  no  difficulty  in  showing, 
that  not  one  of  these  alterations  could 
possibly  effect  all  these  objects.    He  would 
point  this  out.     The  manner  in  which  it 
was  proposed  by  the  Government  to  deal 
with  timber  was  this :  they  said,  that  the 
proportion  between  the  duty  on  foreign  and 
on  Canadian  timber  was  unduly  favourable 
to  the  latter.    He  did  not  defend  the  dis* 
proportion  in  the  abstract,   he  admitted 
that  it  did  require  revision ;  but  what  he 
questioned  was,  the  prudence  and  the  policy 
of  the  mode  in  which  the  Government 
proposed  to  revise  it.     They  proposed  to 
increase  the  duty  on  Canadian  timber  l>y 
doubling  it,  that  is,    by  raiKing  it  from 
lOs.  to  20^.9  and  to  r^uce  the  duty  on 
Baltic  timber  by  ds.,  that  is,  from  56s,  to 
50^.— increasing  the  duty   on    Canadian 
timber  100  per  cent,  and  reducing  that  on 
foreign  timber  by  9  per  cent.     Now,  what 
the  noble  Lord  had  stated  was  true,  that 
it  was  admitted  that  Canadian  timber  was 
not  so  fit  as  the  Baltic  for  certain  purposes 
—though  this  was  not  quite  a  clear  propo* 
sition,  since  in  Canada  there  were  build- 
ings, churches  and  other  edifices,  that  had 
been  standing  for  120  or  130  years;  but 
his  noble  Friend  had  said  at  the  same  time 
that  it  was  admitted,  that  a  great  deal  of 
Canadian  timber  was  perfectly  fitted  for 
other  purposes— namelv,  for  the  internal 
timber  of  nouses.     In  those  cases  its  supe- 
rior cheapness  compensated  for  any  defici- 
ency in  Its  quality  of  durability.    Now, 
the  scheme  of  the  Government  to  benefit 
the  consumer  was  by  increasing  the  duty 
100  per  cent.     How  could  that  benefit 
the  consumer?     Then  it  was  said,  that 
it  would  answer  the  purpose  of  revenue. 
How  could  that  be?    Perhaps  it  might, 
if  it  had  the  efiPect  of   compelling  the 
people  to  substitute  Baltic  timber  for  Ca- 
nadian  timber;  for,  supposing  the  same 
quantity  of  timber  to   be  consumed,  it 
would  pay  a  higher  duty.    But  how  would 


that  benefit  the  interest  of  tba  consumers 
of  Canadian  timber?  and  the  only  effect 
of  the  change  in  a  cummercUl  point  of 
view  would  be  a  certain  encrease  in  the 
trade  to  the  Baltic,  counterbalanced  by  an 
equivalent  diminution  of  trade  with  oar 
North  American  colonies.     And  how  are 
the  consumers    of   Baltic   timber    bona* 
fitted }    Mr.  Macgregor,  who  had  laid  a 
rigmarole  paper  ^fore  the  import  duties 
Committee— « who  got  a  gentleman  from  the 
office  of  the  Board  of  Trade  before  them, 
though  it  was  impossible  he  could  know 
what  he  was  going  to  do  or  to  say-»bad 
laid  a  proposition  before  the  committee  for 
altering  the  duty,  which  he  (Lord  Ripon) 
believed  was  the  foundation  of  the  whole 
scheme,  and  this  gentleman  said,  that  the 
duty  on  Baltic  timber  amount^]  to  from 
50  to  900  per  cent.    Take  it  at  100  per 
oent.j  then,  if  the  duty  were  55#.9  the 
cost  of  the  article  would  be  1 10#.  per  Joed. 
And  what  is  the  benefit  given  to  the  con- 
sumer ?    Why  5 J.  out  of  1 10«.    Was  there 
any  person,  knowing  anything  of  business, 
who  supposed  that  a  reduction  of  5s,  ia 
110^.  would  benefit  the  consumer?     It 
might  put  money  into  the  pocket  of  the 
merchant  or  the  builder,    but    not  one 
farthing  into  that  of  the  consumer;  tbere- 
foroy  this  tax  could  not  answer  the  triple 
object  proposed  by  the  Government.     He 
called  it  a  complete  fkllacy,  and  he  con« 
sidered  such  a  scheme  fbr  supplying  the 
deficiency  of  the  revenue  as  little  short 
of    madness.      Then    as   to    sugar;   the 
amount  of  the  reduction  of  the  price  of 
sugar  which  would   be  obtained  by  the 
measure  of  the  Government,  was  calculated 
at  a  fraction  of  a  farthing  per  pound. 
Now,  unless  the  price  of  the  article  should 
be  reduced  at  least  Id*  per  pound,  it  would 
be  folly  to  expect  that  the  consumer  would 
derive  anything  from  it.     He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say,  that  there  was  no  period  at 
which  the  duty  upon  foreign  sugar  could 
be  reduced,  and  he  could  not  bind  himself 
to  such  a  proposition.      But  the  noMe 
Lord  who  had  moved  the  Address  had  told 
their  Lordships,  that  if  he  thought  the  lb- 
reign  slave-trade  would  be  promoted  by  the 
alteration  of  the  system  of  the  sugar  da* 
tieS)  with  all  his  love  of  free-trade,  he  Ibr 
one,  would  not  consent  to  it.     Now,  he 
thought   it  must   have  that  eflfect;   he 
thought  there  was,  at  least,  great  daDger 
of  its  having  that  effect,  and  this,  in  Lis 
mind,  was  an  objection  to  the  scheme.  He 
had  been  engaged  in  the  noble  work  of  ex. 
tinguishing  slavery  in  our  ooloniea.    Th«t 
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gieai  expsrimeot  was  qow  in  a  course  of 
trial,  and  he  believed  it  was  working  re- 
narkablr  well,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  produoe  of  augar  in  our  free  colonies 
wouldy  at  no  distant  time,  be  largely  in- 
eraaaed;,  and  sold  at  a  cheaper  rate.  The 
ineamffe  was  one  whioh  he  had  the  honour 
of  opening  in  their  Lordships'  House, 
and  he,  dwrefore,  took  a  deeper  intewst  in 
the  question.  He  thought  the  measure  of 
Gon^rnment  would  have  the  effect  he  had 
meiitiotted,  and  that,  at  all  events,  it  was 
unwise  to  risk  it.  He  knew  it  was  said 
thai  all  this  was  sickly  sentiment;  that 
thoee  who  opposed  the  measure  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  tend  to  the  increase 
Sf  sbvervt  pretended  a  deal  for  the  aboli* 
tion  of  the  slave  trade  whioh  they  did  not 
fcel;  and  that  under  that  pretence  they 
dnaked  their  reluctance  to  afford  to  the 
people  the  benefit  of  cheap  sugar.  He  did 
not  tJbiak  this  was  sickly  seniiment,  and>  as 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  had  ever  been 
forward  to  join  in  any  project  to  extin- 
guiah  the  slave«trade,4uid  the  first  vote  he 
Iwd  given  in  Parliament,  when  a  very 
young  man,  had  been  in  bupport  of  Mr. 
^ox's  bill  for  the  abolition  of  the  elave- 
XniiBm  But  there  was  another  subject  to  be 
oonaidered  in  this  question,  whioh  had  not 
ban  uotioed  by  the  noble  Mover.  It  had  been 
only  within  these  two  or  three  years  that  it 
had  been  deemed  eipedient  to  put  the  su- 
gar-gcower  in  our  territories  in  the  East 
Indies  on  the  same  footing  as  the  grower  of 
West-India  sugar.  The  climate  of  India 
was  adapted  to  a  variety  of  products,  and 
could  grow  an  immense  quantity  of  excel* 
lent  sugar,  and  it  was  our  duty  to  develop 
tlie  reaouroes  by  every  means  in  our  power. 
It  should  be  recollected,  that  the  vast  pro* 
grass  of  our  ootton  manu^ture  in  this 
country  had  extinguished  the  cotton  ma- 
nofiM^re  in  India,  and  the  policy  of  this 
oouotry  had  always  been  (upon  the  wisdom 
of  which  he  gave  no  opinion)  not  to  permit 
the  Eaat-India  Company  to  put  any  duty 
upon  the  manufactures  of  England,  except 
a  nominal  one  of  about  2|  per  cent.,  which 
produced  a  triiing  revenue,  but  afforded 
an  ftfotectioB  to  the  manufacturer  of  the 
East.  He  said,  that  justice  required  that 
we  ahanld  pause  before  we  let  the  foreign 
alavevowners  come  into  competition  with 
Urn  giowen  of  £ast*India  sugar.  Was 
dm  aavthing  siokiy  in  that  ?  it  appeared 
te  him  tnat  ofagectiooe  without  end  applied 
I  every  part  of  the  Government  scheme, 
hIA  M  thought  would  ai^ear  still  more 
h0  caase  to  consider  that 


most  important  part  of  the  whole  case,  he 
meant  the  alteration  of  the  Corn-laws.^ 
That  was  a  subject  so  difficult,  so  delicate, 
and,  in  some  points  of  view,  so  dangerous, 
that  he  hardly  knew  in  what  manner  he 
should  best  approach  it.  Ho  wished  to 
express  his  view  of  the  question,  but  not  to 
trouble  their  Lordships  more  than  was  ne- 
cessary. He  thought  he  should  be  able  to 
show  that  the  measure  was  one  in  which 
their  Lordships  ought  not  to  concur.  The 
noble  Mover  of  the  Address  had  told  their 
Lordships  that  he  was  an  advocate  for  free 
trade -^ for  free  trade  in  every  thing,  and, 
above  all,  a  free  trade  in  corn.  But  the 
noble  Lord  very  fairly  referred  to  the 
monstrous  exaggerations  which  prevailed 
upon  this  subject.  But  the  first  question 
to  be  asked  was,  what  ia  the  real  proposition 
of  the  Government  ?  Is  it  free  trade,  or 
merely  a  question  of  the  best  mode  of  giv- 
ing a  protection  ?  In  his  opinion,  what- 
ever might  be  the  professed  object  of  the 
Government,  withm  whatever  bounds 
they  might  incline  to  limit  their  views, 
the  whole  question  is  in  substance,  and  in 
t|ie  view  of  all  parties  in  the  country,  a 
question  of  absolute  free  trade,  without  any 
protection  whatever.  Why  were  the 
two  noble  Lords  selected  to  move  and 
second  the  Address?  It  was  customary 
for  the  Mover  and  Seconder  to  confer 
with  the  Ministers  previously,  and  he 
must  assume,  that  the  noble  Viscount  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  was  aware, 
when  he  selected  the  two  noble  Lords  as 
the  Mover  and  Seconder  of  the  Address, 
that  they  would  argue  tlie  question  on  the 
principles  of  free  trade,  and  no  other.  It 
was  not  unfair  or  unjust  to  infer  that  this 
is  the  end  of  the  whole  scheme.  The 
country  cannot  have  the  slightest  doubt, 
from  what  had  been  said  in  pamphlets  and 
newspaper  on  newspaper,  and  from  the 
bitter  reproaches  and  calumnies  cast  upon 
the  defenders  of  the  corn  laws,  and  from 
the  arguments  of  the  anti-corn-law  league, 
that  there  was  to  be  an  abolition  of  all 
protection ;  and  that  nothing  short  of  that 
would  satisfy  those  who  impugned  the  exist- 
ing Corn-law  with  such  unmitigated  and 
fierce  hostility.  And  their  Lordships  must 
therefore  make  up  their  minds  to  that 
if  they  adopt  this  Address,  and  give  their 
confidence  to  such  a  Government.  If  this 
was  a. question  hon^^e  whether  there 
should  be  a  fixed  duty  of  81.,  or  a  sliding 
scale— if  it  was  a  question  as  to  the  mode 
of  giving  protection,  which  was  the  most 
convenient  and  the  fidrest^would  that  be 
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a  question  upon  which  to  agitate  the  coun-f 
try  as  this  had  done— to  set  class  against 
class^  to  rouse  the  worst  feelings  of  our  na- 
ture, and  to  create  such  a  ferment  through- 
out the  country,  as  would  render  an^  useful 
consideration  of  the  question  utterly  imprac- 
ticable. Thequestion  could  notbe  settled  so. 
He  would^  if  their  Lordships  pleased,  say 
that  both  parties  were  guilty  of  exaggera- 
tion; butthedaogerousand  violentagitation, 
the  agitation  which  threatened  disorders, 
and  the  breaking-up  of  all  social  feelings, 
appeared  to  him  to  be  on  th^  side  of  those 
who  clamoured  for  what  they  called  '*  cheap 
bread,"  though  cheap  bread  it  would  not 
bring,  even  according  to  the  distinct  and 
honest  declaration  of  the  noble  Earl  him- 
self, who  advocates  so  warmly  the  extreme 
principle  of  no  protection  whatever. 
When  charges  against  those  who  sup- 
ported the  Corn-laws,  of  being  hard- 
iiearted  monopolists,  were  spread  amongst 
the  people — he  did  not  say  by  the  Go- 
vernment— he  did  not  accuse  them,  but 
by  persons  of  influence — it  was  a  most 
dangerous  agitation.  He  regretted  to  find 
in  a  report — he  would  not  call  it  a  charge, 
but  an  insinuation— that,  as  the  Legisla- 
ture is  composed  of  great  landed  proprie- 
tors, the  people  were  led  to  believe,  that 
they  were  ready  to  strain  measures  with  a 
view  to  keep  up  their  rents.  Then  their 
Lordships  had  been  told  to  look  at  the 

?|uestion  in  connection  with  the  existing 
aw,  and  it  had  been  said,  that  the  exist- 
ing law  had  entirely  failed  in  its  object. 
He  would  show,  that  the  law  in  its  opera- 
tion had  not  only  not  failed,  but  that  it 
had  produced  the  effects  which  it  had 
been  intended  to  produce.  Their  Lord- 
ships would  find,  from  a  return  of  the 
averages  of  corn  for  several  years  to  the 
last  year,  that  the  average  price  of  corn,  for 
the  last  twelve  years,  had  been  58;.  Sd,, 
which  was  not  at  all  an  extravagant  aver- 
age ;  and  if  they  divided  the  period  into 
two  parts — and  that  was  the  fairest  way — 
it  would  appear  that  tlie  average  price  of 
wheat,  in  the  first  six  years,  was  59s.  Id., 
and  of  the  second  six  years  57s.  6|.,  so  that 
the  averages  of  the  two  portions  very  nearly 
agreed ;  showing  that  there  had  been  in 
the  operation  of  the  act,  something  ap- 
proaching to  an  equality  of  price  to  justify 
his  sajing,  that  the  scheme  had  not  failed. 
But,  in  order  to  make  the  point  still  more 
clear,  he  would  divide  the  period  into  three 
parts :  in  the  first  four  vears  the  average 
was  high,  63s.  10}<f. ;  during  these  years, 
the  averages  being  high^  and  there  being 


therefore  a  necessity  for  the  importation  of 
foreign  corn,  the  importation  in  those  four 
years  amounted  to  4^936,822  quarters.  In 
the  last  four  years  the  price  was  nearly  the 
same,  64s.  4|d.  and  the  importation  was 
6,780,823  quarters;  so  that  during  these 
two  periods,  the  law  performed  its  office  of 
supplying  the  corn  that  was  wanted.  In 
the  second  period  the  average  was  46s.  8|d.^ 
considerably  below  both  the  first  and  last, 
and  the  importation  was  only  205,889 
quarters.  But  it  had  not  been  an  ex* 
cess  of  importation  that  had  produced 
the  low  price,  but  the  increase  of  pro- 
duction here,  and  this  shows  that  the  law 
had  effected  its  proper  parpoees.  Those 
purposes  being  to  admit  all  that  could  be 
wanted  when  the  price  was  hiffh,  andour  own 
supply  scarce,  and  to  exclude  it  when  oar 
own  abundance  caused  the  price  to  be  mate- 
rially reduced.  It  was  said,  that  if  there 
had  been  a  fixed  duty,  there  would  have 
been  comparatively  no  fluctuation  at  all  j 
that  commerce  would  have  been  free 
and  easy,  and  everything  would  have 
gone  on  well.  This,  however,  was  contrary 
to  experience  in  respect  to  many  other 
articles.  Upon  a  former  occasion,  he  had 
shown  their  Lordships,  that,  taking  a  series 
of  years,  in  the  prices  of  wool,  cotton, 
hemp,  silk,  and  articles  without  end,  im- 
ported in  large  quantities  from  every 
part  of  the  world,  there  had  been  greater 
fluctuations  than  in  the  prices  of  com.  The 
noble  Lord  who  seconded  the  Address  had 
alluded  to  the  objection  made  to  the  pro- 
posed scheme,  on  the  ground  of  its  making 
this  country  dependent  upon  foreign  sup- 
ply, which  was  a  dangerous  thing,  and  he 
had  argued  that  he  saw  no  danger  in  this; 
but  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  was  the  true 
ground  upon  which  he  felt  himself  jus- 
tified in  supporting  the  Corn-laws,  and 
he  could  not,  after  all  the  consideration 
he  could  give  to  the  subject,  divest 
himself  of  grave  apprehensions,  if  we 
were  to  depend  on  the  importation  from 
abroad  of  the  main  part  of  our  supply,  and 
neglect  the  cultivation  of  com  in  our 
own  country,  we  might  find  the  difliculty 
aggravated  every  year;  for  although  the 
noble  Seconder  aid  not  think  that  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  com  would  throw  land* 
out  of  cultivation,  yet  if  he  listened  to  the 
arguments  of  others  who  wished  to  abolish 
the  com  laws,  and  who  called  this  a  land- 
lord's question,  they  argued  that  land  had 
been  brought  into  cultivation,  which  would 
not  have  been  so  brought  but  for  the  com 
hiws.  Why,  if80,ao5i^tegyt(Ltt^g"gg- 
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meatf  tbe  aiwlition  of  the  corn  laws  must 
hare  the  effect  of  throwing  that  land  again 
out  of  cttltivation.  He  (Lord  Ripon)  did 
not  8ay  that  land  had  been  so  brought  into 
cnlthration*  he  thought  there  were  other 
causes.  But  if  we  habitually  depended 
upon  foreign  countries  for  corn,  we  in- 
curred risk — and  risk  in  such  a  matter 
was  t  great  thing ;  we  ought  to  see  the 
effect  of  the  measure  before  we  placed  such 
interests  in  jeopardy  by  so  tremendous  a 
change.  It  was  not  dear  to  him^  if  they 
admitted  foreign  command  discouraged  the 
growth  of  our  own,  that  they  would  find 
foreign  countries  always  in  possession  of 
corn  to  send  us.  In  Dr.  Bowring's  re- 
port, a  curious  circumstance  was  men- 
tioned.  He  was  arguing  against  the  corn 
laws  as  preventing  the  extension  of  com- 
merce, and  he  says  that  the  German 
League  had  a  population  of  22,000,000, 
and  the  total  quantity  of  com  grown  in 
the  League  for  these  22,000,000  of  people 
did  not  exceed  13,000,000  quarters,  wheat, 
barley,  oats,  and  everything,  of  which  the 
people  consumed  18-14ths:  if  so,  the  whole 
quantity  they  were  capable  of  exporting 
would  not  equal  1,000,000  of  quarters  per 
annum.  And  yet  the  Government  scheme 
assumed  that  we  must  import  no  less  than 
3,000,000auarters  of  wheat,  and  3,000,000 
qnartera  of  other  corn  every  year,  which 
exceeded  the  whole  quantity  ever  im- 
ported in  any  one  vear,  whatever  miffht 
have  been  the  stimulus  of  excessively  high 
prices,  and  however  remote  the  comers 
which  have  been  ransacked  to  attain  them. 
In  no  one  year  did  the  imports  of  com 
ever  amount  to  2,500,000  quarters,  and 
yet  there  must  be  an  importation  of 
3,000,000  quarters  of  wheat  per  annum. 
Why  did  the  Government  set  this  up 
as  a  measure  of  finance?  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  assumed 
that  the  customs  on  corn  produced  a 
given  sum  per  annum,  and  he  built  his 
calculations  on  the  produce  of  the  cus- 
toms for  the  last  two  or  three  years; 
in  this  period  about  1,000,0002.  a-year 
had  been  received  on  corn.  The  Go- 
vernment said  they  expected  to  raise  by 
their  project,  400,000IL  But  if  they  did 
ff^  1,600,000/.  a  year,  the  whole  calcula- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  wrong;  and  the  result  of  the  estimate, 
which  was  founded  upon  the  last  two  years 
^ng  1,100,000/.,  was,  that  3,000,000 
quarters  of  wheat  must  be  annually  im. 
ported  at  tbe  8^.  duty,  and  another 
8j600>000  at  the  medium  duty,  in  order 


to  produce  the  required  sum  of  1,600,600/. ; 
in  fact,  there  must  be  a  ^rpetual  im- 
portation of  wheat,  whether  it  was  wanted 
or  not,  before  the  expectations  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  could  be 
realized.  But,  on  the  supposition  that 
the  project  of  the  Government  were  car- 
ried into  effect,  no  man  could  entertain 
any  reasonable  doubt  that  a  very  large  por- 
tion of  the  com  land  in  this  country  would 
be  thrown  out  of  cultivation — an  evil, 
which,  if  it  once  commenced,  no  one  could 
say  where  it  would  stop,  or  what  would 
be  its  disastrous  consequences.  One  of  his 
noble  Friends  had  laughed  at  the  idea  of 
foreign  powers  interposing  laws  to  pre- 
vent tbe  importation  of  com  into  this  coun- 
try. But  was  it  not  trae  that  there  was  a 
law  now  in  force  in  Russia  which  permitted 
the  importation  of  foreign  com.  Why 
was  this?  Because  the  supply  for  the 
last  few  years  had  been  below  the  de- 
mand. If,  however  the  Emperor  of  Russia  - 
could  permit  the  importation  of  foreign  com, 
for  two  or  three  ^ears,  it  would  seem  that 
without  his  permission  it  could  not  be  im- 
ported, so  that  there  was  not  a  free-trade 
m  corn  in  Russia  after  all,  for  the  Empe- 
ror could  put  an  end  to  it  whenever  he 
thought  proper.  He  could  not  help  think- 
ing, then,  that  it  would  be  the  height 
of  impradence  to  relv  habitually  upon 
any  foreign  supply  of  corn,  for  such  a 
course  must  inevitably  lead  to  the  risk 
of  exposing  this  country  to  want  and 
even  to  famine.  There  was  only  one 
other  part  of  the  case  to  which  he  wished 
to  advert,  that  was  the  mercantile  view  of 
the  question.  It  was  said,  '*  If  vou  esta- 
blish free  trade  in  corn,  you  will  nave  such 
a  great  and  increased  exportation  of  ma- 
nufactures, that  our  trade  will  flourish  to 
an  enormous  extent,  and  the  landholder 
will  profit  in  the  general  prosperity  that 
the  increased  trade  would  produce.'*  No 
doubt,  that  if  the  prosperity  was  general, 
the  landholders  would  profit  by  it  \  but  he 
thought  there  were  grave  reasons  for 
doubting,  whether,  if  they  were  to  alter 
their  Com-laws,  they  would  acquire  that 
extensive  trade  from  those  particular 
countries  whence  it  was  expected.  Just 
see  how  the  question  became  narrowed 
when  thev  looked  at  those  countries.  The 
trade  could  not  come  from  the  greater  part 
of  Europe,  because  the  greater  part  of 
Europe  had  protective  ComJaws.  Hoi. 
land,  Prance,  Belgium,  Sweden,  Por- 
tugal, Spain,  Naples,  Sicily,  the  Pafial 
dominions^  Austria,  and  oven  Bavanai 
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ifi  tbe  iolerior  of  GMmaoy.  bud  Com* 
laws  for  their  own  protection.  How 
then  could  aoy  one  posaibly  arcue  that 
tboee  oountriea  would  be  induoea  to  take 
our  tnttDufactures  bj  a  reductiou  of  the 
duty  on  their  corn }  It  wa3  said,  that  the 
Prussian  league  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
Corurlaws,  and  if  they  were  repealed,  no* 
thing  could  be  more  easy  than  to  induoe 
the  Prussian  go?ernment  to  alter  their 
8jr8ten»,  and  to  receive  our  manu&ctures. 
Now,  he  begged  leave  to  «ay,  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  Germanic  league  had 
anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  state  of 
the  Gqrnplaws  or  the  commerce  of  this 
country  in  its  original  conception.  The 
fact  wsAt  that  the  real  character  of  that 
lea^e  was  political ;  it  was  part  of  a  great 
political  scnemei  propounded  and  carried 
into  effect  by  men  who  were  under  the 
influence  of  a  spirit  of  devotedneas  to  their 
father-land,  and  of  oeal  for  the  proaperity 
of  Uieir  great  and  noble  scheme — a  scheme 
devised  for  the  purpose  of  nationalising 
the  north  of  Germany,  and  giving  to  it  a 
coherence  and  solidity  which  experience 
had  proved  to  be  entirely  wanting  in  the 
antient  German  empire,  and  in  that  par- 
tial and  flimsy  substitution  for  it  by  Napo^ 
leoUj  of  the  confederation  of  the  Bhine; 
and  here  he  would  remark,  that  the  ex- 
istence of  that  Germanic  league,  and  what- 
ever incidental  obstacles  it  might  impaae 
upon  our  ^rade,  the  commercial  sdieme 
connected  with  it»  was  one  of  the  safest 
guarantees  for  the  peace  of  Europe  that 
had  been  brought  into  exiatence  since 
the  termination  of  the  last  war.  What 
reason,  then,  was  there  for  thinking  that 
any  of  thoae  countries  he  had  mentioned 
would  take  our  manufactures  if  we  said 
that  we  would  take  their  corn^  No 
man  who  knew  Germany  could  fail  to 
discover  that  tlie  principle  which  ani- 
mated the  German  government  and  people 
was  that  of  securing  protection  for  their 
own  manuflictures.  They  might  be  wrong, 
or  we  might  be  wrong;  but  it  was  a 
v^y  natural  feeling,  and  one  which  had 
pervaded  all  nations  in  all  civiliaed  times. 
It  might  have  been  carried  to  great  excess; 
indeed  it  has  been  carried  to  very  great 
excess  in  this  and  other  countries,  and  he, 
as  w«ll  as  othersj  bad  been  instrumental  in 
checking  that  excess.  But  he  believed 
that  none  of  those  governments  would  make 
any  relaxation  in  their  laws  merely  because 
we  proposed  to  take  their  corn.  As  to 
Qussia*  if  ever  there  existed  a  country 
wbosepoticy  was  of  a  restrictive  characteri 


against  the  productiona  of  other  oountriea, 
it  was  Russia*    From  the  time  of  the  Em- 
press Catherine,  the  laws  of  Russia  had 
been  most  rigorously  enforced,  under  the 
severest  penalties,  againat  the  introduotion 
of  foreign  manufactures.     The  Russian 
government  had  made   great   sacrifices, 
whether  wisely  or  not,  be  would  not  at 
present  say,  to  establish  manufiietMres  in 
every  part  of  the  country:  they  bad  done 
so ;  thoae  manufactures  were  greatly  ex- 
tended, and  some  were  very  louriahing, 
though  others,  probably,  were  not  ao«  as 
all  could  not  be  expected  to  succeed  there, 
any  more  than  here  or  in  other  oountriea. 
But  thev  had  extended  greatly,  nevertbe- 
less,  ana  the  interests  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  people  were  bound  up  in  them.   Look* 
ing  then  at  the  history  of  nations,  and  the 
motives  by  which  men  were  governed,  be 
could  not  believe,  that  for  the  mere  sake  of 
giving  a  little  extension  to  their  trade  in 
corn  they  would  all  at  once  abandon  all 
their  settled  policy,  upwards  of  a  century 
old,  and  let  our  manufactui^es  come  in  to 
what  they  could  not  but  deem  an  injurious, 
perhaps  a  ruinous,  competition  with  their 
own.     It  appeared,  then,  that  the  Govern- 
ment scheme  was  vicious  and  fallacious*  At 
all  events,  it  was  uncertain.    And  it  was 
part  of  the  wisdom  which  her  Majeaty  had 
expressed  a  hope  would  guide  tlieir  delibe- 
rations, not  to  shut  their  eyes  to  such  great 
evils  as  those  to  which  he  had  alluded. 
Having  now  gone  through  these  various 
topics  at  some  length,  he  had  to  state  that 
under  all  the  curcumstances  of  the  case, 
looking  to  the  course  that  had  been  taken 
with  respect  to  the  finances  of  the  country 
—looking  to  the  course  which  her  Majes- 
ty's Government  had  proposed  to  pursue — 
and  looking  to  the  declaration  which  had 
been  stated  by  the  two  noble  Lords  opposite, 
that  they  intended  to  stand  or  &11  by  those 
propositions,  and  deeming  the  propositions, 
as  thev  stood,  liable  to  the  grave  doubts 
and  difficulties  which  be  haa  stated^  he 
should  move  an  amendment  to  the  Address, 
which  would  express  a  want  of  confidence 
in  her  Majesty's  Ministers.    He  thought 
it  needless  to  attempt  to  say  anything  to 
justify  this  course,  beyond  the  grounds  he 
had  already  stated.     The  Government,  the 
country,  and  all  parties  were  in  a  position 
which  evidently  rendered  it  impoasiUe  for 
the  public  business  to  go  on.    They  mast 
come  to  some  plain  and  distinct  expression 
of  opinion  as  to  the  principles  upon  which 
the  Government  of  the  country  abould  be 
conducted.    Heabouldi  therefor«bnrpjme 
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Mich  ao  Amendment  as  he  hoped^  and  be- 
lieved^  their  lordships  would  adopt  He 
deshed  that  their  should  present  them* 
advtfS  before  her  Majesty  as  her  loyal,  and 
fiuthAil*  and  devoted  subjects,  whose  at- 
taehment  to  the  Throne  was  founded  upon 
the  pnnciples  of  the  constitution,  not 
adopted  to  ser?e  the  purposes  of  the  mo^ 
ment«4i9  a  body  ot  men  who,  whilst  they 
raspect  the  piefogetives,  and  ?enerate  the 
dignity  and  the  person  of  the  Sovereign, 
know  how  to  appreciate  the  duties  whXph 
their  station  imposes  upon  themselyes,  and 
equally  desire  to  maintain  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  people.  He  should  wish 
their  Lordships  to  approach  her  Majesty 
with  those  feelings  in  their  hearts,  sen- 
sible of  their  human  infirmities,  and 
with  the  fear  of  God  before  their  eyes, 
looking  tq  him  for  that  wisdom  which  was 
necessary  to  ffqide  their  councils  and  deli- 
berations, and  to  direct  all  their  effort  to 
the  utmost^as,  notwithstanding  all  misre- 
presentation and  all  gainsayiogi  he  would 
assert,  it  was  their  earnest  desire,  for  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  the  country. 

The  noble  Earl  concluded  by  proposing 
the  following  Amendment  to  the  latter  part 
of  the  Address :— 
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of  public  coDoern»  that  yoor  Msjssly's  Govern- 
ment should  possess  the  confidence  of  this 
House  and  of  t!ie  country ;  and  respectfully  to 
r^rssent  to  your  Majesty  that  th^it  confidence 
is  not  reposed  in  the  present  advisers  of  your 
Msjesty : 

We  assure  your  Majesty  that  ip  the  gracious 
expression  of  yonr  Majesty's  deep  sympathy 
with  those  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  who  are 
now  suffering  from  distress  and  want  of  em- 
ployment, we  recognise  an  additional  proof  of 
your  Majesty's  tender  regard  for  the  welfare  of 
your  M^esty's  subjects ;  and  that  we  cordially 
join  in  the  prayer  of  your  Majesty,  that  all  our 
deliberations  may  be  guided  by  wisdom,  and 
may  conduce  to  the  happiness  of  your  Majesty's 
people." 

The  Marquess  of  Clanricarde  explained, 
that  he  did  not  say  he  was  ibr  a  total  abo- 
lition of  the  Corn-laws  immediately:  he 
thought  he  had  said  he  was  for  a  moderate 
or  low  duty  on  corn  at  first.  But  he  was 
free  to  say,  he  hoped  that  in  a  very  short 


'*  We  Humbly  represent  to  your  Majesty,  that 
we  observe  with  great  concern  that  the  public 
eipenditure  has  of  late  in  each  of  several  suc« 
cessire  years  exceeded  the  annual  income,  and 
that  we  are  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
adopting  measures  for  thj  purpose  of  remedy- 
ing so  great  an  evil : 

^e  assure  your  Majesty  that  we  are  deeply 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  those  considera* 
tions,  to  which  your  Majesty  has  been  graci- 
ously pleased  to  direct  our  attention,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  commerce  and  revenue  of  the 
country,  and  to  the  laws  whieh  regulate  the 
trade  in  corn: 

That  in  deciding  the  course  which  it  may 
be  adrlsable  to  pursue  with  reference  to 
snch  matters,  it  will  be  our  earnest  desire 
to  consult  the  interest,  and  promote  the  wel- 
ftrs  of  all  elasses  of  your  Majesty's  subjects : 
That  we  feel  it,  howeyer,  to  be  our  doty 
humbly  to  submit  to  your  Majesty  that  It  is 


time  those  laws  might  be  repealed.     He 
bad  not  said  that  he  did  not  think  any  fo« 
reign  powers  would  not  impose  laws  pre- 
venting the  importation  of  their  corn  into 
this  country ;  on  the  contrary,  hereferred  to 
a  time  when  such  laws  were  imposed ;  but 
his  opinion  was,  that  no  such  laws  could  pre- 
vail against  the  reciprocal  wants  of  nations. 
Earl  FiizwiUiam  said,  that  curiosity 
had  been  excited  on  his  part  at  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl  op* 
posite,  which  had  not  been  entirely  grati- 
fied.    He  had  undoubtedly  thought,  that 
the  noble  Earl  in  the  task  he  had  under- 
taken would  have  endeavoured  to  state  to 
their  Lordships  what  measures  he  would 
be  disposed  to  pursue  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  country.    Instead 
of  that,  however,  the  noble  Earl  had  con« 
eluded  with  an  amendment,  in  which  he 
did  not  point  out  any  one  measure  which 
it  would  be  desirable  to  pass,  %ut  merely 
stated,  that  her  Majesty  s  Ministers  did 
not  possess  what  was  in  Parliamentary 
language  called  the  confidence  of  that 
House.    That  was  neither  more  nor  less 
than  saying-— and  that  was  the  important 
proposition  involved  in  that  statement-^ 
^    ,         ,    '  ^    -  '^  we  are  the  many,  and  you  are  the  few.** 

to  the  satisfactoryrssultsof  our  de.   That  was  all  that  was  meant    by  that 
liberations   upon   these  and  other  matters  |  statement|  and  it  would  appear  fcmn  tbtt 
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words  the  noble  Earl  was  desirous  of  ad- 
ding, that  he  was  desirous  of  nothing 
more  than  of  avoiding  a  declaration  of  any 
mode  which  he  would  propose  to  extricate 
the  country  out  of  the  difficulties  in 
which  she  was  placed— difficulties  which 
the  noble  Earl  admitted — but  for  which 
he  did  not  condescend  to  point  out  the 
remedy.  The  noble  Earl  he  apprehended 
did  not  deny  the  difficulty  in  which  the 
country  was  placed,  he  did  not  deny  the 
deficiency  in  the  re?enue,  on  the  contrary, 
that  deficiency  formed  the  groundwork  of 
the  amendment  he  had  proposed.  Then, 
if  the  noble  Earl  did  that,  if  he  enunciated 
those  premises,  the  logical  conclusion  of 
his  amendment  ought  to  ha?e  been,  that 
such  and  such  other  measures  would  have 
been  more  adrisable  than  those  proposed 
by  her  Majesty's  Government.  NUharum! 
llie  noble  Earl  said  nothing  but  this, 
''  We  are  the  many,  and  you  are  the  few.** 
That,  indeed,  was  what  the  people  out  of 
doors  looked  at  when  a  change  of  admin- 
istration was  coming  on.  But  that  bad 
not  been  the  usual  manner  in  which  pro- 
positions  of  the  kind  had  been  stated 
within  the  walls  of  Parliament,  nor  the 
manner  in  which  those  who  were  to  incur 
subsequent  responsibility  had  generally 
conducted  themselves  on  such  occasions. 
He  would  beg  to  refer  the  noble  Earl  to 
his  own  conduct  on  a  former  occasion, 
some  ten  or  eleven  years  ago,  when  the 
noble  Earl  was  connected  with  a  party 
then  coming  into  power,  as  he  was  now  a 
member  of  a  party  wishing  to  take  office. 
What  did  the  leaders  of  that  party  do  on 
that  occasion?  Did  they  make  a  mystery 
of  the  measures  they  intended  to  propose  ? 
What  did  the  noble  Earl,  under  whom 
the  noble  Earl  then  served  as  a  Cabinet 
Minister,  do  upon  that  occasion  f  He 
said  there  were  certain  principles  which 
bis  party  adopted,  and  which  they  in- 
tended to  carnf  into  effect.  The  great 
measure  of  reform  in  the  representation 
wu  the  measure  they  afterwards  effected, 
and  upon  the  principle  of  which  they  came 
into  powef.  Earl  Orey  did  not  say,  **  we 
are  the  manv,  and  joa  are  the  few,**  but 
boldly  atatea  certain  principles  which  he 
designed  to  be  the  basis  of  bis  policy.  In 
like  manner,  in  1807,  when  the  adminis- 
tration of  Lord  Orenville  wu  overturned, 
and  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  Mr.  Per 
ctval  came  into  power,  certain  measures 
were  opposed,  and  contrary  principles 
were  atowed  ind  earned  into  eAct.  And 


so,  upon  all  former  great  changes,  he  ap- 
prehended  that  some  principles  were 
slated,  and  some  measnres  propounded 
for  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  as 
the  groundwork  for  making  them,  Bni 
the  noble  Earl  was  a  prudent  man  In  bis 
generation.  The  noble  Earl  had  said,  the 
country  was  in  difficulties,  bnt  be  left  Ptir- 
liament  in  a  state  of  profound  ignorance 
as  to  what  their  reniedies  were  to  be. 
The  noble  Earl  said  we  had  a  deficient 
revenue — ^how  did  he  propose  to  equalise 
the  revenue  with  the  expenditure  ?  Did 
he  intend  to  sweep  away  the  taxes  thai 
now  fettered  the  commercial  industrv  of 
the  country,  and  to  substitute  a  new  Isnd 
or  property  tax  ?  Would  that  be  the  mea- 
sure the  noble  Earl  would  propose  t  He 
believed,  that  if  any  party  m  that  House 
were  to  propose  to  accept  the  Oovemmeot 
of  the  country  upon  the  principle  of  impos- 
ing a  new  land  tax,  or  property  tax,  there 
would  not  be  so  large  a  majority  in  favour 
of  the  amendment  of  the  noble  Earl  as 
they  might  expect  to  see  in  the  course  of 
the  present  evening.  If  the  noble  Eari 
did  not  intend  to  propose  that,  what  did 
he  intend  to  propose  f  The  nol>le  Earl 
did  not  deny  the  difficulties  of  the  coun- 
try, for  they  were  undeniable,  and  no 
man  who  had  paid  any  attention  to  the 
state  of  manufacturing  and  commer- 
cial industry  in  the  country,  could  by 
any  possibility  deny  them.  The  noble 
Earl  emphatically  stated,  that  the  chief 
ground  on  which  he  was  prepared  to  de- 
fend the  Corn-laws  was  the  necessity  of 
this  country  being  independent  of  foreign 
supply.  It  was  all  very  well  for  the  noble 
Earl  to  make  a  flaming  speech  on  that 
subject,  and  to  call  upon  their  Lordships 
to  maintam  the  independence  of  the 
country^  but  how  stood  the  fact  f  Could 
this  country  be  independent  of  foreign 
supply  t  If  their  Lordships  would  refer 
to  tne  last  half  century,  ana  divide  it  into 
cycles  of  any  number  of  vears,  they  would 
find,  that  in  each  sncceeoing  erde  the  de- 
pendence of  the  country  on  a  foreign  sop- 
ply  of  grain  was  greater  than  in  the  pieoe- 
ding  one.  He  would  prove  that  in  a  verr 
few  moments.  In  the  twelve  years  which 
elapsed  from  1775  to  1786,  both  indnsivt, 
the  average  annual  import  of  min  was 
179,000 quarters;  in  the  succee£nf  cvde, 
ending  with  1798,  the  average  annual  im- 
portation was  334,000  quarters:  in  the 
Dextcvcle,  ending  with  1810»  the  avera|e 
annnal  impoft  waa90%fl9QsiiQail^j.iii 
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the  twenty-five  years  which  had  elapsed 
from  1815  to  1839y  both  inclusivey  the 
(▼erage  anoual  import  was  6I49OOO  quar- 
ters; andy  taking  ibe  last  eleven  of  those 
years,    the  average  annual  import  was 
863^000  quarters.   Thus  it  appeared^  that 
the  average  annual  importation  of  corn 
which,  in  the  first  cycle  of  twelve  years 
amounted  to  179,000  quarters,  had,  in  the 
coarse  of  half  a  century,  risen  to  863,000 
quarters.    Under  these  circumstances^  to 
talk  of  this  country  being  independent  of 
foreign  supply,  was  to  talk  of  something 
that  could  not  by  possibility  have  any  exis- 
tence, and,  therefore  it  would  be  better  not 
to  talk  of  it  at  all.  The  only  subject  which 
practical  men  ought  to  consider,  was  upon 
what  terms  the  importation  of  com  should 
take  place — whether  under  what  was  cal- 
led the  sliding  scale,  or  upon  payment  of 
a  low  duty,  or  without  any  duty  at  all. 
Foreign  supply  we  must  have,  and  the 
simple  question  was,   upon  what   terms 
should  we  have  it.    The  population  of 
the  country  was  increasing  at  a  much 
more  rapid  rate  than  any  increased  sup- 
ply we  were  able  to  draw  from  our  own  in- 
lemal  resources.   The  enumeration  of  the 
population  would  be  before  Parliament  in 
a  few  weeks,  and  then  it  would  probably 
be  seen,   that  the  population  of  these 
islands  was  increasing  at  the  rate  of  not 
less  than  250,000  souls  a  year*    To  sup- 
ply that  increase  of  population  250,000 
quarters  of  wheat  would  be  required,  and 
as  manv  acres  of  land  must  be  brought 
into  cultivation  as  there  were  quarters  of 
wheat  wanted.      Their  Lordships,  how- 
ever, would  be  deluding  themselves  and 
the  country  if  they  held  out  the  expecta- 
tion, that  the  requisite  quantity  of  corn 
oould  be  supplied  by  any  quantity  of  land 
which  they  could  bring  into  cultivation  in 
this  country.     He  was  aware,  that  under 
the  stimulus  of  high  prices,  tracts  of  land 
had  been  brought  into  cultivation  which, 
under  other  circumstances,  it  would  by  no 
means  have  been  desirable  to  plough. 
This  was  the  case  with  the  downs  of  Sus- 
sex, and  even  Salisbury  plain — ^land  which 
was  never  intended  by  nature  to  produce 
com,  and  'to  bring  which  into  cultivation 
merely  involved  a  waste  of  capital,  with- 
out any  advantage  to  the  country  at  large. 
Go  the  contrary,  taking  an  agricultural 
view  of  the  matter,  he  must  say,  that 
bringing  such  land  into  tillage  was  posi- 
tively injurious.    Left  to  itself  the  land 
was,  to  a  certain  degree,  profitable,  but, 


having  been  broken  up,  it  was  allowed, 
when  a  cycle  of  low-priced  years  came, 
to  go  to  grass,  and  then  a  century  would 
elapse  before  it  would  be  as  valuable  as  it 
was  before  it  was  first  broken  up.     As  he 
had  before  observed,  the  time  had  come 
when  it  was  necessary  for  Parliament  to 
consider  upon  what  terms  foreign  corn 
should  be  admitted  into  this  country.  The 
pecuniary  efiect  of  the  sliding  scale  was 
to  encourage  speculation,  the  object  bf 
the  speculators  being  to  raise  the  price  of 
the  article  to  the  highest  price,  in  order 
that  they  might  import  foreign  corn  at  the 
lowest  duty.    The  speculators  had  no  ab- 
stract love  of  high  prices,  and  did  not 
desire  to  make  the  food  of  the  people  dear, 
but  it  was   necessary  for  their  purpose 
that  it  should  be  so,  in  order  that  they 
might  get  rid  of  the  duty.    The  present 
price  of  bread  corn  (he  most  use  the 
phrase,  although  he  had  before  been  re- 
buked for  doing  so)  was  between  75s.  and 
SOs.  a  quarter.    The  rise  of  price  had 
been  owing,  in  some  degree,  to  the  pros- 
pect of  an  unfavourable  harvest,  and  also 
to  the  operations  of  the  speculators  in  fo* 
reign  corn,  who,  not  content  with  the 
ordinary  sales  which  take  place  in  the 
country,  created  a  vast  number  of  ficti- 
tious sales,  in  which  the  farmers  were  in 
no  respect  concerned.    Farmers  are  de- 
riving no  benefit  from  the  present  high 
trices,  for  if  any  of  their  Lordships  had 
ad  occasion  to  travel  from  the  Land's- 
end,  or  from  John  0*Groat's  House  to 
London,  they  must  have  observed  that 
the  f&rm-yards  were  perfectly  destitute 
of  com,  and  it  was  manifest,  therefore, 
that  no  part  of  the  present  advance  in 
the  price  of  corn  would  go  into  the  far- 
mer's pocket.    It  went  into  the  pocket 
of   the    corn-dealer;    and    at   the  time 
he  was  realising  from  9s.  to  IO5.  a  bushel, 
it  was  exceedingly  probable  that  many  a 
farmer  was  actually  obliged  to  buv  corn  for 
the  subsistence  of  his  family  and  iiis  cattle. 
This  was  a  state  of  things  by  no  means 
beneficial  to  the  agricultural  interest,  and 
he   doubted  whether  it  could  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  landed  interest  as  distinct  from 
the  agricultural  interest.    That  was  the 
opinion  at  which  he  had  arrived  from  a 
consideration  of  the  evidence  given  before 
Pailiamentary  committees  by  land  valuers 
and  agents  ot  the  most  respectable  charac- 
ter. The  efiect  of  high  prices  was,  to  cause 
a  higher  rent  to  be  demanded  from  agri« 
cultural  occupiers  than  the  actual  state  of 
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things  would  Justify.  The  ooUe  Earl 
heIo\r  him  had  oonectly  stated^  that  57^.  a 
quarter  was  a  fair  basis  for  the  rent  a  te- 
nant should  pay ;  but  if  he  would  inquire, 
the  noble  Earl  would  find,  that  that  ^as 
not  the  basis  at  which^  under  the  operation 
of  tbe  present  Corn-law,  land-valuers  look 
in  settling  the  rent  of  land.  It  went  con- 
siderably beyond  that  sum,  and,  in  fact, 
the  very  construction  of  the  law  was  cal- 
culated to  infuse  into  the  minds  of  both 
occupiers  and  landowners  that  the  sum 
ought  to  be  63f.  or  645.  a  quarter,  and 
that  was  actually  the  basis  u^ion  which  the 
rent  of  land  was  calculated.  If  rents  had 
been  calculated  at  6*6s.  and  64«.  per  quarter, 
whilit,  in  point  of  fact,  the  average  price 
of  corn  haa  been  only  56;.,  57s.,  or  585.,  in 
that  fact  alone  was  to  be  found  the  history 
of  agricultural  distress.  That  was  the  Itue 
explanation  of  all  the  petitions  presented 
to  that  and  the  other.  House  of  Parliament 
some  years  ago,  in  consequence  of  which 
committees  were  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  distress  of  the  agriculturists.  Rent 
was,  in  fact,  fixed  at  a  higher  level  than 
drcumstances  could  justify.  He  was 
anxious  that  the  Legislature  should  re- 
trace its  steps  with  reference  to  this 
question.  A  great  deal  of  very  good  lan^* 
gUage  had  been  introduced  into  the  atnend- 
ment,  but,  after  all,  it  told  nothing,  and 
it  ^kA  intended  to  tell  nothing.  The  agr'n 
tulttiral  Interest  would  not  be'  a  bit  the 
wiser  for  !t.  A  gt^at  authority  had  stated 
elsewhere,  that  the  Sliding  scale  must  be 
Itiaintained,  but  ti6t  a  word  had  beett 
said  as  to  the  point  at  which  it  was  to 
begin  of  eitd.  As  to  that  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  also  had  Said  not  a  word.  For 
tne  feasond  Which  hd  had  stated,  he  tion-^ 
8ld«i^  tbe  sliding  sMe  a  very  bad 
soheme,  but  he  was  willing  to  admit 
that  it  tnighl  be  so  adjusted  as  to  obviate 
•ome  of  tbe  objections  which  he  enter* 
laiued  to  If.  It  might  be  so  arranged 
M  fO  present  the  price  of  food  beitig 
ittised  so  efic»ffiotisly  as  It  was  at  pre- 
sent, by  taking  4bi*  at  001.  for  What  was 
called  th6  pif^oti  instead  of  62*.  or  64*. 
Upon  all  theStf  points,  however,  their 
Lordships  Were  kn  in  a  stftte  of  blessed 
igi)orttti6e  by  the  amendmetit  of  the  no- 
ble Earh  Whaleter  might  be  the  inten* 
tlOtiS  of  those  who  were  about  to  succeed 
fafs  ndble  Frkmds  id  the  Government,  he 
cefiilnly  gave  th^m  credit  for  c^onoeating 
thirif  intetitiOffS  tnoil  effectually;  but, 
after  all,  he  would  not  be  Very  much 
tarprised  If^  after  the  lapse  of  k  cettaiti 


time,  the  law  should  be  alti^red.  He  did 
not  know  how  long  it  would  be  befohs 
the  idteration  took  place — that  would  d^% 
pend  upon  the  nature  of  it  If  the 
altehitlon  was  to  be  a  small  one»  the 
country  would  have  it  soon*  but  if  the 
alteration  was  intended  to  be  a  great 
one,  it  would  be  neoessaryi  to  save  appear- 
ances and  for  decency's  sake,  to  defer 
it  a  little  longer.  He,  however,  had  a 
lively  rseollection   of  what    in  eommoii 

Skrlanoe  was  called  Catholio  Emancipation^ 
e  came  into  Parliament  when  the  battle 
began»  and  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  it  brought  to  a  successful  issue* 
The  battle  of  commercial  freedom  was  now 
about  to  be  fought,  and  he  believed  that  the 
same  Spirit  of  truth  which  had  led  to  success 
in  the  former  battle,  would  lead  to  triumph 
In  this.  The  fortress  of  monopoly,  was  at 
presenti  in  appearance,  vigorously  defon^ 
ded,  but  he  believed,  and  be  was  of  opht«> 
ion  that  the  noble  Earl  oppotile  believed 
so  t00|  that  it  would  shortly  be  surrcri' 
dered.  He  thought  also  that  the  noble  Barl 
himself  might  very  likely  be  a  party  to  its 
surrender^and  he  would  tell  their  Lordships 
why  he  tliought  so.  The  noble  Earl  was 
the  author  of  the  laW  of  1816,  which  was 
introduced  to  make  this  country  indepen4 
dent  of  foreigu  supply.  [The. Earl  of 
Ripms  Not  so.]  He  recollected  perfeollt 
well  that  that  was  the  gfouftd  on  whteh 
the  law  of  1815  was  introduced  and  de* 
fended*  It  was,  however,  abandoned  in 
favour  of  the  law  of  1828|  which  was  a 
great  stride  in  the  road  of  improvement, 
alihough  he  preferred  the  measure  pro& 
posed  in  1827  by  Mr.  Canning*  We  had 
now  got  to  1841,  another  cycle  of  thirteen 

?ears«^just  tbe  time  for  a  fresh  change. 
t  was  probable^  boweveff  that  the  existing 
law  would  be  allowed  to  go  on  for  another 
yesr.  Much,  of  course,  would  depend 
upon  the  courage  of  noble  Lords  opposite 
in  facing  public  opink)o.  If  they  could 
not  venture  upon  a  radical  ehange  of  the 
law,  there  would  be  li  little  tampering  with 
it<  It  would  be  dis^vered  that  the  har- 
vest of  1841  was  vsr?  bad*~-that  there 
was  a  short  supply  in  the  country — that  it 
was  necessary  to  introduce  a  sdiall  supply 
from  abroad— that  there  were  230,000 
quarters  in  bendy  ready  to  be  brought  into 
the  market,  and,  perhaps,  an  order  in 
cooncil  might  be  resortea  to  for  that  pur- 
pose. For  his  parti  he  congratulated  tlie 
eountry  on  the  present  posHion  of  the 
question;  il  bad  made  «  great  stride  in 
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pttblie  oi^ttioD^  In  coniequence  of  having 
been  taken  up  by  the  exeeuUve.  It  might 
caase  the  downfall  of  the  present  Adminis* 
tration,  but  that  was  a  matter  about  which 
he  Mi  eomparatively  little.  He  spoke 
sincerely,  and  he  believed  he  might  ven- 
ture to  say  that  his  noble  Friend  near  him 
cared  as  little  for  the  result.  The  ques- 
tion had  been  brought  fairly  before  the 
country  by  the  executive,  and  men  who 
never  brought  their  minds  to  bear  opoh 
the  subject  were  now  attentively  consider- 
ing  iti  There  mighti  to  be  sure,  have  been 
large  numbers  of  persons^  such  as  the 
anti-corn-law  league  associated  in  Man- 
ehester  and  other  towns;  but  the  great 
mass  of  public  opinion  had  never  before 
be^n  brought  to  bear  upon  the  question. 
For  having  produced  that  result,  therefore. 
Ministers  were  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  country,  and  whatever  might  be  the 
Result  of  that  night's  debate— whatever 
might  be  the  triumph  of  noble  Lords  op- 
posite, the  timd  would  come  when  the 
people  of  this  country  would  gratefully  ac« 
knowledge  the  obligations  under  which 
thev  stood  to  the  Government  for  having 
had  the  eenrage  to  bring  this  great  roea« 
sure  before  them.  He  said^  for  having 
bad  the  couhige  to  do  so<  because  who- 
ever observed  the  power  of  the  landed  in^- 
felest  must  be  aware  that  any  Qovernment 
which  ventured  no  place  iteelf  in  opposition 
10  (hem  was  committing  an  aet  of  political 
suicide,  the  landed  was  the  most  power- 
ful itttereil  in  the  eountry,  and  he  was 
analottS  that  It  should  continue  to  be  so; 
but  be  wished  It  to  unite  justice  with 
power.  He  wished  it  to  eaereise  its  power 
with  justice  to  the  rest  of  the  country. 
The  landed  interest  might  rely  upon  this, 
that  it  (tottid  not  long  maintain  itself 
against  all  the  other  interests  of  theeoun- 
try«  when  ihey  should  bring  their  minds 
to  bear  npon  this  important  question. 

Lord  L^tlktoH  said,  1  cannot  vote  for 
the  Address  broposed  by  my  noble  and 
dNiat  Mpeeted  relative,  withotit  troubling 
your  Lordships  with  a  few  remarks^  My 
Lords,  I  vote  for  that  Address,  in  order 
to  signify  assenti  as  fkr  as  imperfect  know- 
ledge will  justi^  me  in  forming  an  opi- 
nioiii  to  those  measures  of  eommereial 
poliey  whieh  are  most  pointedly  alluded 
to  In  that  Address  $  with  the  exception  of 
that  on  the  sugar  duties,  and  that  not  on 
cofltithereial  grounds;  and  also  to  that 
general  System  of  policy  cooeerning  trade, 
wkMt  wottld  seam  lo  be  indicated  by  those  \ 


measures^  and  which  I  siippose  we  may 
now  take  for  granted  that  her  Hajesty'^a 
Ministers,  had  they  the  opportunityi 
Would  prodeed  to  act  on.  But  inasmueh 
as,  considering  the  nature  of  this  occasion, 
and  of  the  Amendment  proposed  by  the 
noble  Earl,  a  vote  given  in  favour  of  the 
Address  might  very  fairly  and  reasonably, 
unless  otherwise  explained,  be  construed 
as  a  vote  of  general  confidence  in  the  Qo* 
vernment,  1  hope  to  be  excused  if  1  ex- 
plain to  your  Lordships  some  of  the  rea- 
sons why  I  cannot  allow  my  vote  to  be  so 
considered ;  both  with  regard  to  some  cir* 
cumstances  connected  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  those  measures,  and  with  regard  to 
some  other  points  not  immediately  con- 
nected with  them.  It  is  not  that  1  can 
see  much  forde  in  some  of  the  objeotions 
commonly  taken  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Qovernment:  I  e^nnot  see  that  it  was 
wrong  in  them  to  introduce  those  mea* 
sures,  as  being  a  weak  Government  i  be-* 
tsause  those  same  measures  might  fairly  be 
expected  to  convert  thai  weakness  into 
stredgthi  Nor  cdn  I  think,  even  after  the 
remarks  of  the  noble  Eatl,  that  it  waS 
wrong  in  them  to  appeal  to  the  people  on 
those  measures  by  a  dissoltitioti  of  Parlia- 
ment, on  the  risk  of  what  is  called  popular 
agitation.  Popular  agitation  seemtf  to 
mean  little  bui  popular  discussion }  and 
if  ever  It  be  allowable  to  let  the  people 
judge  of  public  measuresi  these  measures 
Would  seem  to  be  such  as  they  might  most 
reasotiably  be  supposed  qualified  to  un<» 
derstand.  But  I  cannot  but  accept 
another  objection,  no  less commonljf  made 
*^for  I  cannot  pretend  to  novelty  m  pro* 
ducing  it — namely,  that  at  the  time  when 
Ministers  introduced  those  measures,  they 
had  no  right  according  lo  the  constitution 
of  this  country  to  stand  before  the  then 
existing  Parliament  as  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  at  all ;  and  especially  that  It  was 
almost  an  absurdity  and  a  contradiction 
for  them  to  stand  before  that  Parliament 
under  those  circumstances,  and  still  to 
call  themselves  a  Whig  Oovernment.  My 
Lords,  let  me  recapitulate  a  few  facts*  I 
will  say  nothing  of  what  happened  in  the 
Session  of  1840;  something  might  be 
said  I  but  I  pass  that  over.  But  in  the 
last  Session,  Ministers  were  beat  on  an 
important  clause  of  the  most  detiateable 
and  disputed  bill^indeed,  the  only  party 
bill,  as  it  is  called,  which  they  had  yet  in- 
troduced, on  April  96t  by  a  majority  of 
Si ;  on  April  29/lia  abolher  clausoi  by  a 
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majority  of  11 ;  tbey  gave  up  the  bill,  but 
still  retained  their  places ;  they  brought  in 
their  budget;  they  were  beaten  on  the 
sugar  duties  by  a  still  greater  majority  ; 
they  still  remained  in  office,  till  this  suc- 
cession of  negations  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  changed  into  a  most  undeniable 
position,  and  they  were  declared  unworthy 
of  the  confidence  of  that  House.  My 
Lords,  I  do  not  trouble  your  Lordships 
with  argument  on  what  has  been  already 
so  amply  debated ;  I  will  only  say  that  I 
for  one,  am  too  much  of  a  Whig  to  ap- 
prove of  such  conduct.  For  what  is  the 
defence  ?  What  is  the  defence  on  the  con- 
stitutional question  ?  Precedents  are  ap- 
Sialed  to.  That  we  do  not  object  to. 
ut  what  precedents?  Several;  but 
chiefly,  as  tne  most  recent  and  appro- 
priate, those  of  1784  and  the  property  tax 
of  1814,  the  precedents  of  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Lord  Castlereagh ;  what  are  we  to  say  to 
this?  Why,  noble  Lords  opposite  may  find 
themselves  pinched  by  such  an  argument; 
her  Majesty's  opposition  anywhere  may 
feel  themselves  bound  to  answer  it ;  but 
for  us  who  call  ourselves  Whigs  in  this 
matter;  who  hold,  not  indeed  that  the 
people  are  the  true  and  ultimate  source  of 
all  power,  but  that  a  popular  constitution 
is  tne  best  mode  of  bringing  into  free 
action  that  wisdom  and  virtue  which  have 
a  real,  divine  right  to  sway  the  destinies  of 
nations—for  us  it  is  sufficient  to  reply 
that  Mr.  Pitt's  conduct  appears  to  us  ut- 
terly unjustifiable  and  unwarrantable; 
justified,  as  the  phrase  is,  by  success,  and 
drowned,  as  it  were,  beneath  the  flood  of 
prosperity  and  glory  that  followed  it ;  but 
m  itself  unwarrantable,  and  that  of  all  the 
authorities  that  can  be  alleged  on  a  con- 
stitutional question,  l<ord  Castlereagh  is 
about  the  one  to  whom  we  should  attri- 
bute the  least  weight :  I  hope  I  may 
speak  without  ofience  of  an  historical 
character.  Such  at  least  is  my  view.  My 
Lords,  I  must  beg  your  Lordships'  indul- 
gence, if  I  leave  the  engrossing  topics 
which  have  chiefly  been  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion this  evening,  and  say  something  of 
remote  matters,  which  have  weighed  with 
me  in  refusing  entire  confidence  to  the 
Government.  It  may  perhaps  be  supposed 
that  what  has  had  the  most  weight  with 
me,  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  respect  to  ecclesiastical  legisla- 
tion. My  Lords,  I  certainly  have  consi- 
dered that  the  Government  were  not  de- 
serving of  entire  confidence,  for  their 


mode  of  dealing  with  an  institution  which 
1  believed  they  did  not  rightly  appreciate. 
But  considered  relatively  to  any  Govern- 
ment that  might  be  supposed  likely  to 
succeed  them,  I  have  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  thinking  it  certain  that  their  re- 
moval would  benefit  the  Church.  I  had 
little  confidence  in  the  existing  Govern- 
ment on  these  subjects ;  I  had  not  much 
more  in  those  who  might  be  supposed  to 
be  their  successors.  Moreover,  I  did  not 
consider  it  material  to  what  are  called  the 
interests  of  the  Church,  what  Government 
might  or  might  not  be  in  power ;  believ- 
ing, that  if  the  Church  herself,  by  which 
I  mean  if  we,  every  one  of  us,  did  our 
duty  as  churchmen  and  not  only  as  citi- 
zens, the  Church  would  then  vindicate  her 
position  in  the  country,  and  any  Govern- 
ment that  might  be  in  power  would  find 
that  the  best  thing  it  could  do  for  its  own 
purpose,  would  be  to  let  the  Church  alone* 
My  Lords,  in  mentioning  what  has  per* 
haps  weighed  most  with  me  in  my  con- 
duct, I  must,  beg  your  Lordships'  pardon 
for  reviving  a  very  antiquated  and  per- 
haps defunct  subject ;  I  allude  to  the  once 
celebrated  appropriation  clause.  Of  the 
circumstances  attending  that  clause  I  need 
not  remind  your  Lordships;  the  resolu- 
tions on  which  it  was  founded  1  will  take 
the  liberty  of  reading  to  your  Lordships. 
On  April  2, 1835,  it  was  carried  on  the 
motion  of  Lord  J.  Russell,  "that  this 
House  do  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to  consider  of  the 
temporalities  of  the  Church  of  Ireland." 
On  the  7th  of  April  it  was  carried,  "  that 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
any  surplus  which  may  remain  after  fully 
providing  for  the  spiritual  instruction  of 
the  Members  of  the  Established  Church 
in  Ireland,  ought  to  be  applied  locally  to 
the  general  education  of  all  classes  of 
Christians."  On  the  same  evening,  "  that 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  House  that  no 
measure  on  the  subject  of  tithes  can  lead 
to  a  satisfactory  and  final  adjustment, 
which  does  not  embody  the  principle  con- 
tained in  the  foregoing  resolution."  My 
Lords,  I  say  that  if  ever  words  had  a 
meaning  beyond  the  mere  letter ;  if  ever 
circumstances  and  context  should  be  taken 
into  account  in  determining  the  meaning 
of  words,  the  meaning  of  those  words 
was,  that  coming  into  office  on  the  adop- 
tion of  those  resolutions,  nothing  should 
ever  induce  them  to  be  parties  to  a  mea- 
sure which  did  not  embody  their  principle. 
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That  is  the  plain  common  sense  view; 
on  that  principle  ihey  came  in ;  that  prin- 
ciple they  abandoned ;  from  that  moment 
I  have  not  been  able  to  avoid  the  convic- 
tion,  that  they  stood  in  office  on  ground 
not  their  own»  and  in  virtue  of  an  unful- 
filled covenant.  No  agreement  in  genera] 
policy,  no  private  feelings  should  ever  in- 
duce  me  to  adhere  fully  to  a  Government 
whose  public  engagements  were  unfulfilled, 
and  when  political  integrity  was  gone. 
Jdy  Lords,  I  will  not  dwell  upon  other 
points,  in  which  it  has  seemed  to  me  that 
the  Government  acted  wrong,  and  speci- 
fically in  contravention  of  Whig  princi- 
ples ;  such  as  the  Jamaica  bill,  ana  their 
conduct  on  the  Bedchamber  question. 
My  Lords,  undoubtedly  if  I  thought  that 
the  interests  of  this  country,  and  the 
liberal  principles  to  which  I  am  attached, 
would  suffer  seriously  from  the  removal  of 
the  present  Government,  it  might  greatly 
modify  my  conduct  on  this  question.  But 
I  for  one  have  little  fear  of  this.  I  be- 
lieve that  whatever  Government  is  in 
office,  the  principles  of  liberal  policy  will 
be  pursued ;  that  this  is  the  real,  perma- 
nent result  of  the  Reform  Bill,  and  that 
there  is  no  danger  of  an  opposite  result. 
The  question,  therefore,  rather  is  with  me, 
whether  the  political  character  of  the 
party  which  mav  at  any  time  be  in  office, 
is  such  as  will  allow  of  their  conforming  to 
those  principles  without  dishonour  to  them- 
selves. My  Lords,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  that  those  who  will  probably  succeed 
the  present  Government  are  of  character 
other  than  this ;  and  I  believe  this  to  be 
the  opinion  of  many  whose  liberal  princi- 
ples are  undisputed.  I  do  not  forget  the 
words  of  the  great  master  of  political 
wisdom :  he  that  supports  every  adminis- 
tration subverts  all  Government.  But 
when  Mr.  Barke  wrote  this,  of  the  two 
parties  whom  he  had  in  view,  the  one  was 
in  his  belief  partly  the  designing  agent, 
partly  the  passive  instrument  of  a  system 
which  went  to  subvert  in  an  essential  point 
the  constitution  of  this  country.  It  may 
be  held  by  some  persons  that  this  is  the 
intention  of  either  of  the  parties  who  are 
at  this  time  likely  to  be  in  power ;  I  at 
least  have  no  such  belief.  My  Lords, 
aware  of  your  Lordships*  indulgence,  I 
have  ventured  to  trouble  your  Lordships, 
nmpij  with  the  view  to  explain  and 
qualify  the  vote  which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
give. 

Viscount  MettottTfie  said :  The  nature 
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of  this  motion,  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  has  been  made — notwith- 
standing its  great  importance,  the  argu- 
ments on  which  it  has  been  founded,  and 
the  fair,  candid,  clear,  and  distinct  spirit 
in  which  it  has  been  submitted — do  not 
make  it  necessary  for  me  to  trouble  your 
Lordships  with  many  observations.  I  lis- 
tened to  my  noble  Friend  who  moved  the 
amendment  with  great  deference  for  his 
abilities,  with  great  deference  for  his  infor- 
mation, and  with  great  respect  for  his  can- 
dour, and  I  must  say,  that  seeing  the 
superstructure  he  was  about  to  raise,  a 
more  meagre,  slender,  or  fragile  founda- 
tion it  would  be  impossible  to  have  laid 
down.  The  noble  Lord  made  a  sort  of 
omnium  gatherum  speech ;  impressed  eve- 
ry thing  into  his  service,  as  well  what  we 
had  done  last  year  as  during  the  present ; 
and  on  such  a  collection  of  heterogeneous 
materials  he  founds  a  motion  of  this  mag- 
nitude—a motion  so  important  in  its  con- 
sequences, and  a  motion,  allow  me  to  say, 
perfectly  new  to  this  House.  My  Lords, 
It  came  like  a  thunder-clap  upon  me.  I 
own  I  was  ignorant  that  there  existed  in 
this  House  the  spirit  on  which  that  motion 
seems  to  proceed.  We  all  know  that  there 
were  a  great  many  factious  motions  in  the 
late  House  of  Commons,  and  continual 
motions  of  want  of  confidence ,  but  there 
was  not  the  least  intimation  that  your 
Lordships  sympathised  with,  or  counte- 
nanced any  such  proceeding.  Your  Lord- 
ships were  reposing  a  tranquil  confidence 
in  the  present  Government,  when  sudden- 
ly, on  the  grounds  stated  by  the  noble 
Lord,  unexpectedly,  contrary  to  all  former 
precedent,  belieing  in  fact  the  manner  'm 
which  you  have  heretofore  conducted 
yourselves,  the  noble  Lord  has  come  for- 
ward with  this  distinct  motion  of  a  want 
of  confidence  in  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. And  what  is  the  ground  for  such 
a  proposal  ?  He  states  certain  omissions 
in  the  speech  from  the  Throne.  He  says 
there  is  no  mention  of  the  expedition  to 
the  north  of  the  Indus,  or  the  Afghanis- 
tan territory.  With  respect  to  that  omis- 
sion I  can  only  say,  that  no  events  have 
lately  taken  place  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe  which  seemed  to  call  on  her  Majes- 
ty's Ministers  to  advise  her  Majesty  to 
make  any  observation  on  that  subject. 
But  the  noble  Lord  coupled  with  that  ex- 
pression of  regret  at  not  seeing  this  expe- 
dition noticed,  a  complete  condemnation 
of  the  whole  policy  which  has  been  pur- 
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sued,  and  wholly  condemns  the  Bteps 
which  have  been  taken  with  respect  to 
Candahar,  as  well  as  the  grounds  on 
which  they  were  taken.  Why,  my  Lords, 
there  was  very  full  information  lately  laid 
before  the  House  on  this  subject,  and  if 
the  noble  Earl  disapproved  of  the  policy  on 
which  the  Government  proceeded,  surely 
he  showed  himself  considerably  wanting  in 
his  duty  not  to  bring  the  question  before 
your  Lordships,  instead  of  reserving  it  for 
the  foundation  of  this  new  and  unexpec- 
ted proceeding  with  which  he  has  threat- 
ened us  to-night.  But,  then,  it  appears 
that  we  also  neglected  to  mention  the 
state  of  things  in  the  Punjaub,  and  it  is 
stated,that  we  formed  improper  alliances — 
with  Runjeet  Sing,  for  instance.  The 
noble  Lord  added  that  Runjeet  Sing  died. 
I  suppose  he  does  not  mean  to  say,  that  we 
are  responsible  for  that.  It  is  not  so  very 
unnatural  an  occurrence,  that,  on.  the 
death  of  an  Oriental  Prince,  the  country 
which  he  governed  should  fall  intodisorder. 
That  is  a  circumstance  sufficiently  com- 
mon. The  noble  Lord  then  finds  fault 
with  the  expedition  to  China.  I  believe, 
however,  that  it  is  pretty  generally  admit- 
ted that  the  steps  taken  by  the  Chinese 
authorities  did  call  for  and  justify  this 
country  in  adopting  such  measures  as 
those  which  have  been  acted  upon  by  the 
Government.  The  present  occasion  is  not 
a  fitting  one— nor  is  it  my  wish — to  make 
any  observations  on  the  conduct  of  that 
expedition.  It  would  be  highly  premature 
to  do  so.  But  that  that  is  an  expedition 
of  great  difficulty,  and  that  it  will  have  to 
contend  with  the  passive  resistance  painted 
out  by  the  noble  Lord,  I  fully  admit ;  and 
all  I  can  say  farther  with  respect  to  it  is  to 
express  an  anxious  hope  that  these  mea* 
sures  may  be  brought  to  a  satisfactory 
conclusion.  My  noble  Friend  condemns 
not  only  what  has  taken  place,  but  what 
would  have  taken  place  under  circumstan- 
ces which  have  not  arisen.  He  says  we 
have  not  concluded  a  treaty  with  France, 
which,  if  agreed  to,  would  have  involved 
us  in  great  difficulty.  But  as  that  treaty 
has  not  been  concluded,  and  as  those  di^- 
ficolties  have  not  arisen,  I  certainly  do  not 
consider  it  necessary  for  me  to  go  into  a 
vindication  of  a  policy  which,  in  fact,  has 
not  been  carried  into  effect.  The  noble 
Lord  then  proceeds  to  a  further considera- 
tion  of  the  whole  state  of  affairs,  and  of 
those  measures  brought  under  the  conside- 
ration of  the  Hoose  and  of  the  ctmntrj  by 


the  determinatioii  of  her  Majesty^s  Go- 
vernment. He  finds  very  considerable 
fault  with  those  measures,  although  he 
agrees  on  the  principles  of  all  of  them. 
He  says  the  principle  of  the  proposed  al- 
teration in  the  timber  duties  is  correct,  but 
he  is  doubtful  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  to  be  carried  into  effect.  He  ques- 
tions the  propriety  of  raising  the  duty  on 
Canadian  timber,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
gives  his  adhesion  to  the  general  principle 
on  which  the  Government  measure  is  foun- 
ded. Her  Majesty's  Ministers  never  asked 
for  anything  more — a  general  sanction  of 
the  principle  of  their  measure,  allowing 
Parliament  to  deal  as  it  should  think  fit 
with  the  details.  On  the  sugar  duties, 
too,  he  only  objects  to  one  or  other  trivial 
part  of  the  measures  which  have  been 
brought  forward ;  but  his  grand  objection 
to  the  proposed  change  is,  that  it  will  en- 
courage the  slave  trade.  I  must  freely 
say,  that  having  as  great  a  hatred  and 
detestation  of  the  slave  trade  as  any 
man  in  the  conn  try,  and  being  anxious 
to  take  measures  to  diminish,  and,  if 
possible,  to  eradicate  that  traffic,  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  by  means  of  commercial 
hostility,  by  cutting  off  the  intercourse 
of  slave-employing  countries,  and  re- 
fusing the  produce  of  slave-growing  states, 
that  that  object  can  be  effected.  My 
noble  Friend  argues,  that  it  is  but  justice 
to  our  Indian  cronies  that  you  should  not 
interfere  with  the  trade  of  soger  at  the 
present  moment,  as  supplied  by  slave 
states.  But  my  noble  Friend  must  recol- 
lect that  if  he  makes  that  admission  now, 
he  shuts  himself  out  from  ever  adopting 
those  measures  which-  at  some  future  day 
he  thinks  might  be  right  and  proper,  be- 
cause his  present  objectioii  will,  by  the 
lapse  of  time,  grow  stronger  and  stronger. 
That  Indian  interest  to  which  he  alli^es 
wilt  be  on  the  increase,  in  point  of  import- 
ance ;  it  will  be  m<^re  di6ficult  to  meddle 
with  it;  it  will  be  stronger  in  itself,  atid^ 
will,  consequently,  give  greater  weight  to 
any  objections  it  may  urge  against  tam- 
pering with  the  trade ;  it  will,  in  fact,  be 
in  a  position  to  put  an  end  to  all  hopes  of 
ever  adopting  soch  a  measure  as  thai 
contemplated  by  the  Government  and  by 
the  noble  Lord.  My  noble  Friend  then 
comes  lo  that  great  question  whicti 
undoubtedly  interests  your  Lordships 
most  deeply,  and  that  Is  the  question  ef 
the  trade  in  corn.  My  Lords,  not  with* 
standing  all  the  stiAeaMBts  which  be  has 
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made— notwithttanding  all  the  dedactions 
which  he  draws  from  the  fluctaations  in 
the  price  of  other  articles,  I  cannot  but 
feel  certain  that  the  adoption  of  a  fixed 
duty  would  give  greater  steadiness  to  our 
market  in  corn.  It  appears  to  me  self- 
evident  that  such  mast  be  its  effect.  I 
know  from  the  nature  of  the  trade  in  corn 
that  the  prices  will  alter  and  fluctuate; 
but  that  a  fixed  duty  will  produce  a 
greater  steadiness  of  price,  and  a  more 
•▼en  and  regular  current  of  trade,  it  is  in 
my  mind  impossible  to  question.  I  will 
fairly  state  very  shortly  to  your  Lordships 
the  great  arguments  which  have  always 
weighed  with  roe  on  this  subject.  I  have 
certainly  been,  on  former  occasions,  for 
putting  off  the  agitation  and  discussion  of 
this  question,  which,  whenever  it  came  on, 
I  knew  must  t>e  attended  with  the  circum- 
■taneea  which  my  noble  Friend  has  de- 
•erf bed.  But  1  always  knew  that  come  it 
must.  I  always  knew  that  it  was  not  to 
be  avoided.  1  always  knew  that  it  was 
entirely  a  question  of  time.  And  I  beg  of 
your  Lordships  to  consider  what  I  have 
always  looked  upon  as  the  pinch  of  this 
question,  namelyt  that  these  laws  have 
been  introduced  and  supported  by  those 
who  have  a  direct  interest  in  maintaining 
them.  They  were  sanctioned  by  two 
'  hoases  of  Legielature,  one  of  which  is  en- 
tirely composed  of  landholders,  and  the 
majority  of  the  other  consists  of  the  same 
class.  I  say  that  is  not  a  state  of  things 
which  you  should  look  on  with  compla^ 
ceocy.  I  am  not  aecustoroed  to  speak  in 
the  language  of  dictation  or  of  admonition ; 
but  I  tell  you  it  is  not  safe  for  the  govern- 
ing powers  of  a  country  to  stand  in  such 
a  sittiatioQ  as  to  be  open  to  an  imputation 
of  so  popular,  so  plausible,  and  so  spcci- 
MM  a  nature  as  that  which  I  have  de- 
aertbed ;  and  I  do  assure  your  Lordships 
that  you  will  find  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  pot  these  laws  some  day  or  other  on  a 
more  reasonable  and  satisfactory  founda- 
tioo.  I  do  not  think  your  Lordsltips  fair- 
ly chargeable  with  the  imputations  whk^h 
are  often  urged  against  you.  I  do  not 
believe  yon  passed  these  laws  from  inter- 
ested feelings.  No  man  more  deeply  re- 
gret* at  more  decidedly  condemns  the  ge- 
serai  language,  arguments,  and  topics 
which  are  pressed  into  the  discussion  of 
this  qvestion.  I  do  not  think  they  are 
condemned  by  religion ;  I  do  not  think 
tbey  ore  contrary  to  morality ;  nor  do  I 
iMok  they  are  thle  work  of  those  who  had 


nothing  else  in  view  but  their  own  inter- 
est; but  feeling  sure  that  no  such  consi- 
deration influenced  you  (though  I  do  not 
mean  to  deny,  that  you  had  that  due  re- 
gard to  your  own  interest  which,  as  the 
noble  Lord  justly  observes,  every  man 
must  feel)  that  nothing  base,  or  mean,  or 
sordid,  ever  entered  into  your  intentions 
when  pacing  that  act— I  call  upon  your 
Lordships  to  free  yourselves  from  the  im- 
putation, to  redeem  yourselves  from  the 
possibility  of  being  so  charged.  Nothing 
is  so  foolish  as  to  have  the  discredit  of 
that  which  you  do  not  do.  If  you  are 
really  free  from  imputation  yourselves,  as 
1  have  no  doubt  you  are,  I  earnestly  en- 
treat your  Lordships  to  consider  whether 
it  would  not  be  wise  to  attempt  at  least 
to  put  these  laws  on  a  more  satisfactory 
and  reasonable  foundation.  It  is  very 
well  to  say  *'  what  your  arguments  lead 
to  is  total  abolition-^ that  is  what  you 
mean."  But  that  is  not  so.  We  know 
that  there  have  been  many  measures 
founded  on  arguments  which  went  farther 
than  the  measures  themselves,  and  vhich 
yet  have  been  acquiesced  in  and  found 
sufficiently  satisfactory.  Depend  upon  it 
that  that  measure  which  Is  generally  con- 
sidered fair  will  produce  the  satisfaction 
which  naturally  results  from  it.  It  is  on 
these  grounds  that  I  am  for  an  alteration 
with  respect  to  the  duty  on  corn ;  and  I 
am  also  persuaded  (without  going  into 
any  minute  arguments  upon  the  subject) 
that  a  fixed  duty  is  a  principle  which 
would  be  found  safe  and  tenable,  and 
would  answer  all  the  ends  of  giving  a 
sufficient  protection,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  of  diminishing  much  of  the  general 
discontent  and  suspicion  which  at  present 
prevail  on  the  subject.  My  noble  Friend 
contrived,  as  I  said  before,  to  bring  a 
great  number  of  small  things  into  his 
speech,  and  being  conscious,  perhaps,  that 
he  was  on  stilts  throughout  a  great  part 
of  his  address,  his  charges  became  tern* 
pered  down  towards  the  conclusion,  to 
the  legal  but  not  constitutional  conversion 
of  the  funds  in  the  savings  banks,  and  to 
the  imputation  that  there  was  but  a 
small  balance  in  the  Exchequer.  Why  if 
there  is  no  discontent  on  the  part  of  the 
managers,  and  no  distrust  on  the  part  of 
depositors  of  the  savings  banks,  and  if  no 
inconvenience  is  felt  from  the  state  of  the 
balance  in  the  Exchequer,  such  topics  can 
not  be  said  to  form  a  just  foundation  for 
a  motion  of  this  description.  The  meaning 
D2 
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of  this  motion  in  plain  English  is,  **  we 
have  now  a  majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons."  To  jadge  by  some  of  the 
declarations  at  the  hustings,  I  suppose 
there  is  such  a  majority.  At  the  same 
time  it  must  be  recollected  that  Members 
are  ^ent  ''ad  consultandum  de  rebus 
arduis  regni."  We  are  not,  therefore,  to 
judge,  what  the  conduct  of  Members  may 
be  by  their  declarations  on  the  hustings ; 
but  I  must  say,  that  if  I  felt  alarmed  at 
some  of  the  avowals  made  there  as  to  the 
majority  against  Ministers,  I  derived  some 
consolation  from  the  arguments  and 
speeches  made  by  their  opponents,  for  I 
hoped  that  a  sense  of  justice  and  honour 
would  never  suffer  them  to  persevere  in 
the  opinions  which  they  announced,  and 
which  they  rested  on  such  shallow  pre- 
tences. My  noble  Friend  on  the  cross 
benches  (Lord  Lyttleton)  has  also  excluded 
us  from  his  confidence,  and  perhaps  we 
should  be  as  well  off  without  his  vote.  I 
think,  however,  my  noble  Friend  over- 
states what  he  lays  down  as  a  Whig  doc- 
trine, when  he  says  that  on  the  last  Irish 
Registration  Bill  \fe  did  not  resign.  We 
acted  on  a  tenable  principle,  according  to 
reason  and  to  the  conduct  of  former  Go- 
vernments. He  next  makes  a  strong  at- 
tack on  us  on  account  of  the  appropriation 
clause.  All  that  was  meant  was,  that  no 
settlement  of  the  tithe  question  would  be 
satisfactory  which  did  not  appropriate 
some  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  Church 
to  some  other  general  purpose,  such  as 
education.  What  was  that  but  saying 
we  would  do  our  utmost  to  carry  it.  I 
am  very  sorry  that  clause  was  not  carried, 
and  I  think  it  would  very  much  contribute 
to  the  stability  of  the  Irish  Church  if  it 
had  received  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
We  brought  it  forward  two  or  three  times 
in  this  House,  and  when  we  found  it  im- 
possible to  carry  it,  we  gave  up  all  hope 
of  its  being  assented  to  by  Parliament. 
And  my  noble  Friend  sa^s  this  was 
wrong ;  that  it  was  anti-Whig.  Does  my 
noble  Friend  admit  Sir  Robert  Wal pole  to 
be  a  Whig  ?  If  so,  I  beg  to  remind  him 
that  Sir  Robert  Walpole  introduced  his 
Excise  Act  with  professions  very  like  those 
which  we  felt  justified  in-  announcing 
when  we  introduced  those  late  measures 
which  have  been  the  subject  of  so  much 
discussion.  His  testimony  in  favour  of 
that  act  amounted  to  this  :•-"  It  will 
benefit  land,  it  will  greatly  improve  com- 
merce,  it  will  generally  facilitate  trade.  It 


is  impossible  to  state  benefits  of  a  far 
higher  nature  than  those  which  this 
measure  would  confer;  but  if  the  in- 
terested clamour  and  prejudice  of  indi- 
viduals should  prevail  against  me,  I  will 
give  up  the  scheme,  and  not  only  that  but 
I  will  never  bring  forward  another  of  a 
similar  nature,  and  if  I  am  defeated,  I 
don't  believe  that  another  will  be  found 
bold  enough  to  face  the  storm  which  has 
overwhelmed  me*  I  don't  think  this 
measure  absolutely  necessary  (for  that  can 
hardly  be  said  of  any  measure),  but  I  look 
on  it  as  highly  beneficial,  and  if  I  am  ob- 
liged to  abandon  it  I  shall  not  only  give  it 
up,  but  I  will  never  carry  into  effect  its 
principle."  That  is  all  a  Minister  of  dis- 
cretion and  prudence  can  do.  It  is  non- 
sense to  persist  in  measures  which  it  is 
impossible  can  succeed.  In  conclusion 
I  can  only  repeat  that  considering  the 
nature  and  object  of  this  motion,  as  far  as 
I  can  understand  them,  I  look  on  it  as 
quite  unprecedented,  and  certainly  never 
was  a  motion  supported  on  more  weak 
grounds  or  more  insufiicient  arguments.. 

Lord  Lyttleton  explained.    What  he 
said  was,  not  that  the  conduct  of  Govern- 
ment on  the  appropriation  clause  was  anti». 
Whig,  but  that  it  was  a  violation  of  con- 
stitutional principles. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  spoke  to  the 
following  effect :  I  am  happy.  My  Lords,, 
to  find  that  the  noble  Viscount  repudiates 
these  charges  altogether  which,  have  been 
made  by  his  supporters  against  yoor  Lord- 
ships, and  those  parts  of  the  noble  Vis- 
count's speech  must,  my  Lords,  be  there- 
fore, most  satisfactory  to  your  Lordships. 
But,  my  Lords,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the 
noble  Viscount  has  treated  the  speech  of 
my  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of  Ripon)  in 
a  manner  not  deserved  by  him..  My  noble 
Friend  in  that  speech  said  nothing  that 
was  not  perfectly  within  the  rules  of  Par- 
liament—did nothing  which  was  not  per- 
fectly correct.  My  noble  Friend  stated 
that  he  ^ould  make  no  objection  to  some 
portions  of  the  address ;  on  the  conitsajf 
my  Lords,  he  expressed  his  concurrence  m 
them ;  and  in  commenting  on  parts  of  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Lords  who  preceded 
him,  and  on  some  of  the  paragraphs  of 
the  address,  he  pursued  a  coarse  which 
is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  one  in  this 
House.  He  observed,  that  no  information 
whatever  had  been  afforded  the  House  by 
her  Majesty's  Ministers  upon  several  to- 
pics ;  and  he  commented  on  the  state  of 
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Crts  of  the  speech  and  the  address,  my 
irdsy  my  noble  Friend  only  did  that 
which  has  been  always  the  practice  in  si- 
milar cases.  But  there  were  other  parts 
of  the  speech  on  which  my  noble  Friend 
thought  proper  to  move  the  amendment  he 
has  submitted  to  your  Lordships,  and  this 
is  the  course  which  tho  noble  Viscount 
has  thought  fit  to  oppose  on  the  most 
atringent  grounds.  My  Lords,  the  noble 
Viscount  states  —and  he  states  truly — 
that  it  is  not  a  habit  in  this  House  of  call- 
'ing  on  your  Lordships  to  gi?e  an  opinion 
on  abstract  questions  of  policy.  That  my 
Lords,  is  perfectly  true,  and  I  have  myself 
endeavoured  to  bring  the  House  to  that 
Yiew  on  more  than  one  occasion— that  is, 
to  prevent  the  expression  of  any  opinion 
on  abstract  questions  of  policy,  in  the 
shape  of  an  address  or  otherwise,  until  it 
should  be  brought  before  your  Lordships 
in  the  shape  of  a  distinct  legislative  mea- 
sure. More  than  once  1  have  succeeded 
in  persuading  your  Lordships  to  withhold 
such  opinion,  and  on  some  occasions  even 
I  have  supported  the  Government  against 
them,  however  much  1  may  have  disap- 
proved of  their  policy  in  respect  to  it.  But, 
my  Lords,  on  this  occasion  there  comes  a 
question  of  the  greatest  importance  before 
ns— of  the  greatest  importance,  not  only 
in  principle,  but  also  in  the  details — not 
in  a  tangible  and  distinct  shape,  but  in 
the  unusual  form  and  manner  of  a  Speech 
from  the  Throne ;  and  it,  therefore,  be- 
hoves us  to  deal  with  it  in  the  best  way 
we  can— in  the  only  way  left  us.  My 
Lords,  it  was  but  natural  that,  when  my 
noble  Friend  was  persuaded  to  move  an 
amendment  to  those  parts  of  the  address 
that  he  objected  to,  he  should  state  to 
your  Lordships  the  grounds  on  which  he 
based  his  opposition  to  them.  It  was  a 
natural — it  was  a  proper  course ;  and  yet 
it  is  for  this  that  the  noble  Lord  had  at- 
tacked h2m»  To  these  grounds,  however, 
tbe  noble  Viscount  did  not  reply  or  refer, 
tbough  that  would  have  been  the  more 
otnrious  coarse  for  him  to  follow.  These 
grounds,  my  Lord,  as  stated  by  my  noble 
Friend,  are  neglect  and  mismanagement 
of  the  finances  of  this  country  by  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government, the  future  consequence 
of  whicfai  as  be  truly  states^  it  is  im- 
possible to  foresee,  and  the  improper,  im- 
politic, and  unconstitutional  means  which 
they  took  to  recover  themsielves.  These 
tbtoga  he  proved  by  reference  to  the  actual 
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state  of  the  finances,  when  it  was  found 
necessary  to  review  them  in  the  last  Par- 
liament ;  and  he  showed  that,  in  point  of 
fact,  after  a  period  of  about  five  years,  a 
debt  had  not  alone  been  accumulated  of 
Rye  millions,  but  there  had  also  been  a 
vast  deficiency  in  the  public  revenue.  My 
noble  friend  likewise  stated  truly,  that  this 
debt  and  deficiency  was  to  be  attributed 
to  the  practice  adopted  by  her  Majesty's 
Government  of  carrying  on  extensive 
operations,  of  which  nobody  approves, 
mind  you,  more  than  I  do  when  done  as 
they  should  be,  and  at  the  same  time 
not  making  due  provisions  for  the  in* 
creased  expenditure  occasioned  by  their 
carrying  on  war  in  several  places  with  a 
peace  establishment,  being  the  most  cry- 
ing of  these  evils,  and  neglecting  to  employ 
the  proper  means  for  meeting  the  in- 
creased charge  and  putting  an  end  to  the 
impending  danger.  The  next  allegation 
against  them,  my  Lords,  is  for  not  making 
financial  provision  in  the  way  of  ways  and 
means  for  the  expense  and  charge  incurred 
by  the  country  by  the  exertions  made  to 
put  an  end  to  the  danger  which  menaced 
it.  My  noble  Friend  has  stated  that, 
though  a  large  amount  of  army  and 
ordnance  was  kept  on  foot  since  1831,  no 
provision  had  been  made  for  the  addi- 
tional expenditure  in  the  usual  way  of  an 
application  to  Parliament,  but  that  irre- 
gular and  unconstitutional  modes  were 
adopted  by  her  Majesty's  Government  for 
finding  means  of  defraying  those  expenses. 
In  this,  my  Lords,  my  noble  Friend  spoke 
but  the  simple  truth.  In  one  case  the 
whole  charge  of  a  war  had  been  thrown  on 
the  East- India  Company,  and  then  con- 
verted into  a  debt  on  this  country ;  in 
another  the  funds  of  the  savings'  banks 
have -been  tampered  with;  in  another  the 
exchequer  bills  have  been  funded ;  and, 
in  short,  several  most  irregular  modes  have 
been  adopted.  Then,  my  Lords,  what 
happened  ?  Besides  these  expenses  i  be- 
sides the  failure  of  the  Government  to 
make  due  provision  by  the  mode  of  ways 
and  means  to  defray  the  charges  incurred 
by  their  military  and  naval  operations; 
besides  these,  my  Lords,  her  Majesty's 
Government  thought  proper  to  repeal  a 
large  amount  of  taxes,  by  which  means 
they  reduced  tbe  revenue  of  the  country 
to  such  a  degree  as  materially  and  inevi- 
tably left  a  most  serious  deficiency.  This 
deficiency,  my  Lords,  amounts  to  the  sum 
of  two  and  a  half  millions^  besides  th« 
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large  debt  iDcurred.  Now  this  being  the 
case,  my  I^rds,  1  think  that  all  these 
grievances,  so  clearly  stated  by  my  noble 
Friend,  and  it  would  only  impair  their 
effect  for  roe  to  restate  them  here,  were 
sufficient  to  justify  him  in  calling  on  your 
Lordships  to  vote  against  the  Address  on 
this  occasion.  The  noble  Viscount  taunts 
my  noble  Friend  with  •having  objected  to 
the  French  treaty  of  commerce.  If  the 
noble  Viscount  had  attended  more  closely 
to  my  noble  Friend's  speech  he  would 
have  made  less  mistake  in  it.  Wiiat  my 
nobly  Friend  said  was,  that  part  of  the 
echeme  of  the  Gk>vernment  would  have 
been  destroyed  if  that  treaty  had  been 
concluded,  and  that  they  should  have  to 
call  on  Parliament  to  undo  the  next  year 
what  they  had  done  in  that.  My  noble 
Friend  only  stated,  that  they  were  fortu- 
nate  in  not  having  concluded  it ;  and  I 
think  my  noble  Friend  is  fully  justified  in 
the  deduction  he  made  from  that  f^ct; 
namely,  a  want  of  foresight,  and  a  neglect 
of  the  finances  of  the  country  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  of  the  noble  Viscount 
opposite.  What  my  noble  Friend  did  say 
was,  that  the  Oovernment  had  been  saved 
the  disgrace  inevitable  to  that  portion  of 
their  proceedings  by  the  treaty  not  being 
carried  into  execution.  My  noble  Friend 
has  clearly  shown  the  unfitness  of  the  Go- 
vernment  for  managing  the  finances  of 
this  country.  And  the  reasons  my  noble 
Friend  adduced  would  be  sufficient  to  call 
for  your  Lordships'  vote  against  them,  if 
there  were  none  others;  but  I  confess, 
roy  Lords,  I  have  other  reasons  for  calling 
on  your  Lordships  to  condemn  them, 
which  I  shall  state  to  yoor  Lordships  fully 
and  freely,  however  painful  it  may  be  for 
me  to  do  so.  My  Lords,  in  the  coarse  of 
the  months  of  May  and  June  last,  her 
Majesty's  Government  found  themselves 
under  the  necessity  of  intimating  that 
they  should  advise  her  Majesty  to  dissolve 
Parliament.  My  Lords,  I  hardly  think 
the  moment  they  selected  for  making  this 
announcement  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
the  most  fortunate  they  could  have  chosen, 
and  when  you  come  lo  consider  the  ex- 
citement under  which  the  countrymen 
laboured,  brought  on  by  the  discussion  of 
these  subjects  in  question  to-night,  I  think 
your  Lordships  will  be  of  the  same 
opinion.  Considering,  my  Lords,  what 
passed  on  the  subject  of  the  budget  at 
large,  and  also  on  the  subject  of  the 
Corn-laws,  in  the  House  of  Commons , 


during  the  month  of  May  and  the  early 
part  of  June  last,  I  cannot  but  think  that 
it  might  bave  been  more  advisable  of  th« 
noble  Viscount  t6  avoid  counselling  her 
Majesty  to  introduce  certain  words  deli- 
vered  in  the  speech  from  the  Throne,  in 
June  last,  in  reference  to  those  topics, 
and  which  were  certainly  calcuHited  to 
excite  animosity  between  classes  of  her 
Majesty's  subjects  in  this  country,  espe- 
cially at  the  period  of  a  general  election  ; 
these  words  being  seconded  by  the  ex* 
presvion  of  an  opinion  that  her  Majesty 
had  a  strong  feeling  on  the  subject  of 
these  laws ;  that  she  felt  the  depression 
upon  the  trade  and  industry  of  the  coun- 
try; the  burdens  of  the  commaoity  at 
large  were  entirely  involved  in  the  quet^ 
tion  of  these  laws  ;  and  that  her  Majeity 
had  no  other  object  in  view  in  dissolving 
Parliament  than  the  desire  of  securing 
the  rights  and  promoting  the  interests  of 
her  Majesty's  subjects.  Now^  my  Lords, 
I  know  it  has  been  said,  that  on  former 
occasions  the  sovereigns  of  this  country 
have  adopted  the  same  course  as  her  Ma* 
jestyt  in  dissolving  Parliament,  and  ap- 
pealing to  the  opinions  of  her  people,  and 
that  words  even  stronger  than  those  have 
been  made  use  of  by  them  at  such 
penods.    But,  my  Lords,  (  deny  the  fact. 

Viscount  Melbourne :  I  referred  to  the 
words  of  George  the  3rd  at  the  opening 
of  Parliament  in  1784. 

The  Duke  of  WelUngion:  I  have  the 
words  here,  and  I  beg  your  Lord* 
ships  to  olMerve  the  difference  between 
the  Speech  of  George  the  drd,  and  that 
framed  by  the  noble  Viscount  for  her 
M  ajesty .  The  language  is  very  difierent  :•«« 

^  On  a  full  consideration  of  the  present  situ- 
ation of  affairs,  and  of  the  extraordinary  eir* 
cumstances  which  have  produced  it,  I  am  in- 
dneed  to  put  an  end  to  this  Session  of  Parlia* 
ment ;  I  feel  it  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  to  the  country,  in  such  a  situa« 
tion,  to  recur  as  speedily  as  possible  to  the 
sense  of  my  people  by  a  new  Parliament.  I 
trust  that  this  measure  will  tend  to  obviate  the 
mischiefs  arising  from  the  unhappy  divisions 
and  distractions  which  have  lately  subsisted  ; 
and  that  the  various  inpok^tant  otiiects  whieh 
will  require  eonsideratioo  may  be  afterwards 
proceeded  upon  with  le^a  interruption  and  with 
happier  effect*  I  can  have  no  other  object 
but  to  preserve  the  true  principles  of  our  free 
and  happy  Constitution,  and  to  employ  the 
powers  entrusted  to  me  by  the  law  for  the  only 
end  for  whieh  they  were  given,  the  good  of  my 
people." 

NoW|  my  Lordsi  begging  the  «oble  Vis* 
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comii's  pftrdoDi  the  case  of  George  the 
Thifd  it  totally  and  entirely  different  from 
the  case  of  her  Majesty.  That  cat e  was 
QM  wholly  within  doort— this  is  one  wholly 
witboat.  That  was  a  dispute  within  the 
walls  of  Parliament— a  dispute  between 
preiogative  on  the  one  hand  and  privilege 
OB  tl^  other— a  question  in  which  I  will 
not  deny  that  many  men  felt  a  deep  in- 
terest; bat  it  was  exclasively  a  question 
in  tbe  House  of  Commons.  This  is  a 
questkm  of  a  very  opposite  nature.  I 
bope  the  noble  Viscount  will  see  ihe  dif- 
ference; I  am  quite  sure  your  Lordships' 
perceive  it.  The  circumstances  of  the 
two  cases  are  totally  different— the  terms 
in  which  the  two  speeches  are  couched 
ate  extremely  different.  But  there  is 
another  pomt^  my  Lords,  which  aggravates 
the  case  as  against  the  noble  Viscount — 
ii  is  that  he  ahould  have  permitted  her 
Majesty  to  make  such  a  speech.  I  am 
willing  to  admit,  that  the  noble  Viscount 
baa  rendered  the  greatest  possible  service 
to  her  Majesty.  I  happen  to  know  that  it 
ia  her  Majesty's  opinion  that  the  noble 
Viscount  bas  rendered  her  Majesty  the 
gfeaiest  possible  service  in  making  her 
acquainted  with  the  mode  and  policy  of 
tbe  Government  of  this  country,  initiating 
her  into  the  laws  and  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
iutioB,  independently  of  the  performance 
of  hia  duty  as  the  servant  of  her  Majesty's 
Crown — teaching  her,  in  short,  to  preside 
over  the  destinies  of  this  great  country. 
My  Lords,  knowing  this,  I  feel  that  the 
noble  Visoouot  should  not  have  embarked 
her  Majesty,  in  the  month  of  June,  in  that 
Speech  from  Ihe  Throne^  still  less  should 
he  have  embarked  her  in  the  Speech  of 
this  day.  In  this  Speech  of  to-day  not 
only  is  her  Majesty  made  to  call  on  Par- 
liament  to  answer  on  the  part  of  those  sub- 
jects—being, as  they  are,  perhaps,  the 
most  invidious  that  can  be  presented  to 
Parliament.  My  Lords^  I  frankly  confess 
I  am  Sony  for  this.  I  respected  the  noble 
Viscount  for  the  services  which  I  have 
leason,  as  I  stated,  to  know  he  rendered 
to  her  Majesty ;  and  I  could  have  wished 
him  not  to  have  embarked  her  Majesty  in 
each  «  course  as  he  has  taken  on  this  oc- 
casioo.  My  Lords,  it  grieves  me  to  say 
that  the  noble  Viscount  has  given  the  coun- 
try to  believe,  that  those  who  are  opposed  to 
m  proposed  alleratioos,  are  therefore  op- 
posed to  her  Majesty.  Give  me  leave  to  tell 
Lira  that  it  is  unjust  to  say  ao.  My  Lords,  it 
if  not  osQie  than  fouiteen  months  ago  since 
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I  heard  the  noble  Viscount  himself  making 
use  of  the  strongest  language  I  ever  heard 
in  opposition  to  a  motion  merely  for  tak- 
ing the  Corn-laws  into  consideration.  The 
noble  Viscount  on  that  occasion  declared 
before  Ood,  that  with  reference  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Corn-laws,  he  believed  the  man 
must  be  mad  who  dreamed  of  such  a 
thing.    Now,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  say  that  the  noble  Viscount  has  not  a 
perfect  right  to  change  his  opinions.    I 
believe  be  thought    that  be   had   good 
grounds  for  doing  so,  and  I  think  I  have 
myself   read  the  report  which  induced 
him  to  change  it.    But  this  I  do  say,  that 
before  your  Lordships  and  the  country 
were  placed  in  this  situation  with  regard 
to  the  Queen,  the  noble  Viscount  was 
bound  to  give  Parliament  and  the  country 
an  opportunity  of  obtaining  that  know- 
ledge and  information  as  to  thetrae  merits 
of  the  question,  which  he  imagines  himself 
to  have  obtained.     I  have,  in  the  course 
of  my  life,  seen  many  alterations  made  in 
the  finances,  the  trade,  and  tbe  commerce 
of  the  country.     I  was  in  the  country  at 
the  period  of  the  restoration  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  also  at  the  period  of  the  in- 
quiries into  the  China  trade.    I  remember 
the  occasions  of  other  great  financial  and 
commercial  alterations.     How,  my  Lords, 
were  these  subjects  discussed  ?     In  what 
manner  were  they  brought  forward,  and  in 
what  way  was  this  and  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  enabled  to  judge  of  their  pro- 
priety ?    Why,  by  the  formation  of  com- 
mittees, consisting  of  the  first  men  in  the 
country  and  in  Parliament— of  leaders  in 
debate,  and  of  men  who  by  their  varied 
qualifications  were  perfectly  qualified  to 
form  opinions  on  such  subjects.     It  is  by 
such  inquiries  as  these,  my  Lords,  calmly 
and  patiently  conducted,  that  men  are 
enabled  to  judge  respecting  the  conse- 
quences of  great  changes  of  this  nature, 
and  of  the  l^aringsand  tendencies  of  each 
particular  part  of  what  is  intended  to  be 
done.    But,  instead  of  such  a  course  being 
pursued,  what  has  been  done  in  the  pre- 
sent instance?      Nothing.      No  inquiry 
whatever  has  been  made  or  instituted  by 
Government.     A  gentleman  in  the  House 
of  Commons  thought  fit  to  move  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
import  duties.     Your  Lordships  are  aware, 
that  there  exists  a  body  calling  itself  the 
Anti-Corn  Law  League,  consisting  of  a 
number  of  persons  in  and  out  of  Parlia-i 
ment.    When  the  committee  in  question 
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was  moved  for,  a  noble  Friend  of  mine 
observed, 

^'  The  committee  appears  to  be  very  compre- 
hensiye  in  its  constitution.  Perhaps  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  ("alluding  to  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade)  will  state  whether  its  in- 
quiry is  to  extend  to  the  subject  of  the  Corn- 
laws  r 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
replied,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  answer 
the  question  put  by  the  noble  Lord  ;  that 
it  was  not  easy  to  foresee  to  what  points 
the  Committee  would  limit  itself;  and  he 
added, 

**I  imagine  the  point  is  (observe,  my  Lords, 
it  is  not  to  inquire  into  the  Corn-laws)  to 
classify  all  the  inibrmation  that  can  be  pro- 
cured, relative  to  the  duties  on  the  importation 
of  commodities,  and  state  that  information  to 
the  House.  And,  (continued  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade)  I  think  that  the  labours 
of  the  Committee  will  be  found  exceedingly 
useful." 

And  then,  my  Lords,  we  had  the  Im- 
port Committee,  and  its  report  from 
which  the  noble  Viscount  and  others  drew 
their  convictions  and  conclusions.  But 
the  conclusion  which  I  drew  was  this — 
that  not  one-tenth  part  of  the  requisite  in- 
formation was  brought  before  Parliament 
and  the  public.  I  further  think  that  the 
Committee  and  Report  were  ex-parte  ones, 
upon  which  no  legislative  measures  ought 
to  have  been  founded.  But  what  1  chiefly 
complain  of  is  this— that  before  the  noble 
Viscount  put  this  speech  into  the  mouth 
of  her  Majesty,  he  did  not  give  us  fair  and 
full  information  to  guide  us  as  to  what  we 
ought  to  do.  I  believe,  my  Lords,  that 
conduct  like  this  is  sufiicient  to  Induce 
you  to  say  that  the  noble  Lords  opposite 
do>ot  deserve  your  confidence.  And  here, 
my  Lords,  I  should  finish  what  I  have  to 
say,  but  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  re- 
specting the  budget,  about  which  so  much 
has  been  said,  and  on  which  we  shall  have 
to  give  an  opinion.  As  regards  the  tim- 
ber duties,  the  noble  Lords,  before  they 
attempt  to  renew  the  propositions  made 
some  years  ago  by  the  noble  Lord  oppo- 
site, ought  to  recollect  the  position  of  our 
American  possessions  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. They  ought  to  consider  whether, 
since  that  proposition  was  made  by  the 
noble  Earl,  vast  quantities  of  land  have 
been  sold,  covered  with  timber.  I  wish, 
then,  my  Lords,  to  submit,  whether  the 
purchasers  of  this  land  would  not  be  en- 
titled  to  some  compensation  for  thQ  loss 


they  mast  sustain  by  the  proposed  altera- 
tions ?  And  with  respect  to  the  alteration 
in  the  sugar  duties,  I  wish  to  inquire  whe- 
ther, when  the  West-India  planters  were 
deprived  of  the  labour  of  slaves — (the  ap- 
prenticeship of  the  negroes  have  also 
ceased  sooner  than  was  expected)— I  wish 
I  say»  to  submit  whether  they  were  told 
that  in  a  year  or  two  afterwards  they  would 
be  deprived  of  all  the  benefits  arising  from 
the  fair  protection  of  their  sugar;  and  I 
wish  further  to  inquire  if  they  will  not  be 
entitled  to  some  compensation  for  this 
loss  ?  The  noble  Viscount  has  attempted 
to  answer  the  arguments  of  my  noble 
Friend  (The  Earl  of  Ripon)  as  to  the  en- 
couragement of  East-India  industry.  Now» 
I  ask,  your  lordships  whether,  in  conse- 
quence of  measures  lately  introduced^ 
many  persons  were  not  led  to  believe,  that 
it  was  the  object  of  Parliament  and  of  the 
Government  to  encourage  the  introduction 
of  sugar  from  India.  A  quantity  of  capi- 
tal must  have  been  invested  in  procunng 
this  sugar,  and  in  bringing  it  to  England. 
And  the  persons  who  have  laid  out  their 
money  in  this  way,  have,  of  course,  done 
so  on  the  faith  of  Government,  and  cannot 
they  likewise  fairly  claim  some  compensa* 
tion?  This  proposition  will,  therefore^ 
require  the  greatest  caution  and  consider- 
ation. But,  my  Lords,  there  is  another 
difficulty  which  the  Government  have  al« 
most  entirely  left  out  of  sight.  I  mean 
those  points  bearing  on  our  relations  with 
the  government  of  Brazil?  They  have 
alluded  to  questions  arising  out  of  the 
commercial  treaty;  but  I  wish  to  know, 
will  there  be  none  raised  about  the  treaties 
for  the  suppression  of  the  slave-trade 
which  had  never  been  carried  into  ezecu« 
tion  ?  I  want  to  know  whether  it  is  pro- 
per to  throw  away  all  means  of  successful 
negotiation,  instead  of  retaining  in  oar 
hands  something  which  would  ensure 
proper  attention  to  other  matters  that  ought 
to  be  considered  in  our  connection  with 
Brazil?  This  great  point  the  Government 
appear  to  have  entirely  forgotten.  My 
Lords,  with  respect  to  the  Corn-law  ques* 
tion,  my  opinions  are  already  well  known. 
I  shall  not  now  argue  the  propriety  of 
these  laws,  but  I  shall  be  ready  to  discuss 
them  when  a  discussion  is  brought  for* 
ward  by  a  Government  having  the  confi* 
dence  of  her  Majesty's  Parliament.  But, 
my  Lords,  I  earnestly  recommend  you,  for 
the  sake  of  the  peopleof  this  country— for 
tbo  sake  of  the  hamblest  oiders  of  tbo 
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peopIe«^not  to  lend  yourselved  to  tbe  des- 
traction  of  our  native  caltivation.  Its 
encouragement  is  of  the  utmost  and  deep- 
est importance  to  all  classes.  My  Lorcfs, 
I  have  passed  my  life  in  foreign  countries, 
in  different  regions  of  the  earthy  and  I  have 
been  in  only  one  country  in  which  the  poor 
man,  if  sober,  prudent,  and  industrious, 
is  quite  certain  of  acquiring  a  competence. 
That  country  is  this.  We  have  instances 
everyday;  we  have  seen  only  within  the 
last  week,  proofs  that  persons  in  the  low- 
est rankscan  acquire  not  only  competence, 
but  immense  riches.  I  have  never  heard 
of  such  a  thing  in  any  other  country.  I 
earnestly  beg  of  you  not  to  lose  sight  of 
this  fact,  and  not  to  consent  to  any  mea- 
sure which  would  injure  the  cultivation  of 
our  own  soil.  I  have  seen  in  other  lands 
the  misery  consequent  on  the  destruction 
of  cultivation,  and  never  was  misery  equal 
to  it ;  and,  my  Lords,  I  once  more  conjure 
you  not  to  consent  to  any  measure  tending 
to  injure  the  home  cultivation  of  this 
country. 

Viscount  Melbourne:  In  consequence 
of  the  new  matter  which  tbe  noble  Duke 
has  introduced  in  the  course  of  his  speech, 
I  feel  obliged  to  trouble  your  Loraships 
with  a  very  few  words  in  addition  to  what 
I  have  already  said.  The  noble  Duke 
has  referred  to  the  Speech  which  her  Ma- 
jesty was  advised  to  make  at  the  close  of 
the  last  Parliament,  and  says,  that  it  is 
very  much  calculated  to  pomt  public  in- 
dignation against  parlicular  persons,  and 
tfaAt  I  said,  that  those  who  opposed  the 
measure  proposed  on  the  subject  of  the 
Corn-laws  were  opposed  to  her  -Majesty. 
Now,  my  Lords,  I  am  totally  unaware  of 
having  ever  made  such  a  statement.  [The 
Duke  of  Wellington  had  not  saia  the 
noble  Viscount.!  I  certainly  so  under- 
stood the  noble  Duke's  observations. 
With  respect  to  the  Speech  which  her 
Majesty  was  advised  to  make,  at  the  close 
of  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  it  was 
framed  upon  the  model  of  the  Speech  of 
his  late  Majesty,  George  3rd,  advised  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  dissolution  of  Parliament 
in  1784.  •  Parts,  of  course,  were  omitted, 
which  did  not  apply  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  present  case,  and  when  the  Speech 
was  drawn  up  I  thought  it  was  milder  in 
form  than  the  Speech  of  George  drd*  But 
however  that  might  be,  tbe  Speech  was 
that  of  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  did 
not  In  any  way,  as  the  noble  Duke  said  it 
WOnHdf  commit  the  Sovereign  to  its  senti- 
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ments.      Undoubtedly  there  had    been 
much  discussion  on  the  subject  of  the 
measure  we  proposed,  and  all  that  we  in- 
tended to  state  was,  that  it  was  adopted 
by  her  Majesty's  Ministers  as  most  likely 
to  prove  of  advantage  to  the  commerce  of 
the  country.    Undoubtedly  some  allusion 
was  necessarily  made  to  this  proposition^ 
but  I  think,  that  it  was  not  done  in  a  way 
which  was  open  to  the  animadversions 
made  by  the  noble  Duke.     The  noble 
Duke  then  said,  that  my  opinions  on  this 
subject  were  probably  changed  in  conse- 
quence of  having  read  a  certain  report  of 
a  committee  of  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament.    Now  there  is  nothing  at  which 
I  should  feel  more  indignant  than  that  I 
should  be  supposed  to  have  learned  any- 
thing from  that  report.    The  noble  Duke 
says,  that  I  have  changed  my  opinions  on 
the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws.     Undoubt- 
edly! have  done  so.    We  are  all  very 
much  in  the  habit  of  taunting  one  another 
with  having  changed  our  opinions,  but 
the  fact  is,  we  are  always  cnanging  our 
opinions.    No  doubt  the  new  Corn-law 
was  a  very  great  error,  yet  all  the  greatest 
authorities  were  in  favour  of  that  measure 
at  the  time.    This  is  perhaps  the  measure 
on  which  there  has  been  a  greater— I 
should  say  progress  of  opinion,  rather  than 
change  of  opinion — than  any  other.   The 
noble  Duke  has  also  referred  to  some  ob- 
servations which  I  made  use  of  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject,  but  the  measure  the 
advocacy  of  which  I  said  was  a  sign  of 
insanity,  was  tbe  total  repeal  of  the  Corn- 
laws.    In  all  the  speeches  which  I  have 
made  on  this  subject  I  have  opposed  the 
projected  alterations  on  temporary  grounds 
only,  owing  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
time  being  such  as  to  render  it  unadvis* 
able  to  make  any  alterations  of  the  kind. 
With  regard  to  tbe  changes  now  proposed, 
I  know  that  violence  and  animosity  are 
great  evils,  but  great  measures  cannot  be 
carried  without  them,  and  therefore,  if  the 
circumstances    be    considered    otherwise 
favourable  to  a  great  and  awful  change,  I 
do  not  think,  that  we  should  be  deterred 
by  apprehensions  of  temporary  animosity 
dind  violence  from  attempting  it. 

Tbe  Duke  of  Wellington  observed,  that 
up  to  the  moment  when  the  noble  Vis- 
count declared,  that  any  man  must  be 
mad  who  would  propose  a  repeal  of  the 
Corn-laws,  he  baa  given  no  hint,  that  he 
thought  any  part  of  them  might  be 
touched^    With  regard  to  the  co^t^l^ts  of 
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the  Speeob  from  the  Throne,  it  was  at  all 
times  desirable  that  the  Sovereigo  should 
not  be  pledged. 

The  Duke  of  RuJimond  said,  that  he 
should  follow  bis  usual  course  of  not  ad*, 
dressing  their  Lordships  at  any  length, 
but  having  been  in  the  Cabinet  with 
some  of  the  Members  of  the  present 
Government,  and  having  since  his  re- 
tirement supported  them  when  in  his 
power  to  do  so,  he  could  not  come  to  a 
deliberate  vote  of  want  of  eonfidence 
in  it,  without  stating  his  reasons  for 
doing  so.  He  hoped,  that  his  noble 
Friends  would  give  him  credit  for  acting 
on  this,  as  on  other  occasions,  in  an  open 
and  manly  way.  The  question  of  the 
Corn-laws  was,  in  bis  opinion,  of  para- 
mount importance  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  country,  and  he  was  astonished  to 
hear  his  noble  Friend  (Earl  Spencer)  so 
distinguished  as  a  grazier,  coivtend,  that 
it  was  not  the  poor  but  the  rich  land  that 
would  be  thrown  out  of  cultivation,  or 
converted  to  grazing  land,  if  the  Corn- 
laws  were  repealed.  But  even  if  his 
noble  Friend^ was  correct  in  bis  view 
of  it,  which  he  was  satisfied  he  was 
not,  by  bis  own  showing  the  farmer 
would  be  the  loser,  for  if  the  change  would 
not  be  attended  with  loss,  he  would  mak« 
it  at  this  moment.  What,  however,  was 
the  fact?— that  the  poor  land,  that  which 
it  cost  the  most  to  till,  and  which  pro- 
duced the  least  return,  would  be  thrown 
out  of  cultivation,  and  become  a  barren 
waste,  and  not  the  fertile  soil  of  Lin- 
colnshire, where  his  noble  Friend  grazed 
such  beautiful  short  horns.  A  great 
quantity  of  land  in  the  county  in  which 
he  resided  would  be  thrown  entirely  out 
of  cultivation.  When  his  noble  Friend 
asserted,  that  the  English  farmer  could 
compete  with  the  foreign  grower,  be  for- 
got the  heavy  weight  of  taxation  which 
the  English  farmer  was  compelled  to  bear. 
He  had  great  respect  for  his  noble  Friend's 
opinion  upon  any  other  subject,  but  re- 
garding corn,  be  was  sadk  mistaken,  he 
was  sorry  to  bear  him  declare  himself  fa- 
vourable to  the  total  repeal  of  the  Corn- 
laws,  for  unless  the  malt  duty,  and  the  va- 
rious other  taxes  pressing  peculiarlyon  land 
were  repealed,  the  English  farmer  could 
not  exist  without  protection.  To  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  Ministers,  would, 
in  fact,  be  to  adopt  a  scheme  which  one 
of  themselves  had  not  long  since  pro- 
Bounfied  the  project  of  a  madman.    That 


great  and  influential  class,  the  farmen 
England,  would  be  ruined  in  order  io 
ich  foreigners.  He  called  upon 
House  to  recollect  the  debt  ef  gratit 
due  to  the  farmers  of  England ;  for  m 
years,  but  especially  during  the  last  twc 
years,  they  had  devoted  their  tine,  t 
talents,  and  their  capital,  to  the 
provement  of  the  soU,  and  at  the  i 
ment,  when  much  had  been  done, 
when  they  hoped  to  be  repaid  » 
of  their  outlay,  or  to  realise  a 
derate  profit  on  the  capital  which  \ 
had  expended  on  the  soil,  the  Gov 
ment  wanted  to  turn  round  upon  tli 
and  to  compel  them  to  compete 
the  serfs  of  Poland.  Many  of  i 
have  long  leases  of  their  farms, 
therefore  cannot  quit  tbem,  evei 
they  could  find  any  other  professioi 
follow.  "  What,  my  Lords  (said  the  d 
Duke),  are  the  landlords  to  do  u 
such  circumstances  ?  If  they  are  ho 
men  they  must  reduce  their  rents,  bi 
what  avail  would  that  be  if  they  c 
not  be  plaeed  as  to  taxes  and  other  chi 
in  the  same  situation  as  the  foreignei 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if 
fortunately  a  bill  of  this  sort  pass  thn 
Parliament,  I  will  be  the  man  to  t 
that  every  tenant,  if  be  think  fit, 
have  the  power  to  throw  up  his  lease 
similar  declaration  would  be  heard 
the  free  traders  and  their  friends^ 
farmers  were  to  be  ruined— they  we 
be  driven  from  the  land  which  they  I 
and  on  which  they  had  lived  from  j 
to  age,  and,  together  with  their  nnl 
nau  labourers  and  their  famiiiea,  wc 
be  driven  into  the  workhouse  for 
daily  bread.''  He  felt  most  strongly 
this  question.  It  had  been  said  to  i 
that  the  men  who  were  to  succeei 
present  Government  in  office  would  t 
selves  soon  turn  round  upon  the  land 
terestand  refuse  it  protection.  If  the 
he  knew  what  course  the  landed  in 
would  Uke.  They  would  turn  oot  th 
Government  as  they  bad  turned  o 
present  one.  If  the  new  Ministers 
forward  with  an  8f«  dutyi  the  aanu 
who  brought  them  into  power  would 
them  out  of  it*  But  be  did  not  I 
they  would  punue  so  ''  mad ''  a  coi 
they  knew  too  well  the  justice  due 
cultivators  of  the  soil }  and  were  ali 
aware  that  the  home  market  w«e  of 
importance  to  the  manufacttmog  in 
and   that  commerce   and   iiiMm£ 
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eoQld  not  Bottrkh  if  tlie  agricultural  in* 
terest  were  destroyed.  Before  he  sat  down 
he  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on  a  rather 
delicate  topic,  which  bad  been  alluded  to  by 
bfs  noble  Friend  the  Mover  of  the  amend«» 
ment,  who  had  expressed  his  deep  regret, 
that  the  money  of  the  savings  banks  had 
ever  been  touched.  Although  the  Govern- 
ment had  applied  the  money  of  the  de- 
positors to  temporary  purposes,  he  hoped 
that  those  depositors  would  receive  an  as* 
sarance  that  their  property  was  quite  safe. 
Tbisnssnrance  ought  tobegiven  by  Govern- 
ment in  the  most  distinct  terms>  for  many 
of  those  who  had  placed  their  earnings  in 
the  savings  banks  were  not  well  educated, 
and  they  would  not  understand  it  unless 
the  plainest  language  were  employed  to 
convince  them  that  their  money  was  se- 
cure. He  had  commenced  by  stating, 
that  he  should  only  say  a  few  words,  and 
be  hoped  he  had  kqpt  his  promise* 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdoume  rejoiced 
that  he  had  given  way  to  the  noble  Duke 
who  had  uttered  his  strong  opinions  in 
terms  which  had  not  caused  him  at  least 
much  surprise.  He  did  not  feel  so  compe* 
tent«  as  bis  noble  Friend  (Earl  Spencer) 
to  diacues  with  the  noble  Duke,  points 
peeuliariy  agricultural ;  but  with  reference 
to  a  general  view  of  the  subject,  he  could 
not  but  complain,  after  the  explanation 
afforded  by  his  noble  Colleague  (l^isGOunt 
Melbourne)  that  the  noble  Duke  had 
persevered  in  the  taunt  that  his  noble 
Colleague,  according  to  his  own  confess 
sioo,  must  be  mad,  because  he  had  once 
stated  that  any  man  who  proposed  a  re* 
peal  of  the  Corn-laws  in  Mo  would  be  so. 
No  such  proposal  had  been  made  by  the 
present  Government ;  and  if  it  were  meant 
that  any  man  must  be  mad  who  contem- 
plated some  change  in  the  existing  Corn- 
laws,  he  (the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  ap- 
prehended that  alt  who  had  taken  part  in 
the  discusaion  already,  and  all  who  would 
take  part  in  it  hereafter,  must  be  looked 
upon  as  insane.  They  all  contemplated 
aome  change  or  other,  be  it  more  or  less» 
and  the  only  question  was,  as  to  the  time 
of  makmg  it,  and  whether  they  shouhl 
eater  Bedlam  by  one  door  or  another. 
He  did  not  believe  that  the  noUe  Dake 
himself  was  entheiy  exempt  from  this  spe- 
ctea  of  hinacy,  and  though  he  might  not 
yet  be  so  far  gone  as  others,  and  possibly 
might  be  the  last  mad  man  of  the  day,  mad 
he  wottM  go  in  the  end,  and  would  allow  of 
ncbanga  «Jiea  it  couM  not  be  leststedi 
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The  Duke  of  Richmond  denied  that  he 
had  ever  said  ^th»t  his  noble  Fried  (Vis- 
count Melbourne)  had  proposed  a  total 
repeal  of  the  Corn-laws.  He  was  vt^ry 
sorry,  by  interposing,  to  spoil  the  joke  of 
the  noble  Marquess;  but  it  was  necessary 
to  set  him  right  as  to  what  he  did  say. 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  was  glad 
to  infer  that  the  noble  Duke  did  not  con-, 
aider  it  perfect  lunacy  for  a  man  to  reoomr 
mend  some  change  in  the  Corn-laws.  Be- 
fore he  proceeded  farther,  he  most  wil- 
lingly complied  with  the  request  of  the 
noble  I>uke,  that  he  would  maka  some, 
distinct  declaration  respecting  the  security 
of  the  money  borrowed  from  those  most 
valuable  institutions  with  which  this  coun- 
try was  ever  bleftsed — the  savings'  banks. 
He  regarded  them  with  the  deeper  intevesi 
from  having  been  himself  instrumental  in 
their  first  establishment  in  England.  De- 
positors might  rest  satisfied  that  their 
money  was  perfectly  safe,  and  that  the 
Government  and  the  Parliament,  in  the 
face  of  the  country,  pledged  the  revenues 
of  the  Slate  for  the  security  of  the  most 
sacred  of  the  public  funds.  All  that 
had  been  done  was  to  convert  one  species 
of  security  into  another,  and  whatever 
suspicion  might  be  indulged  in  by  noble 
Lords  for  the  purposes  of  debate,  he 
(the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  did  not 
believe  that  such  a  suspicion  had  ever 
entered  the  minds  of  that  most  suspici.. 
ous  class  of  persons,  the  saving  portion 
of  the  community.  He  had  risen  be- 
fore the  noble  Duke  (the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond) in  order  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon 
what  had  fallen  from  another  noble  Duke 
(the  Duke  of  Wellington),  who  had  deli- 
vered a  speech  which  did  him  the  highest 
honour,  and  to  which  he  had  listened 
with  the  greatest  pleasure,  although  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  comment  on  some  parts  of 
it.  No  part  did  the  noble  Duke  higher 
honour  than  what  he  had  said  respecting 
services  of  a  peculiar  nature  rendered  by 
the  present  head  of  the  Government  to 
the  young  Sovereign  of  this  country-— 
connected  as  he  was,  by  office  and  per* 
sonal  intimacy^  with  his  noble  Friend,  it 
was  little  for  him  to  bear  testimony,  on  his 
own  knowledge,  to  the  accuracy  of  the 
statement  of  the  noble  Duke ;  but  what- 
ever might  be  the  issue  of  this  night's 
discussion,  he  was  rejoiced,  that  die  recog* 
nition  of  those  services  went  forth  to  the 
world  stamped  with  the  high  authority  of 
the  noble  Dnke.'   The  noble  Duke^how* 
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ever,  accompanied  that  declaration  by 
some  censure  of  tbe  terms  employed  in 
two  royal  speeches,  the  one  delivered  on 
dissolving  the  last  Parliament,  and  the 
other  this  day  read  from  the  woolsack. 
He  must  deny,  emphatically,  that  Minis- 
ters had  committed  her  Majesty  to  any- 
thing, but  to  the  opinion  "  that  the  trade 
and  industry  of  the  country  were  of  para- 
mount importance,''  and  to  the  declaration 
that  <*  she  felt  the  greatest  anxiety  to  pro. 
vide  for  the  exigencies  of  the  public  ser- 
vice in  a  mapner  least  burdensome  to  the 
community/'  The  noble  Duke  had,  more- 
over, expressed  some  dissatisfaction  that 
measures,  on  which  no  definite  opinion 
was  pronounced  from  the  throne,  had  not 
been  preceded  by  an  inquiry  by  which  due 
information  might  have  been  conveyed  to 
Parliament  and  to  the  country.  The  noble 
Duke  and  other  Peers  had  adverted  to  a 
report  of  a  committee,  not  proposed  by 
any  Member  of  the  Government,  but  by 
an  individual  Member  of  Parliament. 
Their  Lordships  would,  however,  recollect 
that  not  once,  twice,  or  three  limes,  but 
constantly,  within  the  last  twenty  or  five- 
and-twenty  years,  all  these  subjects  had 
been  over  and  over  again  investigated  by 
committees.  Sometimes  these  inquiries 
were  made  at  the  instance  of  discontented 
manufacturers,  sometimes  bv  discontented 
agriculturists ;  and  on  no  fewer  than  five 
separate  occasions  reports  had  been  pre- 
sented  to  one  or  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment. To  none  of  these  committees  had 
the  noble  Duke  adverted,  yet  some  of 
them  came  exactly  within  the  category 
laid  down  by  him  of  having  been  com» 

{osed  of  the  most  eminent  statesmen, 
n  1821  and  1822,  a  committee  of  a  most 
important  nature,  connected  with  these 
questions,  was  appointed ;  and  he  would 
just  inform  the  House  what  mem- 
bers composed  it,  and  made  the  report. 
They  were  Sir  Robert  Peel,  Lord  Althorp, 
Mr.  W.  Lamb  (Lord  Melbourne),  Mr. 
Huskisson,  and  Mr.  Robinson.  What 
did  the  House  imagine  this  combination 
of  illustrious  statesmen  of  different  parties 
agreed  in  recommending  ?  They  recom- 
mended a  ^fixed  duty  as  the  best  protec- 
tion that  could  be  given  to  agriculture. 
Yet,  if  he  were  not  very  much  mistaken, 
this  Mr.  Robinson  was  the  same  indivi- 
dual who  had  been  afterwards  created 
Viscount  Ooderich  and  Earl  of  Ripon. 
It  might  be  supposed,  after  what  that  no- 
bl9  L^rd  bad  said  to-night,  that  he  could ! 


{LORDS}  to  the  Speech.  88 

not  be  the  same  person,  but  he  (the  Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne)  had  taken  some 
pains  to  ascertain  his  identity;  and,  for 
his^own  part,  he  was  satisfied  upon  the 
point.  The  present  Ministers  were,  there- 
fore, only  humble  followers  of  that  great 
statesman,  Mr.  Robinson,  who  now  wish^ 
ed  to  deny  his  own  offspring,  and  to  cast 
it,  like  a  foundling,  at  the  door  of  anybody 
who  would  be  charitable  enough  to  give  it 
shelter.  The  report  stated  that  **  such  a 
system  is  fit  to  be  kept  in  view  rather  as 
the  ultimate  tendency  of  the  law  than  as 
practicable,  within  a  very  short  period,** 
and  this  was  delivered  in  the  session  of 
1821-2,  and  from  that  dtfte  until  1841-2, 
that  was  to  say  for  about  twenty  years,  the 
noble  Earl,  instead  of  tending  towards 
such  a  system,  had,  it  seemed,  been 
getting  gradually  further  and  further 
from  it.  The  result  would  be,  that  Mi* 
nisters  were  never  likely  to  have  the  bene- 
fit of  the  aid  of  the  noble  Earl  in  this  un- 
dertaking; the  longer  he  lived  the  less 
likely  he  was  to  approach  the  fixed  duty 
he  had  recommended  in  1821-2.  The 
noble  Earl  might  recollect  a  Greek  tragedy 
which  begun  with  a  soliloquy  by  a  person 
who  had  waited  ten  years  in  vain  for  the 
signal  to  announce  the  termination  of  the 
siege  of  Troy ;  but  the  noble  Earl  had 
out-watched  the  watcher ;  he  had  doubled 
the  ten  ^ears;  and  twentv  years,  instead 
of  inducmg  him  to  think  that  a  fixed  duty 
on  com  might  t)e  adopted,  had  convinced 
him  that  it  was  more  dangerous  than  ever. 
The  progress  of  affairs  during  a  long 
peace — ^the  advance  of  foreign  manufac- 
tures-^the  proved  uncertainty  of  supply 
—had  no  effect  upon  the  mind  of  the 
Earl  of  Ripon,  though  they  might  have 
operated  forcibly  on  that  of  Mr.  Robinson. 
In  the  report  to  which  he  had  referred, 
Ministers  had  placed  some  confidence- 
it  was  their  harbour  of  refuge  in  the  midst 
of  the  storm,  of  opposition,  and,  backed 
by  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Robinson  and  bis 
colleagues  of  the  committee,  they  had 
sought  by  a  fixed  duty  to  obtain  a  sure 
supply  at  a  certain  price,  which,  to  the 
manufacturer  the  farmer  and  the  labourer 
was  the  great  desideratum.  This  system, 
theperfectionof  alawupon  the  subject,  they 
had  sought  to  establish,  warranted  by  expe* 
riments  already  made  upon  the  same  prin* 
ciple  in  other  spheres  of  commerce.  They 
had  been  encouraged  also  in  this  course  of 
policy  by  perceiving  that  the  same  princt* 
pie  in  the  case  of  wool  bad  entirely  sog^ 
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ceeded.   When  it  was  proposed  to  remove 
the  restrictions  on  wool,  the  same  cry  was 
raised,  and  the  same  prophecies  indulged 
— the  poor  lands  would  be  thrown  out  of 
cultivation,  the  farmers  would  be  ruined, 
and  the  labourers  starved  ;  but,  neverthe- 
less, aided  by  a  great  portion  of  the  oppo- 
sition  of  that  day,   he    himself  having 
taken  part  with  the  Government  (for  they 
had  not  sought  jto  unite  themselves  with 
powerful  classes  for  the  poor  end  of  get- 
ting into  office)  the  restrictions  were  re- 
moved^ and  the  result  had  been  a  great 
increase  in  the  importation    of    foreign 
wool,  conjointly  with  an  advance  in  the 
price  of  our  own  wool.    Thus  both  land- 
lords and  tenants  were  benefitted  by  a 
change  which,  it  was  asserted,  would  be 
their  rain,  and  not  an  agriculturist  had 
been  found  to  suggest  a  return  to  the  for- 
mer system.    His  noble  Friend  had  been 
taunted    with   making  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  principles  of  fixed  duty  and 
total  repeal.    He  (the  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe)  was  a  friend  of  free  trade,  but  he 
knew    that    perfect    freedom    was    not 
consistent  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
revenue.    All  that   could  be  done  was 
to  make  as  near  an  approach  to  per- 
fectly free  trade  as  was  consistent  with 
the  interests  of  the  revenue ;  and  in  the 
instances  before  the  House  it  had  been 
thought  that  the  changes  would  increase 
instead  of  diminishing  the  revenue ;  and, 
while  it  afforded  relief  to  the  subject, 
would  be  no  disadvantage  to  the  Govern* 
ment  or  to  any  party.    Above  all,  it  was 
thought  that  the  condition  of  the  farmer 
would  be  improved,  and  that  a  system 
might  be  established  which  would  accom- 
plish this  obiect,  while  it  insured  regu- 
larity of  supply  to  the  community,  without 
bolstering  up  the  machinery  of  varying 
averages,  the  preservation  of  which  would 
inevitably  lead  to  feelings  of  dissatisfaction 
and  discontent.    His  noble  Friend  had 
omitted  many  of  the  transactions  which  he 
might  have  recounted,  he  had  overlooked 
treaties  concluded,  reconciliations  effected, 
and  expeditions  that  had  been  successful, 
but  no  wonder  that  with  opinions  from 
which  he  could  not  escape  on  corn,  timber, 
and  sugar,  he  should  fiy  for  grounds  of 
attack  to  China  and  Afghanistan,  the  pa- 
pers  relating  to  which   were  not   com- 
pletely before  the  House.     These  were 
not,  he  thought,  sufficiently  broad  foun- 
dations on  which  to  build  the  superstruc- 
turea  that  had  been  erected  on  them. 


This  policy  of  his  noble  Friend  evidently 
arose  from  no  other  motive  than  his  desire 
to  avoid  touching  upon  the  great  questions 
at  issue.  He  commended  that  policy,  and 
the  prudence  which  dictated  it.     He  had 
been  much  struck,  not  only  with  what  was 
expressed,  but  with  what  was  omitted  in 
the  amendment.    There  was  no  point  of 
the  subject  to  which  noble  Lords  were 
called   upon   to  pledge  themselves.      If 
there  were  any  who  thought  that  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  sugar  and  timber  duties, 
as  they  existed  at  present,  were  essential 
to  the  interests  of  the  colonies  as  that  of 
the  Corn-law  was  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
agriculturist — if  they  were  comforted  and 
consoled  by  that  amendment,  they  were 
certainly  the  most  easily  comforted  and 
consoled  people  he  had  ever  met  with. 
There  was  little  else  said  in  condemnation 
of  the  Government.   The  noble  Duke,  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  with  his  character- 
istic manliness  and  fairness,  had  given  his 
approval  to  the  sums  voted  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  late  various  military 
expeditions,   though  frequently  implying 
that  the  establishments   were    not  large 
enough,  but  with  those  establishments  and 
influence  in  every  part  of  the  world  we 
had  successfully  mamtained  the  national 
honour  and  interests,  and  they  bad  been 
maintained — not  only  been  maintained, 
but  the  power  of  England  had  been  as* 
serted  and  proved  in  a  manner  which 
would  not  be  speedily  forgotten.  It  would 
be  a  satisfaction  to  the  Ministry,  that  in 
the  face  of  an  opposition  the  most  formic 
dable  and  active  which  had  ever  thwarted 
an  administration,   no  opportunity  had 
been  supplied  of  proving  that  the  honour 
of  the  country  had  ever  been  tarnished  in 
their  hands.    It  would  be  also  matter  for 
satisfactory  reflection,  that  although  for 
the  present  they  were  unsuccessful    in 
bringing  their  great  commercial  measures 
to  a  satisfactory  issue,  they  had  fairly 
taken  up  and  proposed  these  great  mea* 
sures.    They  were  prevented  from  con- 
ducting them  to  the  grand  point  they 
aimed  at»  but  the  situation  of  the  next 
administration,  when  placed  in  such  a  po- 
sition,  as  would  enable  it   to  enjoy  a 
greater  share  of  the  confidence  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,   than    they  had 
been  enabled  to  possess,  would  be  one  of 
deep  responsibility.    **  To  whom  much  is 
given,  of  him  much  shall  be  required.'' 
The  sooner  the  time  arrived  which  should 
place  them  in  possession  of  that  greater 
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sliare  of  confidenee  the  better ;  for  then 
he  hoped  that  the  cloud  which  teemed  to 
hang  over  the  opinions  of  the  majority  of 
that  House  would  be  dispersed ;  and  that 
their  views  would  at  last  become  Tisible; 
and,  when  that  event  occurred,  if  their 
intended  policy  should  appear  to  tend  to- 
wards liberal  measures  and  liberal  princi- 
ples»  he  was  sure  he  was  speaking  the 
sentiments  of  every  noble  Lord  near  him, 
when  he  said,  that  they  should  have  their 
most  unanimous  and  cordial  support. 

The  Earl  of  Coventry  rose  amidst  loud 
cries  of  "  Question,  question."  After  si- 
lence had  been  obtained  the  noble  Eatl 
exclaimed-*  "  I  am  Lord  Coventry ;  a  few 
words  from  me.**  "  I  think  the  country 
is  in  a  safe  state,  and  I  hope  to  find  it 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  WeU 
liogton.  hiy  Lords,  I  hope  I  have  not 
detained  you.*' 

The  Marquess  of  Northampton  said 
that,  as  he  intended  to  vote  for  the  Ad* 
dress,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  state  to 
their  Lordships  the  reasons  which  influ- 
enced him  in  so  doing.  When  either 
House  of  Parliament  passed  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence,  they  did  something 
more  than  the  thing  itself.  They  passed 
not  only  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
against  the  existing  Government,  but  they 
paMed  a  vote  of  confidence  iu  favour  of 
those  who  were  supposed  to  succeed  them. 
Their  Lordships  were  called  upon  to  pass 
that  vote  completely  in  the  dark.  He 
would  never  consent  to  any  vote  express- 
tng  approbation  of  any  Government  unless 
he  knew  what  were  the  measures  which 
that  Government  intended  to  bring  for- 
ward. The  finances  of  the  country  now 
required  that  something  should  be  done. 
What  could  they  do  ?  They  must  adopt 
the  plan  recommended  by  her  Majesty's 
present  Ministers-— or  borrow  a  loan — or 
further  increase  the  taxes.  Which  of 
these  three  plans  were  they  prepared  to 
adopt?  There  was  another  reason  which 
induced  him  to  support  the  original  Ad- 
dress. In  his  opinion  it  was  a  very  incon- 
venient course  for  the  House  to  go  out  of 
the  subjects  contained  in  the  Address  to 
vote  aomething  on  some  other  subject. 
He  certainly  did  not  quite  agree  with  his 
BoMe  FrieuuS  as  to  the  sort  of  speech 
whidi  they  had  placed  in  the  mouth  of 
her  Majesty.  It  went  too  much  into  de- 
taits.  He  was  bound  to  confess  that  whilst 
he  voted  against  the  Address  he  did  so 
iirMi  velucl«nce — for  he  disagreed  with  his  | 


noble  Friends  on  the  subject  of  the  soger 
duties,  and  also  on  the  subject  of  corn. 
He  differed  with  them  as  to  the  first  point, 
because  he  thought  that  the  change  which 
they  proposed  would  lead  to  an  increased 
cultivation  of  sugar,  and  an  increased  cul- 
tivation of  sugar  must  lead  to  an  encour- 
agement of  the  slave  trade.  He  thought 
that  some  negotiations  might  be  entered 
into  with  the  Brazils  by  which  this  country 
would  consent  to  receive  their  sugar  if 
they  entered  into  an  agreement  to  abolish 
slavery.  As  to  the  Corn  Laws,  though 
perhaps  they  might  be  changed  with  ad- 
vantage, he  did  not  approve  of  the  fixed 
duty  sanctioned  by  the  Government.  The 
sort  of  Corn  Law  he  would  support  would 
be  one  which  contained  the  qualities  both 
of  a  fixed  duty  and  a  graduated  scale. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  that,  with  the 
opinions  which  he  entertained  as  to  the  im- 
portant subjects  contained  in  the  Speech  then 
under  discussion,  and  as  to  the  conduct  of 
the  Government  in  bringing  forward  the 
great  question  of  the  Gim-laws,  the  timber 
duties,  and  the  sugar  duties— >with  these 
opinions,  and  having  so  often  maintained 
the  side  which  he  supported  with  regard  to 
these  important  subjects  by  argument,  their 
Lordships  would  be  aware  that  he  would 
give  bis  vote  in  favour  of  the  Address  in 
that  form  which  had  been  recommended  to 
them  by  his  noble  Friend  behind  him;  but^ 
in  so  doing,  it  would  not  be  necessary  for 
him  to  trespass  upon  their  time  by  any  ar- 
gument  at  all.  Vet  he  could  not  give  his 
vote  in  favour  of  that  Address  without 
guarding  on  some  important  particulars 
against  the  inference  that  might  be  drawn 
from  his  vote  that  he  wholly  approved  of 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  even  in  re- 
spect to  those  questions  to  which  he  had 
alluded.  Those  Questions  had  been  that 
night  fully  and  fairly  considered  in  the 
most  able,  eloquent,  and  impressive  address 
by  his  noble  Friend  opposite  (Lord  Ripon). 
His  noble  Friend,  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, and  in  whose  department  this 
subject  more  especially  lay,  bad  certainly 
ffiven  no  manner  of  answer  to  that  speech. 
He  seemed  to  think,  continued  the  noble 
and  |leamed  Lord,  that  it  was  no  duty  of 
his  to  answer  that  speech,  and  yet  he 
ventured  to  call  upon  your  Lordships*  House 
to  disregard  it.  I  differ  entirely  from  ray 
noble  Friend^  and  when  we  are  found  sit- 
ting together,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House,  if  a  speech  should  be  made  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  to  reeommend  a  measure 
which  we  together  eBSft-nr^U^^^B^^* 
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» wUcH  we  U^her  reftist —  a  mea- 
mue,  «  we  think,  dangerous  to  the  country^ 
aad  htirtfiil  to  the  oon8titution*-if  euch  a 
speech  he  then  made  on  this  side  of  the 
House*  (and  I  hope  there  will  not)>  I  shaU 
most  sincerely  hope  to  hear  a  more  elahorate^ 
a  more  statesmanlike,  a  more  elective  an- 
swer from  my  noble  Friend  sitting  there^ 
than  it  has  been  my  good  lack  to  hear  to* 
idght  from  my  noble  Friend  sitting  here. 
it  was  from  no  want  of  ability  on  the  part 
of  my  noble  Friend,  it  was  from  no  want 
of  knowledge  on  the  subject,  but  he  seemed 
to  think — I  know  not  bow — that  it  was 
not  worth  his  trouble  to  answer  the  speech 
of  my  noble  Friend  opposite.  He  seemed 
lo  thkik  that  there  was  an  end  of  the  oon« 
oem — that  the  question  had  been  decided, 
though  no  vote  had  been  taken ;  that  some- 
thing whidi  has  happened  elsewhere  has 
put  an  end  to  all  doubt,  hope,  chance, 
thought,  anxiety  as  to  the  business,  and  he 
aaemed  to  be  giving  himself  and  his  Oovenu 
ment  up  as  martyrs  to  these  propositions-^ 
to  these  popular  measures.  And  he  did  this 
wilfully.  It  was  not  from  the  badness  of  his 
cause  nor  from  his  want  of  skill  to  handle  it, 
but  simply  and  entirely  from  the  carelessness 
and  indifl^noe  of  my  noble  Friend.  The 
noble  and  learned  Lord  proceeded  to  say 
that  Uie  defects  of  his  noble  Friend*8  (Lord 
Melbourne's)  speech  had  well  nigh  been 
supptied  by  the  speech  of  his  noble  Friend, 
who  had  last  addressed  their  Lordships, 
hot  there  was  one  thing  which  he  had  left 
nnanaweied,  and,  as  it  was  a  very  material 
point,  relating  to  the  whole  question  cf 
the  Com-*law6f  he  would  briefly  solicit 
their  aitlention  to  it.  He  referred  to  his 
noUe  Fitond's  (the  Earl  of  Rlpon*s)  man- 
ner of  dealing  with  the  averages.  The 
whole  flBt4^  the  question  as  to  the  oom« 
pantive  advantages  of  a  sliding  scale  and 
of  a  fixed  duty— indeed  the  whole  gist  of 
the  ootlfa  question  of  the  Corn-laws,  was 
this««»whieh  of  the  two  sahemes  would 
give  the  better  prospect  of  a  fixed,  oon- 
atant,  and  not  fluctuating  price.  His  no- 
Mo  Friend  the  noble  Duke  (Wellington) 
who  alwqrs  Saw  at  one  view  what  was  the 
point  on  which  every  question  turned,  aad 
who  always  manfully  aaet  and  fiurly  argued 
it,  when  they  had  last  argued  the  question 
be  (the  noble  Duke  on  one  side,  and^  un« 
fortunately  for  him,  he  himself  on  the 
other)  had  applied  himself  to  that  point, 
and  endeavoured  to  satisfy  their  Lordships 
that  the  present  sjrstem  was  the  more  lik^y 
to  secure  a  fixed,  regular,  and  not  fluctuating  I 
price.    80  had  argued  the  aoUe  Eari  ap^  I 


posite  to-night,  and  the  way  in  which  he 
had  made  out  his  case  was  this:— he  took 
a  number  of  years,  and,  having  the  price 
of  each  year,  divided  the  whole  number  c^ 
years,  and  thus  obtained  the  average  of  a 
certain  period.  He  took  the  first  four  years 
of  his  calculation  at  505.»  the  next  four  at  a 
little  more,  the  next  series  at  under  60s., 
and  then,  dlFiding  each  series  separately 
found  out  the  average  during  that  time. 
Why,  he  would  undertake  to  prove  any- 
thing in  figures,  if  they  would  allow  him 
to  choose  his  own  figures,  and  then  to  de- 
vide  them  as  he  liked.  He  objected  to 
taking  any  one  year.  It  did  not  answer 
the  purpose  they  had  in  view.  Suppose 
they  divided  the  year  into  fifty-two  periods, 
and  obt«uned  a  quodent  from  the  prices  pf 
all  these  fifty-two  weeks,  it  would  give  no 
idea  of  the  fluctuation  which  had  taken 
place  during  the  time.  In  one  week  the 
price  might  be  20^.,  in  another  40«.,  in 
another  60«.,  in  another  80^^  up  to  120f. 
Why,  taking  them  altogether,  and  dividing 
them  by  twdve,  you  obtained  an  average 
of  the  whole  period,  but  no  one  could  pos- 
sibly tell  how  steady  or  how  unsteady,  or 
firm,  or  how  fluctuating  the  price  of  com 
had  been  during  the  fifty-two  periods 
takon  in  his  calculation.  So  with  reipeot 
to  any  given  period.  The  list  from  which 
his  noUe  Friend  had  argued  was  simply  a 
Ust  of  aven^^^and  the  question  was  not 
a  question  of  average,  it  was  a  question  of 
pnoe«««nd  the  aversge  was  the  very  thing 
whidi  then  they  did  not  want  lo  know. 
In  the  paper  of  averages  during  the  last 
six  years,  the  three  first  years  of  the 
series  being  1835,  1836,  1887,  and  the 
three  last  being  1838,  1839,  and  1840,-^ 
(and  here  he  was  meeting  the  noble  Lord 
upon  his  own  ground,  and  upon  that  he 
would  show  that  there  had  been  a  very 
mat  fluctuation^  even  with  this  steady, 
firm,  secure  scale)— he  found  that  during 
the  first  series  of  three  yeaxi,  the  average 
price  was  somewhere  about  43s.  The 
average  price  of  the  first  three  years  was 
4ds.  Now,  what  was  the  average  of  the 
last  three  yeats  r  Why  it  was  no  less  than 
6d«.  or  64s.— a  fluctuation,  taking  these 
two  periods,  oi  no  less  than  from  43#.  to 
63f.,  or  no  less  than  50  per  cent.  He 
thought  it  his  duty  thus  to  remind  the 
House  of  the  defective  state  of  the  axgo* 
ment,  and  of  the  extreme  fidkcy  of  any 
arguments  founded  on  averages;  and  he 
was  the  more  induced  to  enter  into  this 
part  of  the  question  from  a  conviction  Uiat 
it  bore  very  closely  upon  the  main  point  at 
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issue.  Upon  some  of  the  other  topics 
which  had  been  broached  in  the  course  of 
the  present  debate^  it  would  be  preposte- 
rous for  him  to  enter,  for  many  of  these, 
as  they  had  been  taken  up  both  on  the  one 
side  and  the  other,  appeared  to  him  to  have 
no  relation  whatever  to  the  issue  on  which 
the  House  had  to  decide.  With  these  re- 
marks he  might  perhaps  have  been  con- 
tented to  sit  down,  did  he  not  apprehend, 
that  in  voting  for  the  Address  as  he  in. 
tended  to  do,  his  conduct  and  motives 
might  be  misapprehended;  he  therefore 
should  not  vote  without  stating  briefly, 
and  in  a  manner  as  little  offensive  as  possi- 
ble, the  grounds  upon  which  his  opinions 
had  been  adopted.  His  noble  Friends  were 
quite  aware  of  his  opinion  of  the  objection 
be  was  about  to  state.  If  he  were  to  allow 
the  Address  to  be  put  to  the  vote,  and 
should  say  to  it^  ''  content,"  then  he  could 
have  no  right  to  complain  if  there  should 
afterwards  be  any  misrepresentation  as  to 
the  reasons  by  which  he  had  been  influ- 
enced in  so  voting.  He  apprehended,  that 
he  mig^ht  be  expcraed  to  much  misrepresent- 
ation, if  he  allowed  the  measures  mentioned 
in  the  Address  to  pass  without  notice.  The 
position  in  which  her  Majesty's  Ministers 
stood,  he  deemed  to  be  a  matter  of  great 
regret  in  a  constitutional  point  of  view. 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  his  noble  Friends 
behind  him  had  been  guilty  of  a  great  error 
of  judgment  on  one  subject,  but  he  rejoiced 
that  they  had  brought  forward  the  question 
of  the  Corn-laws,  Though  not  satisfied 
with  the  nature  or  the  extent  of  what  they 
proposed  to  do,  he  still  rejoiced  that  they 
had  brought  the  subject  forward,  for  the 
bare  taking  it  up  gave  a  prospect  of  success 
to  the  larger,  safer,  wiser  measure.  As  to 
the  timber  duties,  he  should,  with  the  same 
qualifications,  say,  that  he  likewise  rejoiced 
to  see  them  brought  forward  at  the  present 
moment.  On  the  subject  of  the  measures 
regarding  sugar,  he  should  now  only  ex- 
press his  regret  that  the  opportunity  which 
they  presented  had  not  been  taken  advan- 
tage of  for  the  purpose  of  entering  into 
negotiations  with  the  Powers  whidi  go- 
verned Cuba  and  the  Brazils,  with  a 
view  to  the  extinction  of  the  slave- 
trade.  But  in  counselling  a  dissolution 
of  the  late  Parliament,  it  did  appear 
to  him  that  his  noble  Friends  had  been 
guilty  of  a  great  error  of  judgment.  It  was 
wrong  towards  the  state,  it  was  wrong 
towards  the  Sovereign,  and  it  was  doubly 
wrong  towards  the  interests  of  those  ques- 
tions themselves^  which,  as  responsible  ad- 


visers of  the  Crown,  they  had  farouffht 
under  the  consideration  of  Parliament,  lie 
could  not  for  a  moment  doubt  that  his  noUe 
Friends  entertained  a  sanguine  hope— nay, 
they  would  not  be  justified  merely  by  a 
sanguine  hope— -they  must  have  entertained 
a  confident  expectation  of  receiving  a 
favourable  answer,  when  they  advised  the 
Sovereign  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  country. 
They  must,  when  they  eave  that  advice, 
not  only  have  entertained  a  confident  ex- 
pectation, but  have  felt  absolutely  certain* 
that  a  majority  would  be  returned  in  favour 
of  them,  and  of  their  measures.  They 
could  not  have  entertained  the  least  doubt 
that  they  would  have  a  majority — not  a 
bare  majority,  not  such  a  majority  as  that 
which  for  some  time  past  had  enabled  them 
to  linger  rather  than  to  live-rnot  a  majo- 
rity of  twos  or  threes,  or  now  and  then  of 
eighteen  or  twenty ;  but  such  a  majority 
as  would  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  bu- 
siness of  the  country— such  a  majority  as 
might  fairly  be  called  a  working  majority. 
On  this  they  could  have  felt  no  uncertainty 
when  they  tendered  that  advice  to  the  So- 
vereign. He  was  not  permitted  to  suppose 
that  they  entertained  a  shadow  of  aoubt 
upon  the  subject.  Why  did  he  say  so.^ 
Because  on  no  other  conceivable  supposition 
had  they  a  right  to  tender  such  advioe^- 
to  advise  the  Crown  to  dissolve  a  Parlia* 
ment — to  council  a  Sovereign  to  exercise 
the  highest  and  most  important  of  the 
prerogatives;  but  to  counsel  the  Crown  to 
have  recourse  to  that  prerogative,  for  the 
purpose  of  what,  if  it  were  not  to  return 
a  majority  in  their  favoury  and  a  decided 
majority  ?  For  the  purpose  of  returning  a 
larger  minority  than  their  adversaries  might 
gain,  if  they  succeeded  to  power  and  £&- 
solved.  He  wished  to  use  no  offensive  ex- 
pression, and  therefore  he  should  only  say, 
that  that  was  an  advice  which  no  British 
Minister  dared  to  avow  that  he  had  given 
to  his  Sovereign.  But  he  went  further, 
he  acquitted  his  noble  Friends  of  having, 
by  possibility,  been  guilty  of  giving  such 
advice.  It  would  be  to  advise  the  Sovereign 
to  become  a  party  to  a  mere  factious  ma- 
nceuvre;  therefore  he  denied  that  it  was 
possible  that  any  one  of  his  noble  Friends 
could  have  given  such  advice.  Where- 
fore it  was  evident  that  they  must  have 
held  the  most  confident  expectation  of  a 
lar^,  or  at  least  a  very  considerable  ma- 
jority, in  their  favour,  at  the  general  elec- 
tion. If  it  were  said  that  an  appod  had 
been  made  to  the  people  on  the  subject  of 
these  measures,  and  that  it  had  faUed,  mi 
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Aat  the  people  at  the  elections  had  re. 
tucned  an  answer  opposed  to  that  policy, 
he  took  leave  to  deny  that  position.  He 
fdt  hound  to  do  so  from  his  regard  to  the 
hest  interests  of  that  people,  of  those  ques- 
tions, and  of  that  state  policy.  If  he 
merely  cared  for  the  party  that  had  hrought 
these  measures  forward — if  he  were  wholly 
regardless  of  the  importance  of  the  free 
tr»ie>  of  the  Corn-laws,  and  of  the  policy 
recommended  by  the  Government,— if  he 
wanted  to  make  a  pretext  of  this  kind 
for  the  purpose  of  bolstering  up  a  party, 
then  he  might  say,  that  the  country  had 
zetumed  a  verdict — not  against  the  Go- 
vernment— not  against  the  men,  but  against 
their  measures.  But  did  those  men  suffer 
nothing  in  character  who  had  given  such  a 
judgment  ?  Would  the  interest  of  the  people 
have  suffered  nothing  by  returning  such  a 
judgment;  and,  above  all,  would  the  ques- 
tions tibemselves  suffer  nothing  by  such 
large  majorities  pronounced  against  them  ? 
Undoubtedly  a  great  injury  would  be  done 
to  these  measures ;  they  would  be  sacrificed 
in  the  hopeless  attempt  to  prop  up  the 
fallen  fortunes  of  a  party  in  power  who 
brought  them  forward.  He  would  not 
admit  that  that  was  the  construction  to  be 
put  on  the  verdict  which  the  country  had 
returned.  He  thought  their  Lordships 
would  perceive  that  the  verdict  was  on  one 
lane  and  the  trial  on  another — that  the 
ooantry  had  given  their  verdict  against  the 
men>  but  that  on  the  subject  of  their  policy 
no  verdict  had  been  returned,  or  opinion 
exprened.  That  policy  had  received  a 
•canty  measure  of  justice — first,  as  to  the 
Ume,  next  as  to  the  shape,  then,  as  to  the 
measures  themselves.  If  his  noble  Friends 
two  years  and  a-half  ago,  had  opened  their 
eyes  to  their  own  real  position,  and  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  case  with  regard  to  the 
trade  of  the  country,  }£  they  had  only  al- 
lowed that  evidence  to  be  brought  to  their 
Lordships'  bar  which  had  been  tendered  on 
oath  in  support  of  this  question,  and  had 
been  defeat^  by  their  Lordships,  and  on 
the  renewal  of  the  question  the  Session 
after  had  persisted  in  lending  it  their  aid 
and  support,  and  then,  after  two  years* 
sopport,  with  no  possibflity  of  any  sinister 
motive  being  imputed  to  them,  they  had 
found  it  expedient,  for  any  other  reasons, 
BQch  as  their  defeat  on  the  Irish  Registra- 
tion Act;  to  appeal  to  the  country,  by  dis- 
solving Parliament,  he  ventured  to  say,  that 
they  would  have  had  a  very  different  re- 
ception from  what  Uiey  had  had,  whether 
they  put  the  question  on  the  merits  of  the 
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policy  itself,  or  on  the  merits  of  the  Minis- 
ters who  had  brought  it  forward.  But 
though  it  was  perfectly  untrue  that  they 
for  the  first  time  took  up  the  Corn-law 
question  in  the  month  of  April  last,  when 
defeated  on  the  other  bill — though  it  was 
undeniably  true  that  a  considerable  time 
before  that  they  had  directed  their  atten- 
tion to  it — though  it  was  undeniably  un« 
true  that  they  hud  only  conditionally  come 
to  a  resolution  to  bring  forward  the  Corn- 
law  question  if  they  should  find  it  needful, 
and  if  they  should  be  driven  to  straits — • 
though  it  is  undeniably  incorrect  to  state 
that  that  was  their  course;  [f'  Some  Lords 
laughed/li  ^®  ^^  ^°  ™o'®  doubt  of  the 
fact  than  that  he  was  standing  before  their 
Lordships.  The  correspondence  with  the 
Qovernor-General  of  Canada  proved  that 
the  bringing  forward  of  these  measures 
had  not  b^n  suggested  after  the  defeat 
in  ApriL  Nevertheless,  it  was  impossible  to 
deny  that  the  coincidence  in  point  of  time 
went  out  to  the  country  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  throw  great  suspicion  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Government.  He 
had  stated  to  their  lordships  why  that 
suspicion  was  altogether  groundless,  or 
very  much  exaggerated ;  but  that  the  sus- 
picion did  exist,  and  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  was  undeniable.  It  was  that  by 
which  the  advocates  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Corn-laws  were  everywhere  mrt— that  of 
their  having  so  long  delayed  taking  this 
course,  and  then  to  have  appeared  to  the 
people  only  to  have  taken  it  when  driven  to 
it— and  that  they  did  not  take  it  up  on  its 
own  merits,  but  as  a  handle  for  the  pur- 
pose of  regaining  their  popularity  at  the 
elections.  That  was  the  prevailing  opinion 
at  the  late  election,  and  if  they  would  in- 
quire of  any  of  those  who  stood  as  candi- 
dates, or  of  any  of  those  persons  who  were 
less  liable  to  be  biassed  in  their  judgments, 
because  they  were  bystanders  and  witnesses 
rather  than  parties  in  those  contests,  he 
would  venture  to  say,  that  with  extraor- 
dinary unanimity  the  same  answer  would 
be  given  by  them  all  as  to  the  character 
and  the  results  of  those  contests.  But  that 
was  not  all.  The  shape  in  which  the  mea^ 
sures  were  brought  forward  appeared  to  be 
another  and  a  very  serious  impediment  to 
success.  The  measures  were  good  in  them- 
selves. The  principles  upon  which  they 
were  founded  were  sound.  They  were 
calculated  to  relieve  the  trade  of  the  coun- 
try, but  they  were  not  brought  forward  as 
measures  for  relieving  that  trade.  Upon 
that  foundation  tl^j;  ,^j4^^Y^^§((^(^apd 
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stood  finnly-;  but  th^  were  brougfal  for. 
ward  88  measures  of  finance.  That  was  a 
rotten  foundation^  and  upon  that  founda* 
tion  they  could  not  stand.  They  were 
sound  and  well-constructed  measures  as 
measures  of  commercial  policy^  but  as  mea- 
sures of  financial  policy,  it  was  impossible 
to  listen  with  patience  to  any  argument  in 
their  favour.  The  smallest  statement  of 
figures,  the  most  cursory  glance  at  accounts, 
the  lightest  knowledge  of  financial  mat- 
ters, would  make  it  impossible  for  any  man 
to  say  that  they  ought  to  be  regarded  as 
measures  of  taxation  and  finance.  Take 
the  com  question  for  instance.  His  noUe 
Friend  haid  argued  with  respect  to  the  tim- 
ber and  sugar  duties,  but  taking  the  Com- 
laws,  could  any  mortal  believe  that  any  por- 
tion of  the  revenue  could  be  regarded  as 
certain,  or  that  a  source  of  revenue  could  be 
relied  on,  which  was  to  be  dependent  upon 
the  seasons  and  the  price  of  grain  at  home  ? 
Look  at  the  averages,  look  at  the  prices 
which  had  prevailed  during  the  years  1834, 
1835»  and  1836,  and  they  would  find  that 
not  one  farthing  of  revenue  could  be  got 
from  that  source.  During  eveiy  one  of 
those  years  the  duty,  the  freight,  and  the 
charges  of  shipping  would  have  made  it 
impassible  for  a  sin^e  bushel  of  foreign 
grain  to  be  brought  into  this  country.  His 
noble  Friend  had,  with  his  usual  ability. 
Stated*  that  under  the  price  of  64«.  no 
foreign  wheat  could  be  imported.  Per* 
baps  his  noble  Friend  had  taken  rather  a 
large  idea  of  that  sulgect.  [[Earl  Spencer : 
563.2  Well,  take  the  price  at  66«.,  at  even 
lower  than  that,  at  5U  or  52^.,  still  the 
prices  in  those  successive  years  be  had 
mentioned  would  have  made  it  utterly 
impossible  for  one  single  bushel  of  foreign 
grain  to  be  imported  from  either  Dantatc, 
Rotterdam,  or  Hamburgh.  Therefore,  the 
answer  he  had  to  give  was  perfectly  satis- 
factory ;  it  could  not  be  a  financial  mea« 
sure,  it  could  not  be  a  tax  upon  which  the 
revenue  could  place  any  dependence.  The 
only  argument  on  the  other  side  of  this 
important  question  wa^  that  in  those  years 
of  greatest  cheapness  at  home  there  was  an 
increased  consumption  of  excisable  articles; 
consequently,  though  the  same  amount  fi 
revenue  was  not  to  be  expected  from  com, 
the  deficiency  was  made  up  in  that  way. 
It  certainly  was  the  duty  of  a  pmdent 
financier  to  take  the  bad  as  well  at  the  good 
years  into  account,  and  to  set  one  against 
the  other,  but  they  had  no  right  to  take 
the  bad  years  and  say  that  they  were  the 
consequence  of  the  com  tax,  and  that  the 


com  tax  was  a  total fuluie.  Botthemea* 
sures  had  been  brought  forward  of  a  frame 
and  an  amount  which  was  not  likely  to 
insure  for  them  that  success  which  might 
have  been  expected  had  they  been  placed 
on  a  larger  ground.  In  that  House  their 
Lordships  might  calmly  deliberate  opoo 
subjecta  which  they  might  Ihold  to  convey 
lessons  of  practical  instruction,  for  wise  and 
sober  legislation ;  but  when  they  appealed 
to  the  people  on  grounds  of  a  phiiosi^hical 
and  commercial  nature,  they  must  take 
something  more  tangible  than  reflnemenU 
upon  principles.  No  doubt  the  measures 
proposed  were  improvementa  upon  the  pre» 
sent  State  of  things ;  but  the  greatest  defect 
of  the  Government  scheme  was,  that  it  pro- 
fessed to  be  a  fVee  trade  scheme,  and  yet  it 
commenced  with  doubling  the  duty  on 
colonial  timber.  It  raised  the  duty  of  10«. 
to  20tf. ;  it  added  100  per  cent,  to  the  duty 
upon  colonial  timber,  and  called  that  free 
trade.  Trae,  it  took  (^  9  per  cent.,  that 
was  to  say  5«.  out  of  55«.  on  Baltic  timber ; 
and  though  they  who  were  sitting  in  deli^ 
beration  there  were  aware,  that  upon  the 
whole  that  was  a  considerable  improve* 
ment ;  yet,  if  the  Government  went  to  the 
country  upon  the  question  of  free  trade, 
and  called  upon  the  people  to  support  them 
because  they  were  propounding  measures 
of  free  trade,  they  should  not  let  the  people 
see  that  the  first  thing  in  their  budget  tvas, 
that  they  took  off  9  per  cent  from  Baltio 
timber,  and  added  100  per  cent,  on  Cana- 
dian timber.  The  effect  must  be,  as  it  had 
been,  that  the  people  would  see  it  was  not 
a  measure  of  free  trade  |  and,  therefiiie, 
they  must  withhold  their  ooneurrenoe.  On 
that  ground  alone,  therefore,  free  trade  had 
not  had  a  hit  trial  in  the  country,  and  a 
proper  verdict  had  not  been  obtained  upon 
it.  Then,  as  to  sugar,  if  they  had  shown 
the  people  that  thera  was  a  measure  in 
contemplation  for  which  they  deserved  the 
support  of  the  people;  if  they  had  m  far 
reduced  the  duty  on  sugar  as  to  make  that 
all  but  necessary  of  life  easily  obtoina  e 
by  the  lower  classes,  most  undoubte  y 
they  would  have  a  right  to  expect,  and  in  sll 
pn^bility  would  have  received,  the  support 
of  the  people.  But  what  was  the  difler-i 
enoe  of  price  which  they  proposed  to  ef- 
fect?—1«.  6cL  per  cwt,  or  very  little  more 
than  half-a-farthing  in  the  poond^^Hnx* 
tentha  of  a  farthing  in  the  pound  I  Why, 
every  one  who  knew  anything  of  trader 
knew  very  well  that  the  dealer  alone,  and 
not  the  consumer,  would  benefit  by  snch 
a  trifling  reduction.    Aa  to  the  Cani-I»w% 
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it  WM  a  ^ry  ttmnderable  imjnoveineiit 
upon  ihe  aLiding  icale  to  mibstitute  a  fixed 
datjr.  He  was  againit  any  luddeiij  total 
repeal  of  the  Cora-laws,  or  of  what  was 
ciuled  the  protective  dutiee,  but  he  thought 
it  ought  to  be  gradual,  yet  total,  and  no 
doubt  in  a  few  years  the  repeal  might  be 
eompkted.  He  might  be  quite  wrong,  and 
no  doubt  many  of  their  Lordships  thought 
he  was.  But  they  were  now  looking  to 
the  meatara  upon  which  an  appeal  had 
been  made  to  the  people,  who  had  been 
caUed  opon  to  give  their  support  to  a  free 
trade  in  eom,  a  free  trade  generally,  but, 
above  aU,  in  that  which  formed  the  basis 
of  all  other  eommodities,  and  which  was 
the  staple  food  of  the  people.  Free  trade 
in  oom  was  said,  to  have  been  the  objeet 
of  the  Government  in  making  an  appeal  to 
the  people.  But  what  did  the  people  see } 
Instead  of  a  free  trade  in  oom  it  was  a  tax 
upon  food — a  tax  of  8#.  per  quarter,  upon 
evecy  quarter  of  com  imported.  That  was 
the  shape  in  which  the  question  went  to 
the  ooontry;  that  was  the  ground  upon 
which  tke  soimort  of  the  people  was  asked; 
thafc  waa  the  [dan  of  free  trade  for  the  pur- 
po0  of  biinging  down  monopoly.  It  must 
ha  elaar  that  a  fixed  duty  totally  prevented 
thepoanbility  of  a  reduction  in  the  price  of 
the  oomaaodity.  Cheap  bread  eould  not 
oene  from  that  quarter  |  no  one  had  a  ri^t 
to  say  that  cheap  bread  had  any  oonnexTon 
whatever  with  the  impodtion  of  that  duty. 
The  total  repeal  of  the  Com-laws  would 
certainly  raduee  the  prioe  of  corn ;  but  the 
Minialenal  pffopositkm  woold  not  at  all. 
Ha  bad  alwayi  argued  before  their  Lord- 
ships, aa  daewhere,  that  the  agriculturists 
as  greatly  exaggerated  the  e^ets  to  be  an- 
tis^aled  one  way,  from  the  repeal/  as  the 
masMi&etiivefs  did  the  othor  way.  A  fixed 
doty,  however,  of  8s,  oouM  not  possibly 
pradoaa  aay  redaction  in  price.  Why,  the 
average  duty  latdy  had  been  5s.  6d.  or 
thereabouts,  so  that  here  was  a  pontive 
iaoeaaa  of  asma  2s.  6d.  A  total  rc^al 
would,  oertainlyj  producing  a  reduction  per- 
haps  of  from  5s.  to  St.  per  quarts,  be  a 
i^ef  to  the  people.  The  Government  had 
noi  the  right  to  speak  of  their  measure 
as  caleoktd  to  cheapen  eom,  seeing  that 
it  eoold  net  possibly  lower  the  price  ef  com 
ooa  fiEHTtlting.  Still,  as  a  measure  substitu- 
tmg  a  fixed  duty  ftw  a  sliding  scale,  it  would 
pmdaco  meet  important  and  most  beneficial 
rasoltSL  It  woold  reanimate  droofnng 
maatifiMstiires,  and  relieve  the  poor,  not  l^ 
dwapening  bread,  but  by  giving  them  more 
vriMRntkh  to  procure  it    On  these 


grounds  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  the 
result  of  the  late  election  could  not  be  said 
to  have  been  a  verdict  against  the  repeal  of 
the  Cora-laws,  or  against  the  principle  of 
free- trade;  but  that  it  had  been  clearly 
against  the  general  policy  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  and  that  it  indicated  a  distrust  of 
the  Administration,  which  he  could  not 
but  say  he  thought  justified  that  state- 
ment in  the  amendment*-of  which,  by- 
the-bye,  not  one  word  had  been  said  by 
those  of  his  noble  Friends  who  had  spoken 
upon  it— the  statement,  that  her  Majes- 
ty's Ministers  had  lost,  not  the  confidence 
of  Parliament  merely,  but  **  the  eonfldence 
of  the  country."  *' The  confidence  of  this 
House  "  would  have  been  a  verj  incorrect 
expressk)n  indeed,  inasmuch  as  the  Minis- 
ters never  had  possessed  it,  but  it  could 
not  be  denied,  that  the  elections  had  deci- 
sively demonstrated,  that  they  had  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  nation.  Now,  there  was 
one  other  point,  and  one  of  paramount  mo- 
ment, to  which  he  could  not  but  advert. 
And  lest  it  should  be  said  (by  those  who 
might  be  desirous  of  destroying  the  efiect 
of  what  he  said),  that  he  was  **  only  wise 
after  the  event,**  he  begged  to  recall  to  the 
recollection  of  his  noble  Friends  and  of 
their  Lordships,  that  he  had  in  this  House 
on  the  2l8t  of  June  stated  the  substance  of 
what  he  had  now  said,  or  was  about  to 
say,  ''  before  the  event/*— -that  he  had  al- 
ways declared  that  he  would  never  agree 
to  be  bound  by  the  result  of  the  '^appeal " 
(as  it  was  called)  **  to  the  country/'  regard 
being  liad  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
that  appeal  would  be  made,  the  time  at 
which,  and  the  shape  in  which,  as  well  aa 
the  measures  upon  which,  it  would  be 
made :  he  had  declared,  that  he  would  not 
consider  the  election  as  anj  test  of  the  opi- 
nions and  the  principles  oi  the  people;  but 
now  he  came  to  a  more  weiglity  and  bkn 
nientsus  point,  involving  principles  of  the 
highest  eonstittttional  importenee.  He 
frankly  avowed,  that  he  eonceivedi  aflter 
the  result  of  the  recent  ekctions  was 
known,  it  was  the  duty  of  his  noble 
Friends  to  have  resigned.  They  ought  not 
any  longer  to  have  remained  in  office; 
they  ought  simply,  stra^htferwaiiSIy,  man- 
fully, to  have  resigned.  Two  years  and  a 
half  ago,  when  the  Ministers,  after  having 
stated  to  Parliament  that  they  had  lost  the 
confideneeof  the  Legislature,  returned  to 
place  under  circumstances  to  which  he 
would  not  partkttlarly  allude-^it  was  un- 
necessary to  do  so— and  when  they  as- 
sumed office  witho!0fy,BftW§ri.riUf^^4?e' 
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being  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  majorities 
of  either  House  opposed  to  them,  he  had 
then  foreseen  what  he  believed  then  would 
be,  no  doubt  had  been,  and  was,  the  actual 
truth  of  the  case — that  this  retention  of 
office   would  be  one  main  cause  of  their 
losing  the  confidence  of  the  nation.     He 
had  then  blamed  them,  but  their  remain- 
ing in  office  since  the  result  of  the  recent 
elections  was  known  was  a  mere  "  error  in 
judgment,'*  — (he  confidently  believed  it 
was  no  more  than  that) — ^he  was  persuaded 
office  must  have  since  been  a  burden  to 
them.   It  could  be  nothing  but  a  burden— « 
but  the  consequences  certainly  had  been 
most  unfortunate.     For  it  had  happened 
that  they  had,  through  having  thus  re- 
tained office,  had  to  advise  their  royal  mis- 
tress   upon    one    of  the  most  important 
occasions  on  which  the  discretion  and  the 
authority  of  the  Crown  could  be  exercised 
— *the  declaration  of  the  causes  of  summon- 
ing the  Parliament — the  statements  of  the 
Sovereign  in  opening  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment.    Most  unconstitutional  would  it  be 
to  hint,  that  any  opposition  to  the  Speech 
was  an  indication  of  opposition  or  hostility 
towards  the  Sovereign.    Nothing  could  be 
more  clear  than  that  the  Speech  was  the 
speech  of  the  Ministers,  and  was  to  be  dealt 
with  as  any  other  act  of  theirs  with  all 
possible  freedom.    At  the  same  time  it 
was  just  as  clear,  that  it  being  most  desira- 
ble to  have  a. good  understanding  between 
the  Crown  and  the  Parliament,  all  thinss 
ought  to  be  studiously  avoided  which  could 
have  any  tendency  to  provoke  or  impel  any 
thing  that  resembled  a  rejection,  a  refusal, 
a  negation  of  the  Address  in  answer  to  the 
Speech,  even  though  that  Speech  was  the 
Act  alone  of  the  Sovereign's  responsible 
advisers.     But  now,  the  Ministers  having 
remained  in  office  after  the  result  of  the 
elections  was  known,  with  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  that  result,  had  prepared  a  speech 
which  was  to  have  a  fate  as  absolutely,  as 
distinctly  known,  as  any  event  could  be 
before  it .  happened — ^a  speech  which  they 
knew— which  they  confessed  they  knew — 
must  meet  with  rejection  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament     If  he  were  told  that  until 
.men  came  to  act  in  Parliament,  nothing 
could  be  known  of  their  votes,  as  hustings 
declarations  did  not  always  bind,  or  if  he 
were  told  that  until  a  division  was  taken, 
they  could  not  tell  which  way  a  man's  vote 
might  be  given,  then  would  he  again  say, 
unfortunately,  **  lUera,  scripta  manei"  A 
noble  Friend  of  his  had  announced  to  his 
constituents,  in  a  public  letter,  that  an 


overwhelming  majority  of  Members  had 
been  return^  against  the  Government 
The  fact  must,  therefore,  have  been  known 
to  his  noble  Friend  near  him,  and  a  speech 
was  accordingly  prepared,  to  be  rejected  by 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament.  The  opinions  which  that 
speech  contained  could  have  been  entered 
upon  the  journals  of  the  House  just  as  well 
and  in  a  much  more  regular  and  constitu- 
tional manner,  in  a  manner  more  conform 
mable  to  the  practice  of  the  House,  than 
that  which  had  been  chosen  by  hit 
noble  Friends.  He  wished  he  could 
close  these  observations  without  say- 
ing a  word  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of 
late  elections ;  but  since  they  had  occurred, 
the  unprecedented  corruption  which  had 
been  practised  at  them  in  every  form  all 
over  the  country,  had  hardly  once  been 
absent  from  his  mind«  Bribery,  to  an  ex- 
tent he  believed  unparalleled,  influence 
and  intimidation  of  the  worst  description, 
violence,  turbulence,  threats,  actual  out- 
rage by  imprisonment,  by  wounding,  and 
sometimes  by  murder,  disgrace,  he  was- 
sorry  to  say,  very  many  of  the  recent  elec- 
tions. Such  was  the  picture  which  had 
been  presented  to  them,  not  merely  by  the 
addresses  of  disappointed  candidates,  and 
the  reports  of  eye  witnesses,  but  they  had 
actually  seen,  by  the  records  of  courts 
of  justice,  not  only  that  bribery  and  inti- 
midation, and  actual  violence  of  a  moat 
hideous  character,  had  been  resorted  to^ 
but  that  they  had  taken  place  without  any 
exception  of  party,  and  were  common  to 
both  of  the  great  parties  contesting  those 
elections.  He  could  state  just  as  bad  cases 
on  the  one  side  as  the  other ;  but  he  would 
,  not  now  detain  their  Lordships  by  doing 
so.  Of  this,  however,  he  was  certain,  that 
'  unless  Parliament  interposed — unless  an 
'  inquiry  were  instituted,  both  the  parties 
which  divided  that  House  and  divided  the 
'  country,  must  make  up  their  minds  to 
share,  and  share  equally,  the  blame  of  pro- 
I  tecting  and  screening,  by  refusing  to  punish 
I  persons  guilty  of  those  practices.  He  be- 
,  lieved  (hat  their  Lordships  had  great  power 
,  in  the  matter.  He  believed,  tmit  if,  with 
their  means  of  inquiry,  some  of  which  were 
peculiar  to  that  House,  they  were  to  insti- 
I  tute  an  inquiry  into  the  mal-practices  which 
;  had  taken  place  at  the  late  elections— with 
\  no  view  to  punish,  of  course  with  no  view 
to  seats  in  the  other  House,  as  in  that  they 
could  not  meddle,  but  merely  with  regard 
to  future  legislation  on  the  subject — he  be- 
lieved that  not  only  vi  ould  the  character  of 
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their  Lordships*  House  be  greatly  raised  in 
the  estimation  of  the  country,  but  that  the 
inquiiy  could  not  possibly  be  gone  through 
without  such  a  successful  result  as  would 
lead  to  some  useful,  and^  to  some  extent,  at 
least,  efficacious  remedy,  for  this  enormous 
eviL    One  remedy  was  in  the  hands  of  all, 
a  remedy  in  which,   without  legislation, 
every  man  might  bear  his  share.     Bribery 
was  much  too  lightly  talked  of,  and  too 
Hghtly  thought  of.  The  old  practice  of  pay- 
mg  so  much  a-head,  not  being  considered 
a  bribe,  led  to  that  which  was  actual  bribery, 
to  the  givine  of  money  for  electioneering 
purposes,  and  eventually  to  a  corrupt  state 
of  things,  which  no  man  could  defend,  but 
of  which  most  men  spoke  far  too  lightly. 
It  was  not  merely  the  purchase  of  a  vote, 
it  was  not  the  giving  of  money  to  a  man  cor- 
ruptly to  influence  him  in  discharging  an 
important  public  trust,  it  was  not  merely 
that  that  turned  elections  into  a  perfect 
mockery,  but  it  was  the  perjury  which  was 
thereby  encoura^d,  by  which  corruption 
was  flown,  as    it    were    broadcast,    over 
the   face  of  the  electoral    body  in    this 
country,  which  it  behoved  them  to  notice. 
There  was  not  a  man  who  received  a  bribe 
for  the  purpose  of  influencing  his  vote,  who 
did  not  run  the  hazard  of  perjurv ;  there 
was  not  one  man  in  a  hundred  of  those  wil- 
ling to  take  a  bribe,  who  did  not  take  it, 
and  go  to  the  poll  prepared  to  take  the 
bribery  oath,  and  therefore  perjure  himself. 
He  was  certain,  that  if  all  those  who  were 
engaged  in  elections  would  take  this  view 
of  the  matter,  a  very  different  course  would 
be  pursued,  and  stronger  reprobations  ex* 
pressed  than  those  hitherto  known.     The 
result  of  the  division  to  which  they  were 
about]  to  come  would,  of  course,  create  a 
change  in  the  Government  of  the  country. 
He  could  only  say,  that  he  did  not  join  in 
the  taunts  which  had  been  indulged  in  by 
some  of  his  noble  Friends  near  him,  re- 
specting the  probable  course  of  their  suc- 
cessors.    He  hoped  they  would  come  over 
to  Us  noble  Friends.     If   they  did,  he 
should  be  the  first  to  hail  their  arrival 
amonnit  them.     He  agreed  with  his  noble 
Friend,  the  President  of  the  Council,  that 
ao  far  from  feeling  the  least  disinclination 
to  their  adoption  of  the  measures  of  the 
present  Government,  he  would  gratefully 
receive  from  them  the  smallest  contribu- 
tion>  and  instead  of  deeming  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  triumph  over  them  and  say,  "  You 
are  doing  precisely  the  same  thing  which 
you  turned  us  out  for  attempting  to  do." 
He  would  say  to  them,  "  Do  so  and  wel-  I 


come,  and  you  shall  have  my  best  support." 
A  noble  Lord  had  blamed  the  conduct  of 
his  noble  Friend,  the  noble  Viscount  at  the 
head  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  with  re- 
ference to  the  appropriation  clause ;  and  the 
noble  Viscount  had  defended  himself  by 
referring  to  that  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  in 
respect  of  the  tax  upon  excisable  com- 
modities. Notwithstanding  the  remarks 
of  his  noble  Friend,  he  thought  that  that 
noble  Lord  had  a  perfect  right  to  state  as 
he  had  stated — but  he  had  stated  it  far  too 
strongly  when  he  said  that  the  noble  Vis- 
count had  in  that  instance  exhibited  a  total 
want  of  political  integrity.  He  did  not 
agree  with  him :  he  thought  that  he  had 
only  exhibited  a  great  fulness  of  the  desire 
to  remain  in  office.  The  comparison  he 
thought  inapposite.  The  case  of  Walpole 
would  have  been  like  that  of  the  noble 
Viscount,  if  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  in  the 
teeth  of  the  Minister  whom  he  afterwards 
supplanted,  had  brought  in  a  resolution,  as 
leader  of  the  Opposition,  that  no  plan  of 
finance  deserved  the  support  of  Parliament 
and  the  country  which  did  not  involve  a 
tax  upon  excisable  commodities,  and  if, 
after  the  lapse  of  a  short  period  obtaining 
a  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  upon 
that  motion,  when  he  turned  out  his  rivals 
and  got  into  their  place,  he  then  brought 
in  a  budget  in  which  a  tax  upon  excisable 
commodities  formed  a  prominent  feature, 
and  finding  that  he  would  be  beaten  upon 
it,  withdrew  it  summarily,  said  nothing  at 
all  about  it,  and  still  retained  office.  Then 
the  case  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  would  have 
borne  some  resemblance  to  that  of  his  noble 
Friend,  and  might  indeed  have  formed 
some  precedent  for  his  conduct.  Apologiz- 
ing again  for  the  length  at  which  he  had 
intruded  himself  upon  their  Lordships'  at- 
tention at  so  late  an  hour,  he  would  con- 
clude by  stating  that  he  would  heartily 
vote  for  the  Address. 

Their  Lordships  divided  on  the  original 
question :  Contents  96 ;  Not-Contents  168 : 
Majority  72. 
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Paired  off. 


CGKTEVTS. 

Earl  Rosebcrry 
Lord  B«lhaveQ 
Lord  DiBorbea 
Lord  Sherborne 
Lord  Hastings. 


MOT«CONT£NTS. 

Lord  Douglas 
Earl  of  EglintOD 
Earl  of  Galloway 
Earl  Manvers 
Viscount  Exmoutb. 


Address  as  amended  agreed  to. 

The  following  Protests  were  entered  against 
the  Amendment  adopted  by  their  Lord« 
ships. 

PROTEST, 

ois8»«tiimt:-- - 

1.  Because  we  are  adrerse  in  principle  to 
all  restraints  upon  commerce.  We  consider 
that  public  prosperity  is  best  promoted  by 
leaTing  the  national  industry  to  flow  in  its  tia« 
tural  free  current ;  and  we  think  that  practical 
measures  should  be  adopted  to  bring  our  com- 
mercial legislation  back  to  a  straight  and  sim- 
ple course  of  wisdom^  instead  of  continuing  a 
system  of  artiBcial  and  injurious  restriction. 

3.  Because  we  think  that  the  great  principle 
of  leaviog  commerce  unfettered^  applies  more 
fieculiarly,  and  on  the  highest  ground  of  jus- 
tice, to  the  trade  in  those  articles  which  con- 
stitute the  sustenance  of  the  people.  The  ex« 
perience  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  proved 
that  the  Corn-laws  passed  subsequently  to  the 
year  1815  have  neither  produced  the  plenty, 
the  cheapness  the  steadiness  of  price,  nor  any 
of  the  other  benefits  anticipatea  by  the  advo. 
cates  of  those  laws ;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
all  the  evil  consequences  predicted  at  the  time 
hy  those  opposed  to  monopoly  have  been  re- 
alised. 

3.  Because  the  practical  effect  of  the  varia- 
ble scale  of  duties  has  been  to  introduce  a  sys- 
tem of  speculatiye  jobbing  and  of  fictitioas 
aalesy  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  averages^ 
in  order  to  enter  com  at  the  mmimiim  du- 
ties. It  is  impossible,  under  this  system,  to 
ascertain  whether  sales  are  real  or  fictitious, 
and  it  is  well  known  that  during  the  last  two 
years  the  averages  have  been  raised  by  bring- 
ing for  sale,  into  the  principal  markets  of  the 
kingdom,  only  the  best  qualities  of  corn,  and 
that  the  inferior  graio  has  been  withheld  from 
those  markets  until  the  high  average  price  re- 
duced the  duties  to  minimum  rales. 

4.  Because  the  inevitable  effect  of  a  system 
which  preTents  a  regular  trade  in  corn  is  to 
derange  the  course  of  commerce,  whenever 
the  accidents  of  the  leasons  occasion  a  defi- 
ciency in  the  harvest*  The  iall  of  the  foreign 
exchamges  and  exports  of  bullion,  consequent 
DO  a  sudden  demand  from  large  quantities  of 
com  from  countries  with  whom  our  restrictive 
laws  preclude  interchange  in  ordinary  years, 
have  already,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
iMovf  ht  the  banking  institutions  of  the  country 
to  the  ^erge  of  bankmptcy^  and  oceasioned 
general  commercial  distress, 

d»  Btcaiue  the  proeperity  of  a  great  maau^ , 


facturing  and  commercial  nation  depends,  in 
a  great  measure,  upon  foreign  trade  and  access 
to  foreign  markets.  The  multitude  of  restric- 
tions and  prohibitions  with  which  our  tariff  is 
encumbered,  throw  great  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
trade,  without  any  corresponding  advantage  to 
the  revenue,  and  the  system  of  excluding  fo- 
reign produce  has  already  had  a  most  pre- 
judicial effect  in  inducing  those  countries  to 
encourage  native  manufactures,  and  to  reta- 
liate by  corresponding  restrictions  upon  British 
merchandise.  In  the  present  state  of  our  re- 
lations with  other  powers,  it  appears  iropos-i 
sible  to  persist  longer  in  this  restrictive  system, 
without  imminent  danger  of  losing  some  of  our 
best  markets. 

Lastly,  Because  we  think  it  one  of  the  first 
duties  oiF  a  government  to  impose  no  unneces- 
sary burdens  upon  the  industrious  classes.  A 
«ystera  which  excludes,  or  imposes  high  duties 
on  foreign  produce,  for  the  sake  of  protecting 
particular  interests,  violates  this  obligation  on 
the  one  hand,  by  impeding  the  free  course  of 
industry,  and,  on  the  other,  by  enhancing  arti- 
ficially the  cost  of  subsistence. 

Under  present,  ditnmstances,  the  mainte- 
nance of  this  system  involves,  in  addition  to 
those  indirect  burdens,  the  necessity  of  impos- 
ing a  large  amount  of  direct  taxes  to  make 
good  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  which  would 
not  exist,  if  all  articles  of  consumption  and 
merchandise  were  admitted  into  our  ports  at 
moderate  duties. 

(Signed)      Augustx7s  Frederick, 

Scarborough, 

Zetland, 

Charlehont, 

Dr  Mauley, 

montfort, 

Clements, 

Foley, and 

Radnor, 

Hatherton,  and 
For  the  first,  second,  third,  and  last  reasong, 

GOSFORD, 

PROTEST. 

Dissentient  : 

1.  Because  the  Address  adopted  by  the 
House,  in  failing  to  respond  to  the  recommen- 
dations contained  in  ner  Majesty's  gracious 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  is  to  be  regarded  as 
a  deliberate  condemnation  of  the  policy  of 
her  Majesty's  Ministers,  and,  as  such,  most 
tend  to  their  speedy  retirement  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  State,  and  to  the  substitution  of 
others  as  advisers  of  the  Crown,  whose  known 
maxims  of  Government  afford  no  ground  of 
hope  that  any  me&ure  emanating  from  their 
councils  can  ade(]^uately  meet  the  difficulties 
of  the  present  crisis  of  public  affairs. 

2.  Because  that  part  of  the  policy  of  those 
Ministers  to  which  such  condemnation  most 
pointedly  applies  has  been  merely  an  endea- 
vour upon  their  parts  practically  to  enforce 
the  enlightened  and  intelligible  principle,  that 
it  in  more  just  aod  wise,  with  a  view  to  the 
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provision  of  a  sufficient  public  revenue,  to  re- 
move restrictions  upon  commerce,  and  thus 
extend  its  operation,  than  to  perpetuate  mono- 
polies and  increase  taxation. 

3.  Because  the  political  party  from  which 
successors  to  those  Ministers  must  probably 
be  chosen,  has  uniformly  proved  itself,  whe- 
ther in  or  out  of  power,  to  beliostile  to  the  re- 
form of  abusesi  to  the  rights  of  conscience, 
and  to  the  freedom  of  the  subject,  and,  conse- 
quently, must  fail,  as  advisers  of  the  Crown, 
to  command  that  respect,  without  which  the 
affairs  of  a  great  empire  cannot  be  success- 
fully administered. 

4.  Because  the  uniform  practice  of  that 
party,  when  in  power,  has  been  to  foster  social 
differences  and  religious  animosities  among 
the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  a  system  of  mis- 
government  as  injurious  in  its  ultimate  results 
to  those  whom  it  professed  to  favour  as  to  the 
large  number  it  directly  oppressed,  inasmuch 
as  its  baneful  effect  has  been  to  divert  the  at- 
tention of  the  country  from  important  national 
objects,  and  to  prevent  that  cordial  union  of 
its  intellect  and  strength  which  would  render 
a  continuance  of  bad  Government  impossible. 

Most  especially  Dissentient: 

5.  Because  that  political  party  has,  either 
by  the  actual  enforcement,  or  the  constant  at- 
tempt to  enforce,  its  own  vicious  principles  of 
government,  made  itself  justly  odious  to  the 
large  majority  of  the  Irish  people.  Whatever 
may  be  the  temporary  professions  of  an  Ad- 
ministration composed  of  members  of  that 
party,  by  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland  it 
can  only  be  regarded  as  a  government  of  their 
inveterate  enemies,  who,  to  the  very  last,  ap- 
proved and  defended  the  iniquities  of  the 
penal  code,  and  who,  since  its  extorted  repeal, 
have  been  foremost  in  every  attempt  to  curtail 
their  civil  and  political  privileges.  The  Catho- 
lics must  feel,  if  for  no  other  reason,  that  the 
party  which  insulted  when  it  could  not  injure, 
will  be  sure  to  injure  whenever  it  can.  Be- 
tween an  Administration  so  constituted  and 
subjects  thus  justifiably  distrustful,  but  con- 
scious, at  the  same  time,  that  they  are  now  too 
numerous  and  strong  to  be  outraged  with  im- 
punity, there  is  little  hope  that  the  primary 
object  of  all  good  government  can  be  certain- 
ly attained,  viz.,  a  prompt  and  cheerful  obe- 
dience  to  the  laws,  founaed  upon  the  convic- 
tion that  the  laws  are  just  and  justly  adminis- 
tered—on the  contrary,  in  looking  to  the  pro- 
bable course  of  events  in  Ireland,  there  is  too 
much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  restoration 
to  power  of  a  party  notoriously  inimical  to  so 
many  millions  of  her  Majesty's  subjects,  must 
produce  in  the  minds  of  the  latter  such  a  ge- 
neral and  deep  discontent,  as  in  its  conse- 
quence must  speedily  endanger  the  public 
peace,  and  ultimately  impair  the  strength  of 

he  British  Empire. 

(Signed)  Cloncubrt. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  August  24, 1841. 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech.] 
The  Speaker  having  reported  the  Lords 
Commissioners*  Speech,  and  read  it  to  the 
House, 

Mr.  Mark  Philips  rose  and  spoke  to  tbe 
following  effect : — I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
proposing  that  this  House  do  present  an 
address  to  her  Majesty  on  her  Majesty's 
gracious  speech  which  we  have  just  heard 
read,  and  which  was  delivered  this  morning 
to  the  newly  assembled  Parliament  by  her 
Majesty's  Commissioners.  I  propose^  that 
in  the  Address  which  we  shall  present  to 
her  Majesty,  we  shall  convey  to  her  our 
humble  thanks  for  her  most  gracious 
Speech ;  and  I  propose  that  we  should  fur- 
ther express  our  satisfaction  that  her 
Majesty  has  availed  herself  of  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  resorting  to  the  advice  and 
assistance  of  both  Houses  after  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  late  parliament.  In  these  pro- 
positions I  hope  the  House  will  concur 
with  me,  and  after  the  sudden  determi- 
nation of  the  late  Parliament,  and  the 
important  topics  which  occupied  its  atten- 
tion it  can  only  be  expected  that  we  should, 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  those  matters  which  are  of 
so  much  importance  in  the  present  crisis, 
and  which  present  themselves  so  strongly 
to  our  notice,  in  reference  to  the  revenues 
of  this  country.  I  propose  that  we  should 
assure  her  Majesty  that  we  are  much  re- 
joiced to  learn  that  her  Majesty  continues 
to  receive  from  Foreign  Powers  the  grati- 
fying assurances  of  their  desire  to  maintain 
with  her  Majesty  the  most  friendly  rela- 
tions, and  that  we  learn  with  much  content 
that  the  objects  for  which  the  treaty  of  the 
15  th  July,  1840,  was  concluded  between 
her  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the 
King  of  Prussia,  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
and  the  Sultan,  have  been  fully  accom- 
plished; and  that  we  share  in  the  gratifi- 
cation which  her  Majesty  derives  from  the 
fact  that  the  temporary  separation  which 
the  measures  taken  in  the  execution  of  that 
treaty  created  between  the  tontractin^ 
powers  and  France  has  now  ceased.  I 
propose  also,  that  we  should  add  that  we 
trust,  with  her  Majesty^  that  the  union  of 
the  principal  powers  upon  all  matters  af- 
fecting the  great  interests  of  Europe,  will 
afford  a  firm  security  for  the  maintenance 
of  peace.  If  I  may  be  permitted  to  exjpress 
my  own  opinion  upon  that  portion  of  her 
Majesty's  Speech  which  has  reference  to 
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her  Majesty  continuing  to  receive  from 
Forei^  Powers  the  gratifying  assurances 
of  their  desire  to  maintain  with  this  coun- 
tiy  the  most  friendly  relations,  I  can  only 
say,  that  holding  the  poution  which  I  do 
as  one  of  the  representatives  of  a  large 
manufacturing  community  in  this  country, 
1  am  one  of  those  who  value  peace  more  if 
possible — than  most  other  hon.  Members 
of  this  House ;  for  the  least  interruption 
of  the  general  peace  of  the  world  must 
produce  to  that  class  which  I  represent  some 
of  the  greatest  evils  possible  to  be  imagined. 
I,  look  on  it  therefore,  not  only  as  a  ^rist- 
ian  duty  on  the  part  of  a  christian  country 
to  preserve  universal  amity,  but^  consider- 
ing the  evils  likely  to  result  in  the  ef- 
fects which  I  have  pointed  out,  1  un- 
hesitatingly declare,  that  we  cannot  over- 
rate too  much  the  blessing  to  be  de- 
rived from  its  continuance,  and  that  we 
should^  on  that  account,  view  with  great 
satisfaction  that  which  we  have  heani  in 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  viz.,  that 
the  temporary  separation  caused  l^  the 
treaty  of  July,  1840,  between  this  coun- 
try and  some  of  the  other  powers  of 
Europe  and  France,  has  most  happily  ter- 
minated. I  have  always  looked  upon 
France  as  the  natural  ally  of  this  country, 
and  I  have  watched  with  the  most  anxbus 
jealousy  anything  which  might  tend  to  cre- 
ate a  want  of  grod  feeling  between  u&  I 
have  always  considered,  that  as  two  of  the 
great  leading  countries  of  the  world,  they 
would  be  looked  upon  as  the  bulwarks  of 
dvil  liberty— and  that  if  anything  tending 
to  produce  a  result  the  contrary  of  that  to 
which  I  have  alluded  were  to  arise,  it  would 
be  matter  which  would  be  most  sincerely  to 
be  regretted.  I  trust,  that  with  reference  to 
tiie  ^neral  peace  of  Europe,  and  the  rela- 
tion between  this  country  and  all  other 
nations,  nothing  will  occur  to  alter  the 
amity  which  at  present  exists.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  question  of  peace  generally,  I 
repeat  that  its  advantages  cannot  be  over- 
rated in  a  great  commercial  country  lUce 
this  ;  and  it  would  always  be  matter  of  great 
catidlaction  to  me,  as  a  commercial  man^  to 
find  her  Majesty,  in  her  Speech  from  the 
Throtie,  congratulating  the  country,  in- 
stead of  upon  any^  succ^sful  termination  of 
inere  matters  of  diplomacy,  or  the  great  suc- 
cess ofthe  British  arms,  that  some  new  liberal 
oommerdal  treaty  with  some  commercial 
nation  had  been  entered  into,  for  it  is  to 
BQch  means  that  we  must  look  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  greatness  of  this  country, 
Te&et  than  to  the  prowess  of  our  flee^  or 


the  deeds  of  arms  of  our  gallant  soldiers. 
I  would  propose  further,  tl^t  we  should,  in 
our  address  to  her  Majesty,  state  our  par. 
ticipation  in  the  joy  which  her  Majesty 
has  expressed,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
evacuation  of  Ghorian,  by  the  Persian 
troops,  her  Majesty  has  ordered  her  Minis- 
ter at  the  Court  of  Persia  to  return  to 
Teheran.  I  am  sure  that  I  shall  have  the 
feeling  of  the  House  with  me,  in  congratu- 
lating her  Majesty  upon  this  renewal  of 
our  good  relations  widi  Persia*  which  have 
been  for  a  time  disturbed.  I  would  pro- 
pose further,  that  we  should  express  our 
regret  that  the  negotiations  between  our 
Plenipotentiaries  in  China  and  the  Chinese 
government  have  not  yet  been  brought  to 
a  satisfactory  conclusion,  and  that  it  has 
been  necessary  to  call  into  action  the  forces 
which  her  Majesty  has  sent  to  the  China 
seas ;  but  that,  with  her  Majesty,  we  trust 
that  the  Emperor  of  China  will  see  the 
justice  of  the  demands  which  her  Ma- 
jesty^s  Plenipotentiaries  have  been  in- 
structed to  make.  With  reference  to 
China  the  House  will  perhaps  permit  me  to 
offer  a  few  observations  wmch  suggest 
themselves  to  my  mind.  I  cannot  but  re- 
gret and  deplore  most  deeply,  on  account  of 
our  British  commerce,  that  the  difficulties 
which  have  existed  in  our  relations  with 
China  have  not  been  already  brought  to  a 
successful  termination ;  but  it  is  matter  of 
congratulation  to  this  country,  that  in  at- 
tempting to  vindicate  our  honour  we 
have  not  been  driven  into  any  act  of  vio- 
lence or  bloody  hostility  against  a  nation 
who  have  been  distinguished  for  want  of 
good  faith  in  their  relations  with  this 
country,  and  that  in  the  attack  which 
has  been  made  on  the  Chinese  forts  by 
a  British  force,  the  loss  of  British  life 
has  been  incalculably  small.  I  trust,  that 
by  the  mode  in  which  that  attack  was 
conducted,  we  shall  have  gained  honour 
in  the  eyes  of  the  civilised  world ;  for  in- 
stead of  attempting  to  destroy  a  city  which 
was  placed  in  our  power,  we  did  not  re- 
taliate for  the  injuries  which  we  had  re« 
ceived,  but»  by  our  conduct,  we  showed, 
that  we  came  to  demand  justice,  and  not 
to  exercise  revenge.  In  this  respect,  it 
appears  to  me,  that  England^  wiU  take  a 
proud  station  in  connection  with  this  un<* 
fortunate  affidr;  and  I  trust,  that  although 
the  Chinese  nation,  in  all  its  dealings  with 
our  plenipotentiaries,  has  shown  a  great 
want  of  honour-^that  it  has  been  so  unci<* 
^ized  as  to  pay  no  regard  to  the  import* 
ance  rf  truth  in  the  interchange  of  com« 
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municatioDS  between  her  authorhies,  and 
the  representatiyes  of  her  M^jesty^  yet  that 
the  fbrbearanoe  of  those  repiefientatives,  and 
the  magnanimity  of  their  conduct,  will  not 
fail  to  produce  a  good  effect ;  and  lam  not 
without  hopes,  tluit  althou^  the  tnuie  of 
this  country  is  suspended*  so  far  as  any 
present  beneficial  results  are  concerned^ 
the  consequence  will  be  the  ultimate 
establishment  of  our  relations  upon  a 
much  better  basis  than  that  on  which 
they  have  heretofore  stood,  and  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  introduce  into  the  practices 
of  the  Chinese  somewhat  of  the  system  of 
commercial  business,  which  civiliaed  nations 
carry  on  one  with  the  other.  We  should 
recollect,  that  we  are  not  the  only  nation 
carrying  on  trade  with  China,  but  a  large 
portion  of  the  trade  of  that  nation,  is  shared 
by  the  United  States,  and  I  have  no  doubt, 
that  we  shall  have  the  oo-operation  of  the 
United  States  to  place  that  trade  upon  a 
better  footing ;  for  they  must  be  as  anxious 
as  ourselves  to  place  our  relations  with 
China  upon  a  firmer  footing.  I  trust,  that 
this  may  be  the  ultimate  result  of  the  pre- 
sent proceeding,  and  it  will  be  most 
satis&ctory  to  me,  who  do  not  stand  up 
here  to  justify  the  trade  in  opium,  and  who 
never  vindicated  the  violation  of  the  laws 
of  China,  which  are  opposed  to  the  intro- 
duction of  this  noxious  article,  that  we 
should  see  the  money  expended  upon  this 
pernicioua  drug  coming  to  the  diores  of 
this  country  to  be  expended  in  our  manu- 
fiictures,  and  thus  tending  to  improve  the 
position  of  the  Chinese  nation  in  the  civi- 
lised world,  whilst,  at  the  same  time, 
the  increased  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  our  own  manufacturing  dasses  would 
be  thereby  greatly  promoted.  I  pro- 
pose further,  that  this  House  should  ex- 
press to  her  Majesty,  that  we  rejoice  to 
leam,  that  the  differences  which  had  arisen 
between  Spain  and  Portugal,  respecting 
the  execution  of  a  treaty  concluded  by 
those  powers  in  1830,  for  regulating  the 
navigation  of  the  Douro,  have  been  ad^ 
justed  amicably,  and  with  honour  to  boUi 
putiei^  by  the  aid  of  her  Miyesty's  medi- 
ation. It  will  always,  of  course,  be  ob- 
served, that  the  sense  of  justice  and  impar* 
tiality  which  guides  the  decisions  of  this 
country  with  raerence  to  the  ditnutes  of 
foreign  nations,  tends  to  place  England 
in  the  hi^est  position  amonff  die  nations 
of  the  world,  and  I  sincere^  trust,  that 
that  will  be  the  result  of  the  course  taken 
by  the  Government  of  this  country  in  this 
matter*     I  propose^   further,    that   this 


House  should  thank  her  Miyesty  for  ac- 
quainting us,  that  the  debt  incurred  by  the 
legislature  of  Upper  Canada,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  public  works,  is  a  serious  obstacle 
to  further  improvements,  which  are  es- 
sential to  the  prosperity  of  the  United  pro- 
vioee ;  and  that  her  Miyesty  has  autbmr- 
ised  the  Governor-general  to  make  a 
communicatbn  on  the  subject  to  the  Coun- 
cil and  Assembly  of  Canada ;  and  also  that 
her  Mfyesty  will  direct  the  papers  to  be 
laid  betore  us,  and  express  our  determina- 
tion, that  our  earnest  attention  will  be 
directed  to  matters  so  materially  aflfecting 
the  welfare  of  Canada,  and  the  strength  of 
the  empire.  With  reference  to  tius  por* 
tion  of  the  Address,  I  may  perhaps  be 
permitted  simply  to  say,  that  I  am  sure, 
there  will  be  only  one  feeling  in  this 
House,  and  that  all  will  be  sincerdy  desir- 
ous to  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
carry  on  the  dealings  between  this  coun- 
try and  so  important  a  colony  as  Canada. 
Further,  I  prcpose,  that  the  House  should 
assure  her  Majesty,  that  her  Majesty  may 
rely  with  entire  confidence  on  our  loyalty 
and  aeal  to  make  adequate  provision  for 
the  public  service,  as  well  as  for  the  fur- 
ther application  of  sums  granted  by  the 
last  Parliament.  I  cannot  for  one  mo- 
ment doubt,  that  her  Majesty's  confidenoe 
in  Parliament  will  be  fairly  carried  out. 
The  public  credit  has  been  always  held 
sacred  in  this  House,  and  it  will,  doubtless, 
in  this  instance,  be  the  object  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  make  the  necessary  provision  to 
meet  the  public  expenditure,  in  such  a 
manner  as  shall  be  as  little  burdensome  to 
the  people  as  possible.  I  propose,  in  the 
next  place,  that  we  shall  express  our  entire 
agreement  in  the  necessity  of  the  extraocw 
dmary  expenses  which  the  events  in  Ca- 
nada, China,  and  the  Mediterranean,  and 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  force  ade- 
quate to  the  nrotection  of  our  extensive 
possessions,  and  that  this  House  #ill  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  the  consideration  of  the 
means  of  increasing  the  public  revenuei^ 
and  to  assure  her  Majesty,  that  we  parti- 
cipate in  her  anxiety  that  this  ol^ect  should 
be  effected  in  the  manner  least  burdensome 
to  the  people.  In  proposing^  that  thb 
should  form  a  part  of  the  Address  to  her 
Majesty,  I  am  very  well  aware,  that  theire 
may  be  in  this  House  some  difference  of 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  re- 
lieving the  people  to  the  utmost  extent, 
but  as  we  are  called  on  hf  her  Mi^jesty  to 
give  our  earnest  cmiaideratioo  to  the  sub* 
ject,  I  ftelj  that  the  House  will  not  xefuae 
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to  giva  their  attention  to  tho  matter, 
whatever  may  be  the  result  at  which 
we  may  finally  arrive.  Wiih  referenoe  to 
the  Import  duties  permit  me  to  layi 
that  I  have  found  the  gentlemen  through- 
out the  mercantile  world,  unanimously 
in  favour  of  such  a  change  as  was  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  which  sat  upon 
the  subject  in  1840.  I  am  aware  that  in  the 
last  Seasion  of  Parliament  many  objections 
were  raised  against  the  report,  and  aome 
cavili  were  raited  at  the  description  of  evi- 
dence tendered  on  the  questions  on  which 
the  oommittee  was  called  upon  to  delibe- 
vate.  But  it  always  appeared  to  me  singu- 
lar that  an  objection  should  be  raised 
against  the  evidence,  and  yet  that  those 
who  raised  that  objection  should  never 
have  asked  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
eommtttee  or  for  an  inquuj  into  their  alle- 
gatiottfl»  or  whether  or  not  the  matters  of 
net  were  as  they  were  representedt  or 
Vfhether  there  were  other  matters  whidi 
abould  have  been  investigated.  I  can  only 
say  that  the  report  of  the  committee  has 
engrossed  a  very  great  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic attention,  and  that  the  more  it  has  been 
ivad  amongst  the  manufacturers  the  more 
bas  that  community  expressed  to  me  their 
deep  sense  of  the  necesuty  of  some  such 
chimge  in  die  means  to  be  adopted  of  raising 
the  publie  revenue  as  that  which  is  sug- 
gested* If  I  were  to  enter  at  large  upon 
all  the  suljects  involved  in  this  question,  I 
should  tresoass  at  greater  length  u|)on  the 
attention  of  the  House  than  they  might  be 
di^KMed  to  hear  me  5  but,  I  must  say,  that 
it  mears  to  me  that  on  reference  to  many 
articles  of  import,  I  believe  her  Majesty 
has  tightly  ^pressed  herself  in  her  speeoi 
when  she  thus  addresses  us :«« 

^It  has  appeared  to  her  Majesty,  after  full 
delibcEatioD,  that  you  may,  at  this  juncture, 
properly  direct  your  attention  to  the  revision 
of  duties  affecting  the  production  of  foreign 
countries.  It  Will  be  tor  you  to  consider 
whether  some  of  these  duties  are  not  so  trtfliog 
in  amoaotas  tobe  nnproduciive  to  the  revenue, 
white  they  are  vexatious  to  commerce.  You 
asay  further  examine  whether  the  principle  of 
protection,  noon  which  others  of  these  duties 
are  foundedf  oe  not  carried  to  an  extent  inju- 
rious alike  to  the  income  of  the  state  and  the 
interests  of  the  people.^ 

I,  look  Aeraforet,  with  great  confidence 
ftr  some  alteratlm  in  the  present  system. 
What  this  eoontry  wants,  I  conceive^  is  an 
extendoo  ct  its  markets,  to  relieve  those 
dtstrBssea^which  now  exist,  and  which  I  do 
not  look  upon  as  mere  matter  of  aoddeat# 
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or  as  a  pasabg  event,  but  which,  it  appears 
to  me,  is  the  result  of  something  in  our 
fiscal  system  which  is  at  variance  with  the 
prosperity  and  the  happiness  of  the  people. 
I  hope  that  on  this  subject  I  entertain  no 
party  views,  for  I  cannot  think  that  the 
distresses  of  the  people  of  this  counuy 
ought  tobe  made  the  subject  of  party  feel- 
ings. I  hope  that  the  House  will  in  the 
best  and  fairest  spirit  of  inquiry  proceed  to 
investigate  the  present  position  of  the  Im- 
port duties  of  this  country,  and  that  the 
more  they  inquire  into  tiiis  matter,  the 
stronger  conviction  will  be  impressed  upon 
their  minds  that  that  which  is  said  is  only 
just  and  reasonable  towards  the  people  who 
consume,  and  to  those  also  who  produce  the 
various  commodities  referred  to  in  the  re- 
port. I  will  not  detain  the  House  by  goi^g 
into  any  details,  but  I  cannot  allow  this  op- 
portunity to  pass  by  without  again  reoording 
my  opinion  in  favour  of  the  alteration  of 
the  duties  upon  the  colonial  articles  impor- 
ted into  this  country.  With  reference  to 
the  subject  of  sugar,  I  must  say,  that  from 
inquiries  which  ihave  made,  I  have  found 
that  the  quantity  of  su^  imported  into 
Liverpool,  and  upon  which  duty  has  been 
paid  for  home  consumption  since  the  dis- 
cussion of  last  Session,  has  shown  a  mate- 
rial falling  oSttom  the  quantity  for  the  cor- 
responding period  for  the  antecedent  year 
(although  that  quantity  of  the  antecedent 
year  was  decidedly  kss  than  the  average), 
notwithstanding  the  price  had  been  reduced. 
This  appears  to  me  to  indicate  most  dis- 
tinctly, that  the  power  of  the  people  to  con- 
sume this  commodity  has  decreased  from  year 
to  year,  instead  of  its  increasing  with  Uie 
population  of  the  country.  With  reference 
to  those  fears  and  apprehensions  which 
were  expressed  in  reference  to  the  sugar 
duties,  having  expressed  my  opinion  in  the 
course  of  the  discussionB  which  have  already 
taken  place  upon  that  sul^t,  I  have  only 
to  say,  that  af);er  a  most  anxious  invest!^ 
tion»  I  have  come  again  to  the  conclusion 
at  which  I  arrived  at  the  early  part  of  last 
Session,  that  unless  we  proceed  to  make 
some  alteration  in  reference  to  those  duties, 
we  shall  paralyse  some  of  the  most  impor- 
tant branches  of  the  trade  of  this  country ; 
and  which,  if  once  we  lose  them,  we  shall 
never  be  able  to  re-establish.  I  will  only 
munt  ont  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  the 
Brasils.  In  two  years  that  treaty  will  ex- 
pire, and  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  the  greatest  certainty  that  we  shall 
not  then  be  able  to  renew  it  on  the  same 
favouraUe  terms  on  which  it  now  slnnda* 
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It  appears  to  me  that  we  run  the  risk  of 
losing  the  Bnudls,  whose  trade  forms  a 
most  important  hranch  of  the  commerce  of 
this  country — more  especially  that  portion 
of  it  connected  with  our  cotton  exports,  for 
it  must  he  concluded  that  they  will  he  dis- 
posed to  favour  the  manufactures  of  our 
continental  rivals,  unless  we  meet  them  by 
accepting  a  due  interchange  of  their  pro- 
ductions for  our  own.  But  I  will  not  oc- 
cupy the  time  of  the  House  on  this  point. 
I  merely  point  out  the  grounds  on  which  I 
feel  that  this  subject  should  be  placed,  and 
I  cannot  attach  too  much  importance  to  the 
great  results  which  will  hang  upon  the  de- 
cision ultimately  to  be  arrived  at.  I  would 
propose  next  that  the  House  should  humbly 
state  to  her  Majesty  that,  in  obedience  to 
her  express  desire,  we  shall  proceed  im- 
mediately to  consider  the  laws  which  re- 
ffulate  the  trade  in  com,  and  endeavour  to 
determine  whether  these  laws  do  not  aggra- 
vate the  natural  fluctuations  of  supply, 
whether  they  do  not  embarrass  trade,  de- 
ranse  the  currency,  and  by  their  operation 
diminish  the  comfort  and  increase  the  pri- 
vations of  the  great  body  of  the  community. 
Since  the  last  Session  of  Parliament  the 
importance  of  the  consideration  of  the 
Corn-laws  has  come  home  immediately  to 
almost  every  honourable  Member  whom  I 
now  see  sitting  within  the  walls  of  this 
House.  It  is  a  question  which  was  dis. 
cuss^  at  the  late  general  election.  It 
has  been  the  stibject  of  discussion  by  par- 
ties on  both  sides  of  this  House,  and  I  know 
of  no  election  where  it  has  not  en- 
grossed a  large  portion  of  public  attention. 
Since  the  question  was  last  debated,  I  re- 
gret to  say,  that  the  privations  of  the  people 
have  iocreased,  and  their  condition  has  be- 
come materially  worse.  I  will  not  go  into 
particular  instances,  but  I  have  in  my  pos- 
session a  sufficient  number  of  communica* 
tions,  made  to  me  by  clergymen  and  others, 
which  convince  me  that  a  very  extraordinary 
depression  is  hanging  over  the  heads  of  the 
people  of  this  country*  By  all  the  letters 
which  I  have  received,  and  all  the  investi- 

Sations  which  I  have  been  able  to  make 
uring  the  time  which  I  spent  in  the  ma- 
nufacturing districts,  without  any  wish  to 
exagserate  what  I  heard  and  saw— for 
Grodknows  there  is  no  necessity  for  that — 
I  must  say,  that,  I  believe  that  never^  on 
any  previous  occasion,  has  there  existed 
such  oppression  and  misery  as  now  prevail 
within  those  branches  of  trade  with  which 
I  am  conversant.  If  I  had  had  leisure,  and 
bad  been  awaie  that  I  should  have  been 


called  upon  on  this  occasion  to  address  the 
House  in  the  position  which  I  now  occupy, 
I  should  have  made  a  tour  of  the  manufac- 
turing districts  to  investigate  the  condition  of 
the  manufacturing  classes  with  my  own  eyes, 
I  would  have  sought  the  assistance  of  some 
hon.  Members  of  this  House,  if  they  would 
have  accompanied  me»  in  order  that  we 
might  have  come  to  some  conclusion  in  re. 
ference  to  the  exact  position  of  the  people, 
and  the  nature  of  the  remedies  proper  to  be 
proposed  for  the  existing  evils.  But  I  had 
no  time  for  this;  and  I  can  only  state 
what  I  know  of  my  own  knowledge  with 
regard  to  what  I  have  seen,  and  ^H  upon 
other  hon.  Members  to  state  that  which  I 
myself  may  be  unable  to  state,  for  want  of 
that  local  knowledge  which  they  doubtless 
possess.  But  if  the  House  will  permit  me,  I 
will  state  what  I  know  tobe  the  condition  of  a 
large  body  of  the  manufacturing  population 
of  this  country.  I  am  told  that  in  many 
towns,  individuals  are  existing,  for  it  can- 
not be  called  living,  upon  the  most  misera- 
ble pittance.  I  will  select  the  case  of  102 
individuals  in  Manchester  in  May  last, 
living — or,  as  as  it  has  been  properly 
described,  starving — upon  8jd  each  per 
week,  or  Hd*  per  day.  Some  of  these  paid 
1^.  each  per  week  for  rent,  so  that  they 
had  left  only  7d.  per  week,  or  Id.  per  dav. 
This  is  a  state  of  things  most  melancholy 
to  witness,  but  it  is  only  one  instance  of 
the  dreadful  facts  described  to  me  as  exut- 
ing  in  Manchester,  Salford,  and  other 
places  in  that  neighbourhood.  The  clergy 
complain  that  they  cannot  execute  the  du- 
ties which  are  imposed  on  them,  because 
they  have  not  the  means  to  satisfy  the  phy- 
sicid  wants  of  those  to  whose  spiritual  affairs 
it  is  their  duty  to  attend.  It  is  stated 
to  me  that  parties  are  in  such  extreme  dis- 
tress that  they  are  driven  to  subsist  on  the 
very  smallestquantity  of  food — so  little,  that 
I  will  venture  to  say  it  is  far  less  than  was 
ever  given  in  any  gaol  or  union  workhouse 
whatever  in  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  I  have 
heard  of  many  cases  where  whole  familiesare 
compelled  to  pawn  the  dothes  which  they 
wear,  during  the  ni^ht,  for  the  purpose  at 
redeeminff  the  bed£ng  on  which  they  are 
to  take  their  nightly  repose,  and  who  are 
able  to  redeem  their  clothes  in  the  morning 
only  by  replacing  their  bedding  in  the  hands 
of  the  pawnbroker.  Many  families  are 
compelled,  also,  to  deal  with  the  small  shop« 
keepers  for  the  smallest  quantities  which 
can  be  purchased;  and  instead  of  their 
transactions  being  carried  on  by  pounds, 
they  are  conduc£4,yVy^^ojfn5e«_^^iial& 
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ounces— a  cystem^ofcoune^highljinjurious 
to  tHe  purchasers  in  the  loss  attending  the 
mere  turn  of  the  scales.  I  understand  that 
many  of  these  persons  have  had  their  cases 
personally  in  vestigatedj  and  I  would  mention 
the  names  of  individuals,  hut  I  do  not  know 
that  my  doing  so  would  advance  the  argu- 
ment which  I  have  brought  forward.  The 
number  of  tailors  now  employed  in  Bolton, 
is  considerably  less  than  one-half  what  it 
was  a  few  years  ago,  showing  the  distress 
ai  the  inhabitants,  and  the  want  of  labour 
among  all  classes.  The  wants  of  the  shoe- 
makers, I  hear,  are  the  same,  and  the  asso- 
ciated carpenters  are  so  poor,  that  where 
formerly  they  were  in  the  habit  of  giving 
two  m^s  and  a  night*B  lodging  to  any  of 
^eir  trade  travelling  in  search  of  work,  I 
IcBxn  that  they  are  now  compelled  to  re« 
strict  their  charity  to  the  lodging  only. 
With  reference  to  the  operation  of  the 
C!om-laws  upon  these  people,  it  does  appear 
to  me  that,  so  long  as  they  are  prevented 
by  any  laws  from  finding  full  scope  for 
their  industry— -so  long  as  they  are  pressed 
on  in  the  manner  in  which  I  have  found 
them  to  be— there  can  be  no  change  in 
their  condition,  and  we  t^hall  continue  to  see 
as  much  misery  as  now  exists—founded  too« 
u^n  a  fediog  that  they  are  unfairly  dealt 
with,  in  consequence  of  the  system  of  mo- 
nopoly bebg  carried  so  far  as  it  is.  It  was 
with  extreme  disgust  that  the  people  of  the 
manu&cturing  districts  saw  it  stated,  just 
before  the  late  dissolution  of  Parliament*  in 
some  of  the  journals  of  the  opposition 
party,  that  if  the  pbughshaxe  uiould  be 
turned  through  Manchester  and  other  ma- 
nufacturing towns,  this  country  would  not 
suffer  from  the  change  which  would  result. 
I  ask,  wHl  hon.  GenUemen  here  adopt  such 
an  expression  of  opinion  ?  I  would  ask, 
supposing  such  a  thmg  to  be  possible  to  be 
efitected,  what  would  be  the  state  of  thbgs 
with  one  of  the  landed  interest  on  the  next 
morning  i  How  could  he  obtain  the  com- 
mon materials  used  at  his  breakfast  table  ? 
Whence  would  he  derive  his  sugar,  his  tea, 
his  cofiee  ?  for  all  those  are  articles  brought 
to  this  country  in  exchange  for  our  manu- 
factures. Supposing  our  manufactures  to 
be  destroyed,  could  we  go  abroad  with  our 
wheat  or  our  com,  and  offer  them  in  ex- 
change for  foreign  goods  at  a  price  far 
greater  than  would  be  theak  value  in 
that  foreign  country.  I  believe,  certainly, 
that  such  could  not  be  the  case,  and  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  importance  of  the  inte- 
rest of  commerce  and  our  manufactures  will 
never  be  treated  lightly  in  this  House,  but 


that  hon.  Members  will  agi:ee  with  me 
that  those  interests  are  so  dovetailed  with 
the  interests  of  agriculture^  that  they  are 
inseparable.  I  have  never  seen  any  advan- 
tages afforded  to  manufactures  by  their  pro- 
tection, and  excuse  me  for  saying  that  all 
we  ask  is  even-handed  justice— -that  we 
wish  fur  no  protection.  I  will  go  back  for 
a  moment  to  the  debates  which  took  place 
upon  the  subject  of  the  ComJaws  when 
they  were  first  introduced  in  the  year  1815, 
and  I  will  venture  to  request  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  most  remarkable  protest 
entered  against  them  by  some  noble  peers 
in  another  place.  That  protest,  it  appears 
to  me,  was  dictated  by  sound  wisdom,  and 
the  House  will  bear  with  me  while  I  read 
a  portion  of  it.  It  was  signed  by  certain 
noblemen  whose  names  wQl;  always  com- 
mand respect,  and  was  in  the  following 
terms:— 

''1.  Because  we  are  adverse  ia  principle  to 
all  new  restraints  on  commerce.  We  think  it 
certain,  that  public  prosperity  is  best  pro- 
moted by  leaving  uncontrolled  the  free  current 
of  national  industry ;  and  we  wish,  rather  by 
well-considered  steps,  to  bring  back  our  com- 
mercial legislation  to  the  straight  and  simple 
line  of  wisdom,  than  to  increase  the  deviation* 
by  subjecting  additional  and  extensive  branches 
oi'  the  public  interest  to  fresh  systems  of  arti- 
ficial and  injurious  restriction. 

*'  2.  Because  we  think,  that  the  great  prac- 
tical rule  of  leaving  all  commerce  unfettered, 
applies  more  pecuhariy  and  on  still  stronger 
grounds  of  justice,  as  well  as  of  policy  to  the 
com  trade,  than  to  any  other.  Irresistible* 
indeed,  must  be  the  necessity  which  could,  in 
our  judgment,  authorise  the  Legislature  to 
tamper  with  the  sustenance  of  the  people,  and 
to  impede  the  free  purchase  and  sale  of  that 
article  on  which  depends  the  existence  of  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  community. 

**3.  Because  we  think,  that  the  expecta- 
tions of  ultimate  benefit  from  this  measure  are 
founded  on  a  delusive  theory.  We  cannot 
persuade  ourselves,  that  this  law  will  ever  con* 
tribute  to  produce  plenty,  cheapness,  or 
steadiness  of  price.  So  long  as  it  operates  at 
all,  its  efiects  must  he  the  opposite  of  these. 
Monopoly  is  the  parent  of  scarcity,  of  dearness, 
and  of  uncertainty.  To  cut  off  any  of  the 
sources  of  supply,  can  only  tend  to  lessen  its 
abundance  — to  close  against  ourselves  the 
cheapest  market  for  any  commodity,  must 
enhance  the  price  at  which  we  purchase  it;  and 
to  confine  the  consumer  of  com  to  the  pro- 
duce of  iiis  own  country,  is  to  refuse  to  our- 
selves the  benefit  of  that  provision  which  Pro- 
vidence itself  has  made,  tor  equalising  to  man 
the  variations  of  season  and  of  climate. 

''Augustus  Frederick  (Duke  of  Sussex), 

William  Frederick  (Duke  of  Gloucester,) 
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If  the  House  willDermit  roe,  I  will  now 
read  a  short  extract  from  a  speech  of  Sir 
Robert  Peel,  the  father  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite,  which  was  delivered  by 
him  upon  the  same  subject,  and  in  the 
same  year  (1815).     He  said  :-— 

**  lie  was  anxious  to  correct  a  mistake  that 
seemed  to  prevail  in  the  House,  that  the  in. 
terests  of  the  landliolder  and  of  the  roauufao- 
turer  were  coDflictiog  and  incompatible.  They 
were,  in  the  view  of  enlightened  policy,  the 
same ;  and  the  success  or  ruin  of  the  one  was, 
the  success  or  ruin  of  the  other;  inasmuch  as 
the  country  generally  had  been  enriched  by 
the  sale  of  our  manuftustures,  the  landholders 
had  received  their  share  of  the  wealth  and  ad- 
vantages.   It  had  been  the  wise  policy  of  for- 
mer  Uoyernroents,  to  keep  the  price  of  the 
chief  article  of  subsistence  as  low  as  possible ; 
upon  thit  principle,  Mr.  Pitt  had  acted  with 
success,  but  the  system  was  now  about  to  be 
changed.    It  was  undoubtedly  true,  that  the 
rent  of  the  land  would  be  diminished  by  the 
unlimited  importation  of  corn ;  but  if  the  reso« 
lutions  upon  the  Table,  passed  in  their  present 
shape,  tM  manufactures  of  the  towns  would  be 
destroyed,  and  the  land  most,  consequently,  be 
depreciated  ;  com  might  be  grown,  but  pan* 
pers  would  be  the  only  customers  for  it.    It 
was,  in  truth,  impossible  to  separate  the  two 
interests.    The  value  of  land  within  memory 
had  increased  in  some  pUees  threefold.    The 
owners  bad  derived  their  benefit  from  the  po- 
litieal  atate  of  things,  and  now  they  must  suffer 
the  depreciation  produced  by  an  alteration  in 
that  political  state.    With  respect  to  our  ma- 
nuteturers,  it  was  allowed,  that  during  the 
wu  our  triumphsnt  situation  on  the  seas  had 
eaabled  us  to  force  a  trade  without  rivals ;  but 
now  we  were  in  open  competition,  it  would 
be  madness  in  us  to  throw  rresh  obstaclea  in 
the  way  of  those  who  had  so  many  to  contend 
against.    In  his  opinion,  it  might  be  fairly  ar- 
gned,  that  the  manoiacturer  had  been  the 

Seat  benefector  of  the  landed  interest.  He 
d  not  say,  that  his  design  was  to  serve  the 
landowner.  That  bad  been  the  effect  of  the 
fkmrishing  state  of  our  manufactures,  and  in 
the  difficulties  now  to  be  encountered,  the 
landowner  ought  to  participate.  By  the  mea- 
sures now  upon  the  Table,  the  wise  system 
pursued  for  years  was  about  to  be  subverted, 
and  tbe  labourers  prevented  from  putting  the 
real  wealth  of  the  country  into  that  market- 
able shape  by  which  this  country  had  hitherto 
been  made  the  envy  of  surrounding  nations." 

Sir,  I  can  only  express  my  deep  regret  that 


the  opinions  to  well  ezprened  in  the  pro- 
test and  in  the  speech  of  Sir  R.  Peel, 
which  I  have  just  read,  should  not  hate 
attracted  more  attention  at  the  time,  when 
they  were  indeed  worthy  of  tbe  most  seri- 
0U8  and  deep  consideration.  Unfortunately, 
we  have  now  really  to  deal  with  the  state 
of  things  which  was  then  only  predieted 
by  those  parties,  and  I  feel  the  most  perfect 
conviction  ihat  our  present  position  is  not 
merely  the  result  of  temporary  and  acci- 
dental circumstances— that  it  is  not  a  mere 
question  of  overtrading,  or  of  the  kas  for 
a  time  of  some  of  the  most  valuable  markets, 
but  that  this  country  has  now  arrived  at  a 
position  of  difficulty  which  it  will  inquire 
all  the  knowledge  and  all  the  attention  of 
Parliament,  and  some  self-denial  also  to 
rescue  it  from.    It  has  been  often  said  that 
the  present  state  of  things  is  to  be  attri- 
buted to  overtrading  on  the  part  of  the  ma- 
nufacturers.    Let  us  examine  that  state- 
ment.    Tliere  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  no 
overtrading  since  ISSe.     It  is  true  that  in 
1834,  in  1835,  and  1836,  eredit  was  given 
to  an  extent,  which  every  one  must  have 
deprecated  who  looked  at  it  at  the  time  as 
I  did,  and  who  was  able  to  take  a  calm 
and  dispanionate  view  of  what  was  then 
being  done.    But,  Sir,  what  was  the  real 
cause  of  that  increase  ?    If  the  manufae- 
tnrers  inoreased   their   manufhctniea  and 
built  new  mills  at  that  time,  was  there  net 
then  a  population  ready  to  be  employed? 
Would  the  manu^turera  have  been  so 
unwise  ae  to  borrow  money  for  ^  purpose 
of  ereeting  more  mills  and  employ  mora 
hands  if  there  had  been  any  doubt  npon 
their  minds  that  there  waa  ample  popula- 
tion to  work  the  machinery  ?    Would  they 
have  attempted  thus,  as  it  were,  to  raise  the 
market  of  hibour  against  themselves  by  such 
an  insane  act  >   I  believe  that  nothing  of  the 
kmd  can  be  imputed  to  them.    Well,  Sir, 
we  have  the  same  aconmnlation  of  popuk- 
tion  as  then,  but  far  less  means  to  employ 
it.     Still  tbe  population  must  be  fed  and 
clothed,  yet  large  masses  are  at  present  in 
the  position  of  being  scarcely  aUe  to  subsist, 
such  18  their  degraded  oonditkm.     It  is, 
therefore,  the  duty  of  this  House  to  ascer- 
tain  by  what  means  we  can  relieve  the  in- 
dustry of  the  eonntiy,  whether  by  the  con- 
tinuanoe  of  those  existing  fiscal  regulations 
to  which  I  lave  already  inferred,   or  by 
tbe  adoption  of  a  sounder  and  more  liberal 
system— wheAer  by  abandoning  monopoly 
we  may  not  find  markets  open  and  people 
ready  to  take  our  produce,  ptovided  we 
wiU  take  Chetr  produce  19  exekmge.     Her 


m 


Jiirett  im  Auwer 


{Airo*  94} 


to  the  Sp€9ck 


198 


M^ettf  aBode^  in  her  Speech  ftom  the 
Throne,  to  the  efiect  which  the  Com-ilawe 
have  on  the  eonency.  It  appears  to  me 
euite  dear  that  neither  the  pontion  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  nor  indeed  that  of  any  of 
the  banks  of  issue,  can  ever  he  one  of  s&. 
carity,  or  such  as  they  ought  to  occupy,  if 
the  issues  of  the  country  are  to  be  regu* 
kited  by  the  state  of  the  barometer,  and  if 
every  time  we  are  compelled  to  seek  a  supply 
of  com  from  abroad,  a  great  drain  of  bullion 
is  always  to  take  place;  I  solemnly  believe, 
that*  under  the  best  regulated  system  of 
currency,  wherever  iiaper  is  found  to  be  a 
mixed  portion  of  the  circulating  medium, 
the  present  system  of  Corn-laws  of  this 
country  could  not  exist  without  inilicting 
constant  and  serious  injury.  The  moment 
the  Bank  finds  its  bullion  extracted  and 
sent  to  the  Continent  to  purchase  corn,  it 
is  eompelled,  in  scdf-defence,  to  contract 
its  inues,  and  a  natural  sympathy  exists 
between  that  and  every  other  issuing  body 
throoghout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land.  So  that  at  the  very  moment,  when, 
in  eooseqnence  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
hoflM  crops,  it  is  necessary  that  every 
possible  stimulus  should  be  given  to  indus- 
tiy,  trade  becomes  paralysed,  and  the  means 
of  the  manufacturers  to  employ  the  people 
beootte  crippled ;  thus  making  the  evil  of 
an  insufficient  crop  be  felt  in  a  still  greater 
degte^  and  adding  to  that  distress  which 
the  nnibitunate  state  of  the  seasons  brings 
on  the  eommunitj  at  large.  Much  re- 
fefienee  has  been  made  to  temporary 
paiiadi  of  proqwrity,  but  I  must  now 
repeat,  in  eonfmnity  with  views  which  I 
have  repeatedly  uttered  in  this  House,  that 
notwithstanding  these  temporary  periods 
of  piosperity,  suU  the  evil  of  the  existing 
syrton  has  been  running  on  not  less  eer- 
tainiy  nor  less  soitely,  though  it  has  not 
len  so  near  the  surface  as  now.    It 


is  my  opinion,  that  in  those  veir  years  to 
whiob  allnsion  ia  thus  mad^  in  1634, 1835, 
and  1886,  these  Corn-laws  were  working 
their  pemieioot  effeets  upon  the  conntiy, 
and  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  eradit 
then  given,  the  orisis  would  have  arrived 
some  yean  sooner.  It  has,  however,  been 
enstonary  for  many,  persons  to  state,  that 
they  conceived  the  trade  of  this  country 
oould  not  be  in  a  state  of  paralysis,  because 
looking  at  the  exports  they  perceived  an 
increase  in  articles  of  production  exported. 
Now,  it  is  tme,  that  there  haa  been  an  in- 
et ease  in  the  export  of  cotton  twist ;  but 
I  have  always  been  induced  to  regret  that 
1  exfOfft,  beoanse^  altheogn  we  in- 


crease our  exports  of  cotton  twist,  we  have 
lost  the  oonrersion  of  it  into  cotton  doth, 
and  we  are  now  driving  on  in  that  direction, 
that  as  soon  as  the  continental  manufacturers 
find  themselves  able  to  supply  cotton  twist 
as  they  have  already  done  cotton  piece  goods, 
they  will  turn  round  upon  us  and  say, 
'*  You  have  taught  us  to  make  cheaper 
than  you  can  yourselves ;  can  you  expect 
us  to  have  any  consideration  for  you  when 
you  would  not  open  your  ports  to  our  com, 
and  so  forced  us  to  make  for  ourselves  ?" 
This  is  what  the  continental  buyer  will  say 
to  us.  Thus  we  have  been  forced  to  the 
most  distant  countries  for  markets  for  our 
manufactures;  to  countries  where  the  cur- 
rency is  not  fixed,  nor  the  staldlity  of 
afiuirs  certain ;  and  where,  in  consequence 
of  the  lengthened  credit  we  are  obliged  to 
pive,  our  own  capital  is  employed  in  the 
improvement  of  their  manufactures.  An* 
other  fact  connected  with  the  supposed  proa- 
perity  attending  increased  exports  in  1839 
and  1840,  is,  that  there  is  no  doubt  that 
many  manufacturers  (I  speak  of  the  cot- 
ton trade  and  districts),  who  never  in  any 
provious  year  made  shipments  to  the  conti« 
nental  markets,  have  assured  me  that  such 
has  been  the  depreciated  state  of  the 
market  at  home,  that  they  have  been  com* 
polled,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  their  stock,  to 
consign  considerably  to  foreign  markets. 
Much  of  the  supposed  prosperity  arisfog 
from  increased  exports  is  to  be  attributed 
to  such  operations  as  these,  whero  the  ma« 
nufacturer,  if  compelled  to  sdl  in  the  home 
market,  oould  only  do  so  at  a  loss,  or  at 
best  gam  a  fractional  advantage  by  waiting 
for  months,  and  where,  therefore;,  he 
thought  it  better  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  the 
property  abroad  than  at  home,  b^cause^ 
then  it  was  out  of  nght,  and  would  not 
depreciate  the  price  of  the  article  when 
regularly  supplied  to  the  home  market. 
Many  manufacturers  have  told  me  tlust 
they  have  thus  been  driven  into  thoae 
markets  from  the  total  failuro  ef  the  market 
at  home.  I  received  a  letter  on  the  20th 
of  this  month  from  a  large  calioo  printer 
in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  who  has  been 
making  purchases  of  cotton  cloth  at  5s.  9d, 
a  piece,  where  before  he  had  given  for 
them  nearly  twice  the  amount.  From  the 
statements  of  this  correspondent,  it  appeava 
thatthero  has  been  a  gradual  annnaJ  di- 
minution of  prices  since  1885«  In  that 
year  the  price  on  the  1st  of  Januanr 
WM^.ed.  In  1838,  it  was  8s. ;  in  1887, 
Ss.4d.;in  1838,  ?'•  &£.;  in  1832^, 8s.;  in 
1840,  fir.  &i. ;  on  die  1st  of  Jamary, 


127         AddrM  in  Amwer 


{COMMONS} 


to  the  Speech. 


128 


1841,  it  was  6$.  3(2.  i  in  June,  it  fell  to 
69.9  and  in  the  present  month,  at  the  time 
he  writes,  it  had  fallen  to  5^.  9cL  This 
description  of  power  loom  doth  is  denomi- 
nated twenty-seven  inches  cloth,  which  is 
of  the  greatest  consumption  in  calico  print- 
ing, and  I  take  it  therefore  as  the  standard. 
Sir,  1  have  to  apologise  to  the  House  for 
the  very  dry  manner  in  which  I  have 
been  compelled  to  introduce  this  subiect. 
I  wish  it  had  been  in  my.'  power  to  have 
done  so  in  a  manner  more  worthy  its  at- 
tention, but  the  subject  is  too  important 
to  be  neglected,  and  I  must  therefore 
crave  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  On 
that  ground  I  crave  its  attention.  It 
appears  to*  me  that  we  ought  not  to  mea- 
sure the  probable  consumption  of  the  fu- 
ture by  the  actual  consumption  of  the  past. 
Since  the  alteration  of  Uie  Corn-laws  in 
1828,  we  have  each  year  been  compelled  to 
import  some  quantity  of  foreign  grain,  and 
this  year  we  nave  imported  a  considerable 
quantity,  but  we  still  require  more.  It  is  not 
nir,  however,  to  estimate  that  the  consump- 
tion of  pastyears,  or  of  the  present,  isas  much 
as  the  country  could  consume  were  the  popu- 
lation placed  in  the  situation  in  which  they 
ought  to  be  if  the  trade  and  manufactures 
of  the  country  were  in  a  sound  and  healthy 
state,  and  if  the  people,  instead  of  heme 
depressed  and  thrown  out  of  work,  had  fuU 
employment,  caused  by  the  increased  im- 
portation of  com  from  abroad  in  exchange 
for  manufactures.  Let  us  not  be  led  to 
compare  the  present  consumption  of  com 
with  what  it  would  be  under  more  ad- 
vantageous circumstances.  Experience  has 
shown  that  the  destmction  of  monopoly 
has  always  led  to  increased  consumption.  I 
would  tnerely  refer,  in  proof  of  this,  to  the 
great  success  which  attended  the  endeavours 
made  by  Mr.  Huskisson  to  liberalise  our 
foreign  commercial  policy.  Look  how 
successful  he  was  in  his  measure  for  open- 
ing the  trade  in  the  East.  The  most  se- 
rious forebodings  preceded  that  alteration 
in  our  policy,  yel  how  futile  were  all  those 
apprehensions  and  the  prophecy  that  our 
trade  with  the  East  Indies  would  diminish 
if  any  alteration  were  made.  Then,  again, 
with  r^rd  to  the  silk  trade ;  there  were  not 
wantine  those  who  said  that  in  two  years 
it  would  be  exterminated  in  this  country. 
Its  present  state  of  increase  is  the  best  pos- 
sible answer  to  those  predictions.  In  other 
cases  the  same  results  occurred.  In  the 
article  of  wool — and  I  address  myself  here 
to  the  landed  interest— in  that  article  it  is 
a  most  sbgular  fiict,  that  when  wool  was 


protected  by  a  duty  of  6d.  a-pmmd  the 
farmers  were  in  a  state  of  depresdon,  but 
when  the  duty  was  reduced  the  consump- 
tion increased,  and  wool  has  become  an  ar- 
ticle of  general  consumption  at  a  much 
higher  price  than  before.  The  most  won- 
derful results  have  been  produced  in  regard 
to  the  consumption  and  manufacture  of 
wool  under  the  reduced  duty.  I  refer  to 
the  subject  only  to  show  how  little  re- 
liance can  be  placed  on  such  predictions 
as  those  which  always  precede  such  changes 
as  those  now  under  discussion.  The  pro- 
tection for  com  now  enjoyed  cannot  be 
maintained.  The  country  is  languishing 
under  it,  and  I  solemnly  believe  that  the 
best  means  of  restoring  it  to  that  position 
which  every  well  wisher  towards  it  wouJd 
desire  to  see,  will  be  found  in  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufactures  by  throwing  down  ail 
obstacles  to  free  industry  and  enterprise,  and 
making  and  maintaining  this  as  the  sreat- 
est  manufacturing  nation  in  the  world.  I 
solemnly  believe  that  by  doing  this  the 
Legislature  would  confer  the  greatest  and 
most  lasting  blessing  on  this  country  an4 
on  mankind.  The  subject  is  one,  however, 
which  must  in  all  its  details  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  House;  and  I  will  not, 
therefore,  enter  further  into  it  now.  I 
would  only  again  refer  to  diat  portion  of 
her  Majesty's  speech  which  expresses  her 
Majesty's  sympathy  with  those  of  her  sub^ 
jects  who  are  no^  suffering  from  distress 
and  want  of  employment ;  and  urge  upon 
the  House  to  join  in  our  address  in  the 
earnest  prayer  of  her  Majesty^  that  our  de- 
liberations may  be  guided  by  wisdom,  and 
may  conduce  to  the  happiness  of  her  beloved 
people.  Having  seen  so  much  of  the  dis- 
tress to  which  her  Majesty  allude  as 
existing  among  her  subjects,  I  cannot  sit 
down  without  stating  my  honest  opinion, 
that  at  the  present  moment  the  sufferings 
of  the  people,  deep  as  they  are,  have  been 
home  with  a  fortitude  and  patience  above 
all  praise;  and  I  would  only  earnestly 
entreat  the  House  to  give  the  earliest 
attention  to  remedying  the  evils  of  the 
working  classes;  for  on  this  House  the 
eyes  of  the  country  are  fixed,  and  from  it 
the  relief  of  sound  legislation  is  most  ear- 
nestly expected.  The  sympathy  of  her 
Majesty  is  felt  by  all.  Sincere  as  it  is, 
however,  still  in  itself  it  will  not  create 
relief,  and  it  is  therefore  for  this  House  to 
adopt  the  course  recommended  by  her  Ma- 
jesty, and  take  into  its  earliest  consideration 
the  subject  referred  to  by  her  Majest> ; 
and  I  am  sure  the  House  will  join  in  the 
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prayer  of  her  Majesty,  that  *'  our  delihera- 
tions  may  he  guided  hy  wisdom,  and  may 
condaot  to  the  happiness  of  her  heloved 
people.**  The  hon.  Gentleman  concluded 
hy  reading  the  Address. — (See  p.  24.) 

Mr. «/.  C  Dundas  said,  that,  in  rising  to 
second  the  Address  which  had  just  been 
moved,  he  felt  himself  relieved  from  the 
necessity  of  offering  many  observations  to 
the  House  by  the  very  comprehensive 
speech  which  his  hon.  Friend  had  deli- 
vered. His  hon.  Friend  had  entered  so 
fully  into  almost  every  question  which  the 
Queen's  Speech  embraced,  and  had  demon- 
strated at  such  length  the  merits  of  the 
Address,  that  he  scarcely  knew  to  what 
subject  he  might  venture  to  allude.  It 
would  indeed  be  quite  a  work  of  supereroga* 
tion  for  him  to  go  through  all  the  various 
topics  on  which  his  hon.  Friend  had  expati- 
ated with  so  much  ability  and  precision. 
In  common  with  his  hon.  Friend,  and  he 
was  sure  he  might  say  in  common  with  the 
whole  House,  he  felt  he  might  congratu- 
late her  Majesty  that  the  peace  of  Europe 
was  likely  to  remain  undisturbed.  In  ao> 
knowledging  the  benefits  of  peace,  he  was 
Fure  he  spoke  the  sentiments  of  all  present, 
on  both  sides  of  the  House;  and  they 
would  all  agree  with  him  in  thanking  her 
Majesty  on  the  prospect  of  the  continuance 
of  niendly  relations  with  the  great  powers 
of  Europe.  He  trusted  he  might  look  upon 
some  of  the  topics  in  the  speech  as  a  good 
augury  for  the  future*.  He  trusted  that 
the  nations,  of  at  least  the  civilized  portion 
of  the  globe,  had  at  length  adopted  a  mode 
of  adjusting  their  differences  in  accordance 
with  the  advanced  state  of  civilization,  by 
fHendly  mediation,  rather  than  by  resorting 
to  the  ancient  method  of  war,  which  was 
never  satisfactory,  and  nothing  but  the 
riffht  of  the  strong.  He  was  happy  to 
think  that  the  estrangement  of  France, 
which  had  been  so  much  prophecied,  had 
proved  hut  temporary.  They  had  now  the 
EBsurance  that  that  estrangement  had 
ceased ;  and  he  was  sure  the  whole  House 
would  he  glad  to  do  anything  which  should 
have  the  effect  of  strengthening  the  alli- 
ance of  France  and  England.  Much  as  he 
desired  the  maintenance  of  peace,  he  felt  that 
it  was  almost  impossible  that  nations  having 
large  colonial  possessions  and  extensive 
commercial  intercourse  should  be  able  at 
all  times  to  boast  of  tranquillity  in  all 
quarters  of  the  globe;  and  it  had  unfortu- 
nately happen^,  that  in  consequence  of 
war  and  rebellions,  th'is  countiy  had  been 
obliged  to  increase  its  expenditure  to  an 
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■  extent  which  the  revenue  of  this  country 
could  not  meet.  No  one  could  be  more 
sorry  than  himself  that  there  should  exist 
any  necessity  to  call  on  the  country  for 
increased  supplies;  but  if  anything  could 
in  his  mind  mitigate  the  evil,  it  would  be 
the  fact  that  it  had  been  the  means 
of  propelling  her  Majesty's  Ministers  in 
some  degree  into  their  present  course 
of  policy,  and  into  the  promulgation 
of  those  great  measures  on  which  the 
prosperity,  and,  he  might  add,  almost 
the  existence,  of  the  manufactures  and 
commerce  of  the  country  depended.  He 
was  not  one  of  those  who  believed,  that, 
though,  under  the  present  system,  the 
commerce  of  the  country  might  de« 
cline,  still  the  agricultural  interest 
would  prosper.  He  was  convinced,  that 
the  different  interests  of  the  country 
were  so  united,  that  if  any  distress  affected 
one  particular  class,  it  must  he  felt  by  all. 
If  the  consumer  of  agricultural  jprpduce 
suffered  distress,  it  was  not  possible  but  to 
conceive  that  the  producer  must  also  suffer 
from  the  diminution  of  the  demand  for  the 
article.  It  was  his  earnest  hope  that  the 
House  might  hit  upon  such  measures  as 
would  to  the  utmost,  mitigate  the  distress 
which  had  been  so  accurately  described  by 
his  hon.  Friend,  and  that,  too,  without  in- 
jury to  any  class  $  but  he  was  convinced 
that  no  such  system  could  be  adopted  unless 
a  large  and  liberal  improvement  in  the 
commercial  policy  of  the  country  were 
adopted.  He  felt  confident,  that  if  they 
allowed  the  manfacturing  population  to  fall 
into  a  state  of  distress,  the  agricultural 
population  must  also  suffer.  Suppose  the 
number  of  manufacturers  out  of  employ- 
ment  were  to  be  increased,  the  agricultu- 
rists  would  then  find  that  the  privations  of 
the  manufacturers  would  be  reflected  on 
them,  and  distress  and  disaffection  would 
fill  the  union  workhouses.  However,  he 
still  had  hopes  that  those  evils  might  yet 
he  averted,  and  that  measures  might  be 
adopted  which  would  effect  an  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  people.  He 
had  the  greatest  confidence  in  the  measures 
promulgated  by  his  noble  Friends  near 
him ;  but  he  had  not  yet  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  ascertaining  the  views  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite.  That  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  said,  that  until  he  had  as- 
certained the  condition  of  the  patient,  he 
would  not  explain  his  remedies;  but  doctors 
had  been  sometimes  found  to  agree,  and  it 
might  happen  that  the  doctor  to  be  called 
in  would  adopt  th^uVery  remedies  which 
I         F 
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bad  already  been  prescribed  by  the  doctor 
in  charge  of  the  patient*  That  such  miffht 
be  the  case  was  his  anxious  wish.  He 
had  on  previous  occasions  seen  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  adopt  the  recipe  of  the  noble 
Lord  on  the  Ministerial  b^ch.  He  had 
seen  measure  after  measure  brought  for- 
ward by  his  noble  Friend,  and  carried, 
some  with  the  acquiescence  and  some  in 
spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite*  He  trusted  that  such 
might  be  the  case  on  the  present  occasion ; 
and  that,  backed  by  the  phalanx  which  oc- 
cupied the  opposite  benches,  he  would 
carry  those  great  and  popular  measures 
which  must  one  day  or  other,  either  with 
or  without  his  consent,  become  the  law  of 
the  land.  He  would  not  go  into  details 
on  the  various  subjects  induded  in  the 
Speech,  but  would  content  himself  with 
seconding  the  Address. 

The  Address  read  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr,  S.  Wortley  said,  that  he  trusted  he 
should  not  be  accused  of  undue  presump- 
tion, if  he  presented  himself  to  the  notice 
of  the  Chair,  and  of  the  House,  at  that 
early  period  after  his  re- appearance  within 
those  walls,  in  order  to  propose  for  the 
adoption  of  the  House  a  different  course 
from  that  which  had  been  urged  upon 
their  attention  by  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  had  addressed  them  from  the  opposite 
benches.  It  would  certainly  t>ave  been 
more  in  conformity  with  his  wishes  if  he 
could  have  remained  a  bystander,  on  this 
occasion,  and  kept  his  place  without  mix- 
ing in  the  debate  ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
feeling  as  he  did,  the  most  complete  con- 
currence in  the  views  and  opinions  enter- 
tained by  many  hon.  Gentlemen  on  that 
(the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House,  and 
the  most  entire  conviction  of  the  propriety 
of  the  course  which  it  had  been  proposed 
to  adopt  that  evening  with  respect  to  the 
Address,  by  those  around  him,  he  felt, 
that  however  great  his  personal  backward- 
ness and  disinclination  from  taking  such 
a  duty  upon  him,  he  could  not,  on  the 
score  of  any  personal  considerations,  suffer 
himself  to  shrink  from  coming  forward  to 
raise  his  voice  against  the  course  which 
her  Majest/s  Ministers  had  that  evening 
thought  proper  to  pursue  in  the  speech 
which  they  had  advised.  But  if  he  were 
liable  to  any  charge  of  presumption  for 
thus  coming  forward,  perhaps  he  might 
hope  to  find  somethingof  a  justification  in 
the  circumstances  under  which  he  ap- 
peared before  them.    The  circumstances 
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^ero  these ;— It  was  not  long  siMe  hef 
Majesty  had  put  a  question  to  the  ooun^ 
trv,  and  asked  them  to  return  an  answer 
which  might  serve  as  some  guidance  to 
her  in  the  future  condact  of  her  Govern* 
ment.  Now  he  appeared  there  as  the 
bearer  of  a  portion  of  that  answer,  and  he 
hoped  that,  withmit  presumption,  he  might 
say,  that  he  appeared  there  as  the  bearer 
of  not  the  least  significant  portion  of  that 
answer.  He  felt  therefore,  that  ha  was 
not  wholly  without  justification  in  coming 
forward  so  early,  because  in  giving  ez« 
presston  to  his  sentiments  on  this  occasion, 
he  should  do  that  which  would  be  aceept* 
able  to  his  constituents,  and  that  he  should 
not  only  express  the  sentiments  of  his  own 
constituency,  but,  as  he  believed,  of  the 
greater  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
country.  Yes,  he  believed  that  he  em- 
bodied the  wisiies  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
constituencies  of  these  kingdoms  when  he 
asked  the  House  whether  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  now  sat  in  the  position  of  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  were  those  Ministers 
with  whom  it  wished  to  intrust  the  govern, 
ment  of  the  country  ?  He  felt  that  in  this 
course  he  could  not  be  subjected  to  any 
imputation  of  impropriety^  because  such 
had  been  the  ancient  course  adopted  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  and  because  it 
had  often  been  the  practice  to  engraft  on, 
the  Address  other  and  different  sentiments 
from  those  which  the  origtnai  Addreu 
containedi  ami  from  the  views  and  opiniooa 
of  its  supporters.  This  course  was,  be* 
sides,  he  thoaghti  desirable  in  many  points 
of  view*-*it  was  respectful  to  the  Crown—- 
it  was  constitutional — it  was  intelligible; 
and  lastly,  he  thought  hon.  Gentlemea 
opposite  had  no  cause  to  complain  of 
the  course  which  it  was  intended  to 
pursue  on  that  occftsioo,  by  those  with 
whom  he  had  the  honour  to  act.  In 
the  first  place,  he  said,  the  coarse 
he  should  propose  for  the  adoption  of 
the  House  was  respectful  to  the  Crown. 
The  Crown  having  put  the  'question  to 
the  country,  and  having  desired  that  an 
answer  should  be  given,  the  constituen- 
cies had  sent  him  and  the  rest  of  the 
House  there,  to  return  that  answer,  and 
it  was  not  disrespectful  to  the  Crown 
that,  at  the  earliest  monient.  they  should 
make  her  Majesty  acquainted  with  what 
was  that  answer,  and  communicate  to 
her  what  they  had  learned  from  the 
country,  in  order  that  she  might  be  re- 
lieved as  soon  as  ps^fete J'togiijiiy^xther 
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ilafe*  ef  dday  and  onceartabty.  It  was  a 
tmstiteliBwil  crarse  too,  aod  bqI  oaiy 
«a*  it[  cooBlkvlional,  bot  altogether  io  tkt 
afnit  »  wkieir  it  had  been  the  pcacttce  of 
am  ol  Ike  gieat  pattie»  in  their  turiv  to 
acl  ia  Ihst  House.  If  he  wanted  a  pre- 
cedent, bemigkl  refev  t^  1835,  when  bis 
emi  predecessor  in  the  seac  which  he  then 
oeevpiecl  is  that  Hotne,  andertook  that 
eosrae  tnek  respect  to  the  Address  pro^ 
pwsed  by  the  tkew  Mfnisters  of  the 
Grevfty  arod  uaderftook  it^  perhaps;  wich>- 
evt  qoite  so  good  a  gro»ad  as  he  (Mr. 
8.  Woftlcy)  bed,  keeaose  he  tokt  the 
Hewae  that:  he  kad  no  faalt  to  find  with 
Ike  Address;  bwt  the  noble  Lord  desifed, 
■eferthelest,  that  the  House  shoald  agree 
lo  make  an  addittoa  to  the  Address, 
vkicb  be  proposed.  If,  then,  hon.  Gen* 
licneii  on  bis  side  of  the  House  did  not 
tkittk  thai  Ike  address  oo  this  oecasioa 
was  fisiiiileas,  he  (Mr.  S.  Wortle^)  and 
hoD.  Geatiemea  whose  views  were  in  uai^ 
aoa  with  bia  bad  a  still  better  right,  he 
Iboagbtto  ask  the  House  to  consent  to  an 
addttioB  to  the  address  on  this  oeeaeion 
than  bad  his  predecessor  oo  the  occasion 
la  which  he  bad  referred ;  aad  with  re- 
a|icct  to  bef  Mai«stj*s  Miaioters,  he 
Ibowgbt  ibat  they  aad  uol  only  no  reason 
aw  conplaiOi  bot  that,  in  foot,  the  noble 
Lard  oogbt  tocoatider  the  course  adopted 
by  Us  boil*  Prieads  as  au  act  of  most  ob* 
tifkip^  coartesy.  it  was  wot  a  long  time 
aiwea  the  aobta  Lord  bad  poUished  an 
addiesa  to  bis  new  constitoency,  in  which 
f  these  words:— 


**  As  soon  as  the  new  parliament  meets  we 
shall  take  the  first  opDortunity  of  asking  for  a 
clear  and  decided  juagment  upon  the  policy 
We  hare  proposed.* 

The  noble  Lord,  it  seemed^  proposed  to 
call  on  the  ficit  oppovtaaity»  Cor  a  judg« 
aaent  oa  his  whole  policy ;  and  h^  said 
that  in  doing  that  for  the  noble  Lord 
which  amoanted  to  granting  him  the  op- 

Crtuntty  be  spoke  of,  in  saving  the  noble 
cd  the  trouble  of  asking  specifically  for 
a  iudgmenlf  they  were  doing  ooibing  but 
what  waa  fairly  attributable  to  pure 
Qonrteay.  But  there  was  a  still  stronger 
reason,  in  bia  opinion«  why  the  House 
should  assent  to  his  proposition ;  for  be 
thought  the  House  ought  not  to  separate 
without  expressing  a  strong  opinion  as  to 
whether  her  Majesty's  Ministers  were  or- 
were  not  entitled,  in  the  circumstances  io 
which  they  were  placedi  to  dictate  to  the 


House  el  Cbmmona  what  shoald  be  the 
coorae  it  should  pturaoe.  Be  wished  to 
pot  as  alroagly  as  he  could  the  nature  of 
the  case  ia  which  he  stood  with  respect  lo 
her  Mai^aty's  Gover oneat,  aod  if  be  were 
to  endeavoor  to  do  so^  erer  so  earnestly  he 
should  not  be  able  to  do  it  hatf  so  well  as 
waa  done  in  wocds  which  had  beee  used 
by  the  noble  Lord  mme  years  ago.  in 
the  year  1934,  in  the  conrse  of  one  of 
those  repeated  diseussioas  which  had 
taken  place  apon  the  Irish  Gharcb,  the 
Bobie  Lord  said-^ 

•*I  consider  that  the  Goverament  of  this 
eouBtry  most  be  carried  on  upon  the  principle 
which  1  mi^  ventare  to  deaeribe — that  the 
Goverament  oegbt  to  be  formed  of  persona 
agreeing  in  principle  with  the  nujovity  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  I  think  it  necessary 
to  state  that  the  House  'of  Commons  have  a 
right,  if  the  Ministers  of  the  Cirown  ha?e  not 
their  eonfideoce,  to  express  their  opinion  to 
the  Crown,  and  hsTe  a  right  to  require  that 
the  Miaisters  of  the  Crown  should  be  persons 
in  whoae  eharaeter  and  principles  they  are  dis- 
posed to  confide,"  f "  Cheen."} 

The  noble  Lord  (Lord  John  Rassel^ 
cheered.  No  doubt  he  did  not  swerve 
from  bis  piineiplea }  no  doubl  he  adopted 
that  doetfioe,  as  genuine  cowlitutional 
doctrine,  from  which  he  had  no  dispoei* 
tion  lo  shrink  i  and  he  waa  oa  his  oart 
glad  to  coBCur  with  the  nobte  Lord  and  to 
meet  bia  wishes  by  giving  an  opportunity 
for  tbe  Hoase  of  Gommona  to  declare  its 
opiniQa  of  the  oharact^if  and  policy  of  her 
Majesty's  present  advisers,  Tbe  hon« 
Gentleman  who  had  proposed  the  address 
bad  taken  groat  pains  to  impress  upon  tbe 
House  that  tbe  distressed  and  unhappy 
condiuon  of  tbe  maoufactiuing  pofmlation 
waa  entirely  consequent  upon  tbe  rejec- 
tion by  the  lata  House  of  Commons  of 
that  course  of  policy  which  had  been  re-» 
commended  by  bar  Majesty's  Gov^nment. 
Now  this  was  very  well ;  but,  for  bis  part, 
he  mast  say,  that  though  it  might  be  very 
convenient  for  her  Majesty's  Governmeal 
to  identify  themselyea  as  much  as  possibia 
wtib  these  questions,  and  make  tbe  count 
try  believe  that  their  course  was  wrapped 
up  with  free  trade  and  the  abolition  of  the 
Corn-laws,  he  should  still  insist  that  i| 
was  not  on  that  occasion  that  they  were 
to  go  into  a  discussion  on  the  Corn-laws, 
Let  it  be  understood  that  he  was  far  from 
wishing  that  the  hon.  Member  for  Man* 
cheater  should  not  be  allowed  to  make  his 
speech  on  free  trade ;  or  any  other  hon. 
Member  his  speecb,|)liJ]i|^  aboliti9|^QCthe 
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Corn-laws  but  he  said,  notwithstanding  the 
speeches  of  the  hon.  Mover  and  Seconder, 
and  notwithstanding  the  paragraph  which 
her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  introduced 
into  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  that 
that  was  not  the  question  on  that  occa- 
sion, but  the  question  was,  whether  her 
Majesty's  present  advisers  were  persons 
with  whom  the  country  would  consent  to 
intrust  the  Government.  For  his  part 
he  was  not  indisposed  to  discuss  these 
questions  on  a  fitting  opportunity,  he 
had  never  shirked  them,  he  had  dis- 
cussed them  often  within  a  short  period, 
and  he  said,  the  sooner  the  discussion  of 
them  came  on  in  the  House  of  Commons 
the  better.  But  though  he  did  not  decline 
the  discussion — though  he  wished  that  the 
House  should  have  a  speedy  opportunity 
of  apprising  her  Majesty  of  the  sentiments 
of  her  people  on  these  questions,  still  he 
said,  that  when  the  House  bad  reason  to 
believe,  that  the  policy  of  her  Majesty's 
present  Ministers  had  not  been  in  accord- 
ance with  the  views  and  opinions  of  the 
majority  in  that  House^when  they  had 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  present  acts 
and  policyof  her  Majesty's  advisers  had  for- 
feited for  them  the  confidence  of  the  coun- 
try, they  ought  not  to  discuss  this  question 
at  present,  or  suffer  their  attention  to  be 
called  away  from  the  real  question  before 
them,  which  was,  whether  her  Majesty's 
Ministers  could  safely  be  intrusted  any 
longer  with  the  management  of  the  affairs 
of  this  country.  On  this  occasion,  there- 
fore, he  was  tempted,  and  he  felt  it  would 
be  desirable,  to  go  into  a  rather  more  ex- 
tensive retrospect  of  the  policy  of  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  than  he  should  other- 
wise have  supposed  neccessary,  if  he  had 
not  felt,  that  he  ought  to  state  the  real 
question  before  the  House  as  he  had  done. 
Again,  when  he  stated,  that  the  Ministers 
had  no  longer  the  confidence  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  or  of  this  House, 
he  was  bound,  he  thought,  to  state  how 
that  result  had  been  effected.  He  thought, 
then,  that  it  was  caused  by  an  obli- 
yion  of  pledges,  by  an  abandonment  of 
principles,  and  of  late  in  consequence  of 
their  tampering  with  the  most  serious  and 
solemn  questions  which  could  by  possibility 
affect  the  interests  of  the  people  for  the 
sake  of  advancing  their  party  interests.  If, 
therefore,  he  took  a  greater  range  in  the 
retrospect  which  he  was  about  to  institute 
than  might  be  barely  called  for  by  the  occa- 
sion,  he  thought  that  the  Ministry  could  not 
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complain ;  but  at  any  rate  he  should  go 
back  a  good  way,  even  to  the  time  of  Lord 
Grey's  Administration.  He  saw  the  noble 
Lord  the  leader  of  the  Government  in  this 
House,  who  had  been  a  member  of  Lord 
Grey's  Government;  the  noble  Viscount 
had  also  been  a  member  of  Lord  Grey*8 
Government,  Lord  Melbourne  had  been  a 
member  of  Lord  Grey's  Government ;  and 
various  noble  Lords  in  the  other  House, 
members  of  the  present  Cabinet,  had  been 
members  of  Lord  Grey's  Government. 
Therefore  he  thought  that  it  behoved  the 
House  to  look  back  and  see  what  were  the 
principles  on  which  Lord  Grey's  Govern- 
ment had  taken  their  stand,  in  order  to  see 
whether  the  present  Government  had  given 
effect  to  the  principles  to  the  promulgation 
of  which  at  the  time  Lord  Grey  came  into 
office  they  were  parties.  He  supposed 
that  no  one  could  forget  what  were  the 
principles  on  which  Lord  Grey's  Govern- 
ment had  come  into  office.  The  country 
about  that  time  had  heard  much  of  the 
wasteful  expenditure  of  former  Ministries 
—of  their  propensity  to  war — of  their  hos- 
tility to  reform.  Lord  Grey,  thereforci 
had  announced  that  he  came  in  upon  these 
three  great  principles  of  economy,  peace, 
and  reform.  Let  it  be  observed  how  far 
these  principles  had  been  carried  out  by 
the  present  Ministry.  To  begin  with  the 
subject  of  peace,  in  the  first  place : — They 
had  been  told  that  the  new  whig  Govern- 
ment were  to  keep  this  country  at  peace 
during  the  time  they  were  at  the  head  of 
affairs.  What  was  the  result  ?  Notwith- 
standing this  assurance,  they  had  had  a 
war,  though  it  was  only  a  little  war,  at 
Antwerp  ;  then  they  had  a  somewhat  lar- 
ger, but  an  unintelligible,  war  in  Spain  ; 
then  they  had  a  war  in  India ;  then  a  war 
in  China ;  and,  last  of  all,  a  war  in  Syria. 
Yet«  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  noble 
Lord  pretended  to  arrogate  to  himself  and 
his  Government  exclusive  praise  for  having 
supported  a  policy  of  peace.  That  exclu- 
sive credit  was  what  Lord  Grey's  Govern- 
ment also  assumed,  and  though  he  (Mr* 
S.  Wortley)  did  not  mean  to  say  that  they 
ought  to  question  the  whole  policy  of  a 
Government  because  of  one  or  two  such 
results  as  these,  and  some  of  these  results 
might  be  right,  and  others  might  be  wrong. 
But  what  mattered  that?  He  said,  what 
mattered  that  ?  Though  there  might  be 
justification  for  some  of  those  results  which 
were  wrong,  that  was  not  the  opportunity 
for  entering  into  those  justifications.    At 
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any  rate,  he  maiDtained  that  the  Oovern- 
ment  bad  oo  right  to  give  it  out  that  they 
had  an  exclusive  secret  for  keeping  peace 
with  such  results.     If  they  looked  to  the 
period  immediately  subsequent  to  1815, 
and  from  that  year  to  1830,  they  found 
that  there  had  been  nothing  like  a  war, 
except  that  isolated,  he  might  almost  call 
it  accidental,  action  of  Navarino,  yet  in 
the  last  ten  ]rears  there  had  been  no  less 
than  five  wars.     Now,  though  there  might 
be  justification  for  some  of  these  wars, 
yet  he  saw  no  defence  in  this  against  his 
charge  upon  the  Ministry,  which  was  not 
that  they  had  entered  into  wars,  but  that 
after  having  claimed  exclusive  credit  for 
keeping  the  country  at  peace  and  securing 
us  from  foreign  conflict,  they  had  never- 
theless plunged  the  country  into  numerous 
wars.     The  next  great  principle  which 
Earl  Grey's  Government  vaunted  was  eco- 
nomy.   They  promised  that  they  would 
be  the  most  economical  Government  that 
the  country  had  ever  seen  for  many  years. 
What  was  the  result?    They  found  that 
Government  now  with  an   accumulated 
deficiency  in    the  revenue   of   between 
7,000,000and  8,000,000of  money  ,and  with 
the  country  in  great  difficulty.     Now,  he 
condemned  not  the  Government  wholly  for 
this.  God  forbid  that  he  should  discourage 
or  denounce  the  application  to  the  various 
departments  of  the  public  service,  to  the 
navy  especially,  the  money  which  it  was 
proper  should  be  applied  to  the  current 
services ;  still,  though  he  did  not  denounce 
or  discourage  such  applications  of  monev, 
he  said,  that  a  Government  had  no  right 
to  set   out    with    vaunting  propositions 
wbtcb    had    subsequently    fallen  to  the 
ground.    But  now  they  came  to  the  last 
article,  the  question  of  reform.     He  ad- 
mitted that  on  this  head  they  had  to  a 
considerable  extent  carried  out  their  pro- 
posals. Parliamentary  and  corporation  re- 
form, were  carried ;  but  it  was  to  be  ob- 
served that  whereas  in  the  points  of  peace 
and  economy  little  was  to  be  gained  but  re- 
potation,  there  were  persons  who  would  sus- 
pect that  these  refqrms  might  not  be  wholly 
disioterested.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
there  were  not  many  who  supported  the 
mettsoresof  reform  from  pure  motives,  but 
many  persons  undoubtedly  came  to  the 
conclnsion  that  reform  in  Parliament  and 
corporation  reform  might  lead  to  more  sub- 
stantial advantage.    There  was  undoubt- 
edly  that  distinction  between  the  cases. 
tbiBp  however,  was   the  only  point  in 


which  the  professions  of  the  Government 
could  be  said  to  be  redeemed.    He  had 
no  doubt  that  there  were  some  Members 
in  that  House  who  recollected  an  obser- 
vation made  by  Lord  Althorp  in  one  of 
the  debates  on  the  Reform  Bill.    That 
noble  Lord  said,  "thank  God,  the  day 
has  for  ever  passed  away  when  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  country  can  be  carried 
on   by  patronage."    He  would  ask  any 
one  who  had  watched  the  proceedings  of 
the  Government  for  the  last  ten  years,  or 
rather  for  the  last  six  years  more  especi- 
ally, whether  her  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
not  lavished   more  places  and  peerages 
amongst  their  supporters  than  any  previ- 
ous government  ?    Let  the  House  look  al- 
most to  their  last  act  in  the  last  session, 
when  they  endeavoured  to  induce  Parlia- 
ment to  pass  a  measure  which  would  give 
them    extensive    patronage,    but    which 
could  not  be  carried  into  effect  during  the 
probable  period  of  their  remaining  in  of- 
fice.   When  a  proposition  was  made  by  a 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  the  patronage 
to  be  created  under  the  Bill  should  be 
given  to  those  who  should  be  in  office  at 
the  time  that  it  would  be  brought  into 
operation,  and   when  there  was  no  pre- 
tence for  hurrying  this  measure  through 
the  House,  her  Majesty's  Ministers  made 
an     indecent    clutch     at    the    patron- 
age  thus  to  be  created;    and    because 
the  House  would  not  assent  to  their  de- 
mands they  abandoned  the  Bill.    He  felt 
that  he  should   weary  the  House  if  he 
went  through  all  the  points  in  its  recollec* 
tion  as  to  the  delinquencies  of  this  kind 
of  which  her  Majestv's  Ministers  had  been 
guilty.    If  they  looked  to  various  topics 
connected   with  the  church-— to  topics 
connected  with  our  colonies— to  topics 
having  reference  to  the  internal  govern, 
ment  of  thie  country,  they  would  find  nu- 
merous questions  which  gave  rise  to  the 
same  reflections  which  he  had  made  on 
other  parts  of  their  policy,  and  which 
would    give  rise    to  the    same   charges 
against  them  as  those  which  he  had  made 
for  other  of  their  acts.    If  they  looked  to 
the  history  of  the  appropriation  clause  in 
the  Irish  Tithe  Bill,  they  would  see  a  re- 
markable instance  of  the  departure  of  the 
Government  from  its  most  solemn  pledges. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  proposed 
the  clause  relative  to  appropriation  in  the 
Irish  Tithe  Bill  of  1834.   That  proposition 
was  strongly  resisted  by  the  Government 
I  on  the  ground  that  they  intended' to  issue 
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a  conaissioi  to  inquire  mID  4he  «tat«  «f 
the  revenues  of  tbe  Irish  chvrch.  They 
objected  to  the  motion  on  the  fpowid  that 
It  would  be  absurd  to  declare  that  they 
would  apply  this  aippropriation  clause  un- 
til the  result  of  the  inquiry  was  ksiowfi, 
and  until  Ibey  fbuod  out  wheftber  tbere 
would  be  any  surplus  reven«ie.  What 
took  place  in  1835?  Her  i1ajesty'«  pre- 
sent Goverwaent  came  before  Parliament 
and  proposed  a  4«solution  to  die  effect' 
that  no  settiemem  of  the  Irish  Tklieqaes* 
tion  would  be  satisfactory  unless  it  involv- 
ed the  principle  of  appropriation.  The 
commission  had,  at  tliat  time,  been  issued, 
bat  the  commissioners  iMd  iK>t  made  any 
report  on  the  subject.  This,  then,  was 
the  answer  to  the  observation  that  it 
would  be  jkbsurd  to  leftislate  on  the  aub- 
ject  witbont  inquiry.  They  shortly  after- 
wards obtained  office,  and  in  1838,  when 
the  subject  bad  gone  through  discussion 
after  disonssion,  they  recommended  that 
the  Irish  Tithe  EiU  sheiikl  be  passed 
witliout  the  appropr-tation  «lanse.  Tbts 
was  a  strikinig  instance  in  which  her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  had  not  fnlftUedaaolemn 
pledge,  and  open  which  they -had  obtained 
the  support  of  the  conntry,  and  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  stsle.  Be  would 
now  come  to  tfaat-sumect  mow  espeicialiy 
before  the  country  at^present,  and  would' 
fthortly  point  out  what  had  been  the  con* 
duct  of  the  Government  with  sagard  to 
the  budget  and'  to  the  proposed  sbheratien 
of  the  duties  on  sugar  «nd  oanu  Wiien  a 
proposition  was  made  .last  year  lor  a  te- 
duction  of  the  duty  on  foreign  sugar  it 
was  strongly  resisted  ^n  ilie  ground  that 
it  would  not  be  iair  to  the  Went  Indian 
colonies  to  do  bo,  considering  the  peculiar 
situation  in  which  they  wese  at  pieaent 
placed.  If  he  wanted  acinar  and  sunoinot 
view  of  Ihe  arguments  against  this  propo- 
sition he  had  only  to  refer  to  the  apeeoh 
made  on  that  occasion  by  his  tight  bon. 
Friend  the  President  of  Idie  Board  of 
Trade.  If  they  looked  to  that  speech 
made  m  1840  tbey  would  aee  a 'Complete 
answer  to  the  arguments  in  lavonr  lA  the 
proposition  which  the  right  hon.  Osntle- 
man  so  strenuously  supported  in  the  pre- 
sent year.  He  not  only  resisted  the  mo- 
tion when  it  was  brought  forward  in  June, 
but  he  continued  to  do  so  in  the  month  of 
August,  when  a  abort  discussion  took 
place,  when  the  right  bon.  Gentleman 
made  a  similar  statement  of  his  opinion  in 
opposition  to  the  proposition  for  the  re- 


dnctmi  of  the  duly  nm  Aweign  ti^gist.  On 
that  oocasbn  the  rigte  ton.  OetHkauA 
said  that  the  difficulties  of  ibe  ques*- 
tion  weva  not  of  a  fiaanoinl  or  coca* 
mercial  charader,  kmt  iMta  Isamded  on 
the  reaaona  wincfa  tbe  light  lion.  Gentlo- 
men  explatnnd  in  the  former  dobvie  4mi 
tbe  8al]ject,  nansely  tbe  present  state  of 
tbe  West  indies.  But  in  1841,  Mitwitb- 
standing  the  strong  opioions  expressed  in 
the  previoos  year,  the  right  l»on.  Oentflo- 
man  and  his  cslleagnes  came  %o  ^the  llousn 
and  siade  the  ^dencicnl  proposition  wliidi 
he  bad  opposed  Itefors.  Tliis  queation 
and  thai  oonneoted  with  tbe  Corn-lawa 
had  been  snised  up  wiA  the  ^w  to 
induce  the  people  to  believe  that,  i>y  Te*> 
jectrng  them,  tbey  won4d  be  rejecting  pro* 
poaitions  for  cheap  sugar  and  cheap  bsead. 
In  the  course  of  the  3^r  be  bad  seen  wM 
the  greatest  pain,  the  eitensive  sufferings 
endofed  i>y  tbe  people,  «nd  be  must  any, 
bis  nympatliies  bad  been  Wrongly  escitei 
by  the  cabn  temper  in  'which  the  peopile 
had  discussed  the  subject,  and  bad  ve- 
fused  to  make  tbemaelves  Ibe  loote  eif  the 
Qovemment.  The  people  of  Shis  eeoviry 
were  eali^iened  by  nctiiing  more  <lMn  %y 
tiie  coorae  of  proceedings  of  tbe  Qevem* 
ment.  it  bad  <been  yoy^d  in  n  tnamMr 
which  had  ^coapvinceO  the  peopfle  that  <he 
proposition  bad  not  'been  nrade  wHh  yuA 
•and  legitimate  intentions.  If  they  4iad 
believed  that  such  bad  iMen  l^e  case,  the 
propositions  might  <bave  bad  n  greater  «f« 
feot^,  and  tbey  migbt  have  ^been  Kstened  to 
with  greater  astention.  Vhe  people  'Olf 
this  eoontry,  however,  4md  been  indnced 
to  look  into  tlK  <nibirte  subject,  and  inte 
the  uNNittiar  In  whioh  it  ibad  4>een  l>roogbt 
fm^ard,  and  tba  resiiH  bad  been  thsft  4be 
people  «aw  tbsft  mncb  nright  be  said  <Ott 
the  other  side  of  the  <t|Qeslion,  «nd  tbat 
they  ooglft  not  to  take  aM  for  granted  i>e- 
cause  it  came  from  her  Majesty^s  llflinisters. 
With  respect  to  the  corn  question,  it  would 
be  in  the  seocdleolion  of  the  "House  limt 
the  noble  (jord,  4be  fleoretary  dbr  liw  Oa- 
lofiios,  in  a  ^fennor  debate  en  'Che  Oam- 
lawa,  aaid,  "^  H  was  bis  opinion,  tbat  IT, 
upon  a  question  of  tbisinnd,  theve  ^was  n 
general  diaposiiion  to  4iave  en  'akeration' 
dt  the  law,"  (and  there  bad  been  no*awms» 
festation  of  any  «u<fti  disposition), 

"  If,*'  be  said*  ''  a{>on  a  question  of  this  kind, 
there  was  a  general  disposition  to  have  an  altera* 
tion  of  the  law,  and  a  genersd  wish  to  have  the 
question  settled  by  some  new  measure  of  legisla« 
Uon ;  but  thai  there  was  adivershy  ofopinionas 
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to  the  meaiort  thai  cmght  to  b«  udopted,  the  Go- 
vernment  might  tufely  step  in,  and  frame  luoh 
a  Q>ea«ure  ai  might  he  inQft  cgnduciv^  to  th9 
ngUopal  ioterevts,  4pd  propose  it  for  the  adop^ 
tipp  of  Pirliameoti  thereby  securiag  a  greater 
support  fpr  it  than  the  measure  of  any  indivi- 
dual Meroher  could  obtain.  Sucli,  however, 
was  Dot  the  position  of  the  Corn-laws.  There 
were  Membets  on  both  sides  of  the  House  con- 
stituting a  considerable  majority,  who  thought 
th»t  there  ought  not  to  be  apy  elteration  of  the 
present  laws.  That  h^ipg  the  qa^,  the  jnlro. 
dyction  of  a  me^s^re  by  the  Goveromeot  would 
have  only  been  adding  to  aU  the  arguments  gnd 
prejudices  which  influenced  the  votes  and  opi- 
nions of  Members  on  the  subject,  and  giving 
rise  to  pt'^y  *^'ife  ^^^  contention,  thereby  not 
proAOUug  but  letarding  the  settlement  of  the 
qil«stion,'' 

These  were  the  seDtlments  of  the  noble 
Lord  on  the  126tb  of  May,  1840,  yet,  in  the 
very  next  year,  %[\t  noble  Lord  came  down 
to  tbe  Houfe  to  propose  a  mea^tire  of  the 
Tery  character  he  bad  described,  though 
there  was  not  an  atom  more  of  disposition 
to  assent  to  it,  on  the  part  of  the  House 
than  there  was  before.  Hon,  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  sld^  assured  them  that  the  great 
principles  of  free  trade  would  take  effect 
ip  spite  of  any  opposition  on  the  part  of 
bis  Friends;  the  hon,  Gentleman  might, 
on  his  part,  be  assured  that  whatever  was 
tme  and  valuable  and  desirable  in  the 
principles  of  fr^e  trade,  did  not  depend 
for  its  success  opop  individualp,  one  way 
or  tbe  other.  If  tber^  wps  anything  likely 
lo  promote  tbp  interests  of  the  country  in 
those  principles,  and  he  had  qo  disposi- 
tion to  say  tbere  was  not ;  he  took  the 
doctrines  of  fre^  trade,  pot  in  the  sense  In 
which  they  had  been  attempted  to  be 
palmed  upon  the  country  by  the  pre- 
8en(  If  inistry,  but  in  the  spnse  in  which 
he  had  himself  given  them  his  steady 
mipport  for  many  years.  The  Parliament 
nitgtit  depend  upon  it  that  whether  the 
present  Ministry  stood  or  fell,  it  would 
make  no  difference  with  respect  to  any- 
Ibliyg  in  those  principles  which  was  really 
vroftli  havlnf;.  The  course  of  the  Go- 
▼emmeot  on  the  Corn-laws  had  done 
more  to  forfeit  for  them  the  confidence  of 
tbe  country  than  apythiog  else  they  had 
done ;  and  (his  w^s,  in  a  great  measure, 
owin^  to  tbe  circumstance  that  in  their 
conduct  in  tbis  matter  was  exhibited  a 
more  complete  dereliction  from  their 
former  professions  than  in  any  other  part 
9t  tbeir  conduct,  Lord  Melbourne,  for 
inftance,  bad  repeatedly  declared,  in  his 
place  ia  the  House  or  Lords,  that  any 


idea  of  meddling  with  the  corn-laws  was 
the  maddest  scheme  ever  propounded.  In 

1840,  when  a  question  was  put  to  the 
noble  Viscount  on  this  subject,  he  renewed 
the  announcement,  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  Government  to  propose  any 
change  in  these  laws;  and  he  added,  that 
to.  attempt  to  introduce  the  subject  of  a 
fixed  duty  would  stir  society  to  its  foun- 
dations, and  that  he  would  never  con- 
sent to  any  stich    proposition ;    yet  in 

1841,  though  the  arguments  remained 
in  every  respect  the  same  as  those 
which  existed  in  1840,  though  there 
had  been  distress  in  1840  as  well  as  in 
1841 — though  there  bad  been  for  years 
past  ^  deficiency,  as  well  as  in  1841 — 
though  the  objections  which  they  had 
stated  to  any  si)ch  measure  in  1840 
were  in  full  operation  in  1841;  yet,  in 
1841,  Government  did  not  scruple  to 
come  dowp  and  tell  the  House,  in  the 
wofds  of  the  noble  Foreign  Secretary,  that 
this  was  a  question  between  the  profits  of 
tbe  few  and  the  interests  of  the  many ; 
and  that  it  was  the  intention  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Govemmet)t  to  strike  a  blow  at  the 
great  monopolies  which  had  so  long  re- 
tarded the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Now, 
if  in  spite  of  all  these  objections,  they 
could  see  that  the  affairs  of  the  country 
had  been  so  conducted,  on  the  whole,  as 
to  ha?e  led  to  a  satisfactory  and  cheering 
result,  he  might  consent  to  give  the  Go- 
vernment some  credit ;  but  what  was  tbe 
prospect  before  us?  They  were  told,  in 
her  Maje9ty's  upeecb,  that  she  was  enabled 
to  inform  them,  that  she  continued  to 
receive  the  most  friendly  assurances  from 
the  various  powers  of  Europe;  she  told 
them  that  the  question  of  the  Ottoman 
empire  was  almost  settled ;  but  to  those 
who  were  uninstructed  in  such  matters, 
it  would  appear  that  the  integrity  of 
that  empire  was  still  in  jeopardy ;  with 
insurrection  in  Candia,  disturbances  in 
Servia,  and  insubordination  in  Syria,  the 
unipitiated  in  diplomacy  were  rather  in- 
clined to  the  opinion  that  things  were  not 
altogether  in  the  best  possible  train  in 
that  quarter.  Going  on  somewhat  further, 
he  said  that  ip  India  we  were  engaged  in 
a  war  of  which  it  was  difficult  to  foresee 
the  end;  we  had  overstepped  one  of 
the  strongest  of  frontiers,  and  we  had 
got  ourselves  into  difficulties  of  which 
it  wes  quite  impossible  to  assign  the 
extent  or  the  termination.  The  noble 
Lord,  in    the  Spiectu  untold  ^liemjihat 
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in  consequence  of  events  which  had  taken 
place  of  late,  this  war  was  likely  to  cease ; 
but  the  country  required  to  have  much 
clearer  information  on  this  point,  and  to 
know  in  particular  whether  the  dynasty 
which  our  Government  in  India  had  un- 
dertaken to  support,  was  at  all  likely  to 
stand    in  the  existing  state  of   things. 
Going  further  eastward,  we  come  to  China, 
and  here  again  we  found  ourselves  engaged 
in  a  war,  of  which  the  course  and  the 
object  were  alike  very  difficult  to  be  un- 
derstood, and  of  which  he  defied  any  man 
to  say  what  was  likely  to  be  the  result. 
God  knew  he  was  not  disposed  to  doubt 
that  the  conduct  and  valour  of  the  British 
troops  in  that  country  were  likely  to  ac- 
complish all  that  could  be  accomplished 
by  any  forces ;  but,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, he  could  not  think  the  Government 
justified  in  stating  that  they  saw  any  dis- 
tinct prospect  of  the  war  being  brought  to 
a  satisfactory  conclusion.     While  upon 
these  topics,  he  could  not  but  express  his 
astonishment  that,  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  Speech,  there  was  not  one  syllable 
of  mention  made  of  the  state  of  affairs  in 
another  quarter  of  the  globe,  where  it  was 
impossible  to  deny  that  things  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  were  somewhat  of  a  threaten- 
ing aspect.     He  did  not  suppose  that  the 
House  or  the  country  expected  any  ex- 
plicit declaration  or  information  from  the 
noble  Lord  on  that  subject;  but  at  a  mo- 
ment when  there  was  no  point  in  the 
whole  range  of  foreign  policy  which  com- 
manded more  interest,  and  excited  more 
anxiety,    it  was   worthy  of  notice,   that 
neither  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
nor   in    the  Address  now  submitted   to 
the   House  for   its  adoption,  was  there 
a   syllable  of  mention   made  as  to  the 
relations     of     this     country     with     the 
United  States,      He   trusted   there  was 
no    reason    to   suppose   that    the  noble 
Lord   at   the    head   of    this  department 
would  leave  affairs  in  that  quarter  of  the 
globe  in  such  a  state  as  would  compro- 
mise  the   honour  of  this  country;    but 
still  it  was  impossible  to  deny,  that  at 
this   moment  the  original  causes  which 
gave  rise  to  all  our  anxiety  on  this  sub- 
ject were  in  full  existence,  that  no  change 
had    been   made    in    the    circumstances 
which  gave  the  threatening  aspect  to  our 
intercourse  with  that  power ;  and  that  it 
was  very  difficult  for  any  man  not  sup- 
plied with  the  information  which  might  be 
in  the  possession  of  the  noble  Lord  to  say 
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on  what  footing  the  interests  of  this  coun- 
try now  stood  with  that  power.  He  did 
not  then  think  there  was  any  case  for 
congratulation  on  the  state  of  our  foreign 
relations.  Was  the  aspect  of  affairs  at 
home  more  satisfactory?  On  all  sides 
there  were  to  be  seen  general  depression 
and  stagnation  of  trade;  much  discon- 
tent: they  saw  the  noble  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies,  in  addressing  bis  constituents 
of  the  city  of  London,  telling  them  that 
he  thought  agitation  justifiable,  that 
he  thought  the  Government  justified  in 
agitating  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  certain  questions  [No,  no] ;  yes, 
in  one  of  his  speeches  to  that  constituency 
the  noble  Lord  said,  he  had  been  accused 
of  agitating  on  the  Corn-laws,  but  he 
thought  agitation  on  certain  subiects  quite 
justifiable,  and  he  referred  to  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act,  which  he  said  had  been  ob- 
tained solely  by  agitation ;  and  here  then 
was  a  Cabinet  Minister,  who,  on  the 
hustings  had  given  his  express  sanction  to 
agitation.  Then,  again,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  the  present  Government  was 
in  close  and  intimate  relations  with 
and  depended  on  the  support  of  those 
who,  in  one  breath,  sullied  the  name  of 
their  Sovereign  with  the  most  fulsome 
adulation,  and  in  the  next  gloated  over 
the  prospect  of  a  foreign  war,  and  of- 
fered a  treasonable  welcome  on  the 
shores  of  Ireland  to  the  armed  enemies 
of  her  Crown.  He  thought,  then,  it  had 
become  the  first  business  of  Parliament  to 
consider  whether  such  a  Government  was 
a  fit  one  to  be  longer  trusted  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  affairs.  The  opinion  of 
the  country,  unequivocally  expressed,  was, 
that  they  were  not  worthy  of  the  slightest 
confidence ;  the  late  returns  showed  that 
Ministers  had  not  the  popular  support 
which  they  enjoyed  some  years  back.  The 
noble  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  had  con- 
fessed that  the  result  of  the  late  elections 
showed  thai  Government  was  in  a  mino- 
rity in  the  House  of  Commons;  and  it 
was,  therefore,  the  first  duty  of  that  House 
to  express  to  her  Majesty  the  opinion, 
which  it  held  in  unison  with  its  consti* 
tuents,  and  to  inform  her  of  that  which  it 
was  most  essential  to  know,  before  they 
proceeded  to  the  business  of  the  couo. 
try;  before  they  assumed  those  respon* 
sibilities  which  .  it  involved ;  and  this 
they  must  do  by  declaring  to  her  ex- 
pressly that  the  present  Government  did 
Dot  possess  the  confidence  of  the  people. 
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Nor  bad  their  constituents  merely  sent 
them  there  to  express  this  feeling.  The 
constituencies  regarded  their  delegation 
for  the  expression  of  this  opinion  as  a 
means  to  an  end.  They  expected  that, 
as  the  right  hon.  Bah'onet  had  expressed 
it,  new  physicians  should  he  called  in ; 
that  those  who,  by  the  course  objected  to, 
bad  forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  nation, 
should  gi?e  way  to  those  who  would  then 
be  placed  in  a  position  in  unison  with  the 
sense  of  the  large  majority  of  Parliament. 
It  was  on  these  grounds  that  he  ventured 
to  call  on  the  House  to  adopt  a  different 
course  from  that  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  and  to  ask  the 
House  to  return  such  an  answer  to  her 
Majesty  as  they  had  been  commissioned 
by  the  country  to  give,  once  more  record- 
ing on  the  journals  of  the  House  the 
judgment  against  the  present  Ministers, 
which  had  now  been  recognised  and  corro- 
borated by  the  general  voice  of  the  people 
The  hon.  Gentleman  read  his  Amend- 
ment.— (see  p.  53.) 

Lord  Bruce,  in  seconding  the  amend- 
ment, declared  that  he  rose  with  great  re- 
luctance to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
House,  and  were  he  not  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  paramount  sense  of  duty,  he 
should  not  at  such  a  moment  be  induced 
to  take  up  any  portion  of  the  time  of  the 
House.  He  had  the  honour  to  represent 
an  important  commercial  town — a  town 
which  he  believed  was  destined,  ere  long, 
to  engross  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
import  trade  of  the  country.  Now,  though 
his  constituents  widely  differed  in  local 
situation  and  in  local  interests  from  the 
constituents  of  his  hon.  Friend  who  moved 
the  amendment,  yet  he  was  rejoiced  to 
be  able  to  state  to  the  House  that  bis 
own  constituents  most  cordially  agreed  i* 
sentiment  with  those  of  his  hon.  Friend, 
and,  he  might  say,  were  in  perfect  accor- 
dance with  the  sentiments  embodied  in 
the  amendment.  This  circumstance,  he 
frankly  acknowledged,  was  not  without  its 
weight,  in  inducing  him  to  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  seconding  that  amendment. 
There  was  one  other  consideration  which 
emboldened  him  to  address  the  House  on 
the  present  occasion,  which  was,  that  as  a 
new  Member  he  felt  bound  to  express  his 
sympathy  with  the  late  House  of  Com- 
mons. He  was  bound  to  express  his  own 
and  his  constituents  acquiescence  and 
concurrence  in  the  sentiments  and  the 
feelings  of  that  Housci  when  they  declared 


that  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  did  not 
enjoy  the  confidence  of  Parliament.  How- 
ever insignificant  a  Member  might  be,  yet 
perhaps  the  mere  circumstance  of  his  be* 
ing  perfectly  new  to  that  House  would,  in 
some  degree  justify  his  taking  a  prominent 
part  upon  an  occasion  like  the  present.  On 
the  fate  of  the  amendment  would  depend 
the  degree  of  sympathy  which  might  be 
supposed  tosubsist between  the  Members  of 
that  House  and  their  constituents,  but  the 
effect  of  the  recent  dissolution  could  alone 
show  the  sympathy  which  prevailed  be* 
tween  the  late  House  of  Commons  and  the 
great  body  of  the  people ;  and  they — the 
present  House  of  Commons — ought  not  to 
feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  proceed  to 
any  other  business,  and  ought  on  no  ac- 
count, to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of 
specific  measures  until  after  the  expression 
of  a  general  opinion  upon  the  conduct  and 
professed  principles  of  the  present  advisers 
of  the  Crown.    He  felt  that  after  the  re- 
capitulation of  the  grounds  on  which  his 
hon.  Friend  moved  his    amendment,  it 
would  be  unnecessary  and   unbecoming 
for  him  to  trouble  the  House  at  any  great 
length ;  but  there  was  one  point  to  which 
he  could  not  help  adverting,  and  that  was, 
an  admission  contained  in  the  address  of 
the  noble  Lord  opposite.    From  the  style 
and  composition  of  that  production  it  was 
impossible  to  regard  it  as  an  ephemeral 
publicatioui— it  was  formally  and  delibe- 
rately written,  with  a  full  consciousness 
that  it  was  to  be  received  as  the  carefully 
expressed  sentiments  of  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown.    It  was  well  known  to  the  House 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  therein  described 
the  late  dissolution  as  a  failure — that  it 
had  failed  to  produce  from  the  country  a 
verdict  favourable   to  the    Government. 
He  agreed  that  in  many  cases  success 
formed  no  sufiicient  criterion  of  merit ;  but 
if  ever  there  was  a  case  of  ill  success 
which  unequivocally  indicated  demerit,  he 
should  say  that  the  present  was  one — it 
was  one  by  which  Ministers  were  convicted 
of  recklessness,  incapacity  or  worse,  from 
a  House  of  Commons  elected  under  their 
own  auspices :  they  appealed  to  the  coun* 
try,  and  the  decision  had  been  unfavour- 
able.   The  present  conduct  of  the  Mi- 
nisters of  the  Crown  could  only  be  justified 
on  the  hypothesis,  that  the  new  House  of 
Commons  would  reverse  the  judgment  of 
the  House  which  preceded   them;    but 
when  the  decision  of  the  House  should 
prove   diametrically   opposite  ^^^ahal 
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whicbthey  seemed  toezpeot,  then  Bneh 
conduct  wottld  be  an  additiooal  proof  of 
their  iocapadtyi  and  would  flualerially  tend 
to  aggravate  the  charges  already  preferred 
against  theniy  and  under  the  weight  of 
whieh  they  must  continue  to  remain.  It 
was  true,  that  before  the  noble  Lord  had 
addressed  his  constituents,  the  Ministers 
of  the  Crown  might,  with  some  appear- 
ance of  justification,  say  that  they  did  not 
up  to  the  present  moment  possess  any 
means  of  ascertaining  the  sense  of  Parlia- 
ment upon  their  conduct  and  principles ; 
but  the  noble  Lord  had  the  manliness  not 
to  avail  himself  of  any  such  subterfuge. 
He  frankly  acknowledged  that  they  had 
been  defeated  by  an  overwhelming  majo- 
rity.  After  that  admission  a  thrill  of  as- 
tonishment and  dismay  passed  through  the 
nation  when  they  found,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  position  in  which  Ministers  found 
themselves,  the  stream  of  dignities  and 
emoluments  continued  welling  forth,  and 
flowed  as  copiottslv*  if  not  more  profuselv, 
than  at  any  preceding  period.  The  noble 
Lord  issued  his  address  under  peculiar 
ciffeumstanees ;  he  delayed  ft,  as  be  him- 
self stated,  until  after  he  could  ascertain  the 
results  of  the  returns.  Having  then  made 
his  caloulations,  did  he  express  repentance 
Of  regret  ?  Did  he  not,  on  the  contrary, 
use  his  best  endeavours  to  stir  and  excite 
agitation  respecting  class  interests  ?  Did 
he  for  a  mom^t  say  one  word  of  surren- 
dering his  trust,  and  requesting  a  transfer 
of  power  to  other  hands  ?  Having  lost 
the  reality  of  power— the  only  thing  which 
could  make  ofllce  desirable,  did  he  inti- 
mate any  Intention  of  merely  holding  it 
so  long  as  the  public  service  might  require 
his  continuance  in  oflice,  at  the  same  time 
abstaining  from  the  exercise  of  any  au- 
thority not  absolutely  unavoidable  ?  The 
Gbirtf/les  gave  the  lie  toanysuch  supposition. 
The  noble  Lord  told  the  public  th^t  he 
should  Au!0  an  adverse  majority  in  that 
House— that  he  should  be  a  party  to  such 
an  anomalous  state  of  things  as  a  Oovero- 
ment  on  one  side  of  the  House  and  a  ma- 
jority on  the  other;  surely  the  country 
would  say,  that  If  aay  inconvenience  to  the 
pnbife  service  arose  from  such  a  state  of 
things  there  could  be  no  one  to  blame  fpr 
that  hut  the  present  Ministers  of  the 
Crown,  who  had  braved  the  indlgnatiop 
not  only  of  two  Houses  of  Commons  but 
of  Uie  nation  at  large.  There  were  two  pr 
three  other  points  to  whieh  he  wished  to 
direct  the  aUention  of  the  House.    He 
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denied  that  the  existing  deficiency  of  the 
revenue  was  to  be  imputed  solely  to  the 
expeditions  which  the  Government  had 
fitted  out,  and  thought  that  hen.  Members 
ought  seriously  to  look  at  the  amount  of 
the  miscellaneous  estimates.  Although 
opposed  to  the  views  of  the  present  Qo* 
vemment,  he  was  not  the  enemy  of  free- 
trade,  as  explained  and  vindicated  by  Mr« 
Huskisson,  of  whose  wise  and  cautious 
policy  he  fully  approved.  The  cry  of 
**  cheap  bread  and  cheap  sugar''  had  been 
raised  for  party  purposes;  but  the  free- 
trade,  based  on  reciprocity,  of  which  Mr. 
Huskisson  was  the  supporter,  had  not  beeti 
adopted  by  the  present  Government,  and 
therefore,  their  measures  should  not  hav^ 
his  (Lord  Bruee's)  support.  He  should  at 
all  times  be  prepared  to  vote  for  a  free>- 
trade  on  principles  of  reciprocity,  due  re- 
gard being  had  to  the  interests  which  bad 
grown  up  under  our  present  commercial 
system,  without  which,  as  he  conceived, 
the  rights  of  the  labouring  classes  could 
not  be  protected.  Much  bed  been  pn  va- 
rious occasions  said  about  the  interests  of 
the  capitalists  and  the  landlords,  but  un- 
less the  measures  of  a  Government  were 
directed  equally  to  secure  the  rights  of  the 
working  classes,  they  never  should  be  sup- 
ported by  a  vote  of  his.  ft  was  true  that 
the  landlord  might  derive  some  increased 
value  to  his  property  from  the  increase  of 
factories  and  other  buildings  upon  it,  and 
that  the  capitalist  might  more  advanta- 
geously Invest  his  capital,  or  he  might 
withdraw  it  from  a  sinking  concern  ;  bnt 
the  only  capital  of  the  labourer  was  hly 
skill  in  his  own  particular  walk,  and  it  was 
a  mockery  to  tell  him  that  he  pould  find 
a  satisfactory  compensation  elsewhere. 
And  that  led  him  to  say,  that  he  sympa- 
thized from  the  very  bottom  of  his  heart 
with  another  expression  in  this  aniend- 
menty  and  In  which  there  was  a  coinci- 
dence between  the  i^mendment  and  the 
Address^  namelv^^'In  the  gracious  ex« 
pressiop  of  her  Majesty's  deep  syoipathy 
with  those  of  her  subjects  now  suffering 
from  distress  and  want  fft  emnlorment,  W0 
recognise  an  additional  proof  pf  her  Ma« 
jest/s  tender  regard  for  the  welfare  of  her 
subjects,  and  that  we  cordially  join  Ip  the 
prater  of  her  Majestjr,  that  ell  our 
deliberations  mayb^  &;uided  by  wisdom, 
and  may  conduce  to  nie  happiness  of  the 
people.**  He  believed  that  ft  just  regard 
for  the  interests  of  these  very  labouring 
classes  was  the  most  prominent  and  great-> 
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ctt  i«Mon  of  all  tliat  could  be  deduced 
for  tlieir  proceeding  warily  in  the  applica- 
tiDD  of  tbose  principlefl.  He  could  not 
bat  advert  to  the  vei^  harsh,  and  severe, 
and  mjvnt  teraas  in  which  it  had  been  the 
faehion  to  designate  those  who  had  taken 
an  opposite  view  on  these  questions  to  that 
taken  by  her  Majesty's  Government.  **  In 
a  day/'  said  the  noble  Lord,  ^  when  all 
monopolies  ate  denounced,  f  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that,  to  my  mind  the  mo- 
nopoly which  is  the  most  intolerable  and 
odIoQs  is  ihe  pretension  to  the  monopoly 
of  pdMic  Yirtoe.  Never,  to  my  mind,  is 
that  pretension  advanced  with  a  worse 
grace  thas  when  it  is  advanced  by 
tbose  whOy  bat  an  hour  ago  —  bat  a 
very  short  period  ago— might  with  much 
propriety  be  classed  amongst  those  whose 
opmoos  are  now  the  objects  of  their  re- 
proach.*' He  feared  that  he  had  trespassed 
at  too 'great  lengtli ;  but,  as  this  was  his 
fim  appesvance  in  that  Hoase,  he  contd 
only  Ntum  his  grateful  thanks  to  the 
Honie  for  ihe  attention  with  which  it  had 
listened  lo  him.  But  there  was  stNl  one 
subject  to  which  for -a  very  short  period  he 
n««tAraw  the  attention  of  the  House.  He 
had  efbserved  in  the  general  tenoor  of  the 
obaervsM^ons  made  ^y  the  Ministerial  por- 
tionof  ^e  press,  and  the  supporters  of  the 
OoywuMcwt  generally  throughout  the 
cooMry,  ospeciarlly  since  the  result  of  the 
dectiODB  was  known,  that  there  had  been 
an  BHewPt  tit  a  studied  and  elaborate  re- 
capfSnlafran  of  all  -the  possible  difecuUies 
and  dangers  which,  in  the  event  of  the 
rigbt4ion.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Tarn- 
worth  being  called  to  the  head  of  th^  Go- 
vonmieat,  wMi  Ae  afiairs  of  the  nation  in 
their ^presentpostore,  he  would  have  to  en- 
ooun%Br.  when  he  had  read  over  these 
maHewents,  «ovtaining  reference  to  the 
disordered  state  of  the  finances^  and  to 
daagers  at  home  and  efbroad,  it  had  always 
strock  him  that  the  authors  might  indeed 
have  eootemplsfted,  most  of  these  circum- 
sianees  wMi  fs^itigs  of  laost  deep  and 
poignant  oelf-reproach,  and  that  none  at 
least 'Conld  4iave  regarded  them  with  any 
oAer  4Mlings  than  those  of  aincere  and 
paniotie  regret,  bad  it  not  been  for  the 
teae,  tbo  trader-current  of  exultation, 
i^idi  %ad  f>ervaded  them .  But  whatever 
asifjiit'lie  the  feelings  of  these  persons,  he 
misled  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (under 
Aeiiypothesis^ey  chose  to  assume),  on 
betag  called  to  extricate  his  country  from 
these ensbaf ranimenta  and  difficulties;  con- 
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scious  of  the  high  hopes  entertained  of 
him  by  the  country,  and  of  the  generooa 
confidence  reposed  in  him  by  all  classes  at 
the  late  election,  and  manifested  by  the 
large  majority  in  favour  of  the  principles 
he  espoused,  returned  to  that  Ho^ise^ 
wouki  be  able  to 'face  those  difficulties, 
whatever  they  might  be,  not  with  a  spirit 
of  presumptuous  defiance,  not  wttb  the 
pretensions  of  empyricism,  but  with  a 
sincere  reliance  on  the  good  sense  and 
honesty  and  fairness  of  the  people;  and' 
with  a  stiil  more  constant  reliance  on  the' 
kindly  support  of  that  Provideoce,  whose 
watchful  arm  had  ever  supported  Great 
Britain  in  her  diffii^uUies,  and  whidi,  so 
long  as  she  had  been  true  to  herself,  had 
ever  guided  her  in  the  paths  of  honour. 
And  when  the  period  should  ariive  (which 
he  hoped  would  be  very  far  distant)  when 
in  the  course  of  nature,  or  from  circum- 
stances, the  hon.  Baronet  would  resign, 
he  trusted  that  those  who  were  to  succeed 
him,  should  find-that  he  left  them  a  fiou- 
rishiog  exchequer,  prosperity  of  trade, 
peace  at  home,  honour  abroad,  and  a 
hsppy  and  contented  people. 

Mr.  Labauchere  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  . 
the  noble  Lord  who  had  just  addressed 
the  House  with  so  much  ability,  as  well 
,ae  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for 
the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  who  pre- 
ceded him,  have  assured  her  Majesty^s 
Government  that  they  have  arrayed  against 
them  a  large  majority.  I  do  not  stand 
here  to  controvert  that  assertion.  The  re- 
sult of'  the  debate  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged will  show  whether,  and  bow  fiiri 
that  is  the  case.  But  if  it  should  be  true, 
I  am  too  well  acquainted  with  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  House  not  to  feel  assured,  that, 
whatever  may  be  the  violence  of  party 
feeling,  that  state  of  things  will  only  aN 
ford  an  additional  reason  for  giving  to  any 
Member,  however  humble,  of  that  Govern* 
ment,  who  feels  it  his  doty  to  address 
them,  a  patient  and  indulgent  hearing. 
Sir,  both  tiiose  Gentlemen  have  expressed 
a  great  eagerness  that  the  House  should 
decide  on  the  question  now  before  us.  I 
can  assure  them  that  that  eagerness  is 
equally  shared  by  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment—that her  Majesty's  Government  are 
rejoiced  that  the  time  fias  come  when  they 
are  able  to  put  before  the  House  the  po- 
licy on  which  they  conceive  the  affairs  of 
this  country  ought  to  be  conducted,  and 
to  take  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Com-' 
raons  on  that  p^jPI^J^^r^  Jl  ^^ 
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fail  to  receive  tbat  support  from  the 
House  which  can  alone  enable  them  to 
carry  their  policy  to  a  successful  condn- 
sion,  no  time  should  be  lost  in  devolving 
the  responsibility  of  governing  the  country 
on  other  principles^  npon  those  who  may 
think  fit  to  take  upon  them  that  task.  I 
have  listened  with  great  attention  and  no 
small  curiosity  to  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  I  con* 
fess,  after  bearing  it  read,  I  am  at  a  loss 
exactly  to  understand  what  its  import  is» 
or  to  what  policy  it  points.  I  clearly  un« 
derstand  the  expression  of  a  want  of 
confidence  in  her  Majesty's  present 
advisers,  and  I  can  assure  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Member  for  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  that  it  was  totally 
unnecessary  for  him  to  take  up  so  long  a 
time  in  establishing  that  the  House  had  a 
full  right  to  express  that  opinion.  I  should 
be  the  last  person  in  the  world  to  deny 
that  this  House,  irrespective  of  any  parti- 
cular measure,  has  the  right,  nay,  that  it 
is  its  duty  to  express  such  an  opinion,  on 
the  general  ground  that  it  does  not  feel 
confidence  in  the  Government.  It  is  due 
to  the  Grown— it  is  due  to  the  country, 
and  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  it  is  due 
to  the  Government  itself,to  declare  such  an 
opinion  when  it  exists,  and  to  leave  them 
no  doubt  as  to  their  real  position.  So  far 
from  objecting  to  such  a  course,  I  am  re- 
joiced that  it  has  been  taken  by  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  and  I  acknowledge 
that  I  think  it  the  fairest  that  could  be 
pursued.  But  I  did  listen  with  great 
anxiety  to  discover  what  was  the  policy 
which  the  majority  of  this  House,  if  a 
majority  it  is  to  be,  is  prepared  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Crown,  in  answer  to  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne.  I  confess  that, 
alter  having  heard  the  amendment,  dexte- 
rously worded  as  it  is,  and  hearing  the 
speeches  of  the  Mover  and  Seconder,  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  understand  what  the  import 
of  that  amendment  is.  Before,  however, 
1  come  to  that  part  of  the  subject  to  which 
the  amendment  specially  refers,  I  will  take 
the  liberty  of  adverting  to  some  obsenra- 
tions  that  have  fallen  from  the  Mover  and 
Seconder  of  the  Address.  The  noble  Lord 
who  has  just  sat  down,  complained  and 
said  that  the  Government  had  no  right  to 
come  down  and  meet  the  House  of  Com- 
mons— that  the  result  of  the  late  elections 
having  been  unfavourable  to  her  Majesty's 
Government,  they  ought  at  once  to  have 
fSfigned  office^  and  that  they  had  insulted 


the  country  and  Crown,  by  continuing  to 
hold  the  Government  till  the  present 
time.  The  hon.  Gentleman  could  hardly 
have  observed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
whom  he  was  speaking  when  he  made 
such  an  observation.  I  may  remind 
him,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Member  for  Tamworth,  in  1835, 
when  he  was  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
and  when  the  result  of  the  general  elec- 
tion placed  him  in  an  acknowledged  mino- 
rity—-the  right  hon.  Gentleman  thought 
proper  to  meet  the  Parliament,  know-» 
ing  that  a  majority  was  arrayed  against 
him.  If  he  had  any  doubt,  it  must  have 
been  very  soon  removed.  The  expression  of 
opinion  commenced  with  the  division  on 
the  Speakership,  to  which  I  will  not  now 
further  allude.  Then,  there  was  the 
amendment  to  the  address,  which  blamed 
the  dissolution,  and  in  which  other  mat- 
ters were  introduced,  implying  that  the 
majority  of  the  House  did  not  repose  con- 
fidence in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  slow  to  take  a 
hint,  if  he  did  not  acknowledge  that 
the  amendment  did  not  yery  decidedly 
express  that  the  House  of  Commons  was 
not  disposed  to  give  its  support  to  his 
ministry.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  went 
on  several  weeks  retaining  office,  exercis- 
ing the  power  and  patronage  of  a  minister, 
and  using  all  the  executive  functions  of 
office  for  a  period  during  which  he  was 
not  able  to  carry  a  single  vote  or  measure 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  [An  hon. 
Member  I  The  malt  tax.]  I  think  that  is 
rather  an  unfortunate  suggestion,  consi- 
dering that  that  solitary  victory  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  obtained  over 
his  own  ally,  the  present  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham; and  those  who  enabled  him  to 
gain  it  were  his  political  opponents ;  those 
who  were  opposed  in  principle  to  his  Go- 
vernment, but  who  felt  themselves  bound 
as  public  men— «nd  as  he  hoped  public 
men  always  would  feel  themselves  bound, 
when  an  improper  attack  was  made  on  the 
revenue  and  public  credit  of  the  country — 
to  support  the  Government  which  resisted 
it.  I  feel  it  right  to  rembd  the  House  of 
these  circumstances,  when  I  hear  it  made 
a  subject  of  complaint,  that  her  Majesty's 
ministers  continued  in  office  till  the  meeting 
of  Parliament,  after  that  my  noble  Friend, 
the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  with  that 
frankness  which  I  own  I  think  he  sometimes 
does  push  to  a  very  great  length,  had 
written  to  his  constituents-^^^^iipw  w« 
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are  in  a  nrinorityy  and  shall  ^very  soon  be 
tnraed  out."    I  only  remind  the  House  of 
these  circomstancesy  that  it  may  not  be 
supposed  we  ha?e  acted  in  an  unusual 
manner  in  retaining  office  until  the  House 
has  formerly  recorded  its  decision  on  our 
merits  as  a  GrOTernment,  and  on  those 
important  measuies,  which,  on  the  part  of 
the  Crown,  we  have  laid  before  the  House. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire  went  on  at  great  length  to 
•tate  the  reasons  why  he  thought  the  Go- 
vernment had  lost  the  conSdence  of  the 
country,  and  said  that  we  had  abandoned 
all  the  principles  on  which  Lord  Orey 
came  into  office,  and  particularly  those 
pledges  which  Lord  Grey  gave  on  enter- 
ing office  ten  years  ago  for  peace,  econo- 
my, and  reform.    So  far  from  being  dis- 
posed to  admit  his  allegations,  I  feel  con- 
fident that  the  judgment  of  this  country 
and  of  posterity  will  give  us  the  credit  of 
having  maintaraed  those  three  essential 
principles  of  Government,  under  very  dif- 
ficult circumstances,  with  as  much  steadi- 
ness and  perseverance  as  it  was  possible 
to  do.    I  begin  with  peace.    The  hon. 
Gentleman  tells  us  that  some  cannon. 
Aotshad  been  fired  in  the  world  since 
we  have  been  in  office*    That  is  not  the 
meaning  of  a  pledge  of  peace.  The  pledge 
which  Lord  Grey  made  vras«  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  faithfully  and  an»ously 
adhere,  as  far  as  was  possible,  to  a  peace- 
ful polky.    As  far  as  it  was  possible  that 
endeavour  had  been  crowned  with  success. 
No  European  war  was  suffisred  to  arise- 
there  was  no  general  break  up  in  that 
European  conf^eracy  which  is  the  surest 
pledge  of  peace.    At  the  time  Lord  Grey 
took  office,  it  was  said  from  high  author- 
ity that  it  would  be  astonishing  if  peace 
could  be  kept  for  six  months.    However, 
notwithstanding    interruptions  of   minor 
consequence,  the  inestimable  blessing  of 
general  peace  had  been  preserved  for  ten 
years.    I  can  only  say  that  if  the  predic- 
tion of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  be  rea- 
lised, and  if  the  event  of  this  discussion 
should  bring  their  party  into  power  for 
Boch  a  period  as  ten  years-»I  think  it 
will  be,  indeed,  matter  of  congratulation 
for  the  country ;  and  it  will  be  most  for- 
tunate for  the  general  interests  of  the  hu- 
man race  if  they  should  be  able  at  the  end 
of  ten  years  to  say,  *'  The  world  has  not 
sttfiFered  more  from  the  calamities  of  war 
than  dnring  ten  years  of  Whig  adminis. 
tiationt''  I  next  come  to  economy.    The 


hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding  says, 
**  You  came  in  on  a  pledge  of  economy 
but  you  never  did  anything  to  make  good 
your  professions.''  The  question  of  eco- 
nomy is  a  question  of  details  which  it  is 
difficult  to  discuss  on  an  occasion  of  this 
sort.  But  I  say,  that  if  we  have  been  a 
lavish  Government,  it  implies  the  severest 
censure  on  our  political  opponents.  It  is 
the  peculiar  province  and  duty  of  the  op- 
position to  watch  over  the  expenditure  of 
the  country.  Ail  Governments  are  gene- 
rally too  prone  to  increase  establishments 
and  incur  unnecessary  expense ;  but,  with 
respect  to  us,  the  reproach  against  us  from 
the  opposite  side  has  generally  been  that 
we  did  not  expend  enough  of  the  pub- 
lic   money. 

Mr.  Wortley  said  he  did  not  object  to 
the  increase  of  the  army  and  navy  made 
by  her  Majesty's  Government,  but  to  the 
policy  which  had  made  eitraordinary  ex- 
pense necessary. 

Mr.  Lahouchere  continued:  I  cannot 
suppose  that  Lord  Grey's  pledge  meant, 
'*  f  will  only  expend  a  certain  sum  of  mo- 
ney." Its  meaning  was,  '*  I  will  adminis- 
ter the  public  money  in  an  economical  spi- 
rit." Lord  Grey  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
it  might  not  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
establishments  of  the  country  if  the  pub* 
lie  service  required  it*  The  truest  economy 
is  to  keep  the  army  and  navy  on  an  effici- 
ent footing.  But  if  in  this  or  any  other 
respect  we  have  not  kept  the  pledge  of 
economy,  it  proves  that  no  opposition  has 
ever  neglected  iu  duty  as  the  present  one 
has  done  dnring  the  last  ten  years,  for  not 
one  word  has  it  said  against  our  expendi-r 
ture. .  The  hon.  Gentleman  charges  us 
with  having  failed  to  keep  the  pl^ge  of 
reform.  lUform  in  Parliament,  reform  in 
the  boroughs  count  for  nothing,  because 
he  says  we  have  had  a  party  interest  in 
those  reforms.  I  do  hope  we  shall  always 
have  a  party  interest  in  the  reform  of  acr 
koowledged  abuses,  and  in  promoting 
measures  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  I 
do  not  think  that  any  reproach  to  us ;  but 
I  may  remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  a 
great  class  of  important  improvements  has 
been  introduced  during  the  time  of  Whig 
Administration,  to  which  his  observation 
cannot  refer.  We  have  introduced  re* 
form  in  the  Church,  in  tithes,  in  the 
Poor-laws,  and  many  other  important 
improvements  during  the  last  ten  yean, 
which  cannot  be  attributed  to  any 
party  motive.     It  is  a  matter  of  just 
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pride  to  me,  end  to  those  with  whom  I 
hi^e  the  boiioor  to  be  associated,  to  look 
back  to  those  importaut  chaoges  which 
were  carried  forward  io  spite  of  predic- 
tions made  by  so  many,  by  none  with 
l^reater  confidence  than  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  West  Riding*  who,  in  bis  opposi* 
tioa  to  the  Reform  Bill,  accosed  us  of  sub- 
verting  the  eoostitution  of  the  coontryi 
•nd  introdocin^  ruin  and  confusion.  I  re- 
joice to  look  back  to  that  great  reform,  by 
which  so  widely  beneficial  an  improrement 
was  efiected  ;  and  to  feel  that  all  that  is 
valuable  in  the  constitution  of  the  country 
is  more  solid  and  sound  than  ever,  and 
more  loved  and  revered  by  the  people  than 
wbib  it  was  defaced  by  those  corruptions 
and  abuses  which  have  been  removed.  1 
hold  the  tine  object  of  reform  to  be  to  pre- 
serve by  amending;  and  I  cannot  look 
back  to  the  long  series  of  measures  which 
we  have  carried,  without  feeling  that  in 
that  respect  we  have  been  successful  in 
discharging  our  duty  to  the  country.  The 
lion.  Gentleman  says  we  are  not  now  in 
the  conditbn  to  discuss  the  measures  of 
free  trade  which  we  have  brought  forward, 
and  intimates  that  a  notion  has  prevailed 
in  the  country,  that  those  measures  were 
not  brought  forward  upon  doe  reflection, 
and  from  «  conviction  of  their  paramount 
impofftance,  bat  merely  to  serve  a  tempo- 
rary purpose,  and  therefore  they  received 
DO  fair  consideration  from  the  public.  I 
can  only  say  I  do  not  believe  there  ever 
was  a  measure  more  deliberately  consi« 
dered  before  it  was  brought  forward  than 
those  mensnres  which  have  been  so  cha- 
racterised* Sir,  when  we  brought  them 
ftirward  we  were  perfectly  aware,  that 
tliey  were  likely  to  encounter  great 
opposition,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
look  back  to  the  history  of  our  com- 
newial  legislation  for  a  few  years  without 
anticipating  that  such  would  be  the  case, 
k  IS  a  very  remarkable  circumstance,  that 
while  of  late  y#ars  attempts  lo  improve 
the  constitution  have  been  successful,  with 
respect  to  oommercial  reform,  scarcely 
anything  of  importance  has  been  effected 
for  a  long  period,  notwithstanding  that 
there  have  been  most  important  changes 
io  the  commercial  condition  of  this  coun- 
try and  of  the  world  during  that  time.  I 
say  experience  showed  that  we  were  under- 
taking a  task  full  of  difficulty.  The  hon. 
Oentleman  professes  himself  a  disciple  of 
Mr.  Hoskiseon,  with  whose  opinions  upon 
free  trade  he  still  concurs.     Undoubtedly 


Mr.  Hnskifsoo  when  in  ofice  did»  with 
the  support  of  the  great  body  oi  ike  Whig 
party,  who  did  not  think  it  consistent 
with  theic  duty  to  make  the  sttia^ect  a 
party  que^ton,  a  conrse  whkh  I  trasi. 
Sic,  whether  sitting  at  your  right  hand  or 
your  left  band,  iht  Whig  party  wttl  aU 
ways  pursue— tCAeers^— I  say  Mr.  Hos- 
kissoB,  supported  by  that  party,  did  Sofee 
upon  his  reluctant  foUowers-^and  the 
hon.  Oentleman  opposite  can  reeolieet 
that  many  of  them  were  eiteemely  refaM>* 
tant  foUowers-^some  very  iaapoctaat  taa* 
provements  in  our  eomnurond  aysteoi. 
But  when  Mr.  Hoskissoa  went  into  oppo* 
sition,  what  took  place  ?  The  next  year, 
in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Charles  Glirant, 
now  Lord  Glenelg,  Mr.  Hnskiaaoo 
brought  forward  the  very  qoeetmn  of  the 
sugar  doties,  in  a  propoeition  going  oMieh 
further  than  her  Majesty's  Government*-* 
giving  less  protection  to  the  eoleoiea,  aad 
being  more  favourable  to  iba  eenenmer, 
and  less  to  the  colonial  interest,  but  it  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Hnskiason'a  former  coU 
leagues.  The  hon.  Gentleman,  I  believe^ 
voted  for  It,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Member  for  Tamwortb,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  fer  Cms* 
bridge,  opposed  it,  and  the  propeeitfon 
failed.  I  bate  no  henlatioD  in  aayisf, 
that  if  that  measure  had  been  carried  at 
that  time,  the  beneficial  results  Io  tkne  cooa^ 
merce  and  finances  of  this  coontiy,  as  mall 
as  the  general  comforia  of  the  peopio, 
would  have  been  incalcttlable.  What  van 
the  next  considerable  attempt  to  mtkm  a 
change  in  the  eommereial  system  of  the 
country  ?  It  was  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment  of  Lord  Grey,  of  whieh  the  aoMe 
Lord,  the  Member'  for  North  Laoeashira, 
was  a  Member.  Tbey  brmight  forward 
the  timber  duties,  and  encoantered  the 
party  oppesitkn  of  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo* 
site.  That  partv  oppositioa  was  sneeeas* 
ful.  I  am  afraid  tboae  proteeled  classes 
are  so  strong  in  the  ootmtry,  and  the  liSgia-^ 
latere,  that  if  public  men,  in  opposition, 
will  make  those  questions  party  qaastlons 
— if  tbey  make  use  of  them  to  harass  and 
embarrass  the  Government  to  which  they 
are  opposed — then  there  never  can  bo  a 
Government  strong  enoagh  to  carry  com- 
mercial reforms  into  efiect.  The  questioa 
of  the  timber  duties  failed  in  that  manner. 
I  am  not  surprised  that  the  succeeding 
Government  were  slow  and  relnctant  in 
proposing  considerable  alteratioos  in  our 
commercial  ewing^jpfylg.,  ^Ut^n^t  that 
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Ibere  it  gre»t  6f  tl  in  propoting  qtsesUoot 
of  Ibis  Datttre,  unkst  there  is  tome  chance 
of  ctrrying  them  into  effect.  It  is  the 
duty  of  a  Oorernment  fairly  to  weigbi  on 
their  own  retponsibility,  the  danger  and 
evil  of  leaving  ibinga  as  tbey  aie,  with 
tbe  batard  of  mooting  such  queetioos*  And 
I  moat  say,  the  conduct  of  bon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  with  the  bon.  exception  of  the 
lamented  Mr.  Peregrine  Courteney.  when 
tbe  qnetliOB  of  the  timber  duties  was 
biongbt  forward^  was  such  aa  to  greatly 
diaconittge  all  attempts  at  the  improve- 
ment of  OQff  commercial  system.  After 
tbe  eiperienoe  of  that  questiony  tbe 
Qofemmeni  was  reluctant  to  bring  tou 
ward  any  great  measure  of  this  de« 
aettptidM.  It  was  also  to  be  observed, 
tbat  whenever  the  question  of  cora-laws 
waa  brought  forward  by  independent 
Meaibers,  it  waa  defeaud  by  large  m^jo* 
joties.  At  tbe  same  time,  this  waa  very 
oaeeffvable  in  the  debates  on  tbe  Corn* 
lawe,  in  tbe  eoorse  of  argument  taken 
especially  by  tbe  right  bon.  Baronet,  tbe 
the  Member  for  Tamwortb.  Gentlemen 
eoonceted  with  tbe  agricultural  interest 
deaired  ns  to  look  to  the  whole  commer. 
eiri  system  of  tbe  conntry,  intimating  tbat 
if  altecmtmns  were  necessary,  justice 
sboold  be  done  to  all  classes,  and  that  in 
that  case,  tbev  would  not  be  indisposed 
(D  ft  re«oottsideratiea  of  the  Corn«laws. 
We  thooght,  therefore,  Ctbough  the  event 
bos  disappotttted  u&),  when  we  made  up 
our  minds  to  aobmit  the  whole  com* 
mereial  system  for  revision, '  tbat  it  was  a 
fair  and  favourable  opportunity  to  ask  that 
powcrfnl  httded  interest  to  consider  whe« 
tlMT  their  interests  shoakl  not  come  under 
aiofttion  along  with  all  tbe  other  in* 
I  of  the  ooontry»  I  am  told  tbat  the 
i  of  the  Gorernment  brought  for* 
ward  last  Session,  had  all  the  appearance 
of  preetpitation  and  baste,  and  tbat  it  was 
iaipessible  to  believe  the  Ooverament  in 
enmeet.  I  cannot  make  out  the  grounds 
flbt  tbnt  Hapolation.  Those  measure  were 
pot  IbUy  beforo  tbe  House.  We  began 
with  an  important  bill  affecting  tbe  trade 
of  tbe  ooloDies,  it  being,  I  conceive,  a 
neeassecy  preparation  before  meddling 
with  the  duties  on  colonial  produce,  to 
redress  the  grievances  of  the  colonies 
tbemselves.  That  nieasore,  if  it  had 
been  sncdesi^ut,  wonld  have  given  most 

X'tant  relief  to  the  West  Indies,  by 
iof  tbe  exorbitant  duties  now  levied 
on  all  importe  into  tbet  cooutry.    The 


right  bon.  Gentleman  proceeded  to.eaprem 
a  hope,  that  whatever  course  the  Hous^ 
might  think  fit  to  pursue,  with  regard  to 
the  import  duties  of  this  country,  they 
would  take  into  consideration  the  hard« 
ships  to  which  the  West  Indies  were  sub- 
jected; because,  more  particularly   now 
that  the  produce  of  the  East  Indies  had 
been  admitted  to  the  markets  of    this 
country  on  the  same  footing,  nothing  could 
be  more  unjust  than  to  leave  the  West  Io« 
dies,  subject  to  those  excessivs  burdens 
under  which  they  were  now  labouring.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  help  repeating  that 
which  he  had  said  last  Session,  that  he 
thought  that  the  measuse  which  he  then 
proposed  could  never  be  characterised  as  a 
violent  measure.    It  was,  too,  a  measure 
tbat,  whatever  .might  be  thought  of  other 
measurea  proposed  by  him,  was  one  which 
oould  in  a  certain  sense  be  said  to  stand 
well  upon  its  merits.     Whatever,  then 
might  be  the  merits  of  other  measures  pro* 
posed  by  them,  the  state  of  the  West  In- 
dian interests  were  such  as  to  call  for  thekr 
immediate  Qonsideration.    Let  them  look, 
be  would  say,  to  tbe  quantity  of  sugar  im-« 
ported  into  this  country  in  tbe  first  six 
months  of  1840,  and  then  compare  it  with 
the  Quantity  imported  in    the  first   six 
montns  of  the  year  1841.    It  would  show 
bow  little  could  be  relied  upon  the  asser* 
tioBs  of  those  who  said  that  they  could 
calculate  upon  a  full  supply  of  sugar  from 
the  West  Indies.    In  t^e  first  six  months 
of  1840,  the  imports  of  West  India  sugar 
was  899,000  cwt.    In  1841,  the  supply 
was  707,000  cwt.  being  a  diminution  of 
nearly   M0,000    cwt.    from    the    West 
Indies.    These  were  facts  tbat  justified 
him  in  saying  tbat  the  attention  of  the. 
House  ought  to  be  immediately  directed 
to  this  subject  s  because  he  thought  that 
these  facts  made  out  a  case  of  tbe  abso«- 
lute  necessary  and  imperative  justice  of 
the    claim    of   the  West  Indians  upon 
them.    He  hoped,  then,  that  whatever 
might  be  the  opinions  of  Gentlemen  upon 
other  questions,  that,  at  Wast,  this  most 
crying    grievance,  as  it   affected    West 
Indian  interests,  would  not  be  negleoted* 
It  waafolt  by  the  Ministry  tbat  they  were 
justified  in  coming  before  that  Hoose  and 
calling  its  attentioo  to  the  three  greatest 
articles  of  oonsamption  in  this  country* 
He  must  own  that  be  hsd  heard  with 
great  astonishment  bis  bon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  the  West  Riding,  say,  tbat  ho 
too,  was  ft  friend  toi|efiJUa4^liiit,.tbeo,  be 
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would  not  meddle  with  the  articles  which 
had  beeo  mentioned  in  their  budget*  His 
bon.  Friend  was  a  free  trader ;  but  then  he 
would  except  from  free  trade  the  trifling 
articles  of  corn,  of  sugar,  and  of  timber. 
Was  his  hon.  Friend  to  say  that  he  was  a 
Friend  to  some  alteration,  but  not  to  so 
great  alterations  as  the  present  Govern- 
ment had  proposed  — -  surely  his  hon. 
Friend  could  not  say  that  the  alterations 
proposed  by  them  were  eicessive.  They 
were  much  more  moderate  than  the  pro- 
posal of  Mr.  Huskisson  and  of  Mr.  Grant. 
Their  measure,  it  was  to  be  remembered, 
would  leave  a  protection  of  50  per  cent. 
If  then  there  was  a  change  in  the  sugar 
duties,  the  alteration  proposed  would  not 
have  been  as  great  as  that  which  had 
formeriy  been  submitted  to  the  House. 
As  to  com«  more  violent  proposals  than 
these  had  been  made  by  some  who  sat  on 
the  opposite  side ;  and  he  did  not  ex- 
pect to  find  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
West  Riding  to  denounce  their  proposal 
with  respect  to  the  timber  duties  as  very 
wild  or  very  extravagant.  For  himself, 
he  must  say  that,  so  far  from  having  al- 
tered any  opinion  that  he  had  expressed 
last  Session  with  respect  to  the  Sugar- 
duties,  that  everything  that  had  occurred 
since  had  greatlv  tended  to  confirm  the 
opinions  that  he  had  then  given  utterance 
to.    But  what  was  the  state,  what  the 

E resent  condition  of  the  sugar  trade  f  He 
eld  in  his  hand  a  return  of  the  quantity 
of  sugar  taken  into  consumption  for  six 
months,  that  was  from  January  to  June  in 
the  present  year.  They  had  it  was  to  be 
observed,  been  promised  last  year  that 
they  would  have  plenty  of  sugar  for  their 
consumption  here,  and  that  the  revenue 
would  not  be  injured.  With  this  produc- 
tion full  in  their  recollection,  then,  let 
them  compare  the  amount  of  consumption 
and  of  revenue  for  the  first  six  montns  of 
last  year,  and  the  corresponding  months 
of  the  present  year.  He  found  that  the 
quantity  consumed  in  the  first  six  months 
of  1840,  was  2,060,000  cwt.  of  sugar, 
and  that  for  the  same  period  in  1841,  the 
quantity  consumed  was  1,861,600  cwt.  of 
sugar.  The  falling  off  in  the  revenue  al- 
lowing for  the  5  per  cent  additional  duty 
impoMd,  was,  in  the  six  months  of  this 
year,  compared  with  the  six  months  of  the 
previous  year  278,000/.  Now,  he  really 
thought  that  the  event  proved  that  they  were 
justified  in  seeking,  as  they  had  done,  for 
a  revision  of  the  sugar  duties,  when  they  { 


were  at  the  same  time  seeking  to  improve 
the  revenue,  and  to  increase  the  con- 
sumption of  the  article  in  the  country. 
But  the  hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding 
had  expressed  his  surprise  that  he  had 
taken  this  course  with  regard  to  the  sugar 
duties,  when  he  had  opposed  a  motion  on 
the  same  subject  made  in  the  year  1839. 
It  was  to  be  observed  that  the  sugar 
duties  were  comprised  in  an  annual  bill, 
which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Ministry  to 
propose.     In    the    discussion    that  took 
place  upon  this  subject  last  year,  the  right 
non.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Tamworth 
had  fairly  admitted  that  the  opposition 
which  he  had  offered  in  the  preceding 
year  did  not  preclude  him  from  adopting 
the  course  which  he  pursued  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.    He  had  on  that  occasion 
stated,  that  he  did  not  oppose  the  prin- 
ciple  that  was  contended    for;    but  it 
it  was  only  a  question  of  time.  There  was 
no  inconsistency  in  the  course  that  he  had 
pursued.    The  only  inconsistency  would 
have  been,  that  when  he  was  prepared  for 
a  general  revision  of  their  commercial  du- 
ties, they  had  omitted  such  an  article  as  that 
of  sugar.     Now,  then,  to  the  question  of 
trade  in  corn.     He  must  say,  that  he  had 
listened  with  the  most  intense  anxiety,  and 
so,  he  was  sure,  must   the  country   at 
large,  that  it  would  feel  the  most  intense 
anxiety  to  know  what  were  the  views  and 
opinions  of  the  party  opposite  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Corn-laws.    He  must  confess, 
that  the  manner  in  which  they  were  men* 
tioned  appeared  to  him  very  enigmatical ; 
however,  he  must  say  this,  that  upon  the 
whole  he  gathered  hope  from  it,  because 
he  could  not   conceive   that  any  party 
would  say  the  things  in  the  solemn  manner 
that  they  were  uttered  to  her  Majesty  in 
the  passage  he  was  about  to  read  to  them, 
unless  they  had  made  up  their  minds  to 
take  the  present  subject  of  the  Corn-laws 
into  their  consideration,  with  a  view  to 
their  alteration.    He  conld  not  conceive 
any  course  to   be  more  dangerous;   he 
could  not  conceive  any  course  to  be  more 
pregnant  with  peril  than  spargere  voces  m 
vulgum  ambiguas  upon  such  a  subject  as 
this.    No  course  could  be  more  improper 
than  to  state  to  her  Majesty— 

**  That  we  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  Impor« 
tance  of  these  considerations,  to  which  her 
Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  direct 
oor  attention  in  reference  to  the  commerce 
and  revenue  of  the  country,  and  to  the  laws 
which  regulate  the  trade  in  com.''  t 
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The  Address  then  goes  on  to  say :-« 

<'That  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  humbly  to 
Bubmit  to  her  Majesty  that  it  is  essential  to 
the  satisfectory  results  of  our  deliberations 
upon  these  and  other  matters  of  public  con- 
cern, that  her  Majesty's  Qovernment  should 
possess  the  confidence  of  this  House  and  of  the 
country,  and  respectfully  to  represent  to  her 
Majesty  that  that  confidence  is  not  reposed  in 
the  present  advisers  of  her  Majesty." 

He    could   conceive  no  course  to  be 
more   improper    and    no    course    to  be 
more    dangerous,    than    using  language 
of  this  kind,  if  they  were  not  prepared 
to  look  to  the  Corn-laws,   with  a  view 
to  their   alteration;    and  sure  he  was, 
that    it    would    be    more    fair,    that  it 
wonld  be  more  just,  that  it  would  be  more 
honest,  that  it  would  be  more  consistent 
with  their  doty,  as  a  great  party,  if  they 
were  determined  to  crush  the  hopes  of  the 
country,  if  they  had  made  up  their  minds 
so  to  act,  plainly  to  have  stated  it,  and 
not  to  have  used  such  language  as  this,  if 
they  intended  it  as  a  mere  delusion.    He 
therefore  confessed,  that  as  far  as  he  was 
able  to  understand  the  enigmatical  lan- 
guage of   the  amendment,  that,  on  the 
whole,  he  was  inclined  to  hope  from  it, 
that  the  conviction  was  forced  upon  them, 
that  the  time  was  come  when  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  reconsider  the  Corn- 
laws.  \^Hear,  hear.^  If  that  time  were  not 
come  now,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  understand 
when  it  would  ever  come.    He  confessed, 
Uiat  when  they  had  before  them  the  expe- 
rience of  the  last  two  years,  and  compared 
them  with  the  predictions  that  the  Corn- 
laws  would  produce  steadiness  of  price, 
and  at  the  same  time  give  them  an  abund- 
ant supply  and  a  re|;ular  trade— if,  when 
they  saw  those  predictions  so  completely 
falsified,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
quantity  of  experience  could  ever  touch 
their  minds.    He  must  remind  the  House, 
that  it  was  not  a  question  as  to  whether 
they  were  to  have  a  corn-trade  or  not, 
for  they  had  a  corn-trade — a  very  large 
corn-trade — an  increasing  corn*trade  with 
foreign  countries.    He  held  in  his  hand  an 
average  return  of  wheat  consumed  in  Great 
Britain  during  the  present  century.   From 
1801  to  1811,  the  average  return  for  each 
year  was    505,500    quarters,    including 
70,000  quarters  of  Irish  wheat  consumed 
in  this  country.    The  yearly  average  for 
the    next    decennial  period,  from   1811 
to  1821  was  606,000  quarters.     From 
1821  to  1831  it  was  995,000  quarters ; 
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and  from  1831  to  1840,  the  average  on 
each  year  of  corn  imported  was  1,500,000 
quarters.     The  question  then  was,  not 
whether  they  were  to  have  a  corn* trade  at 
all,  but  on  what  principle  that  corn-trade 
was   to   be  conducted.     In    that    case, 
what  then  was  to  become  of  the  propo- 
sitions of  those  who    spoke  of   making 
this  country  independent  of  foreign  na- 
tions ?   They  had  not  rendered  themselves 
independent  of  the  foreign  supply ;    and 
he  would  go  further,  and  say,  God  forbid 
that  they  could  do  it  I   It  would  not  be  to 
the  advantage  of  themselves  nor  of  the 
world  if  they  did  so.    There  was  another 
consideration  connected  with  this  subject 
which  he  could  not  help  adverting  to.   He 
did  so,  because  he  did  not  observe  that  it 
had  been  before  alluded  to  in  that  House, 
and  yet  it  was  one  that  he  felt  to  be  of 
considerable  importance.    He  had  to  ob- 
serve, that  in  the  return  he  had  read  was 
included  the  quantity  of  corn  sent  from 
Ireland,  as  well  as  from  their  colonies  and 
foreign  countries.    It  was  a  remarkable 
fact,  that  up  to  the  year  1833,  the  quan- 
tity of  corn  sent  from  Ireland  was  steadily 
on  the  increase ;  but  that  since  1833  the 
quantity  of  corn  from  Ireland  was  steadily 
and  constantly  decreasing.    In  1833,  for 
he  would  not  trouble  them  with  the  figures 
of  the  preceding  years,  the  quantity  of 
com  imported  from  Ireland  was  884,000 
quarters,  that  was  including  corn  and 
flour:   in  1834  it  was  779,000  quarters ; 
in   1835,  661,000    quarters;    in    1836, 
598,000    quarters;     in    1837,    534,000 
quarters;    in    1838,    524,000   quarters; 
in  1839,  258,000  quarters;  and  in  1840, 
174,000  quarters.     It  was,  he  felt,  right 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
subject,  because  in  his  opinion,  it  was  an 
important  consideration  as  connected  with 
the  corn-trade.    He  hoped  and  believed, 
that  a  diminution  in  the  supply  of  com 
from  Ireland  was  not  to  be  taken  as  a 
proof  of  the  want  of  prosperity  in  that 
country ;  but  that  it  was  to  be  traced  di- 
rectly to  the  increasing  prosperity  in  that 
country.    The  first  reason  he  believed  to 
be  assigned  for  this  falling  off  in  the  sup- 
ply from  Ireland  was  the  consumption  of 
more  corn  by  the  Irish  themselves.  There- 
fore it  was,  that  the  supply  here  was  less 
than  it  used  to  be.    The  other  great  rea- 
son for  the  falling-off  was  the  great  extent 
of  the  cattle  trade  In  Ireland.    Owing  to 
steam-boat  communication,  and  the  facil- 
ity of  having  a  better  market  for  Uie  sale 
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of  meat  and  live  stock,  the  agricttltariits 
in  Ireland  produced articlea  of  tbatdescrip* 
tion,  and  they  were  thus  in  a  great  degree 
diverted  from  the  cultivation  of  corn.  As 
he  did  not  recollect  that  this  part  of  the 
subject  had  been  particularly  referred  to 
before,  he  thought  it  worth  while  to  call 
attention  to  it  on  the  present  occasion. 
But  if,  as  he  had  said  before,  Gentlemen 
who  had  hitherto  been  opposed  to  the  al- 
teration of  the  Corn-laws,  were  not  con- 
vinced, by  the  experience  of  the  last  two 
years,  he  must  despair  of  anything  short 
of  a  famine  convincing  them  that  an  al- 
teration was  necessary.  This  was  a  very 
wide  subject,  but  there  was  one  branch  of 
it  so  very  important,  and  the  entire  system 
received  so  complete  an  illustration  from 
it,  that  he  could  not  help  trespassing  upon 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  by  adverting 
to  it ;  it  was  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  system  of  averages  taken  together 
with  the  sliding  scale  worked.  He  could 
wish,  while  dealing  with  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  that  he  might  be  favoured  with 
the  attention  of  hon.  Gentlemen.  Con- 
nected with  the  landed  interest,  he 
thought  he  would  be  able  to  convince 
them  that  such  a  system  of  fraud  and  of 
gambling  as  the  present  Corn-laws  had 
introduced,  never  before  was  permitted — 
it  was  a  system,  he  was  sure,  ruinous  to 
the  fair  dealer,  iniurious  to  the  country  at 
large,  most  baleful  to  those  connected 
with  the  land,  most  ruinous  to  the  honest 
merchant,  and  that  only  sustained  a  trade, 
that  could  alone  be  compared  to  that  car- 
ried on  at  Newmarket  and  the  hazard 
tables.  His  attention  had  been  called  to 
this  subject  last  year.  Some  gentlemen 
connected  ^lih  the  landed  interest  com- 
plained to  him  that  there  were  very  ex- 
tensive frauds  carried  on  in  the  corn  mar- 
ket, and  that  the  object  of  those  frauds 
was  to  affect  the  averages.  He  inquired 
into  this  subject,  and  he  found  the  com- 
plaints made  to  him  were  perfectly  true, 
that  they  were  subetantially  correct ;  but 
then  the  means  of  preventing  them  were 
totally  out  of  his  power.  He  asked  the 
respectable  gentlemen,  who  made  the 
communication  to  him,  to  point  ont  the 
means  by  which  the  fraud  conld  be  pre- 
vented, and  they  acknowledged  that  it  was 
totally  impossible  to  prevent  that  which 
was  then  taking  place.  The  information 
that  was  then  received  was,  that  there  was 
a  very  large  quantity  of  corn  in  bonded 
warehouses,  and  that  corn  merchants  wef« 
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combining  together,  by  fictitious  sales,  so 
as  to  admit  the  corn  then  bonded  at  a 
low  duty.  H^  had  moved  for  a  rec- 
tum, which  was  then  on  the  Table  of 
the  House,  and  which  would  elucidate 
the  manner  in  which  the  fraud  was  ef- 
fected. Those  returns  would  show  the 
number  of  Quarters  of  wheat  sold  in  the 
London  market,  at  the  end  of  July,  and 
during  the  month  of  August.  It  would 
be  seen  that  the  quantity  was  very  con- 
siderable. On  the  24th  July,  the  quan- 
tity sold  was  II ,000 quarters ;  31st  July, 
14,000  quarters;  7th  August,  19,000 
quarters:  14ih  August  12,000  quarters; 
2] St  August,  15,000  quarters;  and  28th 
August  15,000  quarters.  He  compared 
then  the  quantity  of  corn  that  was  sold  at 
other  times,  in  order  that  he  might  see 
how  far  this  state  of  things  differed  from 
the  natural  state  of  the  London  market 
He  found  that  the  sales  were  (bur  times 
as  great  as  what  under  ordhiary  circum- 
stances took  place.  He  then  endeavoured 
to  ascertain  what  was  the  effect  of  these 
sales.  Of  course  these  sales  were  effected 
at  fictitious  prices.  Sacrifices  were  made 
by  those  who  sold,  for  the  purpose  of  in* 
fluencing  the  weekly  average.  He  endea- 
voured then  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  all 
this.  He  asked  for  returns  of  the  average 
prices  in  the  London  market,  as  well  as 
m  the  rest  of  the  country.  He  bad  his 
returns  of  the  six  weeks*  averages  in  the 
countrv,  exclusive  of  London,  and  a  re* 
turn,  fncluding  the  London  market,  and 
the  effect  of  the  averages  which  regu- 
lated the  importation  of  corn.  He  found, 
then ,  this  to  be  the  case ;  that  by  the  time 
the  averages  came  into  operation  on  the 
28(h  of  August,  and  that  the  object  of 
the  speculators  was  accomplished  •^  on 
the  28th  of  August,  the  average  price  in 
the  London  market  was  79s,  &!.,  the 
average  price  in  the  whole  kingdom  in* 
eluding  London,  was  72s.  4^.,  and  by 
that  the  effect  desired  was  produced.  But 
then  the  six  weeks'  average  price,  exclu- 
sive of  the  London  market  was  70s.  10^., 
therefore  it  was  to  be  assumed  70s.  lOd. 
was  the  fair  and  natural  price  of  the  com  ; 
but  instead  of  70s.  IO(f.,  the  London  mar- 
ket had  made  it  72s.  4d. ;  and  the  conte* 
quenee  was,  that  instead  of  the  doCj 
being  6$.  8rf.,  which  the  law  intended  it 
should  be,  the  duty  obtained  was  only 
2s.  8d.,  and  this  took  place  in  the  first 
week  in  September,  by  which  1,217,000 
quarters  of  foreign  corn  were  introduced 
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bn  th6  payment  of  a  duty  of  9>s.  Bd.  He 
wished  to  call  especiallv  the  attention  of 
Gentlemen  of  the  landecf  interest  to  those 
fticts,  because  they  must  see  from  them 
that  the  present  system  only  furnished  a 
protection  to  gambling  speculators,  who 
plaved  upon  the  averages,  and  which 
really  deprived  the  landed  interest  of  that 
advantage  which  the  Legislature  intended 
to  give  them,  and  made  the  trade  in  corn 
most  injurious  to  the  ptiblic  at  large.  The 
course  of  the  corn  trade  at  present  was 
this,  4hat  it  gave  no  protection  against 
scarcity.  It  did  not  operate  in  reduc- 
ing the  price  of  food  until  after  the 
lapse  of  several  weeks,  of  very  high 
prices,  and  until  there  had  been  great 
lufTering  and  privation  on  the  part  of 
the  people.  At  the  very  time  that  he 
was  thus  speaking,  he  was  sure  that  there 
was  no  one  who  heard  him  who  would 
not  say,  that  the  present  price  of  corn 
was  a  national  calamity.  Re  did  not  ex- 
pect to  hear  any  gentleman  connected 
with  the  landed  interest  who  would  not 
say  that  he  deeply  regretted  the  price 
which  bread  had  reached  during  several 
Weeks.  And  yet  the  Warehouses  were  full 
of  bofided  corn.  There  Were  considerably 
ttore  than  800,000  quarters  of  foreign 
corn  in  bonded  warehouses^  but  none 
cOuld  come  out  of  it.  On  the  contrary, 
every  body  knew  that  none  would  be  brought 
imt  at  the  present  extravagant  duty — and 
gretft  suffering  there  must  be  endured, 
tinttt  at  length  (he  averages  were  raised 
to  the  famine  price,  and  then  the  corn 
would  come  in  at  a  shilling.  Thus  it  hap- 
pened, that  instead  of  the  corn  being  gra- 
dually diffused  over  the  country,  and  to 
ita  great  advantage,  it  was  now  cooped 
up  in  their  warehouses,  and  it  would  just 
come  otit  at  that  moment  when  Provi- 
dence might  bless  them  with  an  abund- 
ant harvest — and  when,  instead  of  their 
farmers  being  able  to  rejoice  in  the  bless- 
ing that  heaven  had  bestowed  upon  them, 
they  would  find  themselves  encountered 
by  a  million  and  a  half  of  fbreign  corn 
thrown  into  the  market,  at  a  nominal 
duty.  It  was  obvious  what  the  effect  of 
all  this  mi^ht  be.  The  price  would  be 
artificially  Towered  at  the  very  moment 
when  their  poor  and  needy  farmers  would 
be  obliged  to  go  int«  the  market  and 
to  dispose  of  their  produce.  And  yet 
they  were  told  that  this  was  a  sys- 
tem by  which  the  landed  interest  was 
benefited,   and   that    for   their    advan- 


tage it  was  to  be  maintained  whatever 
might  be  the  desolation,  and  howsoever 
great  the  misery  it  entailed  upon  other 
classes.  His  hon.  Friend,  the  Member 
for  the  West  Riding,  had  said  nothing  of 
what  his  opinion  was  as  to  the  Corn-laws, 
but  he  told  them  that  he  came  there  to 
speak  the  sentiments  of  a  great  constitu- 
ency. Feeling  that  he  did  so,  he  should 
indeed  be  greatly  surprised  to  hear  his 
hon.  Friend  say,  that  the  opinion  of  his 
constituents  was  favourable  to  the  present 
Corn-laws.  He  confessed  that  if  he  could 
have  heard  that  the  opinion  of  the  West 
Riding,  was  favourable  to  the  Corn-laws 
he  should  have  heard  it  with  despair,  with 
the  utmost  despondency,  considering  that 
he  attached  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
satisfactory  settlement  of  this  question. 
His  hon.  Friend  had  been  particularly 
cautious  in  what  he  said  upon  this  matter ; 
but  he  was  quite  sUre  that  whatever  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  there  might  be  on 
other  subjects,  yet,  as  to  the  present  Corn- 
laws,  they  were  unanimously  disapproved 
of  by  the  mercantile  and  tnanufacturing 
interests.  His  present  object  was  to  urge 
iipoh  the  House  to  take  the  subject  of  the 
Corn-laws  into  consideration.  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  did  not  conceal  from 
this  House  or  the  country  what  their  opi- 
nion was  on  this  subject ;  for  they  could 
not  understand  why  there  should  be  one 
system  for  trade  in  corn  and  another  system 
for  trade  in  other  articles.  There  was  some- 
thing so  strange  and  so  paradoxical  in  as- 
serting that  a  difference  ought  to  be  made, 
that  the  burden  of  proof  rested,  in  his 
opinion,  upon  those  who  maintained  a 
principle  adverse  to  the  true  policy  of  this 
country.  If  it  was  thought  right  to  give 
protection  to  agriculture,  he  believed  a 
fixed  duty  would  be  the  most  rational  and 
least  burthensome  mode  of  giving  it.  If  that 
were  done,  then  a  merchant  would  know 
what  was  to  be  depended  upon.  Then 
men  would  embark  in  a  trade  in  corn, 
because  it  would  be  certain,  and  not  find 
themselves  at  one  daV  met  with  a  duty  of 
U.  and  the  next  with  a  duty  of  20;. 
Certainty  was  a  sound  principle  as  ap- 
plied to  corn,  as  well  as  to  any  other  arti- 
cle. At  the  same  time  he  must  admit, 
that,  without  adopting  the  fixed  dutv,  the 
present  system  of  Corn-laws  might  be 
found  susceptible  of  very  great  ameliora- 
tion;  indeed  that  it  could  he  worse  he 
could  not  conceive.  There  could  scarely 
be  a  change  proposed. tljaUnp^^^otJie  an 
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improvement  upon  the  present  absurd  sys- 
tem ;  but  still  he  believed  that  the  nearer 
they  approached  to  a  fixed  duty  the  better. 
He  did  not  say  but  that  by  preserving  the 
name  of  a  sliding  scale,  great  good  might 
be  effected ;  but  slill,  he  observed,  that  as 
far  as  there  was  or  might  be  uncertainty 
in  the  Corn-trade^  there  would  be,  pro 
tantOf    injury   done  to  the    community. 
He,  therefore,  could  only  say,  that  he 
retained  the  opinions  that  he  had  given 
expression  to  last  Session,  namely,  that 
whatever  protection  they  gave  to  the  agri- 
culturists, they  ought  to  give  it  in  the 
shape  of  a  moderate  fixed  duty;  and  that, 
considering  all  the  circumstances,  such  an 
arrangement  would  be  the  most  beneficial 
for  the  country.     But  these  were  the  mea- 
sures that  her  Majesty's  Government  had 
laid  before  the  House  and  the  public,  and 
considering  what  were  the  finances  of  the 
country,  they  proposed  measures  that  they 
believed  would  be  advantageous  to  their 
commercial  interest^  while  they  supplied 
the  deficiencies  of  the  State.     He  was  as- 
tonished to  find  his  hon.  Friend  express 
surprise  at  the  budget  that  was  proposed 
by    her    Majesty's    Government.      They 
thought  that  the  time  was  come  when  it 
was  incumbent  on  the  House  to  take  a 
calm  and  deliberate  view  of  the  Import 
duties  of  the  country,  which  at  the  same 
time  would  relieve  their  trade  and  increase 
the  revenue.  He  did  not  mean  to  enter  into 
the  whole  of  this  question,  but  he  would 
take  for  instance  one  branch  of  the  Import 
duties  which  was  connected  with  the  corn 
duties — the  duties  upon  provisions  from 
abroad.    He  could  not  conceive  why  they 
should  prohibit,  as  in  effect  they  did,  the 
importation  of  live  stock.     He  was  very 
glad  in  the  last  Session  to  hear  Mr.  Her- 
ries  say,  that  he  entirely  concurred  with 
himself  on  this  point.     He  hoped  that  this 
was  an  opinion  that  was  entertained  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite.    They 
ought  to  have  no  duties  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  bacon,  potatoes,  and  such 
other  articles.    These  were  things  that 
he    hoped  would  be    amended.      There 
was  another  important  branch  of  these 
duties  which  he  thought  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  them  to  examine  into.    He 
meant  the  duties,  that  they  imposed  upon 
the  raw  materials  of  various  manufactures. 
To  give  a  single  instance,  look  at  the  dup- 
lies upon  foreign  copper*  and  the  effect  it 
had  upon  manufactures.     Were  Gentle- 
men aware  of  what  was  the  effect  of  the 


present  system  with  rega  d  to  foreign  oop 
per?      They  prohibited   foreign    coppe 
from  consumption  in  this  countrv.    They 
allowed  it  to  be  smelted  in  bond,  but  not 
rolled  in  bond.    The  Members  for  Bir- 
mingham would  bear  him  out  in  this  state- 
ment.   The  price  of  copper  in  England, 
compared  with  what  it  was  abroad,  was  a 
great  grievance  to  a  great  branch  of  their 
manufactures.     The  consequence  of  the 
present  system   was,  that  this  country, 
where,  owing  to  the  price  of  fuel  and  their 
skill,  copper  could  be  smelted  best  and 
cheapest,  allowed  it  to  be  brought  in  and 
smelted,  in  bond,  and  then  to  be  sent  to 
a  foreign  country,  so  that  their  own  means 
of  smelting  copper  ^ere  turned  against 
themselves,  and  were  given  as  an  advant- 
age to  foreigners.    We  did  not  allow  cop- 
per to  be  rolled  in  this  country.    We  in- 
sisted upon  restricting  the  manufacture  to 
the  produce  of  our  own  mines.  What  was 
the  consequence  to  the  shipping  interest? 
and  this  was  a  most  important  question. 
The  consequence  was,  that  foreign  ships 
were  coppered  more  cheaply  than  English 
ships.    These  things  had,  be  could  assure 
the  House,  a  great  effect  upon  trade ;  and 
struggling  as  they  were  with  foreign  rivals, 
they  could  not  afford  to  throw  away  any 
advantage.     He  did  not  refer  to  this  sub- 
ject as  a  matter  of  revenue-'he  only  al- 
luded to  it  to  illustrate  the  position  be  had 
advanced,  that  he  was  satisfied,  that  they 
might,  with  perfect  safety  to  the  revaouet 
make  those  relaxations  in  the  Import  du- 
ties, which  might  very  materially  diminish 
the  pressure  that  existed  upon  the  com- 
mercial and  manufacturing  classes..  Of 
the  existence  of  that  pressure,  he  imagined 
there  could   be  no  doubt.     He   appre- 
hended, that  they  would  not  on  this  occa- 
sion, as  on  former  occasions  when  they 
discussed  the  question  of  Corn-laws,  hear 
a  denial  of  any  particular  pressure.     Un- 
fortunately, its  existence  was  so  notorious, 
that  it  could  not  be  denied  by  any  one 
conversant  with  the  real  state  of  things  in 
this  country.     His  belief  was,  that  this 
state  of  things  was  connected  in  a  very 
considerable  degree  with  the  want  of  em- 
ployment that  prevailed  throughout  the 
manufacturing  districts,  caused,  as  it  was, 
by  the  want  of  demand  for  our  manufac- 
tures in  the  foreign    markets — markets, 
which    they    were  losing,  because  they 
would  not  consent  to  take  in  return  the 
only  produce  that  they  could  send.     He 
wished  particularly  to  call  thp  attention  of 
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the  hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  to  two  important  branches  of 
trade,  which  affected  the  constituencies 
he  represented ;   he  alluded  to  woollens 
and  to  hardware    and    cutlery.     In  the 
last  returns  the  export  of  British    pro- 
duce   in   the  article,   of   hardware    and 
cutlery    in    the    year    1841,     as    com- 
pared with   1840j  showed  a  diminution 
of  483,000/.,  the  export  for  the  year  1841 
amounting  to  1, 345,88  U.,  while  that  for 
1840,  amounted  to  1,828,521/.     In  the 
woollen  trade,  the  decrease  was  still  more 
considerable.     In   1840>  the  export  was 
6,271,645/.,  while  in  1841,  it  amounted 
t>Dly  to  5,336,275/.,  showing  a  diminu- 
tion of  935,000/.     Upon  eleven  articles 
of  British  produce  exported  there  had  been 
in  the  year  1841,  a  decrease  of  1,383,000/. 
This  was  a  state  of  things  well  deserving 
the  attention  of  the  House.    These  were 
not  questions  that  could   be  postponed 
with  safety.    Foreign  maikets  once  lost, 
could  not  be  recovered  ;    industry  once 
paralysed,  could  not  be  easily  revived. 
He  did  believe  and  feel,  that  it  would  be 
indeed  a  fatal  policy  if  that  House  were  to 
suffer  any  consideration  to  divert  their 
attention  from  the  immediate  discussion 
of  those  measures  by  which  this  state  of 
things  was  to  be  met  and  remedied.     He 
trusted,  that  the  Members  of  that  House, 
and  especially  those  connected  with  the 
landed    interest,    who   boasted  of  their 
predominance  and  power  in  the  House, 
would    not    commit    the    fatal    mistake 
of    disregarding   the    present    state    of 
things,   but   that   they  would    act    the 
wise  part  of  consulting  the  interests  of 
the  community  instead  of  neglecting  the 
complaints  and  interests  of  the   manu- 
fiictaring  classes.    He  quite  agreed,  that 
the   interests    of   the    landed    and    the 
manufacturing   classes    were    intimately 
connected,  but    he    thought   when   they 
came  to  questions  of  protection,  that  the 
case  had  not  been  fairly  stated.     He  did 
not  think,  that  they  had  a  right  to  protect 
the  land  as  against  the  interests  of  manu- 
fectures.      He  thought  it  a    matter  of 
course,  that  if  trade  and  commerce  flour- 
ished, agriculture  must  flourish  likewise. 
He  defied  any  one  to  show  him  in  any 
country  of  the  world,  at  any  period  of 
history,  where  there  was  a  great  commer- 
cial   and   agricultural    community,  that 
such  country  was  not  prosperous.     He 
would  say,  then,  ''  Take  care  of  trade, 
and  agriculture  will  take  care  of  itself." 


He  would  say,  that  if  by  artificial  and 
unnecessary  restrictions,   they  tampered 
with  the  commerce  of  the  country,  the 
ruin    might   begin  with  commerce,  but 
it  would  end  with   agriculture.     There 
was  one  other  point  he  wished  to  advert 
to :  her  Majesty  had  invited  the  House  of 
Commons  to  consider  whether  a  variety  of 
duties,  trifling  in  amount,  might  not  be 
removed  without  any  danger  to  the  re* 
venue.      Any  one  who    had  attentively 
considered  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Import  Duties  Committee  would  have  no 
doubt  upon  the  subject.    There  were  349 
articles  which  produced   8,050/. ;   there 
were  132  articles  which  produced  only 
3,100/.;  and  147  articles,  which  not  only 
produced  no  duty,  but  upon  which  there 
was  a  drawback  amounting  to   5,000/. 
As  far,  therefore,  as  the  revenue  was  con« 
cerned,  he  was  sure,  that  if  they  responded 
to  the  invitation   of  her   Majesty,  they 
might,  without  any  danger  to  the  revenue, 
afford  considerable  facilities  to  the  trade 
of  the  country.     He  did  not  wish  to  de« 
tain  the   House  at  greater  length,  ahd 
would  only  say  for  himself,  that  he  truly 
rejoiced  that  the  time  had  come  when  that 
House  must  decide  upon  what  principles, 
and  by  what  persons,  the  affairs  of  the 
country  should  be  conducted.   He  hoped, 
certainly,    before    the    discussion    was 
brought  to  a  close,  before   the   House 
should  be   called    upon    to  express  an 
opinion,  that  some  more  ample  informa- 
tion would  be  afforded  as  to  what  were  the 
views  on  those  most  important  subjects  of 
Gentlemen  opposite.  [Laughter.]  Really 
the  Gentlemen  who  were  so  kind  as  to 
laugh  at  this  observation  seemed  to  think, 
that  there  was  only  one  question  of  any 
importance  to  be  considered,  namely,  who 
were  to  be  the  Ministers  of  th6  day.     He, 
for  his  own  part,  was  very  far  from  think- 
ing, that  that  was  a  question  of  no  im- 
portance.     He  did  not  profess  to  be  one 
of  those  who  believed  in  the  maxim  of 
**  measures  and  not  men."    He  thought  it 
was  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  that  House 
not  only  to  be  satisfied  as  to  the  measures 
proposed,  but  also  as  to  the  general  confi- 
dence they  had  in  the  persons  proposing 
those  measures.     He  thought  also,  at  a 
period  of  great  public  expectation,  when 
these  subjects  were  discussed  far  and  wide 
throughout  the    country,  and   when  the 
country  was  anxiously  expecting  to  hear 
the  opinions  of  the  representative  body, 
he  certainly  thought  the  country,  or  at 
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least  a  large  olasa  in  ihe  country,  would 
feel  considerable  disappointment  if  the 
only  result  of  their  deliberaiions  should 
turn  out  to  be  a  decision  as  to  the  substi- 
tution, by  her  Majesty,  of  one  set  of  men 
for  another,  and  if  they  refused  to  ex* 
press  an  opinion  upon  those  important 
subjects  which  her  Majesty  recommended 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  Those 
questions  had  been  alluded  to  in  very 
doubtful  and  ambiguous  language  in  the 
amendment.  It  might  be  possible,  that 
before  the  termination  of  the  debate,  that 
ambiguity  would  be  cleared  away.  Thai 
Gentlemen  opposite  should  announce  what 
course  they  would  adopt  with  regard  to 
particular  measures,  it  was  not  reasonable 
to  expect ;  but  at  any  rale,  it  was  reason- 
able to  expect,  and  he  thought  the  House 
had  a  right  to  demand,  an  explicit  an- 
nouncement of  the  line  of  policy  which 
they  expected  the  House  to  be  prepared 
to  follow  out  with  regard  to  those  ques- 
tions. Unless  such  an  announcement  was 
made — unlcM  the  House  was  given  to  un- 
derstand, that  the  obijeot  of  Gentlemen 
opposite  was  fairly,  deliberately,  and  im- 
mediately to  consider  those  questions^ 
unless  they  were  prepared  to  look  into 
those  questions  with  a  view  towards  re- 
dressing any  grievaoces  that  might  be 
proved  to  exist— i-uoless  that  announce- 
ment was  made  before  the  close  of  the 
debate,  he  thought  the  country  would  have 
gre^t  reason  to  feel  disappointment  at 
what  must  otherwise  be  considered  a  fac- 
tious course  of  conduct.  Would  not  their 
proceedings  be,  on  all  hands,  looked  upon 
as  a  mere  party  struggle,  if  the  mercantile, 
the  commercial!  and  the  colonial  interests, 
who  had  been  anxiously  expecting  a  deci- 
sion upon  these  questions,  were  to  be  told 
that  the  only  opinion  they  would  express 
would  be,  as  to  whether  one  set  of  men 
or  another  should  be  in  power,  leaving  the 
country,  as  far  as  the  result  was  concerned, 
entirely  in  the  darkt  He  certainly  did 
hope,  that  the  discussion  on  this  occasion 
would  not  end  in  so  unsatbfactory  a  man- 
ner. He  could  assure  gentlemen  opposite, 
that  although  he  was  as  warm  a  partisan 
at  any  of  them,  he  had  too  deep  a  sense 
of  the  condition  of  the  country,  not  to 
entertain  a  strong  feeling  of  the  necessity 
for  public  men  of  all  parties  to  consider 
these  questions  at  once,  with  a  view  to- 
wards coming  to  a  satisfactory  deciskin, 
and  with  a  view  to  putting  them  upon  a 
basis  which  should  relieve  the  country 


from  its  present  state  of  difficulty.  He 
cared  little,  as  far  as  be  was  person- 
ally concerned,  for  an  advene  vote  of 
that  House,  which  should  have  the  effect 
of  transferring  Gentlemen  opposite  to  that 
(the  ministerial^  side  of  the  House,  pro*- 
vidcd  he  was  satisfied  that  those  who 
passed  that  adverse  vote,  would  fairly  carry 
into  execution  the  measures  of  theit  pre- 
decessors. At  least  he  felt  confident  of 
this :  he  had  had  a  seat  in  Parliament  for 
some  years,  and  he  had  never  seen  any 
great  question  proposed,  however  powerful 
was  the  influence  opposed  to  it>  and  what- 
ever difficulties  it  might  have  to  contend 
with,  that  had  not,  if  founded  on  reason 
and  justice,  prevailed  in  that  House ;  nod 
because  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the 
principles  upon  which  the  measures  of  the 
Government  were  founded  were  principles 
of  reason  and  juatice — because  he  was  sa- 
tisfied that  experience  would  show,  that 
the  more  these  questions  were  disoussed 
throughout  the  country,  the  more  it  would 
appear  that  it  would  be  for  the  general 
interest  that  the  Corn-laws,  the  timbecw 
laws,  the  sugar-iawsi  and  our  whole  com* 
mercial  system  should  be  placed  upon  a 
sound,  practicable,  and  intelligible  fooling 
— because  he  was  convinced  of  this,  what- 
ever might  be  the  result  of  the  decision  of 
that  house,  he  for  one  should  feel  no  de- 
spondency, but  should  confidently  look 
forward,  and  he  expeeted  the  period  was 
not  distant,  when  those  questions  wonM 
be  brought  to  a  satisfactory  solution  t  and 
whether  that  was  ejected'  by  those  with 
whom  it  had  been  his  pride  and  happiness 
to  have  been  oonneoied  during  the  whole 
of  his  political  life,  or  whether  Gentlemen 
opposite,  as  he  had  an  opportunity  of  ob* 
serving,  not  unfrequently,  during  the  years 
he  had  sat  in  Parliament,  would  support 
and  carry  the  measures  of  their  political 
opponents,  when  they  found  the  pressure 
80  strong  that  they  could  not  any  tonger 
resist  it,  be  could  assure  the  House,  ihttt 
to  him  it  was  a  matter  of  corapavattve  in- 
diffeienee,  by  which  of  these  two  ne*> 
thoda  these  questions  should  be  faroughC 
to  a  satisfactory  oonclosion. 

Mr.  D7srae/«  was  somewhat  surprised, 
after  all  that  had  been  heard  last  Parlia- 
ment, at  the  application  which  had  been 
made  by  the  right  hon.  Member^  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  Sir  Robert 
Peel.  He  should  have  thought  that  there 
would  have  been  a  sense  of  dignity  which 
would  have  restrained  aucb  an  eppUoation* 
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Tho  right  boo-  Geoliniiiiiii  had  concluded 
bit  tpeooh  with  a  patriotic  peroration. 
He  wai  io  eoDvinced  of  the  necessity  for 
theae  meaauret,  that,  if  the  decision  should 
be  adverae  to  them,  he  should  support 
ihem  in  oppoaitioo ;  and  he  made  this  ob- 
aervationy  and  was  still  a  Minister  I    He 
had  drawn  a  parallel,  which  they  had  not 
nnfrequently  beards  between  the  situation 
of  the  oouotry  now,  and  io  1835,  hut  he 
had  foifotten,  because  it  was  convenient 
to  forget,  ibat  Sir  Robert  Peel  had  not 
austained  a  vote  of  want  of  confidenee. 
He  had  appealed  to  the  country,  and  re- 
tired when  be  perceiiped- that  he  continued 
to  have  an  adverse  majority  without  sus- 
taining the  humiliation  of  such  a  vote. 
The  right  bon«  Gentleman  had  entered 
into  the  budget,  and  spoken  of  ascertain- 
ing averages.    Was  the  Parliament  dis- 
aolved  for  that  ?  Or  about  copper  ?  Or  to 
consider  the  commercial  tariff?    It  was 
well  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  run 
from  Walpole  to  Pitt,  and  from  Pitt  to 
Huakisions  and  aay  the  prosperity  of  the 
country  had  eiisted  in  spite  of  her  tariff. 
Had  be  forgotten  the  eminent  services  of 
Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  the  grsat  altera. 
tiens  made  by  him  in  the  tariff?    Had  he 
forgotten    the   services  of  Mr.  Wallace 
when   Vwe-President  of   the    Board    of 
Trade  ?  Why,  the  progress  of  commercial 
leform  was  only  arrested  by  the  Reform 
Act.    Again^-the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  forgotten,  in  the  peculiar  zeal  which 
be  and  his  colleagues  now  wished  to  ex. 
hibit  for  reform,  all  that  had  been  done  by 
the  Administration  of  the  Earl  of  Liver- 
pod  I  and  in  the  seal  the  right  hon.  Gen. 
Ileesan  now  displayed,  he  owned  he  was 
anrprisedat  themanner  in  which  he  thought 
fit  to  speak  of  the  report  upon  Import  du- 
liea.    The  right  boo.  Gentleman  spoke  of 
the  contents  of  that  report  as  if  they  were 
esaanations  previously  secret  to  the  Go- 
vemosent-^'be  spoke  of  them  as  the  dis- 
covery of  a  mass  of  knowledge  teeming 
with  oonclosions  wfaicb  were  so  incapable 
of  refutation  as  to  make  it  absolutely  im- 
possible for  the  Government  to  hesitate 
instantly  to  legislate   upon  them.     He 
(Mr*  D'laraeli)  had  never  underrated  the 
vnhns  and  interest  of  that  important  docu- 
wieol}  on  the  oontrary,  he  maintained 
Ubat  thn  mhjeel  to  which  it  had  reference 
Qoght,  long  ere  this,  to  have  engaged  the 
nttantioQ  of  the  Government.  He  admitted 
tkat  many  of  the  eondusiooa  were  just, 
bal  Imhaid  yel  to  learo  that  the  data  upon 


which  they  were  founded  were  new.    So 
far  from  that,  those  data  were  founded 
upon  information  which  had  long  engaged 
the  attentk>n  of  all  men  who  could  pretend 
to  the  character  of  statesmeq;  and  he 
knew  that,  sooner  or  later,  they  must  at 
the  hands  of  some  Government  form  the 
materials  for  legi8latiou«     But  this  was 
not  the  questk>n  now  before  the  House, 
aor  was  it  the  question  which  had  been 
put  by  the  Government  before  the  coun- 
try.    No  man  could  pretend  that  the  late 
dissolution  of  Parliament,  or  the  want  of 
confidence  which  the  country  had  express- 
ed in  the  Government,  was  io  consequence 
of  any  sympathy  in  respect  of  the  Import 
duties  s  but  it  was  because  the  Govern- 
ment was  weak«*-inefficient— incapable  of 
carrying.those  measures  which  they  them- 
selves  believed  to  be  necessary  for  the 
country;  but,  after  experiencing  signal, 
and  under  other  circumstances,  and  in 
other  reigns,  overwhelming  defeat,  it  was 
that  the  Government,  thus  ricketty  and 
staggering*  proposed  the  reconstruction  of 
the  commercial  system  of  the  country, 
and  this  was  the  reason  why  the  last  Par- 
liament  had  recoiled  ;  this  was  the  ques- 
tion which  went  to  the  couutry,  and  these 
were  the  feelings  which  bduced  the  coun- 
try, en  the  appeal  thus  made  to  them,  to 
sympathise  with  the  late  Parliament,  and 
say,  '*  We  feel  the  necessity  of  maintain- 
ing the  commercial  superiority  of  Britain  ; 
but  we  think  that  the  question  is  of  such 
magnitude  as  to  call  for  and  require  that 
calm  consideration,  as  to  prevent  us  in- 
trusting it  to  a  Government  whose  councils 
were  only  held  to  deliberate  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  a  majority  was  to  be  managed  on 
the  next  division.''     This,  then,  brought 
him  to  the  consideration  of  the  real  ques- 
tion before  the  House :  the  question  was, 
uot  whether  the  proposed  measures  were 
necessary,  but  it  was  whether  a  discussion 
of  those  measures  ought  to  be  discussed 
or  entered  upon  under  the  auspices  of  the 
present  possessors  of  official  power.     The 
late  Parliament  had  recorded  its  want  of 
confidence   in   the  present  Government 
upon  that  single  and  intelligible  ground, 
and  it  was  now  for  the  House  only  to  in- 
quire  whether  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment since  that  vote  entitled  them  to  the 
renewed  and  renovated  confidence  of  Par- 
liament and  of  the  couutry.    And  what 
bad  they  done  since  that  event  ?  Was  the 
dissolution  under  such  circumstances  such 
an  act  as  entitled  tbem  to  a  renewal  of 
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that  confidence?    Just  or  unjust  as  that 
dissolution   might  have  been,  one  thing 
was  certain— namely,  that  the  result  show- 
ed that  the  Government  of  the  country 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  feelings  of  the 
nation  they  governed.    The  noble  Lord 
the  Chief  Minister  of  the  Crown  in  that 
House  must  accent  the  alternative — when 
he  dissolved  the  late  Parliament  he  must 
either  have  believed  he  would  succeed  in 
the  appeal  he  thus  made  to  the  country, 
or  he  was  conscious  that  he  must  fail.    If 
the  first  position  were  the  case,  the  noble 
Lord  had  really  been  profoundly  ignorant 
of  the  feelings  of  the  country — or  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  noble  Lord  accepted 
the  other  alternative,  he  had  agitated  the 
country  for  mere  party  purposes.  At  best, 
therefore,  the  noble  Loitl  must  accept  the 
crime  or  the  blunder.    If  then  the  late 
dissolation— the  first  act  of  the  GoTern- 
ment  since  the  vote  of  want  of  confidence 
—did  not  entitle  them  to  a  restoration  of 
the  confidence  they  had  lost,  he  (Mr. 
D'Israeli)  begged    to  ask    whether    the 
mode,  the  manner,  or  the  spirit  in  which 
the  Ministers  of  the  Crown  had  conducted 
the  late  election  contests— -whether  the 
tone  and  language  in  which  they  had  ap- 
pealed to  the  people,  were  or  were  not 
circumstances  in  regard  to  which  they  had 
abused  their  claims  to  the  renewed  confi- 
dence of  the  House  of  Commons?   In  the 
history  of  the  country  there  had  before 
been  no  instance  of  a  Government  dissolv- 
ing Parliament  under  such  circumstances, 
still  less  of  addressing  constituencies  in 
such  language  as  had  been  used  on  the 
recent  occasion.    There  had  been  a  time 
when  even  the  allusion  to  the  sovereign 
was  shrunk  from  in  this  House;  when,  if 
made  from  the  lips  of  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown,  such  allusion  would  have  called 
forth  the  indignant  reprobation  of  every 
independent  man ; — the  time  had  been 
when,  if  the    name   of   the    Sovereign 
had  been    mentioned    as    lately  it  had 
frequently  been  used  and  resorted  to  in 
the  House  in  order  to  control  and  in- 
fluence   Parliament,    such    an    attempt 
would    have    been    held  up    to    public 
scorn  and  indignation;  but  what  would 
now  be  said  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
if,  when,  by  a  vote  of  the  House  of  Com^ 
mons,  it  had  been  declared  the  Govern- 
ment with  which  he  was  connected  was 
no  longer  able  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the 
nation,  that  Minister  defied  the  House  of. 
Commons,  by  declaring  the  Government  | 
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to  which  he  belonged  was  supported  by 
the  Crown — the  b^t  support  a  Minister 
could  have?    And  yet  these  words  had 
fallen  from  the  lips  of  one  who  formerly 
was  the  disciple  of  very  different  opinions, 
and  no  sooner  had  Parliament  been  dis- 
solved than  the  Government  had  sent 
round  their  clandestine  champions  to  every 
borough  in  the  country,  profaning  the 
name  of  the  Sovereign,  as  if  the  Majesty  of 
£ngland  was  a  second  candidate  upon 
some  paltry  poll.  Such  has  been  the  con- 
duct of  the  party  who  claimed  a  monopoly 
of  loyalty.  The  noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord 
J.  Russell),  who  had  been  an  historical 
student,  might,  perhaps,  remember  some 
words  written  by  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
ornaments  this  House  had  ever  possessed : 
those  words  were  to  the  effect,  *'  that  the 
Sovereign  of  a  faction  was  only  the  So- 
vereign of  half  the  people.**  He  would  not 
believe  that  the  machinations  of  any  men 
calling  themselves  Ministers — and  why 
they  still  called  themselves  so  was  to  him 
a    mystery— Ksould    have   succeeded    in 
making,  in  this  age,  the  Sovereign  of  this 
country  the  mere  Sovereign  of  a  faction ; 
but  this  much  he  would  say,  that  if  such 
a  miserable  conjuncture  could  possibly 
arrive,  that  her  Majesty  should  only  be 
the  Sovereign  of  the  Whigs,  she  would 
not  be  the  Sovereign  of  half,  nor  a  quarter, 
nor  an  eighth,  but  of  a  miserable  faction, 
in  whose  hands  traditionary  policy  had 
placed  the  interests  of  the  nation.    Per- 
haps, the  noble  Lord  would  remember, 
that  when  Mr.  Pulteney  had  been  con- 
sulted by  George  2nd,  on  the  then  state  of 
the  country,that  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
recommended  his  Sovereign  not  to  speak 
of  the  Tories  as  enemies,  because  **  they 
formed  two-thirds  of  the  people.''    Now, 
it  would  be  a  good  thing  if  the  Whigs, 
who  had  made  some  Gentlemen  "  right 
honourable,"  since  they  had  lost  the  confi- 
dence of  the  House  of  Commons  and  of 
the  country,  would  bear  in  mind   these 
words  of  Mr.  Pulteney.   If  they  did  so, 
he  owned  he  was  surprised,  looking  at  the 
use  which  had  been  made  during  Uie  last 
two  months  of  the  Queen's  name»  that 
they  could  still  presume  to  call  themselves 
Ministers  of  the  Crown,  or  refrain  from  a 
blush,  when  they  remembered  the  position 
in  which  they  had  placed  their  Sovereign. 
If  then,  the  dissolution  of  Parliament— if 
the  spirit  in  which  the  elections  had  beea 
conducted  were  not  incidents  upon  which 
to  found  their  claim  for  renewed  confi* 
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dence,  was  the  House  to  yield  that  claim 
io  consequence  of  the  Speech  which  they 
had  advised  her  Majesty  to  deliver  from  the 
Throne  ?  On  the  contrary,  was  not  that 
Speech  the  last  effort  of  an  expiring  Go« 
▼emmenty  desirous  of  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  a  nascent  opposition  ?  Was  this  the 
mode  to  treat  the  Queen,  or  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  country  ?  It  was  the  mere  lip 
loyalty  of  the  Reform  Qovernment,  which 
was  to  re-model  the  institutions  of  the 
country.  The  Administration  had,  in  this 
Speech)  taken  refuge  in  their  budget- 
like  a  dogy  they  had  returned  to  the 
▼omit;  they  had  attacked  the  constitution, 
and  insulted  the  nation*— they  had  raised 
the  cry  of  **  cheap  bread  and  cheap  sugar/' 
it  was  true ;  but  still  they  must  answer 
one  question  before  this  debate  ceased  and 
closed  their  fate.  They  had  yet  to  tell 
Parliament  by  what  tenure  they  now  held 
office.  They  had  no  right  to  pretend, 
according  to  old  constitutional  decorum, 
that  they  had  not  the  right  to  presume 
that  the  opinions  of  the  new  Parliament 
were  adverse  to  them  because  the  noble 
Lord,  their  leader,  had  volunteered  an 
explicit  declaration  that  the  opinions  of 
the  new  Parliament  were  completely  fatal 
to  them.  Whether  that  declaration  had 
been  declared  in  a  spirit  of  frankness,  or 
in  that  of  defiance,  the  House  and  the 
country  must  decide;  but  as  they  had 
continued  to  exercise  the  powers  of  Go- 
vernment for  a  long  period  after,  confess- 
edly they  had  lost  the  support  of  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  as  recorded  by 
their  chief,  he  (Mr.  D'Israeli)  must  quote 
to  them  the  words  of  Mr.  Fox : — 

**  That  the  party  which  continued  in  the  exer- 
cise of  political  power,  after  they  knew  they 
had  fbrfeited  and  did  not  possess  the  confi« 
dence  of  Parliament,  were  guilty  of  a  high 
crime  and  misdemeanour." 

This  was  the  opinion  of  the  great  oracle 
of  the  Whigs — this  was,  he  believed,  a  just 
opinion,  and  that  it  was  one  on  which  he 
thought  the  House  ought  now  to  act  as  it 
had  been  acted  upon  in  times  when  Parli- 
ament was  unreformed,  and  when  Danby 
found  himself  in  a  dungeon,  and  Strafford 
on  a  scaffold.  Now,  however,  the  Whigs 
held  office  by  abusing  the  confidence  of 
the  Sovereign,  and  by  defying  the  autho- 
rity of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Bemal,  jun.  said,  I  am  surprised, 
Sir,  at  the  accusations  brought  forward 
against  her  Hajestv*s  Ministers  by  thehon. 
^ntltmaa  who  has  just  sat  down,  for 
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being  returned  to  Parliament  by  the  con* 
stituency  which  rejected  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, I  know  that  he  understands  ft-ee 
trade  in  politics  very  well.  And  I  think 
that  the  accusation  against  her  Majesty's 
Government  comes  with  a  peculiarly  good 
grace  from  him,  when  I  recollect  that  he 
went  down  to  High  Wycombe  with  letters 
in  his  pocket,  one  from  Mr.  O'Connell, 
and  the  other  from  Mr.  Hume ;  and  when 
I  know  also  that  he  was  proposed  by  his 
friend  Mr.  Treacher,  the  Radical,  and 
seconded  by  his  Friend  Mr.  Rose,  the 
Tory.  I  leave  it  to  the  House  to  decide 
with  how  great  force  such  a  rebuke  comes 
from  him.  But,  Gentlemen — ^cries  of 
"  order,"  and  "  chair."]  I  stand  before 
you,  Gentlemen,  for  I  suppose  you  are 
Gentlemen.  I  hope.  Sir,  the  House  will 
make  a  little  excuse  for  my  inexperience ; 
but.  Sir,  I  stand  before  the  House  inti* 
mately  connected  with  one  of  the  great 
interests  under  discussion.  By  the  West- 
India  interest  I  must  stand  or  fall,  and  I 
declare  that  I  cannot 

^'  Compound  for  laws  I  am  inclined  to. 
By  damning  tliose  I  have  no  mind  to.'' 

I  wish  therefore  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  recording  my  vote  in  favour  of  the 
reduction  of  the  duties  upon  sugar,  feel- 
ing convinced  that  the  best  interests,  and 
the  ultimate  prosperity  of  this  country, 
depend  much  upon  the  upper  classes  being 
willing  to  make  some  sacrifices.  Having 
endeavoured  to  take  out  the  beam  from 
my  own  eye,  I  think  that  I  can  with  the 
greater  propriety  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  Corn-laws.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who 
has  seconded  the  amendment  has  very 
strongly  deprecated  any  discussion  of  the 
Corn-laws ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  he  has 
fallen  into  the  error,  that  dear  bread  and 
high  wages  go  together.  1  believe  that 
the  arguments  upon  the  Corn -laws,  both 
pro  and  con,  were  pretty  well  understood. 
Yet  I  think  that  if  we  refer  to  an  eariy 
period,  and  look  to  the  occurrences  of 
1795,  we  ma^  learn  something.  For  some 
years  preceding  that  period,  the  price  of 
wheat  had  been  54s.  a  quarter;  it  sud» 
denly  rose  to  76s.;  there  was,  conse« 
quently  great  distress  in  the  country.  The 
wages  of  the  labourers  did  not  rise,  but 
fell,  and  the  magistrates,  when  they  were 
appealed  to,  directed  the  relieving  oifficers 
to  pay  the  labourers  additional  wages  out 
of  the  Poor-rates.  That  was  the  first  in-» 
stance  of  wages  being  paid  out  of  th^ 
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PooMates— «nd  I  Mk  whether  it  would 
not  have  been  better,  before  we  passed 
the  Poor«law  AmendmeDt  Bill,  if  we  had 
first  of  all  remedied  the  defecU  of  the 
Oorn-law,  and  founded  a  new  system  of 
Poor-laws  on  a  new  system  of  Corn-laws. 
What  is  the  present  Poor-law  but  a  direct 
oonoession  to  the  landlords,  and  no  one 
else  !  I  wish  the  landlords  would  follow 
my  example — for  what  are  we  but  brother 
monopolists?  Let  them  accept  the  8s. 
doty  as  a  boon,  now;  else  it  may  be- 
com»— 

**  Small  by  degrees,  and  beautifully  less/* 

Sir  CAarIss  Napier  would  reply  to  the 
speech  of  the  hen.  Member  for  the  West 
riding  of  Yorkshire,  for  he  roust  confess 
that  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  oppo« 
aite,  who  had  just  sat  down  (Mr.  D'Israeli), 
was    utterly   beyond  his  comprehension. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding,  in 
speaking  of  the  present  Ministers,  after 
throwing  out  his  skirmishes  pretty  well, 
had  made  his  grand  attack  upon  them  for 
not  keeping  the  promises  which  they  had 
made,  on  taking  office,  of  peace,  retrench- 
ment, and  economy.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
fald.that  they  had  Uken  office  in  I830,and 
aight  or  ten  little  wars  had,  during  that 
time,  been  carried  on  by  the  Qoveroment. 
If  the  Government  had  earned  on  little 
wars*  he  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site would  allow  him  to  say,  that  if  those 
little  wars  had  not  been  carried  on  with 
vigour  and  talent,  they  would  not  have 
h^n  brought  to  the  satbfkctory  conclu- 
sion to  which  they  had  been.    If  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposita  had  been  in  power, 
they  might  possibly  hava  had  great  wars, 
and  with  them  great  contracts  and  great 
loans.    He  doubted  if  any  other  person 
than  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Afikirs,  would  have  preserved  the 
peace  of  the  countrv  in  the  manner  which 
that  noble  Lord  had  been  able  to  do.  The 
boo.  Gentleman  had  accused  the  Govern* 
ment  of  making  little  wara.    He  bad  told 
diem,  that  the  Government  which  had  h^M 
office  for  eighteen  years  before  the  time 
the  present  Qovernment  came  into  office, 
bad  made  but  one  ws^r-^the  war  at  Nava* 
vino ;  but  that  hon.  Geatlemaa  bad  for- 
gotten that  that  Government  made  war 
with  Alters,  and  also  in  India  had  en* 
ga|ed  in  the  Burmese  war,  in  which  he 
believed  a  great  deal  of  money  had  been 
ejipended.  But  he  had  not  tokl  the  House 
mi  vhib  they  wara  in  office,  they  bad 


suffered  France  to  go  to  war  with  8pi 
and  to  march  one  hundred  thousand  tro 
into  that  country,  and  put  down  a  oon 
tutional  Government  in  that  ceuQ 
What  had  been  the  results  of  the  li 
wars  which  had  been  made  by  the  pre< 
Government.  They  had  giveo  a  free  i 
vemment  to  Portugal.  They  had  gi 
Spain  a  free  Government.  [A  Men 
here  exclaimed  '*  Spain  is  an  abso 
government.*']  An  hon  Qeatlei 
said  that  Spain  was  an  absolute 
vemment.  He  only  knew  thi^t  tl 
was  a  Cortes  in  Spain,  es  there  m 
Parliament  in  this  oountry ;  he  wss  th 
fore  justi6ed  in  saying,  that  there  wi 
free  Government  in  Spain,  The  n 
Lord  had  put  an  end  to  the  most  dc 
oaUe  tyranny  that  had  ever  been  ioAi 
on  a  oountry  in  Syria.  He  hc^d  restri 
Mehemet  Ali  within  the  limits  of  his 
territories;  and  he  hoped  that  Tu 
would  have  had  the  sense  to  act  in  ace 
ance  with  the  noble  Lord's  views. 

Lord  PoUingUm  said,  the  hon.  and 
lant  officer  wm>  had  just  sat  down  had 
well  to  attempt  to  dazsle  the  questiq 
the  success  which  had  attended  Bi 
arms  in  Syria  and  elsewhci^j  but  what 
could  doubt  what  British  valour  ( 
achieve  when  brought  forward  undei 
command  of  a  Stopford  and  a  Napier  ? 
were  those  successes  any  proof  of  the 
dom  which  dictated  the  campai^? 
admitted  that  the  best  view  which  \ 
possibly  be  taken  of  .the  policy   of 

S resent  Government  was  that  whicli 
irected  to  foreign^affairs,  but  even  in 
respect  they  had  been  much  to  blame, 
might  ask,  in  what  quarter  of  the  \ 
would  the  British  Ministers,  retirin 
1841,  not  leave  the  British  name 
honored,  less  loved,  and  respected  tlian 
found  it  in  188Q.  He  might  point  t 
ill-suppressed  rebellion  in  Canada,  t< 
imminent  peril  of  war  with  that  coi 
with  which,  above  all,  a  war  was  to  h 
precated.  He  could  not,  shut  his  e^ 
the  open  insult  directed  against  this  < 
try  in  the  deprivation  of  the  liberty 
the  jeoparding  the  life  of  as  meritori 
British  subject  as  ever  had  the  nlsft) 
to  serve  a  liberal  Government.  He  \ 
refer^  to  the  blockades  estabHsbo^ 
Russia  and  Prance,  by  which  the  oka 
for  British  commerce  had  been  ahot  u 
the  BosphoruS,  closed  agabsl  oor  vi 
and  to  the  suspended  inteieoorae 
Persia.  He  might  advert  to  the  pi 
state  of  tho  fi^tier  of  India;    U 
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Ohinefle  wftr,  and  the  causes  of  that  w«u>m 
caoses  as  disgraceful  to  this  country  as  the 
war  itself.  He  might,  he  repeated^  lefer 
Io  China,  where  not  even  the  anccesses  of 
the  British  anns  had  atoned  fbv  the 
Uonders  of  British  diplomacnr*  But  that 
portion  of  the  gbbe  to  which  he  wished 
more  particularly  to  advert  was  the  Syrian 
finivince  of  the  Ottoman  ^pise.  The 
atale  of  that  provinoe^  before  it  came  into 
thfi  possesnon  of  the  wonderful  man  who 
govomed  it  previoua  to  the  last  war«  was 
wdl  known.  The  state  of  the  subjects  of 
the  Christian  population^  and  the  insecurity 
of  life  fnai  propertyt  were  mattera  of  no* 
toriety.  Under  t^e  sway  of  that  great 
anfi  wonderful  nian  \q  w)ioni  he  had  al- 
luded tbeae  things  were  much  altered ;  and 
three  yeais  ^go«  when  he  was  himself  in 
the  country,  he  witnessed  himself  the 
blessed  effects  of  his  domiDation,  Aleppo 
had  recovered  much  of  its  ancient  prQS<* 
perity,  and  B|iti3h  commerce  bad  been  ex- 
tended in  B^rout  and  Damascus.  Con- 
suls had  been  appointed  for  the  benefit  of 
trade  where  they  were  never  found  before. 
The  country  seemed  almost  likely  to  obtain 
the  saipe  greatness  in  that  part  of  the  world 
which  Britain  enjoyed  in  this.  But  all 
was  changed  when  the  British  Govern- 
ment interfered.  He  therefore  thought  the 
foreign  policy  of  the  Government  had  not 
been  so  very  successful.  With  regard  to  our 
home  policy,  the  country  had  passed  its 
verdict  on  tnat  He  could  not  forget  how 
in  the  Parliament  of  1831^  the  noble  Lord^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  colonies,  then  the  re- 
presentative of  Devonshire,  smiled  with 
complaisance  on  the  contrast  then  afibrded 
by  the  two  sides  of  th^f-House.  On  the 
noble  Lords  side  sat  the  Members  of  all  the 
dties  and  towns  in  the  kingdom,  and  the 
knights  of  the  shires,  while  on  the  other 
were  the  Members  of  Old  Sarum  and 
Gatton.  How  much  were  drcumstanoes 
altered  since  the  Reform  Bill  I  The  county 
Members  now  sat  on  the  Opposition  sidoi 
while  the  Membeis  of  Richmond,  Maltoa, 
Calne,  and  Tavistock,  aat  on  the  Minis- 
teriaL  Ife  1^  the  Qoveramrat  to  their 
own  topic  of  eondcdeBoe  and  oooaolatton, 
whioh  had  been  paraded  daily  in  the  public 
fmtf,  and  ve-eoboe4  in  private  oonversa* 
tians,  that  however  weak  as  a  Oovemeaent 
thejF  would  prove  lormidahle  as  an  opposi- 
tjoDt  They,  would  prove  fonaidaUe  only 
aa  dioce  eastern  barbarians  .whom  the 
Boomn  legions  learnt  to  fear,  but  only  on 
account  of  their  poisoned  w^apo^  w)uch 
thQr  limled  behind  them  in  their  r^tteat* 


Mr.  Raelmck  wished  to  express  bisi  ao« 
knowledgments  for  the  courtesy  of  his  hoo. 
Friend  (Mr.  Ewart)  in  giving  way  to  him. 
If  the  question  novy  proposed  Io  the 
House  were  simply  an  inqqiry  into  the 
eharacter  of  the  present  Ministry,  he 
would  have  had  very  little  difieulty  i« 
coming  to  an  opinion  upon  if,  aUhongb 
he  might  have  had  some  difficulty  as  to 
the  vote  he  should  give«  His  ppiniop 
would  have  been  adverae  to  the  pherftcter 
of  the  Ministry;  but  his  opinion  would 
have  been  come  to  upon  grounds  ao  die* 
tinetly  opposed  to  those  which  had  been 
alluded  to,  or  mhjidh  would  be  alluded  to 
by  hon.  Gentlemen »  and  right  hon*  Qen« 
llemen,  and  noble  Lords  opposite,  that  he 
eould  not  have  reconciled  it  to  vote  against 
those  he  disliked,  only  because  they  too 
much  resembled  honourable Gentleqten  op* 
posite.  But  the  question  was  not  aimpiy 
as  to  the  character  of  the  present  Ministry, 
it  waa  a  question  of  comparative  charao* 
ter,  and  a  vote  upon  that  must  be  given 
upon  a  general  opinion  of  the  conduct 
pursued  upon  this  side  of  the  House  and 
upon  that ;  and  here  he  must  observe  that 
he  could  not  understand  the  analogy 
drawn  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when 
he  compared  himself  to  a  phvsieian.  He 
thought  that  he  should  be  called  in  before 
he  gave  advice,  but  surely  he  was  called 
in  when  he  was  returned  to  that  House* 
He  would  put  an  analogy  that  waa  more  to 
the  purpose.  He  would  not  dismisa  one 
servant,  till  he  was  convinced  that  he 
should  get  a  better.  He  must  have  some 
servant.  He  must  have  for  a  aefvant 
some  one;  and  although  he  might  think 
that  his  present  servant  was  not  altogether 
as  efficient  as  be  might  be,  that  he  might 
be  somewhat  indolent — and  although  he 
might  not  be  all  that  he  could  wish^  or 
altogether  aucb  as  he  might  like,  yet  if  be 
dismissed  hiro^  he  might  discover  that  if  he 
were  a  sluggard,  he  might  get  one  ton 
times  woraei— if  he  were  untrustworthy,  he 
might  admit  some  one  into  his  house  who 
was  absolutely  wanting  in  honesty.  He  was 
not  prepared  then  to  dismiss  his  present 
servant  till  he  was  sure  that  the  servant 
who  would  eome  in  hia  place  would  he 
better  than  the  one  he  should  turn  away. 
That  he  believed  to  be  a  fair  analogy* 
How,  then,  was  he  to  learn  that  the  new 
servants  were  better,  or  esore  likely  to  be 
better,  than  the  old  7  The  hen.  Oentle« 
man  who  had  moved  the  amendment  had 
passed  over  all  other  poiotSi  and  had  said 
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thRt  they  had  Dothing  to  do  with  anythiDg 
except  with  the  character  of  the  present 
Ministers— that  they  had  nothing  to  do 
with  their  measures;  now,  they  could 
koow  nothing  of  their  characters,  except 
by  their  acts.  That  was  the  subject  he 
was  called  upon  to  investigate;  he  must 
compare  the  noble  Lord  and  his  supporters 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
and  his  party;  he  must  compare  their 
conduct  in  times  past  as  a  guidance  for  the 
future:  and  he  must  determine  as  his 
judgment  should  then  lead  him,  as  to 
which  conduct  would  be  the  most  likely 
for  the  future  to  conduce  to  the  well-being 
of  the  country.  That  comparison  he  would 
render  by  a  retrospective  glance,  in  the 
fairest  manner,  at  the  character  of  both 
parties,  and  upon  this  alone  would  he  form 
his  judgment,  and  give  his  vote  upon  the 
present  occasion.  He  found,  in  the  out- 
set of  the  inquiry,  that  the  present  advisers 
of  her  Majesty — the  party  which  in  the 
first  reformed  Parliament,  that  met  in 
1832,  was  predominant  and  paramount 
in  the  country— having  full  power  to  do 
anythine^  they  might  desire,  who  then 
ruled  all  before  them,  and  who  were  forced 
into  power  bv  the  will,  and  the  strong  will 
of  the  people — he  found  that  this  party 
had  been  day  by  day  losing  influence,  till 
they  had  become  weak,  tottering,  and 
wretched,  unable  to  do  anything  they 
might  wish.  And  he  found  the  right  hon. 
Qentleman  opposite,  who  was  at  that  time 
powerless,  and  who,  it  was  thought,  must 
thereafter  lead  a  defeated  and  dispirited 
host,  at  the  head  now  of  a  party  eager  to  di- 
vide the  spoil.  How  did  this  come  to  pass  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  the  party 
opposite,  were  very  willing,  as  it  was  their 
interest,  to  say  that  they  had  not  only 
vanquished  the  Ministry  in  their  persons, 
but  in  their  principles.  They  were  glad 
to  say,  **  Here  is  the  Ministry,  the  reform- 
ing Ministry,  that  was  ever  pushing  on,  the 
moving  Ministry,  conquered  by  the  Con- 
servative party.*'  He  found  the  Ministers 
interested  in  saying  pretty  mnch  the  same 
thing,  although -not  in  the  same  words,  and 
in  claiming  for  themselves  the  character  of 
martyrs  to  freedom.  He  could  not  allow 
them  to  claim  any  such  title.  He  could 
not  believe  that  they  were  received  bv  the 
Conservative  principles  of  the  people  of 
England.  They  were  mined  by  forgetting 
—they  would  pardon  him  for  expressing 
his  opinion  strongly  —  their  principles, 
i^nsbed  with  their  success  in  the  year  1831^ 


the  party  at  present  in  power  determined 
to  act  on  the  principles  of  the  party  oppo* 
site,  and  they  believed  that  the  only  par- 
ties they  had  to  fear,  was  an  extreme  sec- 
tion of  those  by  whom  they  were  them* 
selves  supported.  From  that  moment 
they  became  what  the  party  opposite  con- 
sistently were,  Conservatives.  Thrust  into 
power,  where  they  ought  to  have  carried 
out  Reform,  they  had  stopped  short.  They 
had  cast  contumely  on  those  who  repre- 
sented to  them  that  the  natural  order  of 
things  would  take  place,  that  the  other 
party  were  strong  in  wealth,  that  they  re- 
presented, as  he  was  free  to  confess,  a 
strong  feeling  in  the  country;  that  they 
had  with  them  the  clergy,  almost  all  the 
landed  interest,  and  many  of  those  in  the 

J>rofessions.  Ttie  Ministers  did  not  care 
or  this.  They  considered  that  their  vic- 
tory was  complete,  they  declared  that  they 
had  obtained  what  they  had  all  along  in- 
tended, a  preponderance  of  the  landed 
interest  of  this  country,  and  they  declared 
for  finality.  That  was  the  cause  of  their 
loss  of  power,  for  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite were  the  legitimate  representa- 
tives of  the  party  against  all  change; 
and  he  believed  that  it  was  salutary  to 
have  such  a  party  in  all  such  societies. 
But  if  the  Ministers  on  that  side  of  the 
House  had  understood  their  position  when 
they  had  seen  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
refusing  to  make  changes,  they  would 
have  known  that  it  was  their  place  to 
work  out  reform  by  giving  to  it  a  moving 
principle.  The  Ministry  told  their  sup- 
porters they  found  the  party  opposite  too 
weak  to  do  harnnf  they  bade  defiance  to 
their  friends  who  gave  the  warning;  they 
heaped  upon  them  hatred  and  con- 
tumely, and  they  had  now  their  reward. 
That  being  his  opinion  of  the  cause 
of  their  present  downfall,  he  would  ask 
whether,  if  that  were  so,  he  could  con- 
gratulate the  people  ?  He  said  no.  He 
was  deeply  griev^  that  the  golden  op* 
portuoity  had  been  passed,  he  lamented 
that  Ministers  had  lost  the  opportunity 
they  then  had ;  they  had  lost  power,  and 
they  could  only  win  it  back  by  a  long  and 
virtuous  course  of  opposition.  But  then 
it  was  said,  that  the  last  election  tried  the 
great  principles  of  the  freedom  of  trade, 
but  he  denied  that  assertion.  The  ques- 
tion put  to  the  country  was,  do  you  like 
the  whig  Ministry  ?  He  could  not  permit 
great  principles  to  be  sacrificed  to  party 
purposes.    The  country  aiweredi  hp  waf 
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grieted  that  the  couDtry  had  said  so,  but 
it  did  say,  that  it  did  not  like  that  Minis- 
try ;  and  when  he  said,  that  the  country 
bad  answered,  let  him  not  be  misunder- 
stood—he meaot  the  constituencies.  And 
when  the  Ministers  complained,  that  the 
question  had  not  been  fairly  tested,  that 
there  had  been  bribery,  and  intimidation, 
and  corruption,  he  said  that  these  were 
the  natural  accidents  of  that   state   of 
things  which  they  had  determined  on. 
They  bad  refused  all  means  for  putting 
down  corruption  and  intimidation,  there- 
fore,  he  said,,  that  they  were  condemned 
by  that  body  which  they  had  themsel?es 
created,  and  let  them  not  complain  that 
these  bodies  had  acted  according  to  their 
nature.  Were  the  people,  however,  wise  in 
flinging  off  the  present  Ministry?  How  was 
be  to  judge  of  the  wisdom  of  his  country- 
men?   He  was  prepared  to  review  their 
conduct  at  home,  in  the  colonies,  and  their 
conduct  abroad,  and  wherever  he  found 
them    failing,  wherever  be  found  them 
halting  between  two  opinions,  whenever 
they  lost  confidence,  he  found  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  as  their   evil 
genius.     He   said,  that  the   right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  their  evil  genius.    In  now 
making  a  comparison  between  the  relative 
virtues  of  the  two  parties,  he  would  take 
their  conduct  during  the  last  ten  years  in 
the  Reformed    Parliament,   taking   one 
party  as  represented  by  the  noble  Lord,  at 
present  Secretary,  he  believed,  for  the 
Colonies,  for  they  changed  office  so  often 
he  really  forgot,  and  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite,  the  Member  for  Tam- 
worth,  as  the  representative  of  the  party 
opposite.    Now,  in  judging  of  a  party,  or 
a  Ministry,  he  thought  it  was  but  just  and 
fair  to  take  them  in  their  large  divisions, 
he  would  not  look  with  microscopic  eye 
into  the  smaJler  details,  but  he  would  take 
the   whole  scheme  and  scope  of   their 
policy.    The  first  step  which  was  taken 
by  the  noble  Lord,  who  was  the  repre* 
sentative  of  his  party,  was  the  introduction 
of  the  Reform  Bill.    The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman* the  representative  of  his  party, 
true  to  his  nature,  opposed  and  checked 
that  improvement  which  he  now  admitted 
to  be  good,  and  to  which  he  now  gave  his 
adherence.    So  far  he  was  not  the  friend 
of  the  people.    By  this  term  he  did  not 
mean  anything  offensive,  for  no  doubt  the 
right   hon*  Gentleman,  as   others   did, 
meant  to  be  friendly  to  the  people ;  but 
»  far  be  was  sot  the  friend  of  the  people 


of  England;  he  did  not  in  these  views 
agree  with  the  people  of  this  country. 
Suppose  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
been  successful,  they  would  have  had  the 
old  Parliament  remaining,  and  they  would 
have  had  none  of  those  improvements 
which  had  followed  since.  Take  that  as 
an  instance,  and,  as  a  test,  were  the 
people  of  England  right  in  determining  in 
favour  of  those  who  had  been  opposed  to 
the  parliamentary  reform?  The  next 
great  improvement  he  would  take  was  the 
English  Municipal  Reform  Bilh  That 
bill  was  also  opposed  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  There  was  nothing  that  he 
could  do  in  fairness  that  he  had  not  en- 
deavoured to  do  against  it.  His  vote  and 
his  influence  were  against  it.  He  was 
then  in  Parliament,  and  he  recollected 
very  well  the  fight  they  had  on  the  Muni- 
cipal Bill,  and  to  the'  principle  of  that 
bill  both  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
his  party  were  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end,  opposed.  If  he  had  ruled,  he  never 
would  have  given  municipal  reform.  Well, 
then,  he  would  ask  all  those  in  England 
who  now  had  a  voice  in  the  government 
of  their  own  towns,  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  and  his  friends  would  have 
refused  them,  up  to  the  present  time, 
everything  like  municipal  reform,  whether 
that  was  the  party  they  would  have  in  the 
Government,  when  they  had  to  decide 
between  the  two. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  doubted  whether  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  right  in  the  fact^he 
did  not  recollect  giving  any  opinion 
against  the  English  Corporation  Reform 
Bill. 

Mr.  Roebuck  recollected  that  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman's  party  did  at  the  time 
vehemently  oppose  the  Municipal  Corpora- 
tion Reform  Bill ;  and  further,  that  this 
bill  was  in  many  respects  curtailed  of  its 
fair  proportions  by  the  noble  Lord  now 
sitting  at  the  right  hand  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  (Lord  Stanley).  He  now  took 
an  act  on  which  he  was  bold  to  say  for 
one — and  in  the  face  of  the  great  party 
opposite  he  did  say  it-^he  could  not  se- 
parate the  right  hon.  Gentleman  from  his 
party.  He  was  about  to  speak  of  the 
Poor-l4tv  Amendment  Bill.  During  the 
elections  which  had  just  passed,  the  Li- 
beral party  had  been  met  by  the  most  illi- 
beral artifices,  and  every  vulgar  appeal 
had  been  made  to  the  lowest  passions  of 
the  people  upon  the  subiect  of  a  measure 
which  the  Liberal  party  bad  passed,  which 
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Uie  fight  hon.  Baronet  himself  had  cons! 
dered  he  was  bottdd  to  support.  Let 
fhem  remember,  then,  that  ft  was  the 
Cotiservative  party  of  England  who  had 
to  put  at  defiance  their  leader,  and  that 
he  dared  not  rebuke  the  conduct  of  his 
party.  He  might  say  that  every  hon. 
Member  who  had  been  a  candidate  at  the 
late  elections,  had  been  compelled  to  sub- 
mit  to  these  foul  means  which  had  been 
taken  by  the  opposite  party  for  the  pur- 
pose of  winning  for  themseltes  a  pitiful 
support  in  reference  to  that  measure.  He 
said  that  he  could  not  separate  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  from  his  party.  A  few  Soft 
words  were  indeed  heard  from  him— now 
and  then  he  spoke  of  the  advantages  of 
the  bill,  but  had  he  ever  turned  his  Hice 
severely  against  those  who  had  offered 
this  opposition  to  its  supporters.  This 
ihoula  have  been  done,  because  there  was 
not  one  of  the  leading  Gentlemen  opposite 
who  did  not  know  that  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  supported  this  measure,  because 
he  belieted  that  it  would  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poorer  classes.  He  had  supported 
it  because  it  was  proposed  by  Ministers  in 
the  great  spirit  of  wisdom  and  benevolence 
which  had  characterised  their  political 
life,  and  it  had  been  fastened  upon  by  the 
party  opposite  for  all  the  basepurposes  to 
which  they  could  apply  it  Tlierefore  he 
said,  that,  taking  this  broad  view  of  the 
principles  acted  upon  by  both  parties, 
blaming,  as  he  had  done,  the  backward 
conduct  of  Ministers,  he  placed  the  whole 
matter  before  the  country,  and  he  left 
them  to  await  the  result  of  the  day  on 
which  they  would  see  the  decision  of  the 
last  election.  He  knew  that  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  at  this  moment  represented 
the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  con- 
atituents  of  this  country,  and  it  was  the 
titity  of  the  House  to  await  the  result; 
btit  he  believed  that  a  change  would  come, 
and  that  the  principle  which  actuated  hon. 
Oentlemen  opposite  would  work  itself  out, 
and  that  the  mercantile  interests  of  the 
coiltttry  would  roe  the  day  when  those 
principles  first  came  into  action,  for  they 
would  find  that  they  could  not  obtain  that 
ftom  the  Coniervative  party,  which  the 
great  Interests  of  this  country  required 
from  the  Le^Matttre.  The  people  of  Eng- 
land must  rule  themselves — that  was  his 
degiocratie  opinion— and  what  was  most 
wonderful,  hon.  Gentlemen  opposed  as- 
sented to  H.  He  blamed  (he  Ministry 
that  they   bad    made    the  constituency 


what  it  was,  but  they  had  got  the  reward 
of  their  own  want  of  foresight,  fbr  the 
constituency,  acting  upon  the  principles  of 
human  nature,  had  returnea  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  and  his  fellows,  in  ignorance 
of  the  scope  of  their  policy.  The  hon. 
Member  who  had  moved  the  Amendment 
had  chosen  to  taunt  the  Ministry  by  a  re- 
ference to  what  he  was  pleased  to  t^rm  a 
**  small  war."  For  his  own  part,  he  was 
one  of  those  who  of  two  evils  was  disposed 
to  choose  the  least,  and  he  watf  disposed 
to  nrefer  a  small  war  to  a  great  one.  But 
had  an^  hon.  Member  opposite  stepped  In 
and  said  that  the  war,  small  as  it  was, 
was  an  unjust  one?  He  found  that  our 
arms  had  been  successful — that  there  had 
been  an  unanimous  cry  of  appi'obation— 
that  rewards  had  been  scattered,  and  that 
venr  quickly — that  thanks  had  been  voted, 
and  vet  all  these  wars  had  produced  no 
rebuke  from  the  House.  Why  was  not 
the  majority  of  the  House,  he  asked,  em- 
ploved,  instead  of  being  engaged  in  se- 
curing party  objects,  in  picking  out  one  of 
these  wars,  and  saving,  '*  Here  I  put  my 
hand  upon  this  which  is  an  unjust  war, 
and  I  lay  it  at  your  door— there  is  one  of 
your  evil  deeds?**  There  had  been  no 
such  motion.  [A  cry  of  '*  China.'^ 
China  was  mentioned.  Had  this  been 
donef  He  had  not  been  a  Member 
of  that  House  fbf  some  time,  but  he 
had  read  it  in  the  ordinarv  chronicles, 
which  were  opeti  to  the  public,  what  had 
taken  place.  The  war  with  Ghiaa  was 
one  which  should  hate  called  for  the  in- 
dignation of  every  honest  matfi,  and  he 
gave  the  efeatest  blame  to  those  who  pro- 
secuted that  war.  He  would  now  go  on 
to  another  waf-^that  of  Syria.  To  this 
War  there  had  been  no  objection  made — 
on  it  no  motion  had  been  made.  He  had 
heard  the  remarks  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  who  spoke  last  night,  respecting  our 
relations  with  America ;  but  the  real  diffi* 
culty  had  been  to  curb  the  warlike  sph^it 
of  hon.  Oentlemen  opposite.  The  noble 
Lord  had  said,  that  a  war  Iti  that  quarter 
would  be  most  sincerely  deprecated,  and 
yet  he  had  sought  to  impugn  the  Conduct 
of  the  Government  in  suffering  the  matter 
to  proceed  so  far  without  some  warlike  de- 
monstration. He  was  prepared  to  justify 
the  conduct  of  the  American  government 
throughout  all  the  proceedings  in  the  case 
of  Mr.  M'Leod,  and  he  blamed  the  noble 
Lord  for  having  omitted  to  explain  the 
real  state  of  facts  to  the  House.    The 
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trath  was  that,  by  the  present  law  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  the  present  state  of 
our  diplomacy*  we  could  not  reach  the  evil 
which  existed.  The  House  would  permit 
him  to  explain  why  he  stated  that.  He 
believed  that  ifiach  misconception  existed 
upon  the  subject.  Let  him  first  state  the 
facts  of  the  case.  A  party  of  our  troops 
and  their  commander  crossed  the  frontier, 
seized  a  boat,  and  killed  a  certain  number 
of  American  subjects.  Some  time  after, 
one  of  the  persons  supposed  to  have  been 
^t^S^ged  in  the  proceeding  was  arrested, 
because  he  had  \e(i  Upper  Canada,  where 
he  had  been  an  under  sheriff,  where  he 
had  got  in  debt  through  facilities  afforded 
him  by  office.  He  passed  over  to  New 
York,  and  there  was  arrested  and  com- 
fhitted  for  trial.  A  true  bill  was  found  by 
the  grand  jury,  and  M'Leod  had  to  take 
his  trial.  The  House  should  know  that 
there  were  two  sets  of  courts  in  America 
— the  -Federal  Courts,  which  belonged  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  State  Courts 
which  betonged  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
The  Federal  Courts  could  not,  by  common 
law,  take  cognisance  of  murder;  every- 
thhig  of  which  ihev  take  cognizance  was 
by  statute  law,  and  they  could  have  co^- 
nttance  of  murder  in  those  cases  only  m 
which  it  had  been  committed  within  the 
peculiar  districts  assigned  to  them,  such 
at  the  district  of  Columbia,  or  the  parts  of 
the  States  reserved  for  their  jurisdiction  i 
bat  in  the  State  of  New  York,  as  a  State, 
ihey  had  no  iurisdiction  whatever,  the  en« 
tire  jnrisdiotion  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
BiateCotirt.  The  peculiar  result  of  that  sys- 
tern  was  that  the  power  of  pardoning  a  per- 
mm  found  guilty  in  the  State  Court  lay  in 
the  Oovernment  of  the  State,  independ* 
eiitly  of  any  other  power,  while  a  person 
convicted  by  the  Federal  Court  might  be 
pordoned  by  the  President,  whose  juris- 
diction reacned  bim.  Mr.  Forsyth,  m  his 
ttfMwer  to  Mr.  Fox,  stated  that  the  go* 
vernffiettt  could  not  reach  the  case  of 
M'Leod,  and  that  it  was  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  authorities  at  New  York. 
There  otight  be  a  deficiency  in  the  legisla- 
tive system  of  the  United  States,  but  they 
ooold  not  now  remedy  the  evil.  A  similar 
case  might  have  occurred  some  years 
Bgo  m  England.  A  woman  might,  under 
ovr  old  law,  ol>)ect  to  an  appeal  in  favour 
of  the  murderer  of  her  husband ;  and  the 
king  could  not  afterwards  interfere  for  the 
pwpose  of  pardoning  the  prisoner.  Now, 
lee  them  inppose  that  in  Prince  Loais  Na- 


poleon's late  attempt  at  Boulogne,  he  had 
been  accompanied  by  an  English  citizen, 
and  that  citizen  had  been  muniered,  while 
the  persons  who  had  killed  him  had  been 
taken  up,  if  the  widow  objected  to  their 
pardon,  they  would  have  had  a  case  under 
the  former  English  law  precisely  similar 
to  the  case  of  M'Leod.  He  did  not  think 
that  Mr.  Fox  had  been  aware  of  the  real 
state  of  the  case,  or  that  he  had  properly 
dealt  with  it  in  the  first  instance.  If  at 
the  time  that  Mr.  Forsyth  had  written  his 
letter,  to  which  he  had  alluded,  a  Minister 
had  been  sent  over — ay,  an  ambassador 
extraordinary  to  the  State  of  New  York — 
that  would  have  been  the  way  to  bring 
the  matter  to  an  issue,  and  some  hope 
might  have  been  entertained  of  our  meet* 
ing  the  difficulty.  But  now  September  waa 
almost  come,  the  man  might  be  found 
guilty,  and  then  must  be  hanged.  This  was 
undoubtedly  a  roost  extraordinary  case, 
and  was  not  to  be  treated  with  that  letitt 
and  heat  with  which  he  had  heard  ft 
spoken  of.  He  had  read  with  great  ad- 
miration the  judgment  of  Judge  Cowen 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Kabeas  corpus, 
and  the  matter  had  been  thoroughly^  and 
carefully,  and  gravely  met  by  the  judges 
of  the  land.  All  questions  of  policy,  or 
political  expediency,  had  been  very  ph>» 
p^rly  thrown  aside,  and  having  considered 
the  matters  urged  in  behalf  of  tne  prisoner, 
the  learned  judge  had  said,  that  no  power 
which  he  possessed  cotild  relieve  him,  but 
to  trial  he  must  go.  It  was  urged  before 
him,  that  he  was  acting  tinder  the  com- 
mand of  a  superior  officer'^that  what  he 
had  done  had  been  sanctioned  by  a  Bri- 
tish officer ;  but  the  judge,  very  ptoperly 
said,  that  he  could  take  no  cognizance  of 
that— that  it  might  be  pleaded  elsewhere, 
but  that  plead  tt  where  they  might,  the 
two  cotintries,  not  being  in  a  state  of  war, 
England  could  no  more  defend  or  Justify 
the  murder,  then  justify  a  common  lar- 
cenv.  He  entreated  hon.  Membert  to 
read  and  understand  this  matter,  and  he 
believed,  that  if  it  had  been  better  under- 
stood before,  it  would  have  been  better 
for  the  negotiations  which  had  been  car- 
ried on.  But  he  would  ask  the  House, 
whether,  in  any  part  of  the  whole  cotfrse 
of  the  Oovernment  proceeding,  anything 
had  been  ever  said  by  hon.  Oentlemen 
opposite  which  would  justify  them  in 
bringing  forward  any  accusation  against 
Ministers  for  their  conduct  in  this  matter^  y|^ 
Had  they  pomted  out  any  othet^  course  as^o 
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being  fit  to  be  taken?  Had  they  done 
aught  to  smooth  the  difficulty  by  which 
the  Ministers  had  been  beset?  He  asked 
those  who  might  follow  him  to  justify 
those  of  his  party  in  anything  which 
should  give  them  the  smallest  ground  for 
justifying  their  conduct  in  anything. 
There  was  one  topic,  on  which  he  would 
only  touch,  and  that  he  must  be  permitted 
to  say  placed  a  blot  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  He  meant  the  case  of  the  Ca- 
nadas — that  tragedy  had  not  yet  been 
played  out.  The  Government  had  acted 
with  the  most  unheard  of  injustice  to  one 
large  class  of  the  community;  they  had 
already  given  an  honourable  title  to  one 
noble  I^rd  for  carrying  out  their  early 
promises,  but  he  thought,  that  they  had 
given  him  the  reward  before  it  was  earned, 
and  history  would  show  whether  they  had 
not  been  guilty  of  injustice.  *^  Divide  et 
impera "  was  the  old  rule ;  they  had 
united  the  Canadas,  and  they  would  find, 
that  they  could  not  govern  them.  They 
were  bound  neck  and  hand  to  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Upper  Canada,  and  let  any  noble 
Lord  go  into  the  Ck>lonial  office,  which  al- 
ready presented  anything  but  a  bed  of 
roses,  and  he  would  find,  that  with  all  his 
eagerness,  he  would  be  totally  powerless 
before  the  Canadian  Parliament.  He  had 
now  gone  through  the  general  matters  of 
home  and  foreign  policy  which  had  been 
made  the  subject  of  charges  against  the 
present  Ministry ;  but  he  bad  not  referred 
to  France,  in  allusion  to  which  he  would, 
however,  now  make  a  few  observations. 
The  noble  Lord,  the  Foreign  Secretary 
had  exhibited  an  anxious  desire  to  pro- 
mote peace  with  France,  and  undoubt- 
edly the  noble  Lord  who  had  seconded 
the  amendment  which  had  been  proposed 
had  not  complained  of  this,  but  he  had 
complained  of  the  promises  which  had 
been  made.  Their  conduct,  he  admitted, 
required  no  great  deal  of  justification,  it 
might  be  perfectly  justifiable,  but  if  that 
were  so,  was  it  not  puerile  to  look  back 
and  say,  that  whatever  they  might  pro- 
mise, they  conld  not  act  up  to  their  pro- 
mises, and  therefore  were  liable  to  blame. 
The  want  of  economy  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  was  another  of  the  evil 
geniuses  which  had  haunted  them,  and 
upon  this  point  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
had  sprung  up  every  moment,  like  the 
keys  of  a  harpsichord.  Army,  Navy, 
Ordnance,  had  each  in  turn  formed  the 
subject  of  their  remarks,  and  be  asked 
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where  there  was  anything  ever  proposed 
by  the  Government,  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  as  a  scheme  of  economy,  which 
was  not  immediately  condemned  as  a 
proof  of  the  cheese- paring,  cutting-down 
system  carried  on.  The  Government  had, 
in  truth,  sacrificed  themselves  to  every 
piece  of  bad  advice  given  to  them  by  their 
opponents,  and  they  were  now  about  to 
reap  the  reward  of  their  folly.  When 
great  measures  had  been  brought  forward, 
he  had  found  them  halting  in  the  path, 
and  on  that  account  blameable  for  their 
conduct;  but,  on  (he  other  hand,  he  had 
perceived  in  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  a 
constant  rejection  of  all  measures  of  im- 

Crovement— a  steadfast  opposition  to  all 
ut  the  narrowest  interests  of  this  country. 
The  people  of  England  were  about  to 
await  the  result  of  a  change  of  principle, 
in  favour  of  which  they  been  somewhat 
too  precipitate  in  the  change  of  their 
opinions. 

Mr.  Muntz  should  not  have  risen  to 
trespass  upon  the  attention  of  the  House, 
but  with  a  view  to  justify  himself  on  the 
ground  of  some  expressions  of  opinion 
attributed  to  him  throughout  the  recent 
contest.  It  had  been  said,  '<Ohl  even 
the  Radical  Mr.  Muntz,  the  Member  for 
Birmingham,  says,  that  the  repeal  of  the 
Corn-laws  will  lower  the  price  of  wages.'' 
He  had  no  objection  to  repeat,  that  audi 
was  his  opinion,  but,  admitting  that  to  be 
the  case,  was  it  just,  he  asked,  that  the 
state  of  starvation  to  which  the  people  of 
this  country  had  been  reduced,  should  be 
allowed  to  continue?  He  had,  it  was 
true,  expressed  the  opinion  which  was  at- 
tributed to  him,  but  he  had  accompanied 
that  expression  with  a  declaration,  that  in 
his  opinion,  the  present  state  of  things 
could  not  continue.  He  was  confident, 
that  whoever  might  govern — whether  it 
was  the  noble  Lord,  or  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, the  whole  subject  must  be  gone  into, 
and  all  interests  must  be  considered  be- 
fore any  decision  was  arrived  at.  He  had 
merely  risen  to  explain  what  he  had  really 
said,  and  would  not  further  trespass  on 
the  time  of  the  House. 

Mt, Ewart  rone  to  move  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate.  [''  go  on.*']  He  addressed 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  with  all  courtesy, 
and  he  beg|;ed  to  assure  them  that  he  made 
this  proposition  because  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  that  (the  Ministerial)  side  of  the  House 
looked  upon  the  questions  involved  in  this 
discussion  to  be  of  too  serious  a  nature  U> 
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be  passed  over,  after  so  short  a  debate  as 
had  taken  place  that  evening. 

Mr.  Broikerton  reminded  the  House 
that  the  Speaker  had  now  been  in  the 
chair  upwanls  of  nine  hours.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  opposite  had  not 
sat  in  the  House  for  some  years,  which 
was  perhaps,  a  sufficient  reason,  why  he 
opposed  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 
According  to  the  old  practice,  Members 
did  not  mind  how  late  they  spoke  after 
twelre  o'clock,  and  at  that  time  the  de- 
bates in  the  House  were  not  of  so  much 
importance ;  but  since  the  passing  of  the 
Reform  Bill  large  constituencies  had  been 
created  who  expected  their  representatives 
to  express  their  opinions  on  the  subjects 
discussed  in  that  House.  More  Members 
therefore,  required  to  speak  than  under 
the  old  system.  It  was  quite  an  error  to 
suppose  that  the  people  disliked  protracted 
debates  in  that  House.  Nothing  could 
be  more  popular  in  England  than  to  afford 
hoD.  Members  the  most  full  opportunity 
of  expressing  the  sentiments  of  their  con- 
stituents. He  hoped  no  further  opposition 
would  be  offered  to  the  motion  for  the  ad- 
jonmment  of  the  debate. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  acquiesced  in  the 
motion  for  an  adjournment,  on  special 
grounds.  The  Speaker  had  taken  the 
chair  at  one  o'clock  that  day,  and  he  con- 
ceived that  this  was  a  sufficient  special 
ground  for  acceding  to  the  adjournment 
of  the  debate.  It  was  one  which  would 
not  occur  on  another  occasion. 

Lord  John  Russell  could  not  in  the 
present  state  of  the  House  (a  great  num- 
ber of  Members  had  left)  do  other  than 
acquiesce  in  the  motion  for  adjournment. 
There  had  been  no  expectation  of  a  di- 
vision on  the  question  of  adjournment, 
and  therefore  any  division  would  be  a  loss 
of  time.  He  hoped  the  House  would  ac- 
quiesce in  the  motion  for  an  adjournment. 
He  did  not  quite  agree  with  the  hon. 
Member  for  Salford,  that  protracted  de« 
bates  were  desirable,  but  he  did  think  that 
if  the  system  were  continued,  there  was 
one  great  evil  attending  them,  though  he 
did  not  exactly  see  what  remedy  could  be 
provided.  He  alluded  to  the  compara- 
tively small  attendance  that  took  place  on 
such  occasions  early  in  the  evening,  and 
indeed,  until  a  somewhat  late  hour,  so 
that  although  their  proceedings  bore  the 
name  of  debates,  yet  the  attendance  of 
Members  was  not  such  as  to  attach  suffi- 
cient importance  to  them.    The  adoption 


of  a  contrary  practice  would  not  lessen 
the  duration  of  a  debate,  or  deprive  hon. 
Members  representing  the  constituencies 
that  had  been  referred  to  of  their  privilege 
of  addressing  the  House,  but  it  would 
certainly  attach  more  importance  to  the 
proceedings,  and  give  them  more  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  debate.  He  hoped,  under 
the  circumstances,  that  no  division  would 
take  place,  but  that  the  House  would 
agree  to  the  motion  for  adjournment. 
Debate  adjourned — House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Wednesday 9  August  25^  1841. 

Hunrm.]  PMitioiu  pnunted.  By  Mr.  Thomas  Dun- 
oombe,  from  Working  Men  of  Glasgow,  Ldceiteir,  and 
Nottingham^  for  a  Refonn  in  the  Repreientation,  and 
for  Universal  Suflhige. 

Election  Petitions.  Complaining  against  the  Elections  at 
Great  Marlow,  Nottingham,  Weynooth  and  Meleombe 
Regis,  Thetlbrd,  Clitharoe. 

Address  in  answer  to  the 
Speech— Adjourned  Debate.]  Mr. 
Ewart  rose,  but  was  met  by  cries  of 
*'  Spoke,"  from  the  Opposition.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  appealed  to  the  Speaker.  [The 
Speaker  sdXdi  that  the  hon.  Member  having 
spoken  last  night  only  on  the  question 
of  Adjournment,  had  a  right  to  be  heard.] 
Mr.  Ewart  then  continued.  After  the  in- 
terruption, which  certainly  proved  the 
inexperience  in  Parliamentary  usages  of 
him  who  caused  the  interruption,  he  should 
proceed  with  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
before  the  House.  Whatever  different 
shades  of  opinion  might  be  entertained  by 
different  parties  in  that  House,  it  had  been 
to  him,  and  to  many  of  those  around  him 
— he  might  say  to  all  of  them^a  source 
of  real  congratulation  that  the  important 
principle  of  free  trade  appeared  to  be  on 
the  advance.  He  had  gathered  as  much 
as  this  from  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Member  for  the  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire,  who  moved  the  Amendment. 
He  drew  the  same  inference  from  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord  who  seconded 
his  motion.  Indeed,  that  noble  Lord,  if 
he  (Mr.  Ewart)  understood  him  right, 
plainly  and  unhesitatingly  expressed  him- 
self to  be  a  friend  to  the  principles  of  a 
free  trade,  while  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  declared  him- 
self to  be  nothing  less  than  a  disciple  of 
Mr.  Huskisson.  He  received  that  decla- 
ration with  peculiar  satisfactioui  because 
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if  he  was  a  real  diiciple  of  that  dittin- 
guithed  statesman,  he  had  to  hail,  ia  the 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  West 
Riding^  of  Yorkshire  a  friend  to  the  6nal, 
though  gradual,  abolition  of  the  Corn^ 
laws.  If  he  had  read  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Huskisson  aright— if  he  had  read  rightly 
the  celebrated  Report  of  Mr.  Huskisaon, 
second  only  to  the  works  of  Adam  Smith, 
which  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  drew  up 
from  the  evidence  given  before  the  Agri- 
cultural Committee  in  1821-— if  be  bad 
read  that  Report  of  Mr.  Huskisson  aright 
— that  right  hon.  Gentleman  contended 
for  the  6nal  extinction  of  the  Corn«laws. 
He  rejoiced  to  think  that  in  the  objects 
they  had  in  view,  of  establishing  a  free 
trade  in  Corn,  they  had  with  them  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding  Of 
Yorkshire.  On  another  point,  too,  be  was 
glad  to  be  able  to  coincide  with  the  hon, 
Member.  He  had  expressed  his  admira- 
tion at  the  conduct  of  the  working  classes 
during  their  recent  privations,  and  stated 
that  they  had  endured  almost  without 
complainmg  those  privations  and  distresses. 
He  agreed  with  him  that  they  had  borne 
these  most  patiently,  but  he  thought  that 
the  working  classes  had  a  right  to  expect 
more  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Yorkshire 
and  those  who  sat  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  than  the  mere  oold  expression  of 
sympathy  and  commiseration.  It  was  easy 
for  him  to  bestow  that  ch^ap  compassion, 
but  the  working  man  bad  a  right  to  ask 
him  for  more  than  that.  He  had  a  right 
to  demand  from  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  the  suggestion  of  some  special 
remedy.  But  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  with  respect 
to  the  special  remedy,  was  most  myste* 
riously  but  discreetly  silent.  That  silence 
distinguished  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite,  and  that  silence  was  cal- 
culated to  deceive,  had  it  not  been  accom- 
panied by  commiseration.  As  he  had  said 
before,  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect 
from  them  something  like  a  remedy, 
instead  of  the  easy  commiveration  of  a  few 
conservative  fears.  But  it  was  said  that 
the  country  had  given  its  confidenee  to  the 
party  opposite,  through  the  cries  of  the 
constituent  body.  Those  Gentlemen, 
however,  refused  to  declare  the  use  which 
they  would  make  of  their  newly  acquired 
power.  In  the  language  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Tamworth,  and 
to  use  the  new  metaphor  which  be,  with 
less  taste  than  usually  distinguished  every^ 


thing  which  flowed  from  hit  lips-Ubst 
hon.  Gentleman  said,  they  were  not  called 
upon  to  prescribe  a  remedy,  until  they  had 
received  the  fee.    He  admitted  that,  as 
far  as  the  constituencies  were  concerned, 
they  had  returned  an  answer  to  the  appeal, 
from  the  Crown  which  the  Ministry  could 
not  resist,  and  he  fully  agreed  with  boa. 
Gentlemen  opposite,that  seeing  the  relative 
numbers  of  parties  in  that   House,  they 
had  a  right  to  call  upon  any  Govcrameat 
to  adopt  that  constitutional  course,  which 
it  would  be   unsafe  and  improper  of  a 
Government  under  similar  circumstanees 
not  to  take.  But  he  saw  in  distinct  perspec- 
tive before  him,  that  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net would  be  called  on  to  adopt  the  very 
course  of  those  Ministers  whom  he  wished 
to  replace.    He    might,    indeed,    do    it 
with  some  slight  modification  in  the  details 
of   the    Ministerial    meuures,  but  with 
their  principles  he  must  coincide.    The 
present  Ministry  had  been  vanquished  by 
those  measures.    For  a  time  they  had 
given  them  a  still  and  silent  opposition, 
but  the  truth  had  at  last  forced  itself  upon 
their  minds.    The  course  they  had  taken, 
he   felt  assured  the   right  hon.   Baronet 
would  yet  be  constrained  to  follow.     He 
thought  he  could  see  in  the  distance  ar  e« 
petition,  with  respect  to  the  present  mea« 
suresi  of  the  drama  performed  some  twelve 
vears  ago  upon  the  question  of  Gatholie 
Emancipation.    To  the  true  principles  of 
religious  freedom  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  gradually  come  round ;  and  he  b€<* 
lieved,  that  in  the  true  principles  of  eom- 
meroial  freedom  he  would  gradually  ac^ 
quiesce.    The  time  would  come  when  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  should  treat  them  to  a 
remedy,  medical  or  political,  of  the  fira- 
sent  commereial  distress  of  the  country. 
Whatever  medical  seruples  the  right  boo. 
Member  for  Tamworth  might  entertain 
whatever  might  be  his  reluctance  to  pre., 
scribe ;  yet,  when  he  found  himself  with 
an  empty  exchequer,  he  would  be  oblig^ 
to  adopt  those  very  measures,  and  to  aay, 
with  another  celebrated  medical  ohar acter, 
he  meant  the  apothecary  in  Romeo  ttmd 
Juliets 

"  My  poverty,  and  not  my  will,  coosents.'* 

He  would  use,  if  not  the  same  lao^agoy 
at  least  the  same  motto,  as  lormed  bia  de- 
vice in  1829,  *'  Something  must  be  dono/' 
He  only  hoped  that,  on  that  ooeaaion, 
there  would  be  heard  no  such  ill-iomeoad 
words  as  "  Nusgutm  htia  jU^^i  whksh 
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he  reeolleeted  to  hare  sprang  apoDta- 
aeeuflly  bat  most  unfortunately  on  the 
former  occasion,  from  the  lips  of  aright  hon. 
agriculturist,  now  a^ain  a  Friend  of  ihe  right 
hon.  Baronet^  whom  he  now  saw  opposite. 
But  it  was  his  (Mr.  Ewart's)  opinion  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  find  this 
question  the  Catholic  question  of  com- 
merce. He  turned  now  at  once  to  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne.  If  he  might 
feature  to  state,  that  he  regretted  any 
omission,  he  hoped  that  the  House  would 
allow  him  to  say,  that  it  was  the  omission 
of  any  notice  of  the  abuses  of  our  present 
representative  system.  The  extensive  cor- 
ruption, and  not  only  the  influence,  but 
the  fQrce»  exerted  at  our  elections  in  this 
eoantry,  had  excited  not  only  the  astonish^ 
ment,  but  the  disgust  of  foreign  nations. 
The  time  appeared  to  be  come,  described 
io  the  well  known  words  of  Pope : — 

**  At  length  corruption,  like  a  general  flood, 
(Too  long  1^  watchful  ministers  withstood), 
Shall  deluge  all  j  and  avarice,  creeping  on, 
Jtoread,  i&e  a  lowi-bora  mist,  and  blot  the 

•on." 

Such  a  descriptkHi,  he  verily  believed, 
was  justly  applicable  to  the  recent  elec- 
tion^  in  tnls  country ;  and  for  such  a  stu- 
pendous moral,  as  well  as  political  evil,  a 
remedy*  sooner  or  later,  must  be  found. 
He  was  convinced,  that  the  principles  of 
the  Reform  Bill  must  be  carried  out,  and 
tome  better  appointment  be  made  of 
the  eoDStltnences  of  the  country.  With 
the  apirit  which  breathed  through  the  Ad« 
dress,  he  warmly  eoncurred,  for  it  was  the 

Sirit  of  peace.  His  hon.  Friend,  the 
ember  for  Manchester,  knew  toe  well 
the  eonstitueneles  of  the  manufacturing 
distrlela  of  that  country,  and  he  (Mr. 
Ewart)  knew  too  well  the  feeling  of  the 
commercial  and  manufacturing  commu- 
nity, not  to  feel  that  they  attached  the 
deepest  interest  to  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  of  the  world,  and  therefore  that 
portion  of  her  Majesty's  Speech  fouod  a 
ready  echo  in  the  bosoms  of  all  those  who 
represented  manufticturing  constituencies, 
aiieh  as  his  hon.  Friend  represented.  He 
particularly  rejoiced,  that  her  Majesty  had 
oeen  able  to  announce  to  the  House  that 
relations  of  peace  had  been  restored  with 
Prance,  a  country  with  which  it  was  the 
desire,  as  it  was  the  interest  of  this  coun- 
try, to  maintain  the  strictest  connections 
Of  amity  Bnd  friendship.  He  was  sure, 
that  he  spoke  the  sentiments  of  that  por- 
iioii  of  the  eountry  with  which  he  was 


connected,  when  he  said  that  Englishmen 
deemed  their  interests  closely  interwoven 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  dignity  and 
independence  of  France;  and,  therefore, 
they  hailed  witli  peculiar  satisfaction  the 
statements  from  the  Throne,  which  con- 
firmed the  concord  previously  existing, 
and  dispelled  the  unhappy  shadows  of 
discord  which  had  begun  to  hover  over 
that  part  of  the  political  horizon.  There 
was  another  portion  of  tiie  world  with 
which  he  trusted  our  relations  would  con« 
tinue  to  remain  undisturbed ;  need  he 
say,  that  he  alluded  to  the  United  States 
of  America.  The  kindred  ties  which 
united  us  with  that  country  rendered  it  a 
matter  of  feeling  as  well  as  of  interest  to 
do  every  thing  to  maintain  those  ties  undis- 
solved ;  and  although  he  was  sorry  to  say 
there  appeared  to  be  cause  to  appre- 
hend the  amicable  relations  between 
these  countries  might  be  interrupted, 
partly  in  consequence  of  the  legal  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and 
partly  in  respect  of  the  unhappy  dif- 
ferences respecting  the  north-eastern  fron- 
tier, yet,  he  trusted  that  the  mutual  in- 
terests of  both  countries  would  induce 
them  to  approximate,  so  that  no  alteration 
might  take  place  in  the  harmony  subsist- 
ing between  them.  Discord  between 
England  and  America  would  shake  the 
peace  and  commerce  of  the  world.  If 
England  and .  America  should  ever  be 
seriously  at  issue,  the  progress  and  hap- 
piness of  mankind  would  be  endangered. 
He  trusted  that  such  a  misfortune  would 
be  avoided,  if  it  were  avoidable  in  any 
manner  eonslstent  with  the  honour  and 
permanent  Interest  of  the  country.  He 
rejoiced  to  And  that  in  her  Majesty's  Speech 
her  Majestv  had  expressed  her  warm  sym- 
pathy for  her  aufierin|;  people,  and  that 
sympathy  had  not  been  confineid  to  mere 
cold  and  formal  words,  nor,  like  the  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  did  her  Majesty  con- 
fine herself  to  the  mere  expression  of  sym- 
pathy while  the  remedy  was  postponed  tp 
a  distant  day.  Her  Majesty  suggested, 
that  they  should  take  what,  in  his  opinion, 
was  the  best  and  only  remedy,  viz.  the 
adoption  of  a  system  of  commercial  reform. 
In  the  cause  of  that  reform — in  the  at- 
tempt to  lower  the  duties  both  on  articles  im- 
ported from  our  own  distant  colonies,  and 
on  those  produced  in  foreign  countries — 
many  poor  friends  with  himself  had  been 

I  doing  their  utmost,  although  for  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  time,  without  success. 
H2 
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In  that  great  cause  they  had  been  the  pio- 
neers, or  he  might  more  properly  say,  the 
forlorn  hope,  and  he  was  happy  to  6nd 
that  others  were  now  advancing  onward 
in  that  career  which  they  had  so  long  pro- 
secuted. These  measures  might  be  said 
to  have  been  begun  in  the  memory  of 
those  now  in  Parliament,  by  a  reduction 
of  the  duties  on  the  East-India  produc- 
tions—measures of  a  more  extended  na- 
ture than  had  then  been  adopted  by  the 
Government  of  the  day.  The  great  question 
of  the  Corn-laws  then  came  on.  In  the 
last  Session  there  was  presented  to  the 
House  the  celebrated  report  on  the  Im- 
port Duties.  That  report  had  awakened 
the  attention  of  the  country  in  such  a 
manner,  that  he  trusted  it  would  not 
slumber  until  all  the  restrictions  on  com- 
merce had  been  removed.  He  was  con- 
vinced that  there  were  scarcely  any  hon. 
Members  connected  with  the  landed  in- 
terest who  did  not  feel  that  nothing  was 
more  important,  even  to  their  interests, 
than  the  prosperity  of  trade  and  manufac- 
tures. The  greatest  trading  nations  had 
ever  been  the  greatest  agricultural  nations. 
With  the  increase  of  its  trade  and  com- 
merce, the  prosperity  of  the  agriculture  of 
this  country  had  invariably  increased.  He 
hoped  he  should  be  excused  if  he  referred 
to  the  conviction  on  this  subject  which 
was  entertained  by  Members  of  that  House 
a  century  ago,  showing  that  the  same 
truths  existed  in  all  time.  So  long  ago  as 
1732,  he  found  the  landed  gentry,  who 
sat  in  that  House,  expressing  their  sense 
of  the  importance  of  the  manufactures  to 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  It  was 
then,  that,  on  a  question  of  taxing  the 
commerce  of  the  country.  Gentlemen  of 
the  landed  interest,  declared  that — 

"  No  landed  gentleman  in  England  would 
choose  to  save  a  shilling  in  the  pound,  when, 
by  such  a  saving,  he  brings  ruin  on  the  trade 
and  manufactures  of  his  native  country." 

"  I  only  desire,"  says  another,  "  that  every 
landed  gentleman  would  consider  what  he 
could  make  of  his  estate,  if  we  had  no  trade 
or  manufactures,  nor  any  number  of  populous 
towns  in  England.  The  landed  estates  would 
not,  in  that  case,  bring  iu  yearly  to  their  land- 
lords the  rent  they  do  at  present;  no,  nor  one 
quarter  thereof." 

Such  opinions  were  as  true  in  the  year 
1841  as  they  were  in  the  year  1732.  His 
hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for  Manchester, 
had  referred  on  the  previous  night  to  the 
opinions  which  had  been  expressed  by  a 
person  deservedly  of  the  highest  commer- 


cial consideration  when  he  sat  in  that 
House,  the  late  Sir  Robert  Peel,  and  had 
quoted  the  observations  of  that  experienced 
manufacturer  and  trader,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Corn- laws.  He  (Mr.  Ewart)  would 
go  still  farther — he  would  quote  the  opi- 
nions of  another  person  on  the  importance 
of  extending  commerce  and  manufactures, 
namely,  those  of  the  present  Sir  R.  Peel, 
and  if  the  advice  of  the  father  were  lost 
upon  any  hon.  Gentleman  opposite^  at  all 
events,  they  would  listen  to  the  more  re- 
cent and  equally  valuable  counsel  of  the 
son.  He  found,  that,  on  the  8th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1836,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  gave 
them  the  following  sound  advice.  He  re- 
luctantly disinterred  his  speech  from  the 
political  mausoleum  o(  Hansard's  Debates; 
but  it  runs  as  follows  : — 

"  I,"  said  the  rip^ht  hon.  Baronet,  ^  cannot 
help  thinking  that  I  see  in  the  great  prosperity 
of  our  trade  and  manufactures  a  more  encou- 
raging prospect  of  an  improved  condition  of 
agriculture  than  in  any  other  cause.*'  And  in 
the  month  of  July,  in  the  same  year,  he  adds, 
**  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  hopes  of  the 
agriculturists  must  eventually  rest  on  their 
own  exertions*  I  should  rather  tell  the  agri- 
culturists to  look  at  the  farmers  of  Scotland, 
and  to  work  out  some  plan  of  amelioration, 
and  consequently  of  relief  to  themselves." 

He  trusted,  that  now,  when  hon.  Mem* 
bers  were  called  on  to  advance  that  trade, 
and  those  manufactures^  they  would  con- 
sider, that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  they  would,  in  effecting  that  ob- 
ject, advance  the  agricultural  interest  of 
the  country.  He  trusted  that  they  would, 
at  least,  have  some  respect  to  the  opinions 
of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Tamworth. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  he 
was  perfectly  satisBed  that  the  hopes  of 
the  agriculturists  should  rest  on  their  own 
exertions — that  from  them  they  would  de- 
rive their  best  success.  He  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  call  the  attention  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite,  to  the  opinions  of  one 
whose  wise  counsels  they  generally  fol- 
lowed. He  had  before  ventured  to 
refer  to  the  Scottish  farmers,  to  whom 
he  right  hon.  Baronet  referred^  and 
with  whom  the  principle  of  free  com- 
petition succeeded.  They  had  found  that 
commerce  was  their  best  friend.  It 
was  well  known  to  every  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  was  at  all  acquainted  with  agri- 
cultural matters,  that  the  cultivators  of 
the  soil  derived  from  commerce  the  most 
signal  advantages.  To  commerce  they 
were  indebted  for  the  introduction  of  such 
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improyemeots  in  agriculture  as  bone-dust, 
and  nitrate  of  soda.  The  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  North  Lancashire^  af  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Agricultural  Association  at 
Liverpool,  alluded  to  another  article  which 
was  likely  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance 
In  the  improvement  of  agriculture,  namely, 
guana,  which  was  imported  from  the  shores 
of  the  South  Pacific,  and  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  which  the  agriculturists  were  in- 
debted to  the  sagacity  of  an  enterprising 
merchant.  Nor  was  it  to  commerce  alone, 
but  also  to  manufactures,  that  agriculture 
was  indebted.  The  steam-engine  was  now 
to  be  seen  in  the  farm  yard  assisting  in 
the  operations  of  husbandry ;  and  he  was 
convinced  that  the  largest  advantages 
would  be  derived  from  more  extensive  ap- 
plication of  the  steam-engine  in  this  branch 
of  industry.  An  engine  of  six-horse  power 
could  be  put  up  in  a  farm-yard  for  1502., 
or  even  for  less,  and  the  farmers  would 
find  that  cheaper  than  the  kind  of  power 
which  Ihey  now  employed.  He  hoped 
that  the  present  race  partook  of  the  im- 
provement of  the  times,  and  were  more 
enlightened  than  their  fathers,  who  reject- 
ed every  improvement.  He  hoped  that  the 
landed  proprietors  did  not  still  bear  out 
the  assertion  of  the  most  illustrious  of  Irish 
orators,  the  late  Mr.  Grattan,  that  in  his 
days  they  *'  represented  the  inert  capital 
and  the  inert  talent  of  the  country."  Agri- 
culture, like  all  other  trades,  was  best 
promoted  by  free  competition,  and  a  stea- 
diness of  demand.  Nothing  could  be  more 
trne  than  the  assertion  of  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  Mr.  Labouchere,  that  the  present 
system  of  com  averages  caused  the  wildest 
speculation.  It  did  not  supply,  but  at  one 
time  it  starved,  at  another  time  it  inundat- 
ed the  market.  It  was  familiar  to  him, 
from  his  connection  with  Liverpool  (and 
DO  doubt  it  could  be  well  known  to  his 
late  colleague,  the  Member  for  Liverpool, 
Lord  Sandon),  that  the  corn  dealer  al- 
waysy  as  it  was  said,  went  for  the  low 
duty.  He  kept  his  corn  warehoused — as 
he  wen  could  do — till  the  averages  rose 
sufficiently  high ;  and  then  he  poured  his 
com  into  a  hitherto  empty  market.  It 
was  tme,  therefore,  as  he  bad  said,  that 
the  market  was  starved  at  one  time  and 
inundated  at  another.  The  consumer  was 
ill  supplied— commercial  gambling  was 
encouraged,  the  foreign  grower  suffered 
by  uncertainty  abroad,  and  the  farmer  by 
i^ncertainty  at  home.  The  evil,  as  his 
bx)n.  Friend  (the  Member  for  Manchester) 


had  truly  said,  went  farther.  It  was  almost 
an  axiom  that  irregularity  of  trade  pro- 
duced irregularity  of  the  currency.  This 
was  the  case  in  the  present  corn  trade. 
Uncertainty  in  the  market  produced  un- 
certainty at  the  bank.  As  all  currency 
was  only  a  representation  of  commerce, 
he  was  more  and  more  convinced  that  a 
sound  basis  for  the  circulation  could  only 
be  found  in  a  steady  and  equable  inter- 
change of  productions ;  in  other  words,  a 
sound  currency  should  be  founded  on 
"  freedom  of  trade."  But,  perhaps,  he 
might  be  pardoned  if  he  went  a  step  fur- 
ther than  the  Government.  He  believed 
that  the  measures  now  proposed  were  only 
the  beginning  of  a  more  extensive  reform 
in  our  system  of  taxation.  That  more 
extensive  reform  would  consist  in  relieving 
commerce  from  taxation,  and  basing  taxa- 
tion more  upon  property.  In  fact,  he 
owned  himself  the  advocate  of  a  property- 
tax.  He  was  so  on  two  grounds:  it  would 
leave  commerce  absolutely  and  illimitably 
free,  and  it  would  remove  taxation  from 
labour  and  place  it  upon  wealth.  Such, 
he  believed,  would  be  the  final  consum- 
mation of  the  reform  now  proposed,  a  con- 
summation anticipated  in  the  time  of 
William  3rd,  shadowed  out  ly  Adam 
Smith,  attempted  by  Mr.  Pitt,  and  to  be 
attained,  he  believed,  when  the  fullest 
development  was  given  to  our  industry  at 
home  and  our  trade  ^abroad.  The  words 
he  had  just  used  reminded  him  of  the  pro- 
digious increase  of  foreign  manufactures—, 
one  of  the  strongest  arguments  in  favour 
of  the  adoption  of  the  propositions  of  her 
Majesty's  Ministers.  The  commissioners 
on  the  state  of  the  hand-loom  weavers 
had,  some  time  ago,  fully  placed  this  fact 
under  the  cognizance  of  Parliament.  He 
need  scarcely  remind  many  Members  of 
that  House  of  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Keyser,  one  of  the  commissioners : 

''  The  establishment  in  Prussia  of  factories 
by  the  importation  of  British  machinery  and 
the  influx  of  British  engineers-— the  fairs  of 
Leipsic,  and  particularly  Frankfort-on-lhe- 
Oder,  almost  deserted  by  British  agents — in 
Saxony  almost  every  article  of  cotton  manu^ 
facture  now  produced— power-looms  erecting 
in  Austria.'' 

What  is  the  opinion  of  the  Germans 
themselves  as  to  their  own  policy?  A 
German  writer,  quoted  by  the  commis- 
sioner, observes  that 

"The  English,  who  were  formerly  placed  in 
a  disadvantageous  position  as  compared  with 
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ouneWeii  hbv«  got  om  all  their  difficulties  by 
the  operfltion  of  rnachtnery.  Why  shall  we 
idly  await  this  threatened  blow  to  our  com- 
merce? Cheapness  of  raw  materia),  and  low 
wagesi  are  on  the  sidd  of  Germany.  England 
has  overcome  these  advantages  by  the  use  of 
machinery.  Let  us  then  combat  the  English 
with  our  own  Weapons." 

Mr.  ^  Symonsi  another  oommissioner, 
some  time  since  described  the  increased 
manufacture  of  machinery  in  Belgium,  and 
lie  adds  that  foreign  manufacturers  have 
this  advantage :  an  Englishman  is,  of 
course,  prohibited  by  law  rrom  combining 
difierent  patents  in  this  countrv,  but  it  is 
not  so  abroad.  There  they  combine  them : 

*'  At  Zurich  I  have  seen  (says  Mr.  Syroons), 
a  combination  of  self-acting  mules,  severally 
produced  by  Messrs.  Sharp  and  Roberts  and 
Smith,  of  Dearston,  which  their  patents  pre- 
vented our  combining  in  England,^ 

A  remark  which  may  indicate  the  neces- 
sity of  some  day  looking  into  our  law  of 
patents.  His  hon.  Friend  (the  Member  for 
Manchester),  had  referred  to  the  loss  of  a 
great  part  of  our  trade  in  manufactured 
cotton  goods*  He  was  apprehensive  that, 
unless  we  gave  greater  development  to 
our  commerce,  we  should  materislly  suffer 
in  our  |rade  in  yarns.  Year  after  year, 
foreigners  encroached  upon  us,  and  spun 
yarns  of  a  finer  nualityi  or,  in  technical 
language,  of  a  higher  number. 

*'  I  am  as  confident  as  of  any  opinion  I 
ever  entertained  (says  Mr.  Symons)  that,  at  no 
distant  period,  the  English  yarns,  at  any  rate 
those  under  150,  will  find  no  market  in  Swit- 
zerland." 

Perhaps  he  (Mr.  Ewart)  might  here  be 
allowed  lo  add  another  citation  in  favour 
of  free  trade  from  the  same  reports  it 
went  on  to  say — 

*'  In  Switzerland  there  Is  entire  free  trade. 
Her  soil  cannot  produce  sustenance  for  half 
her  population,  yet  her  people  are  belter  fed, 
clothed,  and  eduoated  than  any  other  people 
in  Europe.'' 

He  was  sorry  to  observci  from  the  most 
recent  manufacturing  documents,  that  not 
only  was  the  foreign  consumption  of  our 
manufactured  cotton  goods  decreased  as 
compared  with  the  corresponding  six 
months  of  last  year,  but  the  consumption 
of  our  yarn  was  dtmiotshed  also;  an  in* 
dicatioft  that  foreign  manufacturers  were 
making  advances  in  the  hitherto  undis- 
turbed province  of  our  spinning,  as  well 
as  of  our  weaving.  Foreign  nations  had 
another  advantage*    They  piofiti  in  one 
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short  year,  by  our  experience  of  half  a 
century.  The  discoveries  which  It  has 
cost  us  incalculable  time,  industry,  and 
capital  to  attain,  they  adopt  at  once. 
It  took  us  half  k  century  to  travel 
through  all  the  intermediate  improve^ 
menis  of  oar  turnpike  roads  to  the  per* 
faction  of  railways.  Foreign  nations  witln 
out  undergoing  this  intermediate  appren<« 
ticeship,  profit  by  our  experience,  and 
adopt  our  railways  at  once^  This  was 
also  the  case  with  our  machinery.  They 
pass  over  from  the  rudest  systems  of  hand* 
loom  weaving  to  the  perfeotioti  of  the 
power-loom,  and  excepting  in  capital  and 
skill,  are  on  a  level  with  us  at  once.  In 
designs  for  patterns  they  are  still,  and 
have  long  been  our  superiors.  Hiarightbon. 
Friend,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  many  others,  including  him«' 
self,  bad  seen  oui*  disparity,  and  made 
earnest  efforts  to  remove  it.  But  there  is 
still  (said  the  hon.  Gentleman)  a  mora 
powerful  admonition  to  us  of  the  necessity 
of  free  trade*  What  are  those  vast  com- 
mercial combinations,  forming  themselves, 
as  it  were,  by  some  spontaneous  attraction, 
among  the  states  and  countries  of  the  con- 
tinent ?  What  is  the  vast  German  Zoll- 
Verein,  or  German  Customs-Confederstton, 
the  suggested  customs  union  of  Luxem«> 
burgh  with  Holland,  or  even  of  Belgium 
with  France;  what  are  they  all  but  so 
many  indirect  homages  to  the  genuine 
principles  of  fVee  trade?  It  is  like  the 
process  of  small  and  isolated  satellites 
springing  at  the  command  of  a  powerful 
voice  towards  a  common  centre,  and 
forming  a  homogeneous  and  advantageous 
whole.  Thus  united  they  are  infinitely 
stronger ;  and  within  the  more  extended 
circle,  commerce  comparatively  free.  Cir- 
culates with  new  vigour,  and  diffuses  a 
more  extended  light.  We  ask  you  to  ex- 
tend for  Great  Britain,  to  the  world,  the 
system  which  they  are  adopting  in  separate 
parts  of  lt<  Then  shall  you  best  meet  any 
rivalry  which  the  wise  and  Just  policy  of 
Prussia  has  created  against  you  in  the 
great  commercial  confedaration  of  Ger- 
many. Let  me  entreat  you,  Airther,  to 
adopt  these  commercial  relbrms,  bftcaase 
they  are  favourable  to  the  peace  of  the 
world.  America,  supplying  ua  with  Cotton, 
forms  a  bond  of  peace  tnitween  two  dis- 
tant nations.  Why  do  we  refuse  to  take 
her  corn  as  well  as  her  cotton^  and  thus 
create,  between  her  new  stated  and  oar- 
selves,  an  additional  seourity  for  the  nit- 
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difliurbed  (itace  and  ootnmerce  of  the 
world  ?  Far  better  to  strike  off  the  iron 
fettera  of  lestrictiony  falsely  called  inde- 
peodence,  and  to  link  distant  nations 
together  (as  Hearen  intended  they  should 
be  united)  by  the  golden  chain  of  mutual 
dependenoy*  Id  such  a  policy  he  saw 
incalculable  benefits  for  his  owa  country. 
England  being  the  great  capitalisti  would 
form  the  great  market  of  the  world.  Under 
a  feystem  of  commercial  freedom*  she 
would  become  the  vast  entrepot  of  the 
ooltotii  the  sugar,  the  coffee^  the  com,  and 
timber  of  the  world.  But  no  narrow  or 
isolated  views  ought  to  bind  heri  Her 
individua]  succese  was  closely  interwoven 
with  the  general  advance  of  nations ;  and 
there  wai  no  other  solid  foundation  for 
bar  splendour  and  duration  than  the 
peace*  prosperity^  and  progress  of  the 
world* 

Captain  Hamilton  said,  he  should  be 
readily  excused  by  the  House  from  fol- 
lowing the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down  through  all  the  topics  to  which  he 
bad  advertmi  in  his  speecn.  He  had  not 
intended  to  address  the  House,  or  trespass 
upon  their  attention,  had  it  not  been  for 
some  of  the  observations  that  had  fallen 
from  that  hon.  Member,  and  this,  perhaps, 
would  be  a  guarantee  that  he  would  not 
detain  them.  He  did  not  consider  him- 
self the  mere  delegate  of  the  opinions  of 
his  constituents,  but  he  trusted,  that  on 
all  great  occasions,  when  he  was  called 
upon  to  gife  his  vote,  that  vote  would  be 
in  acconiance  i^ith  the  opinions  and 
wishes  of  a  majority  of  his  constituents. 
The  hon*  Member  who  had  just  sat  down 
might  carry  them,  as  he  had  done  that 
evening,  through  every  subject  that  had 
engagMl  the  attention  of  the  Legislature, 
but  that  would  not  lead  the  House  or  the 
people  from  the  teal  question  at  issue, 
which  was,  the  confidence  of  the  House 
in  her  Majesty's  Ministers*  The  Corn- 
laws,  the  sugar  duties,  and  general  state 
of  trade,  were  all  very  proper  subjects  to 
be  discussed,  but  not  in  the  present  situa- 
tion of  her  Majesty's  Ministers  in  that 
Hotiie.  What  was  there  in  the  altered 
position  of  the  Ministry  that  he  (Captain 
Hamilton)  was  to  give  them  the  con- 
•dsttca  now  ha  had  so  lately  with- 
held? Why  were  the  Corn*laws  so  par- 
ticularly tntrodttccd  in  the  Speech  from 
the  Throoet'— not  with  any  idea  of  any 
practieal  result  arising  therefrom,  but 
menly  to  foiot  on  a  discussioo,  aad  allow 


the  supporters  of  her  Majesty's  Ministers 
to  draw  away  the  public  attention  from 
the  real  state  of  affairs.  He  represented 
a  more  numerous,  and  quite  as  independ- 
ent a  constituency  as  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Dumfries  burghs,  and  having  plainly 
stated  his  opinions  to  the  electors,  and 
been  returned  by  them  to  Parliament 
without  opposition,  he  thought  he  might 
fairly  suppose  he  represented  a  majority 
of  them.  Of  course,  among  all  numerous 
bodies  of  men  there  must  be  considerable 
difference,  and  many  shades  of  opinion, 
but  he  had  most  distinctly  stated,  that  he 
oould  not,  if  again  returned  to  Parliament, 
support  the  Government*  He  was  fre- 
quently asked,  ''  What  will  Sir  R.  Peel 
do  when  he  comes  into  power  V  His  reply 
had  invariably  been,  that  not  having  been 
consulted  by  the  right  hon.  fiaronet,  or 
having  the  honour  of  his  intimate  ac- 
quaintance, he  could  not  possibly  under- 
take to  say.  But  this  he  would  venture 
to  predict,  that  it  was  utterly  impossible 
any  Qovernment  formed  by  that  right  hon. 
Baronet  could  be  more  inefficient  than 
that  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen,  and 
nobis  Lords  opposite.  The  late  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Kilkenny  in  the  last  Parliament 
had  taunted  him,  and  the  Opposition 
generally,  and  warned  them  of  the  conse- 
quences that  would  attend  their  appearing 
before  their  constituents  at  a  general  elec- 
tion. The  hon.  Member  said,  they  had 
miscalculated  their  strength,  and  the  feel- 
ings of  the  country  in  their  favour,  but  if 
this  was  the  case,  what  had  happened  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  own  calculation — 
why  was  he  not  in  his  accustomed  place  ? 
He  was  no  ultra-Tory,  or  violent  party 
man,  but  he  placed  no  confidence  in  the 
present  Government,  and  deprecated  the 
course  they  had  pursued.  The  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  and 
now  one  of  the  Members  for  the  city  of 
London — he  too  had  made  a  hustings 
speech  before  the  close  of  the  last  Par- 
liament, but  that  speech  had  failed  in  its 
intended  results.  Ho  then  would  vote  for 
the  amendment,  and  not  for  the  original 
address,  for  the  reasons  he  had  ventured 
to  state,  viz.,  that  the  one  course  must 
carry  his  approval  of  the  Ministry,  and 
the  other  his  before  declared  want  of  con- 
fidence. The  simple  question  before  the 
House  was,  whether  they  agreed  in  a  vote 
of  want  of  confidence  in  her  Majesty's 
present  advisers  or  not.  For  his  part,  he 
thought  a  discussion  of  the  Corn-laws 
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was  quite  inapplicable  to  the  question  at 
present  before  the  House,  and  be  had  no 
doubt,  that  the  paragraph  respecting  them 
was  introduced  into  the  Queen's  Speech 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  boo.  Gentlemen 
an  opportunity  to  make  speeches  to  go 
forth  to  the  country. 

Mr.  fVard  denied  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
bad  stated,  that  the  discussion  of  the 
Corn-laws  was  at  present  inappropriate, 
but  this  was  not  the  word,  for  in  fact  it 
was  the  great  question  to  which  the  coun- 
try looked — it  was  the  question  which  a 
sense  of  duty  to  their  constituents  should 
make  them  look  for  an  intelligible  expres- 
sion of  opinion  in  that  House*  If  he 
wanted  any  justification  of  this  opinion, 
he  should  had  it  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  West  Riding  of  York^ 
shire,  last  night,  who  said  that  be  con- 
sidered himself  as  a  part,  and  an  integral 
part  of  the  answer  to  the  question  put  to 
country  by  the  Crown.  He  (Mr.  Ward) 
also  considered  himself  as  a  part  of  that 
answer  as  well  as  the  hon.  Member,  and 
coming  as  he  did  from  an  important 
portion  of  the  county  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  represented,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  of  telling  him  that,  if  his  consti- 
tuents and  the  more  intelligent  classes 
in  the  country  had  more,  or  rather  bad 
their  fair  influence,  the  answer  to  the 
question  of  her  Majesty  would  have  been 
returned  by  very  different  hands.  No 
doubt  but  that  it  was  a  great  triumph  to 
carry  the  election  for  such  an  important 
district  as  the  West  Riding.  It  was  one 
of  the  greatest  triumphs  for  that  party 
which  they  could  achieve,  and  it  was  one 
of  the  greatest  disgraces  for  his  side  of 
the  House  which  it  could  sustain.  He, 
however,  could  tell  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
that  the  people  of  Yorkshire  were  too  in- 
telligent to  be  deceived  by  the  nature  of 
the  course  that  he  had  adopted,  for  it 
would  appear  as  if  he  had  one  set  of 
opinions  for  Parliament  and  another  which 
he  addressed  to  his  constituents  from  the 
hustings.  It  appeared  that  both  the 
Mover  and  Seconder  of  the  amendment 
had  wished  to  make  it  appear  that  they 
were  in  favour  of  free  trade.  The  noble 
Lord,  however,  who  seconded  the  amend- 
ment with  such  good  taste^  and  in  a  spirit 
of  such  eloquence  and  singular  ability  for 
a  first  address  in  that  House,  was  evidently 
afraid  that  he  should  damage  his  character 
as  a  free  trader,  if  he  made  any  attack 
on  her  Majesty's  speech.    It  would  ap- 
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pear,  from  the  language  which  bad  been 
used,  as  if  the  only  object  which  the  party . 
opposite  had  in  view  was  their  coming 
forward  to  save  the  country  from  the 
fangs  of  the  manufacturing  classes,  of 
whom  they  spoke  in  terms  of  undisguised 
contempt.  The  hon.  Gentlemen  knew 
full  well  that  the  grounds  which  he  took 
up  last  night  were  not  those  on  which  he 
came  forward  as  a  candidate  for  the 
West  Riding,  but  be  appeared  there 
as  the  farmer's  friend.  He  last  night  op- 
posed the  Government  on  a  very  different 
ground,  and  the  bill  of  indictment  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  drew  up  was 
directed  as  well  against  Lord  Grey's  as 
against  the  present  administration ;  bat 
the  hon.  Gentleman  no  doubt  forgot  that 
some  of  the  leading  Members  of  the  party 
with  which  be  acted  were  as  responsible 
for  the  measures  of  the  former  Govern- 
ment, as  the  noble  Lord  below  him.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  also  to  the 
proceedings  that  had  taken  place  respect- 
ing the  appropriation  clause,  and  had 
talked  of  the  great  change  that  had  taken 
place  in  the  opinions  of  the  Members  of 
the  Government  on  measures  connected 
with  Ireland.  It  should  be  recollected, 
that  that  country  was  the  classical  ground 
of  political  tergiversation.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had,  on  a  question  connected 
with  Ireland,  sacrificed  bis  consistency 
and  political  character  for  a  purpose  for 
which  he  gave  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
credit,  but  for  which  many  of  those  who 
sat  round  him  had  not  forgiven  him  to  the 
present  hour.  He  remembered,  that  in 
1827,  the  right  boo.  Baronet,  the  Member 
for  Tamworth,  refused  to  join  the  Cabinet 
of  Mr.  Canning,  although  the  Catholic 
question  was  declared  to  be  an  open 
question,  on  the  ground  that  the  head  of 
the  Cabinet,  being  in  favour  of  that  mea- 
sure, it  obtained  such  a  preponderance 
that  it  would  tend  greatly  to  promote  its 
success;  and  yet  within  two  years  from 
that  time  the  right  bon.  Baronet  came 
down  to  the  House  and  proposed  the  re- 
peal of  the  Catholic  disqualification  act 
himself,  and  succeeded  m  carrying  bis 
measure  into  effect.  The  charge  of  tergi- 
versation brought  against  the  Melbourne 
Government  was  not  nearly  so  great  as 
this,  but  it  was  far  from  his  intention  to 
justify  its  conduct,  for  he  thoogfat  that 
conduct  such  as  he  had  alluded  to  was 
very  bad  in  all  cases.  He  thought,  that 
it  would  have  been  better,  both  for  the 
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right  boo.  Baronet  and  for  bis  noble 
Friend,  to  bare  abandoned  tbe  whole  re- 
aponsibihty  of  the  respective  measures  to 
their  opponents  rather  than  have  adopted 
them,  although  they  felt  the  necessity  of 
having  a  settlement  in  each  case.  The 
schism  of  the  Catholic  question  had  broken 
up  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  Government, 
and  the  surrender  of  opinion  on  the  appro- 
priation question  had  greatly  damaged  the 
present  Administration.  If  his  noble 
Friend  below  him  had  resigned  when  he 
found  that  he  could  not  carry  that  ques- 
tion in  the  way  that  he  wished,  it  was  his 
firm  belief,  that  a  Government  could  not 
have  been  framed  strong  enough  to  take 
upon  itself  office,  with  the  necessity  that 
there  would  have  been  of  increasing  the 
taxation  in  this  country,  and  with  the  in- 
tention of  diminishing  the  constituency  in 
Ireland,  and  supporting  that  monstrous 
grievance,  the  Irish  Church.  There  could 
be  no  doubt  as  to  the  present  policy  of 
the  Cabinet  having  had  the  effect  of  ar- 
raying against  it  all  the  interested  classes. 
He  saw  on  the  Benches  opposite  a  union 
of  all  these  classes  arrayed  together  to 
prevent  the  destruction  or  diminution  of 
their  respective  monopolies.  He  warned 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  beware,  for  they 
had  yet  to  see  a  combination  of  consumers 
against  them,  and  they  might  depend  upon 
it  that  would  soon  be  the  case.  From  day 
to  day  the  probability  of  such  an  event 
increased.  He  already  saw  that  the  hopes 
and  fears  of  the  party  opposite  rose  and 
fell  by  the  barometer;  and  Gentlemen 
must  be  aware  that  this  day,  which  had 
been  so  blighting  to  the  hopes  of  the 
husbandman,  and  which  excited  such 
well-grounded  fears  for  the  harvest,  would 
do  more  to  destroy  the  greatest  of  tbe 
monopolies  than  ail  the  amendments  to 
the  Address  which  they  could  send  up  to 
the  Throne.  It  was  notorious,  that  the 
present  harvest  would  be  short,  consider- 
ably short  of  an  average  one.  [No,  no.] 
He  had  consulted  many  of  the  most  able 
and  practical  men  connected  with  agri- 
culture, residing  in  the  part  of  the  country 
with  which  he  was  connected,  and  they 
assured  him  that  the  harvest  would  prove 
considerably  short  of  an  average  one. 
They  must  not  make  the  weather  a  party 
question.  At  the  same  time,  then,  that 
bon.  Gentlemen  opposite  made  it  a  party 
question,  they  charged  him  with  doing  so. 
It  would  appear  that  their  accounts  as  to 


according  to  their  political  wishes.  For 
his  own  part,  he  believed  that  the 
fair  result  of  the  practical  observations 
that  had  been  made  as  to  the  pros- 
pects of  the  harvest  throughout  the  coun- 
try, was,  that  there  would  be  a  most  se- 
rious deficiency.  Many,  as  well  as  him- 
self, who  had* inquired  into  the  subject, 
were  convinced  that  there  were  good 
grounds  for  believing  that  the  harvest  would 
fall  short  a  sixth  or  an  eighth  of  an  aver- 
age one.  He  sincerely  hoped,  that  this 
would  not  be  the  case,  but  he  was  satis- 
fied that  there  were  good  grounds  to 
believe  that  such  would  be  the  case.  Sup- 
posiDg  that  the  deficiency  was  only  to 
the  smaller  amount;  namely,  an  eighth, 
which  would  be  about  two  millions  of 
quarters,  according  to  the  general  returns 
for  our  average  consumption,  it  must  be 
recollected  that  the  whole  of  this  must  be 
paid  for  in  cash,  and  there  must  be  a 
drain  of  gold  on  the  Bank  to  this  amount. 
They  would  have  to  go  into  the  foreign 
markets  under  considerable  disadvantage, 
for  other  countries  as  well  as  ourselves 
were  suffering  from  a  bad  harvest.  It 
must  be  well  known  to  hon.  Gentlemen, 
that  such  a  drain  on  the  Bank  could  not 
fall  of  operating  immediately,  and  to  an 
immense  extent,  on  every  branch  of  in- 
dustry throughout  the  country.  The  time 
for  consideration  was  rapidly^passing  away, 
and  if  steps  were  not  instantly  taken  they 
would  have  a  repetition  of  what  took 
place  last  year ;  money  would  go  out  of 
the  country,  [which  could  not  b^  spared, 
and  every  branch  of  trade  would  become 
embarrassed  at  a  time  when  tbe  popula- 
tion of  the  country  is  most  in  want  of  food 
and  constant  work.  During  the  last  three 
years  10,381,000  quarters  of  foreign  grain 
had  been  imported  into  this  country, 
which  had  been  paid  for  chiefly  in  money 
drained  from  the  Bank.  Of  this  quantity 
there  was  7,000,000  qrs.  of  wheat,  which 
cost  17,500,000/.  and  3,380,000  quarters 
of  other  kind  of  grain,  which  cost 
3,500,000Z.  This  amount  might  just  as 
well  have  been  thrown  into  the  sea,  and  it 
was  wasted  in  consequence  of  our  not 
keeping  open  the  markets  with  foreign 
countries,  by  which  a  reciprocal  trade 
would  be  created.  He  did  not  care  one 
pin  as  to  the  men  who  might  govern  the 
country,  he  looked  only  to  the  principles 
on  which  the  Government  was  to  be  con- 
ducted, and  his  support  or  opposition  to 
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f opporting  or  opposing  sound  principtes. 
At  present,  one  side  proposed  that  there 
should  be  a  flited  duty  on  the  importation 
of  wheat,  and  that  it  should  not  be  sub- 
ject to  any  other  charge  t  this  was  cer- 
tainty an  approach  in  principle  to  free  trade, 
aUbourii  not  nearly  to  the  eitenl  which 
be  desired.  On  the  other  side,  Gentlemen 
bad  shown  symptoms  which  indicated  the 
course  they  were  likely  to  pursue*  The 
people  might  well  judge  as  to  what  was 
likely  to  follow  from  the  language  of  the 
leaders  of  the  party  opposite*  The  chief 
of  those  leaders  had  given  a  most  distinct 
pledge,  and  it  was  rather  remarkable  that 
ft  was  the  only  pledge  that  be  had  ever 
giten  during  the  whole  period  of  his  poli. 
tical  life-^tbat  he  meant  to  adhere  to  a 
fluctuating  scale.  He  belieted  that  there 
was  good  foundation  to  believe  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  adhere  to  bis 
pledfi;e,  on  this  ground,  namely— the  great 
ttumber  of  county  Members  sitting  behind 
bim--^mauy  of  whom  had  declared  that 
thchf  looked  upon  the  proposal  of  an 
eight-shilling  duty  as  an  insult  to  them, 
and  that  the?  objected  to  any  alteration 
of  the  Corn^iaws.  This  view  of  the  sub- 
ject was  corroborated  by  what  he  found 
reported  to  have  been  said  by  a  noble 
Duke  Who  had  influence  with  the  landed 
interest.  It  had  been  said  to<*night  that 
the  men  who  were  to  succeed  the  present 
Government  in  office,  would  themselves 
soon  turn  round  upon  the  landed  interest 
and  refuse  it  protection.  If  thev  didi  he 
knew  what  course  the  landed  interest 
would  take.  They  would  turn  out  the 
new  Government,  as  they  had  turned  out 
the  old«  If  the  new  Ministers  came  for- 
ward with  an  8s.  duty^  the  same  men  who 
brought  them  into  power  would  thrust 
them  out  of  it.  Again,  they  had  another 
indication  as  to  what  would  be  the  pro^ 
bable  conduct  of  the  future  Cabinet  on 
this  question,  in  the  language  which  fell 
from  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North 
Labcashire  at  his  election.  After  dwell- 
ing at  some  length  on  the  propossl  of  the 
Government,  he  said,  if  such  a  resolution 
were  to  take  place  it  would  bring  ruin  to 
the  fkrmer  as  well  as  to  the  landlords.  The 
nftture  of  the  change  involved  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  landed  interest  During  the 
discussion  whk!h  took  place  previous  to 
the  dissolution,  several  Members  who  took 
part  in  the  debate  said  that  they  regarded 
the  proposal  of  the  filed  duty  as  uothingi 
Shon  of  $Sk  iitoult  to  the  landed  interest.! 


The  eflects  of  the  present  system  had  pro- 
ved  most  destructive  to  soma  of  the  most 
important  branches  of  industry   in  this 
country.  He  would  refer  to  many  instsnces 
in  corroboration  of  this,  but  be  would  ooly 
mention  one   case,  which  bad  recently 
come  to  his  knowledge.    He  alluded  to 
one  of  his  own  constituentsi  one  of  the 
most  extensive  manufacturers  engaged  in 
producing  steel  goods,  who  sent  s  large 
cargo  of  bis  manufactures  to  the  United 
States,  when  he  found  that  the  only  pro- 
duce be  could  get  in  return  was  flour*  The 
flour  was  consigned  to  this  oountry  on 
board  two  ships,  and  the  cargoes  were  in- 
sured.    Fortunately  for  bis  friend  one  of 
these  ships  went  down,  and  he  recovered 
from  the  insurers  the  value  of  the  cargo. 
The  other  shipload  was  landed  at  Liver- 
pool, and  was  kept  in  bond  for  upwards  of 
a  twelvemonth,  when  it  was  sold  ai  a  loss 
of  ten  shillings  a  barrel.    The  obvious 
consequence  of  such  a  state  of  things 
must  necessarily  be  a  reduction  of  the 
number  of  workmen  employed  by  the  ma- 
nufacturer.   This  was  not  a  singular  case, 
for  the  principle  obtained  in  all  branches 
of  industry.    A  great  deal  of  nonsense 
had  been  uttered  with  respect  to  the  con- 
nection which  was  said  to  exist  between 
the  landed  classes  and  the  agricultural  la- 
bourers.    The  fact,  however,  was^  that 
neither  the  farmer  nor  the  landlord  kept  a 
single  agricultural  labourer  more  than  he 
required  for  the  performance  of  his  work, 
for  the  same  principle  of  political  economy 
influenced  this  class  in  the  employment  of 
labour  as  it  did  manufacturers.   The  laud- 
ed interest  were,  therefore,  not  at  all  justi- 
Bed  in  claiming  anything  like  peculiar 
merit  to  themselves  for  the  employoient  of 
labour.    The  eflect  of  the  present  eysteno 
he  knew  had  been  most  disastrous  to  his 
constituents  during  the  few  years  that  he 
had  been  connected  with  them,    At  pre- 
sent there  were  not  less  than  2,000  houses 
unoccupied    in    Sheffield^  and  the   beat 
hands  engaged  in  the  manufaotareaof  this 
place  were  continually  leaving  and  seeking 
refbge  in  other  coontriesi  in  consequence 
of  the  Injurious  effect  of  the  Gorn-laws. 
He  had  seen  in  a  paper  which  he  had  re- 
ceived that  morning  letters  from   aotne 
workmen    who    had     emigrated     froin 
Sheflield    to   America,    in    whioh     they 
Strongly   urged    their   friends  to   follow 
them  s  and  what  were  the  remediea  which 
Gentlemen   opposite  proposed  lor   eiush 
a  state  of    things  7  ^Tbey   wero    Uild 
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thai  Ihey  tnttst  pUce  implicit  faith  in  the 
aoaodneis  of  judgment  and  in  the  profon" 
dity  of  wiftdom  of  the  leadere  of  the  oppo- 
site party,  and  that,  instead  of  requiring 
any  pledgea  from  them,  or  any  inforMatioa 
ai  to  the  future  course  of  thefr  policyi  that 
they  must  at  onee  place  power  in  their 
handSi  and  wait  for  the  result  of  the  steps 
they  would  take<    He   would  ask  what 
was  there  in  the  policy  and  conduct  of 
those  Qentlemen  to  justify  their  doing  sof 
There  might  possibly  be  some  questiobs 
upon  which  the  right  hon*  Member  for 
Tamworth  might  be  as  ready  to  make  con- 
cessions as  bis  right  hon*  Friend  the  Pre^ 
sident  of  the  Board  of  Trade.    For  in- 
stance, be,  perhaps^  knight  not  object  to  a 
proposition  for  the  admission  of  foreign- 
oaught  fish,  and  some  of  the  coarser  arti^- 
dcs  of  food  for  the  lower  classes,  on  the 
same  footing  as  turbot  and  lobsters,  which 
were  the  fb^  of  the  rich,  Into  our  markets. 
Was  thersi  however,  any  probability  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  take  up' 
the  mote  important  monopolies,  with  k 
riew  to  their  removal  ?  No  doubt  a  dispo- 
ailioo  Wottld  be  mdnifssted  by  GSntlethen 
opposite  to  deal  sharply  with  the  mode  of 
taking  the  avsrageSi  and  which  his  right 
hon.  Friend  the  Prelident  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  described  last  night  as  rendering 
the  dom  trade  the  most  gambling  in  ex- 
iateoce»  Now  he  thought  that  the  averages 
were  the  only  good  and  redeeming  point 
id  the  present  system*    The  ftirmer,  no 
doabtf  might  oooasionally  lose  by  it,  but 
in  all  such  cases  the  oountry  gaitted«    If, 
tbereforef  Qentlemen  would  have  a  sliding 
eoale,  they  must  take  it  with  all  its  de- 
feets.    If  the  present  system  was  to  be 
ilontinuedy  the  opposite  pArty  must   be 
watched  with  the  greatest  care  to  pre- 
irent  them  effecting  an  alteration  in  the 
averages^  and  they  must  be  kept  to  their 
present  bill»  the  whole  bill,  and  nothing 
but  the  bill.    He  would  just  art  soon  vote 
Ibr  the  noble  Lordi  the  Member  foi*  North 
Lancashire's  Registration  bill»  which  was 
to  eSbet  such  a  serious  end  objectionable 
alleratioo  in  the  constituent  body  in  Ire- 
land, a»  for  k  change  in  the  mode  of 
taking  ibe  averages  with  the  contrivance 
of  a  eliding  selile.    There  were  many 
other  subjeets  with  respeoC  lo  which  he 
would  place  as  little  confidence  in  the 
rinht  hon«  Qentlemen   and  his  Friends. 
For  instance,  the  hon.  Baronet^  the  Mem*- 
lier  for  the  University  of  Oxford^  had  a 
(dain  oa  the  right  bob  Baroast  emi  bis 


Friends,  on  a  subject  whioh,  in  bis  opi^ 
nion,  was  highly  objectionable.  Not« 
withstanding  the  deficiency  which  eitisted 
in  the  Exchequer,  and  the  failing  state  of 
the  revenue,  no  doubt  the  hon.  Member 
for  Oxford  would  remind  the  right  hon* 
Baronet  and  his  Friends,  when  they  aU 
tained  office,  of  the  vote  which  they  gave 
in  favour  of  the  motion  of  a  large  grant 
for  Church  extension,  and  would  call  upon 
them  to  support  his  propositbn.  He 
should  like  to  know  how  this  Could  be 
done  without  a  large  sum  from  the  public 
coffers,  and  this,  for  the  sake  of  cdo^ 
sistency,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would 
feel  himself  called  upon  to  allow*  He 
could  not  conceive  how  they  could  remove 
the  commercial  and  financial  embarrass-* 
ments  of  the  country  by  such  a  proceeding 
as  this  I  and  yet,  as  a  party^  Gentlemen 
opposite  were  pledged  in  good  faitb  to 
support  the  proposition  of  the  hon,  Ba« 
ronett  Again^  with  respect  to  the  new 
Poor«law  Bill,  the  conduct  of  Gentlemen 
opposite  had  been  most  inconsistent*  His 
hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for  Bathi  had 
principally  alluded  to  the  attacks  whioh 
bad  been  made  at  the  hustings  on  Liberal 
candidates^  in  consequence  of  their  sop* 
port  of  this  measure,  and  certainly  few 
Members  had  been  attacked  more  vio- 
lently and  unjustly  than  his  hon«  Friend 
for  his  support  of  that  bilL  He  saw  many 
Qentlemen  opposite  who  he. knew  were 
acting  as  chairmen  or  members  of  boards 
of  guardians  under  this  billj  and  who  pri- 
vately declared  it  to  be  one  of  the  best 
acts  which  had  ever  passed )  but  they  ex*> 
pressed  the  highest  satisfaction  at  the 
temporary  triumph  which  had  been  gained 
ftt  Nottingham  by  the  abuse  of  this  law. 
At  the  recent  election  for  the  West  Riding 
of  YorkshirCi  he,  while  standing  on  the 
hustings,  saw  cards  showered  about,  con- 
taining the  greatest  abuse  of  that  mee« 
sttre«  On  one  of  them  was  this  ad*- 
diess; — 

"  To  lh6  Govetnor  of  tbe  Whig  6astil6. 
Adfiait  the  bearer  aud  hiS  family.  Separate 
bim  fi*om  his  Wife  and  fiittily,  atid  five  him 
skilligoleS  three  times  a  day.  (Signed)  Mot^ 
pedi  and  Milton/' 

He  did  not  know  what  might  be  the 
lengoaga  of  bon»  Qentlemen  when  they 
met  across  the  Table  in  that  Housei  but 
when  they  engaged  in  election  contests, 
was  it  fair  to  bring  such  accusations 
against  the  Liberal  candidates,  and  charge 
them  with  being  the  enemies  of  tbe  poor? 
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He  had  never  shrunk  from  expressing  his 
approbation  of  that  act,  and  the  grounds 
on  which  he  supported  it,  and  he  was 
anxious  for  its  success  when  it  should  be 
brought  forward.  He  doubted,  however, 
whether  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  be 
allowed  to  act  as  he  wished  with  respect 
to  this  measure,  as  he  knew  that  many  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  supporters  in 
that  House  had  strongly  pledged  them- 
selves in  opposition  to  the  renewal  of  this 
act  on  the  hustings;  and  on  this  point, 
therefore,  he  saw  no  reason  to  transfer  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  to  place  and  power. 
It  was  rather  singular,  that,  during  the 
discussion,  not  one  word  had  been  said  on 
the  subject  of  Ireland.  In  18«39>  when 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  contemplated 
taking  oflSce,  he  said  that  Ireland  was  his 
chief  difficulty ;  but  what  had  been  done 
to  remove  that  difficulty.  Was  it  by  at- 
tempting to  force  on  Ireland  a  measure 
which  would  render  the  constituency  es- 
sentially different  from  that  of  this  country 
and  Scotland.  He  did  not  intend  to 
charge  the  right  hon.  Baronet  with  desiring 
to  pursue  a  policy  otherwise  than  humane, 
but  he  could  not  help  feeling  that  in  Ireland 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  must  act  through 
his  instruments.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  distrusted  by  the  moderate  and 
the  liberal  party  in  Ireland;  he,  there- 
fore, would  almost  be  compelled  to  throw 
himself  into  the  arms  of  .the  old  Orange 
faction.  He  felt  convinced,  that,  with  a 
few  more  years  of  moderate  and  just  go- 
vernment in  Ireland,  and  by  assimilating 
the  institutions  of  the  two  countries,  we 
should  become  a  united  people,  instead  of 
appearing,  as  it  were,  as  two  hostile  nations. 
He  feared  that  the  opposition  which 
would  be  excited  would  bring  the  country 
to  the  verge  of  civil  war.  He  saw  a  thou- 
sand reasons  to  regret,  and  none  to  rejoice 
at  the  change  of  the  Government.  He 
saw  a  probabilitv  that  the  Irish  people 
would  be  eoaded  into  acts  of  violence 
which  would  serve  as  a  plea  for  resorting 
to  severities,  and  the  result  might  be  a 
return  of  the  dreadful  scenes  of  1 798.  He 
feared  this  would  be  one  of  the  results  of 
the  restoration  of  the  party  in  Ireland  to 
power.  He  could  not  forget  that  the 
ablest  men  of  the  party  opposite,  with  the 
exception  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  had 
made  themselves  offensive  to  the  Irish 
people  by  the  attacks  which  they  had 
made  on  them.  The  noble  Lord,  the  most 
powerful  debater,  and  one  of  the  most  able  j 


men  of  his  party — had  brought  forward  a 
measure  to  cut  down  and  narrow  the  fran- 
chise in  Ireland  to  such  an  extent,  the 
success  of  which  would  remove  all  hope 
from  the  Irish  people  of  their  being  placed 
on  an  equality  with  the  people  of  this 
country.  The  present  Ministers  had  been 
taunted  by  Gentlemen  opposite,  that  they 
were  unable  to  carry  their  own  measures, 
and  if  their  successors  possessed  this 
power,  no  doubt  the  very  6rst  measure 
which  would  be  brought  forward  would  be 
the  very  Registration  bill  which  rendered 
his  name  so  notorious  in  Ireland.  Then 
who  was  to  be  the  first  legal  adviser  of  the 
Crown  ?  The  man  whose  name  was  asso- 
ciated with  terms  applied  to  the  Irish 
people,  which  that  people  would  never 
cease  to  think  of  but  with  indignation. 
While  he  saw  a  thousand  ills  likely 
to  arise  on  every  side,  and  in  every 
quarter,  from  the  accession  of  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  to  power,  he  saw 
no  one  single  good  which  could  result 
from  the  change ;  and  he  should  therefore 
vote  for  the  Address. 

Mr.  Manners  Sutton  did  not  undervalue 
the  importance  of  the  subject  which  had 
been  referred  to ;  but  he  considered  that 
before  the  House  took  those  subjects  into 
their  consideration,  there  was  one  subject 
which  ought  to  be  at  once  decided,  and 
that  was,  whether  the  present  Ministry 
possessed  the  confidence  of  the  House. 
The  verdict  of  the  late  House  of  Com- 
mons had  been  given  against  the  Govern- 
ment ;  the  Government  were  not  satisfied 
with  that  verdict,  and  had  appealed  to  the 
people ;  and  the  noble  Lord  himself  ad- 
mitted that  the  result  of  that  appeal  had 
been  decidedly  adverse  to  him;  it  was, 
therefore,  incumbent  upon  the  present 
House,  out  of  respect  to  themselves,  out 
of  respect  to  their  constituents,  and  out 
of  respect  to  her  Majesty,  who  dissolved 
the  late  Parliament,  at  once  to  give  her 
Majesty  the  answer  which  their  consti- 
tuents had  deputed  them  to  give.  There 
was  one  point  of  a  personal  nature  upon 
which  he  trusted  the  House  would  allow 
him  to  put  a  question  to  the  noble  Lord 
opposite.  The  noble  Lord,  in  congratula- 
ting the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  chair, 
upon  his  well-merited  re-election  to  the 
Speakership,  was  reported  to  have  said  that 
he  had  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  other 
grounds  than  those  merely  of  a  political 
feeling  for  opposing  the  re-election  to  the 
chair  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  now  a 
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Member  of  the  other  House,  and  a  near 
relative  of  his.  Now,  he  had  reason  to 
know  that  this  observation,  from  the  dim- 
ness and  indistinct  nature  of  it,  had  caused 
considerable  pain  to  his  noble  relative.  It 
was  not  that  he,  in  the  slightest  degree, 
feared  any  charge  that  might  be  brought 
against  him ;  but  it  was  the  indistinct 
nature  of  the  imputation  of  which  he 
thought  he  had  reason  to  complain ;  and 
he  flattered  himself,  he  was  sure,  that 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  would  feel  obliged 
to  him  for  thus  giving  him  an  opportunity 
of  removing  this  dimness  and  indistinct- 
ness, by  stating  what  was  the  nature  of 
the  charge  he  had  suggested. 

Lord  /•  Russell  said,  perhaps  the  House 
would  at  once  allow  him  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion. In  the  course  of  the  debate  on  the  re- 
election of  Speaker,  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite,  in  the  course  of  his  short  argu- 
ments, assumed  that  the  sole  reason  why 
Lord  Canterbury  was  not  re-elected 
Speaker  in  1835  was,  that  his  political 
opinions  did  not  agree  with  those  of  the 
majority  of  the  House.  As  he  had  made 
a  different  statement  in  1835,  he  had  not 
thought  it  right  to  allow  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  assumption  to  pass  without  re- 
mark ;  and  he,  therefore,  said,  that  though 
he  did  not  wish  to  revive  the  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  on  that  occasion, 
yet  that  political  feeling  was  certainly  not 
the  only  reason  for  his  opposition  to  Mr. 
M.  Sutton,  but  that  there  were  other  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  conduct  of  that 
gentleman,  which  had  induced  him  to 
oppose  his  re-election.  He  had  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  revive  that  discussion  any 
further  than  to  state,  that  there  were  other 
grounds.  These  grounds  he  had  stated 
at  the  time,  and  though  he  had  not  since 
referred  to  the  debates,  his  recollection 
served  him  sufficiently  to  enable  him  to 
state,  that  what  he  had  then  advanced  as 
a  charge  against  the  present  Lord  Canter- 
bury, was  not  a  positive  breach  of  duty 
certainly,  but  what  he  considered  conduct 
very  unbecomingfon  the  part  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  House  of 
Commons  at  that  time,  in  1834,  contained 
a  great  majority  in  support  of  the  Govern* 
ment,  of  which  Lord  Althorp  was  at  that 
time  the  leader.  That  Government  was 
changed  in  the  course  of  the  recess,  by 
the  exercise  of  the  royal  prerogative,  a 
Privy  Council  being  called  for  the  purpose 
of  formally  making  that  change,  and 
transferring  the  Government  to  the  hands 


of  a  party  who  at  that  time  were  in  a  very 
small  minority  in  that  House.    The  then 
Speaker    of    the    House   of    Commons 
thought    proper    to    attend    this    Privy 
Council,  whereas,  it  was  his  (Lord  John 
Russell's)  opinion  that  he  ought  on  the 
contrary,  respectfully  to  have  represented 
to  the  Sovereign,  that  as  the  Speaker  of  a 
House  of  Commons,  the  large  majority  of 
whom   were  opposed  *  to  the  change,  he 
ought  to  be  dispensed  from  attending  the 
Privy  council,  as  his  attending  it  would 
seem  to  make  him  a  party  to  the  change, 
in  opposition  to  the  House  by  which  he 
had  been  elected.     He  had  slated  at  the 
time,  that  though  he  did  not  regard  this 
proceeding  of  the  then  Speaker  as  a  posi- 
tive breach  of  his  duty,  yet  he  certainly 
looked  upon  it  as  conduct  of  a  highly  un- 
becoming description  ;  and  when  the  new 
House  of  Commons  was  elected, he  thought 
it  very  unfitting  again  to  place  in  the  chair 
of  the  House  a  Speaker  who  had  thus  set 
at  nought  and  contemned  the  opinion  of 
the  House  by  whiich  he  had  been  chosen 
Speaker.    That  was  his  statement  at,  the 
time ;  and  when  the  subject  was  referred 
to  the  other  evening,  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  state  that  difference  of  political 
opinion  was  not  the  sole  reason  which  had 
induced  him   to  oppose  Mr.  Sutton  on 
that  occasion.     He  must  confess  that  at 
the  time  the  conduct  of  that  Gentleman 
had  occasioned  him  to  feel  very  consider- 
able resentment;  he  had  regarded  him  as 
an  admirable  Speaker  for  many  years ;  he 
had  borne  his  willing  testimony  on  many 
occasions  to  the  propriety  of  his  conduct ; 
he  had  ever  felt  that  nothing  could  exceed 
his  just  authority  with  the  House,  earned 
for  him  by  his  admirable  temper  and  his 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  forms  of  the 
House ;   but  he  must  at  the  same  time 
confess  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
conduct  on  the  occasion  referred  to  had 
appeared   to  him  altogether  unbecoming 
the  character  of  a  Speaker  of  that  House. 
He  had  now  stated  what  were  the  grounds 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  and  which  he 
had  thought  it  unnecessary  to  go  into  the 
other  night;  but  as  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had   put   the  question  to  him  now,   he 
lioped  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  find 
fault  with  him  for  stating  what  had  been 
his  impressions  with  respect  to  the  con- 
duct of  his  noble  relative.     He  had  no 
wish  for  a  moment  to  suggest  that  Lord 
Canterbury  on  that  occasion  h^4.yintendedi>lc 
or  wished  to  show  any  disrespect  to  theP 
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House  of  Commons;  it  was  simply  an 
error  in  judgment.  Any  feelings  which 
he  might  have  entertained  on  the  subject 
at  the  time  bad  long  since  passed  away ; 
but  at  the  same  time  he  must  repeat  his 
conviction,  that  it  would  have  been  more 
becoming  on  the  part  of  Lord  Canterbury 
had  he  respectfully  represented  to  his  So- 
vereign the  propriety  of  his  being  allowed 
to  alMent  himself  from  the  Privy  Council. 
Dr.  Bowring  said,  that  connected  as  h^ 
was  with  a  community  whose  deep  distress 
had  been  more  than  once  referred  to,  he  felt 
imperatively  called  on  to  address  the  House 
on  this  subject.  He  knew  it  was  no  pleasant 
task  to  speak  of  the  poor  and  suffering 
many  in  the  presence  or  the  privileged  and 
the  opulent  few,  but  he  must  discharge  his 
painful  duty.  In  that  House  there  was 
none  who  did  not  enjoy  all  the  comforts 
and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  lifb,  some  of 
tliem  its  superfluities  in  abundant  and 
embarrassing  excess,  and  when  he  con- 
tnuted  the  scene  around  him  with  the 
wretchedness  he  had  lately  witnessed,  and 
which  ha  was  sent  especially  to  represent, 
And  if  possible  to  remove,  he  grieved  to 
think  how  ipadequately  he  could  depicture 
that  misery  whose  echoes  were  thrilling  in 
bis  ears,  and  whose  scenes  fresh  in  all  their 
inoumful  expressiveness  on  his  mind.  He 
well  remembered  how  frequently  it  had 
been  aaid  to  him  during  his  late  canva^ 
*' Aye*  Sir  1  you  listen  to  the  stories  of  our 
grievances  noW|  you  talk  to  us  of  vour 
sympathy  and  your  pity,  but  yop  wiU  go 
to  I^ondpn  and  forget  us  and  our  suffering 
as  others  have  done^  and  we  shall  hear  no 
more  about  it,  till  you  come  again  to  ask 
the  electors  for  their  suffrages.*'  But 
he  knew  he  had  undertaken  a  solemn  trust 
9nd  he  hoped  to  show  the  House  that  the 
miseries  of  the  working  classes  claimed, 
nay,  demanded  its  prompt,  serious,  and 
reuglons  attention ;  and  let  the  House  re- 
member that  to  turn  away  from  these 
miseries,  to  avoid  inquiry  iuto  their  causes, 
to  refiise  redress  if  their  causes  can  be  dis- 
covered, would  be  alike  uncharitable,  un- 
christian and  perilous.  For  who  are  the 
sufferers?  the  unrepresented  multitudes! 
those  who  m  addition  to  their  physical  de- 
privations are  denied  the  exercise  of  their 
political  rights.  With  the  augmentation 
of  their  distress,  the  sense  of  injustice  done 
them  by  their  exclusion  from  a  voice  in  the 
representation  has  been  greatly  aggravated. 
Political  discontent  has  b^n  naturally 
mingled  with  social  and  individual  griev- 
ances, and  let  nol  Parliament  suppose  that 


the  wrongs  whidi  are  fermenting  in  the 
popular  mind  are  without  danger  to  thg 
peace  of  society*  As  a  proof  of  the  dread- 
ful depression  prevalent  in  Bolton,  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  state  the  fact  that  at  the 
present  moment  no  fewer  than  1,828 
houses  in  that  borough  were  unoccupied ; 
while  in  the  different  townships  which 
composed  the  Poor-law  urdon  tnere,  the 
number  of  houses  unoccupied  was,  8,267, 
being  one-eighth  oi  the  entire  number  of 
ffnuhed  houses  in  the  union.  Ofiicia]  re- 
turns stated,  that  there  was  not  a  township 
without  uninhabited  or  deserted  houses. 
In  Sharpies  and  Entwistle,  one  in  every 
five  is  empty;  in  Harwood  two  out  of 
nine,  in  Edjsel worth  one  to  five  and  a-half, 
in  Little  Bolton  one  out  of  six,  while 
there  has  been  in  the  last  ten  years  an  iut 
crease  of  population,  to  the  extent  of  more 
than  14,000  souls  within  that  union.  The 
House  could  not  but  feel  that  this  was  a 
state  of  things  most  perilous  to  the  public 
and  society,  and  oould  he  venture  to  Iroubla 
the  House  with  the  details  pf  cases  of  In- 
dividual suffering,  of  which  he  held  the 
records  in  his  hand,  from  authentic  sources, 
they  could  not  but  adroit  that  something 
ought  to  be  done  promptly  and  efiicaciausly 
to  remove  this  mountain  mass  of  misery. 
True  it  was  that  the  people  were  ignorant 
of  the  complications  and  perplexities  of  po^ 
litical  economy^  but  they  knew  this  simple 
and  undoubted  truth,  that  there  weyie 
many  countries  producipff  an  e;icess  of  food, 
»nd  that  this  excess  of  food  they  were  not 
able  to  obtain  in  return  for  the  labour  of 
their  hands ;  and  hearing  and  knowing  this 
they  could  not  understand  the  argumenta* 
don  or  the  legislation  by  wliich  those 
markets  were  closed  to  their  industry,  and 
by  which  they  were  prevented  from  carry- 
ing the  product  of  their  labour  where  they 
could  get  in  exchange  for  it  that  food 
for  the  want  of  which  they  were  famishing. 
Would  the  House  bear  with  him  while  he 
detailed  some  cases  of  individual  sufief- 
ing,  authenticated  by  the  evidence  of  Poor- 
law  guardians  and  magistrates  P  ^'  I  visited," 
says  the  informant,  **  a  man  and  his  wife, 
with  four  children ;  I  found  two  of  the 
children  laying  on  a  piece  of  straw,  without 
any  covering.  I  went  up  stairs  and  fiiund 
the  father  dead  on  the  boards,  without  bed- 
ding or  bed.  His  wife  told  me  that  the  day 
before  he  died  he  wished  for  a  little  bread 
and  cheese,  but  in  vain.  The  neighbours 
said  he  had  died  for  want  of  food."  Ano- 
ther wretched  case.  *'A  man,  his  wife, 
and  two  daughters  (it  is  a  guardian  of  the 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ml 


Ad..'mi$d 


{kv6.U} 


D€bai$. 


m 


poor  wko  tpeAs),  lived  in  a  oellaF,  the  wife 
and  daaghtera  out  of  work;  this  man 
earned  about  four  Bhillings  per  week  by 
weaving;  I  was  fetched  by  the  neigh- 
boursi  who  told  me  the  man  had  diea  of 
hunffer,  I  found  him  laying  dead  on  one 
of  the  looms;  they  had  neither  bed  nor 
bedding.  I  caused  a  jury  to  be  summoned. 
Their  verdict  was,  *  Died  for  want  of  food.'" 
He  felt  a  diAculty  in  selecting  eases,  from 
the  many  mournful  examples  he  held  in  his 
hand.  His  correspondent  had  been  called 
to  visit  a  family  which  he  was  infermed 
was  in  a  state  of  starvation.  He  found  the 
father  had  Just  sold  all  he  had  to  pay  his 
rent,  and  had  removed,  with  hb  family,  to 
his  father's,  whither  he  followed  him,  and 
found  the  man,  hb  wife,  and  four  children ; 
another  brother,  his  wife,  and  three  chil. 
dren ;  a  third  brother,  his  wife,  and  one 
child,  all  the  men  out  work,  all  the  women 
far  advaneed  in  pregnancy,  in  a  house 
four  and  a  half  yards  square ;  they  all  slept 
in  a  room  above  of  the  same  sise,  and 
lay  upon  little  but  straw.  He  would  men- 
tion a  case-— it  was  authenticated  by  a 
roost  respectable  magistrate^  of  a  man  who 
had  been  working  for  seventeen  years  with 
the  same  employer,  having  an  excellent 
charaeter  for  sobriety  and  Industry.  For 
the  last  three  years  he  had  had  work  only 
for  three  days  and  a  half  a-week,  having  a 
wife  and  three  chOdren,  another  daily  ex- 
pected I  during  five  years  he  has  been  able 
to  boy  no  Sunday  clothing  to  enable  him  to 
go  to  diun^,  and  scarcely  clothing  of  any 
sort  Ibr  himself  or  family.  For  five  years 
diey  had  bought  no  bedding,  for  months 
together  they  had  ta0ted  no  animal  food, 
beyond  sometimes  one  pound  of  bacon  in  a 
month  s  their  food  is  oatmeal  porridge  twice 
a-day,  potatoes  once,  and  herrings  some- 
times  j  they  borrow  the  pan  in  which  they 
dress  their  food,  and  sometimes,  for  a  month 
together,  pawn  their  clothes  at  nisht  to 
redeem  their  bedding,  and  their  bedding  in 
the  morning,  to  redeem  their  clothes.  He 
would  mention  a  ease  that  had  come  under 
his  own  cognisance,  a  good  workman,  earn- 
ing, by  fourteen  hours  labour,  nine  shil- 
lings per  week.  For  rent,  fire,  loom,  and 
candles,  8tf.  8d.  spent,  leaving  6«.  4d.  for  the 
food  of  flither,  mother,  and  Amr  children ; 
the  six  deep  in  one  bed  without  a  blanket ; 
the  liBsey  woolsey  garment  of  the  wife  was 
in  pawn,  the  husband  and  wife  spoke  of  each 
other  with  affection.  They  had  applied 
for  aflistanee,  but  only  the  workhouse  was 
ofierad.  The  wife  had  been  a  teacher  in 
the  Church  Sunday  school,  within  the  last 


six  weeks  the  man  had  worked  througli  two 
Sabbaths  for  the  payment  of  his  rent ;  he 
was  owing  fifteen  shillings ;  the  room  was 
empty  of  furniture.  Let  not  hon.  Gentle- 
men believe  that  these  are  exaggerated  tales 
of  distress.  They  are,  sad  to  say,  the  re- 
cord of  an  every  day  history,  of  a  common, 
a  too  eeneral  misery.  These,  and  all  such 
cases,  ne  remarked,  were  the  samples  of  an 
awful  mischief,  occasioned  by  that  perni- 
cious system  of  legislation  which  denied  to 
labour  its  rights,  to  the  willing  artisan  the 
liberty  of  finding  that  market  which  the 
world  would  be  delighted  to  ofier  bim.  He 
(Dr.  Bowring)  had  travelled  extensively 
over  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  he  had 
seen  in  every  quarter,  harvests  ripe  for  the 
sickle,  and  a  superabundance  of  food  wanU 
ing  a  market ;  while  in  this  country  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  people  were  border- 
ing on  starvation,  though  producing  in 
abundance  the  articles  of  clothing  which 
would  be  eagerly  purchased'  by  tho^e  who 
were  engaged  in  the  labour  of  agrieultuns 
in  other  countries.  The  character  of  these 
laws  had  been  but  imperfectly  understood; 
the  Corn-laws  were  only  a  part  of  the  sys- 
tem of  vicious  legislation.  Animal  food 
in  every  shape  was  wholly  prohiUtedi— 
prohibited  in  a  country  where,  as  In  the 
case  of  the  unfortunate  people  of  Bolton, 
crowds  of  poor  creatures  might  be  seen  eon- 
gregated  together  outside  the  shops  waiting 
to  be  serv^  with  pennyworths  of  baooni 
and  pleading  to  have  the  outside  bit8|  be- 
cause of  these  they  had  rather  more  for 
their  penny  than  of  the  inside  parts ;  on 
one  occasion  he  had  been  deeply  affected 
at  hearingof  a  poor  girl,  who  had  purchased 
a  pennyworth  of  bacon,  exclaiming  as  she 
received  it,  *^  It  is  very  little  amongst  six  of 
us."  He  had  in  his  hand  an  account  of  the 
aggregate  earnings  of  five  industrious 
weavers  fbr  a  weeVs  work ;  it  was  31«.  Hd,, 
making  an  average  of  4«.  3<f .  for  each  man, 
for  the  week's  sustenance  of  himself  and  his 
family.  The  hon.  Member  for  Manchester 
had  raferred,  but  withopt  going  into  details, 
to  some  striking  facts  respeoting  those  trades 
which  depend  upon  the  labouring  classes. 
Now,  in  Boltoui  where  the  population  with- 
in the  last  five  years  had  increased  by  4,000 
souls,  the  number  of  Journeymen  tailom 
and  slop-workers,  which  five  years  ago  was 
500,  was  now  but  260,  end  very  many  of 
these  were  almost  unemployed.  The  num- 
ber of  shoemai^ers  in  the  same  borough  had 
been  reduced  by  one-third,  and  those  who 
remained  had  a  great  difficulty  in  maintain- 
ing themselves.    The  number  of  associated 
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carpenters  had  been  reduced  by  one-fourth, 
and  many  of  those  who  remained  were  un- 
employed. A  large  proportion  of  the  trade 
of  provision  shops  with  the  poor  was  now 
carried  on  in  pennyworths  of  butter,  cheese^ 
bacon,  sugar,  and  so  on^  and  in  very 
many  cases  the  shopkeepers  were  en- 
treated to  give  credit  even  for  this  small 
amount ;  and  the  kindnesses  and  charities 
which  the  working  classes  were  accus- 
tomed to  shew  to  one  another  were 
checked  and  sometimes  annihilated  by  the 
pressure  of  their  own  distress.  How  could 
those  who  were  struggling  to  save  them- 
selves from  starvation  extend  the  hand  of 
benevolence  to  those  who  were  even  more 
miserable  than  they  ?  Schools  and  churches 
were  deserted  for  want  of  decent  clothing, 
and  the  poor  may  often  be  seen  washine 
their  rags  on  the  Sabbath,  being  unprovided 
with  a  change.  And  while  such  was  the 
state  of  things  in  our  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts, the  suffering  must  at  last  re-act 
upon  the  agriculturist,  for  a  pauper  popu- 
lation, and  the  population  would  be  driven 
to  pauperism— could  be  but  indifferent 
consumers  of  the  produce  of  the  land.  The 
state  of  our  commercial  relations  with  fo- 
reign countries  was  such  as  to  excite  the 
utmost  anxiety.  According  to  the  last  offi- 
cial returns,  the  quantity  of  goods  exported 
from  this  country  to  the  United  States,  was 
8,800,000^  worth,  but  the  United  States 
had  begun  to  threaten  us  with  retaliation, 
for  the  pernicious  system  of  trade  upon 
which  we  acted,  and  to  demand,  in  the 
most  unequivocal  manner,  that  if  we  ex- 
ported our  manufactures  there,  we  should 
consent  to  take  their  productions  in  pay- 
ment. The  Braails  too,  with  whom  we 
had  hitherto  enjoyed  a  most  favourable 
trade  for  thb  country,  now  that  the  treaty 
under  which  we  had  traded  was  about  to 
expire,  gave  every  indication  of  an  inten- 
tion not  to  renew  that  treaty  with  us,  un- 
less we  reformed  our  scale  of  duties,  and 
placed  the  sugar  trade  with  foreign  countries 
on  a  fairer  footing.  The  countries  of  Europe 
too,  those  which  had  hitherto  been  most 
willing  to  carry  on  a  fair  commercial  inter- 
course with  usy  would  lose  all  patience,  if 
the  dictates  of  justice  and  fair  dealing  were 
bnger  rejected  by  the  British  Parliament. 
He  himself  had  again  and  again  been  the 
bearer  of  friendly  messages  from  foreign 
powers  to  the  Government  of  England, 
and  what  had  always  been  the  answer?  ''We 
dare  not  propose  any  alteration  in  the  Corn- 
laws — we  dare  not  propose  a  modification 
of  the  timber  duties-— we  cannot  even  make  I 


provisional  treaties  which  would  enlarge 
the  markets  of  England,  for  we  are  certain, 
from  all  experience,  that  Parliament  would 
reject  all  such  modifications.'*  But,  let  the 
Parliament  take  good  heed  how  it  longer 
resisted  the  voice -pf  reason  $  the  difficulties 
of  the  matter  increased  year  by  year,  month 
by  month,  day  by  day,  hour  by  hour ;  that 
which  could  have  been  done  in  1839,  could 
not  be  done  in  1841;  they  must  go  for- 
ward towards  liberalism,  or  backwa^s  to- 
wards perdition.  Already  the  Commercial 
League  of  Germany,  there  was  reason  to 
apprehend,  had  it  in  intention  to  double 
the  duties  on  our  cotton  twist  and  yam. 
With  respect  to  the  great  agricultural  in- 
terests, he  thought  they  had  no  reason  to 
look  with  alarm  upon  a  change  in  the  pre- 
sent system.  The  extra  proiduce  of  com 
of  all  the  corn-producing  countries  in  the 
world  was  small — four  or  five  millions  of 
quarters  at  the  most.  Undoubtedly,  that 
amount  of  com  would  be  consumed  from 
the  higher  wages  given  to  the  labouring 
population  of  this  country/  provided  its  fo- 
reign trade  was  extended.  He  was  con- 
vinced, that  if  our  commercial  relations 
were  extended,  as  they  might  be,  we  i^ould 
consume  not  only  all  our  own  com,  but  all 
the  corn  that  the  world  could  furnish  us 
with  besides.  He  did  not  wish  to  trespass 
longer  upon  the  House,  but  he  felt  com- 
pelled to  represent  to  them  that  there  was 
now  a  fearful  mass  of  misery  and  a  fearful 
mass  of  discontent  The  people  came  to 
the  House  with  a  petition  for  relief,  and  he 
besought  them  not  to  tum  to  that  petition 
an  unwilling  or  unlistening  ear.  He  im- 
plored the  House  to  give  some  hope  of  a 
redress  of  grievances,  to  tell  the  producing 
classes  that  the  field  of  labour  should  be 
extended  to  its  utmost  accessible  limits — 
for  so  only  could  they  anticipate  peace — 
so  only  could  they  produce  prosperity. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Stewart  would  follow  the 
example  of  the  Mover,  and  his  noble  Friend 
the  Seconder  of  the  amendment*  and  state 
the  reasons  which  gave  him  the  victory  in 
the  large  and  important  county  which  he 
represented.  The  first  that  he  would 
merely  mention  was,  that  his  known  de- 
termination to  stand  by  the  Church  of 
Scotland  in  her  present  trials,  and  to  res- 
cue her  independence.  The  other  was  his 
well-known  character)  as  an  unflinching 
advocate  of  free  trade  in  every  view  that 
could  be  taken  of  it.  He  would  limit  du- 
ties nearer  to  the  exigencies  of  revenue, 
and  the  sooner  that  principle  was  acted 
upon,  the  better  for  the  country.    He 
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could  not  agree  with  the  gallant  Memher 
who  had  said  that  all  discussion  should 
merge  itself  into  the  question  of  yes  or  no. 
Had  the  House  confidence  in  her  Majesty's 
Ministers  or  not  ?  The  questions  had  been 
fairly  raised  by  her  Majesty's  Speech,  and 
in  his  opinion  the  House  had  a  right  to 
speak  to  them  as  direct  questions.  In  ac- 
cordance with  that  opinion^  he  would^  as 
the  representative  of  a  large  and  important 
county,  embracing  the  agricultural,  the 
commercial,  and  the  manufacturing  inter- 
ests, every  one  of  which  were  in  a  state  of 
extreme  distress  from  vicious  legislation — 
he  would  address  a  few  words  to  the  House 
respecting  the  Budget^  as  it  was  called, 
ana  few  they  would  be,  because,  from  the 
state  in  which  the  country  now  was,  it 
was  perfectly  clear  that  many  occasions 
would  occur  for  discussing  the  question 
seriatim.  The  first  question  that  pre- 
sented itself  was  that  of  the  sugar  duties. 
He  did  not  know  whether  many  in  the 
House  remembered  his  former  appearance 
there;  if  so,  they  would  know  that  he  had 
a  deep  stake  in  the  colooies ;  that  he  must 
stand  or  fall  along  with  them ;  that,  ac- 
cording  to  their  prosperity,  so  would  he  be 
prosperous ;  and  as  a  colonist,  he  felt  con- 
strained to  thank  the  Ministers  for  the 
principle  of  the  commercial  code  offered  by 
them.  He  approved  of  the  principle  in- 
Tolvedj  but  he  opposed  the  details  :  but  it 
had  been  said,  in  another  place  that  the 
principle  of  commercial  freedom  was  what 
ought  to  be  established^  and  the  de- 
tails could  be  settled  hereafter.  In  his 
opinion,  and  speaking  as  a  colonist,  he  said 
the  proposition  forr^ucingthe  distinctive 
duty  on  the  staple  duties  of  the  colonies^ 
was  one  fraught  with  unmixed  good,  and 
would  tend  much  to  their  prosperity.  He 
congratulated  the  colonial  interests  on  it, 
because  it  was  a  proposition  to  make  the 
colonies  an  integral  portion  of  the  empire. 
As  a  matter  of  course,  their  produce  must 
be  admitted  to  all  the  colonies  of  the  em- 
pire the  same  as  the  produce  of  Britain. 
Then  with  regard  to  the  timber  duties, 
be  said,  those  connected  with  Canada  were 
mad,  or  as  they  would  more  expressively  say 
in  his  country,  demented,  if  they  did  not 
at  once  close  with  the  proposition  made  to 
them^they  were  offered  a  differentiid  duty 
of  150  per  cent.,  just  what  the  country 
complained  the  colonies  enjoyed,  but  they 
were  quite  willing  to  take  50.  So  absurd 
were  the  present  duties,  that  it  was  a 
paying  traae  to  take  Baltic  timber  to  Ca- 
nada and  then  smuggle  it  in  at  the  low 
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duty.  It  was  too  absurd  a  system  to  last, 
and  must  sooner  or  later  fall,  and  he  said 
the  sooner  the  better  for  all  parties.  Now 
with  regard  to  the  Corn-laws.  It  appeared 
from  the  tone  of  the  debate,  as  if  it  was 
thought  that  there  was  an  extraordinary  op- 
position between  the  views  of  each  party. 
No  one  was  found  seriously  to  advocate  a 
total  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws.  The  pro- 
position made  was  a  fixed  duty  instead  of 
a  sliding  scale ;  and  he  said  that,  consider- 
ing that  the  latter  had  been  tried  for  200 
years — ever  since  the  time  of  Charles  the 
second,  during  which  period  there  had 
been  forty  changes  of  the  law,  they  were 
now  entitled  to  a  trial  of  the  fixed  duty. 
In  1828,  Mr.  C.  Grant,  in  bringing  in  the 
present  act,  admitted  that  it  was  a  ques- 
tion of  minor  importance  whether  the  pro- 
tection was  a  fixed  duty  or  a  sliding  scale. 
So  also  said  Mr.  Huskisson.  He  said  he 
lamented  the  errors  of  the  Bill  of  1815. 
which  had  caused  prices  to  be  lower  than 
they  would  have  been  had  the  corn  trade 
been  free  and  unfettered  since  that  time, 
and  he  said  he  would  be  prepared  to  con- 
cur at  the  beginning  of  next  Session  in  any 
measure  for  fixing  the  duty  at  a  rate  that 
should  gradually  descend  to  its  proper 
level.  He  would  remind  the  House  that 
no  commercial  reform  had  ever  been  pro. 
posed,  but  had  been  denounced  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  present  questions  by  the 
monopolists  of  that  day.  lie  was  perfectly 
convinced,  that,  in  a  very  short  period,  the 
Corn-laws  would  be  settled  on  a  satisfkc- 
tory  basis.  Even  the  Mr.  Peel  of  1828 
said  a  sliding  duty  would  lead  to  a  gradual 
importation.  Now,  had  it  not  led  to  the 
very  evil  which  he  thought  to  obviate? 
From  1816  to  1828-^thirteen  years,  we 
imported  three-and-a-half  millions  of  quar- 
ters I  and  from  1828  to  1840--^ther  thir- 
teen years,  the  importation  was  11,200,000, 
but  it  was  not  gradual ;  for,  in  six  years 
of  the  latter  period,  no  less  than  ten  mil* 
lion  out  of  the  eleven  were  brought  in. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  complained  that  they 
agitated  the  country ;  but  if  ever  there 
was  a  legitimate  question  upon  which  the 
country  ought  to  be  agitated,  the  present 
was  that  question.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
on  all  matters  of  vital  importance  agitation 
was  exceedingly  beneficial ;  and,  in  corro« 
boration  of  that  opinion,  he  would  quote 
six  words  from  Mr.  Burke,  who  once  said, 

'<  I  am  not  of  the  opinion  of  those  gentle* 
men  who  are  against  any  disturbing  of  the 
public  repose.  I  like  clamour  whenever  there 
IS  abuse.    The  fire-bell  at  midnight  disturbs 
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your  sle^p,  but  it  Veepiyou  from  being  burned 
in  your  bed.  The  tiue  and  cry  alarms  the 
province,  but  it  preserves  the  property  of  the 
people," 

All  such  clamours  led  to  the  pre?entioii 
of  evils  and  the  redress  of  abuse — and  that 
brought  him  to  the  point  which  forn^ed 
the  nnaio  accusation  against  the  Govern- 
ment— viz.^  that  they  had  dissolved  the 
Parliament.  Nowj  he  was  one  of  those 
who  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Government  would  have  been  unpardon- 
able if  it  had  not  dissolved  Parliament. 
Before  they  had  taken  that  step  their  re- 
sponsibility was  serious;  but  now  that 
re8|K)nsibilit^  was  ligbt  j  and  although  the 
prospects  might  be  more  dreary,  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  rejection  of  tbe»e  mea- 
sures was  with  the  people,  and  redress 
was  in  their  own  bands.  His  noble  Friend, 
the  seconder  of  the  amendment^  had  stated 
that  he  was  a  disciple  of  free-trade,  but  he 
believed  his  noble  Friend  had  qualified 
that  expression  by  saying  that  be  was  a 
disciple  of  free  trade,  with  the  exception 
of  those  articles  in  which  particular 
interests  were  involved.  Now,  so  far 
OS  he  understood  his  noble  Friends  he 
would  not  interfere  with  any  of  the 
articles  which  were  at  present  the  ob- 
ject of  legislative  protection,  and  thus  it 
appeared  that  exception  was  the  rule  and 
tne  rule  the  exception.  He  feared,  not- 
withstanding the  talents  and  abilities  his 
Doble  Friend  had  displayed,  that  the  Mi« 
sisterial  side  of  the  House  would  gain 
nothing  from  him»  unless  be  enlarged  his 
▼lews  upon  that  subject.  There  was  one 
point  wnich  had  occasioned  him  some  un* 
easiness,  and  that  was  what  fell  froni  his 
hon.  and  learned  Friend  tbe  Member  for 
Bath,  with  reference  to  the  case  of  Mr* 
M'JL,eod.  And  he  did  hope  that  the  right 
hon»  Baronet  oppoiite,  or  some  Member  of 
the  Government,  would  refer  to  that  pain* 
ful  Bubjecti  which,  in  hi«  opinioui  his  hon» 
and  learned  Friend  had  treated  in  a  man* 
ner  which  was  unwise,  ill  judged,  and  aL 
moat  mischievous.  These  observations 
would  reach  America  at  tbe  time  of 
M'I.eod*s  trial,  and  what  would  he  their 
effect?  Why  the  Americana  would  read* 
that  at  the  opening  debate  of  a  most  im- 
portant Session  such  assertions  as  tbe  fol* 
lowing  had  gone  forth  uncontradicted^ 
that  M'Leod  was  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
the  country  which  had  seized  him— that 
he  must  be  tried—that  he  might  be  found 
euilty,  and  if  found  guilty,  he  must  be 
hanged.     Now^  h^  w^  DO  hiffjer,  but  it 


{COMMONS} 


tQthSpmh'-        m 


appeared  to  him  that  there  waa  a  good 
deal  too  much  of  professional  intricacy  ip 
the  statement  of  his  hon«  and  learned 
Friend  last  night.  He  would  take,  howr 
ever,  the  common  senee  and  humanity  of 
the  case,  and  he  must  sajr  that  such  a 
statement  was,  in  his  opinion,  very  ill 
judged.  He  was  glad  to  find,  that,  upon 
a  former  occasion,  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  had  so  far  identified  himself  with 
M'Leod,  as  to  say,  that  whatei^er  was  done 
to  M'Leod  was  done  to  the  country.  He 
had  no  hesitation  in  statingi  thatt  in  bis 
opinion,  whatever  was  done  to  M'Leodi 
considering  that  he  acted  under  British 
authority,  was  done  to  the  British  natioU' 
That  was  the  lan|[uage  which  he  wislied 
to  bee  ^0  forth,  if  it  came  from  some  proper 
authority  in  that  House,  and  not  the  sort 
of  special  pleading  the^'  had  last  night 
He  had  taken  tbe  moat  important  point  in 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend's  obeervation, 
and  bis  hon»  and  learned  Fneqd  said,  that 
it  was  an  old  quarrel  between  them,  aa  re^ 
garded  the  relation  between  that  country 
and  the  colonies.  With  regard  to  Canada* 
the  first  experiment  of  Mr,  Fitt  waa  a 
dan{(erous  one.  and  it  was  denounced  by 
Burke  and  FoXi  tbe  former  of  whom  fore-p 
told  that  they  were  planting  the  fruit  of 
bitterneaa»  which  would  afterwards  spring 
up  and  embarrass  them.  There  waa  another 
question  alluded  to  by  his  hon-  and  learned 
Friend  he  oould  not  forbear  referring  to. 
His  boo.  and  learned  Friend  also  aaidi  he 
hoped  the  loss  of  the  opium  which  had 
been  Mzed  by  the  Chinese  government 
would  fall  on  tbe  owners  of  the  opium.  In 
that  caae  be  waa  satisfied  that  the  honour 
and  good  faith  of  tbe  country  would  b^ 
tarniahedi  and  in  bis  opinion  the  Chinese 
government  had  no  more  right  to  ask  for 
the  delivery  and  confiscation  of  the  grei^ter 
part  of  that  opium,  than  they  hadto  ask 
for  the  delivering  up  of  cargoes  now  float* 
ing  on  the  river  Thames^  It  was  beyond 
the  power  and  jurisdiction  of  the  Cbioeae 
government,  and  was  under  tbe  protection 
of  British  vessels.  He  was  not  an  opium 
proprietor  in  any  way.  He  saw  a  smile 
come  over  the  countenance  of  his  noble 
Friend  oppositCi  as  if  be  thought  him  an 
opium  eater.  He  could  assure  him  that 
be  bad  nothing  more  to  do  with  it  than 
viewing  the  question  upon  general  princi« 
pleS|  and  he  hoped  that  such  opinions  aa 
those  of  his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  would 
not  be  allowed  to  prevail,  but  that  resti- 
tution would  be  bad  for  every  ix>uud  of 
opium  destroyed.     With  r^^gara  to  tbis 
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vole  of  ooftfidence  in  her  Majesty's  Mi- 
Qisleiw,  be  mugt  say,  that  with  all  their 
fimlta  be  preferred  them  to  those  who 
were  comiog  across  the  House  to  take 
their  seats;  and  even  if  they  had  more 
fiiults  than  were  laid  to  their  charge,  he 
could  not  part  without  a  sigh  irom  those 
who  had  done  so  much  good  in  so  little 
time.  The  hon.  Movev  of  the  amendment 
smiled  of  course^  because  his  account  was 
made  pp  in  a  very  diiferent  spirit  in  which 
he  would  cast  bis  up.  But^  he  thought,  if 
the  hon.  Member  had  got  a  simple  narra- 
tive of  the  ten  acts  which  they  had  passed 
io  the  course  of  the  ten  years,  it  would 
piusle  the  hon.  Gentleman,  or  many  other 
men  of  that  House,  to  point  out  where  so 
moch  good  had  been  done  by  any  other 
paFty.  Thfcy  had  had  an  enumeration  of 
their  acts  last  night,  and  he  would  go  over 
his  list  without  comment.  They  had  the 
Reform  Act,  the  Negro  Emancipation  Act, 
the  Poor-laws  for  England,  ana  the  Poor- 
laws  for  Ireland  ;  they  had  the  Municipal 
Corporation  (England)  Act,  and  the 
Municipal  Corporation  for  Ireland  ;  they 
had  the  English  Tithe  Act,  and  the  Re- 
gistratioo  of  Births  and  Deaths  Act. 
[Irtmcal  Cheers,^  He  did  not  under- 
Itand  those  cheers.  He  wquld  merely 
answer  them  by  saving,  the  usefulness 
of  that  act  was  well  known  in  the  po- 
pulous parts  of  the  country ;  and  those 
who  had  seen  the  evils  it  had  counteracted, 
and  the  good  it  had  produced,  could  have 
DO  eifaer  opinion.  Then  there  was  the 
Criminal  Law  Amendment  Act,  and  though 
last,  not  leasti  ^be  Canada  Union  Bill. 
The^  bad  given  them  these  acts  in  the 
eourse  of  ten  years,  and  for  thfit  he  gave 
them  bis  most  unreserved  thanks.  All  he 
saw  to  take  from  the  merit  of  the  Goyern- 
ment  was  this,  he  admired  their  biidget^ 
tad  the  principles  on  which  it  was  pro- 
jected, but  he  took  from  then)  the  ori- 
ginality of  projecting  it.  They  hfid  no 
more  the  merit  of  first  proposing  ^hat 
budget  as  it  now  stood  than  he  had.  The 
right  bon.  Baronet,  the  ^f  ember  for  Dor- 
ebester,  alpna  bad  the  merit  of  it.  At 
page  100  of  a  balf-bound  pamphlet,  inti- 
iuled  **  Corn  and  Currency"  which  had 
gone  through  four  editions,  and  written 
by  that  right  hon.  Baropet,  what  did  he 
Hod  ? — precisely  the  budget  propose  1  by 
her  Majesty *s  Government. 

'^Tfae  last  object,  said  that  pamphlet,  a 
steady  supply  of  porn  at  a  moderate  price,  will 
pe  obtained  by  a  repeal  of  the  present  Corn- 
laws,  and  Dy  a  constant  import  at  a  fixed  duty 


— a  duty,  as  I  have  before  stated^  equal  to  the 
burden  borne  by  the  land.  Nor  will  it  be  wise 
to  stop  even  at  this  point.  If  the  landowner 
is  to  give  up  his  monopoly  for  tb^  public  goodi 
sjf^ll  the  E^stJndia  Company  i^pd  the  West* 
India  pioprietors  be  suffered  for  one  daj  to  re- 
tain the  full  enjoyment  of  thoir  exclusive  pri- 
vileges ?  Shall  the  consumer  be  obliged  to  pay 
an  exorbitant  price  for  his  tea,  and  for  his 
sugar,  that  particular  interests  may  be  bene- 
fited ;  and  shall  the  landed  proprietors  and  the 
gentry  of  these  realms  alone  be  sacrificed  ?  On 
tlie  contrary,  let  us  a^opt  the  sound  principles 
of  free  trade,  but  let  us  not  permit  their  qp? 
plication  to  the  staple  produce  of  mere  land. 
Let  us  destroy  the  heavy  duties  on  timber, 
which  add  so  much  to  the  expense  of  build- 
ing a  ship  or  a  house  in  the  mother  country, 
for  the  saU  of  conferring  a  paltry  premiun)  to 
our  colonies.  And,  since  we  are  bent  on 
establishing  a  foreign  competition,  let  u^  re- 
duce largely  tho^e  taxes  which  effect  both 
the  commerce  and  the  manufactures  of  the 
country." 

Her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  i)p  meril; 
in  the  priginal  invention  of  this  p)ftn, 
which  b^  been  printed  in  four  editions 
before  it  h^  been  besrd  of  from  (he 
TreasMry  bencb«  aod  he  now  claimed 
of  the  right  hon,  Parpnpt,  when  he 
returned  to  office  to  return  s^lsp  to  bis 
former  opinions.  If  the  right  hqn,  (jeur 
tleman  was  present,  he  wpuld  psdl  Mpon 
him  to  discuss  his  old  ppioipns  with  his 
new  friends ;  tp  turn  to  his  right,  mi  to 
discuss  the  Corn-laws  with  the  pigbt  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Kent;  ^n4  tp 
turn  to  bis  left,  and  disci|§s  with  tba  right 
hon.  Baropet  the  Member  for  Tan^vortbj 
the  f:utrency  auestipi).  If  the  right  bPPt 
Baronet  wqula  only  dispus^  bin  Pew  npipn 
ions  with  bis  old  friends,  and  bis  old  QpiQ" 
ioqs  with  his  pew  friends,  thev  woMld  b^Fe 
him«  li|<e  water,  finding  bis  Wl  ^t  {jist. 
Before  concluding,  with  many  thanks  Iq 
the  House  for  the  kindness  ^nd  patienep 
with  which  it  h^i  beard  him,  he  woiild 
just  remark  tp  the  right  hpp.  Baronet, 
that  he  h^  read  with  gre^t  dplight  the 
graphic  sketches  he  bad  in^de  jp  bis  speeph 
at  the  close  of  the  i^st  Session.  On^  was 
with  regard  t^  a  good  man  struggling 
with  difficulties,  and  the  other  was  a  fish- 
ing sketch  of  bobbing  for  a  budget.  He 
feared,  that  these  sketches  wQulc}  remain 
Cabinet  pictures.  He  thopgbt  they 
should  still  baFO  the  good  man  struggling 
with  difficulties,  and  the  right  boQ*  oaro- 
net,  who  was  marked  put  as  the  Xlbaocel- 
lor  of  the  Gi^chequer,  taking  bis  station 
on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House,  wmild 
himself  be  the  good  man  be  had  so  accu« 
12 
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ratehr  described.  Then,  with  regard  to 
the  fishing  sketch.  They  had  been  bob- 
bing for  a  budget,  and  lately  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  been  fishing  for  a  ma- 
jority* and  having  hooked  it,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  appeared  not  to  know  exactly  how 
to  land  it.  His  brothers  of  the  angle  in 
that  Hoase,  knew  well  that  it  was  easier 
to  hook  a  fish  than  to  land  a  fish.  They 
all  recollected  the  lines  of  Pindar  upon 
Isaac  Walton,  which  he  thought  might  be 
applied  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  present 
position : — 

**  And  when  he  tries  to  pull  thee  out, 
God  give  thee  strength,  thou  little  trout, 
To  pull  old  Isaac  in/' 

With  regard  to  these  principles  of  com- 
inercial  reform,  the  course  which  the 
House  was  now  about  to  adopt  might  de- 
cide the  fate  of  parties  for  a  time ;  but 
what  was  fiar  more  interesting  to  them, 
was  that  it  would  decide  the  financial 
prosperity  and  commercial  features  of  the 
country.  To  that  end  he  was  sure  it  was 
hastening,  and  its  thorough  completion 
would  be  secured  by  the  good  sense  and 
good  feeling  of  the  people  of  that  country, 
although  it  had  been  boasted,  not  very 
tastefully  last  night,  that  the  majority  of 
the  country  Gentlemen  in  that  House  were 
ready,  scythe  in  hand,  to  cut  them  down. 
He  thought  the  returning  good  sense  and 
the  interests  of  the  country  would  enable 
them  ultimately  to  maintain  their  ground 
against  any  force  that  might  be  brought 
against  them.  He  could  assure  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  that  that  question  should 
have  no  rest  until  it  was  settled,  and  that 
he,  as  an  humble  individual,  so  long  as  he 
stood  there  the  representative  of  the  in- 
dustrious and  wordiy,  but  now  sufiering 
classes  would  give  him,  and  the  Govern- 
ment to  which  he  belonged,  no  rest  by  day 
or  by  night,  until  those  principles  were 
rescinded  on  the  Statute-book,  and  the 
laws  which  at  the  present  moment  brought 
destitution  and  suffering  on  the  people, 
were  expunged  for  ever. 

Mr.  Crawford  said,  there  were  many 
parts  of  the  Address  in  which  he  could  not 
concur.  It  was  stated  that  the  great 
powers  of  Europe  were  united  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preserving  the  peace  of  Europe ; 
but  he  could  only  regard  that  as  a  species 
of  despotism  for  the  purpose  of  exercising 
an  undue  influence  over  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  the  people.  He  could  not, 
therefore,  concur  in  that  passage  of  the 
Speech.     Again,  they  were  desired  to  ex- 


press their  agreement  with  her  Malesty 
that  the  extraordinary  expenses  should  be 
provided  for ;  but  he  could  not  express  his 
concurrence  in  that  part  of  the  Address. 
In  his  opinion,  the  war  with  China  was 
one  of  the  most  unjust  that  ever  was  un- 
dertaken by  a  nation.     It  was  a  war  to  es- 
tablish a  contraband  trade,  and  if  any  lives 
were  lost  a  charge  of  murder  might  be  pre- 
ferred against  those  who  were  the  instiga- 
tors of  it.     He  would  come  to  that  part  of 
the  Address  in  which  he  mieht  be  supposed 
to  concur.     They  were  called  on  to  revise 
the  Import  duties,  and  he  was  persuaded 
that  they  were  a  great  evil,  and  the  sooner 
they  were  removed  from  the  statute-book 
the  better.     With  regard  to  the  repeal  of 
the  Corn-laws,  he  did  not  esactly  under- 
stand what  the  Address  meant.     He  ob- 
jected to  the  principle  of  an  85.  duty,  and 
he  thought  they  should  abolish  the  whole 
of  the  vexatious  imposts  called  the  Corn- 
laws,  which  conferred  protection  upon  only 
a  section  of  the  community ;   for  it  was 
well  known  that  the  only  parties  benefited 
were   the  landlords,   who   were    enabled 
thereby  to  obtain   higher   rents.      There 
were  other  matters  in  the  Address  to  which 
he  wished  to  allude ;  and  he  must  be  al- 
lowed to  express  his  regret  that  there  was 
no  notice  in  it  of  the  necessity  of  reforms, 
which  were  advisable  for  the  advancement 
of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  by  giving 
them  greater  influence  in  the  selection  of 
representatives  of  that  House.     He  had 
hoped  that  there  would  be  some  recom- 
mendation from  Ministers  for  the  extension 
of  the  suffrage  to  the  working  classes^-that 
the  use  of  the  ballot  would  be  recommended 
as  a  protection  of  their  rights— and  that 
the  duration  of    Parliaments    should   be 
shorter.     There   was  another   subject  to 
which  he   would  advert,  and  which  had 
been  alluded  to  by  one  or  two  hon.  Mem- 
l)ers — he  meant  the  English  amended  Poor- 
law.     It  had  been  said  that  the  party  on 
the  other  side  were  sharers  in  the  passing 
of  that  law,  but  he  was  disposed  to  con- 
demn both  parties  in  an  equal  degree  on 
account  of  it.    It  was  one  of  the  most  ini.. 
quitous  laws  that  was  ever  passed.  Though 
he  did  not  defend  the  abuses  of  the  old 
Poor-law  yet  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  cruel 
invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  people  to  take 
from  them  that  law  so  long  as  they  were 
subject  to  the  Corn-law  taxation.     He  had 
the  honour  of  representing  a  manufactur- 
ing district  and  had  witnessed  the  distress 
that  existed  there.     But  until  he  had  ex- 
amined into  the  subject,  he^ad  no  idea  of 
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tbe  extents  which  that  distress  existed. 
The  people  of  that  district  (Rochdale) 
traced  all  those  evils  to  the  operation  of  the 
Corn-laws.  He  advocated  the  tota]  re- 
moval of  all  restrictions.  He  thought  a 
fixed  duty  would  he  a  fixed  injustice.  It 
was  a  crying  evil  that  any  law  should 
exist  which  raised  the  price  of  food  for  the 
purpose  of  benefitting  any  particular  class. 
With  regard  to  the  amendment  that  had 
been  proposed  to  the  Address,  he  could  not 
see  any  inducement  whatever  to  support  it. 
That  amendment  did  not  ofier  any  advan- 
tage which  was  not  presented  by  the  Ad- 
dras,  and  he  could  not,  therefore,  give  his 
▼ote  in  its  favour. 

Mr.  Cobden  said,  that  in  addressing 
himself  to  their  notice,  it  was  not  his  de- 
sire to  trespass  long  upon  their  attention. 
He  must  own,  however,  that  he  felt  some 
difficulty  how  to  treat  the  question  that 
was  placed  before  the  House.  There  did 
not  seem  to  be  a  very  good  understanding 
as  to  their  position  on  this  occasion.  They 
heard  very  different  opinions  expressed  as 
to  the  object  for  which  they  had  been  sent 
to  that  House,  and  as  to  the  nature  of  the 

(principles  that  were  determined  at  the 
ast  general  election.  They  had  heard, 
that  the  last  general  election  was  not  a 
test  of  public  opinion  as  to  the  monopo- 
lies that  were  complained  of,  that  it  was 
merely  a  question  of  confidence  in  the 
Ministry.  He  knew,  that  that  opinion 
had  been  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronety  the  Member  for  Tamworth,  and  he 
was  happy  to  perceive  the  disposition  that 
existed  in  the  party  opposite  to  take  the 
dictum  of  that  right  hon.  Qentteman  as 
their  law*  They,  therefore,  said,  that  they 
were  not  to  represent  a  monopoly.  It 
would,  indeed,  be  strange  to  hear  a  ma- 
jority of  that  House  coming  forward  to 
declare,  that  they  had  been  sent  there  by 
the  people  of  England  to  represent,  to 
advocate,  and  to  uphold  monopoly.  Let 
him  just  remind  the  House  of  the  circum- 
fltances  under  which  the  late  general  elec- 
tioiis  had  taken  place.  A  recommendation 
had  come  from  the  executive,  advising 
them  to  do  that  which  was  something  un- 
precedented in  the  history  of  the  country 
— namely,  to  propose  a  reduction  of  tax- 
ation, and  this  message  was  accompanied 
by  an  assurance  from  the  executive,  that 
not  only  would  the  reduction  of  taxation 
not  injure  the  revenue,  but  actually  in- 
crease it.  It  was,  then,  on  such  a  mes- 
sage fcom   tbe  executive,  that  tbe  late 
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House  had  been  dissolved.  Had  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  then  come 
forward  and  said,  that  a  majority  of  that 
House  was  ready  to  tell  Ihe  executive, 
that  notwithstanding  its  assurance,  yet 
they  did  not  want  the  present  taxation  to 
be  reduced  on  bread,  timber,  and  other 
articles,  and  this,  too,  not  only  without 
improving  the  revenue,  but  increasing  it ; 
notwithstanding  all  this,  they,  the  consti- 
tuency of  England,  were  for  retaining 
monopoly  and  taxation,  and  all  their  mis- 
chievous results,  and  that  they  did  so, 
because  they  preferred  the  advantages  of 
monopoly  to  the  well-being  and  benefit  of 
the  State.  He  was  glad  to  know,  then, 
from  the  other  side,  that  the  people  of 
England,  who  were  impatient  of  taxation 
— of  whom  it  was  said,  that  they  were 
afflicted  with  ''  an  ignorant  impatience  of 
taxation  " — that  they  had  not  all  at  once 
become  enamoured  of  monopoly.  There 
was,  too,  another  difficulty  in  addressing 
the  House  upon  the  present  occasion. 
They  were  told,  that  the  question  now 
was,  not  whether  the  Corn*laws  were  to 
be  repealed,  or  monopoly  maintained,  that 
they  were  not  to  consider  those  points  which 
her  Majesty  had  recommended  to  their 
notice,  but  that  they  were  to  discuss  that 
and  that  only,  which  some  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  had  thought 
proper  to  put  after  the  Address  to  her  Ma- 
jesty's Speech  ;  that  all  they  were  to  think 
of,  and  all  they  ought  to  speak  about  was, 
whether  or  not  her  Majesty's  Government 
was  worthy  or  not  of  their  confidence. 
And  how  came  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  to  that  conclusion  ?  They  went 
over  the  conduct  of  the  present  Ministers 
for  the  last  ten  years.  They  travelled 
after  them  to  India,  China,  and  to  Canada. 
They  touched  upon  everything  but  that 
which  was  the  last  and  the  most  important 
of  all  their  acts — namely,  their  recommen- 
dation to  revise  the  Corn -laws.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  left  that  im- 
portant topic  untouched,  but  that  was  no 
reason  why  Gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the 
House,  knowing  what  the  working  of  the 
Corn-laws  was,  what  their  effects,  and 
that  they  were  infinitely  more  important 
iu  the  eyes  of  their  constituents  than 
Canada,  or  Syria,  or  the  affairs  of  New 
York — there  was  then  no  reason  why  Gen- 
tlemen on  his  side  should  not  give  to  such 
a  subject  the  prominent  attention  it 
deserved,  and  at  the  same  time  treat  with 
the  proper  deference  and  respect  which 
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any  cbnfmunicatlon  from  lidr  Majesty 
ought  to  receive.  He  was  very  young  in 
that  Housei  but  atlli  he  was  Accustomed 
to  read  the  spteches  that  were  made  ther^ 
and,  if  he  was  ndt  mistakeni  he  thought 
that  in  the  olden  time,  Conservative  Gen- 
tlemen espeeially  were  accustoitied  so  treat 
the  Speech  from  the  Throtie  lit  if  it  were 
something  appertaining  to  the  monarchy, 
l^hey  did  not  like  on  thesii  occasions  to 
draw  Ministers  prominently  foi'ward,  un* 
less  th^re  Was  very  great  reason  for  doing 
so.  They  Were  not  accustomed  to  draw 
forward  Ministers,  but  to  give  their  entire 
attention  td  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
as  a  matter  entitled  to  a  calm  and  respect- 
ful discussion.  This  is  what  he  thought 
ought  still  to  be  done  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  and  particularly  with 
respect  to  a  Speech  from  their  most  gra- 
cious Sovereign,  who,  since  the  time  of 
Alfred,  was   the  most  popular  monarch 


t0  the  iS^et^— 
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tdined  themselves  by  th^ir  honest  itidustry^ 
He  told  them  that  their  tax  on  bresd 
pressed  more  severely  upon  that  felikss  Of 
men  than  upon  atiy  other.  He  had  heard 
that  tax  Called  by  a  multitude  of  naMbd^ 
Some  designated  it  as  a  ''  (irote^tioti  \* 
but  it  was  a  tax  af^er  ftll,  titld  he  Would 
call  it  nothing  else.  The  brefiid  tax  #ag 
levied  principally  upon  the  Working 
classes.  He  called  the  attention  of  the 
Hbuse  to  the  working  of  the  bread  tax. 
The  bfieet  was  this— it  cottipelled  the 
working  classes  lo  pay  40  per  cfent. 
mofe,  that  is,  li  higher  price  than  they 
should  pdy  if  there  Was  a  free  trfiide 
in  corn.  When  hon.  Gentlemen  Spoke 
of  409.  as  the  price  of  foreign  corn, 
they  would  make  the  addition  50  per 
cent.  He  Wodld  not  over  stat^  the  caS^, 
and  therefbre  he  set  dnwn  the  bread  tax 
as  imposing  an  additional  tax  of  40  pet 
cent.     He  had  now  to  call  their  attention 


they  ever  saw  in  theite  realms.     He  would  .  to  facts  contained  in  the  report  of  the 


take  up  but  a  moment  of  their  time  while 
he  glanced  at  that  great  and  paramount 
question  which  had  been  attempted  to  be 
cast  aside.  He  alluded  to  the  food-tax. 
The  people  of  this  country  had  been  pe- 
titioning fbr  three  years.  They  were  anx- 
ious for  a  total  repeal  of  the  food-taxi  He 
spoke»  too,  ih   the  utmost  sincerity — he 


Committee  on  the  hand-lootii  weavers.   It 

I  was  a  report  got  up  with  great  tare,  and 

singular  talent.    It  gav^,  amongst  othelr 

things,  the  amount  of  the  earningi  of  & 

working  man's  family,  and  that  was  put 

I  down  at  \0s.  Looking  At  the  nietropolitan 

'  and  rural  districts,  they  found  that  hoi  to 

be  a  bad  estimate  of  the  earnings  of  every 


was  also  for  a  total  and  unconditional  re-  I  labouring  family.    The  hand-loom  com 


peal  of  that  tax.  He  would  not  allow  an 
aspersion  to  be  cast  upon  the  three  mil- 
lions who  had  been  petitioning  for  four 
years  on  this  subject — he  could  not  permit 
it  to  be  said  that  they  were  not  sincere  in 
what  they  sought  fbr.  He  knew  that  they 
were,  beoause  he  knew  that  what  they 
asked  fbr  was  just.  What  was  this  bread- 
tax— this  tax  Upon  food  and  tax  upon 
meat?  It  was  a  tax  upon  the  great  body 
of  ihe  people  $  and  hen.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite, who  had  such  sympathy  for  the 
poor,  when  they  had  made  them  paupers, 
should  not  refuse  to  give  a  calm,  a  marked, 
and  a  prominent  consideration  to  this 
question^  as  afiecting  the  working  classes* 
There  were  twenty  millions  of  persons  in 
these  realms  who  depended  upon  wages 
for  their  subsistence.  There  iftas  about  a 
million  who  lived  upon  the  public  alms. 
And  he  claimed  from  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  who  were  hugging  the  paupers 
as  their  pets,  to  let  some  of  their  sympa- 
thies be  extended  to  the  twenty  millions 
who  were  in  that  situation  that  entitled 
them  to  their  support — these  were  the  in- 
dependent^ hard-working  men^  who  main- 


mittee  then  stated  that  out  of  the  10^ 
every  family  expended  iii  the  week  5i,  in 
bread.  Their  tax  upon  that  was  2si  weekly, 
80  that  every  man  who  had  10s.  Weekly, 
gave  out  of  that  2f.  to  the  bread-taxi  That 
was  twerity  per  cent,  out  of  the  income  6f 
every  labouring  family.  But  let  thetil  pro- 
ceed upwardi  and  See  h0w  thd  samfe  tax 
worked.  The  man  who  had  20si  a  weekj 
still  paid  2r.  a  week  to  the  bread  lax  ]  that 
was  to  him  ten  percent.^  asail  incdttietHli. 
If  they  went  further— ^to  the  man  who  had 
40s.  a  week -^  the  ibcome  tax  upon  htm  in 
this  way  was  five  percent.  If  they  mouilted 
higher-wto  the  man  who  had  6L  H  week^ 
or  2501.  a  year— it  was  one  per  eent.  itt- 
come  tax.  Let  them  ascend  to  the  noblHty 
and  the  millionaires,  to  those  who  had  IIH 
income  Of  200,000/.  a  yeah  Hia  family 
was  the  same  ks  that  of  the  poor  mait|  ttUd 
how  did  the  bread-tax  affect  hitb? 
It  was  one  halfpenny  in  every  100/# 
He  did  not  know  whether  it  was  the  mon- 
strous injustice  of  the  case,  or  the  humble 
individual  who  stated  it,  that  excited  this 
manifestation  of  feelllig,  but  still  he  did 
state  that  the  nobleman's  Aloily  paid  t9 
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tbl«  brMdloi  but  end  hatrpdtiay  in  every 
tool.  M  itii!t)irt6-iAXi  while  Ihe  effedl  of 
the  Ui  upbil  the  iaboutrine  man's  family 
WHi  sols  per  cetlt.  He  Wished  bbt  to  be 
misttkid^Mtood  Upon  thii  points  Suppdl« 
in  hoti.  Obbtleman  were  to  bring  in  a  bill 
levying  an  iribottie-tAx  npott  the  difibrant 
{tadM  in  totiety  \  let  it  then  b6  dUpposed 
that  it  was  pfopdaed  td  iffipbiie  upon  the 
labouring  niah  an  inctime-ta&  of  20ft>  per 
cent;;  and  that  the  nobleman  was  to  pay 
but  ft  half]petiny  out  of  bVery  \00L ;  in 
Bvtth  a  case  as  that,  he  was  sufe  that  there 
Waft  no  Member  of  that  Housei  and  he 
kdped  no  Christian  knaU  oUl  Of  it^  Who 
would  be  patties  to  the  imposing  Su6h  a 
tax-.  And  yet  that  was  the  tax  whieh  Was 
attttttlly  levied,  not  for  the  purposes  of  the 
•tat«,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  richest  of 
the  cotbmiinity.  This,  he  apprehended, 
was  a  fair  statament  of  the  working  ttnd 
effeet  of  the  tat  on  bread.  He  promised 
Ibis  to  hottv  Gentlemen^  that,  as  far  as  he 
had  st&ted|  he  was  Willing  to  explain  every* 
thing  ih  which  they  might  find  anything 
that  UppeahHl  to  them  to  be  a  dlffiisulty. 
He  begged  not  to  be  misunderstood.  He 
would  sympathise  With  tb6  incredulity  of 
hon.  Qfeutlemen  opposite.  He  was  don- 
vtnced  that  if  they,  as  Christiein  men, 
khtSW  what  this  tax  was  in  its  operation, 
they  cbuld  not  lie  for  one  moment  in 
safety  or  tranquillity  in  their  beds,  eoutd 
they  vote  fi>r  it.  Such,  then,  was  the  na- 
ture of  the  tax.  He  cared  not  whether  It 
was  forty^  twenty,  or  fiva  per  cent.  It 
was  a  portion  of  the  evil  of  the  bread-tax 
— a  ihk  that  was  in  no  country  that  he 
wfft  aware  Of^  un1e9S4n  England  and  Hel- 
laodi  It  Was  monstrous  and  unjust  to 
hiy  a  tax  upon  bread.  He  was  aware 
thai  hon.  Oentlenten  might  point  to  laws 
passed  upbn  the  importation  of  corn  else- 
where. There  had  l>een  an  import  duly 
In  France  and  Spain,  and  the  United 
States  of  America :  but  he  was  prepared 
tti  show  that  in  those  countries  they  ex- 
poHed  corn  one  year  with  another^  and 
tbe^Asre  nb  import  duty  could  there 
operate  as  with  us.  there  had  been  some 
ikiyatiflcAtion  about  this  question.  He  re- 
ikt«tnbefed  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  at  his 
^tefitiba  tbr  North  Laneashlrd^  propounded 
thd  doctrine  of  protection  to  the  working 
elM^lt  whieh  Wiii  afforded  them  as  a  set^ 
d#  id  the  Oom^aWH ;  and  as  the  doctrine 
Mine  from  so  high  an  Authority,  he  bt^ 
Mfa  that  other  Gkhthihen,  in  other 
e0lliiiii|  hdd  Mbla  IM  ^m  f  ieW  of  lh« 


cuse.  The  dddtrlue  of  piDteetion  was  un- 
founded.  The  noblo  Lord  bad  told  the 
electors  that  the  daanufacturers  wanted  a 
repeal  of  the  Corrt-laWs  because  they 
wanted  to  reduee  wages:  and  that  unlessj 
by  a  repeal  of  the  bread-tax,  they  did  re* 
duc^  Wages,  they  eould  not  be  better  able 
t&  tiompete  With  the  foreigner,  and  there- 
fbr^  could  derive  no  benefit ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  they  did  redude  wages,  that 
would  be  ho  benefit  to  the  working  man. 
That  Was  the  doctrine  of  the  noble  Lord. 
Let  hint  remind  the  House  that  the  noble 
Lord  spoke  for  parties  who  had  been  fbr 
three  years  patiently  struggling  fbr  a  hear- 
it)g  from  that  House,  and  had  never  beeti 
allowed  to  state  their  own  cas^ :  that  when 
the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton,  foir 
whose  distinguished  services  he«  in  com- 
mon with  millions  of  his  countrymen,  felt 
sincerely  obliged,  two  years  and  a  half 
ago,  proposed  that  those  who  were  agitat- 
ing this  question  should  be  heard  at  the 
bar  Of  the  House,  that  House  scouted  and 
rejected  his  suit,  and  when  they  denied 
him  a  hearing  they  misnepresented  hia 
motives.  Let  him  look  at  the  case  as 
given  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite.  He 
Would  not,  fijr  a  moment*  allow  it  to  be 
supposed,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  wilfully 
misrepresented,  but  he  must  contend  that 
he  had  unconsciously  misapprehended  the 
ease,  and  if  he,  with  his  brilliant  talents, 
fell  into  error^  other  gentlemen  must  ex- 
cuse him  if  he  ventured  to  think  that  they 
also  had  fallen  into  error.  Now,  in  reply 
to  the  case  put  by  the  noble  Lord,  he 
must  say  that  those  who  advocated  the 
repeal  of  the  Corn-laws  had  again,  and 
again,  avowed  as  their  object,  that  they 
might  be  allowed  the  right,  for  they 
claimed  it  as  a  right,  to  exchange  the  pro- 
duce of  their  industry  for  the  productions 
of  all  other  countries,  and  at  the  same 
time,  they  not  only  expressed  their  wil- 
lingness, but  their  anxious  desire,  that  all 
duties  for  protection,  so  called,  levied 
upon  articles  in  which  they  were  engaged, 
might  likewise  be  removed,  and  that  a 
free  and  unfettered  intercourse  between 
all  nations^  in  ell  commodities,  might 
be  carried  on  as  designed  by  nature.  He 
would  come  to  that  portion  of  the  ease  of 
the  noble  Lord  whi<th  related  to  the  wages 
of  labour.  TH  noble  Lord  said,  that  a 
repeal  of  the  Corn-laws  meant  a  reduction 
of  wages.  Now,  if  he  knew  what  it 
meant,  it  meant  inereased  trdde.  They 
did  not  wish  to  dimiaish  WAges,  but  they 
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claimed  the  right  to  exchange  their  ma- 
nufactures for  the  corn  of  all  other  coun- 
tries, by  which  means  they  would,  he 
maintained,  very  much  increase  trade; 
and  how  they  could  do  that  except  by 
calling  into  operation  an  increased  amount 
of  labour,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  imagine. 
And  he  would  ask  the  noble  Lord  how 
could  they  call  an  increased  demand  for 
labour  into  activity  without  raising  the  rate 
of  the  wages  of  the  working  classes.  It 
appeared  to  him,  therefore,  that  there  was 
a  palpable  fallacy  in  the  statement  of  the 
noble  Lord  on  that  occasion,  when  he  said 
that  the  object  of  the  anti-corn-law  party 
was  to  reduce  wages,  in  order  that  thev 
might  be  better  enabled  to  compete  with 
the  foreigner.  He  maintained  that  we 
did  now  compete  with  the  foreigner.  He 
maintained  that  we  sold  our  manufactures 
cheaper  than  they  were  sold  by  any  other 
country,  for  if  we  did  not,  how  could  we 
sell  our  manufactures  upon  neutral  ground 
in  competition  with  the  producers  of  other 
countries?  We  now  sold  in  New  York 
every  article  in  competition  with  the 
foreigners  of  other  countries^  and  if  we 
could  there  sell  it  cheaper  than  the 
foreigner,  where  was  the  protection  given 
to  the  home  producer?  We  sold  articles 
at  home  as  cheap  as  we  did  abroad,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  not  forget  this, 
that  it  was  the  foreign  market  that  fixed 
the  price  in  the  home  market.  Did  hon. 
Gentlemen  suppose  that  we  would  send 
artidea  3,000  mile«  for  sale  if  we  could 
get  better  prices  at  home  ?  He  begged  to 
say  a  few  more  words  on  this  important 
question,  and  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  relation  between  the  price  of 
food  and  any  other  article,  and  the  price 
of  labour  when  in  a  wholesome  and  natu- 
ral state.  He  could  understand,  in  the 
slave-holding  states  of  America  or  Cuba, 
that  the  price  of  labour  might  be  deter, 
mined  by  the  price  of  provisions.  The 
slave-holder  sat  down  and  calculated  the 
cost  of  raising  his  produce,  and  he  calcu- 
lated the  price  of  labour  accordingly.  But 
he  would  come  to  another  state  of  society ; 
he  would  refer  to  the  agricultural  districts, 
where  wages  had  reached  the  minimum  ; 
and  he  would  ask^  was  the  rate  of  wages 
raised  when  the  price  of  provisions  was 
increased  ?  They  were  told  that  such  was 
the  case ;  and  why  was  it  the  case  ?  Was 
it  because  the  high  price  of  food  increased 
the  demand  for  labour ;  or  rather,  was  not 
the  increase  given  out  of  charity,  and  in 
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the  shape  of  charity,  because  the  wages 
which  labour  before  brought  were  reduced 
to  a  scale  at  which  the  labourer  could  not 
support  himself  and  his  family?  He  would 
come  to  the  state  of  the  labour  market  in 
the  manufacturing  districts,  and  he  was 
happy  and  proud  to  say  that  it  was  sound, 
nominally;  but  God  knew  how  long  it 
would  continue  so.  There  the  rate  of 
wages  had  no  more  connection  with  the 
price  of  food  than  with  the  changes  of  the 
moon.  There  the  rate  of  wages  depended 
entirely  upon  the  demand  for  labour. 
There  the  price  of  food  never  became  a 
test  of  the  value  of  labour.  The  markets 
were  elastic,  and  would  be  infinitely  more 
elastic,  if  they  were  allowed.  The  markets, 
if  they  were  permitted,  would  continue  ina 
sound  and  wholesome  state,  and  the  people 
would  be  employed ;  but  if  they  continued 
their  present  system  of  legislation,  they 
would  bring  the  manufacturing,  the  com- 
mercial,the  trading,  the  town  population, 
to  the  same  point  at  which  the  agricultural 
labourer  had  reached ;  and  then  the  manu- 
facturers, perhaps,  would  come  forward 
and  state,  not  as  an  act  of  liberality — not 
that  they  were  merely  conferring  alms 
upon  paupers,  but  that  as  the  price  of  food 
had  risen,  therefore  they  would  raise  the 
rate  of  wages,  and  not  because  the  de- 
mand for  labour  required  a  rise  in  the  rate 
of  wages.  He  would  dismiss  the  question 
of  wages,  although  it  was  one,  he  must  say, 
ought  again  and  again  to  be  mooted  in 
that  House  and  in  the  country,  and  he 
would  come  to  consider  the  important 
question  as  to  the  state  of  our  manufac- 
turing, commercial,  and  agricultural  la- 
bourers, which  had  already  caused  some 
sympathy,  and  for  which  he  must  again 
implore  the  sympathy  of  the  House.  The 
House  had  heard  of  the  condition  of  the 
labouring  population  in  the  north.  He 
had  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  a 
report  of  the  state  of  our  labouring  popu- 
lation in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Probably 
hon.  Grentlemen  were  aware  that  a  very 
important  meeting  had  lately  t>een  held  at 
Manchester,  he  alluded  to  the  meeting  of 
the  ministers  of  religion.  [A  laugh].  He 
understood  that  laugh,  but  he  should  not 
pause  in  his  statement  of  facts,  but  might 
perhaps  notice  it  before  concluding.  He 
had  seen  a  body  of  ministers  of  religion  of 
all  denominations — 650,  and  not  thirty  in 
number — assembled  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  at  an  expense  of  from  three  to  four 
thousand  pounds^  paid  by  their  congrega** 
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tions.  At  that  meeting  most  important 
statements  of  facts  were  made  relating  to 
the  condition  of  the  laboiiriog  classes.  He 
would  not  trouble  the  House  by  reading 
those  statements,  but  they  shewed,  that  in 
every  district  of  the  country — and  these 
statements  rested  upon  unimpeachable 
authority — the  condition  of  the  great  body 
of  her  Majesty's  labouring  population  had 
deteriorated  wofuUy  within  the  last  ten 
years,  and  more  especially  within  the  last 
three  years,  and  that  in  proportion  as  the 
price  of  food  increased,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion the  comforts  of  the  working  classes 
bad  diminished.  One  word  with  respect 
to  the  manner  in  which  his  allusion  to  this 
meeting  was  received.  He  did  not  come 
there  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  these 
Christian  men  in  having  assembled  in 
order  to  take  this  subject  into  considera- 
tion. The  parties  who  had  to  judge  them 
were  their  own  congregations.  There  were 
at  that  meeting  members  of  the  Established 
Church,  of  the. Church  of  Rome,  Indepen- 
dents, Baptists,  members  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland,  and  of  the  Secession  Church, 
Methodists,  and,  indeed,  ministers  of  every 
other  denomination,  and  if  he  were  dis- 
posed to  impugn  the  character  of  those 
divines,  he  felt  he  should  be  casting  a 
stigma  and  a  reproach  upon  the  great 
body  of  professing  Christians  in  this  coun- 
trv.  He  happened  to  be  the  only  Member 
of  that  House  present  at  that  meeting, 
and  be  might  be  allowed  to  state,  that 
when  he  heard  the  tales  of  misery  there 
described,  when  he  heard  these  ministers 
declare  that  members  of  their  congrega- 
tion were  kept  away  from  places  of  wor- 
ship during  the  morning  service,  and  only 
crept  out  under  cover  of  the  darkness  of 
night — when  they  described  others  as  un- 
fitted to  receive  spiritual  consolation,  be- 
cause they  were  sunk  so  low  in  physical 
destitution — that  the  attendance  at  Sun- 
day schools  was  falling  off «-  when  he 
heard  these  and  such  like  statements— 
when  he,  who  believed  that  the  Corn- 
laws,  the  provision  monopoly,  was  at  the 
bottom  of  all  that  was  endured,  heard 
those  statements,  and  fjrom  such  authority, 
he  must  say  that  he  rejoiced  to  see  gen- 
tlemen of  such  character  come  forward, 
and,  like  Nathan^  when  he  addressed  the 
owner  of  flocks  and  herds  who  had  plun- 
dered the  poor  man  of  his  only  lamb,  say 
unto  the  doer  of  injustice,  whoever  he 
might  be,  *^  Thou  art  the  man.''  The  peo- 
ple,, through  their  ministers,  had  protested  i 


against  the  Com-Iaws.  Those  laws  had 
been  tested  by  the  immutable  morality  of 
Scripture.  Those  reverend  Gentlemen  had 
prepared  and  signed  a  petition,  in  which 
they  prayed  the  removal  of  those  laws — 
laws  which,  they  stated,  violated  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  prevented  famishing  children 
from  having  a  portion  of  those  fatherly 
bounties  which  were  intended  for  all  peo- 
ple; and  he  would  remind  honourable 
Gentlemen  that,  besides  these  650  minis- 
ters, there  were  1,500  others,  from  whom 
letters  had  been  received,  offering  up  their 
prayers  in  their  several  localities  to  incline 
the  will  of  Him  who  ruled  princes  and  po- 
tentates to  turn  your  hearts  to  justice  and 
mercy.  When  they  found  so  many  mi- 
nisters of  religion,  without  any  sectarian 
differences,  joining  heart  and  hand  in  a 
great  cause,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of 
their  earnestness.  He  begged  to  call  to 
their  minds  whether  these  worthy  men 
would  not  make  very  efficient  minis- 
ters in  this  great  cause  }  They  knew  what 
they  had  done  in  the  anti-slavery  question, 
when  the  religious  public  was  roused ;  and 
what  the  difference  was  between  stealing 
a  man,  and  making  him  labour,  and  rob- 
bing a  man  of  the  fruit  of  his  industry,  he 
could  not  perceive.  The  noble  Lord,  the 
Member  for  North  Lancashire,  knew  some- 
thing of  the  abilities  of  those  men.  The 
noble  Lord  had  told  the  House  that  from 
the  moment  the  religious  community  and 
their  pastors  took  up  the  question  of  sla- 
very, from  that  moment  the  agitation  must 
be  successful.  He  believed  this  would  be 
the  case  in  the  present  instance.  English- 
men had  a  respect  for  rank,  for  wealth, 
perhaps,  too  much ;  they  felt  an  attach- 
ment to  the  laws  of  their  country;  but 
there  was  another  attribute  in  the  minds 
of  Englishmen — there  was  a  permanent 
veneration  for  sacred  things,  and  where 
their  sympathy  and  respect,  and  deference 
were  enlisted  in  what  they  believed  to  be 
a  sacred  cause,  *'  You  and  your's  (ad- 
dressing the  opposition)  will  vanish  like 
chaff  before  the  whirlwind."  Having  de- 
scribed the  condition  of  the  people,  he 
would  ask  what  must  be  their  feeling  when 
thev  found  that  the  gracious,  most  kind 
and  benevolent  recommendation  of  her 
Majesty,  that  that  House  would  take 
into  their  consideration  laws  which  re- 
stricted the  supply  of  food  and  diminished 
labour,  was  scouted  by  a  majority  of  that  t 
House,  as  a  question  secondary  to  tfi%*^lC 
question,  whether  a  Gentleman^  in  a  white 
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hil,  6ppos\l\^,  of  a  QishtleWdii,  With  a  black 
hat,  oH  that  side,  shoultl  occupy  the  I'rea- 
dury  behdhies  ?  tie  Would  t^ll  thertf,  that 
th^  pe6p\e  of  fin|l&nd  would  reject  sUch  a 
coUfs^  of  ()rbc6&diHg,  m  tfa6  faiOflt  factious 
thdl  Had  ev^f  chafacteHsed  the  Conduct 
df  thilt  tiouU;  cltod  if  h6  turned  from 
their  conduct  theire,  Id  declilratiohs  niade 
eUewhere^it  WaS  tiot  itl  cotlibftnity  with 
thii  rules  of  the  House  to  itatS  whcre--he 
fdUhd  ati  iilustribUd  Duke  declaring,  that 
the  coriditiod  dt  the  labt)UriHg;  chssiss  wks 
enviable,  is  compared  with  thd  population 
dfoth^r  cdUhtHesj  aHd  wh^h  thdl  illustri- 
Dili  Duk^&tatedthfit  every  labouHdg  mat), 
whb  was  industrious  and  sdbef,  could  ob- 
titiH  6  cdmpeteHdd,  he  Would  ask  what 
liiUH  h^  the  feeling  and  opinion  of  the 
(*oilntry  upoh  Kuch  H  detilaralioh  ?  Hoh, 
GerilleiU^d  Who  echoed  the  sentiments  of 
the  illustriobi  Duke  lAight  remember  that 
teh  yeafs  ago  the  satne  illustrious  indivi- 
dual said  thftt  the  old  bbrdUghUtbngerihg 
PaHlafh^nt  wan  the  perfection  of  hUntati 
WUdotA.  He  (Should  hbt  be  surprised  if 
th^  dectaf^tloH  df  yesterday  ttii-ned  out  the 
preciutsbr^  at  the  foiritiefi*  wan,  of  a  f^r 
gr^at^r  chdhge  thah  that  proposed  by  the 

Efeient  dbvernment.  Before  he  sat  down 
e  wished  to  say  h,  Word  to  the  right  hon. 
Oehtiemaii,  the  Member  for  Tdmwdrth. 
AllbsiodH  had  b^en  tnade  td  the  opinions 
df  Mr.  Hu^klsson,  abd  the  right  hbh.  Ba- 
ronet was  fbtid  of  shrouding  his  opinions 
undef  the  saneiibri  df  that  distinguished 
Statesthan.  He  Wal  knost  anxibus  that  the 
fight  hdn.  baronet  dhouid  not  fall  intb 
the  trror  of  sU|3posingthat  he  wb^  drrayed 
lb  the  biabtle  of  Mr.  HuSkisson,  when,  In 
pdiht  df  facty  he  hud  ,only  hts  ealt-oflT  glir- 
fiiebts.  The  will  of  Mr.  HuskisSon  was 
ofleh  referred  to,  but  he  would  introduce 
his  last  codicil.  Mr.  Huskiison'il  opinions 
in  1828  wete  often  referred  to,  out  he 
would  refer  to  his  last  speech  upbta  the 
dUbjebt  of  the  Corn-lbwt.  On  the  26th  Of 
Mdrch,  1880,  upon  Mr.  PbUlett  Thom- 
86h*8  mbtidb  ttpdn  the  subjeet  of  taxation, 
Mh  Hunklsson  S^ld, 

'<  It  is  my  unalterable  eonvictiom  tliat  you 
cannot  maintain  the  present  Corn-laws,  and 
preserve  public  permanent  prosperity  and  pri- 
vate cbbteiitment,  Utod  that  those  laws  majr  be 
f^b^ed  withottt  doin$(  injustice  tb  the  landed 
ittteteSt  Is  fhy  Rrm  belief." 

¥hii  Wai  the  la§t  codicil  td  the  wllt  &hd 
testament  of  that  illustrious,  though,  in 
m&by  respeetii,  failing  liiad,  feind  he  trusted, 
that  after  thli,  the  dpkiokis  of  Mr,  iiuB«> 


ki^on  wbUld  never  be  hfiisreprtflented  iti 
that  House.  He  begged  to  retfiind  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  MeUibei-  fbr  Tam^ 
Wbrth,  that  when  Mr.  Husklison  spdke  Itl 
1830,  the  country  was  suRbflng  fVottt  it 
stale  of  t!n11apse  not  so  severe  br  laiiting 
ad  the  present.  If  Mf.  Hufekiindn  then 
spoke  in  desponding  tetnls,  #hat  would 
he  have  seldi  n  1841,  if  he  had  witnessed 
the  accumulation  df  distress  since  that 
period,  if,  instead  of  the  Bank  of  England 
holding  teh  br  twelve  tnillioos  of  fndney 
Upon  which  three  per  cent  was  with  diffi* 
culty  obtaltied,  it  had  only  about  half  thai 
Amount,  ahd  money  wes  not  it  be  bed  in 
the  market  at  five  per  cent.?  Whdt,  then, 
would  hdve  been  his  opinion  boon  the 
subject  of  the  Corn-laws  ?  He  wished  ttf 
give  his  most  earnest  Opinion  Upon  this 
subiedt,  and  he  wished  pSrticulariy  to 
address  himself  to  the  right  bon.  Baroner, 
the  Member  for  Tamworth,  because  he 
had  the  greatest  means  of  serving  the 
country.  He  asked  him  carefblljf  to  con« 
sider  the  prospects  of  the  country.  He 
asked  htm  to  go  back  to  1830,  end  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  elevation  fironi  the  pros* 
tratioh  of  trade  that  then  tdok  pUee,  and 
he  would  And  that  it  wes  not  a  baturd 
trade  that  had  sprung  up.  Prom  1631  to 
1836,  our  exports,  as  compared  with  our 
imports,  had  inbreased  by  120,0D0,000f. 
These  exports  went  to  America,  iknd  were 
loeked  Up  there.  They  were  neither  sold 
nor  consumed;  they  merely  went  tvtt  to 
purbhase  bank  stock,  railway  and  canal 
shares,  end  such  like  erticles.  Besides, 
from  that  (ieriod,  there  had  been  an  ex- 
tension of  our  banking  system,  by  Which 
the  number  of  bur  banks  was  increased 
nearly  One  hundred,  while  the  capital  was 
increased  60,000,000/.  The  expansion  of 
the  cufrencv  gave  a  factitious  exercise  to 
trade^  and  this,  with  other  circumstances 
df  utiprecedented  good  fortune,  raised  Up 
a  fadtitious  prosperity,  which  enabled  the 
new  Ministry  td  pass  an  act  refbrming  the 
PooMawS,  as  well  as  bther  acts;  But 
this  was  not  real  prosperity.  Was  thts 
right  hoU.  Barofaet  prepared  With  any  pISfi 
by  which  he  could  noW  raise  bb  Enelattd 
td  real  prosperitVi  fbr  he  could  tell  hifb 
that  anv  plen  that  cfeeted  only  a  factittoils 
prosperity  Would  recoil  With  inBhitelf 
greeter  force  thah  the  last.  He  wss  glad 
thM  the  Ministers  of  the  Crdwn  did  tr- 
ouire  money.  He  was  glad  bf  it,  because 
tney  could  onlv  get  that  tkldney  through 
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tUfing  interesU.  The  lAhdldtds  8t)€Ttt 
their  mtytiey  at  P&ris  or  sit  Na|)1e8,  but 
Ihey  did  nbt  fihd  the  revetiuetf  of  the  state. 
Their  feVetiuei  Were  molit  flotirifthihg 
Whetl  Ihe  fariDer  was  distressed  atid  the 
trading  cotfimtinity  wa§  pi'ospeituSy  and 
111  propdf tioti  as  the  lahdowner  feels  prds- 
pefoiis  on  acicount  of  the  starvation  of  the 
Millions,  in  the  ftame  proportion  the  re- 
teniie  t)f  the  iState  felt  off.  With  these 
[few  remarks  f"  a  laugh  frofn  the  Opposu 
iibn^  tmd  loud  eheerifr(m  ths  MMkterint 
fenc/kt^s.**]— -He  cotild  assure  the  House 
that  the  deeUratiOhs  he  had  made  were 
Mot  lAade  With  a  party  spiHt.  He  did  not 
call  himttelf  Whig  or  Tory,  he  was  a  ff&6 
trader,  ahd  opposed  to  n)btiopbiy  Where- 
dVbr  he  fbund  it ;  bnd  this  he  Would  cdh- 
ii^ientioUsly  say,  that  although  he  WaS 
proud  to  acknowledge  the  virtues  bf  the 
Whigs  in  stepping  out  froh)  the  ranks  of 
the  monopolists,  and  going  Ihree-fourlhs 
of  the  way,  if  the  right  hon.  Darbnei  and 
his  Suppoi^ter^  Would  come  a  step  forward, 
h«  Would  be  the  fim  to  shake  hands  with 
hitn  If  he  allowed  him,  and  Would  give 
hitM  a  cordial  support. 

Mr.  H.  J.  BtiUiie  assured  the  HOoft^ 
he  fthbuld  Hot  have  troubled  tb^m  With 
artV  tAsef^ations  upon  this  occasion,  if 
il  had  not  bfeen  fbr  a  statettient  put  forth 
by  th^  hob.  Membei*  for  Manchester,  who 
^Merday  mo^d  the  Address,  and  Which 
hiid  be#H  repeated  by  the  hon.  Membet' 
who  Dkd  jUst  lat  dOwn,  that  the  great 
dl8tt«8«  riOw  unhappily  [^l-evailing  in  the 
tnanufitcturing  districts^  had  arisen  iOcOt)- 
seqtiehGe  of  (he  ejtistin^  system  6f  the 
Cottt-liiwd.  Both  those  hon.  Meinbers 
who  bilide  Ihat  atlsertton  wer^,  he  believed, 
Aksier  matlUfketbrers,  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  food  authorities  on  the  qUestioh ; 
yet  he  did  not  hesitate  to  expresd  hi§  coti- 
Vi^tlbn,  (hat  nevet*  was  a  ptopositibfi  mol'e 
unfounded  attempted  to  be  pAlbied  oft 
upon  Ihe  credulity  of  the  Hou^e  dtld  the 
public*  In  the  first  place,  he  mu»t  be 
p^tdiUted  to  SaV,  lii  ansWer  to  the  insinua- 
tions wbieh  had  beeh  hurled  by  the  hob. 
Member  who  had  just  sat  down  agiilhgt 
thOfte  Ob  that  (the  Oppositioh)  Side  of  the 
House,  ihat  if  that  lion.  Meblbef  bould 
dtollfine^  hitt  by  UrgUmebt,  if  he  blmtelf 
conid  beiid¥ei  that  a  total  ftbolltibb  of  the 
Gorti«laws  Would  confer  benefit  upon  the 
^at  body  of  th^  people  of  this  Cotintry, 
lib  wotiid^  without  hesitSition,  and  whtitever 
mfi^t  be  the  tonsequences,  give  his  vote 
in  ftiip^t  of  ihat  measure^  belietlDgy  as 
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he  did,  that  It  was  theif  dulV  to  le^islatd  Ibr 
the  benefit  of  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
and  not  fot-  any  particular  dUsS,  and  that 
What  confbfred  behefil  and  advantage  on 
the  great  body  of  the  labourihg  classes 
ihUbt  also  confer  beb^fit  ob  ftll  ciaSs^s  of 
the  community.  Her  M^eltv's  t)^esenl 
Ministers  had  b^eb  adt'used,  arid  hg 
thought  Justly,  of  havihg  cfedted  bad 
feeling  betvreen  the  biandfactUftng  ^nd 
agricultural  interests.  For  his  part,  licl 
always  considered  thofte  interests  as  iden- 
tical, and  that  an  Ihjury  Inflldt^d  ob  (be 
one  class  must  Of  necessity  febdUbd  dii 
the  other;  but  if  he  was  called  oh  to 
legislate  fbr  one  class  at  the  ex^ilgHse  6f 
another,  as  Was  Stated  hf  the  hdb.  Mem- 
ber for  Birmingham,  he  Would  give  the 
nreferent:e  to  the  agridultufal  class.  becaUie 
he  f^tt  that  by  so  doihg  he  should  cdiifef 
the  greatest  benefit  on  thd  people  of  this 
coUblif|^.  it  was  pr^surned,  hbWever>  that 
their  object  was  tb  legislate  for  the  happi- 
ness of  the  cobimuhity,  and  he  woUld  ask 
the  hon.  Metnber  Who  had  iust  iat  ddWn, 
if  the  increase  id  the  production  of  our 
manufactures  had  hitheftb  tended  lb  raise 
the  wages  of  the  at-tisan,  to  bettel*  the 
condition,  to  increase  the  bomforts,  and 
augment  the  happiness  of  the  people  t 
The  hon.  Gentleman  was  a  political 
economist,  and  wbUld  tell  him,  perhaps, 
that  it  roust  be  do ;  he  (Mr,  Baitlle)  would 
prove  to  the  ^ouse  that  it  was  nbt  so.  In 
the  first  place,  he  would  pfdve  that  dut-ing 
the  last  twebty  years,  (he  manufacturing 
pi-oductions  of  this  boubtry  had  been  more 
than  trebled,  abd  that  during  the  sama 
period,  the  Wages  of  the  operative  had 
been  reduced  between  seventy  and  eighty 
per  cent,  tie  would  prove  that  the  master 
manufacturers  had  beeh  making  great  for- 
tunes, while  their  operatives  were  reduced 
to  the  greatest  misery  and  destitution ; 
that,  consequebtly,  the  interests  of  the 
master,  and  tbo^e  bf  the  workman  were 
not  identical;  arid  that,  although  cheap 
dOrri  might  be  advantageous  to  the  tbrmer, 
it  could  ib  no  way  be  advantageous  to 
the  latter.  He  knew  well  that  these 
opinions  wel'e  at  variance  with  those 
enteftained  Ob  the  other  bide  of  the 
House ;  but  If  hon.  Members  Would  give 
hibi  their  attention  for  a  few  ibdmebls,  he 
thought  he  should  be  able  to  prove  the 
propositions  he  had  laid  doWh,  by  official 
documents  which  had  been  jplaced  on  ttie 
Table  of  thd  Housp^  (Ti^a  quantity  of 
goodi  nianufactttred  ib  this  cbuutryi  la 
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spite  of  the  Corn-laws,  was  greater  at  this 
moment  than  had  ever  been  known  before, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  mutt  also  be 
admitted,  that  there  never  was  greater 
distress  among  the  operatives.  He  held 
in  his  hand  the  official  returns  of  our 
manufactured  productions  during  the 
twenty  years  from  1819  to  1839:— The 
official  value  of  the  exports  of  the  six  fol- 
lowing articles  was  as  follows: — Cotton 
manufactures,  1819,  16,631,709/.;  1833, 
40,058,163/.:  1834,44,201,346/.;  1835, 
44,849,038/.;  1836,50,646.912/.;  1837, 
41,900,110/;  1838,64,590,603/.;  1839, 
68,471,806/.  Woollen  ditto,  1819, 
4,602,270/.;  1833,  7,777,952/.;  1834, 
6,608,886/.;  1835,  7,399,657/.;  1836, 
7,635,064/.;  1837,  4,680,247/.;  1838, 
6,409,418/.;  1839,  6,348,670/.  Linen 
do..  1819, 1,547,352/.;  1833,3,493,642/.; 
1834,  3,764,027/.;  1835,  4.285,385/.; 
1836,   4,469,630/.;    1837,   3.213,345/.; 

1838,  4,330,029/.;  1839,  4,777,711/. 
Silk  ditto,  18 19,  126,809/.;  1833, 
694,774/.;  1834,  533,450/.;  1836, 
792,087/.;  1836,  767,986/.;  1837, 
432,123/.;  1838,  719,811/.;  1839, 
774,410.  Cotton  yarns,  18 19,1.585,753/.; 
1833,   6,279,057/.;    1834,   6,802.238/.; 

1836,  7,399,851/.;  1836,  7,844,819/.; 

1837,  9,211,732/.;  1838,  10,202,014/.; 

1839,  9,400,904/.  Linen  ditto,  1833, 
50,126/.;  1834,82,170/.:  1836,139,920/.; 
1836.241,658/.;  1837,  389,997/.;  1838, 
708,496/.;  1839,846,036/.  How  immense 
had  been  the  increase  of  the  exports  within 
the  last  few  years  1  cotton  goods  exported 
in  the  year  1819  were  16,631,709/.:  in 
1833,  40,068,153/.;  in  1839,  they  were 
68,471,805/.;  and  yet  in  this  branch  of 
trade  there  was  now,  and  had  been  for  a 
considerable  period,  an  appalling  extent 
of  destitution.  Was  there  ever  a  more 
magnificent  exhibition  of  manufacturing 
prosperity,  so  far  as  the  master  manufac- 
turers were  concerned  ?  But  now  let  them 
reverse  the  picture.  What,  during  the 
same  period,  had  been  the  condition  of 
the  labouring  classes?  He  held  in  his 
hand  an  account  of  the  average  sum  a 
good  weaver  could  earn  per  week  in  each 
of  those  years.  In  1814,  he  could  earn 
26s.;  in  1818,  he  could  only  earn  14s.  5d.; 
in  1823,  9s.  4c/.;  in  1828,  6s.  6d.;  in 
1833,  6s.  4d.;  and  this  last,  he  believed, 
was  the  average  at  the  present  moment, 
exhibiting  a  reduction  in  wages  of  about 
seventy-nine  per  cent.  How  was  this  to 
be  accounted  for?    Was  it  possible  to 
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account  for  it  by  the  existence  of  the  pre- 
sent Corn-laws  ?  The  effect  of  the  Corn- 
laws  might  rather  have  been  to  prevent 
this  vast  amount  of  capital  from  being 
invested  in  manufactures ;  but  they  must 
look  in  some  other  direction  for  the  real 
cause  of  the  distress  which  prevailed 
amongst  the  labouring  classes  in  the  ma- 
nufacturing districts.  And  he  thought 
they  might,  perhaps,  find  that  the  im- 
provement in  machinery,  and  the  ad- 
vantage which  the  master  manufacturers 
had  taken  of  this  to  substitute  infant  for 
adult  labour,  would  in  a  great  measure 
account  for  the  extraordinary  change.  He 
had  been  credibly  informed,  that  no  less 
than  60,000  adults  were  every  year  turned 
out  of  employment  in  the  manufacturing 
districts,  and  their  places  supplied  by 
children.  He  was  told  it  was  the  custom 
of  the  great  master  manufacturers  to  con- 
tract with  the  great  Poor-law  Unions  of 
the  country  for  regular  supplies  of  chil- 
dren, in  order  to  replace  the  adults  who 
were  thrown  out  of  employment.  Thus 
had  thev  reversed  the  order  of  nature; 
the  adults  in  the  manufacturing  districts 
were  idle,  and  dependent  for  support  on 
their  children.  What  had  been  the  con- 
sequence of  this  system,  with  reference  to 
the  mortality  in  the  great  manufacturing 
towns  ?  He  held  in  his  hand  the  bills  of 
mortality  for  the  greatest  manufacturing 
town  in  the  empire,  the  city  of  Glasgow. 
In  1822  the  rate  of  mortality  was  one  in 
forty-four  of  the  population :  in  1837  it 
was  one  in  twenty-four-and-a-half.  He 
entreated  the  House  to  reflect  what  a  vast 
amount  of  human  misery  roust  have  been 
inflicted,  in  order  to  create  such  a  mor- 
talitv  as  this.  He  had  heard  of  slavery  in 
the  West  Indies,  in  Brazil,  in  Cuba,  and 
th^^United  States;  it  had  been  reserved 
for  tbeggoaster  manufacturers  of  England 
to  preseoba  still  more  dreadful  picture  of 
human  life  exps^ded  in  misery  and  severe 
labour.  They  might  talk  of  their  manu- 
facturing prosperity ;  hut  if  such  were  its 
resulU,  be  would  say,  Hhey  might  have 
increased  the  power  and\wealth  of  the 
country,  but  without  promoting,  in  any 
way,  the  welfare  and  prosp'erity  of  the 
community.  Having  thus  p^pved  that 
the  increased  misery  m  the  maninGBicturing 
districts,  had  kept  pace  in  exact ^propor- 
tion  with  the  increased  produc^on  of 
manufactures,  he  would  now  proceed  to 
sUte  briefly  what  had  been  the  jresult 
during  the  same  period  of  capital  invested 
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in  the  cultiyation  of  land.  It  must  be 
perfectly  well  known  to  hon.  Members, 
that  during  the  last  twenty  years,  vast 
tracts  of  land  had  been  brought  into  cul- 
tivation, more  particularly  in  Scotland; 
and  he  thought  he  might  venture  to  say, 
that  although  that  capital  had  not  pro- 
duced the  same  brilliant  results  to  the 
proprietor  which  the  capital  invested  in 
manufactures  bad  yielded  to  the  master 
manufacturers,  it  had  contributed  to  pro- 
duce a  very  large  population,  which,  as 
compared  with  that  in  the  manufacturing 
districts,  was  happy,  contented,  and  pros- 
perous. In  none  of  those  districts  in 
Scotland,  where  agricultural  improvements 
had  taken  place,  had  there  been  any 
distress  whatever.  He  had  stated,  that 
the  capital  thus  employed  in  bringing 
land  into  cultivation,  had  not  made  very 
great  returns  to  the  proprietors —perhaps 
not  more  than  five  per  cent. ;  in  some 
instances,  not  so  much.  But  if  a  total 
repeal  of  the  Corn-laws  was  to  take  place, 
no  one  could  venture  to  assert,  that  the 
whole  of  that  land  would  not  again  be 
thrown  out  of  employment,  the  invested 
capital  wholly  lost,  and  the  people,  re- 
duced to  the  greatest  misery  and  desti- 
tution, forced  into  the  manufacturing 
districts,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  obtain 
the  means  of  subsistence.  He  was  not 
one  of  those  who  would  assist  to  reduce 
the  flourishing  agricultural  population  of 
this  country  at  the  present  moment,  and 
leave  them  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the 
master  manufacturers. 

Mr.  Brolherton  had  no  intention  to 
trouble  the  House,  nor  would  he  have  ad- 
dressed them  at  all,  but  for  some  observa- 
tions which  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  had  just  sat  down.  He  admitted 
the  ^ts  stated,  that  manufactures  had 
greatly  increased,  but  he  wholly  denied  his 
conclusion,  that  the  manufacturing  pros- 
perity of  the  country  had  caused  the  in- 
creased distress  of  the  working  classes. 
The  hon.  Member  had  drawn  a  comparison 
between  the  landed  and  the  commercial 
interests,  and  suggested  that  it  was  the 
welfiire  of  the  community  that  required 
them  to  legislate  in  favour  of  the  one  and 
against  the  other.  The  commercial  inter- 
est required  no  protection ;  they  wanted 
nothing  but  equal  laws ;  they  were  will- 
ing that  the  agriculturists  should  have 
equal  laws,  but  no  protection  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  other  interests.  He  always 
wished  to  cherish  good  feeling  between 


the  two  classes,  but  that  could  only  be 
maintained  by  the  agricultural  body  doing 
justice  to  the  manufacturing  population, 
by  giving  up  the  monopoly  which   they 
now  enjoyed  of  the  main  article  of  subsist- 
ence.    He  begged  pardon  of  the  House 
for  the  warmth  with  which  he  spoke,  but 
he  really  could  scarcely  keep  his  temper 
after  the  remarks  whidi  had  been  made 
by  the    hon.  Gentleman  opposite.      He 
would  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  the  manufactures  of  this  country  had 
increased  to  a  great  extent,  aud  that  the 
artisans  were  not  now  receiving  one-third 
of  the  wages  they  received  twenty  years 
ago.     He  admitted  ahoj  that  the  price  of 
manufactures  was  not  one-third  of  what  it 
was  at  that  period.     Now,  let  the  House 
consider  the  state  of  the  agriculturists. 
Twenty-five  years  ago,  when  the  Corn-law 
was  passed,  a  piece  of  calico  was  worth  20s. 
It  was  now  not  worth  more  than  5^.  9d.  or 
5s,  lOcT.,  as  stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester.     What  had  been  the  cause  of 
this  diminution?  Great  improvements  had 
certainly  been  made  in  machinery,  and,  in 
consequence  of  competition  abroad,  goods 
had  been  continually  declining  in  price. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  price  of  corn  in 
1815  was  645.  a  quarter.     Improvements 
had  been  made  in  agriculture  to  such  an 
extent,  that  the  price  of  land  was  said  by 
some  to  have  been  increased  threefold,  and 
the  price  of  corn  was  now  much  higher 
than  in  181 5>  while  manufactured  goods 
fetched  only  one-third  of  the  price  they 
then  bore.     The  agriculturists  said  they 
were  the  best  customers  to  the  manufactur- 
ers, yet  the  manufacturers  gave  three  pieces 
of  calico  now  for  the  same  quantity  of  corn 
they  got  for  one  in  1815.     It  was  easily 
discernible,  therefore,  from  what  cause  the 
commercial  interests  were  new  suffering. 
Since  1815,   the  price  of  com  had  been 
fifty  per  cent,  higher  in  this  countrv  than 
on  the  continent.     Calculations  had  been 
made,  showing  that  the  manufacturers  had 
not  only  been  obliged  to  make  every  sort 
of  improvement  in  their  machinery,  but 
to  reduce  the  wages  of  their  artisans,  in 
order  to  compete  with  those  of  the  conti- 
nent, and  for  what  object?     Why,  to  pay 
the  agriculturists  at  least  1,000,000,000(. 
more  than  they  ought  to  have  done  since 
the  Corn-law  was  passed.  Take  the  price  of 
corn  in  the  years  1837, 1838,  1839,  and 
1840,  as  compared  with  the  price  of  1833, 
1834,  1835,  and  1836,  and  it  ;v:Quld  be, 
found  that  the  manufacturers  had^td^^diflC 
74,000,000^  more  for  bread  in  the  latter 
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luiir  of  the  period  of  eight  yeaiD  than  they 
had  pai4  \n  the  first  hair.  Was  it  any 
wpooer  that  the  manufacturers  should  be 
depresaedi  or  the  artisans  deprived  of  their 
comforts?  Inquiry  bad  been  made  rei- 
apepting  the  expense  of  a  manufacturing 
establisbment  in  Lancashire.  In  1835, 
they  were  paid  22,000i.  in  wages,  of 
which  n,&00/.  was  employed  for  the  pur* 
chase  of  food,  leaving  the  remainder  fur 
rent,  dothiiig,  and  the  comforts  of  life. 
In  1839,  instead  of  11,500/.,  they  had  to 

Gy  18,Q0Q/.  for  foqd,  leaving  only  5,000/. 
>  other  purposes*  It  was  seen,  tlion, 
how  the  commercial  classes  \vere  oppressed, 
and  it  waa  impossible  they  could  oe  others 
wise  as  long  as  this  unjust  law  continued. 
)t  was  shown  how  heavily  the  taxation  of 
food  pressed  on  those  classes,  and  wages 
mpst  be  reduced  when  there  was  no  der 
maod  for  labour.  It  waa  state4  that  the 
population  of  the  country  was  increasing 
at  the  rate  of  400,000/.  a^ycar,  and  1)0 
wanted  to  Ifnow  how  they  were  to  be  emr 
ployed.  Agriculture  could  not  employ 
them*  and  was  it  meant  to  say,  that  they 
should  be  transported  by  emigration } 
These  persons  mieht  be  aupportcd  in  ma- 
nufactures! and  by  removing  restrictions 
from  tr^e  w^  nught  extend  our  com? 
meroe  to  all  parts  of  the  worldj  and  make 
the  people  both  prosperous  and  happy. 
He  was  weU  aware,  that  the  labourers 
might  suffer  to  a  ^ery  considerable  extent 
fa    Qonsequenee  of  the  concentration  of 

Cover  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  and 
p  knew  that  they  did  suffer.  An  inves- 
tigation was  made  in  Manchester  last  year 
into  the  case  of  2,000  fiimilies.    They  had 
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only  is,  a-weeb  each,  leaving  only  U.  24tf, 
for  ^ch  person  to  subsist  on.  The  di8« 
treM  in  tne  manufacturing  districts  at  pre«* 
sent  waa  such  aa  it  was  impossible  to  de- 
scribe. In  the  borough  he  represented 
l^^OO  bouses  were  unoccupied,  many  mills 
were  not  working,  or  working  only  a  short 
time;  U^ns  of  thousands  of  persons  were 
unemijloyedj  and  he  would  ask  the  agricul- 
tural inter^t,  if  manufactures  were  to  be 
destroyed,  what  was  to  become  of  the 
land?  He  kn^W  that  the  prosperity  of 
agricniture  would  increase  if  manufactures 
were  increased  and  encouraged,  but  if 
manufactures  were  destroyed  they  would 
most  eflrectuallv  destroy  the  prosperity  of 
agriciiltupe*  ll  was  6ai(}«  that  the  master 
maqufscturers  lived  like  princes,  and  the 
poor  Cbey  employed  were  in  a  state  of  the 
flreatf^t  degradation.  Could  they  make  a 
law  to  regulate  this  ?    Must  it  not  be  left 


to  the  operation  of  principles  ?  But  they 
could  make  laws  which  would  he  beneficial 
to  the  poor  by  relieving  them  from  a  great 
portion  of  their  present  distreas.  Instead 
of  taxing  the  income  of  the  poor  maq 
twenty  per  cent,  for  breads  let  them  give 
it  to  the  poor  at  the  same  rate  as  they 
gave  it  to  the  rich.  The  poor  man  who 
earned  10;.  a-^week  was  taxed  twenty  per 
cent,  for  bread,  while  the  rich  man  of 
500/.  a-year  was  taxed  one  per  cent.  It 
was  saiuj  that  a  reduction  of  the  price  oif 
bread  would  necessarily  cause  a  reduction 
of  the  rate  of  wages.  In  1835,  when  coru 
was  cheap,  wa^es  in  the  manufacturing 
districts  were  higher  than  they  are  now« 
though  corn  is  double  in  price.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  the  agriculturists  bad  no 
real  cause  to  fear  an  alteration  of  the  Corn- 
laws.  In  proportion  as  manufactures  in-> 
creased^  agriculture  would  be  benefited, 
for  manuracturers  never  made  fortune^ 
without  making  fortunes  to  the  lauded 
interest.  Look  at  the  land  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Liverpool  and  Manchester, 
and  other  towns  of  the  same  kind.  Land 
which  without  manufactures  would  have 
sold  for  nothing  was  now  become  of  im- 
mense value.  Some  hon.  Gentlemen  seemed 
to  think,  that  the  country  would  remain 
in  nn  equally  prosperous  state  if  there  were 
no  manufactures.  If  the  people  were  em- 
ployed in  the  cultivation  of  land,  and  sad- 
dled with  a  debt  of  800,000,000/.,  how 
was  the  interest  to  be  paid  ?  At  present 
that  interest  was  paid  by  the  tradine 
classes.  The  landowners  mortgaged  their 
estates,  and  did  not  pay  the  interest ;  they 
threw  that  burden  on  the  tradina  classes, 
who  were  beginning  to  think  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  taxed  to  enable  the  lanci. 
owners  to  letain  their  land  and  keep  up 
their  great  establishments.  He  saici, 
that  the  landownen  ought  to  reduce 
their  establishments,  to  dismiss  their 
gardeners,  grooms,  or  some  other  of  their 
domestics.  He  was  so  eonvtnoed  of  the 
injurious  effeets  of  the  Corn.laws,  that  he 
would  pi«fer  seeing  a  tax  imposed  at  once 
for  the  iHirpoae  of  defraying  the  cost 
of  the  landowners'  establishments.  He 
thought  no  Ittw  ahould  be  tolerated  which 
robbed  the  poor  man  of  the  third  part 
of  the  wages  of  his  labour,  in  order  to 
maintain  others  in  idleness.  It  was  most 
important  t^  ooosider  how  the  people  were 
to  be  fed  and  clothed,  and  Ministers  had 
shown  how  that  might  be  done  without  in* 
jnring  any  one,  If  he  thought  the  reform 
of  the  Corn-ilaws  likely  to  tM^njurious  to 
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the  agricuHoriBtSj  be  wouH  not  advocate 
theoif  out  he  was  copviDced,  that  by  adopt- 
ing a  libera]  course  and  removipg  mooor 
{K)liea4  by  legislating  for  the  many  instead 
of  fgr  the  few,  and  maling  just  and  equal 
Jaws,  the  happiness  of  the  people  was  alone 
to  be  securea.  Allow  the  manufacturers 
to  exchange  the  products  of  their  labour 
iq  the  beat  markets^  and  they  would  enjoy^ 
at  the  same  time  that  the  agriculturists 
were  benefited  that  comfort  which  it 
was  (he  duty  of  an  honest  Parliament  to 
o(fer  them. 

Mr,  H,  QraHan  thought  that  the  hon. 
Member  for  Invemessshire  had  npt  mode 
put  the  ca9e  he  auempted  tq  establish* 
Would  it  be  believed  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  bad  enlarged  so  much  on  the 
happiness  of  the  agriculturists  of  Scotland 
was  the  very  individual  who  had  applied 
to  Government  for  a  gr^nt  of  no  less  a 
sum  than  40,000/,  for  the  purpose  of  eic- 
porting  his  own  countrymen  from  the 
north  of  SpotlandiOn  the  grguud  that  they 
were  in  such  a  state  of  destitution  and 
misery  that  they  could  not  find  support  in 
Scotland?  The  generous  disposition  of 
the  hon«  Member  had  impelled  him  to 
draw  on  the  Treasury  iu  order  to  rempve 
Ihero  to  a  foreign  land,  ThQ  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  moved  fpr  a  commitiee,  which 
examined  witnesses  on  the  subject,  and 
two  indiyiduaU  endeavoured  by  iheir  evi- 
dence to  qiake  out  the  case  of  distresp. 
One  of  them  wanted  to  prove,  but  broke 
dowoi  that  bis  friends  and  countrymen  in 
the  highlands  were  in  a  9tate  of  absolute 
•larvation;  the  other  asserted  that  they 
were  subsisting  upon  kelp.  So  there  was 
4Q,000Z,  saved  to  the  country.  It  appeared 
that  op  individual  from  that  part  of  the 
country  t«  which  be  belonged  had  yet 
ipokeo  in  this  debate^  and  he  W9S  afraid 
hon.  Members  might  imagine  that  the  si- 
lence of  the  Irish  jVf  embers.— [Xflwjfft'er], 
lie  was  surprised  hen.  Members  opposite 
found  fauU  with  silence,  fpr  silence  was  at 

E resent  U^eir/pr/ef  He  should  be  sorry  if 
PHi  Members  thought  that  the  men  pf  hip 
country,  by  (he  silence  of  their  represent 
tatives,  meant  to  assent  to  the  advent  of 
the  pafty  opposiie  tp  power.  As  silence 
migpt  apeak  assent,  he  wished  to  disclaim 
it,  He  would  add  the  singuUr  fact,  that 
although  the  people  of  Irehand  were  sup- 
poaed  tp  place  such  aSectipn  on  the  corn 
lawPy  apd  to  dr^w  all  their  subsistence 
ffpm  themt  yet  be  bad  not  seen  at  any  one 
el^iioii  the  leapt  appearance  of  a  popular 


feeling  in  favour  of  them*  He  thought  it 
one  or  the  most  ominous  signs  of  what 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  to  expect  when 
he  came  into  power,  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  had  abandoned  one  of  the  mo^t 
important  inducements  they  had  to  keep 
their  rents  high,  in  order  to  aid  iq  pre*- 
venting  the  right  hon.  Baronet  from  com* 
ing  into  power,  He  could  not  forbear 
saying  a  word  on  the  line  which  Gentle- 
men opposite  had  Pursued  on  the  present 
occasion,  Could  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Tamworth  point  out  a 
single  instance  of  an  amendment  to  an 
address  being  put  in  the  form  of  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  in  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  ?  The  House  had  a  right  to  dis- 
miss Ministers  who  did  not  possess  their 
confidence;  but  he  maintained  that  mesr 
seges  from  -the  Crown  and  ppeeches  from 
the  Throne  were  entitled  to  the  respeat 
attached  to  them,  which  for  centuriee 
they  bad  received.  It  wa^  not  for  Mem> 
here  opposite,  nituated  as  they  were«  Ip 
move  an  amendment  which  he  thought 
was  most  unbecoming^  and  which  bore 
marks  of  intimidation  and  insolence  by  pg 
means  warranted  by  any  atepp  taken  by 
individuals  on  bis  side  of  the  Hou4e, 
They  had  paid  attention  tP  none  of  the 
propositions  in  the  Address ;  they  ppoke 
only  of  want  of  confidence.  He  sub^ 
mitted  that  that  was  arrogance;  thcit  wa^ 
not  treating  the  Sovereign  ap  she  deserve 
ed  to  be  treated  by  the  House^it  waa 
treating  her  ap  she  had  been  treated  by 
persons  opposite  out  of  doors.  When 
they  profepsed  so  much  lympathy  for  the 
sunermgs  of  the  poor  in  that  House,  hav- 
ing listened  |o  those  sentiments,  gracious 
sentiments,  which  fell  from  the  )jpa  of 
virtue  and  gopdnepp.  the  Houpe  mnst  parr 
tipippte  in  her  anxiety,  that  the  object  of 
relieving  those  sufferings  should  be  attained 
in  the  manner  least  burdepsome  to  thi 
people,  Why  did  npt  the  amendment  gp 
to  (hat  point ;  It  said  not  a  word  about 
the  burdens  of  the  people,  who  suffered 
unexampled  dipireps  and  privationp.  The 
question  was  whether  tne  deficiency  of 
revenue  could  not  be  made  up  without 
imposing  fresh  burdens  on  them.  MiniP- 
ters  had  thought  it  their  duty  to  look  tQ 
this  point,  and  they  had  done  so  %q  the 
best  of  their  ability.  They  had  done  SQ 
by  putting  those  wordp  into  the  mouth  of 
the  Sovereign.  When  they  recommended 
the  House  to  adopt  measures  of  tba(  sort* 
they  bad  discl^jg^d,  u^feejiu  d«^.t  they 
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Btood  pledged  to  a  great  priaciple,  pledged 
to  public  relief,  pledged  to  public  taxa- 
tion. He  should  ne?er  consent  to  sit  in 
that  assembly  without  lifting  up  his  hands 
and  voice  to  protest  against  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  late  elections.  The  doings  at 
Ludlow  and  Cambridge,  of  which  they 
had  heard  so  much,  sank  to  nothing  be- 
fore the  monstrous  proceedings  at  those 
elections^  the  immense  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, and  the  intimidation.  The  indi- 
viduals at  Ludlow  and  Cambridge  who 
had  received  their  10/.  and  100/.  for  their 
votes  sank  to  nothing ;  they  were  the 
minnows  to  the  Tritons  in  this  monstrous 
scene.  How  had  Gentlemen  opposite  been 
returned  to  that  House  ?  By  mouev.  In 
one  borough,  where  there  w^re  only  180 
voters  and  two  candidates,  one  vote  cost 
no  less  than  700/.  One  party  gave  500/., 
the  other  gave  200/.  He  congratulated 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  on  a  victory  so  ob- 
tained; but  he  never  would  shrink  from 
lifting  up  his  voice  against  such  monstrous 
proc^ings.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  correct  such  evils,  and  he  trusted  those 
evils  would  be  probed  to  the  bottom. 
What  were  the  proceedings  in  the  country 
to  which  he  belonged  ?  At  the  last  general 
election  he  saw  troops  drawn  out  in  such 
a  way  that  no  voter  could  get  to  the  poll- 
ing booth.  He  begged  the  commanding 
officer  to  remove  his  men  and  allow  him 
to  pass,  and  it  was  done;  but  he  got  no 
assistance  from  the  civil  authorities.  Did 
not  the  right  hon.  Baronet  know  that 
when  the  tocsin  of  his  return  to  power  was 
sounded  in  Ireland,  the  Orange  advent 
was  proclaimed  in  Dublin,  and  churches 
were  given  up  to  be  sacked?  [Oh  I  oh  I] 
Let  hon.  Gentlemen  deny  it  if  they  could. 
In  the  town  of  Dungannon  the  houses  of  the 
Catholics  were  given  up  to  be  sacked.  [OA  / 
oh  f\  He  said  it ;  and  if  it  could  be  denied, 
let  hon  .Gentlemen  get  up  and  do  so.  What 
was  the  cause  of  it  ?  The  prosperity  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite — the  protection  that 
was  expected  from  that  party.  It  was 
that  that  occasioned  such  mischief  as  was 
done  at  Belfast,  where  one  individual  was 
brought  off  and  obliged  to  be  bled  for  the 
injuries  he  had  received.  He  was  address- 
ing himself  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  for 
he  wished  to  tell  him  into  what  company 
he  was  getting.  He  was  now  a  political 
huntsman  at  the  head  of  his  own  pack, 
but  he  would  find  that,  like  Actseon,  he 
would  be  devoured  by  his  own  dogs.  He 
thought  it  right  to  allude  to  another  cir- 


cumstance. One  of  the  towns  in  Ireland 
was  given  up  entirely  to  the  military  at 
the  late  election;  where  the  Lord-lieute« 
nant  or  the  General  was  he  did  not  know ; 
the  Lord-lieutenant,  however,  was  in  love, 
and  therefore  he  could  not  attend,  n 
this  country  at  such  times  the  military 
marched  out  of  a  town,  but  there  they 
marched  in.  And  when  one  of  the  candi- 
dates went  to  his  committee^room  he  was 
actually  seized  by  the  military,  and  could 
not  get  out.  A  friend  of  his  rode  fifty 
miles  to  vote ;  but  he  was  not  allowed  to 
enter  the  town  without  a  certificate;  he 
said  "  I  have  come  to  vote ;"  the  answer 
was,  "  But  you  can't,  for  the  sheriff  has 
got  the  key  of  the  polling-booth  in  his 
pocket."  Some  other  difficulty  occurred, 
but  even  that  could  not  be  decided,  be- 
cause the  barrister  of  the  party  was  in  the 
custody  of  the  soldiers.  It  turned  out 
afterwards  that  there  wis  a  meeting  in  the 
assessor's  room ;  and  to  show  the  intelli- 
gence and  friendly  feeling  that  existed 
between  the  military  and  civil  parties  in 
that  country,  he  would  just  state  what  oc- 
curred. There  happened  to  be  a  noise  at 
the  window,  and  one  of  the  officers  said, 
"  Is  that  any  riot  getting  up  ?"  "  Oh, 
no !"  replied  the  other,  ''  this  morning  I 
was  apprehensive  of  one,  but  I  ordered  out 
justice  to  Ireland.''  '*  Justice  to  Ireland  !" 
said  the  first,  "what  do  you  mean  by 
that?"  The  answer  was,  **  Why  a  six- 
pounder."  He  would  just  mention  another 
thing,  to  let  the  right  hon.  Baronet  know 
what  he  might  expect.  The  writ  for  one 
of  the  elections  in  Ireland  had,  as  was 
customary,  been  directed  to  the  sheriff  to 
be  returned  signed  and  sealed  by  twelve 
of  the  electors.  When  the  writ  was  to  be 
signed  and  sealed,  the  sheriff  in  great 
good  humour  begged  them  to  sign,  and 
one  of  them  wanting  a  seal,  he  said  he  had 
got  one  there  which  would  do.  It  was 
one  with  the  motto  of  ''  the  glorious  me- 
mory." And  what  was  the  official  seal  of 
the  sheriff?  It  was  a  picture  in  which  the 
Devil  was  described  placed  amidst  flames 
and  fire,  and  a  number  of  individuals 
were  being  thrown  into  the  fire.  That, 
said  the  sheriff,  meant  the  Pope  in  hell, 
and  the  Devil  pelting  him  with  priests: 
but  another  part  of  the  transaction  was  of 
rather  a  grave  character;  for  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Pope  the  Host  was  drawn 
dropping  into  the  flames.  And  yet  that 
was  done  by  those  who  were  the  associ- 
ates of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  I    Was  he 
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wrong,  theoi  in  saying  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  find,  as  he  had  stated,  that 
Ireland  would  be  his  greatest  difficulty  ? 
he  would  not  say  an  insuperable  difficulty ; 
but  if  his  friends  went  on  in  that  way  he 
would  lose  the  hearts  of  the  Irish  people, 
and  then  let  him  beware  of  America.  [Hon, 
Members^  '*  Shame,  shame."]  He  said  it 
again — ^**  Beware  of  America."  He  would 
not  speak  on  that  point,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Liskeard  had  done  in  the 
last  Parliament,  but  he  would  say — 
<«  Beware  of  America."  There  was  a 
party  in  that  country  sending  money  to 
Ireland ;  he  wanted  no  foreign  connexion ; 
but,  if,  bv  their  roisgovernment,  they  made 
Ireland  tne  scene  of  discord — if,  by  their 
principles,  they  made  it  such  that  Irish- 
men could  not  sit  at  their  firesides  in 
peace,  or  hire  a  servant  without  fear ;  if 
they  abused  those  sacred  men  who  were 
engaged  in  the  service  of  religion,  and 
called  them  surpliced  ruffians,  demons, 
and  hellish  priests,  he  would  tell  them  to 
their  face  that  they  had  declared  war  with 
the  Irish  people,  and  God  alone  would 
judge  the  right.  Had  hon.  Members  read 
the  history  of  the  connexion  of  the  party 
opposite  with  bis  country  ?  Talk  of  their 
having  the  confidence  of  the  Irish  people 
— *that  confidence  which  they  thought  they 
had,  but  which  they  lost  by  their  own 
folly,  he  meant  by  the  same  principles  on 
which  they  were  now  coming  into  power 
-—by  intimidation  openly  expressed;  he 
said  that  that  party  had  lost  that  confi- 
dence before,  and  they  would  lose  it  again. 
But  the  question  now  really  was,  whether 
our  manufactures  should  be  turned  out  of 
the  foreign  markets.  The  hon.  Mover  of 
the  address  said,  that  England  was  to  be 
the  great  master  of  the  manufacturers  of 
mankind.  He  did  not  know  that  mankind 
would  exactly  approve  of  that.  If  they 
went  to  Russia,  he  thought  the  answer 
would  be,  on  tendering  their  goods,  "  Here 
is  our  tarifi^;"  at  Brazil,  *'  Take  our  su- 
gars;" and  in  Germany,  **  We  do  not, want 
your  linens  or  silks."  This  question,  then, 
was  properly  put  into  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne:  ana  the  address  might  have 
been  voted  for  without  offering  an  insult 
to  the  Sovereign—without  their  pledging 
themselves  on  those  particular  points. 
They  might  have  voted  for  it  out  of  re- 
speet  for  the  quarter  whence  it  came,  and 
still  reserved  the  right  of  expressing  their 
opinions  on  those  several  points.  But  the 
amendment  was  brought  forward  by  hon. 
VOL.UX.   {SSSL} 


Gentlemen  opposite  to  show  they  were  the 
party  predominant — not  only  to  gain  a 
majority,  but  to  carry  it  to  the  door  of  the 
palace,  where  it  must  be  listened  to,  whe- 
ther acceptable  or  not.  He  lamented 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  adopted  a 
line  of  secrecy  as  to  his  future  conduct, 
and  had  concealed  his  sentiments;  for  he 
thought  the  people  had  a  right  to  hear 
from  one  who  was  about  to  come  into  power 
what  he  intended  to  do,  whether  fresh 
burdens  were  to  be  imposed  on  them  or 
not,  and  whether  these  Corn -laws  were  to 
be  modified  or  altered.  But  the  last  was 
a  question  between  the  people  and  the 
aristocracy — between  the  people  and  the 
landed  interests.  Such  a  question,  indeed, 
should  never  have  been  raised ;  it  was  set- 
tled by  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
wise  men,  by  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Huskisson, 
their  oracle,  and  by  that  opinion  hon. 
Gentlemen  should  have  stood.  But  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  had  put  the  case  in 
such  a  way,  that  to-morrow  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  might,  if  he  pleased,  abandon  the 
principles  of  those  who  returned  that 
party  to  Parliament.  What  principle,  in- 
deed, had  he  not  abandoned  ?  Look  at  Ca- 
tholic  Emancipation.  That  he  had  granted, 
but  he  did  it  so  late,  that  he  got  no  grati. 
tude  for  it.  And  that  would  be  the  case 
with  the  measures  that  were  now  rejected. 
Whatever  might  be  the  result  of  this  divi- 
sion, he  would  say,  that  although  he  was 
under  no  obligation  to  the  present  Mini- 
sters, his  country  was,  and  he  would  sup. 
port  them  on  that  ground.  He  could  not 
forget  that  they  had  carried  the  Reform 
Bill;  and  he  looked  with  astonishment  to 
the  constiutency  of  England,  and  regretted 
that  they  should  have  almost  forgotten  the 
names  of  Russell,  Grey,  and  Morpeth,  It 
should  be  remembered  that  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation had  been  carried  chiefly  by  their 
means,  backed,  he  would  say,  by  600,000 
men  in  Ireland.  They  supported  the  anti« 
slavery  measure,  which  even  Mr.  Pitt 
could  not  carm  They  had  passed  the 
Corporation  Bill  in  England,  and  had  re- 
moved many  of  the  duties  which  oppressed 
the  people.  He  had  found  the  Govern- 
ment of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  generally 
selfish ;  whilst  the  present  Ministers  had 
had  preserved  the  honour  of  the  Crown 
and  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  people. 
He  said  they  were  honest  men.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  were  honest  men  also;  but 
looking  to  the  Irish  history,  he  said  they 
were  dishonest  Ministers.  But.  whatever 
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party  might  come  into  officAi  he  hoped 
that  Ireland  and  England  would  be  long 
united,  supporting  abroad  and  at  home  the 
principles  of  civil  add  religious  liberty, 
and  that  their  union  might  bring  peace  ana 
happiness  to  both. 

Lord  Worsley  could  not  say  that  he 
agreed  in  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport.  He  must  add,  that 
haying  listened  to  that  speech  with  some 
attention,  he  thought  it  wss  somewhat 
inappropriate  for  the  present  occasioD, 
when  they  were  assembled  to  consider  the 
address  in  answer  to  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne.  He  wished  to  allude  to  one  part 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  speech^  beeause 
it  struck  him  that  in  that  part  of  it 
the  argument  of  the  hon.  Member  was 
fallacious — viz.,  that  in  which  the  hon» 
Member  contended  that  there  should  be  a 
perfect  free-trade  in  cora  in  this  oountrt, 
and  that  if  that  were  the  oase^  there  would 
be  an  increased  stimulus  given  to  com- 
merce and  manufactureSi  and  Uiat  by 
sending  our  manufaetures  abroad,  io  tx*^ 
change  for  fpreign  corn,  We  should  be 
able  to  give  empl^fment  to  a  greuter  num- 
ber of  persons  than  at  present  If  that 
argument  were  carried  out  to  its  fall  ei* 
tent,  what,  he  would  ask,  would  beeosae 
of  the  agricultural  population?  Il  was 
probable  that  a  larger  number  of  persoas 
might  for  a  short  timefiod  employment  in 
the  manufacturing  distriet%  but  the  efiect 
on  agriculture  would  be,  that  we  shoidd 
have  corn  brought  from  abroad  Itf  Mcb 
quantities  aad  at  such  low  prices  tbut  the 
agriculturist  of  this  country  would  be  oom- 
pelted  to  give  up  growing  corn  aHogeihof , 
and  so  the  ajs;ricultural  labourer  would  be 
thrown  out  of  employment;  nor  did  he  bo« 
lieve  (as  some  supposed)  that  those  labour- 
ers so  rendered  destitute  would  find  employ* 
ment  in  manufactures.  Feeling  ashe did  very 
strongly  on  this  point,  and  repveacDtiug  at 
lar^e  agricultural  distrkst,  ho  had  thought 
it  right  to  state  the  reasons  upon  which  he 
disaareed  with  tho  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport,  if  he  thought  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber's view  were  the  correct  one,  and  that 
free-tra<fe  in  corn  would  produce  those 
advantages  which  he  aoticipated,  ho 
should  not  hesitate  to  support  it;  wkb 
regard  to  the  amendment  which  had  been 
moved  to  the  address,  he  would  state  the 
groands  why  he  could  not  give  his  vote  io 
favour  of  it.  He  was  glad  to  perceive^  by 
the  tone  of  the  amendment,  thst  there  was 
no  intention  of  refusing  inquiry  into  the 


subj^t  of  the  Corn4aws,  becaaie  he 
thought  it  would  be  ungracious  in  those 
who  were  connected  with  agricttlUirSi  ahd^ 
he  believed  that  nothing  could  be  more 
injudicious  than  to  refuse  inquiry  into  the 
distress  which  unhappily  prevailed*  One 
of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  right 
hon.  President  of  the  Board  ef  Trade 
considered  that  an  alteration  should 
be  made  in  the  present  system  was  the 
fluctuations  in  price,  whkh  he  (Lord 
Worsley)  thought  arose  io  some  mea- 
sure, from  the  mode  of  striking  the 
averages.  He  was  of  opinion  that  by 
the  adoption  of  some  different  node  of 
striking  the  averages,  some  advantage 
might  ^  gained,butUien  he  wanted  to  know 
whY  that  question  was  not  to  be  considered 
and  dealt  with  by  the  present  Government, 
and  why  the  task  was  to  devolve  upon  the 
right  hon«  Gentleman  opposite  I  It  might 
be  said,  because  the  party  opposite  were 
the  most  numerous  in  that  House,  and  be^ 
cause  the  present  Government  did  no! 
possess  the  confide  see  of  the  people.  Nc 
doubt  that  party  had  gained  eensiderabli 
at  the  late  elections,  but  thai  gain  wan  U 
be  attributed  he  believed,  in  a  greai 
degree,  to  the  feeling  that  prevailed  on  thi 
part  of  some  constituencies  thMl  man; 
reforms  were  required,  and  aa  they  couli 
not  be  obtained  from  tho  present  MiAistr} 
they  thought  it  right  ts  see  what  the 
could  get  from  the  right  hen ^  Baroliel  an 
bis  party ;  and  this  deske  was  Stf^ngth 
ened  by  the  fact  that  on  flsany  fornlor  oc 
casions  when  beoefioial  referins  #ere  pi 
posed  by  the  Whigs,  the  right  ho 
Baronet,  after  having  long  resistecl  Iho 
in  opposition,  c«ne  fbfward  #bed  i 
power  and  carried  them  through.  But  I 
thought  the  country  had  soaMr  right  i 
requirs  an  eaplanation  of  th4  rig^l  boi 
Baronet  as  to  the  course  he  Uktend^ 
to  pursue  with  regard  to  the  Gorft-law 
when  he  came  into  power.  The  eons< 
tuenciea,  amongst  whois  much  differen 
of  opinkm  existed  in  respect  to  the  sHdii 
scale,  required  to  know  What  urore  t 
views  ol  tho  light  hon.  Bofoaet  cm»  th 
point.  They  at  pvesent  knew  notbioK 
what  the  right  hon.  Bntonei  iiHoswIcd 
propose,  and  wanting  Ihnt  knowMI^  %k 
did  not  think  that  that  good  effWl  wo« 
result  from  an  in(|uify  coadoct«4.  by  t 
right  hon«  Baroaoi  as  from^  arts  tfK^u 
carried  on  under  the  auspieetf  ^  %b»  p 
sent  Government.  He  shading  i»  tl 
opinioo,  an4,^^^^eing  ffm^  ^  «^' 
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io^ttiry  io4«  tbin  iiibjccti  he  vri»  not  pre- 
ptred  oi>  Uifti  ground  ta  withdraw  his 
eoofidenoe  from  the  present  Government. 
When  heeonsidered  the  Course  pursued 
tbriHigkottt »  iong  political  life  by  the  right 
hod.  Baronef,  tLtA  considering  that  he  bad 
(no  doobt  from  a  setise  of  duty)  refused 
lor  a  lenglb  of  time  to  concede  measures 
wbicb  afterwards  he  bad  conceded,  he 
cooM  not  think  thst  the  rig^ht  hoa. 
Baronet  wonld  have  the  confidence  of  the 
oottotry^  Many  persons  were  of  opinion 
tbal  tbo  right'  bon.  Baronet  would,  io 
coBtidefiiig  the  tnbjeoC  of  the  Corn- laws, 
popoae  ft  fchenie  Very  diffiefent  from  that 
i»  operatioD  under  the  existing  law^lhat 
be  would  propose  a  scheme  that  would 
nOI  give  ftilisfaetion  fq  the  agricoUural 
iiftlerett;  thefelore^  though  disapproving 
of  the  pAao  of  the  Government  as  pro- 
powsded  ia  the  last  Parliament,  but  being 
HI  ignorancfe  of  what  labstitute  the  right 
boo^  Baronel  waa  prepared  to  bring  for- 
waid,  and  conMeffftg  also  that  be  had  at 
all  tinea  differed  from  the  general  policy 
of  tiie  rigbt  bon.  Baioaett  whilst  he  had 
fee<|acntly  admired  ibat  of  ber  Majesty's 
MBBfieteffs  I  and,  aa  be  fek  justified  in  say- 
ings tbat»  the  nrwijoi  ity  of  hit  constituents 
hai  not  eoy  confidence  in  the  right  hon. 
BofOMt,*  he  abould  vote  for  tbe  Address. 

Mu  Hastie  spoke  at  gome  Idngth^  but 
wae  completely  ioaudible* 

Dobalo  agaift  adjournedr 
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HntoTMi)   BUL    iCead  ft  first  anie:-N«^  Pay. 

pBlltioos  pfresented  fiy  Ar.  TRomas  DuncomBe,  Mm 
ntoetontor  l^orwiA*  emt^mtling  tti  the  Mcgal  OtadiMf 
^flir  nukmiti^  Ottear;  add  ftom  a  number  of  Indi- 
TidualSp  fat  Vnivenal  SuflVage— By  Mr.  William  Miles, 
from  plates  in  Someft^hire,  ai^Ast  a  Fheed  Daty  on 
«Sliri  mA  aott  BMiCoI,  IM'CMiNHEi<«eMlon.«'By  Cb- 
load  OoiBoUf  I  aon  DoBcgi^  Air  ttM  Raslontkia  or  Aoad 


Blectfaw  ntfOdBf*   CtMojA&ifdg  Ov  die  Btectssii  st  f^^t^t 

.  Mmiwscjs  EiEteTloif .]  Mr.  Duncomb» 
bad  a  petitkm  to  ptfes^nl,  ^ned  by,  6,008 
electora  aofd  Other  inbabitaots  of  Norwich, 
coMphiMiing  of  ciftinn  proceedings  at  the 
hrto  eleotioo  for  ib«t  eity.  The  petHioners 
staled  t^fft  tbey  bad  lo  complam  of  the 
oMide  in  wbiob  that  election  had  been  con- 
dflded  by  tbe  retatniog  officer ;  that  a 
coQsideTaUe  body  of  the  constituents  not 
baiwg  aatisfied  wilb  Mr.  Bec^inin  Smiih, 
oooof  Ibe  feriaer  representativet^had  pre-  I 


seated  s  requiiition  to  a  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Eagle,  who  had  thereupon  con- 
sented to  come  forward ;  that  on  the  day 
of  nomination  certain  of  the  elective  body 
had  presented  themselves  at  the  coort- 
house  with  a  view  to  the  propos<s]  of  that 
gentleman,  but  that  on  their  arrival  they 
had  found  that  the  principal  door  had 
been  closed  against  them,  and  that  tbe 
conrt  was  nearly  filled  by  persons  whom 
they  designated  as  hired  ruffians,  friends 
of  the  other  candidates;  that  eventually 
they  had  succeeded  in  effeoting  an  en- 
trance into  the  body  of  the  court  i  that 
after  the  nomination  of  the  Marquess  of 
Dooro  and  Mr«  B«  Smith,  Mr.  John  Dover 
and  Mr^  Jobn  Whitehead,  bad  cooie  for- 
ward and  proposed  a  third  candidate  in 
the  person  of  Mr.  Eagle;  tbat  a  abow  of 
hands  having  been  taken  by  the  returning 
officer,  that  functionary  bad  declared  the 
majority  to  be  in  favour  of  the  Marquess 
of  Douro  and  Mr.  Smith }  that  Mr^  iDover 
had  then  demanded  a  poll  on  the  part  of 
Mr*  Eagle  ;  that  i\m  sberiff  had  immedi- 
ately upon  that  demand  being  made  re., 
quired  and  received  the  sum  of  SQOf,  from 
the  propoaers  of  the  respeotive  candidates 
as  security  for  the  expenses^  which  was  of 
coarse  instantly  given  by  the  friends  of 
the    two  first-named  gentlemeoi    whilst 
those  of  Mr.  Eagle,  not  being  duly  pfe^ 
pared^  were  compelled  to  quit  the  court 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  necessary 
amount ;;  that  ou  tbe  return  of  the  parties 
witb  tbe  sumi,  tbey  were  informed  thai  tbe 
proposer  and  seconder  of  Mr.  Eagle  bad 
been  bribed  by   Mr.  Edwarda  the  oity 
treasurer,  and  Mr^  Woolrigjbt,  by  (be  pay- 
ment of  5QLf  to  withdraw  theit  nomina- 
tion \  tliat  it  appeared  the  said  proposer 
and  seconder  had  aeeepled  tbe  money 
upoo  tbe  terms  atipufatedi  and  tba^  the 
Marquess  of  Douro  and  Mr^  Smithy  were 
theveapon  declared  by  the  returning  offi*. 
;  cer  to  have  been  elected* .  The  petitioners 
preceeded  tc^  say,  tdat,  having  taken  the 
advice  of  fmioent  counsel,  loey  were  in- 
formed that  there  was  no  power  vested  in 
the  returniag  officer  to  withdraw  a  nomi^ 
nation   after  such   nomination  had  been 
once  formally  made,  msd  therefore  that 
the  return  was  ifet  warranted  or  true  in 
laW/    The  petitioners  said  they  were  not 
in  a  condition  to  pay  the  expenses  whicb 
would  be  consequent  on  the  presentation 
of  a  petition  against  the  return  in  the  ordi- 
nary way,  and  therefore  prayed  the  House 
to  institute  such  imiuiries  as  migbt  be  ne- 
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cessary  into  the  malpractices  of  which 
they  complained,  wiih  a  view  of  giving 
that  extent  of  redress  which  the  House 
might  deem  the  electors  in  question  fully 
entitled  to. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

United  States — Mr.  M'Leod.]  Mr. 
Roebuck,  seeing  the  noble  Lord  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  his 
place,  would,  in  fulfilment  of  the  notice 
he  had  given  on  the  first  night  of  the  Ses- 
sion, proceed  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  cer- 
tain questions  as  to  the  state  of  the  rela- 
tions between  this  country  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  respecting  the  deten- 
tion of  Mr.  M*Leod.  He  bad  stated  that 
he  would  make  some  few  remarks  to  put 
hon.  Members  in  possession  of  the  real 
nature  of  the  questions,  and  their  pith  and 
significance.  The  House,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  had  been  so  kind  as  to  hear  some 
observations  of  his,  which  would  enable 
him  now  to  save  them ;  but  as  some  mis- 
conception was  abroad  as  to  his  purpose 
and  object  in  what  he  attempted  then  to 
say,  he  would  still  address  a  few  remarks 
to  the  House,  that  they  might  understand 
his  object  in  putting  these  questions.  His 
object  in  so  doing  wes,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  promote  peace  between  this  country  and 
the  United  States,  and  any  one  who  fan- 
cied that  any  question  of  his  had  any 
other  object,  was  very  much  mistaken. 
His  purpose  was  to  promote  peace,  and, 
to  attain  that  end,  he  thought  it  best  that 
hon.  Members  should  understand  the  real 
object  of  the  questions  he  was  about  to 
put.  Those  questions  were  five  in  num- 
ber, but  they  might  be  answered  in  a 
breath,  and  they  related  to  the  detention 
of  Mr.  M'Leod  by  the  authorities  of 
America.  That  detention  arose  out  of  the 
transactions  connected  with  the  Caroline, 
the  attack  on  which  in  the  waters  of  the 
United  States  gave  great  umbrage,  not 
only  to  the  people  of  New  York,  but  to 
the  United  States  generally.  Thereupon 
an  application  was  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country,  and  to  that  no  an- 
swer was  returned.  It  so  happened,  that 
in  the  meantime  M'Leod  happened  to  be 
in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  from  his 
own  boastful  statements  respecting  the 
transactions,  and  he  believed  incorrect 
ones,  was  arrested  in  consequence  of  the 
belief  created  upon  the  subject.  When 
he  was  so  arrested,  a  feeling  on  his  behalf 
arose  in  this  country,  and  then  orders  were 


sent  out  to  Mr.  Fox,  our  Minister,  to  make 
an  immediate  application  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  demanding  the 
liberation  of  Mr.  M'Leod.  An  answer 
was  made  by  the  then  American  secretary, 
Mr.  Forsyth,  to  the  application  of  Mr.  Fox, 
and  to  that  answer  he  had  to  request  the 
most  serious  attention  of  the  house — always 
recollecting  that  that  answer  was  given  to 
Mr.  Fox  before  any  notice  had  been 
taken  by  the  noble  Lord  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Affairs  of  the  communication 
which  he  had  received  regarding  the  Caro- 
line. Mr.  Forsyth's  answer  was  in  sub- 
stance that  the  United  States  had  no  ju- 
risdiction at  all  over  the  matter  spoken 
of;  that  it  was  a  subject  wholly  within 
the  cognizance  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  could  not  give  any  answer,  and 
could  not  interfere  in  the  matter,  though 
it  related  to  the  safety  of  a  British  sub« 
ject ;  and  he  went  further,  and  said,  that 
even  supposing  the  President  had  any 
power,  he  had  no  wish  and  no  feeling  in 
the  matter,  which  would  induce  him  to 
interpose.  Mr.  Forsyth  then  went  out  of 
office,  and  then  came  in  the  new  govern^, 
ment,  Mr.  Webster  being  its  representa« 
tive  in  the  post  previously  held  by  Mr. 
Fors]fth.  He  wished  to  know  from  the 
noble  Lord  whether  there  bad  been  any 
change  in  the  language  of  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  since  the  accession 
of  the  new  government  to  power?  It 
should  be  always  recollected,  and  this 
should  have  been  the  answer  made  when 
an  answer  was  given  to  Mr.  Fox,  that  on 
the  establishment  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  very  earlv  in  the  his- 
tory of  those  states,  that  they  declared, 
that  they  considered  themselves  amenable 
to  the  international  laws  established  among 
nations,  and  they  had  always  declared 
that  the  sole  medium  of  communication 
between  them  and  other  nations  should 
be  by  means  of  the  federal  government, 
by  means  of  the  President ;  and  therefore, 
in  point  of  fact,  we  had  no  more  notion 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  than  the  United 
States  had  of  the  county  of  Rutland,  and 
the  answer  which  should  have  been  made 
to  Mr.  Fox  was,  that  they  did  not  know 
anything  respecting  the  state  of  New  York, 
but  that  all  communications  which  should 
be  made  must  be  had  with  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  He  wished  now  to 
ascertain  from  the  noble  Lord  certain 
facts,  in  connection  with  the3e  transac- 
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tioDS.  He  had  put  them  on  paper,  and 
having  put  them  in  order,  he  would  place 
the  paper  in  the  hands  of  the  noble  Lord, 
80  that  there  should  be  no  mistake  upon 
the  questions.  He  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther her  Majesty's  Government,  by  any 
formal  declaration,  had  assumed  the  whole 
responsibility  of  the  attack  upon  the  Ca- 
roline? He  then  wanted  to  know  whe* 
ther  the  government  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  had  admitted  that  responsi- 
bility, and  had  demanded  reparation  for 
the  outrage  and  injury  done  to  the  Caro- 
line, being  a  vessel  belonging  to  the 
United  States?  Because  it  should  always 
be  taken  into  consideration,  that  if  they 
demanded  reparation  for  the  injury  done 
by  the  attack,  it  did  not  lie  in  their  mouth 
to  turn  round  and  say,  that  the  state  of 
New  York  was  the  only  power  which  had 
jurisdiction.  Next,  he  would  ask,  whe- 
ther the  Government  of  her  Majesty  had 
stated  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  specifically,  that  Mr.  M*Leod  had 
acted  under  the  command  of  his  superior 
officers,  and  with  the  express  sanction  of 
her  Majesty?  Fourthly,  he  desired  to 
know  whether  her  Majesty's  government 
had  demanded  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  whether,  after  such  a  de- 
claration, they  would  be  able,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  willing  to  guarantee  the  safety 
and  the  delivery  up  of  Mr.  M'Leod,  not- 
withstanding any  determination  of  the 
state  of  New  York  with  regard  to  any 
proceedings  now  pending  in  the  courts  of 
that  state  against  him  ?  Lastly,  he  wished 
to  know  whether  the  government  of  the 
United  States  had  admitted  the  validity 
of  such  authority  as  a  protection  for  Mr. 
M'Leod,  and  whether  the  noble  Lord 
could  state  any  circumstances  from  which 
might  be  expected  any  justification  of 
the  continued  detention  of  Mr.  M'Leod, 
by  the  authorities  of  the  state  of  New 
York?  He  believed,  that  it  would  turn 
out  that  the  answers  to  be  given  to 
these  questions  would  very  materially  re- 
lieve the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
irv,  and  he  thought,  that  the  importance 
of  the  subject  demanded  that  it  should  be 
fully  explained,  so  as  to  relieve  the  feel- 
ings of  the  public,  promote  peace,  and 
allay  that  heat  which  he  knew  existed  on 
all  sides  upon  the  subject. 

Visooant  Palmerston  was  the  last  man 
in  the  House  who  would  wish  in  any  way 
to  interrupt  what,  however,  he  was  bound 
to  remark  upon  as  an  irregular  proceeding 


of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Bath, 
though  founded  on  the  most  laudable  in- 
tentions; but  the  House  would  see  that  if 
questions  on  matters  of  ereat  delicacy,  and 
rery  complicated  in  their  nature,  were 
proposed  by  hon.  Members,  and  were  pre-i 
faced  by  a  narration  of  the  transactions 
to  which  they  related,  and  were  inter- 
spersed with  arguments,  it  became  very 
difficult  for  an  individual  who  was  to 
answer  such  questions,  to  refrain  from 
going  very  much  into  the  subject,  and 
thus,  under  the  form  of  asking  a  question, 
a  debate  might  be  brought  on  without 
notice  on  matters  of  very  great  national 
importance.  He  hoped,  however,  that  he 
should  be  able  to  give  the  hon.  Member 
the  information  which  he  asked  for,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  that  the  statement  which 
he  was  about  to  make  would  tend  to  relieve 
the  minds  of  any  persons  who  might  think 
that  the  present  state  of  the  question  with 
regard  to  Mr.  M'Leod  was  likely  to  bring 
on  serious  differences  between  the  two 
countries.  The  narrative  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber was,  he  believed,  substantially  correct. 
He  had  no  particular  remark  to  make  upon 
it.  It  was  quite  true,  as  he  had  stated,  ttiat 
upon  the  first  demand  made  by  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  for  the  liberation  of 
Mr.  M*Leod,  an  answer  was  returned  by 
the  late  Secretary  of  State  in  America, 
which  was  by  no  means  satisfactory; 
and  he  was  ready  to  admit  that,  as  a 
doctrine  of  international  law,  no  one  coun. 
try  had  a  right  to  say  in  reply  to  a 
demand  of  redress  for  a  wrong  done  to 
another  country,  or  to  a  subject  of  another 
country,  that  it  had  peculiar  institutions, 
which  prevented  it  from  giving  the 
redress  which  was  due.  Nations  dealt 
with  each  other  as  aggregate  communi- 
ties, and  one  nation  could  know  nothing 
of  the  municipal  laws  or  the  internau 
constitution  of  another.  If  a  wron^  were 
done,  redress  must  given  ;  and  if  the 
laws  and  constitution  of  the  country  did 
not  enable  the  Government  to  give  that 
redress,  they  must  either  alter  the  laws 
and  change  their  constitution,  or  submit 
to  the  alternative  which  every  country,  in 
such  a  case,  was  like  a  private  individual, 
entitled  to  adopt.  But  in  carrying  this 
indisputable  pnnciple  into  practice,  every 
Government  must  be  guided  by  a  sense  of  ex- 
pediency^and  a  regard  to  the  urgency  of  the 
matter  under  consideration.  Now,  although 
the  first  reply  was,  os  he  thought,  entirely 
wrong  in  relation  to  the  principles  of  inter- 
national law,  yet  he  had  the  satisfaction  tg 


9flV 


Umied  Siate^-^ 


{COMMONS} 


Mr.  it*Leod. 


9M 


iaform  Uie  htm.  Member  aad  the  House, 
that  from  the  present  Government  of  the 
United  Skates  a  eommunicatioD  )iad  been 
nceived,  of  a  formal  instruction  given  to 
the  Attoraey-General  of  the  United  States, 
which  contained  doctrines  perfectly  just 
nad  coBsieteni  vith  the  law  of  nations,  and 
entirely  in  aocarjance  with  the  principles 
lipon  which  the  British  Gorernmont  bad 
demanded  the  release  of  Mr.  M'Leod; 
and  the  passage  which  he  should  read 
from  the  instructions  given  (o  the  Attor- 
aey-General by  Mr.  Webster^  answered 
at  onoe  two,  and  periiaps  more,  of  tlie 
questions  of  the  hon.  Member,  because 
it  showed  that  the  British  Government 
had  avowed  their  entire  responsibility  for 
the  attack  made  upon  the  Caroline,  and 
that  the  American  goremment  considered 
that  question  as  one  to  foe  discussed  he» 
tween  the  two  govennneuts,  and  totallv 
unconnected  in  any  way  whatever  with 
the  question  how  Mr.  M'Leod  was  to  be 
dealt  with.  Tiiig  iastruetion  was  dated 
the  15th  March  in  the  present  year,  from 
Mr.  Webster  to  Mr.  Crittenden,  the  At- 
torpey-Geneial  of  the  United  States,  who 
was  pvooBeding  to  New  York  on  business 
eonnccted  wm  the  fitates.  It  recited, 
first,  what  had  passed  about  Mr.  M'Leod's 
arrest,  and  then  went  on  say,»w 

•*  I  have  now  to  inform  yoi|  thatlWr,  Fox 
has  addressed  a  letter  to  this  department,  qqder 
date  of  the  I'ith  inst.,  in  which,  under  the  im- 
mediate iastructioa  of  bis  government,  he  de- 
mands, iiBrmallx  and  officially,  M*Leed's  re.* 
lease,  pn  ihP  gfpund  that  the  transaction  on 
^VPCQuiU  of  whipb  he  has  been  arrested,  fipd  is 
to  t)e  put  upon  bis  triat^  >vas  of  9  public  phat 
rapier,  planned  an4  exfjputed  by  persons  dul/ 
empowered  by  her  Miqesty's  colonial  authori- 
ties to  take  any  steps,  and  to  do  any  gets  wtiich 
might  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  her  Ma- 

eUy's  terHtories,  and  fof  the  protection  of  her 
ajesty's  subjects,  and  that,  consequently, 
those  sul^ecis  of  her  M^esty  who  engaged  in 
that  trans^ptioB  were  performing  ao  act  of 
pubUp  duty,  fpf  which  th^y  c^npot  be  made 
person^iUy  and  individually  answerable  to  the 
laws  and  tribunals  of  apy  foreign  country  | 
and  (hat  her  Majesty's  Government  has  further 
directed  Mr.  Fox  to  niake  known  to  thp  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  that  her  Majesty's 
Government  eatirely  approve  of  the  course 
puraued  bv  Mr.  Fox,  ana  the  language  adopted 
hy  bjip  in  U^e  oorrespondenoe  above  mentioned, 
liiere  is,  therefore^  now  an  authenMc  declara- 
tion on  the  Df^rt  of  the  British  Government^ 
that  the  cittaca  on  the  '  Carolinp'  was  ma  act  of 
the  public  force,  ^one  by  military  men,  under 
the  order  of  their  superiors,  and  is  recognised  1 
as  such  by  the  Queen's  Government.  The 
importance  of  this  declaration  is  not  to  be  | 


doubted,  and  the  President  is  of  opinioB,  that 
it  calls  upon  biro  fior  the  performance  of  a 
;  high  di9ty.    That  an  individual  forming  H  part 
'  of  a  public  force^aod  acting  under  the  aiiLbority 
,  of  his  government  is  po(  to  be  held  answ^r^bl^ 
as  a  private  trespasser  or  malefactor,  is  9  prin- 
ciple of  public  law  sanctioned  by  the  usages  of 
all   civilised  nations,  and  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  IJoited  States  has  no  inelioation  to 
dispute.    This  has  no  connection  whatever 
'  with  the  question  whether  in  this  Qase  the  4i<r 
tapk  on  the  '  CMrQline*  was,  as  the  British  Go* 
I  vernmept  think  jt,  a  justifiable  employment  of 
force  for  the  purpose  of  defepding  the  British 
territory  from  unprpvoked  attack^  or  whether 
^it  was  a  most  unjustifiable  invasion  in  time  of 
peace  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  as 
this  Government  has  regarded  it.    The  two 
questions  are  essentially  difierent,  and  while 
acknowledging  that  an  individiial  may  ela|qi 
immunity  from  the  consequences  of  acts  don^ 
by  him,  by  showing  that  he  acted  under  na- 
tional authority,  this  Government  is  not  to  be 
understood  as  changing  the  opinion  which  it 
has  heretofore  expressed  in  regard  to  the  real 
nature  of  the  transaction,  which  resulted  in  the 
destrqction  of  the  Caroline.    That  subject  it 
is  pot  necessary  for  any  purpose  connected 
with  this  communication  to  discuss.  All  tb^t  is 
intended  to  be  said  at  present  ip,  that  since  the 
attack  on  the  Caroline  is  avowed,  as  ^  national 
act  which  may  justify  reprisals,  or  even  gene- 
ral war,  if  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  judgment  which  it  shall  form  of 
the  transaction,  and  of  its  own  duty  Mionld  see 
6t  so  to  decide,  yet  it  raises  a  question  eqir 
tirely  public  and  political  |  a  question  between 
independent  nations,  and  that  individuals  con- 
cerned in  it  cannot  be  arresjed  and  tried  be- 
fore the  ordinary  tribunals,  as  for  a  violation 
of  municipal  law.    If  the  attack  on  the  Caro- 
line was  unjustifiable,  as   this  Government 
h?ts  asserted,  the  law  which  has  been'violated 
is  th^  law  9f  n^itiops ;  aq(]  the  (edress  which 
is  Id  besoygbt is  the  redress SHthorisedip suQh 
case^,  by  the  provisions  qf  that  code.    Toi|  are 
\ycll  aware  that  the  President  has  no  power  to 
arrest  the  proceedings  in  the  civil  and  crirni- 
nal  eourts  of  the  stfite  of  New  Yoilc.    If  |hts 
indictment  were  pending  in  one  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  I  am  direpted  to  say 
that   the  President,  on  th^  leceipt  of  |^f. 
Fqx's  last  commupicatioQ  would  have  direc^d 
a  nolle proic^m  to  b^  eptered.'' 

Nothing,  therefore,  continued  the  noble 
Viscount,  could  be  mere  entirely  honour- 
able  to  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  or  more  satisfactory  to  the  60. 
vemment  of  this  country,  th(m  this  publio 
declaration  of  principle  which  had  been 
ftiade  by  the  President.  He  believed  thai 
this  paper  answered  all  the  questions 
of  the  hon.  Member,  but  ene,  which  was, 
whether  the  United  States  had  made 
their  dcmwoids,  in  the  case  of  the  Careline, 
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as  fer  an  injury  to  the  United  States  at 
large,  or  as  one  to  the  state  of  New  York 
ia  particular.  Most  unquestionably,  their 
demand  had  been  placed,  upon  the  ground 
of  an  ipjury  done  to  the  United  States  j 
and  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  when 
he  had  a  ibw  words  to  say  upon  this  sub- 
ject, he  stated  tliat  it  was  on  that  very 
aooount  impossible  for  the  United  States 
to  turn  round  and  deny  redress  in  the  ease 
of  M*Leod,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  a 
fluestion  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
State  of  New  York.  Jt  was  true*  as  stated 
by  the  hon.  Memberi  that  the  oonstitution 
of  the  United  States  places  all  matters 
bstweeo  the  Statei  and  foreign  powers  in 
the  hands  of  the  federal  government.  The 
lOtb  seotioQ  of  the  oonstitution,  article  1| 
is  in  these  terms;<»- 

^  No  tttate  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  al- 
liance, or  confederation,  or  grant  letters  of 
marque  ei  reprisal;  no  state  shall,  without 
the  consent  of  jCongress,  lay  any  4Mty  of  ton- 
nage, keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of 
peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact 
with  another  state,  or  wiln  a  foreign  power|  or 
engage  in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in 
soeh  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  de- 

Therefore,  it  was  quite  true,  as  the 
hon.  Member  had  said,  that  this  question 
could  no  mure  be  said  to  be  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  state  of  New  York,  than 
if  America  had  felt  herself  aggrieved  by 
Great  Britain,  it  could  be  said,  that  the 
question  was  between  America  and  the 
county  of  Rutland.  But  while  this  must 
be  taken  to  be  the  result  of  that  which 
was  the  real  state  of  things,  an  answer  was 
thereby  afR>rded  to  a  suggestion  thrown 
out  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
the  otner  evening,  that  the  Government  of 
Chreat  Britain  should,  at  the  outset  of  the 
afiair,  have  sent  a  special  envoy  or  am- 
bassador to  the  government  of  the  state  of 
New  York  3  because  such  a  proceeding 
would  have  been  an  act  of  nullification  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  denial  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  consitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  govem- 
amot  of  that  country  would  have  Iwen  eB« 
titled  to  resent  such  an  interference^  as  being 
m  eoime  vhiok  the  British  Government 
Wd  no  right  to  take.  Therefore,  it  was 
•ot  ttnm  any  neglect  en  the  part  of  the 
GovenuMBt  that  such  a  ste|»  had  not  been 
taksa,  hut  hvm  reepect  whidi  they  were 
bovnd  to  show  to  the  oonstitution  of  the 
Umttd  States.  He  wviuld  not  e^ter  into 
jay  Bpswilaliai^  bov  make  asy  ooDJectand 


statement  as  to  what  was  to  come.  He  was 
sure  that  the  House  would  feel  that  it  was 
more  fitting  in  the  present  position  of  affairs, 
that  he  should  not  anticipate  the  course 
which  the  government  of  the  United 
States  might  think  proper  to  follow,  in 
order  to  carry  out  those  principles  of  in- 
ternational law  which  they  had  themselves 
so  fiilly  admitted,  and  be  thought  that  the 
object  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
himself  had  in  view  would  be  better  at* 
tamed  by  his  silence. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Thb  SraiAV  War.]  Sir  Charles 
Napier  took  that  opportunity  of  inquiring 
whether  it  were  intended  to  give  compen- 
sation  to  the  peaceable  inhabitants  o 
Syria,  whose  houses  were  destroyed,  their 
trees  out  down,  and  their  plantations 
ruined  by  the  necessary  operations  of  the 
British  troops  in  the  recent  war?  and 
also,  whether  it  was  intended  to  give  com* 
pensation  to  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Jean 
d'Acre  for  their  losses  under  similar  cir« 
eumatanees  ? 

Viscount  Palwuritan  was  much  grata* 
fied  to  be  able  to  state  to  bis  hon.  and 
gallant  Friend,  whose  interest  in  these 
matters  he  was  aware  must  be  very  great, 
on  account  of  the  eminentand  distinguished 
publie  services  which  he  had  performed 
in  the  quarter  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
that  he  had  on  that  morning  received 
a  despatch  from  Lord  Ponsooby,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  a  renewed  order,  the  execution 
of  the  original  having  been  delayed,  which 
had  been  sent  to  the  Governor  of  Acre  by 
the  Sultan,  directing  full  reparation  to  be 
made  in  both  cases  which  nad  been  al* 
luded  to. 

FoRBioK  Taxbs.]  Dr.  Bowring  moved 
for  a  return  of  the  amount  of  taxes 
levied  on  land  in  the  different  states  of 
Europe,  distinguishing  the  taxes  raised  for 
the  service  of  the  State  from  those  levied 
for  local  purposes ;  the  return  to  show  the 
amount  in  the  moneys  and  measures 
the  diflferent  states,  and  to  be  ren- 
dered into  British  moneys  and  measures; 
also  returns  exhibiting  the  proportion 
borne  by  the  land  tax  (as  approximately 
as  it  ean  be  estimated)  to  the  value  or 
reatal  of  land  in  the  diflTertnt  countries  of 
Europe. 

Mr.  Lahouckere  wished  to  call  the  at 
tention  of  the  House  to  the  nature  of  the 
return  which  bad  baen  moved  for.   It  was 
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a  return,  not  for  any  information  con- 
nected with  this  country,  but  with  foreign 
countries.  He  did  not  noean  to  say,  but 
that  he  considered  it  very  desirable,  that 
such  information  should  be  laid  before  the 
House,  as  he  considered  it  calculated  to 
throw  great  light  on  many  subjects  on 
which  they  would  be  called  on  to  legis- 
late, but  they  ought  to  be  careful  in  what 
shape  they  asked  for  information  of  this 
description.  It  could  only  be  obtained 
through  the  medium  of  our  consuls,  and 
he  doubted  if  they  could  obtain  accurate 
information.  If  his  hon.  Friend  would 
postpone  his  motion  until  to-morrow,  he 
would  in  the  mean  time  consider  the 
subject,  and  endeavour  to  put  it  into 
such  a  shape  as  to  obtain  the  inform- 
ation desired,  but  he  certainly  must  ob- 
ject to  asking  for  information  of  a  definite 
and  precise  nature  from  our  consuls 
abroaa,  when  it  could  hardly  be  expected 
that  the  information  which  they  could 
furnish  would  be  accurate.  He,  there- 
fore, thought  it  would  be  better  to  post- 
pone the  motion,  and  bring  it  forward 
again  in  a  more  general  shape. 
Motion  withdrawn. 

Address  ik  Answer  to  the 
Speech — Adjourned  Debate  (Third 
Night).]  The  Adjourned  Debate  having 
been  then  called  on. 

Viscount  Sandon  said,  that  he  did  not 
rise  for  the  purpose  of  entering,  at  least 
at  any  length,  if  at  all,  into  those  ques- 
tions of  economical  policy,  which  formed 
so  large  and  prominent  a  portion  of  the 
speech  which  had  been  put  into  the  mouth 
of  her  Majesty,  and  a  still  larger  and 
more  prominent  portion  of  the  speeches 
of  those  who  had  preceded  him  in  the  de- 
bate. He  did  not  think  that  in  following 
that  course  he  should  be  doing  that 
which  was  the  natural  result  of  the 
events  passing  around  them,  or  that  he 
should  be  doing  that  which  would  meet 
the  expectations  of  the  constituencies 
which  had  sent  them  to  that  House. 
However  convenient  it  might  be  within 
the  walls  of  that  House,  or  elsewhere,  to 
represent  the  struggle  which  had  been  just 
concluded  as  a  struggle  between  monopoly 
and  anti-monopoly;  to  represent  that 
there  was  no  other  question  at  issue  than 
whether  or  not  the  measures  brought  for. 
ward  by  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  under 
the  shape  and  guise  of  a  Budget,  were 
approved  of  by  the  people  of  thia  coun« 
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try;  however  convenient  it  might  be 
to  certain  parties  to  put  the  question  in 
that  form,  yet  such  was  not  the  question 
which  had  in  effect  been  tried  before  the 
country— and  such  was  not  the  question 
which  they  were  now  required  to  decide. 
He  said  boldly  that  it  was  not  the  question 
which  the  Government  themselves  intend- 
ed to  put  forward ;  because  the  late  disso- 
lution had  not  taken  place  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  sugar  duties,  the  corn  duties, 
or  the  timber  duties.  With  regard  to  the 
corn  or  the  timber  duties,  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  had  been  so  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons as  to  elicit  the  expression  of  its 
opinion ;  and  they  therefore  could  have 
afforded  no  justification  for  the  late  disso- 
lution. As  to  the  sugar  duties,  he 
could  not  conceive  that  in  that  question, 
upon  the  time  or  degree  in  which  the  pro- 
tection now  afforded  to  the  interests  of 
the  British  possessions  in  respect  of  sugar 
might  be  affected,  even  her  Majesty's 
Government  could  pretend  to  discover 
a  sufficient  cause  for  appealing  to  the 
people.  The  real  question  which  had 
compelled  her  Majesty's  Ministers  to  ap- 
peal to  the  sense  of  the  people  was  this, 
that  the  last  House  of  Commons  did 
clearly  anddistinctly  vote  their  wantof  con- 
fidence in  them  the  present  Ministers,  and 
that  was  the  distinct  issue  which  the  coun- 
try was  called  on  to  decide.  That  was 
the  real  cause  which  drove  her  Majesty's 
Government  to  try  the  desperate  chance 
of  a  dissolution.  If  it  had  been  a  mere 
simple  question  of  defeat  on  particular 
measures,  the  Government  had  already 
had  warning  and  experience  enough  the 
year  before,  and  during  the  earlier  part  of 
that  Session,  to  have  given  them  an  excuse 
for  trying  a  dissolution,  if  they  had  thought 
it  would  serve  their  purposes.  But  it  was 
not  until  that  House  had  distinctly  ex- 
pressed, by  its  vote,  its  want  of  con- 
fidence in  their  general  administration  of 
affairs,  that  they  had  recourse  to  a  dis- 
solution; and  he  thought,  he  had  a 
right  to  say,  that  the  first  question  on 
which  it  was  their  duty  to  express  an 
opinion,  and  that  previously  to  entertain- 
ing any  other  matter,  was  that  same 
question  upon  which  the  country  bad  been 
called  upon  to  decide.  For  himself,  he 
could  say,  that  the  question  on  which  he 
had  appealed  to  his  own  constituents  was 
not  simply  whether  the  sugar  of  Braxil 
should  be  admitted  into  this  country  ow 
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one  footing  of  competition  with  that  of 
our    own  possessions  or    another.      He 
had    not  appealed    to    his  constituents 
on  the   particular    mode    of    protection 
to  domestic   agriculture  —  he    had    not 
appealed  to  them  on  the  degree  of  pro- 
tection to  be  given  to  our  colonial  interests 
as  concerned  in  timber,  or  the  proper 
time  or  mode  of  dealing  with  that  ques- 
tion.    He  might  fairly  state  that  the  ques- 
tion upon  which  he  had  been  returned  to 
that  House  by  so  large  a  majority  of  his 
constituents    was  not   that   which    her 
Majesty's    Minsters    had    attempted    to 
interpose  and  substitute  for  the  real  ques- 
tion, bat  whether  they  had  or  had   not 
confidence  in  the  admmistration  of  affairs 
by  the  present  Government,  and  whether 
even  if  they  agreed  in  certain  points  of 
their  commercial  policy  they  were  prepared, 
in  consequence  of  that  agreement,  to  give 
them  condonation  for  the  past  and  fresh 
licence  for  the  future.    He  had  stated  to  his 
constituents,  as  hewotild  state  to  the  House, 
that  even  if  he  had  agreed  with  her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers,  which  he  did  not,  on  any 
one  of  those  questions,  he  should  have  been 
in  nowise  induced  by  agreement  on  those 
points  to  have  sacrificed  those  greater  and 
more  important  principles  which  were  in- 
volved in  the  maintenance  in  office  of  one 
Administration  rather  than  the  other.   He 
had  reminded  them  of  the  feelings  which 
had  been  excited  in  that  House  and  in  the 
country  by  the  general  conduct  of  her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  he  had  ap- 
pealed to  them  on  questions  of  still  higher 
importance  than  the  propositions  which 
had  been  put  forward  by  her  Maiesty's 
Ministers— -he  had  asked  them  whether 
they  approved  of  the  Irish  Administra- 
tion of  the  Government-— whether  they 
approved  of  their  conduct  in  regard  to  the 
Church — whether  they  approved  of  their 
conduct  in  regard  to  education — whether 
they  approved  of  their  conduct  in  the  dis- 
tribntioa  of  patronage  and  of  magisterial 
offices  and  honours;  and  upon  all  these 
great  questions,  affecting    more  deeply, 
more  widely,  more  permanently  the  in- 
terests of  men,  than  the  question  whether 
a  sliding  scale  in  the  duties  on  corn  was 
to  be  preferred  to  a  fixed  duty,  or  whether 
Brazilian  susar  should  be  admitted  one 
day  or  another  at  one  rate  of  duty  or 
another;   or  whether  the  importation  of 
colonial  timber  should  be  placed  on  one 
footing  or  another ;  on  questions  of  much 
greater  importanoQ  than  those  did  he  ap* 


peal  to  his  constituents,  and  received  not 
merely  a  verdict  of  acquittal,  but  in 
immensely  increased  majorities  the  high- 
est expressions  of  approbation  for  the 
course  he  had  pursued.  These  were  the 
grounds  on  which  he  believed  the  great 
body  of  the  Conservative  party  had  been 
returned  to  that  House.  The  consti- 
tuencies had  refused  the  bait  which  had 
been  held  out,  the  tub  thrown  to  the 
whale  had  not  answered  its  object,  and 
they  would  not  permit  the  real  issue  to  be 
withdrawn,  and  a  new  and  a  false  one  to 
be  substituted  in  its  place.  Whether  they 
agreed  or  not  with  the  Government  in  the 
particular  questions  now  put  forward,  they 
disapproved  of  their  conduct  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  those  larger  affairs  affecting 
the  nearest  interests  of  the  country,  and 
they  would  not  be  led  astray  by  a  tempo- 
rary agreement,  even  if  they  entertained  it, 
on  minor  points.  As  regarded  the  pro- 
positions of  her  Majest/s  Government, 
the  issue,  in  fact,  was  not  that  of  free  trade 
on  one  side  or  the  other.  Their  lan- 
guage, indeed,  was  that  of  free  trade; 
and  from  that  they  endeavoured  to  get 
support ;  but  he  had  heard  little  in  any 
part  of  the  empire  about  the  specific  pro- 
positions of  the  Government,  which  in 
fact  were  no  more  those  of  free  trade,  than 
the  existing  system.  The  question,  so  far 
as  it  was  the  commercial  question  at  all, 
which  had  been  at  issue  before  the  con- 
stituencies was,  whether  the  domestic  in- 
terests of  the  country  should  have  any 
protection  or  not.  Tne  particular  mode 
and  decree  in  which  the  Government 
proposed  to  affect  that  protection  had  not 
been  at  issue  before  the  country  at  all,  and 
the  House  of  Commons  was  not  called 
upon  to  deliver  any  verdict  upon   that 

Coint.  These  were  not  the  questions  which 
ad  actuated  the  constituencies  of  the 
country  during  the  late  struggle.  The 
question  distinctly  put  before  them  was 
this,  **  Have  you  such  confidence  in  her 
Majesty's  Government,  from  your  expe- 
rience of  their  past  administration  of  af- 
fairs, as  to  be  willing  to  trust  them  for  the 
future  ?*'  and  whether  men  agreed  with  the 
Government  as  to  protection,  or  the  mode 
and  degree  of  protection,  or  whether  they 
differed  from  the  Government,  he  believed 
the  constituencies  of  England  had  been 
mainly  governed  by  the  answer,  which  they 
were  prepared  to  give  to  that  qu^|pfv^^{^ 
confidence,  or  want  of  confidence,  and^ 
the  House  was  now  called  upon  to  giv« 
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sfibtt  to   that  afitwar,   or   they  would 
betray  the  prioeiplee    whiefa    they    had 
profested,  and  the  duty  whieh  they  owed 
to  their  eoattituente.    With  thofe  views 
be    thought   they    were   called    uponi-^ 
oot  to  go  into  any  detail!  upon  the  quei- 
iioM  which  had  been  subBtitted  to  the 
Honse  by  the  Queen's  Speech— upon  the 
qoestkm  whether  the  exitting  Corn-lawt 
wore  inoooTeoieot   to  eommeroe  or  dis» 
Cresting  to  the  popuIation-*^bul  that  they 
were  oalied    upon  to  carry   into  effect 
the  verdiol  which  had  been  pronounced 
by  the  people  of  England.     He  said, 
thettt  that  neither  these,  nor  an^  other 
questioos  ought  to  be  entrusted   to  the 
Qianagenent  of   the  present   Ministers; 
aod  until  a  change  in  the  Goternment  of 
the  country  had  taken  place,  they  would 
heH  disehavge  their  duty  to  the  country, 
and  best  satisfy  the  eipectatioos  of  their 
oonstttuents  by  refusing  to  consider  any 
measuMS  which  the  present  Government 
inigbt  propose.    These  were  the  short  and 
aimplo  grounds  on  which  he  gave  his  sup- 
port to  the  amendment.    He  was  not  ii|<- 
different  to  the  value  of  those  other  qoes*- 
tions**-he  was  not  indifferent  to  the  suf* 
lerifigs  of  the  population-* ho   was  not 
blind  to    the   distress  which  now   pnsi* 
vailed  in  the  commercial  and  manufac- 
tiuring    distriqts  ^r*  but    it   was    because 
be  Uu>ught  that  the  management  of  these 
questions  mlvht  be  more  safely  entruited 
to  other  bsnos  than  those  whioh  now  for 
many  years  had  mismanaged  the  affairs  of 
this  country  that  he  supported  the  amend* 
ment.    If  the  question,  which  had  been 
tried  by   the  people,  was   in  any  way 
Ibo  oommtroial  question,  the  decision  of 
the  country  went  so  far  as  this  s  that  they 
were  not  satisfied  in  the  main  with  the 
propositions   of   her  Majesty's   Govern^ 
ment,  and  still  less  with  the  principles  on 
which  those  propositions  had  been  adopted. 
With  regard  to  the  great  oonstitnenoy 
which  be  had  the  honour  of  representing, 
ho  wonM  not  say,  that,  in  doing  him 
the  honour  of  sending  him  to  that  House, 
bo  being  one  who  prderred  a  sliding  soale 
la  a  filed  duty,  they  had  committed  them* 
•elves  to  an  opinion  in  favour  of  a  sliding 
aealet  hot  ho  would  say  they  had  gone  so 
far  aa  lo  ghro  a  dislmot  negative  to  the  as- 
aortion  that  tb^  were  in  fevoor  of  a  total 
abolition  of  protection,     Evoy  olau  of 
that  oonatitiionov,  ho  might  fiMrly  any, 
biffh  and  kw,  bad  totally  reprobated  that 
Thoy  woio  Bol  al  all  pre* 


pared  to  abandon  the  principle  of  protec- 
tioD.     He    knew    that  commercial  men 
were  divided  on  the  mode  ^ud  degree  of 
protection ;  but  on  the  principle  oi  pro«- 
tection  he  had  no  doubt  that  tho  great 
majoritv  of  that  constituency  were  in  oni« 
son  with  him  and  with  th^  majority  of 
that  House.  He  had  merely  come  forward 
on  that  occasion  (or  the  purpose  of  stating 
soeqinctly  the  mission  which  he  felt  him- 
self ealled  upon  to  discharge.     He  would 
not  go  into  any  details  upon  the  question 
of  the  Corn  Laws,  which,  indeed,  it  would 
lie  imposiible  to  discuss  with  any  useful 
effect  In  a  debate  on  the  Address.    It  was 
impossible  that  spch  a  discussion  could 
lead  to  any  satisfactory  result.     If  they 
followed  the  lead  of  her  Majesty's  Governi- 
ment  they  would  be  only  going  through  an 
utterly  useless  discussion  i  the  great  ma- 
jority of  that  House  were  unit^  on  the 
principle  of  protection,  and  in  the  prefer* 
enoe  of  a  sliding. scale  to  a  fixed  duty; 
and  he   considered,  therefore,  that  they 
were  right  in  refusing  to  enter  into  details 
upon  those  questions  at  that  times  be- 
cause holding  the  views  which  they  did 
they  were  not  likely,  under  such   aus* 
pices,  to  come  to  any  useful  and  prae- 
tical  result.    He  might  say  there  what 
he  had  said    elsewhere,  that   with    re- 
gard to  these  questions  tliemselves,  when 
the  fitting  opportunity  oame,  he  should 
not  only  be  willing  hut  anxious  to  see 
them  maturely  considered  with  a  view  to 
n^eeting  the  evils  which  undoubtedly  arose 
from  the  present  system.    The  agricultu- 
ral portion  of  the  community  wasasmuoh 
awar^  of  the  necessity  of  some  revision  as 
any  other  class  in   tho  country  i    those 
vieva  too  were  not  now  expressed  for  the 
first  time }  they  had  been  long  expressed 
by  gentlemen  connected  with  the  agricul- 
tural interest  I  and  certainly  he  had  him- 
self before  expressed  them  in  that  House. 
Though  it  was  not  his  business,  and  though 
be  wail  not  in  any  way  oalied  upon  ta  fel- 
low up  the  disenssioo  of  the  Budget  of 
last  Session,  into  whieh  they  had  bean 
rather  invited  by  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.   Gentlemap   the  Presidaat  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  he  was  Daturall jr  iodooed 
by  the  ohservationa  whioh  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman   had  made,  to  bmk  a  little 
into  the  sugar  question  to  aeo  whether 
there   really   was   any  roasen  for  that 
deepondency  to  which  the  atatemeot  of 
the  right  hon.  Oeotlamao  woold   bad. 
Thai  no  mistahea  bnpmsaloo  nigbt  bf 
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produced  by  that  alaleineDt  h«  had 
made  diligent  incjairles,  and  he  had  da-> 
rived  eonsfderable  gratiAeation  from  the 
result.  The  lower  prices  of  sugar  whieh 
pre¥ailed  during  the  last  discussion  upou 
that  subject,  had  been  attributed  by  her 
Majesty*s  Governmeut  to  the  anxiety  of 
those  in  the  trade,  arising  kom  an  appre- 
hension that  their  protection  was  to  be 
withdrawn ;  but  he  had  great  satisfaction  in 
finding,  that  now  that  that  anxiety  and 
apprehension  had  been  removed,  tlie  prices 
had  remained  the  same,  showing,  that  it 
was  not  any  such  apprehension  which  had 
in  the  first  instance  caused  the  reduction 
In  prices,  but  that  it  was  the  natural  result 
of  those  sources  of  supply  from  our  own 
possessions  in  the  West  and  Bast  Indies 
—to  which  they  on  that  aide  of  the 
House  had  attributed  it.  The  prices  were 
at  the  present  moment  what  they  were  in 
May,  having  in  the  interval  only  been 
raised  from  36s.  to  39#.  percwt.,  and 
these  were  the  lowest  prices  at  which 
vogar  had  been  sold  for  nearly  two  years, 
haviug  falien  from  the  high  price  of  50s., 
at  which  they  were  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  refused  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
Memi>er  fer  WIgan.  This  he  mentioned 
to  show  that  their  predictions  had  not  been 
unfounded  ;  and  that  they  were  right  in 
looking  to  natural  causes-«to  the  supply 
ooming  from  the  East  and  the  Wast  In- 
dies vHthout  having  recourse  to  the  Intro-* 
doGtion  of  foreign  sugar,  for  the  means 
of  *seeuring  the  country  from  those  high 
prices  which  they  had  properly  attributed 
to  merely  transient  and  tetnporary 
causes  affeotlag  production  in  our  pwh 
colonies.  He  would  not  trouble  the  House 
by  goUie  into  detaHs  as  to  their  predic- 
tions of  the  supply  from  the  Mauritius, 
the  Bast  and  the  west  Indies;  he  need 
only  say,  that  that  supply  had  In  all  re- 
spects realised,  so  fhr  as  the  time  per- 
mitted, all  the  predictions  which  had  been 
then  expressed.  Ha  could  inform  the 
House,  tliat  the  supply  of  this  year  already 
exceeded  that  of  last  year,  and  thvt  the 
oensumption  of  the  last  three  months,  had, 
without  any  ohan^  of  the  sugar  dpties, 
been  going  on  at  a  rt^te  which  would  pro- 
duce all  the  result,  that.  In  the  calculations 
of  the  rip;ht  hon.  the  president  of  the  Board 
ef  Trade,  had  been  antioipated  from  that 
ohange.  In  entering  upon  these  details 
be  had  merely  gone  out  of  his  way  to  cor- 
feet  any  flilse  impression  that  they,  or 


that  side  of  the  House,  had,  for  the  sake 
of  temporary  purposes  made  use  of  pre- 
dictions, wholly  unfounded,  and  of  caleur 
iations,  which  hsd  not  been  realiaed.  He 
would  not  now  pursue  the  quesiion  fur- 
ther ;  he  had  only  risen  for  the  purpose  of 
atating  distinctly  the  grounds  why  fie  con- 
sidered that  they  were  entitled  to  decline 
entering  upon  the  particular  questions 
mentioned  in  her  Majesty's  Speech  \  and 
why  they  were  entitled  and  indeed  called 
upon  at  onee  to  deliver  that  verdict  whicfi 
the  country  had  been  required  to  deliver 
by  the  last  general  election  i  aud  he  was 
satisfied  that  their  constituents  would  be 
much  disappointed  if  they  did  not  tabs 
the  first  opportunity  of  dcHvering  that 
verdict  before  they  proceeded  to  the  con* 
sideration  of  any  other  measures.  \ 

Mr.  Milner  Oibion  had  expected  i&, 
hear  from  the  noble  Lord  who  had  Just 
sat  down  some  important  statement,  con- 
sidering the  situation  which  he  held  in  re- 
lation to  the  commerce  and  trade  of  this 
country.  The  noble  Lord  had  made  a 
careful  and  elaborate  attempt  to  draw  the 
question  at  issue  to  the  mere  point  of  con* 
fidence  or  no  confidence  In  Ministers.  For 
his  own  part,  he  took  very  little  interest 
in  those  party  diseusstons  to  which  the 
noble  Lord  and  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
attached  so  much  interest,  and  lie  believed 
the  country  entertained  the  same  feeling 
with  regard  to  them.  Those  privileged 
classes,  of  which  the  noble  Lord  was  a 
Member,  and  who  were  now  on  the  thresh- 
old of  office,  no  doubt  attached  great  im- 
portance to  them,  but  not  so  the  great 
mercantile  interests  of  this  country.  He 
confessed  he  was  astonished  to  see  the 
noble  Lord  making  so  light  of  the  great 
and  important  subjects  which  really  formed 
the  object  of  their  present  discussion ;  not 
more  so,  however,  than  to  see  the  noblo 
Lord,  when  i^out  to  enter  upon  oflacf| 
persist  in  discussing  a  totally  different  sub^ 
ject,  when  ev^ry  man,  woman  and  child, 
throughout  tha  kingdom,  kq^w  well  that 
there  were  mqr^  Kf  embers  }n  the  pfcseqt 
House  who  were  fi^vourable  to  the  coming 
in  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  than  th^re  w^re 
Members  who  supported  Lord  Melboume, 
l^at  was  known  perfectly  wel|  to  every- 
body* Then,  why  savanytning  more  about 
it.  It  could  only  |^fve  rise  t9  unpleasant 
reflections  on  that  side  of  the  Hquso^  and 
the  indulgence  in  that  practice  on  tbaajc 
other  side  was  only  likely  to  lay  the  right  ^ 
hon.  Baronet  opposite  open  to  the  impn-' 
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tation  of  somethiog  like  an  indecent  eager- 
ness in  rashing  into  office.  The  feast  pre- 
pared for  Gentlemen  opposite  let  them  bide 
their  lime ;  and  let  the  House  employ  the 
valuable  interval  in  discussing  questions 
which  involve  the  real  interests  of  the 
country.  The  noble  Lord,  however,  in 
the  second  division  which  he  made  of  the 
subject  matter  of  his  speech,  forgot  the 
argument  contained  in  the  first,  when  he 
told  the  House  that  the  real  question  was 
between  protection  on  the  one  hand,  and 
free  trade  on  the  other,  and  that  the  pro- 

Eosition  that  had  been  made  to  the  House 
y  her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  He  admitted  at  once,  that  the 
noble  Lord  was  not  very  far  wrong  in  that 
statement,  for  ihe  question  before  the 
country  did  materially  involve  the  principle 
of  free  trade.  He  believed  it  really  was  a 
question  whether  the  principle  of  protection 
or  that  of  free  trade  should  ultimately  pre- 
vail, and  he  believed  that  a  great  majority 
of  those  who  gave  their  earnest  and  zealous 
support  to  her  Majesty'sMioisters  were  of 
the  same  opinion ;  that  they  gave  the  pro- 
position for  the  8s.  duty,  and  the  other  re- 
laxations of  the  commercial  code,  with  the 
feeling  that  it  was  but  a  step  to  an  end ; 
and  ultimately  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  find  that  their  now  refusing  (o  agree 
to  the  8s.  duty  would  only  lead  to  their, 
in  the  end,  being  compelled  to  altogether 
repeal  the  Corn-laws.  The  noble  Lord, 
after  for  a  long  time  discussing  the  causes 
which  he  supposed  had  led  to  the  late  dis- 
solution, had  proceeded  to  talk  a  great 
deal  about  the  constituency  that  had  sent 
him  to  Parliament.  Liverpool,  no  doubt, 
was  a  most  important  commercial  town  ; 
but  still,  if  an  analysis  were  entered  into 
of  the  votes  that  actually  returned  the 
noble  Lord  to  Parliament,  it  would  be 
found  that  he  was  not  returned  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  respectable  householders,  mer- 
chants, and  bankers,  of  Liverpool,  but 
that  he  owed  his  seat  to  the  votes  of  that 
pnre  and  virtuous  body,  the  freemen  of 
LtverpooL  Therefore,  he  did  not  consider 
that  the  noble  Lord  really  did  represent  the 
opinion  of  the  town  of  Liverpool. 

The  S^peaker :  The  hon.  Member  must 
be  aware,  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  state 
that  any  Member  of  this  House  does  not 
legally  represent  the  constituency  that 
sent  him  to  Parliament. 

Mr.  Gibson  was  very  far  from  saying 
that  the  noble  Lord,  or  any  other  Mem- 
\^Tp  did  not  **  legally''  represent  the  con- 
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stituency  which  sends  him  here ;  but  he  was 
going  on  to  remark  that  he  wished  it  was 
not  the  law  of  the  land,  that  the  body  of 
men  who  influenced  the  return  for  Liver- 
pool, should  be  entrusted  with  the  political 
power  which  they  now  possess.  The  noble 
Lord,  in  the  third  portion  of  his  speech, 
had  referred  to  the  question  of  the  alleged 
distress  of  the  country ;  but  all  he  said  on 
the  subject  was  to  tell  the  country  to  take 
courage,  and  not  despond.  Now,  really 
this  was  not  enough  to  bear  from  the  noble 
Lord.  Probably  he  meant  that  we  were 
to  trust  to  what  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  Member  for  Tarowortb,  would  do  for 
the  country,  when  he  came  into  power. 
But,  both  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
the  noble  Lord  had  left  them  in  doubt  as 
to  what  he  really  would  do;  and  much  as 
they  had  heard  of  the  evils  brought  upon 
the  country,  and  the  uncertainty  to  trade, 
that  was  caused  by  the  ministerial  agita- 
tion of  these  questions;  and  much  as  had 
been  said  of  the  importance  of  not  agita- 
ting the  country,  for  fear  of  unsettling  the 
arrangements  of  commerce,  and  of  pre- 
venting persons  from  investing  capital,  yet 
the  must  say,  that  the  uncertainty  and  in- 
distinctness that  hung  around  the  inten- 
tions of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  were  much 
more  likely  to  produce  the  results  that 
were  so  much  deprecated.  Was  it  not 
known  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
coming  into  power,  and  that  being  in 
power,  he  would  be  able  to  carry  whatever 
he  willed  into  effect  ?  And  was  not  the  si- 
lence and  indistinctness  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  so  situated,  more  dangerous 
than  any  statements  that  could  be  made 
by  persons  who  were  known  not  to  be 
able  to  carry  their  views  into  effect? 
Symptoms  of  the  effect  of  that  uncertainty 
indeed  had  already  been  seen.  Had  they 
not  heard  a  noble  Duke  elsewhere  de- 
claring, that  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
touched  the  Corn-laws,  the  noble  Duke 
would  do  so  and  so,  and  that  if  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  attempted  to  introduce  any-^ 
thing  like  the  measures  of  her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  the  landed  interest  who  had 
brought  him  in,  would  also  turn  him  out 
again  t  Or,  was  his  silence  to  be  taken  as 
merely  nothing  after  all  ?  Was  its  signifi- 
cance only  on  the  principle  of  omne  ignom 
turn  pro  magnifico.  Yet  he  could  not  her 
lieve  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would 
abandon  that  sound  system  of  policy 
which  ought  to  guide  all  future  statesmen 
in  this  country— the  principle  which  bQ 
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himself  had  so  emphatically  laid  down  at 
the  time  of  his  introducing  Catholic  eman- 
cipation—that of  yielding  to  the  pressure 
of  the  times,  and  conceding  when  not 
able  longer  to  resist.  In  that  memorable 
speech  the  right  hon.  Baronet  laid  it  down 
as  a  principle,  that  no  fear  of  the  charge 
of  inconsistency,  or  of  the  loss  of  political 
character,  should  deter  the  statesman 
from  bringing  forward  those  measures 
which  he  conceived  to  be  for  the  good  of 
his  country;  and  he  could  not  l>elieve 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  shut 
his  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  at  the  present 
moment  such  was  the  state  of  our  com- 
mercial  interests — so  great  was  the  dis- 
tress and  difficulty  of  obtaining  employ- 
ment for  the  labouring  population,  and 
such  was  the  spirit  of  discontent  and  dis- 
affection growmg  in  the  country,  that  he 
would  be  unable  to  resist  the  repeal  of  the 
Corn-laws  and  the  relaxation  of  our  com- 
mercial code.  He  was  astonished  at  the 
conduct  of  one  hon.  Member  opposite. 
He  did  not  know  what  place  that  hoo. 
Member  represented,  but  he  was  remark- 
able for  having  last  Session  come  forward 
and  asked  for  a  vote  of  the  public  money 
in  order  to  enable  his  famishmg  labourers 
to  emigrate  to  foreign  lands.  He  did  not 
know  the  place  he  represented  lAn  hon. 
Member :  '*  Worcester"],  but  that  was  the 
remarkable  feature  in  his  political  cha- 
racter. He  had  been,  he  repeated,  as- 
tonished to  hear  that  hon.  Member  doing 
what  on  all  sides  was  deprecated  in  that 
HoQse-*he  had  been  astonished  to  find 
that  hon.  Member  making  use  of  exciting 
and  inflammatory  language  in  reference  to 
classes.  When  the  hon.  Gentleman  talked 
about  the  tender  mercies  of  the  master 
manu&cturers,  about  their  making  use  of 
infants,  to  the  exclusion  of  adults  from 
their  factories,  and  about  their  reckless- 
ness of  human  suffering — he  then  went 
on  to  tell  the  House  of  the  tender  feeling 
of  the  farmers  and  landed  aristocracy 
towards  the  labouring  population,  and  at- 
tempted to  infer  therefrom  that  their  in- 
fluence over  those  around  them  was  more 
generous  in  its  tendency  than  that  of  the 
manufacturers.  Could  anything  be  more 
unsatisfactory  than  such  a  line  of  asser- 
tion? If  the  hon.  Gentleman  described 
those  scenes  of  fancied  rural  felicity  and 
talked  of  the  influence  of  agriculture 
being  better  for  the  people  than  that  of 
manufactures,  he  would  like  to  meet  him, 
as  he  had  quoted  from  papers,  with  a 


quotation  from  a  paper  of  what  had  taken 
place  in  1839,  at  a  place  not  very  far  dis- 
tant from  the  metropolis,  at  a  time  when 
the  price  of  corn  was  high,  and  when  the 
agricultural  labourer,  according  to  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  ought  to  have  been  par- 
ticularly well  off.  On  the  14th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1839,  at  an  ordinary  meeting  of 
the  board  of  guardians  of  Grantham,  it 
was  moved  by  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  and 
seconded  by  Gregory  Gregory,  esq.»  and 
unanimously  resolved  that,  **  whereas  dur- 
ing the  high  price  of  corn  the  labourers  not 
receiving  parochial  relief  were  only  able  to 
get  bread  of  barley,  or  barley  mixed  with 
wheat,  while  the  paupers  were  receiving 
wheaten  bread,  the  latter  should  in  future 
receive  only  the  same  quality  of  bread  as 
the  independent  labourers,  in  order  the 
sooner  to  bring  about  the  time  when  both 
should  be  able  to  eat  the  same  quality  of 
bread."  This  took  place  at  a  time  of  high 
prices,  when  the  condition  of  the  agricul- 
tural labourer  ought,  according  to  the  cal- 
culations of  hon.  Members  opposite,  to  be 
particularly  prosperous.  But  it  was  said 
I  he  manufacturers'  only  reason  for  wishing 
to  reduce  the  price  of  bread  was  to  dimi- 
nish the  cost  of  production.  That  was  an 
unfounded  assumption.  The  manufac- 
turers wished  to  open  the  trade,  because 
they  wished  to  have  the  power  of  selling 
their  manufactures— because,  in  fact,  if 
they  were  not  able  to  take  the  corn  of 
other  countries  no  barter  could  take  place. 
A  gentleman  from  America  the  other  day, 
addressing  the  religious  conference  at 
Manchester — that  assemblage  of  Ministeni 
of  which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had 
spoken  so  slightingly— had  said  that  the 
Americans  did  not  want  the  manufactures 
of  this  country  cheaper,  but  that  this 
country  should  take  their  corn  in  ex- 
change. It  was  freedom  of  exchange  that 
was  really  wanted  by  those  who  opposed 
the  Corn-laws,  and  in  that  point  of  view, 
whether  the  price  was  higher  or  lower, 
was  a  matter  of  speculation  merely.  It 
was  of  no  value  in  determining  the  argu« 
ment  on  the  whole  question.  Then,  he 
asked,  by  what  right,  or  on  what  principle 
(J id  they  deprive  any  class  in  this  country 
of  their  freedom  of  exchange  ?  He  main- 
tained that  the  corn  imported  into  this 
country  in  exchange  for  manufactures 
would  be  just  as  much  a  production  of 
British  industry  as  if  ii  had  actually  been 
grown  on  our  soil;  and  again  he  asked 
why  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  pro- 
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dtfoe  wlMctin  thctr  owti  way  if  it  ta  satted 
tiMfti  t#  do  it?  Tlierefore  it  wat  Uial  he 
took«d  to  a  tMal  repeal  of  the  Corn^lawf. 
He  wupponed  tk»e  propesitioo  of  her  Ma* 
jetty**  Mioietera  for  a  fixed  duty  only  ae  a 
afep,  asd  to  eoaUe  bin  the  sooner  to  send 
tbe^  Si<  doty  after  (he  rest.  As  he  laid 
before,  be  did  hoc  wisb  to  tax  partteiil^ 
oiassee  with  being  inAiienoed  by  their  own 
peealiar  interests,  as  he  did  not  ihink  thia 
#ae  the  right  mode  of  debating  a  qaestiM 
of  this  ktnd^  of,  itideed^  any  public  matter. 
It  wae,  however,  an  anfortunate  circum^ 
alince  thai  the  pecoliar  interests  in  that 
riotlse  were  to  closeKy  allied  with  the  pre< 
aertation  of  those  monopolies.  With  the 
pttMio,  this  was  a  peculiar  soaree  of  sue- 
pieiofl*  Tbie,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  wat 
an  unfortunate  coincidettce^  for  peopte 
we#€^  apt  to  consider  that  these  Corn-laws 
were  enacted  by  a  Parliament  of  landlorda 
ibr  their  own  benefit*  He  was  far  from 
anybig  that  they  were  not  perfectly  smh 
cere  in  their  iopport  of  those  Uws^  and 
fbal  their  object  in  supporting  them 
wae  palriotie  and  jaet,  and  that  ihey 
faiegined  they 

^*  Did  good  *  for  nought  ;*   and  Uushed  to 
find  it  fame  f^ 

In  poiwi  Of  fact,  they  would  bwre  it  be^ 
lleved  thM  the  benefit  fsH  to  the  landlorda 
#itboii»  fbeir  seeking  \u  The  first  gresil 
db|eet  hi  view  should  be  to  preeent  Bag- 
lieb  indeetry  to  fareign  <N>anrcme  in  et^ 
olNi*g»  for  feed,  aad  tbue  to  precvre  and 
(MsMTe  a  pmmatttnt  demand  for  labour 
ftr  fbe  bic^eaeilig  pomflatk>n  of  the  comers 
ttji  They  trere  told  that  the  Com-tawf 
pi^^ifed  {ygraianeut  (abeor  for  a  l«rge 
p0#fi6#  of  the  population;  bm  the  fact 
WflSi  th«t  the  Co*A'Uws  did  not  even 
aflbrd  the  foeado  of  givnig  emptoymem  for 
tbe  agricwttirraf  poptdatien.  If  they  re* 
forved  to  the  state  of  the  popniation  be^ 
inmin  181^1  and  1831,  the  tea^  yeare  in-' 
oladed  in  the  last  eeneae,  it  would  be 
found  tbaf  wbMe  ^  popalatfon  of  the 
wboltf  eoamry  bed  greatly  increased^  the 
ifirmber  of  persone  eofgeged  in  agricaltural 
ptrratfiia  bad  dioffaiehs^  to  no  less  an  ex- 
tent tbaa  I7|d00  fomilfee^  This  was  a 
▼ery  teaiarkabfo  fact,  i§  tbey  looked  to 
tbe  ciretimetaffoe  that  the  popahtioai  of 
the  wbole  eoamry  bad  greatly  increaaed. 
It  sboaM  also  be  receipted  that  the  Poofw 
liw  ooatmleiieiNeN^  id  iheir  reports  stated, 
tbaf  patfperisvn  eitfieied  in*  a  mocb  greater 
e«teat  m  fbe  agricaltural  than  fo  fbe  aia« 


nafaetorittg  di*trieta^  Brea  if  it 
foond  tkat  the  Gom»lawa  afforded  ampla 
employment  for  the  agrk^ultnnd  poftioa  of 
the  populatioil  of  the  country,  what  ad* 
▼itQtage  coald  possibly  arise  hi  tbaa  keefM 
log  in  employnent  one  claes  of  the  com^ 
monity,  by  keeping  aootber  elaaa  oat  of 
empk^mentl  He  conteniM  diat  eeery 
freeman  had  necessarily  a  natural  r^t  to 
the  freedom  of  exchange  for  the  prodoca 
of  his  laboar*  But  thia  pfincipie  was  s»» 
crificed  by  the  Corn-laws^  whiob,  at  the 
same  tiase,  kept  numbers  ou4  of  employ, 
aad  from  obtaining  a  jnsi  renraiieratien 
for  tbeif  labour,  whihi  tbey  did  not  find 
meana  of  employ  for  the  agricnitnral 
pNOpabcfiien.  No  dodbt  Gtodemen  oppe» 
site  were  fally  justified  m  diseiissing  ihe 
qaestion  of  confideneei  bwt  he  trusted 
that  tbey  would  net  so  far  oferiook  tber 
gr^t  iateresta  of  the  eounlry  aa  to  pasa 
by  attogetber  the  eonstderatioB  of  the 
Corn^bivl«»  If  the  debato  wae  altowed  t« 
ck»e  ae  it  had  proeeedeA/  the  ooontry 
would  aay  that  it  wae  a  ptanned  pmoee^ 
ing^  aafd  that  ihe  right  ho».  Baronet  bad 
gieen  direetione  to  bis  pArty  noe  to  aay 
oRo  ward  Oft  the  iafa^et.  it  wowld  bo 
inferred  thas  these  were  the  direetione 
gifoo  at  the  great  poMttea)  ditan  wbiebr 
aecordbi;  lo  the  TUmei  newspaper,  ae- 
seoMed  at  the  house  of  %h6  right  hon* 
Baronel  the  Meatber  for  Tamwoftb  laei 
Saaday^  probaMy  dorbiff  ibe  boiirs  of  di« 
nno  aervieer  It  woald  be  saW  thai  it  waa 
tbew  and  tliie»o  faaetsed,  thai  slepadioald 
bo  take*  to  keep  the  peeplOMStbe  greatest 
state  of  iMioranoa  ae  to  the  aoarae  thai 
the  pvobaMaftftirreadoiaisiriiion  mfaoded 
to  paisiiO/  He  dki  net  apeak  as  i^  partt 
mao^  for  be  wae  not  oae<  He  lepeated^ 
be  wee  oo'  party  aMa,  aari  ho  wiabed  that 
tbeto  were  many  more  Mie  bbn  t  asid  be 
had  proved  that  h#  wae  not  one  by  bie 
conduct.  If  be  had  sat  00  tbo  o^dr  aide 
of  the  Hewse  be  sbonM  bavoaesd  pro^ 
cisehr  the  same  language  on  tbe  sabject  of 
the  Cora-bHre^  aa  be  bad  addressed  t0  tbe 
House  Uifm  the  plaoe  wbeee  be  stood; 
and  be  sboffld  hare  said  tbat  it  showed  m 
want  of  i^pect,  act  to  aUwda  to  tbe  <foee* 
tion  of  the  Corn-lawa  which  pressed  so 
hearily  trpew  the  great  iatereeta  of  tbw 
cooncry.  When  be  looked  at  ^eiftle-' 
ma«  oppee»(eM^ma*y  of  whom  bo  knew,. 
aad  fcff  wbem  he  emerfamed  &e  greatest 
personal  regard^bo  wto  satMed  that 
many  of  tbern  were  perfeetly  siaeere  iw 
their  oppoeitJ^ii  ta  any  cbangtr  in  tbe  Oor n« 
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kva }  bflt  be  wm  asioiiiibed  »t  Ihe  laeers 
they  BMisifesUd  al  many  of  the  impretsivt 
stfttemeBtseftlie  ben.  Member  for  Salfbrd 
respeeting  tbe  disireiaed  state  oC  the  popu- 
Idioo*  When  that  hon.  Gentletoan  aU 
liidcd  to  a  quotation  from  the  seripturet 
ia  reference  to  thia  subject,  he  was  sur- 
prised afc  the  iU«sltppreBsed  sneers  of  Gen* 
tkmen  opposite.  But  the  qnolatioit  of 
scriptare^  in  reference  to  the  Gorn^hiws, 
did  not  Qftginate  with  that  tide  of  the 
House*  but  with  GenUeman  opposite.  For 
bii  own  pavtt  be  did  not  think  that  it  sboold 
be  made  a  practice  to  quote  the  scriptures 
on  one  side  or  the  olher  on  cOmmeroial  or 
financial  qneslions*  He,  howerer^  could 
not  forfrel  that  the  practiee  did  not  origi- 
Bate  with  bis  boo.  Friend^  but  with  the 
tigbft  boft.  Baffonel  the  Meihber  for  Dor* 
cbester^  who«  k  a  speech  to  his  oonsiilu* 
entSi  quoted  a  paesage  froea  scripture  in 
defence  of  the  Gom-lawd,  and  lohi  bis 
andttory  that  be  bad  no  doubt  but  tbal 
ii  bad  been  written  for  their  instraoiion* 
He  briieved  thai  Ihe  right  bon.  Baronet 
made  ihe  ouotatioa  with  a  View  to  show 
tbal  the  sliding  scale  was  alhided  td. 
Hon.  Gentlensen  oppoeite  fotind  fault 
wtib  tbe  agitation  of  the  Gorn*inw9»  but 
tbejf  forgot  ibafc  tbey  were  equaUy  agitar 
tafs  with  hia  side  of  the  House.  All  that 
bo  bad  to  find  fauit  with  was,  that  they 
had  keen  BMve  sneceesfid  agrtaiore  on  the 
present  queatton  iban  those  trho  sat  on 
the  Msnislerial  aide  of  the  Houle.  Did 
beo#  OeiltlnaMn  fo^t  Ibe  agitotieU  tbat 
bad  been  catrisdl  on  al  Eifleter  Hali-'^he 
agiiaiioo  against  Ihe  Goverbraent  eduea- 
tioo  phln^  and  the  i^ltatiolk  of  hia  botf. 
Friend^  the  Bfesaber  lor  lb«  Univessity  ef 
Oxferd  in  favour  of  cbnich  ofitension  ? 
AB  these  cane  equally  wiibintbe category 
of  agimiion  as  tbat  against  Ihe  Corn^inwa^ 
slid  be  Only  regretted  that  the  agitation  o* 
bia  side  ef  die  House  far  commercial  referilk 
bad  no!  been  eoeeesafni.  ThaboB.Mem« 
ber  for  dbr«webiiry  said  that  the  resifH  of 
tbe  appeal  to  the  people  had  bsetit  that  llie 
pi^  of  Ibe  rigbt  bo*.  Baroost  had  ht- 
ereaiedi  wtnle  that  Of  the  noble  Lord^  Ihe 
SeereMry  lor  the  Ceiooieshad  diminished. 
Ikf4r  be  contended  tbat  Ibe  resoH  Of  Ibe 
dEieeolvliott  hsid  been  an  inereese  in  the 
immkm  of  Mili'GofO'law  Meiiibersy  and 
thnfr  Bsalby  more  boh.  Genileinen  had  bee« 
sent  to  IbKl  ParUement  prepared  to  sup 
port  repenl  than  bad  been  returned  to  any 
previnna  PMltaeient.  All  thai  Ibey  wanted 
t^ntiainsueeesewia  tnna  and  eddcaUon. 


[Heor^  Aenr*)  He  repealed  eduedtion, 
and  the  spreading  sueh  works  aa  the 
vsluable  publication  of  tbe  Reir.  Dr« 
Chalmers,  and  the  Rer.  Baptist  Noel  on 
the  subject  of  the  Com -laws  tbrongboOt 
tbe  eoitimonitT.  If  Ibis  wae  done  on  an 
extensive  scale,  he  was  satisfied  that  a 
feeliag  of  enthusiasm  against  tbe  Corn« 
laws  (or,  as  thej  were  most  properly  de^^ 
sigaated  bt  the  hon.  Member  for  Stecb« 
port,  tbe  bread'^laz)  would  be  excited  to 
so  great  an  etteat  as  the  feeling  against 
slavery.  It  was  formerly  said  I7  the  ad» 
rocales  for  tbe  continuance  of  llavery  isr 
the  cdontss,  that  tbat  system  was  benn* 
iieial  le  tbe  idaves  lbeinsel?«8>  sa  ibey 
were  now  serioutiy  told  tbal  tbe  lawn 
whiob  prtidaoed  ti  seareity  of  fiiod  were 
adrantageona  to  the  eonenmers.  He  tran 
satisfied  that  the  time  iras  aof  dhaantiebniP 
the  agitation  on  tbe  aubjeel  of  tbe  Gern-* 
laws  would  be  as  great  as  thai  spread 
from  Exetei'ball  throogbont  tbe  Ooniilr)r> 
for  tbe  abolition  of  alavery ;  and  ihae  a 
flame  of  enthusiasm  wotdd  be  esetiod 
throogbont  the  land,  snchatwotild  not  be 
enttagulsbed  by  Ibe  right  bon«  Bsrnnee 
and  the  noble  Lord  oppoeite.  He  s«id^ 
empbaiieallyy  they  must  bw  repenlod^ 
Tbey  were  ineonsislent  tlTtth  tbe  fimt 
principlea  of  jnetioe,  and  therefore  ilfey 
mustfelb  The  noble  Lord^  Ike  Membar 
for  Liverpool  most  forgke  kka  for  making 
another  alluskm  witb  refefeaee  to  what 
had  fallen  from  him  rsnpeetiog  ^kmp&h» 
posed  dtemlion  of  tbe  ingat  ddties^  Tbn 
nobte  lord  bad  referred  tw  fbe  ^aailtail 
trade.  Wae  he  nwarc  liiat  tbe  treaty 
with  tb^  Braails  was  Baas'  codiiRg  (o 
ft  condusioni  U^er  tbe  ptesent  irralf, 
the  Braxilian  government  only  impasod 
a  doty  of  30  per  cent^  on  tbe  iee« 
pOvtiMion  of  oor  mannfbeture^  wbile  lUe 
country  imposed  n  duty  of  376  per  eent^ 
00  Braa'diao  sugar.  Did  ifaitf  nobin  Lo^d 
reeell;set  tbat  It  eOneiderable  portion  of  thd 
pnblie  revenue  of  this  cootltry  nrosn  frorir 
sugar,  and  tbat  theoonamnpiton  per  hsnd^ 
was  iK>i  no  gient  ae it  was  k>ttf  yeire  ago^ 
Was  be  am  awnre  that,  in  eonneqaeean 
of  tbe  large  qilantitiea  of  Branitan  sogne 
in  bond  at  Livetpool^  many  pebsona  whv 
were  accnstonwdt^  madixlactcno  fenr  the 
Brkoiiiui  market  intended  ter  eenaa  10  dsr 
Bo^  as  tkeie  wae  aotfaing  iot  tbsm  In  rei< 
ceive  bnt  aagAt^  ead  tbey  eooM  noe  affoM 
to  keen  it  in  bond?  At  tbn  preaeat  ttsse* 
tbe  value  of  tbis  sngat  was  M4  n  pomid> 
while  Ibe  p*tt«?!(|fB:..^Hy,  JW^7^*  n 
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pound :  you  thus  prevent  your  merchants 
selling  it  here.  The  merchants  are  com- 
pelled to  refine  it  in  bond,  and  send  it  to 
the  blacks  in  Jamaica,  and  to  Italy  and 
other  places,  and  you  will  not  let  the  po- 
pulation of  this  country  derive  any  benefit 
from  it.  What  advantage  or  good  could 
possibly  be  gained  by  such  a  proceeding? 
If  the  cultivation  of  sugar  altogether  ceas. 
ed  in  Jamaica,  there  would  be  no  great 
disadvantage  to  the  population  there.  At 
the  same  time  he  did  not  wish  or  desire  to 
resort  to  any  steps  that  would  have  that 
effect.  But  what  possible  reason  could 
the  noble  Lord  have  for  supporting  a 
course  which  was  injurious  to  the  revenue, 
which  deprived  a  large  portion  of  the  po- 
pulation of  this  country  of  a  most  important 
market  for  the  sale  of  their  produce,  and 
also  the  people  of  the  means  of  obtaining 
a  necessary  article  at  a  moderate  price  ? 
The  noble  Lord  said  that  the  population 
of  the  West-Indian  islands  were  in  a  very 
strange  condition  in  consequence  of  the 
emancipation  of  the  slaves ;  but  all  that 
the  noble  Lord  really  showed  was,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  emancipation  the  cost 
of  producing  sugar  had  increased.  He 
seemed  to  forget  that  the  proposition  of 
ber  Majesty's  Ministers  gave  to  the  West- 
Indians  a  protectin^duty  much  more  than 
equivalent  to  the  difference  of  the  cost  of 
producing  sugar  before  and  since  emanci- 
cipation.  He  did  not  admit  this,  however, 
to  be  a  sound  reason  for  rejecting  the  pro- 
position. In  conclusion,  he  had  only  to 
thank  the  House  for  the  patience  with 
which  they  had  listened  to  him. 

Mr.  Borthwick  would  not  follow  the 
example  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  of 
others  on  the  same  side  of  the  House,  in 
introducing  merely  speculative  questions 
which  could,  in  the  situation  in  which 
parties  stood,  be  attended  with  no  practi- 
cal result.  The  greater  the  importance  of 
the  questions  which  it  had  pleased  her 
Majesty  to  call  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment to,  the  more  eventful  the  issues  that 
depended  on  their  decision,  the  more 
necessary  was  it  that  any  discussion  of 
them  in  that  House  should  be  followed 
by  practical  results,  and  not  end  merelv 
in  a  display  of  field-day  oratory.  With 
great  deference  to  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
last  sat  down,  he  should  take  leave  to  con- 
aider  the  question  before  the  House  not  one 
concerning  the  sugar  duties,  timber  duties, 
or  the  Corn-laws,  or  any  other  financial  or 
fiscal  measure,  but  the  question  of  who 


were  the  persons  who  should,  in  the  name 
of  her  Majesty,  propose  these  questions 
to  the  House  with  any  chance  of  bringing 
them  to  a  practical  issue.  Were  they  to 
grant  a  lengthened  and  full  consideration 
then  to  those  questions,  the  result  would 
be,  that  the  Government  ;woold  propose 
them  seriatim  to  the  House,  and  after- 
wards  should  fail  in  carrying  them  out. 
He  would  not,  then,  be  provoked  by  the 
able,  though  fallacious,  arguments  used 
on  the  other  side  to  argue  whether  the 
distress  which  had  been  admitted  to  exist 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  Com«laws  or 
not,  though  he  was  prepared,  when  the 
time  for  discussion  should  come,  to  prove 
that  no  connection  between  them  existed 
at  all.  He  would  not  say  whether  these 
laws  required  revision,  nor  whether  a 
sliding  scale  or  a  fixed  duty  were  the 
better,  but  he  was  prepared  to  prove,  that 
the  protection  itself  nad  no  more  to  do 
with  the  distress  complained  of  than  any 
proposition  of  Euclid,  whieh  hon.  Gentle* 
men  opposite  might  choose  to  demon- 
strate. The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Bath  had  said  the  other  evening,  that 
Ministers  had  grown  unpopular,  not  be- 
cause they  advanced,  but  because  they 
lagged  towards  reform  principles,  that 
they  had  become  distasteful  to  the 
people  in  proportion  as  they  receded 
from  the  ballot  and  the  other  extreme 
measures  which  he  advocated.  But  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  admitted, 
that  the  subtraction  taken  from  the  Minis- 
terial ranks  had  been  added  to  the  Con- 
servative, and  not  to  his  section  of  the 
House.  Again,  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  admitted,  that  if  credit  was 
due  to  the  Government  for  anything  it 
was  for  their  foreign  policy  and  the  ad- 
justment of  the  great  eastern  question 
But  was  that  a  policy  tending  towards 
liberal  opinions?  How  did  it  come  to 
pass  that  the  proudest  of  their  triumphs 
was  formed  bv  treading  in  the  footsteps  of 
Pitt  and  Castlereagh ;  that,  in  fact,  it  was 
a  Tory  and  not  a  Radical  triumph  ?  The 
question  before  the  House  appeared  to 
him  to  be,  not  whether  they  should  dis- 
cuss  the  Corn-laws  or  not,  but  how  they 
were  to  arrive  at  the  discussion?  The 
present  Ministry  were  obstacles  to  that 
discussion  ;  they  must  be  removed  before 
the  subject  could  be  fully  and  fairly  dealt 
with.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  this  coun- 
try had  a  right  to  look  to  the  House  for  a 
atable  Government.    For  five  years  the 
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coaiilr]^  h«d  been  burdened  with  a  Minis- 
try which,  in  the  language  of  its  own 
leader,  was  the  worst  of  all  possible  Mi- 
nistries, for  it  was  a  Ministry  not  having 
the  power  of  carrying  their  own  measures. 
With  a  feeble  tottering  Government,  un- 
able to  carry  its  own  measures,  he  said, 
not  only  that  it  was  not  indecent,  but  that 
it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  every  hon. 
Member  of  the  House  to  inform  her  Ma. 
jeity  of  the  actual  state  of  things,  in  order 
that  the  country  might  have  a  Government 
which  might  be  able  to  carry  into  effect 
its  own  designs.  That  was  the  real  ques- 
tion before  the  House.  As  to  the  distress 
which  was  unfortunately  so  prevalent,  it 
was  owing  to  the  conduct  of  the  party 
opposite,  who,  instead  of  attending  to 
practical  matters,  had  been  wrapped  up  in 
theoretical  abstractions.  Look  at  Spain 
and  Portugal.  There  they  had  them- 
selves lost  a  market  for  14,000,000/.  ster- 
ling  of  manufactures  of  this  country.  That 
was  about  the  amount  they  used  to  take 
annually.  How  much  did  they  take  now  ? 
Hardly  enough  to  pay  the  miserable 
legion,  which  had  been  left  in  so  hope- 
less a  state.  Yet  the  Ministry  had  the 
hardihood,  notwithstanding  such  facts  as 
these,  to  come  to  the  House  and  tell  them 
that  it  was  to  questions  of  domestic  eco- 
nomy, and  not  of  general  policy,  that  the 
prevalent  distress  was  owing.  With  re- 
ference to  Ireland,  he  expected,  that  what- 
ever party  governed  her,  even-handed 
justice,  fearing  none,  fawning  on  none, 
mixing  up  no  questions  of  theology  with 
matters  of  politics,  would  be  dealt  to  all 
alike.  Whether  the  Romish  priesthood 
in  Ireland  had  been  guilty  of  malversation 
he  would  not  take  upon  himself  to  say ; 
but,  if  they  were  guilty,  let  them  be 
punished  in  their  character  as  citizens  and 
not  as  priests ;  they  had  erred  as  citizens, 
they  ought  to  suffer  as  citizens.  He 
could  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and 
fidelity  with  which  the  Roman  Catholic 
priests  in  Spain  discharged  their  duties, 
and  to  the  great  amount  of  good  which 
they  did ;  and  he  could  only  say,  that  if 
the  conduct  of  the  priests  in  Ireland  was 
different,  and  they  had  prostituted  their 
influence  to  political  purposes,  the  Irish 
Roman  Catholic  Church  was  the  only 
portion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  body  in 
which  the  power  of  the  hierarchy  was  at 
so  low  an  ebb  as  to  allow  of  such  conduct. 
He  believed,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  govern  Ireland  in  the  mode  best 
VOL.LIX.    iS^} 


calculated  to  develope  her  resources,  by 
securing  the  rights  of  property  and  es- 
tablishing generally  respect  for  the  laws. 
On  these  grounds,  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment.  He  would  vote  for  placing 
in  the  possession  of  power  a  Government 
which  should  combine  the  confidence  of 
her  Majesty  with  that  of  the  people  and 
the  Parliament. 

Mr.  W.  S.  GBrien  said,  that  the  hon. 
Members  who  had  moved  the  Address  and 
the  amendment  both  agreed  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  give  an  answer 
to  the  propositions  contained  in  her  Ma- 
jesty's gracious  speech,  but  he  would  ask 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  whether  there 
was  any  such  answer  in  the  amendment 
which  had  been  proposed  ?  No  answer 
whatever  had  been  given  to  the  question 
of  whether  the  country  had  sanctioned  the 
course  which  her  Majesty's  Ministers  had 
taken.  Indeed  he  must  say,  that  he  had 
never  witnessed  so  pitiful  a  line  of  conduct 
as  that  which  had  been  pursued  by  the  Con- 
servative party  for  the  last  two  or  three 
months.  He  called  on  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
Sir  R.  Peel,  and  upon  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  West  Riding,  to  say  whether  they 
were  prepared  to  sustain  the  principle  of  a 
general  revision  of  our  whole  commercial 
tariff?  The  noble  Viscount  who  had  that 
night  opened  the  debate  had  not  offered  a 
sinffle  suggestion  on  this  head,  and  merely 
said  that  the  present  Government  had  not 
the  confidence  of  the  country.  He  ought, 
however,  to  bring  some  stronger  proof  be- 
fore the  House  of  this  than  was  to  be  found 
in  mere  assertion.  His  complaint  had 
been  that  the  Whigs  had  not  fulfilled  the 
promises  which  were  held  out  to  the  coun« 
try  by  the  Government  of  Lord  Grey  with 
regard  to  peace,  retrenchment,  and  re- 
form; hut,  in  the  very  same  breath,  he 
was  compelled  to  say,  tnat  they  had  given 
more  reform  than  was  agreeable  to  his 
own  party.  With  respect,  however,  to  the 
economy  which  it  was  urged  had  not  been 
practised  by  the  present  Government,  in 
was  notorious  that,  session  after  session, 
they  had  been  stimulated  to  undertake 
great  expenses  with  regard  to  the  navy  hy 
hon.  Members  of  the  Opposition.  Again, 
with  respect  to  their  foreign  policy,  there 
was  not  one  of  the  wars  in  which  the  Go- 
vernment had  embarked  the  forces  of 
the  country — which  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite had  denounced^for  even  the  former 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Mem-* 
her  for  Dorchester  (Sir  J.  Graham)  on  thcLC 
subject  of  China,  was  no  impeachment  of 
It 
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the  policy  of  the  w^r  in  that  ouartev,  but 
merely  an  inculpation  of  the  roreiga  Se- 
cretary for  not  having  sent  out  some  de- 
rtches  at  an  earlier  period  than  he  had 
le.  As  to  the  position  of  Mr.  M'Leod, 
he  confessed  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that 
her  Majesty's  Government  could  have  done 
otherwise  than  take  the  course  which  tbey 
had  adopted.  Whatever  measures  mi^ht 
be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  a  British 
subject  standing  in  sui:h  a  position  ehould 
have  his  most  cordial  support,  whether 
they  proceeded  from  the  Goirernmept  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  or  from  an  Admi- 
nistration composed  of  bis  opponof^ts  s  but, 
whatever  might  be  lb»  result,  he  should 
still  affirm  that  the  topic  was  not  one 
whieh  ought  to  b^  made  the  subjec't  of 
party  discussion.  The  Croverpment  bad 
also  been  charged  with  the  abandonmeAt 
of  their  origin^  Irish  Tithe  Bill.  It 
should,  however,  he  r»0ol|eeted,  that  on 
three  several  occasions  tbey  bad  endeayovr'- 
ed  to  carry  that  meesure,  and  were  An 
each  oocasion  opposed  by  the  gentlemeP 
opposite  i  so  that  tbey,  at  ieaet,  ought  not 
to  reproach  them  with  the  abaqdoament 
•f  that  measure.  As  an  Irish  Member,  be 
would  take  that  opportunity  tp  express 
,  the  gratitude  of  his  country  to  the  present 
Government  for  nearly  the  whole  of  their 
policy  in  the  Government  of  that  eountry. 
The  present  was  the  first  Goreipment  that 
had  made  an  approach  towards  geverning 
Ireland  upon  the  principles  upon  which 
alone  she  fiould  now  be  governed,  naeMdy, 
that  the  people  of  that  country,  as  far  as 
regarded  thiemselves,  shoukl  he  olaced 
upon  a  perfectly  equa)  footing ;  ana  that, 
aa  regarded  the  connection  with  England, 
the  people  of  Ireland  should  be  entitled  to 
every  right  of  citiaenship  wi&b  the  peojile 
of  England.  He  found  that  this  principle 
had  been  carried  out  by  the  present  Go- 
vernment in  their  executive  appoiottnepts 
and  iq  their  legal  jippointments.  To  the 
present  Govern^nt  IreUnd  was  indebted 
for  the  suppression  of  the  Orange  associAr 
tion.  The  present  Government  had  at^ 
tempted,  and  had,  in  feet,  suoressAilly  atr 
tempted,  toeducatistbe  Irish  people.  They 
had  endeavoured  to  give  Ireland  eij|i|al 
justice,  and  they  had  diown  their  willing- 
ness to  ooneede  to  Ireland  the  same  ranni* 
cipal  regulationa  thai  had  been  found  so 
beneficial  to  England.  They  h)*d  also 
shown  a  disposition  to  Mtend  the  erippled 
franchise  of  the  Iriah  people,  and-rrtbe 
greatest  blessing  of  ailr-rihey  bad  eonfcrred 
upon  IrBlan4  a  PiKNr*Iaw;  and  if  i4  bad 
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not  been  for  the  oppoeitioa  of  the  tight 
hon.  Banmet  the  Member  for  Tamworth 
the  fn^esent  Government  would  have  given 
to  Ireland  a  system  of  railroad  communL 
cation,  which  would  b^re  done  more  to  ca<- 
ment  the  two  oountries  than  any  other 
measure  that  could  be  proposed.  These 
aets  entitlrd  the  present  Governoient  to 
the  gratitpde  of  the  Irish  nation.  With 
regard  to  the  Corn^lawsi  it  should  be  re- 
collected that  1,1500,000  petitioned  for  ft 
change ;  and  representing,  as  he  did,  »P 
agricultural  district,  he  wss  prepared  to 
agree  to  a  measure  which  should  prevent 
the  price  pf  corn  rising  so  high  as  to  pro- 
duG^  ^M^eriog  amongst  the  hiimbler 
classes.  He  trusted  that  the  Government 
would  not  consider  that  they  were  dealing 
only  with  corn,  timber,  or  sugar,  but  that 
tbey  would  revise  the  whole  taritTof  our 
commercial  systemf  He  considi^rpd  that 
the  Whig  Go^ernmept  had  dope  good  ser- 
yiise  to  tlie  country,  particularly  py  their 
measures  of  negro  emaocipatiop,  general 
education,  and  municipal  reform,  ff  ^hcy 
l^ad  not  been  fiercely  opposed  they  would 
have  also  p(i8«ed  an  equitable  measure  op 
the  sul^'ect  of  church  r&tes.  He  saw  ip 
their  colonial  policy,  too,  the  germ  of  fi 
very  extensive  system  of  colonisatioQi  aud 
emigration  upon  Q  good  principle  was  en- 
couraged bv  thepi.  There  was  the  penny- 
postage,  which  he  considered  the  greatest 
social  blessing  that  could  be  conferred  upon 
a  people  j  and  there  was  that  most  bene* 
ficial  measure,  the  union  of  the  Canadaa. 
What  had  Gentlemen  opposite  to  put  in 
the  scale  agaipst  these  measures?  Tbetr 
merits,  or  rather  den^erits,  wer^  more  of 
a  negative  than  of  a  positive  character, 
and  yet  there  were  two  measures  fpr  which 
they  would  doubtless  claim  credit.  There 
was  the  bill  of  the  right  hon.  Baropet  for 
the  trial  of  controverted  elections,  which 
required  to  be  almost  altogether  remodel!^ 
in  the  course  of  two  years,  and  there  was 
the  bill  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
North  Lancashire  respecting  the  registra- 
tion of  voters  In  Ireland.  Now,  no  man 
felt  more  strongly  than  he  did  the  want  of 
a  registration  bill,  and  the  beat  proof  of 
the  want  of  it  was  the  manner  in  which 
bis  hon.  Friend  the  late  Member  for  Wa- 
terford  had  been  robbed  of  bis  aeat,  but 
that  was  no  resson  why  they  shoald  en- 
deavour to  cripple  a  franchise  whioh  ooul4 
at  ppeseni  barely  be  entiile<l  to  popular 
representation.  If  the  Conservative  party, 
when  it  oame  into  power,  would  bring  for- 
ward wins  and   Itbetal  mmmun^,  ibay 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Nl 


Aiftiuimtd 


(Avo.te) 


Hihaii. 


Id4 


WCMild  und^btadly  fiwm  tbtf  support  of 
i^tm  who  »d)roeated  liberal  priociplf^. 
Pm^  tbof  0iu8t  not  forget  tbat  th^f  were. 
ftlp^D^Wo  to  piiblip  oi)iniPPf  Utbpyul$Q 
epdeavoi|re4  tp  qopcjliat^  tbe  Roman  Ca- 
tbolics  of  (relaody  i)8e4  everfr  effort  tp  eo- 
opiimge  tbo  iodustry  pf  that  (loufi^vy,  and 
ipcogpis^d  the  ppipcipjp  of  p^rfept  equf^Utj 
bo^weep  tbe  pjtiypos  of  tba^  part  of  tbe 
kiogdpm  §od  of  this,  ^hey  wpul4  nqt  fail  to 
ob^io  thp  apppo^t  of  th^  Iri^h  paopjp.  Bu); 
if,  OP  (hp  contrary,  tbey  fhru^t  jp^  o^ce 
those  who  vefo  conspicuous!  fpr  tbpir  vi|i- 
fic^lion  of  tbe  ppoplpof  Irplaodi  and  filched 
avi^y  from  that  people,  upderanjr  pretence 
wbftl^ypr,  their  iscanty  franchise,  they 
ii|P9t  bp  prepared  to  struggle  against  a 
iphole  ppople,  aqd  ip  thp  namp  of  thou- 
^nds  )&nd  thousands  he  \fou)4  tpU  them 
to  bewftre,  Jle  ypuld  Pot,  (loweyer,  folloiy 
^p  these  spbjects  further  on  jthat  occasion, 
9S  be  w^9  ppwilJing  to  indqige  in  ei^pecta- 
tipps  which  piigbt  nev^r  be  reali^d,  or  in 
fears  which  might  pro^O  to  be  unfoupde^. 
He  wqn\d  sit  down,  poptenting  himself 
wi^h  expressing  bis  intention  to  give  his 
TOte  in  4 Fopr  of  the  Address. 

Colonel  'S'iAMor^.expfessedhis  hope  that 
tb^  day  had  now  arrived  when  the  ^on. 
^d  right  bon.  Qentlemen,  who  h^d  sat  far 
top  long  on  the  opposite  benches,  were 
dlpomed  to  receive  that  retribution  for  their 
selfishness  and  political  >ices  which  they  so 
richly  deserved,  and  when  they  ^ou)d:  be 
dmen — pay,  drummed — out  of  the  Hou^e 
of  ConymonSi  to  what  tune  the  forays  of 
the  H)}use  would  not  permit  him  to 
mention.  He  hoped  that  the  day  had 
arrived  when  the  right  hon.  Baronet  below 
htm^  and  those  by  whom  he  would  be  sur- 
rounded, wpi^d'  prevent  that  glandered 
bocly  from  any  longer  infecting  the  policy 
of  this  count/y.  Happy,  indeed,  woUld  it 
have  been  fot  them  if  they  had  had  the 
poKticai  honesty  to  have  resigned  their 
tolaces  as  tbe  advisers  of  her  Majesty  long 
Ego,  fer  then  they  would  not  at  least  have 
seen  themselves  so  contemptuously  rejected 
as  tbey  bad  recently  been  by  the  people 
Uiems^ves,  of  whose  support  tbey  had  so 
vatniy  boasted,  io  the  subtle  Speech  of 
if  ioistera,  for  it  was  their  Speech,  and  not 
that  ^f  the  Queen,  the  distresses  of  tbe 
fMople  and  the  difficulties  of  the  country 
urttf^  adverted  to;  but  ivhatever  evils 
■Hgbt  CKtat,  he  was  confideat,  be  tbey  ever 
•f 'gneil,  that  the  tact  and  power&i  mind 
of  db^  right  boo.  Baronet,  tbe  Member  for 
^famwmhf  woul^  be  able  to  aurmouat 
He  vna  wfill  Mfian  tbat  the  4«fi- 


pultie^  »))qde4  to  m  (^P  Spepp}i  did  pxigt 
but  why  wpre  tfepse  borugb^  forward  i^t  th» 
Mpie  tbev  ifrer^  j  th^  Cofn-ques^fon,  WuS  in? 
troduQsd,he  beliefpdJp  ih^  Queen  9  SIpeepb 
^^  the  opening  pf  Pariian^ent  on  Jannary 
1 841,  bpt,  «ayj9  ^he  motion  OO  the  p»rt  of 
Lord  J.  Rp^sell,  pot  cailed  fpr  considera- 
tion till  tbe  Bpdgpt  at  the  elevenih  fiour^ 
c|aptr4p,  and  delusive  for  Jhe  people. 
but«  ^hen,  he  asVed^  \^f  wbopi  had  they 
been  created?  W^re  they  pot  brought 
abopt  by  the  ipcompetepey  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  mapner  iu  wbieh  they  abused 
thp  power  entrusted  to  thew  ?  What  v^s 
tl)e  budgpt  of  the  rjgbt  hon.  pftntlepjap, 
the  Chancellor  <>f  tbp  Exchequer,  but  clap- 
trap, apd  could  it  np  doubted  that  tbe  cry 
of  cheap  fbrCfM),  cheap  sugar,  and  cheap 
tfmber,  ivas  raised  j|t  iho  plevpnth  hour 
noerejy  in  thp  hqpp  that  }t  ^ouJd  enabje 
Ministers  tp  hold  mc^  whiph  should 
npver  h^ve  been  entrusted  to  tbep?  ?  Old 
birds,  bowey|S|r,  Vprp  pot  tp  be  caught  with 
chaff'^  apd>  ^IthpUjifb  an  enfje^vour  had  been 
made  to  de)udp  «^hd  bupibpg  the  people,  it 
bad  not  oply  not  succeeded*  but  signally 
failed,  m^  ponviptjop  if  as,  that  the  poor 
would  never  bo  ^neii^  by  tbe  crs^  of 
chpap  bread,  and  wiph  respect  to  che^p 
timber^  h'm  bplief  wa#,  th/lt  if  the  proposed 
redpet^pp  too]c  plac^i  i^  woiifd  not  ocpesion 
a  di^erepce  morp  than  of  10*»  in  the  build- 
IM  of  a  pottage  pr  a  ^psall  frrmhouse  pf  90f. 
va/ji|ye.  Jt  was  someiwhet  e^raprdioaFy  ^bat 
thosp  vhoc^ied  out  mo^t  lopd)y  for  the  abo- 
liti/i^p  of  ^layery  should  k^  the  first  tp  pro- 
|)Ope  itp  rpneiyal^  j^d  po  ope,  he  thought, 
o^Jd  doubt  that  si^ch  WPHI<1  be  4  cou9fi- 
qupnce  qf  che^p  pu^r  ip  reference  to  th|B 
Government  proposition.  T.hepe,  however, 
were  matters  of  aetail,  and  he  jvould  pot  fur* 
ther  d^ell  upon  them  at  tbe  precept  mo- 
ment. He  could  only  copipare  the  positipp 
of  the  Government  to  that  oJF  bankrupts,  and 
when  they  produced  their  jschequle,  he 
should  like  lo'  (mow  where  their  assets  would 
be  found.  The  fact  was,  they  had  none,  and 
the  anxipus  creditors  looked  only  to  the  right 
hon.  Bayonet,  the  Member  for  Tam worth, 
to  find  out  the  meaps  of  satisfying  their 
deipands.  He  reipiced  that  the  day  had 
arrived  wlien  her  Majesty's  Ministers  must 
be  displaced.  How  were  the  last  weeks  of 
the  late  Parliament  occupied  ?  Why,  in 
disposing  of  miscellaneous  estimates,  and 
estimates  for  civil  contingencies;  and  did 
not  these  exhibit  a  list  of  as  gross  jobbing 
as  could  well  be  conceived  ?  He  did  not  t 
blame  the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton  for  the  l^ 
appointments  which  he  had  received^  but 
L2 
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be  most  assuredly  did  tbe  GorernmeDt  wbo 
bad  dared  to  give  these  grants :  be  tbought 
it  somewbat  too  much  that  Mr.  Vizard 
sbould  bare  1,5002.  a-jear  for  the  per- 
formance of  duties  which  should  be  dis- 
diarged  by  others.  On  the  4tb  of  June 
last  that  House  declared  Ministers  to  be 
incompetent ;  but  bow  many  appointments 
bad  they  made  since,  and  how  much  of  tbe 
public  money  bad  they  expended  in  outfits, 
or  rigging  out  tbose  to  whom  they  had 
given  places.  What  did  tbe  House  think 
of  the  appointment  of  tbe  late  Attorney- 
General  ?  Of  course,  be  bad  a  proper  out* 
fit,  shirts,  stockings,  &c.,  and  was  to  enjoy 
a  salary ;  but  these  were  points  wbich  he 
would  take  an  opportunity  of  bavine  ascer- 
tained, as  well  as  tbe  number  of  days,  or 
rather  hours,  which  he  sat  in  bis  judicial 
capacity.  Gross  as  was  tbe  Monteagle 
and  other  jobs,  tbis  was  one  of  the  gros* 
sest  jobs  he  bad  erer  beard  of;  but 
the  Gazelle  furnished  ample  proofs  of 
other  jobs,  and  although  enough  bad 
been  done  already,  it  was  possible  that  more 
remained  behind.  He  was  very  glad  that 
the  right  bon.  Baronet  had  frustrated  the 
attempts  which  bad  been  made  to  wrench 
from  him  his  views,  plans,  and  impressions 
as  to  how  tbe  Government  shoula  be  con- 
ducted, though,  perhaps,  throush  kind  and 
charitable  feelings,  he  bad  already  told  them 
too  much,  and  tnankinff  the  House  for  tbe 
attention  with  wbich  tbey  bad  beard  him, 
be  would  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  he 
sbould  cordially  support  the  amendment, 
having  no  doubt  that  the  result  of  its  suc- 
cess would  prove  satisfactory  to  the  people, 
and  give  peace  and  security  to  the  country. 
Mr.  C  Powell  said,  although  it  was 
true,  as  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
Liverpool  had  stated,  that  the  result  of  the 
elections,  especially  in  Ireland,  amounted 
to  a  verdict  against  tbe  Government,  yet 
he  should  vote  on  this  occasion  in  opposi- 
tion to  that  verdict.  It  bad  been  indus- 
triously alleged,  with  a  view  of  imposing 
on  the  agriculturists  of  both  England  and 
Ireland,  that  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  tend  to  their  ruin,  and  would 
extinguish  agriculture ;  but  the  convincing 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport 
satisfied  him  that  such  would  not  be  the 
result.  His  belief  was,  that  at  no  distant 
day  all  vicious  monopolies  would  be 
abolished,  but  at  tbe  same  time  so  many 
varied  interests  had  grown  up  with  them, 
that  he  should  prefer  a  gradual  rather 
than  a  sudden  transition  from  the  con- 


demned, and  justly  condemned,  system  of 
monopolists.  He  thought,  that  a  fixed 
duty  was  preferable  to  a  sliding  scale, 
and  while  it  would  afibrd  adequate  pro« 
tection  to  the  agricultural  interests,  it 
would  operate  as  a  salutary  warning  to 
them  with  respect  to  the  change  which 
must  inevitably  take  place.  He  should 
support  the  Address  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Manchester,  and  for  the  rea« 
son  that  it  held  forth  to  tbe  people,  that 
they  would  not  be  the  victims  of  abomina- 
ble monopolies  and  unjust  taxation. 

Mr.  E,  Turner  commenced  by  referring 
to  the  violence  of  language  used  by  some 
of  the  Tory  party  towards  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  of  Ireland,  which  was  cal- 
culated to  irritate  and  inflame  the  people 
of  that  country.  At  a  dinner  given,  at 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Kent  was 
present,  a  noble  Earl  referring  to  the  great 
Reform  party  to  which  he  belonged,  spoke 
of  the  right  wing  of  the  Infidels  and  Ra- 
dicals, and  the  left  of  the  popish  followers 
of  factious  demagogues,  headed  by  O'Con- 
nell,  and  supported  by  *'  the  most  infu- 
riated and  bigoted  priesthood  that  ever 
cursed  a  country.'*  That  was  language 
that  might  well  create  indignation  in  the 
minds  of  the  Irish  people,  and  alarm  at 
the  prospect  of  being  governed  by  the 
party  at  whose  public  festivals  it  was  used. 
With  respect  to  the  question  more  imme- 
diately before  the  House,  although  the 
object  of  the  vote  was  the  condemnation 
of  the  Government  he  could  only  say, 
that  they  possessed  his  entire  confidence. 
He  did  not  regard  the  result  of  the  elec« 
tions  as  a  verdict  against  Ministers,  espe- 
cially when  be  considered  how  limited  tbe 
constituencies  were,  and  he  felt  persuaded 
that  before  long"  the  country  would  see 
the  necessity  of  recalling  men  to  power, 
who,  during  their  period  of  office,  had 
effected  so  much  good.  They  had  greatly 
benefited  the  country  by  the  reduction  of 
postage ;  but,  although  that  measure  was 
carried  on  the  distinct  understanding,  that 
the  deficiency  was  to  be  made  good  by 
that  House,  no  vote,  however,  on  the  sub- 
ject had  been  called  for ;  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  ultimately  derive  financial  advant- 
age from  it.  The  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site were  studiously  silent  as  to  the  course 
tbey  meant  to  pursue,  but  was  it  not  due 
to  the  country  that  they  should  explain 
the  nature  of  the  policy  they  meant  to 
adopt.     In  reference  to  ib^  Corn-laws 
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mach  had  been  said  respecting  wages,  and 
he  had  been  at  the  pains  of  ascertaining 
the  average  rate  of  wages  at  different 
periods.  In  1769  he  found  that  the  aver- 
age rate  of  wages  of  the  labourer  was  5$, 
a  week ;  but  with  that  he  was  able  to  pur- 
chase twenty-three  quartern  loaves.  The 
average  rate  of  wages  in  1792  was  9$.  a 
week,  and  this  enabled  the  labourer  to 
boy  fifteen  quartern  loaves,  while,  in  1841, 
although  the  average  rate  of  wages  was 
10«.  a  week,  he  could  only  get  with  it  ten 

auartern  loaves.  It,  therefore,  appeared, 
lat  the  labourer  at  55.  a  week  was  a 
richer  man  than  the  labourer  at  lOs.,  and 
this  was  a  fact  which  he  thought  could 
not  be  denied.  He  was  persuaded,  that 
the  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws  would  not 
affect  the  landed  interest  beyond  ten  per 
cent.,  because  foreign  wheat  could  not  be 
imported  at  less  than  60^.  the  quarter, 
whereas  669.  ought  to  be  the  standard 
price.  For  the  sake  of  humanity  and  the 
peace  of  the  country  the  landed  interests 
should  be  prepared  to  make  some  sacri- 
fice; and  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site did  not  alter  the  Corn-laws,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  him  to  carry  on  the  Go- 
vernment. But  it  was  said,  that  this  ques- 
tion had  been  brought  forward  in  the  last 
Session  of  the  late  Parliament  for  party 
purposes ;  but,  so  far  from  that  being  the 
case,  did  not  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies,  himself  move  a  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  two  years  and  a  half 
ago  ?  It  might  have  been  better  to  begin 
legislation  in  reference  to  the  Com-laws 
on  a  higher  duty  than  8s.,  and  then  to  re- 
duce it  gradually ;  but  the  golden  oppor- 
tunity for  such  a  course  was  now  lost,  and 
the  people  would  demand  as  a  right  that 
which  previously  they  would  have  re- 
ceived as  a  boon.  Out  of  the  1 1,300,000 
quarters  of  foreign  corn  which  had  been 
imported  3,900,000  paid  only  \s.  duty, 
and  2,800,000  a  duty  of  2s.  8(/.  the  quar- 
ter. The  average  duty  paid  was  Is.  lOd., 
and,  with  such  a  fact  before  them,  what 
grounds  had  the  farmers  for  alarm  ?  He 
nad  never  contended,  that  an  alteration  of 
the  Com-laws  would  give  to  the  country 
what  was  understood  by  the  cry  of  *'  cheap 
bread,"  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  it 
would  not,  but  what  it  would  give  was 
regular  supplies  and  the  means  of  pro- 
cnring  bread  to  those  who  wanted  it.  It 
mattered  little  what  was  the  amount  of 
wages  if  they  were  insufiicient  to  enable 
4he  labourer  to  obtain  bread|  and  the  land* 


lords  should  bear  in  mind,  that  if  they 
created  paupers  they  would  have  to  sup- 
port them  through  the  medium  of  the 
Poor-laws.  He  thought  it  unwise  that 
foreien  com  should  not  be  admitted,  until 
the  home  produce  had  reached  famine 
price,  and  this  was  proved  by  the  fact, 
that  in  England  the  amount  of  revenue 
produced  from  the  importation  of  foreign 
corn  did  not  exceed  14,900/.  pounds  in 
a  year.  The  suffering  people  of  this  coun- 
try were  entitled  to  more  consideration 
than  they  received;  but  he  hoped  the 
time  was  not  far  distant  when  their  condi- 
tion would  be  considered  with  a  view  to 
its  amelioration.  He  trusted,  that  who- 
ever might  be  in  power  would  be  attentive 
to  the  great  interests  of  the  country ;  but 
that,  in  particular,  their  eyes  should  not 
be  closed  to  the  sufferings  of  the  working 
classes. 

Mr.  Escott  said,  that  he  would  state 
as  briefly  and  as  distinctly  as  he  could, 
the  reasons  which  had  induced  him,  as  a 
solemn  duty,  to  give  his  vote  in  favour  of 
the  amended  Address.  Before  he  stated 
these  reasons,  however,  he  would  refer  to 
some  of  the  arguments  which  had  fallen 
from  a  right  hon.  Member,  who,  as  ap- 
peared to  him,  had  cautiously  avoided  any 
allusion  to  the  question  the  House  was 
called  upon  to  decide.  He  alluded  par- 
ticularly to  the  speech  of  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  who  had  entered  into 
a  discussion  of  the  corn  trade,  and  the 
Corn-law  averages,  but  had  not  stated  one 
word  of  justification  of  himself  and  the 
Ministers  of  the  Crown  exercising  the 
functions  of  a  Ministry  in  defiance  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  alluded  to  the 
budget,  which  had  been  rejected  both  by 
Parliament  and  the  country  ;  and  he  stated 
some  of  the  reasons  why  that  budget  was 
introduced.  It  did  seem  a  most  extraor- 
dinary circumstance,  that  at  the  close  of 
the  Session  an  Administration,  which  was 
admitted  to  have  lost  the  confidence  of 
Parliament,  had  introduced  a  budget 
which  went,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House, 
and  of  the  property,  wealth,  intelligence, 
and,  he  would  add,  the  population  of  the 
country,  to  attack  our  ships,  our  colo- 
nies, our  commerce,  and  our  agricul- 
ture. But  the  right  hon.  Qentleman  did 
state  some  of  the  reasons  why  that 
budget  had  been  introduced ;  and  one 
of  those  reasons  was,  hon.  Members 
I  on  his  side  of  the  Hguse  had  been  in 
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the  httbit  of  coming  to  ihd  Miniitry  and 
saying  thai  something  Of  th«  kind  ought 
to  be  done  \  it  was  not  the  pressure  from 
without,  but  thfc  pressure  from  within.  The 
l)on«  Member  for  Mantihester  was  one  of 
the  individuals  to  whom  the  right  hon. 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trsde  hod  al- 
luded. That  hon.  Member  had  stated 
that  the  price  of  cottoil  was  down  to  5s.  9d. 
and  therefore  it  Was  necessary  to  reduce 
the  price  of  corn ;  but  the  question  was 
not  between  the  conflicting  interests  o 
cotton  and  corn,  nor  yet  between  the  con- 
flicting interests,  if  conflicting  ihey  could 
be  called,  of  agriculture  and  commerce, 
but  whether  Parliament  ought  to  delibe- 
rate at  all  upon  such  a  question  while  the 
j^dministration  held  office  ih  deflance  of 
Parliament,  and  therefore  in  deflance  Of 
the  constitution*  The  hon^  Member  for 
Bath  had  stated  his  reasons  for  voting  in 
ftivour  of  the  original  Address;  but  the 
hon.  Member  for  Bath  stood  in  a  very 
different  position  from  the  Members  of  an 
Administration  which  had  been  condemn- 
ed by  Parliament.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Bath  was  a  man  of  great  ability,  who  had 
raised  himself  by  the  force  of  his  talents 
to  be  the  representative  of  a  great  city< 
His  speech  was  ah  admirable  example  of 
independence  of  mind*  exercised  in  de^ 
fence  of  principles  whicbi  if  attempted  to 
be  carried  into  execution)  would  meet  that 
defeat  which  must  necessarily  attend  all 
attempts  to  carry  on  a  motiarohinl  govern- 
ment upon  democratioaland  revolutionary 
principles*  The  Member  for  Bath  had 
told  the  right  hon*  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Tamworthi  that  bo  was  wrong,  and 
that  the  people  of  Rngland  who  were  op< 
posed  to  him  Were  right.  What  was  this 
but  the  exploded  fallacy  of  '*  What  do 
you  mean  by  the  people  of  Englartd?" 
The  hon.  Member  for  Bath|  however^  ad** 
mitted  that  the  Whigs  wer^  against  him, 
that  the  Tories  were  against  him,  and  that 
the  electors  of  the  country,  who  had  re-^ 
turned  a  Conservative  majority  to  Parlia- 
ment, were  against  him.  What,  were  not 
these  the  very  parties  who  constituted  the 
people  of  England  ?  How«  then,  oould  the 
people  of  England  be  considered  favour- 
able to  the  views  which  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bath  entertained  ?  Some  observations 
had  been  made  on  a  subject  which  had 
caused  him  considerable  pain — the  sub- 
ject of  the  New  Poor-law.  It  was  asserted 
that  Members  on  his  side  of  the  House 
bad  made  exciting  speeches  on  that  aub** 


ject  during  tha  last  election  with  Iho  ¥l€W 
of  influencing  thu  vote!  df  cleetbfli  MoW| 
if  the  borti  Member  for  Bath  itie«tit  hj 
that  assertion  that  any  ond  Member  oti 
the  Oppositioti  iidtf  of  the  House  had  to 
gain  a  single  vota  Itated  aby  opiiiiott  Ofl 
the  hustings  which  he  wal  not  prepared 
to  maintain  Id  that  Housa,  th«h  he  would 
agree  that  the  apithata  *'  base"  Utid  **  lor^ 
did/'  which  the  hon.  Member  for  Bath 
had  usedi  were  tiot  misapplied  to  that  irta 
dividual.  But  ha  thought  that  befbfft 
such  an  accusation  wai  madeagrainst  hoO» 
Members  on  his  side  of  the  House,  tha 
hon.  Member  who  made  that  acousattoti 
ought  to  have  considered  that  othar  hOft. 
Members  were  as  murh  entitled  to  pro« 
nounce  an  opinion  in  favour  of  ah  ameiid« 
ment  of  the  Poor*>law  as  ha  was  to  pro« 
nounce  one  in  favour  of  the  unrefortnad 
Poor-law.  It  was  wrong,  thereforOt  in  tho 
hon.  Member  to  call  the  agriculturist  lh« 
terest  the  starvera  of  the  poor.  The  hon» 
Member  for  Bolton  had  alluded  to  the 
distress  eiistihg  in  yarious  parts  of  tho 
country.  He  had,  however^  dealt  ia  tiH 
uiifair  insinuations  against  Members  oil 
that  side  of  the  House  i  but  had  admitted 
that  they  were  ready  to  relieve  the  diatresa 
of  the  poor.  But,  he  must  say,  that  Wbeh 
the  statement  of  that  hon^  Oentlemaii 
was  followed  up  by  anotheri  to  the  eAct 
that  this  distress  was  owing  to  the  preseht 
system  of  Corn-laws,  and  when  he  knew 
that  it  was  impoMible,  according  to  the 
forms  of  the  House,  to  discusi  the  quea- 
tion  of  the  Corn-laws  during  the  present 
debate,  whatever  cfedlt  he  might  give  the 
hon.  Gentleman  for  bringing  these  caaoa 
forward,  still,  he  repeated,  he  must  aay, 
that  his  doing  so  was  Useless  so  far  as  m* 
garded  the  alleviation  of  that  distress,  uh* 
til  tha  House  dodld  meet  the  inquiry  fairly, 
whether  the  CornMaws  were,  or  wera  net» 
the  cause  of  that  distress.  The  hohi  Mem- 
ber for  Stockport  had  made  a  ipaeeh,  to 
which  he  (Mri  Escott)  had  listened  with 
very  different  feelingSi  beeltuae  that  him< 
Gentleman  appeared  to  be  actuated  by  ti 
feeling  of  Implacable  diilike  to  the  agri- 
cultural interest  of  England.  Tha  hoOi 
Member  appeared  in  that  House,  ha  would 
not  say  as  the  delegate,  but  having  soma 
connexion  with  an  extraordibary  maeting 
called  a  conference,  or  syitod,  or  some- 
thing of  the  kind,  at  Manohester ;  it  waa 
hot  a  ParliamentUM  indoetnmt  but  a  Par^ 
liamentum  thBologicvm'^^  meeting  of  the 
oAittittera  of  religion  to  argue  tba  Cora^ 
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laws,  itid  li  ptote  by  the  attlhorily  of 
S^riplttre  lh«t  Ihtf  prMent  sytfieili  of  Certi« 
kiwi  Wtti  fcn  tostrliineni  for  oppressing  and 
starving  the  poor.  He  dicl  not  object  to 
ittinisierl  of  religion  hieeting  to  discusi 
■latterii  of  a  political  nature;  bat  Were 
th^se  the  iamb  men  and  the  same  paHy 
that  dfenouneed.tbe  minister^  of  the  estabv 
lisbed  Ghuroh  for  meddling  with  pelilloil 

Suesliens  ?  Were  thele  the  men  who  said 
was  the  duty  of  the  ministers  of  i'eligion 
it  niind  their  flocks  end  tb  confine  themj> 
letires  to  their  spiritual  afocations?  He 
kheW  not  whether  this  wet-e  the  case  or 
iiot|  bat  this  he  did  know»  that  there  were 
Biany  eicelletit  and  good  men  among 
the  Dissenters^  and  that  there  were  many 
^aeellent  and  good  men  an  the  Churi:h  of 
England)  who  thought  it  their  duty  to 
tak^  a  part  in  political  questions.  They 
might  be  right*  or  they  might  be  wrong ; 
but  they  were  not  good  men^  whether 
Qharchmeh  or  Disseilters^  who  endeavour^ 
ed  td  throw  upon  their  politioal  opponents 
the  odiuib  of  the  accusation  bf  being 
starters  of  the  poon  PeAce  and  charity 
Were  good  things,  wherever  they  cataie 
fromi  but  daot  and  hypocrisy  were  bftd 
thin^,  whether  they  appeared  clothed  in 
lawn  and  fine  lining  or  whether  they 
alMI  (brth  uttattired  and  unadorned  be^ 
fore  th^  disgusted  eyes  of  men.  The 
i}uesttoo  before  ihe  House  wu  tiot  the 
policy  or  tibppliey  bf  the  Oorn-laws, 
but  whether  Ministferl  had  a  right  to 
come  down  to  that  House  and  reeom» 
mendi  as  Oom  her  Majesty^  ml>asures  on 
Which  there  was  a  great  difference  of 
opinion  in  thai  House,  bfter  they  had 
frankly  adiditt^d  that  the  voice  of  the 
ootlntry  deeidbdly  eondemned  them.  The 
^Mostiott  was  one  df  great  importance* 
What  was  the  dootrine  of  the  responsi^ 
bility  of  Ministers?  To  Whom  were 
Miniaters  responsible,  if  not  to  the  House 
ef  GoMmonsb  What  had  Ministers  now 
dbne!  They  had  put  the  Sovereign,  in 
an  ndv#M  fMttion  to  the  people,  and  to 
the  fepreitolltativeb  of  the  people  in  Par^ 
Itamentf  Ministeia  Admitted  that  the 
fieopla  had  sent  to  Parliament  a  majority 
agkinst  them;  ihey  admitted  that  their 
Ata  WiM  sealed.  Whyi  then,  did  they 
place  thel^  Sovereign  ih  her  pr^eht  paiU'* 
M  pbsttion?  Why  had  they  iflade  her 
do  that  which  had  not  been  done  by  any 
Sovereign  for  the  last  300  years?  Whyi 
hmi  thbf  compellnd  the  Hotloe  to  come  to 
ft  v«ll  whteb  they  MmittM  to  bii  t xtra« 


erdinliry  and  bnprecedented  T— Because 
their  botiduct  Was  extraordinary  and  un- 
precedented. It  was  indeed,  a  most  ei« 
Inordinary  proceeding,  but  the  question 
for  the  obnsideration  of  the  House,  was, 
whether  or  ndt  the  rights  of  the  people 
should  he  abandoned-^whether  or  not  that 
House  should  succumb  to  the  Ministers  of 
the  Orowb  ?  The  question  was,  whether 
the  voice  of  the  pedple  should  be  heard 
e¥eryWhere  but  in  Parliament.  He  did 
not  know  how  Ministers  were  emboldened 
to  pursue  the  course  they  had  adopted. 
It  nlust  have  arisen  f^om  the  extraordin- 
ary lenity  and  forbearance  with  which  they 
had  been  treated  by  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament during  the  lest  two  years,  and 
which  he  had  often  thought  Parliament 
ought  not  to  have  eiercised  towards  them. 
But,  perhaps,  after  all,  a  violent  opposi* 
tion  was  best  avoided  —  moderation  was 
the  best  eoUrse— and  at  no  period  pro- 
bably n^ore  so  than  at  the  late  election ; 
and  of  this  he  was  more  than  ever  con- 
vinced-^that  the  coUrse  which  had  been 
followed  during  the  last  two  years  had 
put  the  right  hdUi  Baronet  the  Member 
for  TamWorth  in  the  pdsition  of  leader  of 
the  constitutional  party  in  this  country^ 
and  soon,  he  might  say,  of  the  constitu- 
tional  Government.  If  any  hon.  Gentle'* 
man  attempted  to  defend  the  conduct  of 
Ministers,  he  could  do  so  on  the  ground 
selected  by  the  hon*  Member  for  Bath* 
That  hoO*  Gentleman  said,  he  disliked 
both  parties ;  he  disliked  the  measures  of 
the  Whigs,  but  he  said  that  he  was  obliged 
to  take  them,  because  he  disliked  the 
Tories  tnore.  How  could  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  had  given  his  support  to  the  Re* 
form  Bill  defend  the  conduct  of  Ministers 
who  held  office  in  defiance  of  Parliament, 
and  in  defiance  of  the  constituencies  of 
this  cotintry?  He  thought  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  was 
of  all  men  in  England  the  man  who  would 
have  avoided  so  unconstitutional  a  course. 
Thoogh  he  did  not  concur  in  some  of  the 
opinions  containad  in  the  noble  Lord's 
wrilingsi  he  did  agree  with  him  as  to 
what  he  had  written  respecting  the  pre- 
dominance of  Parliament.  When  he 
w^nt  further,  and  looked  to  the  noble 
Lord's  speeches  in  Parliament,  he  found 
the  noble  Lord  a  stanch  defender  of  the 
privileges  of  Parliament  in  that  House. 
But  if  he  were  to  go  still  further,  andT 
were  to  be  desirous  of  finding  an  exampie^^ 
of  an  individual  trampling  on  the  rights 
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both  of  Parliament  and  of  the  people,  he 
would  not  consult  the  noble  Lord's  books 
or  speeches,  but  he  would  consult  the 
noble  Lord's  acts.  He  was  very  relucunt 
to  allude  in  his  presence  to  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Tamworth,  but  he  hoped  that 
his  right  hon.  Friend  would  excuse  him, 
if  he  now  stated  why  his  right  hon. 
Friend  was  the  man  chosen  by  the  people 
to  conduct  their  business  in  Parliament, 
and  to  be,  in  one  word,  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter of  this  country.  The  difference 
between  the  noble  Lord  and  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  this  :  that  while  both 
made  the  same  profession  of  regard  for 
constitutional  principles,  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Tamworth  showed  his  attach- 
ment to  those  principles  by  his  acts  rather 
than  by  his  professions ;  while  the  noble 
Lord  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  made 
professions  which  he  falslBed,  and  promises 
which  he  never  kept.  He  believed  the 
main  ground  of  the  present  popularity  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Tamworth,  was,  that  he  had  never  promised 
impossibilities  to  the  people.  That  was  a 
popularity  which   would  not  wane  from 

?^ear  to  year,  or  from  Parliament  to  Par- 
iament,  but  which  would  increase  in 
strength  and  would  become  greater  in 
•tature  and  would  be  more  enduring  in 
proportion  as  the  people  found  themselves 
deceived  by  the  empty  professions  of  the 
opposite  party.  The  people,  like  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bath  (Mr.  Roebuck),  estima- 
ted the  character  of  the  two  great  leaders 
by  their  conduct,  but  they  came  to  a  very 
differentconclusion  to  that  at  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bath  had  arrived.  The  peo- 
ple when  they  had  the  choice  had  preferred 
men  who  made  no  professions,  and  there- 
fore had  not  deceived  them,  and  rejected 
those  who  made  promises  and  never  kept 
them.  The  hon.  Member  for  Bath  had 
said,  that  all  the  people  cared  about,  was, 
what  had  been  called  a  cheap  budget. 
Now,  on  that  point  he  could  speak  from 
his  own  experience.  He  had  seen  the 
people  of  England  laugh  at  the  exhibition 
of  *'  the  big  loaf  and  the  little  loaf,"  as 
an  absurd  attempt  to  deceive  and  cajole 
them.  He  hoped  that  he  should  not  be 
considered  as  intruding  unfairly  on  the 
attention  of  the  House,  while  he  related 
an  incident  which  had  occurred  during 
the  last  election  in  the  city  which  he  had 
now  the  honour  to  represent.  They  had 
conducted  the  election  quietly  enough 
vp  to  a  certain  ppint,  when  one  of  bis 


friends  came  and  said  to  him,  ''I  am 
afraid  that  there  will  be  a  row  after  all. 
Our  opponents  have  got  some  big  loaves 
and  some  little  loaves,  and  are  parad- 
ing them  up  and  down  the  town  to 
make  the  people  against  you.''  He 
followed  up  his  statement  by  saying,  **  I 
understand  also,  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  is  coming  down  this  even- 
ing to  canvass  the  town  against  you.''  He 
had  said  to  his  friend,  **  I  give  as  much 
credit  to  one  of  your  statements  as  I  do 
to  the  other.  1  do  not  believe,  that  the 
exhibition  of  the  big  loaves  and  the  little 
loaves  will  get  up  any  excitement  against 
us,  and  I  do  not  fancy  that  the  influence 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  now 
that  his  part^  are  shorn  of  its  power,  will 
be  of  any  injury  to  our  party,  even  if  it 
should  be  exercised  against  us."  The 
result  proved,  that  he  was  right  in  his 
anticipations.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer was  not  able  to  impede  his  e\ec^ 
tion,  and  his  opponents,  after  an  exhibi- 
tion of  five  or  six  hours,  withdrew  their 
big  loaves  and  their  little  loaves  from 
public  sight.  So  much  were  they  ashamed 
of  their  exhibition,  that  one  of  their  lead- 
ing party  subsequently  said  to  him,  **  I  am 
sorry  that  our  friends  have  introduced  any 
such  subject  of  agitatbn ;"  on  which  he 
replied,  **  You  took  them  away,  because 
they  did  not  produce  the  agitation  which 
you  expected."  He  hoped,  that  if  at 
some  future  period  they  should  have,  as 
most  probably  they  would  have,  a  discus- 
sion  on  the  Corn-laws,  it  would  be  con- 
ducted without  that  party  feeling  and 
acrimony  which  had  distinguished  so 
many  of  the  speeches  which  had  been 
made  during  the  present  debate  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  It  wat  most 
unjust,  and  he  thought  it  was  not  neces- 
sary, to  inflame  the  public  mind  by  re- 
peatedly making  the  statement,  that  the 
Corn-laws  were  the  cause  of  the  starva- 
tion of  the  poor,  and  that  the  landlords 
of  England  kept  up  their  rents  for  their 
own  private  benefit,  reckless  of  the  misery 
which  they  inflicted  on  other  membera  of 
the  community.  Commerce  and  agricaU 
ture  must  flourish  or  fall  together.  Ha 
believed  that  many  of  the  evils,  and  much 
of  the  distress  which  existed  in  the  coun- 
try at  the  present  moment,  though  not 
caused,  had  been  greatly  aggravated,  by 
the  course  which  Ministers  had  pursued, 
and  he  trusted  under  a  different  Adminis* 
tration  those  eviU  would  soon  be  rectified* 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Bold, 
the  hon»  and  learned  Gentleman  who  last 
spoke  had  commenced  his  speech  with  the 
intimation  that  he  was  ahout  to  enlighten 
the  House  as  to  what  the  real  subject  before 
them  was>  but  he  must  confess,  that,  al- 
though he  had  listened  with  all  possible 
attention  to  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man, he  had  derived  but  little  information 
from  what  he  had  addressed  to  the  House. 
Something  of  novelty,  indeed,  had  un- 
doubtedly characterised  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  ai^d  learned  Gentleman.  The  House 
must  have  felt  a  little  astonishment  at 
learning,  or  hearing  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  that  they  had  no  right, 
that  they  might  not  dare  to  discuss — that, 
according  t9  the  constitution,  it  was  im- 
possible for  them  to  discuss^-^the  question  of 
the  Corn-laws  on  the  present  occasion. 
Why,  the  appeal  had  been  made  precisely 
on  this  question— the  feeling  of  the  coun- 
try, the  sentiments  of  the  country  had, 
from  one  extremity  to  the  other,  re-echoed 
with  the  discussion  on  this  question.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  told  the  House,  that 
they  came  there  in  a  body,  or  at  least 
bodily,  to  represent  to  the  House  and  to 
the  Sovereign  the  result  of  this;  and  yet, 
on  the  very  first  discussion  in  that  House, 
when  her  Majesty,  in  her  Speech  from 
the  Throne — in  the  speech  of  the  Ministry, 
which  her  Majesty  adopted,  placed  this 
question  distinctly  before  them,  they,  for 
the  first  time,  had  had  it  stated  to  them  as 
a  parliamentary  doctrine,  that  the  House 
had  no  right  to  enter  upon  the  discussion 
of  the  com  question.  He  must  confess  he 
thought  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
had  entirely  failed  in  making  out  his 
point  5  he  had,  indeed,  been  utterly  sur- 
prised at  the  view  the  hon*  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  taken;  and  he  believed 
that,  before  the  end  of  his  speech, 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  him- 
self b^n  to  doubt  as  to  his  own  theory, 
for,  though  he  argued  in  the  outset  that 
the  House  could  not  now  pretend  to  a  right 
to  discuss  ^3  question,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  himsdf  could  not  avoid 
going  into  little  anecdotes  about  his  elec- 
tion eiKperienoe,  in  election  squibs  of  little 
loaves  and  big  loaves.  It  had  been  argued 
that  the  aimj^e  question  before  the  House 
wa9»  whether  the  Government  pow  in 
power  had  the  confidence  of  the  country, 
and  he  did  not  complain  at  all  of  the  course 
which  bon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  taken 
on  tins  occasion ;  he  thought  they  had  a 
perfect  right,  at  the  earliest  opportutiity, 


and  he  further  thought  it  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  afford  them  the  opportunity 
—he  thought  they  had  a  perfect  right,  at 
the  earliest  opportunity,  to  bring  the  ques^ 
tion  of  who  were  to  govern  this  country  to 
a  practical  conclusion.  Whether  or  no  it 
was  expedient  or  proper  to  do  this  in  the 
way  which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had 
determined  on ;  whether  or  no  it  was  ad- 
visable to  follow  out  that  system  of  entire 
silence  with  respect  to  all  die  great  ques* 
tions  before  the  public-— those  great  ques- 
tions which  he  believed  for  the  first  time 
in  Parliamentary  history,  had  become  iden. 
tified  with  a  large  and  important  party  in 
the  state— was  quite  another  question,  on 
which  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer) 
entertained  a  strons  opinion.  He  bebeved 
thoroughly,  that  the  mysticism  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and  hon.  Gentle* 
men  opposite,  had  chosen  to  involve  the 
course  of  their  future  policy  in  reference 
to  those  great  questions,  was  neither  con* 
sistent  with  real  wisdom,  nor,  ultimately, 
with  good  policy.  He  thought  that  the 
party  who  were  candidates  for  power 
ought  frankly  and  openly  to  lay  before 
the  country,  the  course  which,  in  their 
opinion,  ought  to  be  pursued*  But  how- 
ever this  might  be,  whether  or  not  it 
was  proposed  entirely  to  omit  the 
entire  consideration  of  these  great 
questions  —  whether  it  was  proposed 
to  act  the  play  of  Hamlet,  omitting 
the  part  of  Hamlet,  whatever  course  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  moved  and  seconded, 
and  had  hitherto  supported,  the  amend- 
ment, might  approve  of,  he  thought  that 
the  House,  and  that  the  country,  must 
have  been  somewhat  surprised  when  they 
found  that  when  the  Gentlemen  who 
opened  the  debate  brought  forward  these 
charees  against  the  present  Government, 
the  leaders  of  the  great  party  who  backed 
them  persevered  in  their  system  of  entire 
silence,  even  on  those  very  questions  which 
they  themselves  had  brought  forward  as 
charges  elsewhere  against  the  Government, 
and  which  they  themselves  had  elsewhere 
selected  as  subjects  for  discussion.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had  laid  three  dis* 
tinct  counts  against  the  Government,  fairly 
admitting  that  he  was  bound  to  prove  hu 
case,  that  he  was  bound  to  show  satisfac* 
tory  grounds  why  the  present  Government 
was  not  entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the 
country.  The  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
the  amendment,  aad  moved  it  very  ably, 
I  was  followed  by  a  noble  Lord,  who  gave 
I  great  promise  ii^jssmeaoQ  in  biiiutur^ 


S9f         Address  m^Hhoer  {COMMdNS)  ioihit^k-^  Ml 


dtie  would  hik¥e  exp^eted  tB&t  80flliS  df  (he 
gMi  l^efft  bf  tbe  hm;  G^iltledl^h^  piit- 
t)r,  mm  of  lha§i$  Wh6  Bsld  b^il  ilcdU^ 
tditied  ib  eht^if  iHto  th@i6  diAsUssioils,  iidiii(< 
df  Ihdto  Whd  filled  ft  greikt  ^p^^  iii  (He 
]jUBlic  ^ei  ifl  WhoiH  the  Cdhsertatifii  pttr- 
ty  Had  gi«ftt  tdtifidehtti->-thai  SdiiiJs  df 
fbdil^i  ^1  dtiy  tht^j  wdlild  haVe  eiveil  (be 
MiHiJitrj^  hn  d|^portutiit]^  df  AeAtlf  dtideh. 
studding  tbfc  grdUtidS  dti  wbicH  tb^  Wet« 
ttdgyted,  and  of  bridgiilg  forWard  their  de- 
fetibd  A6  adpii^  to  thosb  ^tittdi.  Ih  the 
dbs^Hdd  of  ehtlfgei  nfoth  the  leadeit  of  the 
pAHj  bl  Must  tak«  dp  the  cbiited  as  they 
hiid  beed  diade  by  (be  boht  Qedtiemftd  wha 
d))eded  (he  debate.  That  bdn;  Gebtlemah 
sitttddi  f Hal  tbe  tddh  jgjmmd  on  wbleh  be 
cddftideitd  the  OoTernmeht  bttd  foi-fbited 
febe  cdlifldehde  df  tbe  cdUtitiy,  Was  in  lb6 
^rdftHMidiis  df  EM  Qi^f,  wbieb  bd  sdught 
td  iboW  (hey  bad  edtitely  dep^tted  frdm^ 
NdW|  id  tefbrenctt  to  the&e  ekfg^)  Id 
blrbb|bt|  b(i  WlW  tWd  GetttledieH  opposite 
whom  hd  fihobld  beg  (d  put  ihto  tbfe  cHmia 
dais'  bot  ih  eompahy  wi(b  the  fi'^i^t  Mi« 
diitl^)r.  the  th^e  pHHSiplel  bf  Eafl  Orey^ 
td  Whiisb  tbd  bdd;  Gentledlttii  tef^ffed^ 
Wer^  peaed,  retbfftii  add  ecdnofflyj  In  tbe 
dm  plaedj  as  to  (be  th'eilerytttibti  df  peacci 
tbe  bon.  Oefatledian  had  fhidkly  admitted 
tilMii  iil  his  (Hinsideratidd  of  the  idt^ri'lip^ 
tiddl  df  peaee  Whieh  bad  taken  place  dliMng 
tb^  adtdiflistMtldd  df  the  pi'esedt  Gdferd- 
nltSHti  be  ebtir^ly  discaitled  (he  question  df 
rigbl  m  WMngj  that  whether  the  gMudds 
df  Waf  Wef^  jUslifiable  dt  iidi  was  of  hd 
eohs^quened  witb  bitdt  The  fltst  little 
waf  Wbieb  the  kodi  GiUidddiaA  was  pleased 
Id  Meet  Wtt)  that  at  Antwerp.  He  Wduld 
bl»g  td  adc  Wbelri  W6f1l  bis  hdbld  and  Hgbt 
bdni  Priehd^  dppdsite  (Lofd  Stanley  and 
Sir  Jamei  Ghibadi)  oh  that  beeaiioh? 
We«!a  those  noble  ahd  light  bofi.  Gedtles 
ideh  prepai^d  to  fthbmit  to  theif-  shard  in 
Ibe  thdietttedti  df  Weill  thddtbelf  Midutten 
alddd  (d  be  fbuhd  gtiilty  df  that  iti  wbitih 
tftm  O^bflefhefi  bad  takeil  a  fdU  share  f 
Itd^  at  (bat  (libd  a  tery  battlble  ihdividdal 
id  (hd  AdmihtslratidHi  bad  fdBpeetAlliy  ibl^ 
IdWdd  ih  (be  (neel  of  tbd8d  tWd  gt«at  diedi 
itt  idppdftittg  (bd  wat  wbieb  bad  bedti(bd« 
adatbdttiaiiftedt  Ahd  whe»}  weie  tb§  sadie 
tWd  Gdhtleihett  i&  the  deitt  wa^  Wbi^b  dd^ 
^dri^d?  If  tbe  pte«en(  Odfemment  wafe 
m  fbffeit  (be  eddfidddte  df  tbe  eoudiiy  by 
reandn  ^  tbdsd  twd  waft)  did  tba  boui  did* 
¥eir  of  (lie  atdehditiedt  dleah  td  wj  that  be 
wai  flidpaMl  10  itttttifbr  bistioiifldenf«  td 


tWd  Ogfillefilgfl  Wiio  bad  |HiFilel^fed  in 
those  iWo  Wai^?  As  td  the  pM§s  df 
Eal-1  Grey'5  Gbremmedti  fim  aiffid  tbe 
4u(^Hoh  of  Adfbrin.  Upon  thil  c}d§Kidh 
the  hdn.  Gedtkihad  sedhied  id  adiiiii,  thai 
Odverddiedt  bad  redddmeA  itI  )iledgdsi  bd( 
be  jdstifidd  this  admission  by  btating)  (bat 
hd  believed  they  had  eiarHed  odt  (beii" 
pledges  as  to  t^atiiamedtafy  and  Munieipal 
Refbtld,  faierely  because  ttidy  thought  tbesd 
would  (Sbndiice  to  the  adradcebleht  df  tbeiir 
parliathentary  add  municipal  ihterest  ih  tbd 
obuntfy ;  he  expressed  bis  edh¥ictidd  that 
tbey  bad  bddtt  actuated  by  ihotivei  of  tbd 
meanest  deseHptidn,  and  iU  nd  degree  by 
any  refbrehce  to  tbd  teal  ihterests  df  tbd 
country;  NoW^  if  a  charge  agaih^t  tbd 
present  Government  Wds  to  be  made  tipdH 
these  4Udstidhs,«the  two  Gebtledien  appi^ 
sitd  th{lii  tiertaidly  bd  ihbldded  ih  it ;  fb^ 
ab  to  Parilathetttary  Hefbrtd,  they  Wdfd 
quite  dk  mUbh  pkHiei  td  it  ai^  auy  Gedtldft 
man  oh  tbd  Mihisterial  side  of  tbe  House ; 
add  as  td  diufaidpal  reform,  thdUgh  it  was 
qUitd  trite  they  wei-e  dot  ih  the  MiUlstry  at 
the  time  df  the  forniatidh  tf  tbe  billi  in 
all  (he  prdliriiinary  steptf;  ih  the  address 
Whibb  wak  hiotred  by  the  Hgh(  bdm  Geh« 
ttemah  opddsite  whom  tbey  now  fblldwed, 
tbe  hoble  Lord  add  tbd  right  hoh:  Bafdndt 
were  ^  diueh  committed  as  any  Gdhtlemad 
oh  the  Mihisterial  side  of  the  Hbusd^ 
Itieaf'i  h^r.2  the  noble  LdTd  laid 
'^  heal";  hear/'  bU(  werd  the  MiniStefi  td 
Id^e  the  confidddce  of  tbe  coUntryi  wefd 
they  to  be  dismiiised.  Were  they  to  be 
dbarged  With  the  meanest  motivds,  and  was 
the  boh;  mover  of  the  amehdment  at  tbe 
sahie  Wdttient  sittihg  quietly  at  the  iidd  df 
thd  two  Geiltletnen  Who  had  (bus  takdd 
their  shsPd  ih  tbe  proceedings  so  condemn 
riedi  fd  invest  these  teme  Gbntlemen  With 
(he  edh&dehee  Which  be  said)  theiir  fbrdier 
eolieagUes  Were  hot  Worthy  of,  bdeause  tbe¥ 
alSd  bad  ^rUeipated  ih  the  measuids  Which 
tbdid  (Wo  Gentieitien  had  takeh  a  part  ih  ? 
He  now  eame  to  (be  duestioh  of  eeohdmy  j 
and  bdre  bd  migb(  be  permitted  (9  itati 
idide  few  fbeis  ahd  flgurei  wbieb  hd 
(ltdUgb(  would  brihg  the  H^  itate  df  (binga 
oloK  felearly  fadfbfd  the  lldUee  (bad  (bd 
eatraofdihary  finattdal  details  wbieb  fmai 
difibreht  ^ubi^tdfi  bad  M  adiaidd  ktm.  Tbd 
fldMd  LdTd  whs  sdedftdad  tbe  amehdwddi 
talked  ibuab  about  (he  te^lase  and  prdfli* 
gatd  ekpedditure  df  (bd  Odverhhidiit.  Tbeso 
were  Mere  pbnuMMi  wbiab  it  was  tery  easy 
Id  y  ttefi  NdW  bih  dtt  (kd  dthdr  band)  bad 
bad  sddid  retuwii  firadiddi  with  a  view  df 
ai  ftdrly  ai  tHMkld  brlngi^  idtaii  of  \hm 
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fti^titftil  befoit  Ikd  HdUte  $  ^nft  tie  ^otild 
i^fc  tak6  the  liberty  df  callirig  the  attmitimi 
(if  tbto  HoUttk  to  tottte  retuhis  Whkh  h6  te^ 
lieved  thejr  had  bll  i^eeiVed;  The  ilHt 
tefWited  to.  the  ))iiblie  intottie  diid  ekpendl- 
tufe  frdtii  183S  tb  1840.  IH  thilt  tetuftt 
b^  had  takeil  tile  liberty  bf  ftliowing  the 
Whole  Of  the  expetiditure  iii  feyerf  item,  tk) 
lh«i  tbifl  return  would  gi¥e  the  fullest  ftiid 
IHIeflt  View  of  the  tiifttter.  In  the  Ate 
yeafs  of  doVemttietit  preeediiig  the  yii^i 
1830  this  Average  Expenditure  pejr  aiinUin 
Was  04j999iOOO/.,  including  every  item, 
thfe  «Hrerage  expenditUi'e  ^  the  Whig  Gd- 
tviiiM^t  fiinee  the  return  of  Lord  MeU 
b^ume;  itl  1883.  wfts  52^  148,0001.  \  SO  that 
the  ttVef age  df  the  expenditure  df  fire  yeikri 
Of  \h»  preSetit  Oovemmeilt,  as  fidmpared 
With  fitr^  years  of  the  Qofertitnedt  df  the 
fight  hou.  Batonet  Was  less  by  the  atindal 
ititft  df  9j450i000/.  He  WaS  Hot  tiiakiiig  this 
ebiUpafiSotl  with  the  Yiew  df  aceusitag  the 
Amier  Qdvehlifleiit  bf  having  If^nt  ttidte 
thttti  WM  neeessaty  (bl-  the  put>pdse§  of  the 
WUnt^  \  be  was  not  charging  them  with 
rickleM  and  fifofiiglite  expenditure,  but  he 
fflttde  the  eoiupaHson  in  defetibe  df  ft  Q\3^ 
ferbttent  Whieb  hftd  been  charged  with 
Hicklesi  and  {ttttfligate  eitpenditufe.  tie 
Might  p^fbapS  be  told,  "Yes,  this  M  all 
vei>y  well  *,  but  ydU  linow  that  the  Duke  of 
Wellibgtdb'ft  OoVetnUietit  only  lasted  three 
ye&fSj  end  yoU  should  conipat'e  yduf  Ave- 
riiges  With  tbeie  three  years."  He  admitted 
quite  fet^iljr  that  the  right  bun.  Gentle^ 
tttttt  b^pdftlte  )mA  \iiA  it  in  his  p^er,  and 
bud  Atftiled  himself  of  the  uppoHUnity,  td 
nduee  the  etpendlture  uf  the  ebUhtt^  mx^ 
Hd^i^lyi  ttnd  tbiM  Mmissloh  be  had  fre- 
quently Aftde^  fbt  it  hftd  not  been  hiB  hibit 
id  ebtlfge  the  fight  bon.  Bdfbnet  With 
feekleis  and  ptuffigate  etpenditufe.  Let 
hlAi  Ihetaj  ttiake  the  eompflristin  with  fe- 
ilmnee  tu  tb«6e  three  yeafs ;  the  AVefdge 
eipendilUft  of  the  thfee  yeaM  befbfe  1880 
WM  38,469(000;^  per  annum ;  duflng  the 
five  years  of  Ldfd  Mdbduine's  fidittinistfft- 
ikM  fbiidwittg  1883)  the  eattjenditure  was 
98,i48iO00i<i  au  thfti  the  saving,  fas  an»& 
pifed  wub  the  thfee  yettft  fefeffed  tO} 

WAI  l)ftl8,000/.  per  iinnUm.  jAg^lti,  he 
Wbtild  bdrnpftfe  the  annual  eittienfitufe  bf 
llM  Duke  or  Wellingtdn  with  the  yefti*  ju^t 
{NH^  ft  year  itf  ^efy  ezpendve  ehafaetef ,  In 
whieii  iuttuttemble  eittienses  had  tu  be  met, 
arising  out  bf  the  affaifs  of  dabada^  China, 
ttifl  the  Levant^  and  even  in  this  Veaf,  the 
f9m»  8xnendltut«  tit  the  yeaf  1840  was 
im  msk  that  ef  the  thtte  yeafs  rf  the 
t»ttln  of  WeUittgtoti  by  18,006/.   He  ^ 


tkUhi 


SiA 


Would  naw  turn  to  abbthef  subject  Wbi6li 
had  been  inucb  touched  iipdH  itt  the 
HdUse,  and  still  more  to  ob  the  buHiihgS^ 
the  national  debt;  It  shbuld  noti  in  falfs 
neasi  be  fofgotten  that  the  batibb  bad  bad 
under  the  present  6t)VerbMeht  thruWil 
Updn  it  the  heavy  additibhal  bufden  df 

twenty  millions,  ai  the  ebmpensafiuH  in 

the  West-India  pfopHetoM}  he  did  htti 
mean  to  refer  to  this  as  tb  d  Subjeet  bf  f  e- 
gi^t,  but  he  meant  td  say,  that  it  was  fbif, 
when  they  came  td  make  these  bbffi^isdn^ 
that  they  should  make  Idme  allowance  fof 
the  debt  which  had  been  thua  thrown  dti 
the  nation  for  a  great;  a  humane,  a  nobld 
ol;)ect>  Now  how  did  the  debt  ^tand  if  It 
was  taken  in  this  WayF  In  1831,  wheii 
the  Whig  Govemmcht  came  into  bficei 
the  whole  debt  including  eVgiy  Item,  Wa§ 
888i549,000/.  On  the  5tb  Jattiiaty,  1841, 
including  ail  the  previous  items,  and,  in  ad- 
dition^ the  twenty  millidnS  of  WeSt-lrtdbt 
eumpensatidnj  thei%  was  Ud  incfeaie  df  the 
public  debt;  on  the  cdhtfaiy,  thei«  waB  a 
decrease  of  dne  million.  But,  gUpposingi 
the  West-India  loan  had  not  been  eons 
tracted,  suppose  ibey  bad  been  left  td  the 
advantage  df  the  compat'ison  as  it  WdtilU 
otherwise  baVe  Stdod,  hoW  then  wdUld  the 
account  have  appeared  ?  In  1891  the  debt 
Was  838,349,0001:}  in  1841,  bicluHve  of 
the  twenty  ttlllitibs,  it  waa  813,935^,0001., 
making  a  feduetion,  had  there  been  bd 
tWetity  millldns  Iban^  of  iWeiity-tWd  mil- 
lions in  round  numbers.  Between  \^%H, 
and  1841,  euppdsing  thefe  had  lieen  nd 
twenty  miiltons  idan,  thefe  wuuld  have  been 
a  feduction  bf  thif teen  mlllionii  bf  debt,  but 
thisof  coursebadbeenmdre  thaneounleitteted 
by  the  West-India  loan.  He  bow  catte  td 
a  (idne  upon  which  he  felt  considerable  ins 
tei«stj  a  Itatemebt  had  been  circulated, 
that  the  fights  and  seeurities  of  the 
holdefs  of  mnnef  in  the  savings^  banks^  had 
been  jeopafdised  by  him.     NdW,  the  dUbS^ 

tion  of  these  bntiki  had  been  the  subjeet 
df  discussion  in  the  same  way  long  faefufe 
be  efef  came  ihtu  oftee;  but  whatevef 
filial  b8  tbbbght  of  the  anplitatlbu  ta 
thefte  banks,  in  a  pblitiaal  {x^iut  of  view,  he 
thought  btith  sides  bf  the  Mouse  Would 
ebncuf  with  him  in  stating  that  thefe  waa 
nbthing  ta  give  the  bddefs  ef  muney 
in  these  baiHrd  any  oecasion  tn  f^f  fbf 
their  sedtiritles.  In  point  df  ftet,  therd 
wefe  the  same  guarantees,  the  same  £!ra 
cbequet  bills,  the  same  Cdflsdlidated  i\M^ 
the  name  godd  Mth  df  I^arliament^ipnlieaAT 
ble  td  tbeae  as  to  all  uthef  i\inds^|-i!^d;^^le 
an  Idea  tt»  the  euAtfazy  atiii  pfeiftdted^  b« 


31 1        AddreH  in  Answer 


{COMMONS} 


to  the  Speech —  812 


was  sure  tliat  the  rigbt  bon.  Member  for 
Cambridge,  if  that  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  did  him  the  honour  to  reply  to  him 
on  this  occasion^  would  corroborate 
him  in  the  statement^  that  the  aecuri. 
ties  of  savings  banks  were  not  affected. 
If  the  House  looked  back  to  the  course  of 
financial  history,  they  would  find,  that  up 
to  the  appointment  of  the  finance  commit* 
tee*  the  admitted  policy  of  finance  was 
this,  that  Parliament  was  bound  to  lay 
aside  a  sinking  fund  of  five  millions  a  year 
towards  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt. 
In  1827  the  finance  committee  reported, 
that,  in  the  first  place,  however  this  theory 
might  have  been  kept  up  to  blind  the  eye 
of  the  public,  it  was  ouite  clear  that  this 
surplus  had  not  been  kept  up;  and  that, 
in  point  of  fact,  in  the  year  1826,  instead 
of  a  sinking  fund  of  five  millions  being 
laid  by,  there  was  an  actual  deficit  of 
645,000/.,  and  in  1827  a  deficit  of  826,000/. 
The  finance  committee  added,  that  thoueh 
five  millions  was  too  laree  a  sum  to  be 
kept  up  as  a  sinking  fund,  yet  it  recom- 
mended that  an  annual  surplus  of  three 
millions  should  be  kept  up  for  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  national  debt,  a  recommenda* 
tion  which  had  turned  out  to  be  almost  as 
much  a  dead  letter  as  the  former.  From 
1830  to  the  present  time>  the  policy  of 
Lord  Althotp  had  been  pursued,  and  that 
policy  was  simply  this :  that  the  attempt  by 
a  heavy  sinking  fund  to  make  an  impres- 
sion on  the  debt  was  not  the  best  mode  of 
relieving  the  people ;  that  it  was  a  much 
wiser  course  to  levy  taxes  as  low  as  possi- 
ble; to  leave  only  that  surplus  which  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  security,  and»  by 
increasing  the  productive  powers  of  the 
country,  to  enable  the  country  to  bear  its 
fixed  duties  better,  and  thus  better  to  bear 
the  burden  of  the  debt  than  if  it  were  no- 
minally lessened*  This  was  the  policy  of 
Lord  Althorp,  and  if  he  was  mistaken  in 
describing  it,  the  two  gentlemen  oppo8ite» 
who  were  parties  to  that  policy,  could  cor-* 
rect  him.  The  natural  result  of  this  sys« 
tem,  of  course,  was,  that  in  any  case  of 
emeraency  requiring  extraordinary  outlay, 
the  Government  would  be  bound  to  call 
upon  the  country  for  additional  means  to 
meet  the  occasion.  Instances  of  this  kind 
occurred  under  a  former  Government  in 
the  case  of  the  expedition  to  Portugal,  and 
inore  lately  in  the  case  of  Canada^  China, 
and  Syria;  other  expeditions  were  required 
which  it  would  be  impossible  to  provide 
for  without  additional  means  gnmted  for 
|be  purpose.    This  was  the  policy  which 


her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  followed,  and 
he  thought  it  a  very  good  one.  He  would 
beg  the  House  just  to  look  at  the  practical 
results  exhibitea  during  the  last  ten  years 
of  this  system  of  finance,  and  in  doing  so 
he  would  bee  again  to  refer  to  the  paper 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  which  he 
thought  a  very  useful  one.  He  found  that 
in  1831.  the  revenue  was  51,000,0002L  and 
odd.  Since  that  period,  under  the  admi- 
nistration of  Lord  Spencer  and  Jjord  Mont- 
eagle,  up  to  the  date  of  the  alteration  in 
the  Post-office  department,  six  millions  of 
taxation  had  been  taken  off,  and  what  had 
been  the  result  P  Why,  that  the  revenue 
had  increased  in  1839  to  51,927,000/.  In 
fact,  although  taxation  had  been  taken  off 
to  the  extent  of  six  millions,  the  revenue 
instead  of  falling  off  had  actually  increased. 
Amongst  other  taxes  which  had  been  taken 
off  was  that  upon  paper ;  and  upon  this 
subject  he  recollected  that  a  noble  Lord, 
whom  he  saw  opposite,  was  the  very  party 
who  stood  up,  and  called  upon  his  noUe 
Friend,  Lord  Monteagle,  to  take  off  this 
item  of  taxation.  Then,  with  respect  to 
the  reduction  on  the  stamp  duties  on  news« 
papers.  When  this  alteration  was  proposed, 
the  objections  raised  against  it  was  not 
upon  the  principle  that  taxation  should  not 
be  taken  oS,  but  that  it  would  be  preferable 
to  take  off  the  duty  on  soap:  and  a  discus- 
sion was  raised  as  to  the  relative  importance 
of  **  cheap  soap"  and  **  cheap  knowledge." 
He  now  came  to  the  question  of  the  Post- 
office.  He  had  always  heard,  and  he  now 
heard  when  this  subject  was  mentioned, 
jeers  from  the  other  side  of  the  House,  as 
if  this  new  Post-office  system  had  already 
proved  an  entire  failure,  and  was  found^ 
upon  a  fallacy.  He  might  be  allowed  to 
say,  that  this  was  not  the  tone  which  was 
used  when  this  measure  was  under  discus- 
sion in  this  House.  He  recollected  that 
the  right  hon*  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Tamworth,  stated  on  that  occasion,  that  he 
admitted  the  great  benefit  which  would 
result  from  a  reduction  of  Uiis  tax,  that  he 
would  not  attempt  to  underrate  the  im« 
portance  of  the  advantages  which  might 
be  expected  from  it ;  but  the  ri^ht  hon* 
Baronet  added  that,  at  the  same  time  that 
this  reduction  was  made,  provision  should 
be  made  by  the  addition  of  equivalent 
taxes,  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  state, 
and  concluded  by  declaring,  that  if  that 
was  done  he  should  be  prepared  to  support 
the  proposition.  The  question,  therefore, 
was  not  as  to  the  propriety  of  taking  off 
taxes,  but  whether  equivdent  taxation 
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ffhould  be  imposed  at  the  same  moment^  to 
make  up  any  deficiency  which  might  result 
irom  it.  Lord  Monteagle  was  opposed  to 
this ;  he  recommended  that  time  should  be 
allowed  to  try  the  experiment  and  ascer- 
tain what  addition,  if  any,  of  taxation, 
would  be  required  before  they  imposed  any ; 
and  that  thu  would  be  the  business  of  a 
future  session.  Was  there  any  pretence  to 
8ay«  that  the  promise  and  pledge  of  Lord 
Monteagle  on  this  subject  had  not  been 
fairly  and  completely  taken  upon  them- 
selves by  the  parties  who  had  succeeded 
him  in  office  ?  Had  there  been  any  back- 
wardness or  hesitation  to  impose  the  addi* 
tional  taxes  which  the  case  required  ?  He 
must  say,  that  he  thought  that  the  attacks 
which  had  been  so  often  repeated  by  gen- 
tlemen on  this  subject  showed  that  they 
were  rather  apt  to  forget  the  real  state  of 
the  question  j  and  in  some  instances  their 
own  Totes  in  respect  to  it.  He  now  came 
to  say  a  few  wox^s  in  reference  to  that  final 
measure  which  he  had  the  honour  of  pro« 
posing  to  the  House  in  the  last  Session  of 
Parliament.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
seemed  to  be  determined  not  to  discuss 
this  question  just  now.  For  his  own 
part,  indeed,  he  must  say,  that  he  felt  no 
Yery  strong  inclination  to  go  over  again 
ldl  the  grounds  which  had  been  so  often 
urged  on  this  questions  but  this  he 
would  say,  that  if  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site would  not  meet  them  on  the  subject 
now,  the  time  would  come  when  they 
must  meet  it.  If  all  was  mystery  at  pre- 
sent, the  time  would  come  when  the  veil 
of  darkness  would  be  drawn  aside,  and  this 
threatening  mountain  bring  forth  its  ridu 
cuius  mus.  And  he  must  say,  he  should 
be  very  much  surprised  if  some  of  the 
future  measures  of  the  Government  which 
would  follow  the  present  one,  should  not 
exhibit  some  little  assimilation  to  those 
which  her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  them- 
selves endeavoured  to  carry.  But  although 
they  were  told,  that  here  they  had  no  ri^t 
to  discuss  questions  of  this  kindy  that  the 
question  now  was  only  one  of  confidence 
or  no  confidence,  there  were  places  to 
which  this  prohibition  did  not  extend,  and 
where  the  budget,  though  interdicted  here, 
was  discussed  with  warmth  and  interest. 
With  respect  to  one  of  the  points  of  this 
budget,  he  had  seen  a  statement  which  he 
must  say,  had  surprised  him  not  a  little. 
It  was  there  said,  that  the  proposed  alter- 
ation in  the  Corn-laws  would  be  of  no 
value  to  the  consumer,  that  it  would  prove 
%  delusion  in  respect  to  revenue^  and  ut- 


terly useless  to  trade  and  commerce  ;  and» 
in  shorty  that  it  was  something  like  mad« 
ness  in  any  one  to  make  such  a  proposition* 
Now,  if  the  party  who  made  this  declara* 
tion  happened  to  have  formerly  been  a 
member  of  a  cabibet,  which  had  brought 
forward  a  similar  proposition — ^being  him- 
self a  person  who,  from  his  position,  had 
had  very  great  experience  in  financial 
measures;  more,  if  the  person  who  made 
this  declaration  had  himself  been  a  party 
in  bringing  forward  a  similar  financial 
delusion — a  measure  which  would  be  of  no 
advantage  either  to  trade  or  to  the  re- 
venue ;  if  he  was  one  who  knowingly  and 
wittingly  assented  to  this  delunon,  when 
brouglit  forward  in  this  House  by  Lord 
Spencer — he  must  say,  that  they  might 
talk  of  clinging  to  office,  and  shifting  right 
about  face,  and  so  forth ;  but  he  was  sur- 
prised that  any  statesman  in  this  country 
could,  under  any  circumstances,  have  per- 
mitted himself  so  to  assist  in  proposing  a 
measure  of  which  he  entertained  such  an 
opinion.  But  such  a  person  having  been 
a  party  at  the  time  to  the  proposition  of  such 
a  measure,  having  given  his  testimony  to 
the  estimate  that  it  would  yield  so  many 
hundreds  of  revenue  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  prove  of  great  benefit 
to  the  trading  interests, — if  that  person 
now  turned  round  on  him,  and  cnarged 
him  with  an  ofience  for  bringing  forward 
the  very  same  measure,  he  must  say,  that 
he  did  not  think  such  a  person's  opinion 
in  financial  matters  could  be  held  entitled 
to  very  groat  weight.  Having  detained 
the  House  so  long,  he  would  say  but  a 
very  few  words,  beforo  he  sat  down,  in 
reference  to  the  great  question  of  the 
Corn-laws.  This  was  a  question  which 
ought  not  to  be  viewed  simply  and  barely 
as  one  of  financial  interest.  No  doubt  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  mag- 
nitude of  its  bearings  were  such,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  any  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  look  at  any  question  of 
finance  without  the  Corn-laws  coming  in 
as  an  ingredient  in  the  matter,  or  to  enter- 
tain any  financial  scheme,  without  first 
inquiring  what  was  the  state  of  the  harvest, 
and  what  were  the  people's  abilities  for 
consumption.  If  they  looked  at  the  ques- 
tion in  this  light,  therefore^  it  was  cer^ 
tainly  a  question  of  revenue ;  but  if  they 
then  turned  to  the  other  wide  and  important 
bearings  of  the  subject,  the  question  of 
revenue  sunk  into  comparative  insignifi- 
cance. He  should  not,  however,  enter 
further  upon  the  subject  at  present,  for 


Ill       A<klm$kAmwer  {OOMM0N$} 
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limgi  MVP  iimple  Qppqniinitieg  gf  doing  sq. 
In  §Kp(?eg4ing  big  dislike  to  tha  ^v^dun^ 
Cpun-Uwi,  he  W90  quite  prepared  to  ^dmit 
Ihat  (hero  WM  no  region  to  charge  thofip 
who  bftd  h^n  the  means  of  passing  them 
with  any  intenUon  to  impose  hardships 
upon  fmy  partipglar  cl^ss  of  persons.  Their 
0f^t  plyeot  w4Si  to  ensure  something  like  a 
Isfid  Hnd  l§¥ri  pfi60  of  corn ;  hut  from 
thi  ^peri^nee  pf  (he  last  five  y^dvs,  it  was 
bu(  lop  evident  that  in  that  ol^ect  they 
had  hmn  utterly  disappointed;  and  they 
hgd  le^rn^  at  least  this  lesson  from  t\mt 
•UPPn^pp^TT-ft  lesson  very  difficuU  for  men 
IP  Iwrprrrth^t  the  less  they  attempted  to 
mk^r  up  gnd  interfere  with  matters  of 
tr^e  th^  bsttpr*  ^e  saw  opposite  tp  him  a 
powerful  pAFty  nPW  on  the  threshold  pf 
oftoe,  end  when  they  did  come  intp  pqwer^he 
would  entr^t  them  to  give  their  immediate 
oonsidepation  tp  this  subject,  with  a  view 
to  erriving  at  some  settlement  of  it  which 
might  helssting  und  advantageous  to  the 
fipuntry.  He  wpqld  intreat  the  landed 
interests,  if  they  saw  that  the  question, 
however  they  might  struggle  tq  resist  it, 
must  inevitably  he  settled  at  last  by  some 
revision  of  duties*  and  some  measure  which, 
in  reality  if  not  in  nf  n^,  should  establish 
A  fiiced  duty-r-he  would  earnestly  entreat 
thfm,  if  thfiy  foresaw  this,  to  he  wise  in 
lime,  An4  wbil^  they  were  powerful,  to 
DK^rqise  th^ir  power  in  g  way  to  lead  to  An 
tmi^ble  e4instment  of  this  gre%t  question. 
If  tbf^  did  nQ^>  t.l^y  would  be  planting 
in  tho  vitfls  of  th^  epuntry  ^  rancorous 
WQund  \  on^e  of  the  most  fatal,  be  fear4ad, 
which  hud  ^er  b^n  inflicted  upon  it. 

^If.  Gouliium  said,  it  had  not  been  bis 
iPl§«|ion  1/9  e^r  mv  obfteryatlons  to  the 

Hmm  m  ^Im  quefjtion  now  b^forp  it,  be- 
ftw^  the  qupstipn  FjagJIy  befofp  the  House 
WiWpf  fw  simple  #nd  pl»iu  »  cli^rj^ter — was 
SP  ^h'M'QUghly  iJnJoT^t£>pd  by  the  country 
And  the  HPMWt  '^^^^^  ^^  i-^t^uld  ri^uirc  no  od- 
^itipn^  4^Vieh»^|iLT)i,  an 4  also  froni  a  feel- 
Wg  (f^  tkf^  f'i&^  ^^*'"*  Gentlemen  oppositp, 
p^S^mipg  tl^j|(  Un.'y  ^i^ftjcipatcd  in  tbg 
fjfU^etjf  ^I'hi^  ]uni  Men/U;i>  mujit  feel, 
fni  ^bi^'h  ^  Ff^itiiviU  oi'^  tbt?  Bm^i-il  of 
Jm^  h^  ^Njjj^^il— ^jat  tlie  dcciislon  on 
^k^  (H^^  P^  tlW  im^Tm^ti^^t  should  not  be 
#l«yfi4'  U  >yf^  ^Rf  tl**^*  fcasans  that  be 
b^il  ii^fep^ed  (p  ^i^ffim  l^^p^if  to  u  mk-n| 
yoy^  Pft  /tif  f^^^-r^^^}^  iim  lie  j.vas  £up^ 
tfraf  jrh^  ff/?u^  w^v^y  ^1  ^/lut  t^he  alliens 
»frM*  JH  i«p^  W.^fc  by  tlie  right  hon. 
mnfi^mf>  Wk'  *mJ  j/^wt  ^tat  down  u>  t^ 


the  pufiod  of  tba  last  ten  ywiW)  md  af 
thA  p<wt  which  he  had  borne  in  th 
transActionsrr^that  it  would  not  be  Jugt 
those  who  h«d  not  paid  much  attenti 
tq  stAtementi  of  this  kind,  not  at  01 
to  stAte  the  reAson  why  his  views  on  th 
questions  of  finance  were  of  a  different  cl 
rector;  and  he  thought  he  should 
groAtly  if  he  did  not  convince  the  Hq 
that  the  stAtements  of  the  right  bon-  Gi 
tlpman  pould  not  be  possibTy  jufitified 
fscts.  Ha  would  then,  pass  at  once 
what  was  of  a  more  financial  chaiActei 
the  speech  of  the  right  bon.  Centlem 
He  iVlX'  Gonlburn)  would  merely  all 
in  passing  to  what  had  fallen  from  him 
the  bud^t  which  wus  disposed  pf  in 
lASt  Session  of  Parliament,  and  pn  wl 
the  right  bon.  Gentleman  had  m^de  a 
passing  obserirations ;  and  tije  fir4  reuq 
which  he  should  make  was  this«  that  tho 
thp  prominent  feature  of  that  budget 
An  aJt^ration  of  the  sug^r  duties — altho 
they  had  contested  that  point  with 
right  ban.  Gentleman— although  that  rj 
hon*  Gentleman  had  maintained  that  a 
duPtipn  of  the  duty  on  sugar  was  necjsss 
and  that  the  supply  of  sug^r  would  in 
ture  be  so  limited>  as  to  render  it  neces 
In  paII  in  Aid  the  produce  of  slave  emiut 
And  though  this  argumpnt  hnd  been 
tinctly  m^  on  that  (the  ConAsrvaliire) 
of  the  House  by  contradictions,  the  r 
hoif .  GenileniAn  hAd  cArefplly  avoided 
iog,  ooA  word  on  tbnt  part  pf  his  bq 
which  WA»i  in  poini  o^  argum^t,  tbe  1 
psiesspd  on  him  in  point  of  principle 
most  iwportAnt,  and  in  ppint  of  reye 
the  most  obvioiis.  Why  h44  ^bere  I 
this  silence  uu  thp  prfi«ent  pccasiDn  ? 
fact  ^'As  simply  tj)is,  thA^  every  pr^ic 
whlsb  b;Ml  been  madp  on  that  (the  Cpi 

yAtive)  aUi^  pf  thp  Hpu^e  hAd  fa^n  Ai 
vpti^ed  by  th^  f^  it^  hAd  AincG 
cprr^d.  JUa  right  hon.  Q^^em»n  k 
as  well  as  bt;  (Mjr.  Gowlbiarn)  tfid,  thai 
sypplics  nf  fugAr  froin  the  £as^  and  ^ 
Indices  Imd^  during  the  th)^  fn^Bthf  W 

hAd  aI^p^^i  fipfifi  thp  di^usfoon  pn 
question,  mff^  than  i^ce^g4  the  imj 
4nring  thA  i^orre^ponding  ppripd  la^t  ] 
and  had  ^i;peedpd  the  anticipations  ol 
House ;  tbA^  ^  consumption  of  She  c 
^  M  riim  ^  #  poini;  |ha|,  if  during 

F^mmm  m§  mpn^hs  it^^iw  Anwiciai 

'^\  wm  Pft  }u  tfc^  9ma  mio  as  it  kad 
suic^  tkfi  5ih  4tf  k^  Il»y9  U  would  be  < 
to  ti^  grea^^  j^nff^ption  of  jth^t  /eon 

iiX9  4^  M  jmfmmr^    Tk/^  } 


ftir 


A^cumii 
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of  Trtikt  had  alluded  to  tha  aacoanto  of 
•agar  from  January  to  Juoa  last,  aqd  Arom 
the  foturn  of  those  six  months  which 
riiowed  a  dofloiancjr  of  supply  in  that 
|ieriod,  had  attempted  to  support  the  argu-* 
meat  which  he  had  used  on  the  last  oc- 
i»iion«  But,  thinking  that  there  was  some- 
thing rather  suspicious  in  his  not  alluding 
to  the  subsequent  returns,  he  (Mr.  OouL 
bum)  bad  availed  himself  of  the  infer** 
mation  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
Memhevs  of  that  House  to  obtain,  and  he 
was  now  in  a  situation  to  declare  that  the 
consumption  of  the  three  months  ending 
the  5th  of  August  of  the  present  year  ex- 
eaeded  the  consumption  of  the  same  period 
last  year  i  and,  if  it  proceeded  during  the 
remaining  nine  months  at  the  rale  at  which 
it  had  gone  on,  and  there  was  ground  for 
believiBg  it  would,  as  the  price  was  so 
mueh  reduced,  the  consumption  would  be 
oieater  than  in  any  former  year.  So  much 
ror  the  omission  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man of  the  piomioent  subject  of  the 
budget.  But  th^  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  next  thought  fit  to  touch  on  the  sub- 
jeet  of  timber,  and  this  with  reference  to 
observatimismade  not  in  that  House,  but  in 
another  place }  iq  that  pla(»,  observations 
bad  been  made,  which  the  right  hop.  Gentle- 
man said  were  erroneous,  and  he  mustexpress 
his  surprise,  that,  having  been  made  in  the 
paesenee  of  the  fint  finaaoial  officer  of  t)ie 
Crown,  in  the  hearing  of  the  first  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  that  noUe  Lord  did  not 
sibeek  th^  enov  and  preyent  the  misstato- 
me&t  aping  abroad.  He  knew  the  aceti- 
ney  of  the  person  horn  whom  the  senti- 
ments adverted  to  by  the  right  hon.  Oen- 
tieman  were  supposed  to  have  proceeded, 
and  lie  knew  the  acateness  of  that  Lord  of 
the  Tsaasury  before  whom  this  stocemeat 
had  be^n  made ;  and  not  having  the  state- 
ment on  either  side  by  him,  he  thought  it 
was  not  too  muek  to  suppose,  that — where 
one  pasty  was  acknowledged  to  be  able  and 
eog9iaaiit  of  the  fscU  no  ie«  than  the  other, 
the  scaimneat  which  it  was  now  endeavoured 
to  MntiyiHot  in  the  absence  of  the  party  who 
made  tkeiq,  eould  not  be  eoatradictad  in 
his  presenso  But  as  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tisi^Mi  had  broa^d  |his  sul^ect,  he  might 
be  pesmkted  to  sail  the  atteoti^  of  the 
HiMise  to  some  otvcumstaoees  ^onneoted 
wkh  U,  wkiidk  might  not  peiliaps  appear  to 
the  Heuae  to  al&id  a  mat  gvouod  of  oon- 
fidei^e  to  the  financial  abiUty  of  her  M a- 
jeety's  Goeeninieyit.  Those  Membem  of 
|im  House  who  wore  in  the  last  Pariiammi^ 
th«t  the  eight  koa. 


Gentleman  brought  forward  an  altemt|oa 
in  the  timber  duty  with  a  view  of  provide 
ing  600,000/.  to  meet  the  services  of  the 
coming  year.  The  measure  was  brought 
forward  as  a  measure  of  finanee-«-it  was 
brought  forward  further  to  meet  the  ser- 
viees  of  the  coming  year.  It  did  so  happen 
that  documents  sometimes  made  their  way 
to  the  public,  otherwise  than  through  com- 
munications Arum  Members  of  her  Map- 
jest's  Government ;  and  he  had  happened 
to  find  that  the  Governor-general  of  Canada 
had  thought  proper  to  lay  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  Canada  the 
letter  which  he  had  addressed  to  the 
noble  Lord  containing  his  views  with  re- 
spect to  the  timber  duties,  and  the  sub* 
stance  of  which  he  (Mr.  Goulbum^  would 
now  read  to  the  House.  It  was  addressed 
by  Lord  Sydenham  to  Lord  J.  Russell, 
and  was  dated  April  last,  and,  he  presumed, 
was  in  the  noble  Lord's  possession  at  the 
time  the  original  statement  was  made. 

''  Great  alarm,"  said  the  poble  Lord,  "  {s 
naturally  felt  by  those  engaged  in  the  timber 
trade  in  Canada  at  the  prospect  of  any  altera^ 
tion  in  the  duties  levied  on  wood  in  the  United 
Kingdom!  which  may  afiact  the  protection 
hitherto  afiforded  ig  colonial  tjmbar  and  deplf ; 
but  the  question  musi,  of  course,  be  resolved  by 
the  Government  and  (hf  Imperial  Parliamcpt, 
according  to  the  view  which  they  xq^y  take  pf 
the  general  interests  of  the  eippire.  I  con- 
ceive,  however,  that  io  any  change  wbjch  may 
be  determined  upon  in  these  duties,  if  it  be 
one  which  wiU  disturb  iba  -  ppopovtions  which 
the  colonial  and  foieign  timber  irade  hear  to 
each  other  unjer  (pxisting  laws,  care  will  hp 
taken  to  diminish  as  HBucb  as  po#sibl^  the  ipw 
to  individuals  by  rendering  thschfiQga  gr^ual; 
as  such  a  co^^se  is  cert^iply  the  most  iu^t  i^s 
well  as  the  most  politic.  But,  above  all^  1 
must  express  my  hope  that,  in  yvhatever  }|ltera« 
tion  is  adopted,  the  recommendation  of  the 
aommittse  of  183i,  of  which  I  was  ebaic 
man,  will  be  adhered  to,  nanoely,  that  the 
change  shall  not  aflEect  lh«  impoi tatiooi  of  the 
year»  which  wpvid  be  an  act  of  aj^tjrfime  hir^ 
ship  upon  the  cobnif^l  trade^  inasmijph  m§  it 
only  can  b^  carried  pp  by  engagefijents  ep.^ 
lered  into  many  months  oefore  the  time  at 
which  the  sroods  can  be  actually  shipped,  and 
therefore  ell  the  shipments  tobts  made  this 
year  have  been  entered  upon  on  the  mith  of 
the  oresent  law,  and  eanaot  now  be  eountea- 
maaded  or  stopped,'' 

Weve  the  Goveninient  ignorant  of  the 
ftiot,  that  timber  Impovted  from  Canada  was 
ordered  a  long  time  befoie  it  ajqdved  ?  If 
tliey  were,  did  their  ignorance  of  so  simple  a 
liset  f>rm  a  ground  of  eonftdefice  in  Hioir 
oomflseffcial  and  Ananoial  policy  $  a«d  U  they  t 
wen  «ot  ignorant,  but  siwaitt  of  it,  dUlgU 
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form  a  ground  of  confidence  in  the  Chan- 
cellor m  the  Exchequer^  who  came  down 
to  the  House,  regardless  of  the  fact>  to  lay 
before  it  a  proposition  for  increasing  the 
duty  upon  the  article  of  colonial  timber^  as 
a  means  for  meetine  the  existing  wants  of 
the  Exchequer  ?    He  now  proceeded  to  the 
other  part  of  the  financial  discussion  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman^  in  which  he  com- 
plained of  statements  that  had  been  made 
at  the  recent  elections  regarding  the  finan- 
cial conduct  of  the  present  Administration, 
and  in  which  he  thought,  by  a  reference 
to  papers,  to  convince  the  House  that  those 
statements  were  unfounded,  and  that  the 
Administration  of  the  present  Government 
was  less  faulty  than  was  generally  sup- 
posed.   Whose  fault  was  it  Uiat  such  state- 
ments had  been  made  }  Not  his  (Mr.  GouU 
bum's)  or  those  with  whom  he  acted,  for  he 
had  taken  special  precaution,  on  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  intention  to  dissolve 
Parliament,  to  move  for  the  production 
of  papers  in  that  House  which  would  have 
shown  the  real  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  country»  in  order  that  there  might  be 
no  difficulty  or  doubt  upon  the  point  in 
the  mind  of  the    several  constituencies. 
When  were    those    papers  presented? — 
Only  the  day  before  yesterday !  He  had 
moved    for   those  papers  in    order  that 
the  public  at   large   might  obtain  from 
them  a  perfect  and   concise   account  of 
how  the  matter  stood,  rather  than  that 
they  should   be  depending  for  their  in- 
formation on  incidental  debates  in   that 
House  upon  questions  involving  a  multi- 
tude of  figures,  to  which  even  the  attention 
of  the  House  itself  could  scarcely  be  ex* 
pected.    So  far,  then,  as  the  ignorance  of 
the  electors  was  concerned,  the  fault  did 
not  lie  with  him  or  those  with  whom  he 
acted.     But  he  thought  he  could  make  it 
dear  to  the  House,  that  the  electors  had  not 
been  much  misled,  and  that  the  statements 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made 
were  in  many  points  altogether  fallacious. 
The  first  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man referred  was  the  comparative  expendi- 
ture between  antecedent  Administrations 
and  that  of  which  he  was  a  Member ;  and 
here  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  and  said 
truly,  "take  the  average  expenditure  of 
five  years,  including  the  three  years  of  the 
Duke  of  Wellington's  Administration,  and 
the  averace  expenditure  of  the  last  five 
years,  and  you  will  find  that  the  expendi- 
ture of  those  five  years  is  less  than  that  of 
the  former."    He  had  heard  it  said  in  the 
course  of  the  present  debate^  and  with  re- 


spect to  the  Com  Jaws,  that  averages  were 
a  dangerous  and  imcertain  mode  m  calcu- 
lation, and  often  resorted  to  for  the  purpose 
of  leading  into  error.  This  was  often  as 
much  the  case  in  matters  of  finance.  Now, 
the  first  of  the  five  years,  ending  with 
the  Duke  of  Wellington's  Administration^ 
was  one  of  a  very  high  rate  of  expen- 
diture, while  the  last  was  very  low,  lower 
indeed  than  that  of  many  antecedent  years* 
During  those  five  years,  then,  there  was 
a  continually  decreasing  expenditure;  while 
the  average  of  the  other  five  years  was 
taken  from  years  of  a  continually  increas- 
ing expenditure.  In  his  opinion  financial 
economy  and  reform,  if  properly  conducted, 
meant,  that  avoiding  sudden  fluctuations, 
you  should  march  in  the  course  in  which  you 
ought  to  go,  and  that  if  you  did  put  it  on 
a  footing  which  admitted  of  your  gradually 
reducing  the  expenditure,  the  osculation 
of  economy  was  to  be  made,  not  by  the  ex- 
tent of  expenditure  in  the  first  year  previ- 
ous to  the  commencement  of  reductions,  but 
by  the  expense  of  that  year  in  which  the 
reductions  had  been  brought  to  bear.  The 
complaint  against  the  Government,  on  his 
part  at  least,  was  not  confined  to  the  mere 
question  of  expenditure  j  he  admitted  that 
there  might  and  had  been  cases  in  which 
some  additional  expenditure  was  necessarily 
incurred,  but  the  complaint  which  he  made 
against  the  Government,  and  upon  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  ^ent,  was 
this,  that  they  had  failed  to  keep  their  in- 
come on  a  footing  with  their  expenditure. 
He  cared  not  whether  the  expenditure  were 
reduced  or  left  the  same-— if  they  reduced 
their  income,  so  that  it  would  not  bear  the 
expenditure  of  the  year,  their  course  was 
one  of  extravagance  which  must  lead  to 
destruction.  If  from  peculiar  circumstances 
in  the  country  it  became  necessary  to  in- 
crease their  eaqpenditure,  and  that  they  did 
not  at  the  same  time  make  their  income 
keep  pace  with  it,  he  contended  that  they 
were  in  like  manner  liable  to  the  charge  of 
extravagance.  How  stood  the  account? 
There  was  a  continually  increasing  defici- 
ency, beginning  in  the  first  vear  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen's  Administration,  of 
650,000/.,  continuing  more  or  less  in  each 
succeeding  year,  and  which  would  amount, 
according  to  the  statement  which  he  made 
when  he  produced  his  budget,  on  the  5th 
of  April  next,  to  nearly  2,500,000/. ;  and 
this  in  spite  of  his  (Mr.  Goulbum's)  fre- 
quent remonstrances  against  such  an  ob- 
jectionable course.  He  had  uniformly 
stated  that  this  course  must  neoessm^y 
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lead  to  difficulties.  He^  therefore,  felt  that 
he  had  a  right  to  say,  that  the  fact  of  the 
Govemmenl  not  having  provided  for  this  in- 
creased expenditure  was  against  them  a  fair 
matter  of  charse.  But  he  now  came  to  a 
statement  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  as  tohis  mode  of  dealing  with  these 
matters,  which  he  was  sure  must  have  struck 
every  hon.  Memher  as  the  most  wonderful 
instance  of  financial  sagacity  on  record.  If 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  indeed  able 
to  effect  this  great  achievement,  for  which 
he  had  given  himself  credit,  so  far  from 
removing  him  from  his  station,  he  would 
strongly  recommend  that  a  man  possessed  of 
his  transcendent  powers  should  be  invested 
by  the  House  in  perpetuity  with  the  high 
office  which  he  held.  He  said,  that  if  they 
looked  to  the  financial  state  of  the  country  in 
1850  and  1840,  and  excluded  the  amount  of 
the  West  India  loan,  they  would  find  that  in 
this  period  of  ten  years  her  Majesty's  pre- 
fent  Advisers  had  reduced  the  debt  by  an 
amount  of  13,000,000/.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  further  stated,  that  if  they  took 
the  debt  in  1835,  and  compared  that  year 
with  1840,  they  would  find  that  of  that 
13,000,000/.  the  sum  of  7,000,000/.  had 
been  reduced  within  the  latter  period.  He 
believed  that  this  was  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  Now  this  was  as- 
suredly the  most  miraculous  effort  of  genius 
which  ever  had  been  exhibited  within  that 
House  or  elsewhere.  Katterfelto,  or  the 
Wizard  of  the  North,  could  do  nothing 
equal  to  it  To  be  sure,  they  could  shut 
up  an  empty  pot  and  produce  a  porker; 
but  here  was  a  necromancer  who  shut  up 
an  empty  chest  in  the  Exchequer  and  pro- 
duced a  round  sum  of  1S,000,000ZL  In 
the  ten  years  in  which  this  wonderful  pay- 
ment of  18,000,000/.  was  assumed  to  have 
been  made  the  surpluses  happened  to 
amount  to  no  greater  a  sum  than 
7,400,000/.  During  the  same  period  their 
deficiencies  amounted  to  4,000^000/.,  leav- 
ing a  clear  surplus  of  3,400,000/.,  with 
which  this  mirror  of  Chancellors  contrived 
to  pay  an  amount  of  13,000,000/.  He 
would  explain  to  the  House  how  this  was. 
At  the  time  when  he  (Mr.  Goulbum) 
was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he 
brought  into  Parliament  an  act  which  gave 
power  to  the  Commissioners  for  the  Na- 
tional Debt  to  cancel  portions  of  the  per- 
manent debt  on  granting  to  the  parties 
surrendering  them  annuities  for  terms  of 
years.  The  effect  of  this  was  to  create  a 
sinking  fund.  It  diminished  the  amount 
of  the  capital  of  the  debt,  but  increased 
VOL.UX.    {JJK} 


the  annual  charge  to  which  the  country 
was  subjected.  Suppose  that  these  an- 
nuities were  granted  originally  for  twelve 
years,  they  were  worth  twelve  years'  pur- 
chase at  their  commencement,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  valued  these  annuities  at 
twelve  years*  purchase,  and  added  that 
amount  to  the  debt  of  the  year  1830.  At 
the  end  of  ten  years  these  annuities  had 
two  years  to  run,  and  were  only  worth  two 
years'  purchase  instead  of  twelve ;  and 
what  did  the  rieht  hon.  Gentleman  do? 
Why  he  conveniently  took  the  difference 
between  the  value  of  twelve  years  purchase 
and  two,  as  a  material  deduction  from  the 
national  burdens  effected  by  himself.  What 
would  have  been  the  fair  course  to  have 
taken  ?  To  take  credit  for  the  capital  of 
the  debt  reduced  by  the  grant  of  annuities 
during  his  own  tenure  of  office.  By  his 
present  mode  of  calculation,  the  Gentleman 
who  might  happen  to  succeed  him  in 
office  at  any  given  period,  hereafter  would 
find  the  value  of  these  annuities  still  less 
without  any  exertion  on  his  part,  exactly 
in  proportion  as  his  predecessors  had  been 
active  or  successful  in  exchanging  perma- 
nent for  terminable  annuities  3  and  he  him- 
self (Mr.  Goulbum)  might  still  make  the 
same  appeal,  and  point  to  the  wonderful  sa- 
gacity by  which  he  had  made  a  difference 
no  less  astounding  in  the  amount  of  our 
national  burdens.  Would  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  like  to  hear  anything  more  on 
the  subject  of  annuities  ?  He  thought  he 
had  probably  heard  quite  enough.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  next  touched 
on  the  subject  of  savings-banks.  He  was 
glad  that  he  had  done  so  upon  many  ac- 
counts. He  was  glad  of  it,  because  he  was 
as  anxious  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
disabuse  the  public  mind  of  the  supposition 
that  the  operation  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  calculated  to  diminish  the  se- 
curity of  the  contributors  to  those  banks. 
Nothing  could  be  more  erroneous  than  a 
supposition  of  that  kind,  however  objection- 
able in  other  respects  he  considered  the  ar- 
rangement. That  arrangement  was  one  of 
the  fruits  of  that  most  objectionable  prin- 
ciple of  not  keeping  the  income  of  the 
country  at  least  equal  to  the  expenditure, 
and  in  this  difficulty  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had,  without  the  knowledge 
of  Parliament,  or  applying  for  its  sanction, 
contrived  the  means  of  raising  money  by 
addition  to  the  permanent  debt  to  the 
country.  He  admitted  distinctly  that  the 
law  as  it  stood  conceded  this  power.  But 
he  as  distinctly  stated  that  it  was  not  right 
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for  a  Chanoellor  of  the  Excbequer  to  avail 
himself  of  that  power.  Under  the  act  in 
question  the  savings-banks  had  the  power 
of  vestinff  the  monies  received  by  them  in 
any  secuntjT  which  they  might  think  most 
eli^ble,  and  moreover,  if  thej  invested  them 
in  Exchequer-bills,  of  delivering  them  up 
to  be  cancelled,  and  requiring  the  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  them  with  new  stock  to 
be  added  to  the  principal  of  the  funded 
debt  of  the  country.  This  power  was  given 
with  a  view  to  meet  the  cases  of  Exchequer- 
bills  which  from  time  to  time  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  fund,  bat  not  to  enable  a  Go- 
rernment  to  provide  a  temporary  revenue 
without  the  knowledge  of  Parliament.  Yet 
this  was  the  course  to  which  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  bad  resorted,  and  the 
money  thus  obtained  from  the  savings^ 
banks  was  applied  to  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  year.  As  an  equivalent  for 
the  Exchequer^bills  caneelled  the  savings- 
banks  obtained  new  stock,  that  was  of 
necessity  added  to  the  funded  debt  of 
the  country ;  and  by  tbe  perpetual  inter- 
change of  Excheqner^bllls  and  stock  there 
was  no  limit  to  the  amount  which  a  Go^ 
Temment  might  pay  hi  this  manner.  While 
he  stated  his  strong  oljectiott  to  this  course, 
by  which  money  was  raised  to  an  indefinite 
amount,  without  first  obf  aintng  the  sanetioB 
of  Parliament,  he  was  at  the  same  time  as 
anxious  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  dis- 
abuse the  public  mind  as  to  any  appre- 
hended loss  or  danger  arising  from  the  sys- 
tem. How  could  there  be  danger?  The 
saving  bank  money  was  always  invested  in 
some  government  security,  and  whether 
that  security  was  exchequer  bill  or  3  per 
cent,  stock  was  matter  of  indiflference.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  next  adverted 
to  the  reeommendation  of  the  finance  com- 
mittee as  to  the  maintenance  of  a  surplus 
revenue,  and  had  attempted  to  show  that 
the  Duke  of  Welltngton's  Adnrinlstrtttion 
had  not  complied  with  that  reeommemiation. 
Their  recommendation  was,  that  the  en- 
deavour of  the  Government  should  be 
uniformly  to  maititain  at  the  end  of  each 
year,  a  surplus  of  3,000^000^.,  and  to  ap^ 
ply  nothing  to  the  redemption  of  the  d^ 
but  the  actual  surplus  d  reveaui;  over  ex. 
penditure.  This  reoornittendction  was 
founded  on  the  fact  Chat  there  were  Dinner- 
ous  accidental  cireu mstances  of  vuvinc  sea- 
sons,  preralent  Astren.  or  e»hi^nL(«t 
to  trade,  which  affected  our  financial  system, 
and  made  it  absolutely  necessary  to  main- 
tsin  a  surplus,  out  of  which  to  provide 
against  acddents.    In  the  three  jears  of 


the  Duke  of  Wellington's  Administration 
the  actual  surplus  was  8,000,000/.  for 
the  three  years.  The  deficiency  during 
the  last  five  years  amounted  not  quite, 
but  nearly,  to  the  same  sum.  This  ctr« 
cumstance  sufficiently  showed  the  contnuit 
between  the  two  systems;  and  the  eflect 
of  the  departure  from  the  system  of 
maintaining  a  permanent  surplus  was  at 
length  most  strongly  and  sensibly  felt.  It 
was  perfectly  true,  that  in  the  year  afler 
he  quitted  office,  the  revenue  did  not 
come  up  to  the  amount  he  had  certainly 
anticipated.  He  remembered  when  he 
made  those  great  reductions  io  taxation,  it 
was  said  by  a  near  relative  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  that  he  should  be  involved 
in  a  deficiency  the  next  year ;  and  he  at- 
tempted to  show  by  the  calculations  he 
then  made,  that  such  would  not  he  the 
case,  and  that  if  tbe  financial  measures  he 
proposed  could  be  carried  into  efiect,  he  re- 
lied on  a  surplus  of  between  1,600,000/. 
and  l,700,000t  Unfortunately,  however, 
for  the  result  of  his  calculations,  Fuiia* 
ment  was  suddenly  dissolved,  and  a  portion 
of  the  scheme  never  was  carried  into  effect. 
The  GoTemment  was  thrown  out  after  the 
meetmg  of  the  new  Parliament,  and  there 
were  no  means  of  continuing  the  arrange- 
ment he  had  made  when  he  first  pio- 
pounded  the  scheme.  But,  notwithstand. 
ins  all  these  circumstances,  the  attempt  to 
gam  a  surplus  was  so  far  effective^  that  !a 
the  year  succeeding  there  was  a  surplus  of 
700,0001 ;  and  that  surplus  would  have 
eontinoally  gone  on  tncreasing,  but  for  the 
reductions  of  taxation  which,  for  the  rm^ 
sons  stated  fay  the  right  bun.  Gentlemait, 
were  then  thought  fit  to  be  made.  The 
system  he  objected  to  was  not  that  the 
present  Government  had  Incieased  the  ex- 
penditure,  for  that  might  have  been  neces- 
sary;  but  that,  having  increased  the  ex« 
penditure,  they  fisrbere  to  increase  the 
means  of  meeting  it — ^nay  more,  that  every 
time  they  exceeded  the  exgenditoxe  ther 
proceeded  to  repeal  taxes  tm  they  had  left 
a  deficit  which  was  altogether  unparalleled. 
He  did  not  think  k  necessary,  at  present, 
to  go  further  into  these  discussions.  If  he 
had  made  himself  hitelKgible  to  the  Hoofse^ 
he  thought  he  bad  pnyved  three  pointi^^in 
the  first  place,  that  the  system  of  averages, 
upon  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
eitmnded  his  claim  to  the  cmifidenoe  of  the 
House,  was  not  one  upon  which«  with  Jos- 
rice,  he  couM  rely,  because  he  had  compared 
the  averages  of  a  conthrually  dbcreasng  ex* 
penfiture  with  the  averag$!a  of  a  can« 
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llnually  JiMvearing  ^xpendhuie.  In  the 
ieeond  place,  he  thought  he  had  proved 
that  the  pmtence  of  the  fight  hon.  Gentle- 
mmt  to  hare  reduced  13,000,000/.  of  dehl^ 
when  he  had  00I7  3,400,000^  with  which 
to  pay  Jt  off^  was  altogether  prepoaterous; 
ana  in  the  third  plaoe>  that  hit  plea  with 
tvgard  to  the  annuities,  on  which  he  seemed 
to  rely  so  much,  was  altogether  fallacioos, 
luasniueh  as  it  was  one  which,  without  any 
exertion  on  the  part  of  a  Financial  Mi- 
nister, most  have  taken  effect  in  any  eoun- 
try  where  terminable  annuities  formed  part 
or  the  charge.  If  this  was  all  the  right 
hotu  Gentleman  could  advance  as  a  plea  for 
cottfidenee,  if  this  was  all  he  could  at  the 
last  monient  hriag  forward  when  her  Ma- 
Jeaty*8  Government  w^e  not  on  their 
trials  for  that  took  place  in  the  last  Parlia- 
mentj  wben  the  jury  found  them  guil^^— 
hot  when,  after  an  appeal  made  by  them  to 
the  higher  court,  the  constituency  of  the 
eoontry»  who  had  also  oonfirmed  the  ver- 
dict of  guilty,  they  wero,  in  fact,  brought 
up  to  hMr  the  judgment  which  Parliament 
was  eanpelled  to  pass  if  this  was  all  on 
whaek  they  eould  reat  their  claims  to  appro- 
bation and  confidence,  he  had  no  hesitatimi 
whatever  aa  to  the  decision  wUeb  the  House 
w«uld  pronounce. 

Mr.  JVmkley  mJA,  tliat  on  hearing  the 
flMementa,  arguments^  and  iliostiationB 
«f  the  two  right  hon.  Geotlenen  who  had 
just  addrrseed  the  House,  one  would  aup* 
peee  tkit  no  country  had  been  so  admi- 
lahly  geivemed^  that  no  country  poseeeeed 
anch  aUe  fioancicra^  and  none  was  governed 
ae  eoeoomically  aa  the  Britisb  empire.  So 
nuch  virtue*  so  much  patviotisro,  so  mudi 
iadoatry  liad  been  dieplayed  in  cooductiog 
pmbHc  afitira*  that  one  mnst  insagiDe  it 
wholly  unnaeeaaary  to  call  In  another  doc* 
tor  for  the  diarnwd  sUte  After  all»  how* 
•ver  it  oaaM  out  tbat  the  pubJie  aocounta 
wave  kept  in  a  moat  atrange  and  extraordi* 
aary  manner ;  there  waa  soanethlng  about 
then  so  confused,  to  inoonsialent^  and  ao 
unmethedical,  tbat  it  appeared  one  right 
hon.  Gentleman  eonld  prove  there  waa  a 
aavtng  in  ive  venra  ot  2^450,000/.,  while 
hie  aiicQeaaor  in  the  debate  professed  to 
ahow  that  not  only  waa  there  no  saving  at 
all,  but  apoeitive  lose  to  the  country  of 
ttppwarda  ot  5,000,000/.  during  the  same 
period:  MeanwUk  in  what  eoadition 
were  the  pcei>le?  In  a  state  of  misery 
•ad  want,  ana  the  Ho«9e  cheered  becauae 
they  here  their  bordena  with  so  much 
ralmnsas  and  ^iriet  enduranos  I  The  pee* 
yla  wtte  hungry^  and  the  House  eheem  I 


He  eonld  not  eomprehend  how  it  was,  tbat, 
if  the  state  accounts  were  kept  in  a  man. 
ner  which  would  entitle  them  to  the  appro- 
bation of  men  of  bnsinesa,  such  extraordt. 
nary  results^  ioferenoea  so  utterly  at  vari- 
ance with  each  other,  oould  be  drawn 
from  them.  He  trusted  the  right  boa. 
Baronet,  who  mnst  soon  have  the  manage- 
ment of  these  affairs^,  would  turn  his  intel- 
ligent eye  to  this  extraordinary  anomaly, 
and  that  in  a  very  abort  time  they  would 
see  what  they  were  to  gain  by  his  admin, 
istration  of  the  finances  of  the  country. 
At  present  it  was  quite  dear,  from  the 
statements  which  bad  been  made,  that  the 
public  aoooonta  were  entitled  to  no  confi- 
dence whatever.  In  discusaing  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House  a  vast  number  of 
subjects  had  been  introduced  to  their  con- 
sideration ;  but  it  waa  uiged  upon  them 
again  and  again  that  thia  waa  a  queation 
poiely  of  want  of  eunfidenoe  in  the  Minis- 
try. He  could  discuss  that  question  with 
great  calmness  and  forbearance  ;  they  had 
loat  so  confidence  of  hisi,  fur  they  never 
possessed  it.  They  never  had  his  confi- 
denoe,  consequently  he  should  lose  nothing 
by  their  going  out  of  office.  He  had 
taken  them,  like  hia  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  tlie  Member  for  Bath,  because  he 
could  not  get  better.  He  had  supported 
them  because  better  could  not  be  found. 
Profoundly  did  he  hope  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  (^posite,  would  show  that  he  was 
entitled  to  the  support  of  the  Radical  party 
in  the  House;  ne  doubted  it,  however. 
He  feared  that  under  the  new  Admioia- 
tration,  very  little  difference  would  be 
manifested  tn  the  arrangement  and  con- 
duct of  public  affaire* 

**  Tis  pity  such  a  difference  should  be 
«*  Twixl  Tweedledua  and  Tweedledee.*' 

Seriously*  he  felt  coovinoed  that  until 
they  were  in  posaession  of  a  House  of  Com- 
mona  differently  organined  t  lie  people  would 
not  find  the  doctor  they  wanted.  He  did 
not  recognise  in  that  House  the  represeiu 
tativea  5i  the  people  of  the  United  King* 
dom.  The  millioos  in  the  country  who 
were  imploring  their  aid  and  beseeching 
them  to  render  them  assistance  had  no 
repreceotatives  in  that  Housa  They  were 
not  represented  there ;  but  parties  there 
were  in  the  House  who  represented  their 
o«%n  intereatay  and  they  appeared  to  have 
a  very  good  idea  of  the  best  mode  of  effect- 
ing Uieir  own  objecta.  In  such  a  state  of 
things,  oould  it  ^  txpected  that  any  juat 
and  Dr<mer  remedy  would  be   applied? 
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He  believed  there  would  be  none;  tbey 
would  go  on  with  palliatives  and  expedi- 
ents, hut  a  radical  cure  (and  to  be  satis, 
factory  the  cure  must  be  radical)  must 
come  at  last.  It  was  said  in  the  Address^ 
which  he  certainly  liked  better  than  the 
amendment,  that  we  must  increase  the 
revenue ;  in  his  opinion  they  ought  to  re- 
duce the  expenditure.  The  expenditure 
of  the  country  was  extravagant  to  the  de- 
gree of  folly.  It  was  preposterously  extra- 
vagant in  all  the  public  departments,  and 
in  nearly  the  whole  of  the  salaries  conferred 
on  public  men.  Considering  the  distress 
of  the  people,  considering  their  privations, 
it  was  monstrous  and  inhuman,  it  was 
even  disgusting,  to  lavish  away  the  pub- 
lic monev  as  was  now  the  practice.  The 
Crown  itself  was  costly;  and  he  was 
tempted  to  ask  whether  the  Crown  was 
maintained  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  or 
for  the  benefit  of  a  party  >  He  was  in- 
duced to  ask  this  because  it  had  been  said 
the  Ministers  were  kept  in  office,  as  the 
hon.  Member  for  Winchester  had  stated, 
in  defiance  of  the  law  and  the  constitution. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  also  who  had 
last  spoken,  had  said,  that  the  Ministry 
were  condemned  in  the  last  Parliament; 
and  that  after  an  appeal  to  the  country 
they  were  now  there  only  to  receive  judg- 
ment. Were  they  then  to  condemn  them 
without  hearing  the  evidence  ?  This  was 
a  new  House  of  Commons ;  they  were  un- 
connected with  the  last ;  they  had  not 
heard  the  evidence  on  which  their  condem- 
nation was  founded.  He  did  not  speak  as 
the  advocate  of  the  Ministry.  He  spoke 
as  the  advocate  of  the  monarchy,  and  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  mode  in  which 
they  were  acting  was  destructive  of  mon- 
archical principles.  There  were  hon.  Mem* 
bers  who  charged  him,  and  those  with 
whom  he  acted,  with  being  anarchists  and 
persons  who  wished  to  overthrow  the  con- 
stitution, He  told  those  hon.  Members 
that  they  were  entirely  deceived;  they 
were  wholly  mistaken  with  respect  to  the 
views  of  the  constitution  entertained  by 
the  Radical  party.  Surely  Gentlemen 
would  give  him  credit  for  stating  that 
which  he  believed  to  be  true.  He  gave 
them  credit  for  sincerity  in  their  opinions; 
he  did  not  question  any  gentleman's  word 
or  statement ;  be  merely  called  on  them 
to  give  him  full  credit  for  that  assertion. 
He  would  say,  that  the  constitutional 
Radical  party  m  this  country  was  as  sin- 
cerely and  consistently  attached  to  the  I 
monarchy,    as    any  Conservative   in  the  I 


House*  It  was  attached,  also,  to  the 
Church  of  England ;  it  would  see  any  ia^- 
stitution  sacrificed  in  preference  to  the 
Church  of  England.  Their  desire  was 
precisely  the  same  as  that  of  Gentlemen 
opposite — to  maintain  the  institutions  of 
the  country  3  but  they  adopted  a  different 
mode.  Gentlemen  opposite  attempted  to 
do  so  by  the  few  ruling  the  many ;  while 
(the  Radicals)  would  do  it  by  the  many 
ruling  the  few.  Their  object  was  to  widen 
and  strengthen  the  basis  of  existing  insti- 
tutions bv  consulting  the  wishes  of  the 
people ;  they  desired  to  see  those  institu- 
tions surrounded  by  the  sympathies,  the 
afiections,  and  the  love  of  the  people,  and 
they  deemed  that  to  act  in  defiance  of  the 
people  would  be  a  course  dangerous  to  the 
constitution.  That  was  their  principle; 
which  party  then  was  taking  the  right 
course  ?  Look  at  what  had  passed  on  the 
present  occasion.  The  Queen  in  the  exer- 
dse  of  her  undoubted  prerogative  had  dis- 
charged the  late  Parliament,  and  he  would 
have  been  glad  if  she  had  sent  the  Mem* 
bers  then  in  that  House  to  the  people;  but 
she  sent  them  back  to  the  constituencies 
existing  under  the  Reform  Bill.  The 
elections  had  taken  place,  and  the  House 
was  occupied  as  they  saw  it  now ;  but  were 
thev  to  assume  merely  from  the  elections, 
without  the  House  having  come  to  a  sin- 
gle vote,  that  Ministers  luid  not  the  confi- 
dence of  that  House  ?  [Interruption.]  He 
knew  it  was  unpleasant  to  hear  those  re- 
marks, but  he  was.  desirous  of  discussing 
the  question  without  giving  offence  to  any 
person.  The  Queen  had  made  a  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  and  what  was  the  answer 
of  the  House?  They  would  not  receive 
that  Speech  from  the  Ministers.  Now, 
suppose  the  Radicals  had  adopted  that 
course.  Suppose  they  had  occupied  a  few 
cross-benches  in  the  House,  and  that  by 
some  lucky  means  they  had  commanded  a 
majority,  and  had  made  such  a  proposal. 
What  would  have  been  the  language 
adopted  with  respect  to  them?  Why, 
that  they  were  treating  the  Crown  as 
nought,  treating  it  with  personal  disre- 
spect, acting  in  direct  defiance  of  the 
wishes  of  the  Sovereign,  and  thereby  en- 
dangering the  monarchy.  Now,  let  htm 
ask,  what  was  the  course  pursued  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite,  (Sir  R.  Peel), 
in  1834  and  in  1835,  when  he  met  Parlia- 
ment ?  The  right  hon.  Baronet  was  called 
upon  by  the  King  to  form  an  administra- 
tion ;  he  admitted  that  there  was  an  over- 
whelming  majority  against  him  in  th^ 
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House  of  Commons.  [No,  no.]  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  made  that  admission  frankly 
and  unhesitatingly ;  he  acknowledged  that 
Parliament,  at  the  time  when  he  was  made 
Minister,  had>  to  use  his  own  expression^ 
unbounded  confidence  in  the  Ministry 
which  preceded  his  own.  That  was  his 
expression,  and  what  did  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  do?  The  right  hon.  Baronet  ad- 
vised the  Crown  to  dissolve  Parliament,  and 
that  in  defiance  of  the  very  principle  which 
Mr.  Burke  had  proclaimed,  as  quoted  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  the  House,  that 
a  more  unconstitutional  course  could  not 
be  ti^en  by  any  Minister  than  to  dissolve 
Parliament  in  order  to  mould  it  to  his  own 
fashion  and  purposes.  In  1835,  then  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  dissolved  the  old,  and 
called  a  new  Parliament,  and  he  knew 
before  he  met  it  that  there  was  a  majority 
against  him.  A  division  took  place  on  the 
election  of  the  Speaker,  and  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  beaten.  But  did  the  House, 
in  answer  to  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
say,  "We  will  not  have  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  we  will  not  have  the  Ministers 
whom  the  Crown  has  chosen,  we  will  not 
give  these  men  a  trial,  or  hear  what  their 
measures  are?"  The  words  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  used  were  these : 

''  I  did  fear,  if  I  had  met  the  late  Parlia- 
ment, that  I  should  have  been  obstructed 
in  my  course^  and  obstructed  in  a  manner 
and  at  a  season  which  might  have  pre- 
dttded  an  appeal  to  the  people;  but  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  assign  reasons  for  this 
opinion.  Was  it  not  the  constant  boast,  that 
the  late  Parliament  had  unbounded  confidence 
in  the  late  Government,  and  why  should  those 
who  declare  that  they  are  ready  to  condemn 
me  without  a  hearing  be  surprised  at  my  ap- 

Eeal  to  a  higher  and  fairer  tribunal — the  pub- 
c  sense  of  the  people?' 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  did  make  that 
appeal,  and  the  people  had  answered, ''  We 
have  no  confidence  in  him."  The  people 
returned  a  majority  to  the  House  against 
the  principles  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet ; 
but  did  the  House  at  once  say,  "  We  will 
not  give  you  a  hearing  ?"  what  was  the 
consistent  and  appropriate  language  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet?  After  explaining 
what  he  intended  to  do,  and  making  ex- 
tremely fair  ofTers,  which  he  regretted  the 
people  had  not  got  now — very  liberal 
ofiTers  they  were,  but  he  was  afraid  the 
atock  was  worn  out.  Tlie  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet said — 

"  Wlih  such  prospects  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
first  and  paramount  duty  to  hold  the  post 
which  has  been  confided  to  me.'' 


To  hold  that  post,  in  defiance  of  the 
wishes  of  two  Houses  of  Commons!  He 
was  condemning  this  course  possibly  to  the 
inconvenience  of  his  own  party,  for  they 
would  be  in  power  at  the  end  of  seven 
years  without  any  doubt.  He  was  con- 
demning it,  because  he  thought  it  ought 
not  to  be  followed  by  any  Parliament ;  he 
thought  it  a  dangerous  course,  connected 
with  many  evils,  and  injurious  to  the 
stability  of  the  monarchy.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  further  said, 

''  I  will  stand  by  this  trust,  which  I  did  not 
ask,  bat  which  I  could  not  decline.  I  call 
upon  you  not  to  condemn  before  you  have 
heard,  to  receive  at  least,  the  measures  I 
shall  propose  ;  to  amend  them  if  they  are  de- 
fective, to  extend  them  if  they  fall  short  of 
your  expectations,  but  at  least  to  give  me  the 
opportunity  of  presenting  them,  that  you  your- 
selves may  consider  and  dispose  of  them." 

That  was  the  precept  but  what  was  the 
example  ?  That  was  the  solicitation  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  in  1835.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  the  opportunity  he  asked  for ; 
his  measures  were  submitted  to  the  House 
they  did  not  pass ;  so  much  the  better!  The 
righthon.Baronetcontinuedinofficeforthree 
months ;  but  he  said  that  the  circumstances 
of  that  time  presented  a  very  striking  con- 
trast to  what  was  now  passing.  Was  it 
meet,  was  it  prudent,  that  an  immense 
body  of  Members  should  come  into  the 
House  pledged  to  vote  against  the  Min- 
istry— pledged  to  vote  against  the  wishes 
of  tne  Crown  ?  Was  it  holding  out  to  the 
country  that  kind  of  monition — that  kind 
of  intimation  which  it  was  desirable  to 
communicate  to  a  large  and  thinking  pub- 
lic like  the  English  ?  He  asked  were  they 
adopting  a  prudent  course  ?  They  did  not 
give  Ministers  an  opportunity  of  bringing 
forward  the  measures  they  had  intimated. 
There  was  now  a  new  House  of  Parliament, 
one  that  had  not  heard  the  measures  of  Go- 
vernment propounded.  {^LaughterJ^  HOn. 
Gentleman  seemed  much  amused,  but  he 
thought  he  could  perceive  that  the  laugh 
was  not  an  agreeable  one.  There  was  a 
very  unpleasant  feeling  lurking  beneath  the 
smiling  face,  and  he  did  not  believe  that 
when  the  right  hon.  Baronet  came  to  re- 
flect more  deeply  upon  what  he  had  been 
induced  to  do  by  the  eager  expectants  of 
place,  he  would  be  able  to  offer  a  very 
satisfactory  justification  of  his  conduct. 
He  did  not  think  the  example  was  a  good 
one,  and  he  firmly  believed  it  was  pregnant 
with  danger.  He  knew  that  if  the  party 
to  which  he  had  the  honour  of  belonging 
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had  taken  lOch  a  coune,  it  would  hive 
been  called  most  pfecipitttte,  most  violent^ 
and  moet  uojuetifiable.  The  difficulties  of 
the  preeent  pasitioo  of  thin^ce  were  great, 
the  errors  comoiitted  by  Mioisters  were 
numerous  aod  enormous.  He  had  beeo  in 
the  House,  aod  had  had  an  opportunity  of 
witnessing  their  conduct,  and  be  said  they 
had  lost  a  golden  opportunity  of  serFiog 
their  country.  They  would  not  listen  to 
the  advice  of  the  Radical  party.  He  bad 
himself  prescribed  without  a  fee  in  1837. 
He  did  not  wait  for  a  fee,  but  be  consi- 
dered he  was  fairly  called  into  consultation 
when  his  constituents  sent  him  to  that 
House.  All  tliat  he  had  prescribed  was 
three  small  powders.  The  noble  Lord  re- 
jected them.  But  he  would  ask  them,  how 
he  liked  the  860  bitter  pills  that  he  saw 
opposite.  His  remedy  was  simple  and  ap- 
propriate, but  he  feared  the  medicine  which 
hacf  been  prescribed  for  the  noble  Lord, 
and  which  ne  thought  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  swallow,  would  very  soon  remove 
him  from  the  seat  which  he  then  occupied. 
He  wished  the  noble  Lord  with  all  his 
heart  well  out  of  his  difficulty,  and  more 
especially  as  he  was  now  one  or  the  metro* 
politan  demagogues.  It  appeared,  how- 
ever, that  there  was  to  be  a  cliange,  that  a 
new  party  was  to  come  into  power ;  and 
those  who  then  occupied  the  Ministerial 
benches  were  to  retire.  If  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  did  change  sides,  he  should  have 
no  factious  opposition  from  him.  He  would 
candidly,  humble  individual  as  he  wa9,  give 
liis  best  consideration  to  every  measure  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  should  submit  to  the 
House;  and  if  those  measures  were  good, 
be  would  give  them  his  cordial,  warm, 
and  hearty  support.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  undoubted  capacity ;  he  was  a 
man  of  vast  abilities.  He  knew  more  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet*s  abilities  than 
many  other  persons  in  the  House,  for  be 
had  taken  a  phrenological  survey  of  his 
head.  Yes ;  the  right  hon.  Baronet  com* 
manded  that  iutellectual  power  which  was 
so  essential  in  a  Minister  ofa  great  country; 
and  if  he  exercised  his  own  judgment  with- 
out control,  free,  entirely  free,  from  the 
misreprebcntations  which  might  be  ad- 
dressed to  him,  and  from  insinuations  which 
might  be  offered  to  him,  he  would  render 
enormous  benefit  to  his  country.  It  was 
in  the  right  hon*  Baronet's  power,  and  he 
hoped  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  do  it. 
But  if  he  should  fail — if  he  yielded  to  mis- 
chievous advisers — if  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet did  not  exercise  his  great  abilities  in 


the  way  that  was  expected,  but  aodeanNued 
to  ffo  on  in  the  old  beaten  track,  thsOf 
without  offering  rioleot  or  vexatious  oppo- 
sition, he   would   endeavourt  and  would 
make  every  sacrifiise  in  his  power,  to  form 
one  national  party  to  oppose  the  right  ben. 
Baronet,  one  whose  views  could  be  dtstio« 
guished  clearly,  and  which  was  faithfully 
devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 
And  the  right  hon.  Baronet  could  not  ooo- 
demn  such  a  course,  nor  oould  any  one  who 
desired  to  see  the  interests  of  this  great 
country  advanced.     But,  considering  the 
wars  in  which  they  had  been  engaged,  and 
the  enormous  debt  which  those  wars  had 
entailed  on  the  country,  it  was  not  mag* 
nanimous  that  they  should  hand  down  such 
a  debt  to  their  posterity— it  was  not  iair^« 
it  was  not  patriotic.    Forty  or  fifty  years 
since  the  gentlemen  of  £nglaud  declared, 
that  unless  they  engaged  in  a  continental 
war,  the  country  would  be  invaded,  their 
estates  would  be  wrested  from  them,  and 
th  jir  mansions  left  desolate.  But  the  coun- 
try had  not  been  invaded— their  maat^iops 
were  entire— their  estates  were  suit  in 
their  possession.    He  envied  them  not  their 
possessions,  but  they  ought  not  to  call  upon 
the  poor  to  pay  for  their  having  been  pro- 
tected.   A  debt*  an  enormous  debt,  as 
much,   he  believed,  as  500,000,000/.  or 
600,000,000/.  in  the  course  of  fifty  or  sixty 
years,  was  contracted  in  a  depreciated  cur- 
rency, and  now  they  called  upon  the  couu* 
try  to  pay  that  debt  in  gold.     Was  that 
just?   Let  the  right  hon.  Baronet  turn  hia 
mind  to  this  subject,  and  let  him  recollect 
the  effect  of  his  bill  of  1819.     He  did  not 
blame  him  for  that  measure.    The  country 
was  in  a  diseased  and  vicious  state,  and  its 
finances  were  working  on  to  niln.    Some 
measure  was  necessary,  and,  without  it,  it 
was  impossible  to  see  what  would  have  bean 
the  consequence.  The  views  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  were  perfectly  justified  oy  the 
materials  placed  before  nim.    But  he  (Mr. 
Wakley),  seeing  what  the  result  had  been 
—seeing  that  peace  had  been  mabtained. 
that  the  country,  to  a  certain  extent,  had 
flourished,  and  that  the  landed  propnetora 
were  in  possession  of  their  estates,  only 
asked  those  proprietors  not  to  require  the 
interests  of  the  country  to  pay  ofiT  the 
obligation  which  they  themselves  had  cou* 
tracted.    But,  saopose  the  right  hon.  Ba* 
ronet  came  into  office,  who  were  to  be  his 
colleagues?     He  had  been  told  that  some 
of  them  were  absolutely  being  advertised. 
He  had  heard  it  said  since  he  entered  the 
House  that  evei^g^^^  l4e^J?^Jtpettt  of 
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tlMhM.  and  leftnied  Member  for  Exeter  was 
aADOUuo^  ae  Atterpey-General  He  waa 
aura  that  there  could  not  be  a  better.  But 
wbo  vera  to  be  the  eoUeagoes  of  the  right 
hoD.  Baronet  ?  A  great  deal  bad  been  aaid 
reapectiog  diauoion  ob  bia  aide  of  the 
Houae,  and  all  aorta  of  repraaentatiooa  had 
baea  made  with  reforeoce  to  the  cooatitu- 
tioD  of  the  preaant  Miniatrjr.  Nowy  the 
right  bon.  Baronet  bad  on  bia  aide  two 
diatinguiahed  gantlemeo  who  were  Membera 
of  Lord  Grey  a  cabinet,  and  aleo  of  Lord 
Altfaorp'a,  and  be  wiahed  to  know  whether 
theaa  waa  any  agraemeot  between  the  right 
hoB.  fiaronet*  the  Member  for  Dorcheater, 
and  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member 
for  Tam worth,  on  the  queation  of  fioaoee  ? 
And  then,  again*  wliether  there  waa  any 
af^eemeot  between  the  right  hoo.  Baronet 
and  the  ooble  Lord  the  Member  for  North 
Laoeaahira^  relative  to  the  government  of 
Ireland?  He  merely  mentioned  theae 
things  aa  a  vague  incidental  hint,  that  it 
might  be  deairable  to  have  an  adminiatra- 
tioQ  in  which  no  diviaion  euated,  because 
it  waa  said  that  diviaion  eonatituted  weak- 
neaa»  and  waa  very  iojurioua  to  the  work* 
ing  of  a  Government;  not  indeed  that  he 
deaired  to  have  a  Government  particularly 
BtiQog  until  the  people  were  repreaented  $ 
beeauae  he  had  no  aecurity  that  a  ytry 
atroBg  Government  would  not  propoae  t>ad 
meaaurea  aa  well  as  a  weak  one ;  and  io  the 
case  id!  a  etrong  Government  those  mea** 
auraa  would  be  carried,  whereas  in  the 
contrary  caea  they  would  be  unaucoeaaful. 
He  had  beeu  induced  to  refer  to  that  sub- 
ject in  conaequenoa  of  what  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  aasd  on  a  former  occasion 
with  leapect  to  tlie  government  of  Ireland. 
Who  could  be  inaeosable  to  what  waa  now 
paading  in  the  aiater  ialand  ?  There  wu  in 
that  country  a  demand  for  the  repeal  of 
the  Union.  He  waa  aorry  such  a  demand 
had  been  made,  for  he  thought  that  a  ae- 
tturation  of  England  from  Ireland  would 
be  ruinoua  to  both,  and  that  an  event  more 
diaaatvoua  to  both  kingdoms  could  not 
happen.  Waa  tbera  any  difficulty  in  g»- 
verotng  Ireland  aa  thef  would  gavern  £ng* 
land?  There  were  violeai^  fiictioua,  ami 
torbttlent  apirita  there«  aa  elaewberoj  but 
hj  a  little  aoothing  ointment,  which  a  ju« 
dicioua  doctor  might  apply,  the  irritation 
night  be  allayed,  and  the  two  countriea 
might  go  on  in  harmony  together*  He 
meotiOMd  theae  thinga  before  the  right 
hoB«  Baronet  proposed  bia  new  meaaurea, 
not  that  he  waa  anxioua  to  hurry  them  on, 
but  that  he  might  reiieet  on  then  fully. 


Now,  what  had  been  the  language  of  four 
diatinguiahed  atateamen,  with  rteapect  to 
Ireland,  when  the  Catholic  Relief  Bill  waa 
before  the  House  ?  And  having  referred  to 
that  meaauie,  he  waa  ansioua  to  aak  the 
House  whether  justice  had  been  done  to 
Ireland,  and  whether  ahe  had  not  a  right 
to  expect  it?  Let  them  remember  the 
pruse  ahe  paid  for  that  meaaure.  Let  them 
remember  that  to  obtain  it  800,000  of  her 
voters  were  disfraachiaed.  But  what  was 
the  language  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
Lord  Lyndhurat,  the  right  hoc.  Baronet, 
and  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North 
Lancaahire,  at  that  time  ?  On  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
aaid, 

"  There  fs  ao  douht,  that  if  this  measure  is 
adopted,  the  Roman  Catholics  can  have  no 
separate  interests  as  a  separate  sect,  for  I  am 
sure  that  neither  this  nor  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  will  be  disposed  u>  look  on  any- 
thing relating  to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land with  any  other  eye  than  that  with  which 
they  regard  what  affects  this  oouniry  or  Scot- 
land/' 

Lord  Lyndhurat  said, 

'*  There  will  proceed  from  this  measure  the 
tranquillity  of  Ireland;  harmony  among  all 
classes  and  orders  of  men,  binding  and  kniu 
ting  together  men  of  both  countries  in  the  last-< 
log  bonds  of  friendship,  and  combining  the 
affections  of  Ireland  and  Great  Britain  in  sup- 
port of  the  Government  and  of  the  Throne" 

That  language,  he  presumed,  waa  used 
on  the  supposition  that  Ireland  would 
enjoy  equal  privileges  with  England.  The 
language  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
aite 


**  This  measure  will  restore  equality  of  civil 
rights." 

The  right  hon.  Baronet  nodded  his  head 
— but  had  it  done  ao  ?  Was  the  Municipal 
Bill  of  Ireland  fashioned  after  the  Muni- 
cipal Bill  of  England  ?  Had  the  people  of 
Ireland  the  same  privileges,  Parliamentary 
or  municipal,  as  the  English  people }  Then, 
he  would  say,  they  hud  been  defrauded. 
But  he  was  sure  that  it  had  not  been  by 
the  desire  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  They 
would  soon  discover  by  whom  the  people  of 
Ireland  had  been  ao  defrauded ;  be  knew 
not  by  whom. 

''  It  i»  known  to  every  one  whom  I  address,'' 
(continued  tht  right  hon.  Baronet)  ''  that  the 
laws  affectinjr  Roman  Catholics  in  each  branch 
of  the  empire  are  different,  that  the  Irish 
Roman  Catholics  are  most  favoured,  and  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Scotland  the  least.  I 
propose  to  place  them  all  as  to  civil  pnvileges 
oa  the  aame  footingt  the  footing  of  equality." 
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Very  well,  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  Lord 
Lyndhurst  and  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
disclaimed  allowing  any  difference  with 
regard  to  civil  rights  to  arise  or  be  founded 
on  a  religious  difierence.  That  was  the 
declaration,  the  candid  admission,  which 
they  made.  With  equal  candour  an  op- 
posite statement  had  been  made,  and  be 
did  not  know  how  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Member  for  North  Lancashire,  was  to 
work  quietly  in  the  harness  with  the  new 
Ministry,  provided  that  a  proposition  were 
made  that  the  bill  for  giving  equality  of 
civil  rights  to  Roman  Catholics  should  be 
carried  out  to  its  fullest  extent ;  and  if  that 
should  not  be  done,  then  Ireland  was  justi- 
fied in  demanding  repeal.  What  said  the 
noble  Lord  in  a  subsequent  debate  in 
February,  1835,  upon  the  Irish  Municipal 
Bill? 

'<  But  I  will  not  pretend  that  I  do  not  mix 
up  with  the  question  the  consideration  of  the 
relative  situation  of  Protestants  and  Catholics, 
for  I  have  resard  to  this  consideration,  because 
the  state  of  Ireland  is  shown  to  be  such,  that 
the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  are  of  the  one  reli- 
gion, and  the  minority  of  another,  that  the 
higher  classes  are  connected  with  the  minority, 
and  the  lower  with  the  majority.'' 

That  was  a  clear  statement ;  and  he  hoped 
that  in  reminding  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
of  what  the  noble  Lord  saia  on  that  occasion, 
the  information  would  be  useful  to  him  in 
forming  his  administration.  He  mentioned 
the  circumstance,  because,  or  he  should 
not  have  presumed  to  do  so,  the  noble  Lord 
had  stated  some  time  since,  that  he  was 
quite  prepared  to  take  office  with  the  right 
hon.  Baronet ;  there  must,  therefore,  have 
been  some  change  in  the  opinions  of  one 
or  the  other,  and  he  presumed  by  the 
change  of  seats,  it  must  be  with  the  noble 
Lord.  He  would  now  venture  to  trouble 
the  House  with  a  few  words  more  in  re- 
ference to  som^  observations  which  fell 
from  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Bath,  in  the  excellent  speech  which  he 
made  the  other  night.  His  hon.  Friend 
with  more  consistency  than  discretion,  had 
praised  the  Poor-law  Amendment  Act; 
he  spoke  of  that  act  in  terms  which  he  had 
previously  used  in  respect  to  it  in  that 
House ;  and  with  consistency  and  discre- 
tion, too,  he  would  speak  of  it  again  as  he 
had  formerly  spoken,  considering  it  to  be 
the  most  objectionable  law  upon  the  statute 
book  of  this  realm.  He  believed  that  law 
to  be  more  obnoxious  to  the  kindly  feelings 
pf  the  people  of  this  country  than  any  law 


which  had  ever  been  ent/etedby  the  British 
Parliament.  And  he  entreated  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  to  take  that  odious  law  into 
his  most  serious  and  benevolent  consider- 
ation. He  entreated  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet to  apply  his  mind  vigorously  to  the 
Poor-law  question.  He  for  one  was  most 
anxious  that  there  should  be  ample  time 
allowed  for  doin^  so }  the  legislature  ought 
not  to  be  hurried  when  dealing  with  so 
great  and  important  a  measure.  His 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Bath  was  a 
democrat,  he  loved  democracy.  He  would 
ask  him,  then,  to  point  out  one  clause  or 
one  line  in  that  act  which  bad  a  democratic 
tendency.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  based 
on  tyranny.  What  did  it  do?  It  took 
from  the  rate-payers  all  control  over  their 
own  affairs,  and  threw  it  into  the  hands  of 
an  irresponsible  body  at  Somerset  House  — 
a  body  which  was  alien  to  the  Poor  of 
England,  and  which  had  not  an  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  what  was  the  real 
condition  of  the  poor  of  England 
— a  body  which  had  not  the  means 
of  ascertaining  whether  the  poor  were 
deserving  or  not  He  was  of  opinion 
that  no  Poor-law  could  be  just  or  wise 
which  did  not  admit  of  the  administrators 
of  the  funds  raised  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  baring  an  opportunity  of  distinguish- 
ing between  merit  and  vice,  between  mis- 
fortune and  profligacy.  That  was  the 
view  he  had  always  taken  upon  this  ques- . 
tion,  and  the  more  he  saw  and  knew  of  the 
working  of  the  law,  the  more  he  heard 
from  the  middle  classes  on  the  subject  of 
that  law,  the  more  was  he  satisfied  that  it 
was  impossible  for  any  man  to  retain 
power  in  the  Government  of  this  country, 
who  would  favour  that  law,  or  try  to  carry 
it  out  in  all  its  odious  provisions.  It  had 
broken  up  the  parochial  Government  of 
the  people.  The  poor,  who  were  now  re- 
duced to  a  state  of  destitution,  were  trans- 
ported from  their  parish  to  a  distance  of 
at  least  ten  miles ;  for  it  was  nothing  less 
than  transportation,  seeing  that  they  were 
carried  away  from  every  mend  and  con- 
nection, and  from  every  local  scene  they 
held  dear,  and  immiirea  in  a  gaol  for  the 
remainder  of  their  days.^  >  The  Gentlemen  * 
of  England  should  beware  |iow  they  sup- 
ported such  a  law.  It  was  s^  delicate  and 
dangerous  subject  If  they  k^w  or  could 
imagine  what  hungry  and  desNtute  men 
thought  and  felt  while  writhing  upder  their 
sufferings,  they  would  pause  antt  ponder 
well  before  they  allowed  any  lavf  to  exist 
which  could  possibly  act  %b  a  atimulant  Xq 
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tli€r  wiM  passions  of  men  to  attempt  resist- 
ance to  its  operation  and  effects.  The 
man  who  shoaid  strive  to  maintain  office, 
and  to  uphold  such  a  law,  would  make  an 
attempt  in  which  he  could  not  possibly 
succeed.  Was  it  not  a  law  utterly  at  vari- 
ance with  every  practice  and  principle 
ffurmerly  in  operation  in  reference  to  the 
poor  of  this  country  ?  The  wealthy  should 
remember  that  their  wealth  was  derived  in 
a  great  measure  from  the  labour  of  the 
poor,  and  that  they  must  consent  to  the 
pa3anent  of  taxes  for  the  support  of  the 
country  and  the  safety  of  their  ^persons 
and  property.  The  maintenance'  of  the 
poor  was  one  of  those  taxes  which  they 
were  called  upon  to  pay,  and  was  that  a 
tax  which  should  be  handed  out  in  a  nig- 
gardly manner?  Of  all  other  taxes,  was 
not  this  one  which  should  be  paid  most 
readily,  generously,  and  liberally  ?  If  they 
would  act  with  justice  on  the  subject  of 
the  Poor-law,  they  would  gain  more  credit 
in  the  country  than  by  any  other  act  they 
could  perform.  He  therefore  entreated 
the  riglH  hon.  Gentleman,  since  he  must 
soon  be  in  power,  to  take  the  Poor-law 
question  into  his  most  serious  considera- 
tion, and  to  see  what  could  be  done  in  re- 
ference to  a  remodelling  of  the  present 
law,  if  he  could  not  altogether  repeal  it. 
The  riffht  hon.  Baronet  had  spoken  upon 
this  subject  on  several  occasions,  and,  he 
was  happy  to  say,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
give  great  satisfaction  out  of  doors.  But 
he  should  wish  to  know  how  his  hon. 
Friend  could  concur  in  those  clauses  which 
interfered  with  local  acts — how  he  could 
possibly  support  plural  voting  ?  Would  he 
consent  to  allow  one  man  to  have  six 
votes?  It  was  well  known  that  in  one 
election  in  this  metropolis  one  person  put 
in  1,500  proxies,  and  another  700.  The 
people  could  not  endure  such  practices  as 
these.  They  could  not  consent  to  have  the 
power  altogether  taken  out  of  their  hands. 
As  the  law  stood,  the  guardians  could  give 
no  relief  without  the  consent  of  the  com- 
missioners. It  was  a  most  monstrous  mea- 
sure, it  was  in  its  whole  essence  and  spirit 
an  inhuman,  cruel,  and  odious  enactment, 
and  he  would  tell  her  Majesty's  Ministers 
that  it  was  that  law  which  had  proved 
their  downfall.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
Poor-law  Amendment  Act,  they  would  at 
that  moment  have  commanded  a  large  ma- 
jority in  that  House.  He  was  sure  that 
any  administration  whicn  followed  in  their 
Btm  in  this  respect  must  share  their  fate. 
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cruel,  and  unconstitutional  law,  never  dis- 
graced this  country. 

Debate  again  adjourned. 

House  adjournea. 
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MiNDTn.]  BiHi.  Rod  a  lint  time:— Admiaktiatiaii  of 
Justioe;  County  Comtt  {  Bankrupt  Laws  AmandmcnC; 
Bankxuptcy,  InaolTeney,  and  Lunacy^-Read  a  aaeond 
time :— Buildings  Regulation  i  Drainage  of  Towni; 
Bonnighs  Improvement 

Petitions  presented.  By  Lovd  Teyniwm,  ftom  Inhabitant! 
of  St.  Jame^s-street,  PiccadUly,  far  tfae  Redemption  of 
Tolb  on  the  Metropolitan  Bridges*— By  Lord  Hatherton* 
from  Crossby  Garret,  for  Ghuich  Extension^— Core-laws, 
from  Oalway,  against  Altentioo  of*  from  Dadastoo,  Ibr 
Repeal  of. 

Answer  to  the  Address.]  The  Earl 
of  Errol  read  at  the  Table  an  answer  to 
the  Address  of  their  Lordships,  voted  on 
Tuesday  last,  as  follows : — 

^*  It  gives  me  satisfaction  to  find,  that  the 
House  of  Lords  are  deeply  sensible  of  the  im- 
portaDce  of  those  considerations  to  which  I 
directed  their  attention  in  reference  to  the 
commerce  and  revenueof  the  country,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  laws  which  regulate  the  trade  in 
corn ;  and  that,  in  deciding  on  the  course 
which  it  may  be  advisable  to  pursue,  it  will  be 
my  earnest  desire  to  consultlthe  interests  and 
promote  the  welfare  of  all  classes  of  my 
subjects. 

**  Being  always  anxious  of  attending  to  the 
advice  of  Parliament,  I  will  take  into  imme- 
diate consideration  the  other  important  matters 
contained  in  your  Address.'' 

To  be  entered  on  the  journals. 


wid  deservedly  so,  for  a  more  detestably; 


BuiLDivos  Regulation.]  The  Mar- 
quess of  JVbnnanfty  moved  the  Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  second  reading  of  the  three  Bills 
—the  Buildings  Regulation  Bill,  the  Bo- 
roughs Improvement  Bill,  and  the  Drainage 
of  Towns  Bill,  he  said,  that  in  the  present 
state  of  public  affairs,  he  should,  of  course, 
not  take  upon  himself  to  propose  any 
measure  on  which  there  was  likely  to  be  a 
difference  of  opinion,  but  the  bills  he  had 
mentioned  bad  gone  through  their  several 
stages  last  Session  with  general  concur- 
rence, although  their  progress  was  stopped 
by  the  dissolution.  The  principles  had  met 
with  universal  assent,  and  the  details  had 
been  patiently  examined  by  Committees 
up  stairs.  He  was  very  desirous,  therefore, 
that  the  bills  should  now  be  placed  in  the 
situation  they  "had  formerly  attained,  an^j^ 
that  without  needless  delay.  He  woula 
move,  at  oncei  the  second  reading  of  them* 
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Witb  reference  to  the  Boroaebs  Improve* 
meni  Bill,  an  amendment  bao  been  intro- 
duced  by  a  noble  and  learned  Lord,  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  law  was  to  be 
administered  in  Birmingham,  and  that 
amendment  he  had  taken  care  to  retain, 
so  that  the  measures  were  precisely  in  the 
same  state  now,a8  when,  a  few  months  ago, 
they  passed  the  House  of  Lords. 

Th«  £arl  of  ffickhw  asked,  whether  it 
had  been  ascertained,  that  the  bills,  or  any 
of  them,  would  not  be  resisted  in  another 
place  ? 

The  Marquess  of  Normanbv  added,  that 
objeciioa  bad  been  taken  there  to  only 
one  of  the  three  bills,  and  that  objection, 
he  thought  might  be  obviated. 

Bills  read  a  second  time. 

Admivistration  of  Justice.]  The 
Lord  Chancellor  wished  to  re-introduce  a 
measure  which  bad  received  the  sanction 
of  the  House  during  the  last  Session,  and 
which  had  for  its  object  to  facilitate  the 
administration  of  justice,  by  improving  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  and  establishing  new 
Judges  of  Equity.  Another  bill,  orcon« 
siderable  importance,  which  had  been 
stopped  in  its  progress,  was  for  the  esta- 
blishment of  County  Courts ;  and  a  third, 
which  had  been  prepared,  though  not 
brought  in,  was  to  assign  to  those  local 

i'urisdictions  all  matters  in  Bankruptcy  and 
nsolvency.  A  fourth  bill  was  for  the 
amendment  of  the  laws  relating  to  Bank* 
rupts. 

Lord  Brougham  admitted  the  value  of 
the  measures  generally,  and  would  not  say 
more  in  the  present  stage  than  that  he 
had  brought  nimself,  with  difficulty,  to 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  one  Vice- 
chancellor,  but  he  could  never  consent  to 
two  Vice-chancellors. 

Bills  read  a  first  time. 

CoBN-LAVs.]  The  Earl  of  Clancariy 
presented  a  petition  from  the  county  of 
Oalwiy^  signed  by  about  3,000  persons,  in 
favour  of  the  oresent  Corn-laws*  except- 
ing as  far  as  related  to  the  taking  of  the 
averages.  The  noble  Earl  obserred,  that 
the  petition  had  not  been  agreed  to  at  a 
county  meeting-*- one  bad  oeen  called, 
but  it  was  so  packed  b^  the  populace, 
that  it  was  found  impossible  for  the  par- 
ties interested  to  give  effect  to  their  sen* 
timents^ 

Earl  FiizmlUam  remarked  upon  the 
•tatemeat  of  the  nohla  Sari,   uiat  Uie 


meeting  was  so  packed  by  the  people,  that 
the  landlords  anid  farmeii  could  not  have 
their  own  way.  The  people  of  Irdsad 
were  the  eaters  in  Ireland,  and  the  iai- 
provement  wanting  was,  that  the  tower 
orders  there,  who  now  lived  upon  potatoes, 
should  live  upon  corn,  and  they  couki  not 
do  so  until  the  price  was  reduced.    The 

Kice  could  not  be  reduced  while  the  Com* 
ws  remained  unaltered,  iraland  was 
governed  by  an  oligarchy  more,  perhaps, 
than  any  other  country  of  the  world ; 
and  it  was  this  oligarchy  that  was  hi- 
tereated  in  the  maintenance  of  the  Com<« 
laws,  and  in  getting  up  petitions  like  the 
present. 

Lord  Fitzgerald  observed,  that  the  voice 
of  the  great  majority  of  persons  interested 
in  the  Corn-laws  had  been  stifled  at  the 
meeting  by  means  of  packing.  An  oli- 
garchy was  the  government  of  a  few,  but 
it  was  not  the  few  in  Ireland  who  were 
interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the  Corn- 
laws,  but  the  many — the  great  body  of 
the  hindlords  and  farmers  of  Ireland.  It 
had  been  said,  that  great  exaggerations 
had  prevailed  upon  this  question,  but 
there  was  no  exaggeration  greater  than 
to  assert  that  the  mass  of  landlords  and 
tenants  in  Ireland  formed  an  oligarchy. 

Petition  was  laid  upon  the  Table. 

Em  to  RATIO  v.]  Lord  Brougham  asked 
if  there  were  any  objection  to  produce 
copies  of  correspondence  respecting  the 
emigration  of  laoourers  from  Ireland  to 
the  West  Indies,  and  elsewhere  ?  He  bad 
been  informed,  by  persons  of  respecta« 
bility,  lately  returned  from  the  West 
Indies,  that  considerable  abuse  prevailed 
as  to  the  carriage  of  free  labourers  from 
the  coast  of  Africa  to  the  West  Indies,  as 
well  as  other  abuses  respecting  the  emi- 
gration from  Ireland  to  the  same  part  of 
the  world.  How  the  fact  might  be,  he 
did  not  pretend  to  state,  but  the  corre- 
spondence, if  produced,  would  show  it. 
Of  one  thing  he  was  quite  sure— that  tbo 
House  ought  to  keep  a  jealous  watch  over 
this  soecies  of  emigrationj  because  it  was 
so  liable  to  abuse. 

The  MarqueM  of  Normanby  wished  tbtt 
noble  and  learned  Lord  to  |^ve  notice  of 
his  motion,  and  in  the  mean  time  inquiries 
should  be  made. 

Notice  accordingly. 

BoRouoa  Of  Yarmovtii.]  The  Earl 
of  Wmohilsm  was  aosious  to  bav#  au 
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opportonity  of  teeing  (he  corretpoDdence 
between  Oovernment  and  a  p;entleaan  q( 
the  name  of  Lacon,  respecting  some  re- 
cent transaction*  in  the  borough  of  Yar. 
month.  The  charge  against  the  corpora* 
tien  was,  that  a  certain  number  of  con« 
stables,  being  voters,  had  been  dismisaed« 
in  order  that  they  might  vote  at  the  late 
electioo,  and  that  on  the  following  day 
they  were  re-appointed  consta)>les,  and 
paid  for  their  trouble.  The  borough  seemed 
to  hart  been  put  to  a  considerable  ex- 
pense, and  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates, 
if  the  charge  were  true,  had  been  most 
unconstitutional. 

The  Marquess  of  Narmanby  had  not 
only  no  objection  to  the  production  of  the 
correapondenoe,  but  was  most  desirous 
that  it  should  be  laid  upon  the  Table. 
The  noble  Earl  would  find  from  it,  that 
he  was  labouring  under  considerable  mis- 
information. Mr.  Lacon  imagined  that 
constables  were  disqualified  as  voters  e« 
ojkio^  but  misapprehension  seemed  to  have 
prevailed  on  the  point.  The  men,  as  he 
was  informed,  without  any  bargain,  had 
6ofB4^</e  tendered  their  resignation,  and 
no  doubt  bad  been  afterwards  reappointed. 
There  had  been,  however,  no  under- 
sunding  that  they  should  be  so  reap- 
pointed, and  having  resigned,  had  re* 
ceived  no  salary.  Therefore  the  borough 
of  Yannoutb  had  cot  suffered  at  all  in 
its  funds. 

The  Earl  of  Wicklow  observed,  that  the 
constables  thought  themselves  disqualified, 
and  if  the  msgistrates  were  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  had  discharged  them  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  the  election,  the  cul- 
pability on  their  part  was  as  great,  al- 
though they  had  acted  under  misappre- 
hension of  the  law.  If  so,  they  were 
unworthy  of  their  situations,  and  be  wished 
to  know  what  was  the  belief  of  the  ma« 
gistrates  on  the  point  ? 

Earl  FiizwUliom  t  How  c^n  the  noble 
Mart]uesa  tell  us  what  was  the  belief  of  the 
magistrates? 

The  Earl  of  WkUowt  Because  the 
noble  Uarqitess  said  he  had  made  in- 
quiries* 

The  MarqoeH  of  Norm$mhy  repeated, 
that  be  had  not  the  slightest  objeotion  to 
the  production  of  the  correspondence,  and 
the  magistrates  would  thus  be  enabled  to 
speak  for  themselves. 

Adjourned. 


to  tU  Sfmeeh^h^.  94i 
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Mim)TX8.3    BilL     Read  a  seeon4  Umet-^Nary  Pay. 

lyUtioiu  preMBtcd.  By  Mr.  F.  Ficndi,  ttcm  Roicammen, 
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Address  in  Aiitswjbr  to  th^  Speech-* 
Adjourned  Debate,  Fourth  Niqbt.*| 
On  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  resuming  the 
adjourned  debate^ 

Mr.  jR.  RftZitef  addressed  the  House.  The 
Hon.  Member  believed  the  prolongation  of 
the  debate  could  not  be  satisfactory  either 
to  the  House  or  the  country.  It  could  not 
be  satisfactory  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
themselves  to  make  statements,  which  be- 
cause they  were  not  answered,  could  not  be 
supposed  to  be  irrefragable.  Gentlemen 
opposite  would  wish  the  question  to  be 
considered  as  one  of  principle  on  their 
side,  and  as  one  of  party  on  the  other, 
and  this  was  nothing  more  or  less  than  to 
place  the  subject  in  a  false  light  before  the 
country.  Gentlemen  knew  thisquestion  was 
not,  abstractedly  considered,  the  question  of 
the  Oorn-laws.  The  men^  as  well  as  the 
measures,  were  the  subject  of  decision,  and 
could  not  be  separated.  Person  and  party 
were  involved  in  the  question,  and  the  hon. 
mover  of  the  Address  put  the  question  in  a 
form  which  he  knew  they  could  not  grapple 
with.  Yes,  thequestion  was  put  forward  in  a 
manner  with  which  they  could  not  grapple, 
because  they  knew  it  only  ought  to  be 
grappled  with  by  men  who  occupied  a  le* 
gitimate  and  distinct  position  in  the  coun- 
try. They  knew  that  the  principal  accu- 
sation against  the  Government  was,  that 
they  brought  forward  those  measures  im* 

Kinently  and  injudiciously,  as  they  must 
i  been  aware  that  a  satisfactory  decision 
could  not  have  been  arrived  at ;  and  when 
they  heard  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer stating  that  the  question^  regarded  as 
one  of  revenue,  shrunk  into  nothing  before 
the  moral  and  political  questions  involved, 
they  heard  it  admitted  as  etrongly  as  they 
could  that  it  was  only  nominally  a  financial 
question,  for  that  in  realitv  it  concealed 
other  and  higher  considerations.  He  was 
unwilling  to  prolong  a  debate  which  ought 
for  all  practical  and  reasonable  purposes  to 
be  shortened  as  much  as  possible,  and 
which  should  bo  left  to  the  leaders  of 
the  great  parties  in  this  country.  The 
country  had  seen  by  the  history  of  tho 
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present  Government,  that  a  Government 
resting  upon  every-day  popularity  could  not 
deserve  the  enduring  confidence  of  the 
people.  Such  a  Government  was  obliged 
by  Its  very  existence  to  affect  a  confidence 
in  itself  beyond  the  limits  of  record,  to 
make  matters  essential,  which  it  knew  to 
be  only  subsidiary,  and  to  make  promises 
and  offer  expectations,  which  it  knew  could 
not  be  performed  and  realized.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Bath  had  said  the  other  night 
that  it  was  an  amiable  weakness  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  that  they  had  expressed 
a  desire  to  pass  measures  which  they  had  not 
the  power  of  carrying.  He  thought  that 
in  politics,  as  in  daily  life,  it  was  the 
business  of  reasonable  men  to  desire  only 
that  which  was  attainable ;  and  this  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  one  distinction  between 
the  Government  which  was  about  to  be 
formed  and  the  present  one,  that  the 
former  would  try  to  effect  only  that  which 
it  believed  to  be  practically  and  immediately 
within  their  grasp.  The  appeal  which  had 
been  made  to  the  country  was  of  two  kinds ; 
it  was  an  appeal  as  to  measures,  and  an 
appeal  as  to  men.  The  country  had  decided 
as  to  the  value  of  measures  and  the  choice 
of  men.  And  therefore,  a  Government 
situated  like  her  Majesty's  Government 
should  feel  every  day's  detention  of  office 
a  burthen  upon  their  backs.  They  were 
not  in  the  position  in  which  the  Go- 
vernment of  a  free  country  ought  to  be,  and 
they  should  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  being 
liberated  from  office.  He  wished,  for  the 
sake  of  the  historical  reputation  of  this 
country,  that  her  Majesty's  Government 
had  retired  earlier  from  office ;  that  they 
had  not  waited  for  a  process  of  legal  rejec- 
tion. The  few  words  which  he  had  uttered 
would,  he  trusted,  recal  to  hon.  Gentlemen 
the  real  gist  of  the  question  before  the  House 
and  show  that  the  question  before  them 
was  upon  whom  devolved  the  respon- 
sibility of  governing  the  country. 

Mr.  Rennie  said,  he  had  not  intended 
to  offer  any  observations  for  the  consider- 
ation  of  the  House,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  great  change  that  had  taken  place  in 
the  manner  of  treating  the  present  debate 

a  hon.  Members  opposite.  The  hon. 
ember  for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
brought  forward  his  amendment ;  he  told 
the  House  that  the  real  question  was  one 
of  confidence  or  no  confidence ;  but,  al- 
though every  speaker  up  to  the  middle  of 
last  night  concurred  in  those  sentiments, 
be  had  heard  a  great  change  in  the  senti- 
inents  of  tbose  who  h^d  bidco  addressed 


the  House.  This  was  to  him  a  matter  of 
surprise,  considering  that  the  resolution 
taken  by  the  mover  of  the  amendment  to 
the  Address  had  not  been  taken  at  the 
spur  of  the  moment,  but  had  been  the 
result  of  a  meeting  that  had  taken  place 
at  the  House  of  the  right  lion.  Baronet 
opposite.  The  hon.  Member  who  had 
just  sat  down  had  explained  the  real  se- 
cret why  hon.  Members  on  that  side  of 
the  House  had  not  spoken  ;  he  had  stated 
that  they  could  not  grapple  with  the 
statements  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Man- 
chester. He  wished  to  say  one  word  on 
the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws,  which  had 
not  as  yet  been  alluded  to.  He  hoped 
that  there  were  some  hon.  Members  con- 
nected with  agricultural  districts  present, 
because  he  was  anxious  to  call  their  at- 
tention to  the  important  modes  in  which 
agricultural  operations  were  carried  on  in 
the  southern  counties  of  Scotland,  in 
Roxburghshire  and  the  three  Lothians. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  landowners 
had  not  brought  to  their  aid  the  improve- 
ments which  machinery  had  rendered 
available,  as  the  manufacturers  had  done. 
By  that  means  all  the  manufacturers  had 
been  enabled  to  carry  on  a  competition 
with  the  manufacturers  of  the  continent, 
and  if  a  similar  practice  had  prevailed 
among  the  agriculturists  they  would  have 
had  less  objection  to  the  ports  being 
thrown  open  to  the  importation  of  foreign 
com.  The  improved  rents  which  were  ob- 
tained in  Scotland  and  the  north  of  Eng- 
land were  a  proof  that  it  was  to  enlightened 
agricultural  improvements  they  owed  their 
superiority  over  the  English  farmers.  The 
country  now  found  itself  in  a  position  of 
very  great  difficulty.  Neither  side  had 
yet  denied  the  great  distress  that  existed 
amongst  the  millions  of  manufacturers  of 
this  country.  They  had  called  those 
millions  into  existence,  and  those  millions 
must  be  fed.  He  never  yet  heard  of 
any  wish  on  the  part  of  those  who  repre- 
sented the  manufacturers  that  that  interest  * 
should  be  propped  up  at  the  expense  of 
the  landed  interest.  All  they  asked  was 
equal  justice— -that  they  might  be  allowed  ' 
to  exchange  their  commodities  for  the 
commodities  of  other  countries ;  and  he 
thought  that  the  landed  proprietors,  if 
they  understood  their  true  interest,  would 
before  this  question  was  pushed  too  far, 
concede  what  was  now  so  reasonably  de- 
manded of  them.  He  would  only  repeat 
in  conclusioDi  that  the  time  was  coma 
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when  something  should  be  done  to  satisfy 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  this  country. 
He  believed  the  people  of  England  were 
essentially  Conservative,  but  not  so  in  the 
sense  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  They 
bad  changed  their  name,  but  he  did  not 
think  they  were  entitled  to  be  called  Con- 
servatives. The  only  politicians  who  had 
not  changed  their  name  were  the  Whigs. 
He  trusted  that  when  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet came  into  power  he  would  not  allow 
the  Session  to  pass  without  proposing 
measures  for  the  alleviation  of  the  sufier- 
ings  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Wallace  thought,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  discuss,  at  the  earliest 
opportunity,  the  great  questions  referred 
to  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne.  He 
knew  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
claimed  to  themselves  the  right  to  repre- 
sent the  feelings  of  the  people  of  England, 
but  for  his  part  he  felt  persuaded  that  no 
claim  could  be  more  unfounded.  He  be- 
lieved in  despite  of  the  late  elections  that 
the  people  throughout  the  country  were 
thoroughly  favourable  to  Reform,  and  he 
was  sure  that  if  attention  had  been  paid  to 
what  had  fallen  from  his  hon.  Friend  the 
Member  for  Rochdale  (Mr.  S.  Crawford), 
namely,  the  improvement  and  the  perfec* 
tba  of  the  Reform  Bill,  the  phalanx  op- 
posite could  not  count  the  numbers  which 
they  now  arranged  in  hostility  to  the  Go- 
vernment. If  her  Majesty's  Government 
had  carried  out  the  principles  which  they 
had  promulgated  in  bringing  forward  the 
Reform  Bill,  no  such  majority  would  be 
seated  opposite  that  day.  Above  all,  if 
the  Ballot  had  been  passed,  the  dominion 
of  Conservatism  would  have  been  at  an  end. 
["Htfar.Aear,"]  They  had  only  to  observe 
how  unpalateable  the  mention  of  such  sub- 
jecu  had  ever  been  to  the  party  opposite. 
^^  Ironical  cheerg  from  the  Oppontion."] 
He  was  glad  to  hear  those  cheers,  for  he 
had  never  been  cheered  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  but  when  he  had  said 
something  that  was  just  and  true.  He 
would  repeat,  that  all  that  was  necessary 
for  the  triumph  of  the  popular  party  was 
the  extension  of  popular  righU.  He  was 
chairman  of  three  political  unions,  and  he 
declared  most  sincerely  be  believed  he 
was  then  discharging  his  duty  to  his 
country ;  and  he  would  say  of  the  people 
of  his  part  of  the  country,  that  he  would 
do  all  in  his  power  to  persusde  them  to 
agitation,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  an 
e](tensioa  of  the  franchise,  of  obtaining 


the  vote  by  ballot,  and  of  inducing  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  to  review  their  con- 
duct, and  to  render  the  Reform  Bill  what 
it  was  intended  it  should  be.  It  was  per- 
fectly well  known,  that  a  great  and  deeply 
lamented  Statesman,  the  late  Lord  Dur- 
ham, had  said,  that  a  certain  individual, 
whose  name  he  did  not  mention,  but  who 
was  believed  to  have  been  one  of  the  Min- 
isters who  seceded,  and  was  now  a  leading 
Member  on  the  Opposition  benches,  the 
Member  for  Dorchester,  was  one  of  the 
principal  opponents  of  its  being  more 
largelyextepdcd.  Then  let  them  look  at  the 
distress  of  the  country,  a  distress,  he  so- 
lemnly believed,  greatly  aggravated  by  the 
Currency  Bill  of  1819,  which  was  brought 
forward  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the 
Member  for  Tamworth,  and  which  he 
could  not  designate  otherwise  than  as  one 
of  the  most  reckless,  and  at  the  same 
time,  one  of  the  most  gross  pieces  of  po- 
litical ignorance  ever  inflicted  on  the 
country.  The  landed  interest  ought  to 
pay  a  greater  portion  of  the  national  debt 
than  any  other  class  of  the  community. 
That  debt  had  not  been  incurred  to  grant 
protection  to  the  thews  and  sinews  of 
the  labouring  men ;  still  less  did  Peel's 
Bill  give  them  protection,  and  the  Corn- 
laws  had  been  inflicted  on  the  country  as 
a  matter  of  traflic  between  the  landed  in- 
terest and  the  Government  of  the  day,  to 
save  the  landed  interest  as  much  as  pos- 
sible from  the  effecU  of  Peel's  Bill.  He 
held  in  his  hand  a  pamphlet  which  had  been 
written  fourteen  years  ago  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Dorchester. 
That  pamphlet  had  been  presented  to  him 
(Mr.  Wallace)  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man himself,  at  the  time  that  he  was  car- 
rying on  a  correspondence  with  that  right 
hon.  Gentleman  relating  to  political  mat- 
ters as  well  as  to  the  currency.  He  had 
read  that  pamphlet  again  within  the  course 
of  the  last  few  days,  and  agreed  cordially 
with  every  sentiment  it  contained.  He 
had  seen  no  reason  to  change  his  opinions 
on  the  subject,  and  he  considered  that 
pamphlet  contained  more  truth,  more  in- 
formation, and  was  more  generally  useful, 
than  any  book  that  had  been  published  on 
the  subject.  Why  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  have  changed  his  opinion  he 
would  not  then  stop  to  inquire.  He  verily 
believed,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  dis- 
tress of  the  country  was  to  be  attributed 
to  the  Corn-laws.  He  had  always  been 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  immediate  abo- 
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IHlon  of  tliode  laws,  and  as  lone  at  he  had 
a  seat  in  that  House  he  would  demand  a 
total  and  immediate  abolition  of  the  Com- 
laws.  But  in  public  matters  he  would 
always  be  content  to  take  a  part  when 
be  could  not  get  all,  and  not  follow  the 
example  of  some  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
revised  roast  beef  because  they  could  not 
get  bread  and  cheese  as  well.  He,  how- 
^rtti  consfdered  that  a  duty  of  8#.  was  far 
too  modi,  and  more  than  the  working 
class  conid  afford.  And  now,  with  respect 
to  the  Com- law.  He  solemnly  belieired, 
that  the  great  proportion  of  ihe  distress 
existing  in  this  country  was  attributable 
to  that  law.  He  believed,  that  the  want 
of  employment  for  operatives,  of  a  return 
fbr  capital,  and  of  commercial  enterprise 
1^  (he  distress  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
all  the  erils  of  the  currency,  and  the  in- 
ttumerable  bankruptcies,  which  had  gone 
on  increasing  ftom  year  to  year,  and  now 
ftterease  more  rapidly  than  ever,  were  at* 
tributable  to  that  cause.  Since  the  year 
18d7  there  had  been  one  continned  course 
of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  country, 
and  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the  Com- 
laws.  The  Bank  of  England  had  not 
sufficient  capital  to  send  abroad  gold  to 
boy  com.  That  Bank  was,  in  fkct,  a  joint* 
Vfock  bank,  and  it  ought  to  be  called  by 
that  nawie.  He  had  reason  to  believe, 
that  twtee  sfnce  1837  the  Bank  had  been 
00  the  polht  of  suspefidrng  its  payments, 
and  tt  was  difficult  to  say  what  might  yet 
occur.  He  hoped  they  would  hate  fine 
weather  for  the  harvest,  a?Td  that  the  crops 
wonM  be  almndant.  But  if  it  should  be 
ofHcfwrse^^if  rt  should  happen  that  they 
had  to  send  o«tt  gold  to  buy  3,000,000 
qvarters  of  foreign  com  in  the  present 
distressed  state  of  the  commercial  and 
m»^uf«lcttfring  interests— he  believed  the 
eoB*e«jaence<  wouW  be,  that  the  Bank 
must  stfspend  Its  payments,  and  he  must 
Irdd^  (bat  he  Was  by  ini  mearrs  sure,  that 
a  susperrsion  of  pHyments  by  the  Bank  of 
£ngla«d  wo»W)  not  be  fvt  the  good  of  the 
eouiitry.  Therv  Wn%  one  other  point  which 
he  wfsfoeil  (o  meii(i«m.  He  wished  to  de* 
rhire  himself,  Hk  the  language  of  the  hon. 
Member  fa^  9lorkport,  art  out-and-out 
fieuMf  ^der.  Hk  own  interests  were  vested 
ekieffy  hi  the  land,  but  (he  constitoeoey 
which  he  refweaeni fd  weie  loo  t»heral,  tttA 
too  iPetl-Nhfomied,  to  9«pf)«>se  that  they 
ni*»i  hhM  there  to  secnie  his  own  interest, 
•nd  in  ne^gkcl  theirs.  H#  wwnid  eoncKide 
fc^  MXmit  that  he  woidd  givis,  wkb  the 
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S'eatest  satlsfleictlon,  his  soppoft  to  the 
ddress.  He  would  add,  that  if  any  hon. 
Members  in  that  House,  or  parties  with- 
out the  House,  would  join  him  to  an 
Address  to  the  Crown,  he  would  endea- 
vour to  frame  such  an  Address,  and  put 
his  name  to  it,  and  it  would  be  to  the 
effect,  that  her  Majesty  should  refuse  to 
sanction  any  new. Ministry  whatever  until 
she  could  guarantee  to  the  country  that 
they  would  explicitly  state  the  means  by 
which  they  would  do  better  than  their  pre- 
decessors. 

Mr.  Hindley  had  given  way  to  the  no- 
ble Lord  the  Member  for  Liverpool  last 
night,  because  he  had  expected  that  noble 
Lord  to  break  through  the  prudent  taci- 
turnity whkrh  had  been  hitherto  preserved 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  and 
because  ne  was  anxious  to  hear  what 
would  be  said  on  such  a  question  as  (he 
present  by  the  representative  of  that  great 
constituency  which  had  formerly  been  re- 
presented bV  that  enlightened  opponent  of 
monopoly,  Mr.  Huskrsson.  He  had  been 
disappointed ;  but  from  what  he  knew  of 
that  constituency  he  was  sure  that  it  had 
not  decided  in  favour  of  ntooopoly  against 
free  trade.  What  private  arrangements 
the  noble  Lord  might  have  made  with  his 
constituents — what  pledges  he  might  have 
given  to  the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  he 
could  not  tell;  but  the  pretence  of  the 
noble  Lord  in  that  House  was  to  him  a 
conclusive  proof  thai  the  hon.  OeMlemen 
opposite  had  not  been  universally  returned 
as  the  advocates  of  monopoly.  He  rose 
to  bear  his  testimony  to  the  statements  of 
the  hon.  Mover  of  the  Address  as  to  the 
distress  of  the  operatives ;  hut  they  had 
been  told  that  the  qoestion  was  as  to  the 
existence  of  nn  Administration,  and  he 
was  fmly  sorry  to  ffnd  that  when  thou* 
sands  and  buiulreds  of  thousands  of  our 
fellow^eitixens  were  snffering  the  deepest 
distress  so  little  was  thought  of  their  ca- 
lamities, aad  (bat  the  attention  of  that 
House  was  mainly  directed  to  the  question 
who  should  direct  the  Government  of  this 
great  eotairy.  The  majortty  wouM  of 
course  use  Its  power ;  It  would  not  pemiit 
them  to  discttss  (he  great  qnestiona  that 
had  been  submitted  to  the  House,  and 
they  must  fthide  by  the  decision  of  (hat 
tyrant  majotity.  When  the  hon«  C^entle* 
men  opposite  Irad  got  Into  power  he 
trusted  that  they  wowld  produce  aurh 
measures  as  wowM  nItevhKe  the  present 
distress.     There  w««o    hwndredt  In   hai 
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tieigkboiiriiood  wbo,  wben  they  rose  in  the 
morniDg,  knew  not  how  to  get  their  daity 
bread ;  and  this  was  owing  to  the  Corn- 
laws.  It  bad  been  said  that  it  was  owing 
to  over-production ;  that  it  was  owing  to 
the  manufacturers*  want  of  common  sense ; 
but  anythine  more  unjust  than  that  charge 
could  not  be  conceited.  He  recoHected 
that  on  one  occasion  of  great  distress 
Lord  Lirerpool  had  said,  "  Oh !  they  must 
be  content  to  endure  it,  as  it  is  ouly  the 
result  of  an  over-abundant  harveet;"  so 
that  at  one  time  they  arraigned  the  graci- 
ous bounty  of  Proviaence,  and  at  another 
time  they  accused  the  industry  of  their 
merchants  and  manufacturers.  That  doc- 
trine of  over  production  was  utter  non- 
sease*  Had  they  produced  too  many 
coats  and  hats  ?  He  wished  he  had  had 
with  him  a  letter  which  he  had  received 
from  an  intelligent  operative  weaver,  who 
stated  that,  though  he  was  steady,  indus- 
trious, and  frugal,  it  was  eleven  years 
since  he  had  been  able  to  purchase  a  new 
coat.  And  upon  his  mentioning  that  fact 
to  another  operative,  with  whom  he  some- 
times had  communication,  he  was  told 
that  that  man  also  had  never  been  able 
to  buy  a  new  coat  for  fifteen  years.  To 
say  to  the  humble  mechanic,  who  had 
constructed  articles  which  conduced  to 
the  comfort  of  life,  that  be  was  uot  to  be 
at  liberty  to  exchange  those  articles  for 
food  teemed  to  him  the  most  monstrous 
Injustice.  But  he  would  not  now  enter 
upon  those  questions.  He  should  have 
been  better  satisfied  if  the  amendment  had 
contained  some  distinct  pledge  that  an- 
other  opporltintty  of  considering  them 
fcrlfy  wcNiid  be  given.  The  noble  Lord 
who  had  spoken  on  the  other  side  seemed 
to  say  that  that  was  the  case,  and  he  had 
thought  that  the  amendment  contained 
some  such  declaration ;  but  upon  referring 
to  ft,  H  became  dear  that  it  was  the  pfx>- 
dtfctipn  of  that  master-hand,  which,  to 
use  the  expresslott  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  North  Lancashire,  knew  so 
wvll  how  to  dress  op  a  statement  for  that 
House*  (br  whilst  it  contained  something 
like  an  tiitimatroff  that  those  meastires 
would  be  taken  into  considerafkm,  yet, 
upon  a  earefhl  pertfsat,  it  would  bt  seen 
that  the  Hewse  was  by  no  nieatta  pledged 
to  fake  that  coane.  They  had  a  right, 
he  tbooght,  to  aa^  whether  ft  was  the  iit« 
tentioa  of  horn.  Gentlemen  o|iiposrte  to 
give  them  an  opMrtirnity  of  ammg  this 
^tuestnMi   tDrotfgiiotit|  of  Wnetfaef   they 


would  shrink  from  such  a  discussion.  Re 
trusted  that  before  they  entered  upon  the 
ouestion  of  continumg  the  Poor-law 
Amendment  Act  they  would  eome  to  a 
distinct  understanding  as  to  the  laws  of 
food;  for  after  preventing  the  people 
from  earning  a  livelihood  they  could  never 
have  the  cruelty  to  imprison  them,  and 
treat  their  poverty  as  a  crime.  He  ad* 
mitted  that  these  commercial  measure 
were  brought  forward  under  unfavoumble 
circumstances;  they  ought  to  be  the 
limbs  of  an  Administration,  but  they  were 
used  rather  as  the  crutches  on  which  a  MU 
ing  Administration  attempted  to  lean.  Nu« 
merous  charges  had  at  different  times  been 
brought  agamst  the  Ministers;  but  had 
they  evei  heard  of  a  vote  of  want  of  confi- 
dence until  the  Qovernment  had  expressed 
its  intention  of  dealing  with  the  ConK 
lawsf  These  thinp  made  him  apprehen- 
sive that  the  opposite  party  did  not  mean 
to  cede  to  justice  what  perhaps  might  be 
extorted  from  their  fears.  He  was  alaftn* 
ed  also  at  the  declaration  of  a  noble  Duke, 
who  had  threatened  the  rt^ht  hon.  Baronet 
if  be  touched  the  Corn4awa  that  he 
should  be  turned  out  as  easily  as  he  had 
been  turned  in.  The  right  hon.  Barofuet, 
If  left  to  his  own  sound  sense,  might  peN 
haps  produce  some  measure  that  wouM 
be  satisfactory  to  him ;  but  the  landed  ro- 
tereist  had  assumed  the  monopoly  of 
power,  and  therefbre  Ihey  could  hold  the 
monopoly  of  food.  He  was  rejoieed  at 
the  notice  of  motion  which  hadlieen  given 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale  that 
evening ;  he  was  glad  that  they  were  go* 
ing  to  take  the  Imll  by  the  horns.  They 
had  been  taunted  with  the  cry  of  *Mho 
Bill,  the  whole  Bill,  and  nothing  but  the 
Bill  ;*  but  that  House  had  never  gv9on 
them  the  Bill  as  it  was  origfftally  intro^ 
dnced;  if  they  had  tho  oonseqtieftees 
would  have  been  very  difierent«  He  would 
ask  the  noble  Lord  now,  whoiher  lie  meaot 
to  abide  by  his  finality  pledge  ?  Let  t^m 
not  charge  the  Chartists  with  bringing 
theve  ouesthms  before  the  coiftitry )  they 
thenMKfvee  had  varied  tho  question  of 
sttlfhge.  hy  ibetr  coMtant  denial  of  ioa* 
tice  they  had  caused  the  people  to  look 
to  the  eauaes.  1^  which  they  were  prevvoi* 
ed  froari  obtaimng  thai  jwsttee  whtok  thoy 
bad  a  right  to  expects  In  thttt  doMiad  he 
wonld  stand  by  tbo  people,  not  for  tho 
sake  el  any  fhaeied  theory  of  hie  own,  hot 
becanae  ho  sow  thai  to  seosre  the  welfom 
of  tho  eosmtfy  it  waa  ncflsasafy  to  hdd  to 
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that  faith.  He  would  not  further  trouble 
the  House ;  but  he  felt  so  much  anxiety 
in  these  questions  that  he  could  not  avoid 
trespassing  on  its  attention  for  a  few 
minutes. 

Mr.  Wigney  said,  the  whole  questions 
before  the  House  were  those  which  ap- 
peared so  prominently  in  the  Speech  so 
graciously  sent  down  from  the  Throne ; 
and  he  thought  it  did  not  become  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  House,  merely 
to  say  that  they  would  come  to  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  in  Ministers,  before 
they  would  direct  their  attention  to  the 
many  propositions  in  the  Speech.  He 
thought  (he  great  questions  referred  to  in 
the  Speech  required  mature  consideration, 
and  however  he  might  approve  of  those 
sentiments,  he  was  not  prepared  at  once 
to  come  to  a  decision  upon  them.  In  his 
opinion,  proper  time  should  be  given  to 
discuss  these  measures,  and  unless  they 
were  so  discussed,  the  time  of  the  House 
might  have  been  much  more  usefully  oc- 
cupied than  it  had  been  by  that  debate  ? 
The  question  was,  how  soon  the  right  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  would  walk  over  the 
floor  of  the  House.  There  was  no  dis- 
guising that  question,  and  much  as  he 
might  wish  to  avoid  it,  the  change  was 
inevitable;  and  therefore  the  sooner  it 
was  completed,  the  better  for  the  House 
and  the  country.  He  thought  when  that 
change  took  place,  much  as  Gentlemen 
opposite  had  opposed  many  good  mea- 
sures, theywouia  find  they  must  adopt 
similar  ones,  and  if  they  did  so,  he  would 
give  them  his  support. 

Mr.  Hawes  could  not  concur  in  the 
observations  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Brighton.  He  was  surprised  that  any 
Gentleman  sitting  on  that  side  of  the 
House,  should  deprecate  the  debating  the 
important  questions  which  had  been  al- 
luoed  to  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  must  be  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  very  strange  constituency, 
when  he  stated,  that  the  only  subject  for 
consideration  was,  the  transfer  of  political 
power  from  Ministers  on  this  side,  to  those 
on  the  opposite  benches.  He  was  asto- 
nished that  any  hon.  Gentleman  professing 
liberal  opinions,  should  be  ignorant  of 
the  anxious  state  of  the  public  mind  on 
the  great  topics  before  the  House.  If  the 
only  question  was,  what  men  should  rule 
the  country,  it  was  immaterial  to  him 
whether  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary  for 
(he  Colpnies,  or  the  right  hon.  Baronet 


was  in  office;  but  the  present  debate  in- 
volved the  consideration  of  the  most  im- 
portant measures,  and  the  adoption  of  the 
greatest  practical   improvement    in    the 
commercial  policy  of  the  country,    The 
speech  last  night  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  excited  his  astonishment, 
as  he,  in  the  most  confident  tone,  put 
forward  statements  respecting  the  finances 
of  the  country  of  such  an  extraordinary 
character,  that  if  no  one  took  them  up, 
and  exposed  their  fallacy,  they  might  pro- 
duce  much  misapprehension  throughout 
the  country.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Member  for  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge was  most  anxious  to   invest  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  with  all  the 
attributes  of  a  Katterfelto  and  the  Wizard 
of  the  North.     He,  however,  would  take 
care  that  the  mantle  of  the  wizard  was 
worn  by  the  right  person.    A  charge  had 
been  brought  against  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  and  chiefly  in  the  other 
House,   that,  for   the   last    ten     years, 
1,000,000/.  annually  had  been  added  to 
the  debt  of  the  country,  and  that,  during 
that  time,  the  successive  Chancellors  of 
the  Exchequer  had    taken   no  steps  to 
meet  the  deficiencies,  which  charge  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  distinctly  and 
implicitly  denied,  and  referred   to  docu- 
ments to  show  the  groundlessness  of  the 
statement.    The  right  hon.  Member  for  • 
the  University  of  Cambridge  did  not  dis- 
pute the  facts  or  the  figures  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,   but  certainly 
with  great  skill  and  ability,  threw  very 
considerable  mystification  over  the  state- 
ment of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  did  so  in  a  way  to  lead,  in  the  result, 
to  the   inference  that  the  gross  funded 
debt  of  the  country  had  not  been  reduced. 
Now,  how  stood  the  facts  of  the  case  ?  In 
order  to  make  a  fair  comparison  between 
the  state  of  the  debt  in  1831  and  1841, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  referred 
to  a  paper  which  had  been  laid  before  the 
House ;  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the 
amount  of  the  gross  debt  in  1831,  he 
took  the  amount  of  the  funded  debt  from 
the  annual  finance  accounts  of  that  year, 
to  which  he  added  the  additional  value  of 
the  annuities  which  had   been  given  in 
place  of  stock.     He  pursued  the  same 
course  in  estimating  the  amount  of  the 
debt  in  1841.    By  this  means  he  found 
the  actual  gross  amount  of  the  funded 
debt  in  1831  was  838,549,000/.,  and  \x^ 

.yu.cu  uy  Google 


3B3 


A^ouTMd  Debate 


{Aug,  27} 


(Fourth  Day). 


354 


1841  the  amount  was  816,957,000/.  Now 
in  this  latter  estimate,  the  West- Indian 
loan  had  been  left  out  of  the  calculation. 
This  loan,  which  was  assented  to  by  all 
parties  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  could 
not  be  made  the  groundwork  of  a  charge 
against  the  present  Government.  He  had 
never  assented  to  that  loan,  but  all  other 
parties  had  taken  glory  to  themselves  for 
having  made  such  a  sacrifice  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  and  he  perfectly  recol- 
lected that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  was  amongst  the  supporters  of  it. 
Striking,  therefore,  out  of  the  estimate  the 
amount  of  the  West-Indian  loan,  and 
taking  the  amounts  of  the  gross  funded 
debt  in  1831  and  1841,  the  result  showed 
in  the  latter  year — less  the  West-Indian 
loan— a  reductibn  of  the  debt  of  not 
less  than  22,592,000/.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  in  answer  to  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  stated  that  he 
had  forgotten  to  take  into  his  consider- 
ation the  difference  which  had  arisen 
from  giving  terminable  in  the  place  of 
permanent  annuities.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  when  he  was  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  brought  in  a  measure  to 
enable  the  commissioners  of  the  debt  to 
grant  annuities  on  the  transfer  of  stock ; 
but  was  the  additional  charge  met  that 
would  arise  from  this  transfer?  For  it 
was  obviously  impossible  to  convert  per- 
manent into  terminable  annuities,  without 
a  charge  for  the  period  of  the  duration  of 
the  latter.  This  bad  been  made  by  every 
Whig  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for 
thb  was  the  mode  in  which  they  applied 
their  surplus  revenue  in  way  of  sinking 
fund,  and  the  result  was,  that  reduction 
had  been  effected  to  the  amount  of 
22,500,000/.  For  instance,  suppose  there 
was  a  permanent  annuity  of  100/.  a-year, 
which  was  to  be  transferred  into  a  limit- 
able  one,  the  amount  would  be,  for  in- 
stance, 110/.  Now  this  10/.  a-year,  in 
addition,  went  in  extinction  of  the  debt, 
so  it  was  with  the  additional  charge  for 
that  portion  of  the  debt  where  there  was 
terminable  annuities.  This  was  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  which  indeed  was  perfectly  in- 
contestible.  He,  therefore,  thought  that 
it  was  almost  unfair  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman when  he  could  point  out  no  fal- 
lacy or  decry  any  fact  in  the  statement  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  To 
say  the  least  of  it,  it  was  a  very  bold  pro- 
ceeding to  deal  thus  with  a  matter  of 
VOL.  LIX.   {2Si} 


finance,  which  he  believed  had  seldom  been 
equalled  in  that  House.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  should  have  used  a  little  more 
caution  before  he  compared  (he  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  the  Wizard  of  the 
North,  and  designated  him  as  the  existing 
Katterfelto  for  having  made  a  clear  state- 
ment of  figures.  If  the  imputation  were 
intended  for  nothing,  it  was  better  not  to 
have  applied  the  charge  of  legerdemain  to 
a  political  opponent  on  such  groundless 
foundation.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
also  took  great  credit  to  himself  for  the 
present  state  of  the  sugar  market,  as  a 
proof  of  the  justness  of  the  view  that  he 
had  adopted  when  the  subject  was  last 
before  Parliament.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said,  that  if  they  took  the  con- 
sumption of  sugar  for  the  three  months 
from  the  5ih  of  May,  1840,  and  this  was 
compared  with  the  consumption  for  the 
three  months  ending  the  5th  of  May, 
1841,  there  was  a  great  increase  in  the 
consumption  of  sugar.  If  the  rate  of  con- 
sumption for  the  latter  period  was  to  be 
taken  as  the  probable  rate  for  the  whole 
year,  the  increase  of  consumption  would 
be  so  great  that  it  might  be  asserted  that 
as  much  sugar  would  be  consumed  in 
this  as  in  any  former  year.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  stated,  that  in  1825  the 
discussions  in  that  House,  in  the  then 
partial  alterations  that  were  made  in  the 
sugar  duties,  led  to  great  inconvenience 
in  the  trade  ;  when  they  came  to  a  tem- 
porary settlement  of  the  matter  in  the 
next  year  the  markets  became  more  buoy- 
ant, and  the  trade  revived ;  and  so  it  would 
be  in  the  present  instance,  and  referred 
to  the  increased  consumption  for  the  three 
months  that  he  had  taken.  Now  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  recollect  that  the 
period  of  the  year  that  he  had  taken,  was 
not  that  from  which  anything  like  a  pro- 
bable amount  of  the  consumption  of  the 
year  should  be  estimated.  The  three  months 
from  May  constituted  the  fruit  season, 
when  the  consumption  of  sugar  was  con- 
siderably larger  than  at  any  other  period 
of  the  year.  If  they  took  the  same  period 
of  the  antecedent  year,  the  same  principle 
would  be  found  to  obtain.  The  chief  fact, 
however,  which  related  to  the  consumption 
of  sugar,  was,  that  if  corn  was  dear,  the 
poorer  classes  would  expend  a  larger  por- 
tion of  their  incomes  on  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  less  would  be  expended  on  such 
a  luxury,  if  he  might  so  term  it,  as  sugar. 
He  found  that  the  average  of  the  con- 
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samptioQ  of  nugwt  for  the  year  1840»  was 
15:ilbs.  per  head.  The  average  price  of 
sugar,  according  to  the  official  retorns, 
during  the  first  six  months  of  1841 »  was 
42s.  lOflf.  per  cwt.,  while  the  average 
price  for  1840  was  44s.;  so  that  he  was 
justified  in  saying,  that  there  was  not  a 
sufficient  difference  in  tlie  price  to  disturb 
the  amount  of  consumption  per  head ;  he 
would  therefore  take  it  for  the  present 
year  at  15|lb8.  Allowing  for  the  increase 
of  the  population  in  the  year,  the  con- 
sumption would  only  be  Id^Ibs.  a-head 
for  1841,  or  a  diminution  of  1 1|  per  cent. 
If  bread,  however,  was  dearer,  the  neces^ 
sary  consequence  would  be,  that  sugar 
would  not  be  taken  to  the  same  extent  as 
when  it  was  cheaper.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stated,  that  there  was  a  greater 
consumption  in  the  present  year,  notwith** 
standing  there  was  more  distress  and  suf- 
fering ihroughooi  the  country,  and  when 
our  manufactures  were  in  a  languishing 
stste ;  this  was  a  very  good  specimen  of 
the  political  economy  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  In  the  case  of  the  higher 
classes  the  consumption  remained  the 
same :  no  doubt  the  high  price  would  make 
no  difference  to  the  right  hoo.  Gentleman, 
who  on  that  account  would  not  take  leas 
sugar,  but  this  was  not  the  case  with  the 
poor  man.  Let  what  was  called  a  luiory 
rise  in  price,  it  would  go  almost  entirely 
out  of  consumption  with  him.  The  efiect 
of  the  increased  price  operated  as  a  total 
denial  of  the  article  to  him.  Taking  the 
average  consumption  at  ]5j;lbs.  per  head, 
the  consumption  of  four  persons  would  be 
611b9.  a-year.  Of  these  four  persons  one 
might  be  supposed  to  belong  to  the  richer 
and  the  other  three  to  the  poorer  classes. 
The  consumption  of  sugar  amongst  the 
higher  classes  was  much  g^reater  than 
with  the  poorer  elaaies.  He  believed,  that 
it  would  be  found  aeeording  to  the  best 
statistical  returns  that  had  been  prepared 
on  the  subject^  that  the  coosumption  of 
sugar  amongst  the  higher  classes  anight  be 
taken  at  37lbs.  per  head.  If  this  was  the 
case,  there  would  ooly  remain  34lbs.  for 
the  other  three  pcfsons,  and  thus  the  con« 
sumption  of  sugar  amoogst  the  poorer 
classes  would  be  reduced  U>  Bibs,  u  beud4 
Allowing  for  the  inerease  of  population  in 
the  year  the  consumption  would  be  54lbe« 
for  four  persons  in  1841,  or  IS^^ba.  per 
head.  The  riek  pecaon  would  still  co«« 
sume  d71b8.,  while  only  17lbs.  would  be 
^^*  ^f  the  three  poor  peaomj,  or  about 


S^lbs.  per  head.  Such  was  the  efftct  i 
the  operation  of  high  prices  upon  tl 
lower  classes.  The  statement  of  the  rigl 
hon.  Gentleman,  then,  with  respect  to  il 
sugar  dutiesi  was  not  more  correct  than  h 
observations  on  the  state  of  the  fiaanci 
and  both  excited  in  hiS(Mr.  Hswes*i)  mil 
no  little  surprise.  The  ri|;ht  hon.  Gent! 
men  went  into  the  question  of  the  timb 
duties,  and  said  that  there  could  be  t 
difference  in  the  amount  of  revenue  duri 
the  present  year.  The  right  hon.  Gent 
man  and  his  colleagues  took  care  to  pi 
sue  such  a  course  as  to  give  no  chance 
an  increased  amount  for  either  this  yi 
or  the  next.  The  right  hon.  Qeotlen 
therefore,  could  not  take  any  merit 
himself  on  this  account.  It  now  seen 
to  be  admitted  by  all  parties  that  ' 
timber  duties  was  otie  of  the  questions 
be  dealt  with  by  a  Conservative  Gove 
ment,  and  he  trusted  tliis  Would  torn 
to  be  the  case.  The  great  ground  allej 
in  the  other  House  for  want  of  confidei 
was  the  neglect  on  the  purt  of  Govi 
ment  of  the  finances  of  the  country*  T 
had  been  told,  that  year  after  year  t 
had  gone  on  with  a  deficiency^  that  i 
after  year  they  had  made  no  provision 
this,  and  that  now  things  had  anrive< 
such  a  pass  that  they  could  not  be  alio 
to  remain  as  they  were.  Sotne  Mem 
of  both  Houses  agreed  in  this  Maori 
but  he  should  like  to  know  what  soi 
ground  there  waa  for  this  accusati 
The  hon.  Gkntleman  who  tnored 
amendment  to  the  Address  not  only  d 
on  this  point,  but  went  into  all  sort 
subjects.  He,  amongst  other  things, 
that  questions  of  wsr  might  be  rtgh 
wrong,  and  he  would  not  say  whi 
they  were  either,  and  the  only  reuson 
he  gave  for  his  propo8itN>n  was,  that  t 
had  been  elected  Member  for  Yorks 
he  was  bound  to  move  a  vote  of  mm 
confidence.  He  begged  the  House  t 
upon  what  ground  the  charge  of  m 
was  imputed  to  Ibe  Government  on 
score  of  the  finances.  Financinl  deficie 
were  incidental,  not  merely  to  Whig 
vernmeota,  for  they  had  k^ppenc< 
forsr^er  oeeasions.  For  instance^  in 
year  1926*26,  wkieb  was  at  a  period 
we  sent  a  force  to  Portugal,  mmA  w 
indeed,  occasioned  it,  a  conecdesabi 
ficieney  occurred  in  tJ»e  revenwe.  At 
period  Govemnttnt  relied  aa^  be  iktf 
wisely— on  the  buoyancy  ci  the  ecu 
and  on  the  effeol  ihns  wouki  be  prod 
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by  fltikinif  a  §tep  f owatdt  tlie  *d<»ptton  of 
tb0  principles  of  fVee  trade.     Such  was  the 
bentflicral  effect  of  the  latter  proceeding, 
that  within  a  very  sh  ort  period  not  only 
bad  the  deficiency  beed  fully  made  up, 
but  there  was  eueh  an  increase  of  revenue 
ai   to  enable  the  Government  to  make 
leveral  reductions  in  taxation.     Bat  what 
was  the  present  state  of  financial  defi- 
cleacies?    In  the  year  183d  there  was  a 
deficiency,  chiefiy  occasioned  by  the  n^ 
beUiontn  Canada^  amoontin^to  14428,000/. 
In  1839  the  deficiency  ivas  490,000^,  and 
he  begged  the  Hoose  to  msik  how  the 
reventte  had  recovered  in  the  course  of  a 
year  not  less  than  a  million.     In  the  year 
1840,  ther^  was  a  deficiency  of  I  ^450^000/. 
oeeasioned  by  the  war  in  China  and  Syria. 
When  this  oecorred,  of  cottrse»  it  became 
tbe  daty  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
qtter  to  adopt  some  means  to  revive  the 
state  of  the  finances  of  the  country.    The 
CHaooellor  of  the  Eichequer,  in  tbe  first 
iaeianee,  added  five  per  tfent.  io  the  daties 
on  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  in  this 
be  was  supported  by  the  other  side  of  tbe 
Hease«  and  was    complimented    oo  the 
energy  wbicb  he  bad  manifested  on  the 
oc«rasiof>|  and  on  his  aoi  being  actuated 
by  any  friar  of  oepopularlty  from  the  cottrse 
which  he  had  aaopted.    On  the  present 
occasion,  th^  Chancellor  of  (he  Exchequer 
came  forward  not  to  add  to  the  burthens 
of  tbe  peopie»  bot  to  lightea  the  heavy  aod 
qppfessive  obargea    oa   aoch    important 
aitielea^  aa  sogar^  tunber,  aod  corn,  and 
foraaotbi  in    conseqoence  of  this,   hon. 
Qentleaaen  apposite,  met  him  with  a  vote 
of  want  of  confidcnee.    Tbe  pr^rty  oppo- 
site were  aayioua one  year  to  tax  the  people 
and  were  ba  next  year  jost  as  anxious  to 
prevent  any  redoetion  of  taxatioa.    Wheli 
tbe  people  of  Eoglaad  reconsidered  these 
eireamalances,   and  tbe  decision    which 
tbey    bad  given    at  the    late  election, 
•ader  delaaion  and  intimidation,  he  was 
aatisfied   thai  they  would  arrive  at  a  dif* 
fareDt  verdict.    This  would  be  tbe  result 
when  Ihey  found  tbe  present  Chancellor  of 
the  Excbeqoar  had  been  changed  for  ano- 
ther ;  the  buaineas  of  whom  would  be  to 
invent  new  taxes  instead  of  reducing  them 
aa  tba  Whig  CbanosUor  of  the  Eacheqoet 
bad  propoaed  to  do.  He  admitted,  that  bon« 
Oenileaicn  opposite  had  been  retained  by 
n  largn  majority,  aod    although  with  a 
beetle  tod  pemrf al  majority  opposed  to 
Ibemribeea  witk  whom  be  acted  would, 
aa  bafare^   persist   in   bringing  foaisard 


mcasores  of  liberal  policy,  feeling  confix 
dent,  as  they  were  befbre,  when  in  a  small 
minority,  that  they  should  ultimately  curry 
Ihem  in  triumph,  as  they  were  founded  on 
tbe  principles  of  troth  and  justice.  He 
found  in  the  amend<nent  the  following  ex« 
pression  ;-* 

"To  assure  her  Majesty  that  we  are  deeply 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  those  consider- 
ations which  her  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  direot  our  attention  in  reference  to 
the  commerce  and  revenue  of  the  country,  and 
to  the  laws  which  regulate  the  trade  in  corn." 

He  would  ask,  althongb  he  did  not  ex- 
t>ect  to  get  an   answer  to  his  question, 
whether,  when  Gentlemen  opposite  had  car- 
ded their  amendment,  they  intended  to  act 
upon  it«  Did  they  mean  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  great  subjects  of  commerce 
and  revenoe,  and  the  laws  which  regulate 
the  trade  in  corn  ?    If  tbey  intended  to  do 
io,  was  it  too  much  to  ask  for  some  ex- 
planation as  to  the  course  tbey  intended 
to  parsae*     If  they  did  not,  but  intended 
to  postpone  the  whole  subject,  never  were 
a  people  more  insulted  by  a  Hoose  of 
Commons,  or  a  Speech  from  tbe  Throne 
treated  with  greater  disrespect.     He  be-^ 
lieved  that  what  they  intended  to  do  was 
to  adjourn  the  Hoose  immediately  after 
they  bad  carried  their  amendment  and 
obtained  place  and  power.  They  admitted 
that  they  were  fully  awara  of  the  auffer- 
iags  of  the  people ;  bot  still  they  were  de-< 
termined  to  poatpooe  the  consideration  oC 
the  subject  until  next  spring.     Was  ever 
a  Speech  from  the  Throne  suffered  to  be 
treated  in  this  way  before  ?    The  House 
of  Commons  was  to  be  prevented  going 
into  tbe  conaideratioa  of  this  subject  for 
nine  months.     He  did  not  believe,  that 
history  furnished  an  instance  of  a  com- 
munication from  tba  Throne  being  treated 
with  greater  insult.     The  noble  l^vrd  who 
seconded  the  amendasent  had  stated,  that 
he  was  an  advocate  of  free  trade,  and  had 
identified  himself  with  tbe  support  of  the 
principles  of  Mr.  Hoskiason.     He  hoped 
the  noble  Lord  woisld  explain  what  mea- 
snres  he  intended  to  submit  to  the  House 
in  conformity  with  tbe  principles  of  that 
statesman.     The  party  opposite  claimed 
merit  for  tbe  altaratk>n  of  the  tariff,  and 
would    bave   it  b^ieved    that  they    in- 
tended  to  carry  oot  their  princip^ks  in 
altering  and  naitigating  tbe  laws  referring 
to  commerce.  Hthey  were  sincere  in  tliis, 
did  they  mean  to  let  the  subject    rest 
fot  nine  saooths  I    What  a  contrast  was 
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this  proceeding  with  that  of  the  Liberal 
party  in  1825  and  1826.     Seeing,  at  that 
tunc,  the  measures  which  Mr.  Huskisson 
had  broujrht  forward  were  highly  beneficial 
atid  calculated   to  promote  the  good  of 
the  country,  and  that  that  statesman  had 
been   taunted  and  abused,   and  charged 
with  being  a  cold-hearted  metaphysician 
for  having  brought  them  forward,  the  great 
Liberal  party  of  England  came  forward 
and  gave  their  zealous  aid  to  him  so  as  to 
enable   him  to  carry   them   in  triumph. 
Again,  in  1829,  when  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman   brought    forward    the    Catholic 
question,  the  Liberal   party   gave    their 
liberal  support  to  the  Government.     In 
1830,  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  gave 
great  dissatisfaction  to  the  agriculturists 
in  that  House,  and  by  the  great  forbear- 
ance of  the  Whigs,  and  the  support  of  the 
Liberal  party,  the  Government  were  able 
to  carry  the  Address.     On  this  occasion 
the  measures  alluded  to  in  the  Speech 
were  acknowledged  by  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site to  be  of  great  importance,  and  with 
respect  to  which   there  was  proof  upon 
proof  that,  if  carried,  they  would  greatly 
extend  the  markets  for  our  manufactures. 
They  determined  to  postpone  ail  consider- 
ation of  these  subjects  for  almost  twelve 
months,  that  they  might  get  place  and 
power.     A  system  of  policy  more  mean 
and  sordid  never  was  exhibited  in  any 
country,  or,  at  any  rate,  the  history  of  this 
country  never  furnished  an  instance  of 
such  a  proceeding.     The  party  opposite 
admitted  the  justice  of  the  principles  em- 
bodied  in   the  proposed    measures,   but 
would  not  apply  them ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing   the  sufSerings  of  the  people,  they 
refused  to  take  them  into  consideration, 
for  nearly  a  twelvemonth.    The   House 
had  been  told  that  it  was  a  proof  of  great 
statesmanship  to  be  silent  on  questions  of 
this  kind  for  the  present.     What  was  the 
explanation  of  their  refusing  to  relieve  the 
country  from  taxation  7     He  believed  the 
reason  was,  that  the  new  Government  was 
one  of  coalition  and  compromise,  and  they 
feared  that  if  they  spoke  oat  and  delivered 
their  opinions  on  these  questions,  that 
those  of  one  Gentleman  would  be  found 
to  clash  with  those  of  another— that  the 
interests  of  one  class  of  its  supporters 
would  be  found  to  interfere  with  those  of 
another,  and  that,  therefore,   they  were 
obliged  to  be  silent  from  the  most  un- 
worthy purposes.    He  believed  that  no 
coalition  Government  could  stand  in  this 


{COMMONS}  to  the  Speech^  3«0 

country,  and  he  sincerely  hoped  that  such 
a  Government  never  might.     Did  hon. 
Gentlemen  mean  to  say,  that  anything  of 
the  kind  existed  on  his  side  of  the  House. 
The  party  opposite  had  two  Whigs  to  form 
part  of  their  new  Government    The  noble 
Lord,  the  Member  for  North  Lancashire, 
stated  that  he  had  changed  his  place,  but 
had  never  changed  his  principles.     Had 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Tamworth,  changed  ?     No,  he  was  con- 
sistent in  his  conduct.     He  (Mr.  Hawes) 
declared  to  God,  that  he  would  rather 
have  that  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  dic- 
tator and   sole  governor  of  the  country 
than  a  Government  mixed  up  of  such  dis- 
cordant materials  as  the  new  Administra- 
tion  would  be  composed  of.    There  was 
the  strongest  feeling  existing  in  the  coun- 
try against  the  formation  of  anything  like 
a  coalition  Government.   On  this  point  he 
would  refer  to  the  language  of  a  modem 
historian,  who,  in  allusion  to  the  formation 
of  the  coalition  Government  in  the  last 
century,  said  that, 

*'  Id  the  first  place,  that  Government  had  to 
conteDd  against  the  hostility  of  the  King,  who 
never  forgave  their  forcing  themselves  upon 
him,  and  they  never  possessed  the  confidence 
of  the  nation,  whoever  regarded  the  formation 
of  a  coalition  Government  as  an  abaodonment 
of  principle  for  the  sake  of  place." 

Was  it  not  notorious,  that  the  party 
opposite  were  chiefly  returned  at  the  last 
election,  on  the  pledge  of  the  maintenance 
of  the  Corn-laws,  and  of  affording  pro- 
tection to  agriculture  ?  The  very  first 
public  step  that  all  persons  expected  of 
the  so-called  adherents  to  the  present  Corn- 
laws,  would  be  to  propose  an  alteration. 
The  very  first  duty  that  it  was  believed 
they  would  have  to  perform,  was  the 
revision  of  these  very  laws.  It  was  not  to 
him  a  matter  of  surprise,  that  they  had 
come  to  a  determination  to  re-consider 
these  laws,  for  the  effect  of  them  was,  to 
give  protection  to  the  farmer,  by  the  sa- 
crifice of  the  other  portions  of  the  com- 
munity. It  was  scarcity  on  the  part  of 
the  consumer  that  gave  protection  to  the 
farmer.  This  was  admitted  in  several  of 
the  agricultural  reports.  The  last  com- 
mittee on  the  state  of  agriculture  made  no 


report,  but  it  was  stated  in  that  House, 
that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
that  it  was  desirable  to  leave  agriculture 
alone ;  but  then,  and  even  up  to  the  pre- 
sent moment,  the  principle  that  be  had 
stated  was  acknowledged  to  be  true  as 
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regarded  these  laws*  At  present  there 
was  general  distress,  which  he  must  attri- 
bute to  the  Corn-laws.  They  were  said 
now  to  serve  as  a  protection  to  the  farmers, 
but  they  were  only  beneficial  to  that  body 
when  tbey  were  injurious  to  the  people. 
In  years  of  abundance  they  were  injurious 
to  the  fanner  in  our  home  market,  and  in 
seasons  of  scarcity  they  prevented  a  proper 
supply  of  food  being  brought  to  market. 
In  1834,  they  were  told  (hat  these  laws 
should  be  maintained,  as  it  was  desirable 
that  in  the  supply  of  food  this  country 
should  be  independent  of  foreigners.  From 
year  to  year  had  they  secured  their  inde- 
pendence? Had  tbey  not  been  obliged 
to  obtain  corn  from  foreign  markets  almost 
every  year  since  the  period  he  had  just 
alluaed  to  ?  In  that  year,  when  there  was 
such  an  abundant  harvest,  the  Corn-laws 
trembled  in  the  balance,  and  they  were 
then  continued,  as  was  alleged,  simply  on 
the  ground  that  the  people  ought  not  to 
be  dependent  on  foreign  nations  for  the 
supply  of  food.  The  whole  history  of  the 
Corn-laws,  from  1820  to  1841,  tended  to 
show  that  this  country  must  be  dependent 
on  foreign  nations  for  a  portion  of  its 
corn.  This  country  was,  and,  indeed, 
ought  to  be  so ;  for  a  great  commercial 
country  roust  derive  an  advantage  from 
interchanging  its  produce  with  the  industry 
of  other  nations.  He  contended,  therefore, 
that  for  our  own  welfare,  it  was  desirable 
that  we  should  look  to  other  nations  for  a 
portion  of  their  raw  produce.  Another 
reason  which  had  been  alleged  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  Corn-laws,  was,  that  our 
manufacturers  had  protection,  and  that 
therefore,  the  agriculturists  should  be  pro- 
tected. The  manufacturers,  however,  re- 
.  pudiated  protection.  He  was  a  manufac- 
turer  himself,  and  for  one,  desired  most 
ardently  that  all  protection  should  be  re- 
moved. His  hon.  Friend,  the  Member 
for  Stockport,  who  might  almost  be  re- 

Srded  as  the  representative  of  the  manu- 
:turers,  in  his  speech,  the  other  evening, 
in  which  he  displayed  such  singular  ability, 
denounced  protection  on  behalf  of  the 
class  with  which  he  was  connected.  They 
were  told,  that  agriculture  was  subject  to 
peculiar  burdens  which  did  not  fall  on  the 
other  classes — that,  therefore,  they  were 
entitled  to  protection.  Would  honourable 
Gentlemen  opposite  agree  to  give  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  this  subject  ?  He 
would  himself  move  for  such  a  committee, 
to  inquire  into  the  burdens  said  to  fall 
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peculiarly  heavy  on  the  agricultural  in« 
cerest ;  and  if  the  committee  was  appointed 
and  the  result  of  the  inquiry  appeared  to 
be,  that  they  were  charged  more  than  the 
other  classes,  he  would  willingly  consent 
to  give  them  protection  to  that  extent. 
In  the  present  system  there  was  neither 
justice  nor  wisdom,  and  there  was  no  se- 
curity in  the  course  which  had  been  taken. 
What  was  the  state  of  the  present  averages? 
In  the  week  ending  the  lOth  of  July,  the 
price  of  corn  was  64s.  lid.  per  quarter, 
in  the  week  ending  July  23,  it  was  66$,  2(f., 
on  July  30,  68s.  3d.,  on  the  6th  August, 
70s.  3d.,  on  13th  August,  72s.  3d.,  and 
in  the  week  ending  the  20th  of  August, 
74s.  7d.  He  took  these  returns  from  the 
official  averages  in  the  Gazette,  The 
average  price  regulating  the  duty  would, 
therefore,  be  69s.  6d..  If,  however,  be- 
tween the  present  time  and  the  week 
ending  September  9,  the  three  weekly 
averages  should  average  only  71s.  7d., 
then  all  the  wheat  now  in  bond  would  be 
admitted  at  a  duty  of  2s.  8d.  If  at  that 
time  the  weekly  averages  should  average 
73s.  7d.,  being  Is.  under  the  last  average 
advertised,  then  wheat  would  come  in  at 
Is.  duty  only.  Now,  how  much  wheat 
was  there  in  bond  ?  The  foreign  and 
colonial  wheat  and  wheat-flour  in  the 
warehouses  on  the  5th  of  August,  1841, 
was^in  quarters,  taking  3J  cwts.  of  fiour^ 
as  equal  to  a  quarter  of  wheat: — wheat 
708,373  qrs.,  and  flour  366,675  cwt.,  or, 
in  all,  813,137  qrs. ;  and  since  that  date, 
in  the  last  three  weeks,  there  had  been 
imported  into  London,  Liverpool,  and 
Hull,  about  106,972  qrs.,  making  a  gross 
total,  to  come  in,  perhaps,  at  the  lowest 
duty,  of  nearly  one  million  quarters  by  the 
end  of  this  month,  or  a  little  later ;  so  that 
the  result  of  the  fine  protection  to  agricul- 
ture, of  which  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
talked  so  loudly,  was  to  let  all  this  large 
quantity  of  wheat  into  the  country  at  the 
lowest  possible  duty  provided  by  the 
sliding  scale  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
He  had  occupied  the  House  at  some 
length,  but  he  could  assure  them  he  was 
not  desirous  of  intruding  himself  upon 
their  time  beyond  what  he  believed  to  be 
due  to  the  subject,  and  due  to  the  great 
interests  which  he  had  the  honour  to  re* 
present  in  that  House.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Yorkshire  had  said,  he  was  the  bearer 
of  an  answer  from  his  constituents  to  the 
question  which  had  been  put  to  the  country. 
No  doubt  the  hon.  Gentleman  repj^esented 
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a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, and  the  hon.  Member  must  feel  it 
to  be  a  proud  and  distinguished  honour  to 
have  been  elected  by  them;  but  he  also,  re- 
presented no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the 
community;  one  of  the  largest  districts 
of  this  great  metropolis  had  been  pleased  to 
send  him  to  that  House  as  their  representa- 
tive, and  in  that  capacity  he  distinctly  and 
emphatically  gave  in  a  totally  different 
answer  from  that  which  had  been  delivered 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Yorkshire.  His 
constituents  had  sent  him  there,  not  to 
uphold  any  particular  interest,  nor,  unless 
he  could  do  so  on  grounds  of  sound  policy 
and  honesty,  to  support  any  particular 
party  in  (hat  House ;  and  this  he  would 
say,  that  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  were  to 
acme  into  power,  and  should  really  apply 
himself  to  serve  and  benefit  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  country,  without  devoting 
himself  to  party  or  sectional  interests,  be, 
for  one,  as  an  humble  individual,  would 
give  him  his  cordral  support.  As  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury  had  said,  he  would 
not  offer  that  right  hon,  Baronet  any  fac- 
tious opposition ;  but  his  firm  belief  was, 
that  the  course  which  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet must  take,  in  accordance  with  all 
his  former  principles,  and  his  party  attach- 
ments, must  be  hostile  to  the  viens  and  in- 
terests of  those  whom  he  oame  there  to  re* 
present;  and  he  therefore  belit^ved  it  would 
be  his  duty  to  give  that  right  hop.  Baronet 
his  earnest  opposition.  It  had  been  put 
to  the  House,  that  no  confidence  was  to 
be  placed  in  the  present  ministry  on  ge- 
neral questions;  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
Yorkshire  had,  with  lingular  infelicity, 
selected  the  foreign  policy  of  ministers  ai 
a  ground  for  this  assumption.  The  hon. 
Member,  however,  making  the  liberal  con- 
cession that  he  had  not  quite  made  up  his 
mind  as  to  the  question  of  right  or  wrong  in 
the  wars  which  had  taken  place;  and  that, 
indeed,  he  did  not  think  the  question  of 
right  or  wrong  had  much  to  do  with  the 
consideration  of  the  foreign  policy  of  the 
Government.  There  was  one  great  dis- 
tinction to  be  drawn  between  the  course 
taken  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  who  was 
to  be  chief  minister  of  this  country,  and 
that  pursued  by  Lord  Grey,  when  be  was 
a  candidate  for  that  higli  station;  that 
nobleman  did  not  hesitate  to  pledge  his 
party  to  peace,  retrenchment, and  reform; 
and  he  would  take  upon  himself  to  say,  that 
the  great  question  of  the  peace  of  Europe 
bad  been  maintained  by  the  present  Oo- 
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vernmenty  and  maintained  in  spite  of  th« 
greatest  possible  difficulties.  Again,  la 
the  article  of  retrenchment,  there  had  un- 
doubtedly been  a  great  deal  eflPected  by 
the  Whig  Government ;  and  though  he 
and  other  R4idieals  might  perhaps  think 
I  hat  retrenchment  had  not  been  carried 
to  the  extent  which  it  ought  to  have 
reached,  and  of  which  it  was  suiceptible, 
yet  he  could  not  say  there  waa  anything 
to  induce  him  to  transfer  his  confidence 
in  favour  of  the  party  opposite,  calling  to 
mind,  as  he  did,  the  whole  history  of  their 
management  in  past  times,  of  the  fioanoea 
of  the  country.  The  grounde,  then,  on 
which  he  retained  the  steady  confidence 
which  he  had  hitherto  reposed  in  Govern* 
ment  were  these;  that  they  had,  in  the 
main,  preserved  the  great  principles  which 
they  put  forth  clearly,  distinctly,  and  tan- 
gibly before  the  world.  On  the  other  aide 
of  the  House  he  found  no  principles  at 
all ;  he  heard  of  no  measures  being  pro* 
pounded,  of  nothing  being  in  contempla* 
tion  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  comneroe, 
the  wants  of  the  people,  and  to  relieve 
the  fearful  distress  of  the  community ;  all 
he  beard  from  the  Gentlemen  who  moved 
the  amendment^he  should  probably  hear 
something  more  that  evening  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite.— but  all  he  had  heard 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  moved 
the  amendment,  was,  that  some  time  neat 
year  they  would  condescend  to  take  into 
their  consideration  the  state  of  trade  and 
the  sufierings  of  the  people.  He  must 
say,  that  if  there  was  anything  more  par«» 
ticularly  calculated  to  repress  confidenee 
in  the  Gentlemen  opposite,  it  waa  th» 
course  taken  in  thta  debate  by  those  Geni 
tiemcn.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  had  had 
the  honour  of  being  a  colleague  of  Mr, 
Huakisson,  apd  had  he  become  really 
imbued  with  the  principles  of  free  trade 
as  announced  by  that  statesman,  surely-— 
after  all  the  discussions  they  had  bad  on 
the  timber  duties,  the  Coro*Uws«  the 
sugar  duties,  the  general  prineiples  of 
protection,  and  the  general  conduct  of 
trade  without  protection— it  would  not  bo 
too  much  to  aik  the  right  bon.  Qen^ 
tleman  to  state  what  course  be  meant 
to  take  on  those  questions  s  but  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  so 
great  an  experience,  and  who,  he  was  surci 
was  so  desirous  of  serving  his  country—* 
for  him  to  rise  in  his  place,  as  in  all  pro- 
bability he  would,  to  ssy  to  the  people  of 
this  country,  whose  commerce  wm  atag^ 
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BBtir,  whose  prospects  of  improvement 
were  very  distend  aod  who  in  the  mean 
lime  were  suffering  the  most  complicated 
distress— -for  him  to  tell  them  that  at  some 
ftitttre  lime,  he  would  endeavour  to  think 
over  a  remedy  for  their  distresses,  and  the 
depression  of  their  eommercey  would  be  a 
apectade  unworthy  of  his  high  position, 
and  deeply  disappointing  the  just  expect- 
ations of  the  people. 

Mr.  Owlburn  had  never,  for  one  mo* 
ment,  wished  to  throw  any  impatation 
apOQ  the  fair  dealing  and  candour  of  the 
right  bon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  one 
of  the  last  men  upon  whom  any  such 
Yeflectioo  could  be  justly  cast.  All  he 
•ought  to  convey  was,  that  he  differed 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  a  matter 
of  accounts,  and  his  opinion  upon  that 
point  he  slill  retained. 

Captain  Folhill  said,  the  simple  ques- 
tion before  the  House  was  one  which  might 
have  been  brought  to  a  conclusion  at  a 
niieh  earlier  period  than,  he  feared,  it  was 
yet  likely  to  be.  That  question  was,  not 
the  question  of  corn,  of  timber,  or  of  sugar, 
but  whether  her  Majesty's  present  Govern- 
ment were  capable  or  not  of  carrying  on 
the  business  of  the  country.  A  resolution 
was  passed  by  the  late  House  of  Commons 
to  the  effect  that  the  Government  did  not 
possess  the  confidence  of  Parliament,  and 
that  their  remaining  in  office  under  such 
oircumstance  was  at  variance  with  the 
apirit  of  the  constitution.  He  could  not, 
tbertfore,  but  express  his  surprise  at  see- 
ing that  Government  in  office  up  to  the 
C^at  time,  a  Government  which  had 
condemned  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House.  He  was  convinced  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  have  sooner  sub- 
mitted to  have  his  right  hand  cut  off, 
than  have  been  seen  clinging  to  place 
after  such  a  violation  had  been  proved 
against  his  Administration.  The  noble 
I^rd  (Lord  John  Russell)  in  his  treatise 
on  the  British  Constitution,  hadstated,  that 
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**Tbe  first  disturbance  which  is  likely  to 
occur  in  such  a  constitution  as  ours,  is  a  colli- 
sion between  the  Kins  as  Sovereign,  and  the 
Parliament,  formed  of  Lords  and  Commons, 
considered  as  his  advisers.  The  King  by  the 
CooetitutSon  has,  and  must  have,  the  power  of 
namiog  bis  own  servants,  who  are  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  the  executive  Governmenty  but 
if  these  servants  violate  the  laws,  betray  the 
cau8e»  mistake  the  interests,  or  squander  the 
blood  of  their  country,  it  is  as  certain  that  the 
great  council  of  the  nation  must  have  the 


power  of  demanding  and  enforcing  their  dis- 
missal,^ 

A  few  pages  further  on  might  be  found 
sentiments  which  even  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Tamworth  might  have  written. 
They  were  in  these  words':— 

"From  the  doctrine  of  responsibility  of 
Ministers,  it  follows,  that  they  ought  to  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  the  Commons.  Otherwise 
their  measures  will  be  thwarted,  their  promises 
will  be  distrusted,  and,  finding  all  their  steps 
obstructed,  their  efforts  will  be  directed  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  Constitution." 

He  expressed  his  concurrence  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  he 
could  only  regret,  that  the  noble  Ix)rd  was 
not  found  acting  up  to  the  sentiments  he 
had  himself  put  on  record.  The  present 
was  not  the  moment  to  discuss  the  topics 
which  had  been  brought  forward  respect* 
ing  free  trade,  and  he  should  give  his  vote 
in  fovour  of  the  amendment,  because  he 
thought,  that  it  would  bring  into  power  a 
Ministry  which  would  support  the  honour 
of  the  Crown,  and  the  true  interests  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  M.  J.  ffConnell  said,  that  of  all  the 
debates  he  had  ever  listened  to,  this  was 
the  most  peculiarly-marked  by  silence — 
by  silence  on  those  precise  topics  which 
the  country  most  anxiously  expected  to 
hear  discussed.  Hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site had  either  contented  themselves  with 
the  assertion  that  Ministers  had  not  and 
did  not  deserve  to  have  the  confidence  of 
the  country,  without  giving  themselves  the 
trouble  to  state  any  grounds  for  this  opi-^ 
nion  of  theirs,  or,  like  the  hon.  Member 
for  Yorkshire,  they  had  staled  grounds 
on  which  the  confidence  merely  of  the  op- 
position was  withheld  from  Ministers. 
Upon  the  great  questions  of  free  trade  and 
commercial  reform,  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site had  been  pertinaciously  silent,  and 
that  other  great  question,- the  question  of 
Ireland,  had  been  equally  omitted  from  all 
their  speeches.  These  hon.  Gentlemen, 
however,  greatly  deceived  themselves,  if 
they  thought  that  because  they  passed 
these  questions  over  in  silence  in  the 
House,  the  country  would  not  regard 
with  a  burning  sense  of  indignation  the 
conduct  of  those  who  thus  kept  concealed 
the  distinction  between  their  intended  po- 
licy and  that  of  the  Government  whom 
they  proposed  to  supplant.  Looking, 
however,  to  the  prospects  of  the  present 
harvest,  it  might.  It  was  true,  be  some- 
what  awkward  for  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo* 
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she  to  pledge  themselves  to  any  particular 
line  of  policy  on  the  Corn-laws.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  position  of  the  Con- 
servative party  on  this  question  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  bore  a  great  analogy  to  that 
of  the  Conservative  party  in  1828,  in  re- 
ference to  Catholic  Emancipation.  After 
the  most  discouraging  announcement 
from  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  in  1828,  of  the  im- 
possibility of  making  any  concession  to 
the  Catholics,  the  very  next  thing  the 
public  heard,  was,  that  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation had  been  determined  on;  it  re- 
mained to  be  seen  whether  the  Corn-laws 
would  undergo  the  same  fate  at  the  hands 
of  the  proximate  Premier.  It  would  not 
be  at  all  a  subject  of  wonder  with  him  to 
find  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  when  in 
power,  availing  himself  of  the  principles 
and  support  of  the  present  advocates  of 
free  trade  in  corn,  as  well  as  other  arti- 
cles, to  the  immense  indignation  of  the 
stanch  friends  of  monoply  who  now  swell- 
ed his  ranks,  and  who  would  then  exclaim, 
as  the  stanch  opponents  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  exclaimed,  in  1829,  Nusquam 
tuta  fides.  As  to  Ireland,  how  had  the 
organ  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  the 
Timeg  newspaper,  treated  the  Orange 
outrage  committed  by  the  late  high-she- 
riff of  Fermanagh,  in  sealing  the  return  of 
the  Members  for  that  county  with  his  own 
seal,  bearing  the  detestable  device,  ''  The 
Pope  in  the  pillory,  the  pillory  in  hell,  and 
the  devil  pelting  priests  at  him,"  that  re- 
turn also  being  tied  with  orange  ribbon, 
instead  of  being  fastened  in  the  usual 
manner?  Why  the  Times  abused  Lord 
Ebrington  for  dismissing  the  person  who 
had  been  guilty  of  this  outrage,  and  went 
the  length  of  saying  ''  that  a  Protestant 
magistrate  had  been  dismissed,  merely  for 
sending  the  return  of  Members  stitched 
with  yellow  instead  of  red  tape.*'  Now 
he  would  put  it  to  the  Members  for  the 
universities  in  either  country — he  would 
put  it  to  every  Member  of  the  church  of 
England — whether  the  seal  put  on  that 
return  was  not,  in  reference  to  his  religion, 
a  sort  of  blasphemy  ?  L"  Hear^  hear ^* from 
the  Opposition  benches.']  He  was  glad  to 
bear  from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  this 
disclaimer  of  the  language  of  the  Time$ 
newspaper;  but  still  it  had  a  very  unfa- 
vourable appearance  for  Ireland,  that  for 
dismissing  the  roan  who  had  committed 
this  outrage  upon  the  Roman  Catholic 
faitb|  Lord  Ebrington  should  be  denounc- 
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ed  by  the  organ  of  the  Tory  party,  and 
that  his  conduct  in  the  matter  should  al- 
most appear  to  form  a  part  of  the  grounds 
of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Ministry. 
The  last  intelligence  from  Ireland  had  in- 
formed the  public  of  a  practice  of  the 
worst  tendency  —  the  renewal,  on  the 
north  eastern  circuit  of  Ireland,  of  the  old 
and  unconstitutional  practice  of  selecting 
jurymen,  contrary  to  the  instructions  of 
Sir  Michael  O'Loghlen,  who  had  placed 
the  appointment  of  juries  in  Ireland  on 
nearly  the  same  footing  as  in  this  country. 
In  a  trial  at  Armagh,  in  which  it  was  said 
some  political  feeling  was  mixed  up,  every 
Roman  Catholic  whose  name  had  been 
placed  on  the  list,  was  pnt  aside  by  the 
Crawn  solicitor — a  practice  which,  if  it 
was  permitted  to  revive  throughout  the 
country,  would  have  the  most  disastrous 
effects  upon  the  best  interests  and  upon 
the  tranquillity  of  Ireland.  Nothing  could 
more  tend  to  poison  justice  in  its  source 
than  the  impression  which  would  hence 
very  naturally  arise,  that  the  selection  of 
jurymen  was  a  matter  of  political  and  reli- 
gious bias.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  admitted  some  years  ago  that  one  of 
his  chief  difficulties  was  Ireland,  and  he 
would  find  Ireland  no  less  a  difficulty 
now.  There  were  men  named  as  Members 
of  the  new  Government,  whose  past  con- 
duct had  inspired  the  Irish  people  with 
the  very  reverse  of  confidence  or  good 
will ;  at  all  events,  it  was  to  be  hoped  that 
the  Irish  people  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  noble  Lord  opposite ;  the  conse 
quences  of  his  being  mvested  with  any 
control  over  that  country  might  be  most 
disastrous.  The  entire  silence  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  had  observed  upon  the  real 
questions  in  which  the  country  was  inter- 
ested was  a  most  remarkable  feature  in 
the  present  crisis;  but  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet might  find,  that  in  some  cases  the 
extreme  of  caution  was  the  extreme  of 
bad  policy ;  he  might  find  ere  long  that 
the  extreme  silence  which  he  had  main* 
tained  was  far  more  dangerous  in  its  ef- 
fects than  the  most  unreserved  candour 
and  openness;  for  had  he  been  open,  ho 
would  only  have  had  one  party  against  him, 
whereas,  as  it  was^  he  was  exceedingly 
likely  to  have  both  parties  against  him* 
Looking,  then,  at  the  present  disposition 
of  affairs  at  home  and  abroad,  he  did  not 
see  any  reason  why  the  people  should  with- 
draw their  confidence  in  the  Ministers,  and 
transfer  it  to  the  right  hon.  ^9R^aTe 
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Mr.  ChrutmaSt  in  reference  to  what 
an  hon.  Member  had  said  last  night,  when 
be  alleged  that  the  late  Member  for  Water- 
ford  bad  been  deprived  of  his  seat,  would 
contend  that  he  had  no  right  to  say  any 
thing  of  the  sort.  The  registration  regu- 
lations and  the  election  petition  arrange- 
ments had  been  referred  to,  but  it  must 
be  admitted  that  whateyer  was  good  in 
the  former  was  effected  by  the  opposition, 
and  all  the  merit  of  the  latter  was  due  to 
the  same  party.  As  to  the  point  of  con- 
fidence,  he  declared  that  he  ga?e  it  to  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  and  withheld  it  from 
the  Queen's  Ministers,  ^because  he  could 
depend  upon  the  legislation  of  a  Consenra- 
tive  Government,  but  upon  that  of  the 
Melbonrne  Ministry  he  could  place  no 
reliance,  since  he  had  seen  it  proceed  in 
a  downward  course  of  Radical  innovation, 
until  they  had  within  the  last  ten  years 
nearly  realized,  or  at  all  events  they  had  ap- 
parently attempted  to  realize,  the  absurdity 
of  a  monarchial  government,  surrounded 
by  republican  institutions.  If  he  looked  to 
the  question  of  Canada,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  if  the  troubles  there  had  not 
been  created,  they  were  at  least  materially 
increased,  by  the  conduct  of  a  Gentleman 
no  longer  a  Member  of  that  House.  Then 
he  could  not  help  protesting  against  the 
mode  in  which  allusion  had  been  made 
a  night  or  two  ago,  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Bath  to  the  unfortunate  case 
of  M'Leod.  That  gentleman  had  stated 
that  the  United  States  had  no  constitu- 
tional power  to  reach  the  case,  and  that 
if  M'Leod  were  convicted,  he  must  be 
hanged.  The  Government  ought  to  have 
interfered,  considering  that  the  act  im- 
pnted  to  M'Leod  as  a  crime  was  one  per- 
formed in  the  execution  of  his  duty  to  the 
country  to  which  he  belonged.  That  inter- 
ference ought  to  have  occurred  to  prevent 
the  trial  taking  place  at  all ;  for  that  trial 
compromised  our  national  honour,  and 
though  we  might  save  the  shedding  of  his 
Uood,  we  could  not  redeem  our  character 
in  regard  to  the  original  question.  Strong 
allosions  had  been  made  to  the  question 
of  the  New  Poor-law,  and  it  seemed  to  be 
held  that  those  who  voted  for  it  were 
bound  always  to  uphold  and  defend  it. 
Now,  he  could  not  agree  to  any  such  doc- 
trine. He  believed  at  the  time  it  passed 
that  it  was  a  good  measure,  and  therefore 
be  voted  for  it,  but  surely  he  was  not 
bound  to  uphold  it  for  better  or  worse 
ttccause  he  bad  so  voted.  The  Whig 
9oTenuD9nt|  possessing  power,  to  pass 


any  measure  they  pleased,  having  passed 
that  law,  would,  if  it  had  remained  popular 
— if  it  had  been  found  to  work  well,  have 
been  entitled  to  all  the  credit;  let  that 
Government,  now  that  the  Poor-law  was 
found  defective  and  known  to  be  un- 
popular, take  all  the  consequences  of  that 
unpopularity,  let  the  House  then  look  to 
the  boasted  Whig  economy,  and  say  on 
what  side  the  balance  of  honest  saving 
lay.  An  hon.  Member  formerly  of  that 
House  had  found  his  way  to  Ireland,  and 
af^er  fiHing  a  high  judicial  ofiBce  for  a  few 
days,  had  retired  with  a  pension  of 
4,000/.  a-year.  Let  that  recent  act  of 
the  Whigs  be  contrasted  with  the  last 
act  of  the  Conservative  side  of  the  House. 
**  When  yoQ  Sir,  (continued  the  hon. 
Member)  were  elected  to  the  chair,  what 
was  the  course  of  this  side  of  the  House, 
Did  we  determine  on  the  election  of  one 
of  our  own  party,  as  we  might  have  done? 
Certainly  not ;  and  the  effect  of  that  for- 
bearance has  been  that  the  country  is 
saved  from  paying  another  4,000/.  a-year. 
But,  Sir,  I  do  not  consider  your  re-elec- 
tion to  the  chair,  which  you  so  well  and 
worthly  fill,  only  as  a  triumph  of  Conserva- 
tiy^  economy,  for  to  your  eminent  fitness 
no  one  objects,  but  also  to  show  that  we 
on  this  side  of  the  House  were  not  guided 
by  a  determination  that  that  honourable 
post  should  at  all  hazards  be  filled  by  one 
of  our  own  party^  The  hOn.  Member 
then  proceeded  to  contend  that  no  con- 
sideration of  the  cheapness  of  sugar  should 
tempt  the  country  to  do  anything  to  sup- 
port indirectly  so  abominable  a  system 
as  the  slave-trade.  He  would  not  proceed 
through  the  items  of  the  budget,  but  he 
might  refer  upon  the  Corn-laws  to  the 
conduct  of  certain  Irish  Members,  who  in 
their  attacks  upon  those  laws  seemed  de- 
termined to  sacrifice  the  best  interests  of 
the  country  to  party  purposes.  It  had 
been  said  by  these  hon.  Members  that  the 
Corn-laws  were  unpopular  in  Ireland; 
now,  he  having  a  considerable  knowledge 
of  that  country,  and  representing  one  of 
its  constituencies,  knew  that  those  laws 
were  popular.  If  landlords*  rents  were  re- 
duced the  other  parts  of  the  community 
mustnecessarily  suffer;  and  if  the  Corn-laws 
were  repealed  disastrous  effects  would  be 
felt  by  the  agricultural  and  the  mercantile 
classes.  I  shall  give  my  vote,  (con- 
cluded the  hon.  Member),  for  the  amend* 
ment,  a .  vote  which  I  hope  will  have  the 
effect  of  placing  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in 
the  office  to  which  he  it  sp  justly  oih 
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tilled  and  for  which  ho  is  so  emineotly 
fitted.  Bqt  in  pltcing;  him  In  office,  I 
ftm  aware,  thoogh  it  is  one  of  great 
honour,  it  is  also  one  of  great  difiicQlty. 
That  Ihe  right  hon.  Genlleman  may  meel 
with  difficolties  is  certain,  that  he  will 
reap  glory  may  not  be  easjf ,  but  it  will  be 
I  believe  equally  as  certain,  as  his  diA- 
eulties  in  spite  of  an  opposition,  which 
we  have  reason  to  believe  will  be  no  very 
scnipulooB  one. 

Mr.  VHKers  said,  that  having  so  often 
had  occanion  to  addren  the  House  on  the 
subject  that  had  been  recommended  to  its 
consideration  in  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  he  had  listened  with  great  anxiety 
-during  the  present  debate  to  the  things 
•which  had  been  uttered  on  the  other  side 
a^nit  their  disousiion,  to  be  saved  if  pos- 
nble  the  trouble  of  repeating  his  former 
observiitions,  and  for  this  reason  he  had 
given  his  best  attention  to  those  who  had 
not  observed  the  rule  of  silence  which  had 
been  prascribed  to  the  party*— and  who 
.bad  undertaken  to  explain  the  question  to 
.  which  as  they  said  they  were  oon^ned  on 
tbie  ooeasion*  He  must  oonfess,  however^ 
that  they  had  failed  to  enlighten  him.  His 
hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Winchester 
bad  indeed  wondered  how  any  one  dared 
now  to  speak  on  this  subject,  in  short  as 
it  appeared  to  him  how  any  one  had  the 
coumf^e,  in  the  face  of  the  law  and  con- 
stitution, to  discuss  any  other  sul^ect  than 
that  which  he  considered  the  subject  before 
the  House,  It  seemed  to  him,  that  his  hon* 
Friend,  whose  skill  in  confusing  juries  he 
had  often  witnessed  was  not  less  successful 
on  this  occasion  in  confusing  himself  and 
the  subject  of  debates  for,  with  every  wish 
to  do  so  he  had  reallv  failed  to  understand 
what  he  meant.  Another  hon.  Member 
thought  questions  respecting  the  suffering 
of  the  people  were  aostract  questions  and 
little  in  place  at  this  time,  and  so  on  with 
several  other  Members  who  all  upon  some 
ground  or  other  sought  to  justi^  them- 
selves in  avoiding  the  questions  really  pro- 
posed to  them<-*DUt  he  owned  that  he  saw 
as  little  in  their  reasons  as  in  their  silence^ 
to  make  them  think  that  this  was  not  a 
'fitting  moment  to  discuss  matters  so  deeply 
Interesting  to  the  people.  He  did  not  mean 
to  aay  anythinff  ofiimsive  to  hon.  Members 
0n  Ihe  other  ode,  but  he  could  not  help 
thinking,  that  there  was  a  way  of  account- 
ing for  their  present  silenoe  considering 
the  activity  which  they  had  lately  displayed 
in  p(iving  oireulation  to  every  fallaoyi  in 
fpviog  ounency  to  every  misrepresentation 
-tf  ihf  priofiiplaiaad  oldaots  of  the  Gotokiu 


mentmeosures,  Hecould  not  but  think,  that 
hon.  Members  were  somewhat  ashamed  of 
the  means  by  which  they  had  obtained 
their  seats,  and  that  when  they  came 
face  to  face  with  those  whose  policy 
and  whose  principles  they  had  assailed 
so  unscrupulously,  they  thought  it  the 
roost  prudent  course  to  maintain  a  perfect 
silence.  There  was  doubtless  some  dis- 
cretion shown  in  not  committing  them- 
selves to  opinions,  but  the  same  discre- 
tion unfortunately  was  not  observed  else- 
where, and  allusion  here  to  the  distresses 
of  commerce,  or  the  miseries  of  the  people 
might  check  that  ducal  influence  which  as- 
sumed to  itself  the  power  of  making  Min- 
isters, as  grandees  of  old  in  this  country 
had  done,  of  making  monarchs.  While, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  repetition  at  this  raoi- 
ment  of  reasons  for  keeping  the  people  in 
their  misery,  and  preserving  the  tax  on 
their  subsistence,  might  have  startled  and 
disgusted  the  country  in  a  manner  not  easily 
recovered,  and  this  perhaps  has  rendered 
silenoe  a  very  prudent  course.  In  the  per^ 
formanee  of  "his  duty,  however,  and,  indeed, 
of  his  promise,  to  those  who  sent  him  there, 
he  could  not  fore^  availing  himself  of  the 
opportunity  of  discussing  those  vitally-in- 
teresting matters  which  the  Crown  had 
K^posed  for  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
e  would  not  be  a  party  to  wanton  and 
marked  disrespect  shown  to  the  Thnme,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  subject  which  of  all  others 
most  nearly  concerned  the  welfare  of  the 
people.  Concurring  as  he  did,  entirely  in 
the  principles  on  which  the  financial  ar- 
rangements of  this  year  were  proposed}  and 
believing  that  if  those  principles  had  been 
carried  Tartherj  they  would  have  been 
attended  with  unqualified  advantage  to 
the  countryi  he  should  resist  by  every 
means  in  his  power  the  opposite  policy, 
which  he  considered  to  be  identifiea  with 
the  amendment,  for  he  could  not  shut  hb 
eyes  to  the  notorious  opinions  of  the  hon. 
Member  who  moved  the  amendment; 
opinions  so  earnestly  expressed  by  him  in 
the  important  district  which  he  represented; 
opinions  by  which  he  so  largely  profited, 
and  which  could  not  now  be  suppressed  by 
any  vasue  profession  of  attachment  to  the 
prhsciples  of  free  tradci  or  any  shabby 
reference  to  the  opinions  of  the  late 
Mr.  Huskisson.  donslderine  the  real 
opinions  of  that  hon.  Member,  he  could  not 
but  think  him  well  qualified  to  represent  the 
party  and  the  policy  directly  opposed  to  the 
policy  recently  professed  by  her  Majesty^s 
Government,  mconsidoedythattheamend- 
*iBeot  placed  iit  isnie  those  gnat  questtaiA 
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wliich  now  divided  this  countr7i  and  on 
which  it  wu  gmenliy  expected  that  Par»* 
liament  was  called  together  to  decide*  The 
time  was  now  come  which  he  had  much  de« 
Btied  to  aeei  and  which  abler  men  had  long 
expected^  when  the  principles  by  which  the 
trade  and  taxation  of  the  country  were  to 
be  r^;ulated  absorbed  the  consideration 
of  the  puUic  mind*  That  case  was 
now  indeed  ripe  for  hearing.  The  par- 
ties concerned  were  ascertained.  There 
was  on  one  side  the  community,  on  the 
other  the  aristocracy  and  the  protected 
inteiesis.  The  plea  was  the  general  inter, 
est,  and  the  answer  was  vested  interests 
and  existing  monopolies.  It  became  the 
House,  by  every  means^  to  elicit  all  the 
avideoce  which  could  prepare  them  for 
a  judgment.  He  was  satisfied  that  the 
country  at  large  would  view  with  im« 
patience  the  attempt  that  had  been  made 
to  draw  their  attention  away  to  the  mere 
vulgar  topics  of  party.  That  story  of 
party  here  was  a  short  one»  and  soon 
told.  The  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  rof 
presented  the  aristoeracy  and  the  protec* 
ted  interesti^  and  had  achieved  a  victory 
over  those  who  represented  the  general 
interests.  How  this  great  party  had  fallen 
from  powerwas  a  question  that  might  receive 
different  answers.  He  certainly  was  dis- 
posed to  think  that  the  chief  cause  was  to 
be  found  in  the  dissension  which  existed  in 
that  party.  He  believed,  that  the  other 
aide  had  obtained  a  majority  because,  one 
section  of  the  popular  party  had  made 
use  of  them  for  the  purjpose  of  ehastising 
the  other.  The  fruits  of  this  strange  con- 
fusion of  parties  had  been  seen.  Support 
ters  of  aristocracy  and  monopoly  worked 
their  way  into  the  House,  by  appearing  as 
the  friends  of  the  Chartist  and  the  pauper^ 
and  adopted  against  the  Government  the 
language  of  those  who  were  disoontented 
with  its  moderation.  The  reproaches  of 
broken  faith  and  unfulfilled  pledges,  in< 
dulged  in  by  the  hon.  Member  for  York- 
ihircb  and  othen,  were  borrowed  from  the 
speeches  of  those  whose  hostility  to  the 
Gov^rnniept.  aroso  from  its  not  going  far 
enough.  With  such  discordant  allies,  the 
party  opposite  was  coming  into  poweri  not 
upon  the  principUf  which  they  themselves 
piaintrined,  but  upon  the  errors  of  their 
opponents.  [Qh  i  ohi]  Hon.  Gentlomen 
opposite  had  listened  with  mat  attention 
to  what  the  hon.  Member  for  Bath,  told 
them,  and  he  ndd,  that  the  grounds  for 
condemning  the  Government  was  matter 
fhr  Radical  angeri  and  not  for  Conservative 
fomplcdnti  J&  GoTenuaeu^  bad  dgubUm 


eeaeed  to  be  popular.  He  was  disposed  ca 
agree  with  much  of  what  the  hon.  Member 
for  Bath,  had  said.  He  did  think  that  the 
Government  had  ratiter  shrunk  from  tho 
principles  which  placed  them  in  power. 
They  had  been  too  much  dispoRsd  to  (kvouT 
those  who  were  more  inclined  to  abandon 
than  advance  their  principles.  But  he 
must  in  common  candour  say*  that  they  had 
suffered  as  much  for  doing  what  would  by 
many  be  thought  right,  as  for  doing  wbal 
was  wrong.  There  were  two  points  in  their 
policy  which  had  weakened  their  popula* 
rity«  He  meant  their  polioy  towards  Ii9» 
Umd,  and  thek  advocacy  of  the  new  Poor« 
law.  He  thought  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Cork,  (Mr.  0'Con# 
nell)  greatly  exaggerated  the  piejudioe 
which  existed  in  this  country  against  Ira- 
land.  He  believed  that  it  was  less  than 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  represented  | 
but  it  was  impossible  to  deny  that  there 
did  exist  a  great  and  unreasonable  preju- 
dice against  Ireland.  He  did  not  know 
anything  more  unworthy  or  discreditable. 
He  believed  it  was  owing  to  the  perveese 
principle  of  our  nature,  which  leads  us  to 
hate  those  whom  we  have  injured*  It  ex. 
isted  in  almost  every  dass.  He  trusted  it 
was  diminishing  every  day.  He  would 
venture  to  say^  that  many  people  in 
this  country  viewed  with  satidfaotion 
the  accession  of  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Member  for  North  Lancashire,  to  powofi 
because  they  thought  he  would  pat  down 
the  Irish.  The  impression  was,  that 
the  noble  Lord  was  very  hostile  to  the 
Irish.  \^No,  no.]]  He  only  said  what  the 
impression  was,  and  he  hoped  the  noUe 
Lord  would  falsify  it  when  he  came  into 
power ;  but  it  existed,  and  was  undoubtedly 
a  source  of  such  popularity  as  attached  to 
his  accession  to  office.  With  respect  to  the 
new  Poor-law,  no  one  could  deny  that  the 
Government  had  lost  a  great  deal  of  popu- 
larity by  their  advocaey  of  that  law.  It 
was  proverbial,  and  yet  they  had  no  possible 
interest  or  motive  in  that  advocacy,  but  the 
belief  in  the  improvement  to  wldoh  that 
new  Poor-law  would  lead.  He  firmly  be* 
lieved  that  it  was  a  great  improvement  on 
the  old  laW)  and  if  it  had  not  been  misre* 
presented,  the  people  would  see  that  them- 
selvea.  In  these  respects  unpopularity  had 
been  acquired  by  the  Government  l^  the 
honesty  of  their  policy.  He  believed  alsO| 
that  the  noUe  Lord  the  Secrete^  for 
the  Colonies  had  suffered  from  incaa- 
tious  expressions  made  use  of  with  re- 
spect to  the  Reform  Bill.  He  always 
did  think  that  a  gieal  deal  aoit^hadbeen 
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made  of  those  ezpresBions  than  there  was 
any  occasion  for.  He  thought  the  honest 
and  candid  construction  of  the  nohle  Lord's 
language  was,  that  the  noble  Lord,  being 
somewhat  timid  after  the  confusion  which 
himself  and  his  colleagues  caused  bv  pass- 
ing the  Reform  BiU,  was  needlessly  alarmed 
at  the  consequences  of  carrying  out  their 
principles.  He  could  not  believe,  having 
no  reason  to  suspect  the  intelligence  or  in- 
tegrity of  the  noble  Lord,  that,  in  announc- 
ing the  principle  that  the  people  ought  to 
be  fully  and  fairly  represented,  and  that  the 
system  of  nomination  oudit  to  cease,  he 
could  have  considered  the  Keform  Bill  was 
a  complete  and  final  developement  of  that 
principle.  It  was  very  well  for  those  who 
objected  to  all  change,  and  who  thought  the 
o]a  corrupt  system  ought  not  to  have  been 
disturbed,  to  oppose  evexything  like  farther 
refornu  But  he  could  not  believe,  that  a  Gro- 
vemment  of  men  who  had  caused  such  tur-* 
moil  in  the  country  as  Lord  Gh^y's  Govern- 
ment had  done  in  prodaimins  the  principle 
that  the  people  should  be  duly  represented, 
could  have  intended  no  more  complete  ful« 
filment  of  their  principles  than  was  con- 
tamed  in  the  Reform  Bill  This,  however, 
being  said,  was  a  source  of  unpopularity. 
He  was  disposed  to  overlook  much  of  what 
the  popular  party  condemned  in  the  noble 
Lord,  in  consequence  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  taten  up  the  great  principles 
of  commercial  reform.  He  was  bound  to 
say,  that  he  believed  the  noble  Lord  had 
acted  in  everything  he  had  said  and  done 
reacting  the  alteration  of  the  Com-hiws, 
entirely  from  honest  conviction.  It  was 
perfecUy  false  that  anything  which  had 
happened  in  that  House,  had  influenced 
the  noble  Lord's  determination  to  alter  the 
Corn-laws.  The  determination  had  been 
taken  before  the  occunence  of  those  de- 
cisions which  were  said  to  have  led  to  it. 
There  was  perhaps  no  use  in  repeating  this 
statement,  because  appearances  were 
against  it.  The  presumption  was,  that  the 
decisions  he  referred  to  had  influenced  the 
Government,  because  their  measures  of 
oommerdal  reform  were  not  proposed  be- 
fore. ^  However,  he  repeated,  and  he  had 
BO  object  in  making  the  assertion  but  truth 
■—as  mdeed  there  could  be  hardly  any  other 
motive  for  his  saying  anything  in  behalf  of  a 
Government  a!x>ut  to  so  out,  and  he  cer- 
tainly was  under  no  obugation  to  any  of 
them  ]  he  repeated,  however,  because  he 
knewj  that  the  noble  Lord  had  been  most 
unjustly  accused,  that  the  noble  Lord  could 
have  had  no  object  in  bringing  forward  the 
measures  which  he  submitted  to  the  House, 


but  a  conviction  of  the  evil  of  the  present 
law ;  and  that  he  considered  no  man  ought 
to  continue  a  Minister  without  proposing 
its  amendment  or  repeal.  Tbe  party  op- 
posite was  now  coming  into  power,  and 
It  was  impossible  to  be  blind  to  the  fact, 
that  they  were  coming  in  in  direct  op- 
position to  the  principles  of  commercial 
freedom  and  unfettered  industry.  In  the 
present  alarming  condition  of  the  country 
— with  commerce  paralysed,  capital  unem- 
ployed, millions  of  industrious  poor  in  the 
lowest  state  of  depression,  the  opposite  party 
were  coming  into  power  on  the  principle  of 
maintaining  the  destructive  system  of  com- 
mercial legislation  which  now  prevailed. 
He  had  had  lately  submitted  to  him  de« 
tailed  proofs  that  the  existing  distress  waa 
of  the  most  frightful  nature,  and  in  oom« 
pliance  with  the  request  of  those  who  re« 
presented  the  sufferers,  he  shoidd  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  nature  of 
those  proofs.  He  held  evidence  in  his  hand, 
not  referring  to  isolated  cases,  leading  as 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  opporite  had  said,  to 
no  general  conclusions,  but  such  as  estab* 
lish^  in  the  clearest  manner  the  evils 
which  resulted  from  the  law.  He  had 
evidence  of  distress  from  numerous  and 
widely-separated  districts,  and  referrinff 
to  people  engaeed  in  every  department  m 
trade.  Hon.  Members  opposite  were  not 
disposed  to  receive  very  favourably  any  thmg 
comingfrom  those  clergymen  who  had  lately 
assembled  at  Manchester.  But  it  should  be 
recollected  that  they  were  delegated  by  their 
congregations,  including  so  many  of  our 
fellow  subjects  who  were  now  suffering, 
and  who  had  requested  these  gentlemen  to 
go  in  their  behalf  to  a  spot  where  they  knew 
the  subject  of  their  condition  would  receive 
attention.  On  their  authority  this  evi- 
dence was  collected,  and  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  parties  who  gave  and  col- 
lected it,  were,  in  each  case  given,  so  that 
any  one  might  test  its  correctness.  The 
hop.  Gentleman  then  said,  that  he  had 
evidence  referring  to  the  trades,  and  coining 
firom  the  places  following  :— 

Hardware  (Nos.  1, 2).— Walsall,  West  Brom* 
wich,ParIaston,  Willenhall,  Wednesbory,  Tip« 
ton,  and  Oldbury.  Hardtoan  (No,  3.)— Dudley. 
Nail  MOong.— Helper  and  Forfar,  N.B.  Fer- 
rmg  JliA^ry. —Caithness,  N.  B.  5!itt.— Co- 
ventry, Macclesfield,  Middleton,  Derby,  West 
HouKbtoo,  SpiUlfields,  and  BetbDaf-green. 
^oJ&CTif,— -Leeds,  Huddersfield,  Golcar,  Lock- 
wood,  Rochdale,  Bradford,  Thornton  with 
Denholroe,  Sowerby-bridge,  Haworth,  Wils- 
den,  Allerton,  North  Owram,  Middlebro^  Os- 
sett,  Martin  Top  near  Gisbome,  RAdcliffe, 
Dorsley,  Stroud,  StonehousCi  Wotton-under^ 
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edge,  Westbury,  Bradford,  Frome,  Shepton 
Mallet,  and  Trowbridge.     CW/ery.— Sheffield. 
Carpet  Weaiomg. — Barnard-castle.    HatMah' 
tj^. — ^Denton.    Shoe  Making. — Daventry  and 
Stone.     Hosiery    and    Lace,  —  Nottingham, 
Mansfield,  Sutton  in  Ashfield,  New  Basford, 
Beeston,  Hyson-green,   Leicester,  Hinckley, 
Lutterworth,    Loughborough,    Earl    Shelton, 
Arnsley,  Ullathorpe,  Oadby,  Ilkeston,  Helper, 
Melbourne,  and  Tewkesbury.     Ghve  MMng, 
-i^exham  (Northumberland),  Worcester,  and 
Yeovil,  Somerset.  AgriculUtre.'^Beds. — Leifch- 
ton  Buzzard.    Buckt. — ^Amersham,  High  Wy- 
combe, Newport  Pagnell,  Olney,  and  Stoney 
Stratford,     fcrfe.  —  Reading    and    vicinity. 
Cambr, — Bassingbourn.  C^Mirc— Knutsford. 
Devon. — Exeter,   Bideford,  Witheridge,  and 
Great    Torrington.      Sfupping.  —  Liverpool, 
Bristol,  Hull,  Bridport,  Whitehaven  and  Fal- 
montb.     Cotton* — Manchester,  Bolton,  Pres- 
ton, Carlisle,  Kendal,  Bury,  Heywood,  Wi- 
gram,  Stockport,  &c.*'    *•  jMiwng,— Forest  of 
Dean,  Pontypool,  Talywaen,  Rhymney,  Sir- 
howy,  Abersychan,  Llanelly ,  and  Mnyddyshoy  n 
district. 

Now  lie  would  not  venture  to  weary  the 
House  at  this  time  with  the  detailed  con- 
teuts  of  these  documents,  but  he  would 
zead  from  one  of  them  what  he  might  term 
a  specimen  of  the  evidence  which  they  af- 
fittded  of  the  condition  of  the  people— it 
referred  to  the  Preston  union^  and  was  as 
follows  :— 

<«  Population,  51,072.     Inhabited  houses^ 
8,974 ;  uninhabited,  1,017.    The  poor-rate  has 
regularly  increased  from  1836;  it  was  then 
4,725/ ,  it  is  now  7,299/.    It  would  have  been 
much  heavier,  but  for  the  large  voluntary  sub- 
scriptions which  have  been  raised.    The  re- 
ports of  the  dispensary  show  that,  in  1836, 
1,911  persons  were  medically  relieved;   in 
1840,  3,072.    Deaths  in  the  Preston  union : 
1838,1,269;    1839,1,277:   1840,  1,739— an 
increase  in  1840  of  462  over  the  preceding 
year.    This  extraordinary  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  excited  the  attention  of  the  re- 
gistrar-general, who  wrote  to  the  clerk  of  the 
union,  to  inquire  the  cause.    The  following  is 
an  extract  from  the  reply :  *  The  cause  is,  in  a 
very  great  measure,  insufficiency  of  food  of  a 
good  quality,  which  has  tended  to  engender 
death  among  the  labouring  class,  who  have 
been  exposed  to  high  prices  for  provisions  (and 
those  of  an  inferior  kind),  whilst  in  the  receipt 
of  decreasing  wages.— Joseph  THACKEaAY.* 
Many  suffer  their  great  privations  with  much 
patience ;  others  are  discontented  and  sullen. 
Many  give  up  all  in  despair,  whilst  not  a  few 
are  confident  that  open  rupture  can  alone  re- 
lieve them.    A  very  great  indifference  is  felt 
towards  constitutional  efforts,  such  as  peti- 
tions, &€.,  for  the  relief   of  their  distress. 
Many  of  the  hand-loom  weavers  live  almost 
entirely  on  water-porridge,  and  are  distress- 
ingly destitute  of  clothes  and  bedding,'^ 

Now  the  people  firmly^  in  bis  opinion 


justly,  believed  that  the  frightful  mass  of 
misery  exhibited  in  this  evidence  was  en-' 
tirely  owing  to  the  restrictions  which  Par^ 
liament  imposed  upon  their  industry  and 
their  commerce  with  other  countries.    A 
state  of  things  had  now  arrived,  which  had 
been  always  foreseen  and  long  since  ex* 
pected  by  all  the  best  heads  that  had  been 
engaged  on  the  subject  when  the  popula- 
tion of  this  country  would  exceed  its  means 
of  subsistence,  and  when  it  must  depend  on 
other  countries,  differently  circumstanced^ 
for  a  supply  of  food.    There  was  nothing 
unnatural  in  that,  when  we  had  a  popula- 
tion increasing  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand 
a  day;  and  the  time  was  at  hand  when 
this  state  of  things  would  be  universally 
acknowledged  to  have  arrived.  He  was  not 
one  who  was  anxious  to  bring  before  them 
distinct  cases  of  suffering  for  the  purpose 
of  their  legislating  upon  them :  that  he 
knew  was  useless,  but  in  this  case  it  was 
generally  alleged,  and  believed,  that  the  dis- 
tress was  occasioned  by  the  operation  of 
the  Corn-laws.   That  law  they  had  passed, 
and  that  law  they  could  repeal.    When 
that  opinion  was  well  founded,  and  when 
such  a  general  feeling  prevailed,  to  that 
effect,  he  said  that  the^  were  called  upon  to 
repeal  it.    Therefore  it  was,  that  he  must 
say,  that  he  had  seen  with  the  greatest 
sorrow  the  opinions  which  the  right  bon. 
Baronet  opposite  and  the  noble  £)rd  had 
expressed  upon  this  subject.    He  was  sorry 
to  see  the  right  hon.  Baronet  labouring  in 
his  public  iSdress  to  justify  those  who 
would  maintain  the  law  as  it  was^  rather 
than  encourage  them  to  prepare  for  its  im- 
mediate change.  Certainly  he  had  expected 
and  that  expectation  was   formed   from 
hearing  what  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
said  in  that  House,  that  when  became  into 
power,  he  would  use  the  influence  that  he 
possessed  over  the  party  to  which  he  be^ 
longed,    in    inducing   them    to    change 
the  opinion  they  maintained,    with    re- 
spect to  the  Corn-law ;  but  now  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  on  the  eve  of  com. 
ing  into  power,  he  saw  by  his  speech  at 
Tamworth    that  he    only    displayed  his 
ingenuity  and  talent,  to  show  that  there 
were  other  causes  for  the  prevailing  dis- 
tress than  the  Corn-laws;  and  in  thus 
acting,    the  right  hon.    Baronet  helped 
to  confirm  the  opposition  that  existed  in 
the  minds  of  the  advocates  of  that  law 
to  any  modification  of   it.     When  the 
right    hon.  Baronet   was  thus  speaking 
he  was,  it  was  to  be  remembered,  address- 
ing himself  to  the  world.     Now,  when 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  iaid^  that  the  Cora- 
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lilw  wag  not  cbargMble  with  tli#  finiMiit 
diifarcM  »  that  it  was  not  the  cause  of  Ita- 
lia waa  mre  the  rifbt  hoo.  GeiitlemaD 
oooki  not  deny,  bot  that  that  law  had  some* 
thing  to  do  with  the  deraDgement  of  the 
cxkmncy  ^  he  ooald  not  deny  that  it  had 
produced  a  aearcity  of  money  necessarily 
exported  ahrood — )ie  couid  not  deny,  that 
thore  was  a  scareity  of  food  during  the  last 
three  yearsf«  and  surely  erery  man's  means 
nost  be  diminished  when  he  had  to  sacri- 
fice more  of  those  SMaos  for  the  p^iiTf^^  of 
procuring  food  '*-  each  must  suffer  if  he 
paid  a  higher  price  for  food  tiian  he  was 
lb  the  habit  of  payiug  for  It  Ijefore.  What^ 
then^  did  the  right  hon.  Baronet  mean  by 
aaying^  that  the  Com-law  bad  nothing  to 
do  with  distress?  Was  it  tbat  high  price 
far  food  was  not  ao  cril^that  it  was  no 
eril  to  see  the  bullion  going  out  of  tbe 
ooiintrV"«-to  find  credit  contracted,  and  the 
Bank  distressed }  And  yet  all  these  evils 
fdlowed  front  it.  He  did  not  mean  to 
say,  that  tbe  right  hon«  Baronet  had  made 
atnlementa  to  that  effect,  but  these  were 
the  legitimate  consequences  of  his  position. 
When,  therefiwe,  he  dedared  that  the  law 
did  not  eiye  an  additional  cause  for  the 
present  distress,  be  said  what  was  difflU 
ctth  to  oomprdiendj  and  impossible  to 
aasent  to^  How  any  person  of  intelU* 
genoe  ooiiU  eone  to  that  coadoaion  ho 
dMild  Ml  wnderslaad.  Let  them,  lor  in* 
stance^  aee  (how  tho  law  affected  tbe  agri- 
onltwral  daaa»  It  wae  caleohited  Siat 
theve  went  about  a  million  of  fiuniliea  em- 
pkjlmd  IB  agriculture  In  ibia  cxnntry,  and 
It  bad  baen  Inrtfaer  cafedhited  tbat  each 
fbmily  r^oeited  ML  a  year  at  leaai. 
If  there  weic  a  millioii  of  agricultural  kn 
boorera,  tbdn  there  were  80,000,000^.  to 
be  expended  hi  ioofie  wny  or  other.  Now, 
ie  wae  found  ia  the  eridenre  before  the 
oeeSmtttee  that  had  been  already  referred 
l#  IB  thie  debate,  that  when  wheat  was 
57a.  the  quarter^  the  dasa  dt  peraona  de- 
sc^lied  bad  to  pty  7a.  6i.  out  of  their 
week  s  wagea  fur  bread  and  flour;  but 
wheil  they  hbew,  ne  in  1889  and  1840» 
that  the  average  price  of  wheat  in  this 
OMidtry  WHS  70e.  the  quarter^  he  asked 
them  what  tbey  thought  could  be  left 
Iff  a  man  af>er  )iejriHg  for  his  breads  of 
hie  lOr.  er  191.  a  weeb^  when  he  paid 
7a  6^*  a  week,  and  tbe  qij»rter  of  wheat 
net  mote  than  6^?  What  would  be 
Mi  tohitui  frlio  had  U)  pay  for  manufactures 
a(ter  expending  m  much  in  provisions. 
Surrl/i  the  waaiftfactiiriag  .interest  in  that  l 
case  must  feel  tlie  loss  of  their  share  of  I 
th»  thirty  mtlUoas.    And  wh«t  in  fae^* 


did  we  hear  from  Lrioester  nd  other 
places,  ((be  people  of  Leicester  produced 
coarse  goods,  principally  for  the  use  of 
the  agricultural  labourers)?  Was  it 
not  -^  that  they  received  no  orders  during 
these  years  for  these  articles,  because  tbe 

Die  had  to  expend  all  ^eir  wagea  in 
?  The  coAaequonoe  wasi  that  in  I^ei^ 
cester,  where  a  number  were  supported  • 
principally  by  manufacturing  tor  tbe  agri*  ' 
cultural  fabourers,  they  bad  now  no  de. 
mand  for  their  labour,  they  were  throwh 
out  of  work,  and  14,000  were  depending 
upon  support  from  the  parish  of  Ijeiceoter. 
And  yet  with  these  facta  before  them,  they 
heard  that  the  high  price  of  food  was  of 
mors  adrantage  to  the  laboui%r  than  other- 
wise, or  that  it  was  no  ertl^^'^^yr  that  it 
would  make  no  difference  whether  ibey 
had  Corn-laws  or  not.  He  complained 
of  the  speech  of  the  ri^ht  hon.  BarOnet, 
but  he  complained  still  mofe  of  the 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord^  the  Member 
for  North  Lancashire.  In  the  right  hrm. 
Baronet's  speech  it  Was  not  asserted  thnt 
the  Com-law  was  a  posittte  good— the 
right  hon.  Baronet  confined  himself  to  th^ 
assertion,  or  the  argument,  that  it  did  not 
produce  distress.  But  then  the  noble  Lord 
the  Membet  for  Lancashire^  In  addressing^ 
the  aericultural  labourers,  attempt^  to 
show  ttat  tho  bmh  ptiea  of  profrieion^  w^ 
an  advantage.  Now^  he  eould  nor  beKefo 
that  any  man  of  common  sense«>H»rtatn)y 
any  man  of  extraordinary  mind-'conid 
honestly  beltete  that  to  bo  th«  case; 
because  be  thought,  of  all  the  delusions 
that  had  ever  been  practised  upon  human 
credulity  that  was  the  greatest.  How  could 
be,  B^ed  any  Man  of  intellect  and  commoni 
honeetr,  teH  a  poor  orsatore  that  the  lesa 
food  there  was  in  the  cotintry  the  bet^ 
fer  it  would  be  for  him;  tbat  in  short  tho 
more  scarce  were  the  provisioOs,  the  more 
he  would  get.  WLy,  there  was  nothing 
in  witcheraft ;  these' was  nothing  in  cajo« 
lory  on  a  large  scale ;  nothing  in  tbe  history 
of  atioeesBful  delusione  practised  upon  the 
minds  of  ignorant  oien^  eqti^l  to  it  that  b9 
had  ef^r  Mird.  Thef  kneif\how  it  came 
to  stfceeed.  It  was  by  using  ^iaaio  terms. 
It  was  by  telling  the  poor  that  fheir  wagea 
would  faff,  and  the  poor  peopl^vthought 
that  if  wages  foil,  their  oooditiou'  would 
be  worse  i  aad  then  those  who  uaeol  such 
an  tfgttment  as  this^  if  arguaaent  it  Isouid 
be  called,  told  the  people  of  tbe  erWlty 
of  their  masterev  The  noMe  Lord,\  tho 
Member  for  North  Lancashite,  seM 
Lancashhre  aa  the  proper  place  to  Oet  ^ 
nMti  agaimt  thet^  maalaia;  te  teH  thi 


3» 


A^9wr$$d  Debate 


(Ai'Oi 


tlMl  it  wai  the  cntolty  of  th4ir  masien 
that  made  them  free  traders^  and  anxious 
to  prottiote  their  doctrines;  but  that  it 
wdald .  min  them  tad  deprive  them  of 
their  comforts ;  that  these  masters  would 
take  them  from  occupations  that  they 
liked^  and  transfer  them  to  others  fen*  which 
they  were  not  suited.  But  the  noble 
Lord  had  tried  farther  to  persUade  the 
people  of  that  which  he  did  not  think  could 
now  be  revived  by  aoy  one;  namely^  the 
stale  and  exploded  fallacy  which  had  for* 
roerly  been  used  with  regard  to  the  war  tax« 
aiion.  He  used  the  same  fallacy  with  respect 
to  rents  that  had  been  formerly  employed 
with  regard  to  the  taxes ;  for  he  sud,  that 
the  hifper  were  the  tents  the  more  men 
were  there  employed.  That  was  the  old 
doctrine  that  had  been  started  by  Mr* 
Vansittart,  when  he  said  of  the  taxes, 
that  they  came  back  to  the  country  in 
"  refirrshiDg  shoWers/'  and  that  the  more 
the  people  were  taxed,  the  more  the  Go^ 
vemment  gave  them  employmeat«  Thus  it 
wasi  that  the  noble  Lord  stated  6f  the 
landlords^  that  it  would  be  highly  daeger^ 
oQs  to  reduce  their  rents,  becauHe,  if  they 
were  reduced^  they  could  notkeepsomanj^ 
grooms  add  gardeners.  That  they  wanted 
now  the  gardeners  to  watch  their  pleasure^ 
grounds  >  but  if  the  Corn-laws  were  l-e« 
pealed,  then  the  landtorda  would  be  ob- 
li^  to  reduce  theif  exptodittire,  and  to 
suit  it  to  the  tneane  that  they  possetood. 
This  was  th$  way  in  #hieh  it  waS  at* 
temnted  to  be  peoted,  that  grei^  eril 
wottid  follow  froMk  a  change  in  the  Corn* 
lawal  The  grooms  and  gardeniers  wei^ 
to  be  well  employed  I  But^  surely^  the 
cleavers  and  the  stocking  makers  Were 
humao  beiaea  also,  and  not  less  worthy 
of  tJieir  eonrfderation  >  and  he  thought  it 
wae  juat  as  essential  that  they  sitould  be 
sttf^NMrted  as  the  grooms  and  gardenera< 
He  should  lihe  to  have  known  what  the 
noble  Lord  would  have  said,  if  a  weaver 
had  rises,  and  asked  him  trhat  ho  would 
do  if  a  miichiae  waS  invented  for  making 
doibea  oheaper  than  thev  were  at  present^ 
what  wdnld  be,  itho  had  such  tendernesa 
ftir  grooiao  aad  gardeners,  do  with  n- 

ri  to  noir  inventaonsi  il^hich  injured 
unfortunalo  artisan  P  Would  ha  not 
acout  ibo  idea  of  toting  or  stfppressiog 
machinery^  and  yet  he  did  not  know  Why 
there  should  be  mere  sympathy  ditphiyed 
fc^  gMRMto  and  gardeners^  beeauso  the  hMKU 
kids  might  hove  less  reuto^  than  for  the 
wearttTj  whoso  eaiployment  was  superseded 
by  die  uao  of  mw  maehiaery^  The  neblo 
LMdsaidf  tfat^laad  BMibooidtiVated  aud 


97}  r^^w^ADoyA         sn 

high  vents  kept  up,  for  the  pUrpdee  ef  cm'* 
ploying  labotir;  but  the  same  argumeiit 
might  be  used  to  keep  tip  any  esde^ng 
trade  or  occupation.  If  tBe  noble  Lord 
advocated  a  new  line  of  raltroad,  and  the 
people  id  business  who  occupied  the  houses 
on  an  old  line  of  rosd  told  him  they  would 
be  ruined  by  bring  deprived  of  their  oc- 
cupation and  advantage^  why  that  would 
be  a  stronger  ease  than  that  af  the  grooms 
and  gardeners,  and  yet  who  Would  enter* 
tain  it  Y  Bat  the  noble  Lord  Spoke  df  the 
main  principle  of  his  policy  being  protec- 
tion. The  noble  Lord  ought  distidctly 
to  announce  to  the  country  what  he  meant 
by  protection,  because  be  told  them  that 
he  was  a  disciple  of  Mr.  Hnskisson.  It 
wes  said,  that  he  had  been  the  colleagtie 
of  that  Oentleman,  and  be  bad  anndaiMedi 
hiinself  as  clothed  with  faiit  mantle.  NoW| 
Mr.  Hnskisson  bad  said  a  great  deaU  Kko 
otbor  people  in  office,  to  square  their  opin* 
ions  with  existing  drcumstOoora^  last  Mill 
throughout  the  course  that  be  had  followed^ 
it  would  be  found  that  ho  had  never  up* 
held  the  principle  of  piotsetioB  as  oppeied 
to  the  principle  of  free  trade.  It  wae  not 
for  them  to  state  that  Mr.  Huskisson  did 
so  And  so,  btit  if  they  qtiottid  hie  aA. 
thority,  they  thtmM  look  C<t  hh  l^ofded 
opinions  in  1 825  an<  IBiS,  or  they  ov^t. 
to  look  to  the  tast^^ech  th&i  he  laj 
made  in  1830,  that  with  respect  to  the  staf  e 
of  the  nation,  when  ho  gave  tua  opinion  • 
as  to  the  causes  of  distresa  and  the  proper 
remedies  to  be  applied  to  them,  and  when 
hia  opiuiotis  w«re  tinfetterod  by  any  edn- 
neotioD  with  Goveromeiit.     Tbey  nigbt 
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itmember  tkat »  ehargo  had  1 
that  House  againit  Mr#  Hnakisaou,  wmA  \t 
wao  made  in  a  very  wnworthy  apbit ;  verf 
nraeii,  indeed,  in  the  Spirit  in  wbioh  tto 
DoWe  Lord  opposite  now  attacked  tiMi 
advomtea  of  frm  tradoi  Ho  irOo  ehaffM 
with  cruelty  Sad  betrtkeaoess,  and  barvinf 
Doibeliagfor  the  reaiof  nmukiiA  Then  Mr^ 
HuskiesBfkexfdained  his  prlnsiples  and  vHk 
dicated  bii  pidtey.  Ont  that  eocttsioB  bit 
reiwd  a  petition  from  the  m^rdHmteol  Lo»a 
doU,  fnm  wbicb  bo  wotdd  ysoto  a  p*o« 


*^  Thai  of  the  numerous  protective  dulies  of 
our  cede,  it  may  be  proved^  Ika*  wHils  all 
operate  as  a  heavy  tax  on  the  conuntinity  at 
large,  very  feW  are  ef  any  uftimate  i>eneftts  to 
the  classes  in  whose  favor  ttey  wert  originalT/ 
itistifoted,  stid  none  (a  the  extefft  of  fh6  Toss 
occasioned  by  tficm  to  offcer  classed. 

*•  That  h>  (has  deeUrring,  as  ftmt  petif^OiieA 
dcv  tbefcr  convieiioo^f^  Jko  impoM^  and  n^t^ 
tie^  of  the  rsairioare  systeai,  aad  in  desiriuip 
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every  practicable  relaxation  of  it,  thej  have  in  , 
▼iew  only  such  parts  of  it  as  are  not  connected, 
or  are  only  subordinately  so,  with  the  public 

revenue But  it  is  against  every  reslric' 

tive  reguletim  of  trade  not  essential  to  the  re- 
venue; against  all  duties  merely  protective 
from  foreign  competition,  and  against  the  ex- 
cess of  such  duties  as  are  partly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  revenue,  and  partly  for  that  of  pro- 
tection,  that  the  prayer  of  the  present  peti- 
tion is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  wisdom 
of  Parliament.  Your  petitioners,  therefore, 
humbly  pray  that  your  honourable  house  will 
be  pleased  to  take  the  subject  into  consider- 
ation, and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be 
calculated  to  give  greater  freedom  to  foreign 
commerce,  and  thereby  to  increase  the  re- 
sources of  the  state.'' 

What  then  was  Mr.  HoBkisson's  object 
in  raiding  that  petition  ?  Why,  in  the  first 
place,  to  show  that  what  was  ignorantly 
cfdled  a  heartless  theory  of  his  own,  was 
anxiously  maintained  by  all  the  great  prac- 
tical commercial  men  of  the  time,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  declaring  his  entire  agree- 
ment with  them;  and  to  that  effect  he 
spoke  on  the  occasion.  These  were  bis 
words: — 

**  But  I  sav  now,  as  I  always  have  said,  that 
those  who,  either  by  their  speeches  in  Parlia^ 
menty  or  the  exertion  of  their  UlenU  out  of  it, 
have  contributed  to  bring  the  people  in  Eng- 
land to  look  with  an  eye  of  favour  on  the  prin- 
ciples  recommended  in  this  petition,  have  done 
themselves  the  greatest  honour,  and  the  coun- 
try an  essential  benefit." 

It  was  therefore  plain,  that  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson  identified  himself  with  the  princi- 
ples contained  in  the  petition,  and  that  his 
opinion  was  against  all  protective  duties. 
Persons  like  the  noble  Lord,  said,  they 
were  against  prohibition,  but  for  protec- 
tion, why  the^  were  not  ooposed  to  each 
other,  prohibition  was  only  a  means  of 
protection.  They  might,  to  be  sure,  miti- 
gate it ;  but  then  it  was  opposed  to  that 
sound  policy  laid  down  in  the  petition  for 
the  abolition  of  all  protective  duties  that 
were  not  essential  to  the  revenue.  And 
as  long  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and  the 
noble  Lord  adhered  to  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem so  injurious,  as  he  was  convinced,  to 
this  country,  he,  for  one,  would  withhold 
all  support  from  them.  He  did  not  de- 
spond however,  he  saw  the  progress  that 
public  opinion  was  making ;  haraly  a  dav 
passed  in  which  they  did  not  hear  of  fresh 
converts  to  free  trade,  and  he  never  heard 
of  any  who,  having  been  converted,  ever 
honestly  abandoned  that  opinion.  He  did 
QOt  in  the  least  regret  the  change  of  Go- 


vernment that  was  about  to  take  place* 
He  believed,  that  it  was  highly  useful; 
he  believed  actually  necessary,  that  some 
change  should  take  place,  to  lead  to  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  measure.  They 
should  now  have  a  large  political  party 
interested  in  converting  the  community 
on  the  subject.  He  was  rejoiced  that 
the  dissolution  had  taken  place  j   it  liad 

Produced  discussion  on  the  subject;  it 
ad  invited  the  attention  of  the  people 
to  it,  and  he  was  happy  to  see  what  had 
been  the  result,  [il  laugh!'\  If  he  stood 
there  as  a  partisan,  he  must  regret  the 
result ;  but  the  subject  on  which  he  was 
now  speaking  was  the  one  that  chiefly 
engrossed  his  attention.  He  was  there 
not  to  promote  any  party  whatever;  it 
was  this  question,  that  aflfected  so  largely 
the  welfare  of  the  countrj^,  that  chiefly  ex« 
cited  his  interest  in  politics,  and  he  was 
watching  its  progress.  The  dissolution, 
he  was  satisfied,  had  contributed  much 
to  advance  it.  More  persons  had  been  re- 
turned favourable  to  it  than  there  had  ever 
been  before,  and  judging  from  the  speeches 
of  two  or  three,  that  thejr  had  already  heard, 
they  would  by  their  influence,  he  was 
sure,  render  great  service  to  the  cause. 
It  must  be  greatly  promoted  by  the  facts 
and  arguments  so  ably  put  forward  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Stockport  (Mr.  Cob- 
den),  and  the  efiPect  of  which  produced  at 
the  time  was  creditable  to  the  House.  It 
was  by  constant  discussion,  that  they  had 
hitherto  advanced,  and  it  was  by  the  same 
means  they  should  ultimately  succeed. 
He  certainly  would  follow  out  in  prac- 
tice the  promise  that  had  been  maoe  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Renfrewshire,  and 
never  cease,  dav  and  night,  in  eliciting 
facts  that  woula  strengthen  the  case,  and 
in  bringing  into  light  every  point  that 
bore  upon  the  subject.  He  could  not  now 
sit  down  without  remarking,  upon  the 
heavy  responsibility  that  rest^  upon  those 
who  were  coming  into  office.  He  sup- 
posed that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site would  have  to  form  the  next  Govern- 
ment, and  if  so,  he  would  have  the  com- 
Elete  power  to  do  what  he  thought  right ; 
e  had  moral  influence  sufficient,  he  pre- 
sumed, to  convert  his  friends  to  his  own 
opinion  if  thev  difiFered  with  him,  and 
he  had  strengtn  enough  to  execute  what 
he  proposed;  therefore'  it  was,  that  he 
should  treat  whatever  disaster  misht  fol- 
low from  the  present  system,  or  whatever 
advantage  might  accrue  from  a  change, 
to  the  circumstance  of  his  coming  into 
power.    If  the  euftriogs  of  the  people 
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continued;  if  commerce  languished;  if 
trade  were  checked ;  if  the  means  of  em« 
ployment  were  diminished  ;  the  whole  of 
the  responstbiiity  must  rest  with  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite.  He  believed  that 
the  rieht  hon.  Baronet  had  the  power  of 
changing  our  present  commercial  system^ 
now  so  pregnant  with  evil^  and  the  deter- 
mination to  support  il,  or  to  change  it, 
would  determine  the  opposition  or  the 
support  that  he  would  receive  in  the 
country. 

Lord  Francis  Egerlon  observed,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  opinions  that  pre- 
vailed upon  that  or  the  other  side  of  the 
House  as  to  the  course  that  ought  to  be 
taken  in  this  debate,  and  the  question  that 
was  immediately  before  the  House,  still  he 
did  not  presume  to  offer  any  objection  to 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who  con- 
sidered it  to  be  their  duty  to  speak  on  a 
subject  that  he  did  not  believe  to  be  the 
immediate  question  for  debate.  So  far  from 
presuming  to  offer  anything  like  dictation  to 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  he  must  say^ 
that  he  had  listened  with  deep,  painful, 
and  respectful  attention  to  the  lengthened 
statements  of  Gentlemen  who  were  adven- 
titiously connected  with  districts,  the  dis- 
tress or  which  they  described,  and  also  to 
their  opinions  as  to  the  causes  to  which  the 
distress  was  to  be  ascribed.  He  enjoyed — 
in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  said  a  man  en- 

J'oyed  bad  health-^the  melancholy  privi. 
ege  of  appreciating,  in  some  degree,  the 
commercial  distress  that  existed,  and  the 
consequent  privations  in  those  parts  of  the 
country  to  which  hon.  Members  had  par- 
ticularly referred.  He  trusted,  then,  that 
if  he  did  not  enter  into  a  detailed  consi- 
deration of  what  those  Gentlemen  had 
thought  fit  to  dilate  upon — the  causes  of 
the  evils  that  existed,  and  the  immediate 
remedies  to  be  applied  to  them — that  when 
he  declined  to  do  this,  it  was  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  he  was  of  opinion  that  this  great 
and  important  subject  was  not  fit  for  con- 
sideration. He  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
present  state  of  the  civilised  world  was 
not  only  in  that  House  and  in  the  coun- 
try, but  in  every  deliberative  assembly 
throughout  civilisation,  a  matter  to  which 
the  intelligence  and  knowledge  of  states- 
men and  men  of  learning  were  impera- 
tively called  to  consider,  as  the  great  pro- 
blem that  pressed  upon  society— ^name- 
ly, the  problem  how,  by  human  means  or 
human  contrivance,  they  were  to  distribute 
the  productions,  so  as  to  meet  the  exi- 
gencies of  a  country  possessing  a  large  ma-. 
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nufacturing  population.  To  this  subject 
he  was  not  unwilling  to  devote  his  atten«« 
tion ;  but,  then,  he  did  not  think  that  this 
was  the  proper  occasion  for  doing  so.  The 
Government  of  the  country  was  now  in  an 
anomalous  and  strange  position.  They 
were  in  doubt  as  to  how  it  was  to  be  con- 
ducted and  regulated,  and  he  would  be 
doing  wrong,  at  such  a  time^  to  a  subject 
on  which  he  was  equally  anxious  with  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  if  he  were  at 
such  a  moment  to  enter  upon  its  discus- 
sion. It  was  not  in  the  midst  of  undefined 
questions  and  conflicting  arguments  and 
opposing  statements  that  the  truth  could 
be  arrived  at.  It  would  not  be  difficult, 
perhaps,  to  point  out,  that  there  were  as 
different  views  between  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  and  the  Gen- 
tlemen who  advocated  a  total  abolition  of 
the  Corn 'laws,  as  there  were  on  his  side  as 
to  a  fixed  duty,  and  any  other  mode  of 
protection.  The  hon.  Member  for  Stock-* 
port  appeared  to  him,  in  his  observations, 
to  have  shown  that  the  deterioration  in  the 
condition  of  the  labouring  classes  began 
precisely  at  that  period  when  a  great  poli- 
tical change  took  place,  which  gave  power 
to  the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  and  that 
the  progress  of  that  deterioration  had  been 
pari  passu  with  the  deterioration  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Cobden  was  not  aware  that  he  had 
stated  anything  that  could  justify  the  con* 
elusion  tne  noble  Lord  appeared  to  have 
arrived  at. 

Lord  Francis  Egerton  said,  he  was 
merely  stating  a  coincidence,  which,  per- 
haps, was  but  fortuitous.  Great  promises 
had  been  made  to  the  people,  that  they 
would  receive  material  comforts  from  great 
political  changes,  in  which  promises  he 
had  at  tlie  time  but  little  faith ;  and  these 
promises  he  found  followed  by  a  deteriora- 
tion in  the  condition  of  the  labouring  po- 
pulation, which,  having  commenced  in 
1839,  had  continued  to  progress  up  to  the 
present  moment  He  could  assure  the 
House  that  he  did  not  desire  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  question  before 
them  in  any  tone  of  exultation  or  triumph 
on  account  of  the  late  elections.  Such 
would  not  be  in  accordance  with  his  feel- 
ings, nor  would  it  be  consistent  with  that 
state  of  distress  in  which  the  country  they 
were  told  was  at  this  moment.  He  was 
only  there  to  say,  that  he  represented  the 
wishes,  the  feelings,  and  the  opinions  of 
his  constituents,  when  he  assented  to  the 
amendment  prop(^d  i^Jtbe^dress^.^  Va- 
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rioas  objections  had  been  olfered  at  to  the 
course  adopted  on  tliis  oocaaion ;  bat  tbeae 
Directions  did  not  come  from  those  most 
interested— the  Members  of  ber  Majesty's 
Government,  who  had  spoken  in  this  oe* 
bate.    In  framing  the  amendment,  it  was 
said  by  the  hun.  Member  for  Meath  and 
the   hon.  Member  for   Finsbury,  that   it 
was  disrespectful  to  ker  Majesty.     Hi« 
experience    showed    htm   that  what  was 
called  iier  Majesty^s  Speech,  was  only  the 
Speech  of  Ministers,  and  as  such   to  be 
dealt  with.     His  right   htm.  Friend,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  did  not 
object  to  that  course,  and  said  that  it  was 
fair,  open,  and   honourable,   but  then  he 
said,  that  in  asciibiog  a  want  of  confidence 
in  Ministers,  they  ought  themselves  to  be 
prepared  to  state  whitt  tliey  would  do,  «u(i- 
pcising  that  tliey  (the  Opposition)  came 
into  power.     Then  the  Chaooellcir  of  the 
Exchequer  said  that  their  not  doing  so^ 
was  like  tlie  play  of  Hamkiy  with  the  psrt 
•f  Handel  omitted.    But  he  tohl  the  right 
hon.,   the  Ckaucellor  of  the  Excheifucr., 
that   they  would  not  play  Hamkt  at  all 
until  the  company  was  formed,  and  the 
theatre  prepared,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  the 
performance.  How  did  anybody  know  that 
his  right  hon«  Friend,  Uie  Mensber  for 
Tarn  worth,  was  to  be  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown,  and  that  therefore  he  was  to  have 
measures  to  prepare?  How  did  they  know 
it  ?     He  asked  them  that  ?    They  knew  it 
but  for  this  reason— because,  for  tea  years 
past,  every  measure  of  theirs  had  bees  dis- 
cussed— every  plan  of  theirs  comnented 
upon  nullum  ieiigU  •qm/d  nan  arnavk.     It 
was  because  be  had  so  acted  that  it  was 
▼ery  probable  be  wouM  he  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  *f  but,  then,  they  assiMned  the  fact, 
and  they  it  was  who  offered  disrespect  to 
her  Majesty,  by  attempting  to  declare  how 
the  prerogative  would  be  exercised,    if  his 
right  hon.  Friend  wouML  take  advice  from 
his  gray  hairs,  he  would  not  comply  with 
the  nnreasonnble  demands  asade  upon  him. 
But,  then,  the  Chancellor  of  die  £xcheq«er 
called   upon   them   to  state  the  offences 
that   they  imputed  to  the  Govermnent, 
and  for  which  the  couBtrv  was  to  with- 
draw its  confidenoe  from  tbem.    F«r  hiai-* 
self,  he  would  say,  he  was  exceedin^y  un* 
willing  to  do  sa  He  had  rather  he  excueed 
Irora  touching  upon  them  At  all ;  fa»t  if  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheouer  had  not  hem'd 
enough  of  them  in  the  Bve  nights' debate, 
which  had  oocuri^ed  not  long  ago,  then  he 
was  a  Chancellor  «f  the  £xohcN^uer  rery 
difficult  to  satisfy V  aad  lie  4lid  Mt  believe^ 


that  the  ereota  which  httd  aiiice  ooettrrad, 
when  the  motion  against  then  was  carried) 
as  he  admitted,  by  a  vefy  narrow  vote,  hnd 
materiaiiy  improved  his  situation  in  that 
respect.     He  would  not  give  his  own  opin. 
ion  as  to  whether  the  course  pursued  kf 
the  Government  in  the  dissolution  of  the 
old,  and  in  meeting  the  new  Parliament, 
would  be  satisiaciory  to  the  people^   b«t 
he  thought  that  course  did  not  tend  to 
promote  the  relief  of   distress;    on  the 
contrary,  be  thought  it  had,  in  some  rt* 
spects,  aggravated  that  distress,  and  that 
it  was  unwise  and  impolitic.     His  opinion 
was  ooufinned  hy  tlie  declaration  made  by 
his  right  hon.   Friend   btfliind  him  (Sir 
R.  Peel)  in  the  last  Parliament,  when  he 
predicted  that  a  dissolution  under  snrh 
drcumstanoes  would  not  x^medyany  f^mo* 
ticaJ  evil  that  existed.    It  bad  been  stated 
that  the  Government  noted  npon  thn  pre. 
cedent  of  his  right  hon.  Friend  in  1835. 
If  tixat  was  a  bad  and  questionabls  praee- 
dent,  the  justificatioa  was  equally  md  Mrd 
questionable ;  hot,  in  hii  opinisn,  the  foir* 
cumstanoes  of  the  two  ewes  wens  widely 
different,  and  there  was  no  yewsdent  «t 
all.    His  right   hen.  Friend  camn  into 
power  in  a  new  Parliament,  with  n«mhei« 
much  mere  ckmely  halanosd.    lie  dissolved 
the  Paviiament,  mad  hn  theiq^ht  he  wife 
justi^ed  in  doin)^  an,  m  the  rasult  ga«ie 
him  a  very  iarge  accession  #f  enpfiortem. 
His    right     hon.   FrienA    thonght    thsft 
tlie  opinions  of  t^e    people  ^R«re   gn^ 
dually  coming  ovier   to    hie   Tiewn   and 
general  policy,  and  although  his  atttidp»^ 
tkms  in  that  respect  were  nat  ftiHy,  thejr 
were  very  largely  justified.     It  wns  «l«ied 
that  his  right  hon.  Friend  «pet  the  Par- 
liaknent  un&r  a  certaiaty  nf  defeat,    ife 
reasembered  no  such  thing ;  en  tlin  4Dnn^ 
trary,    he    well    rememhered    that  the 
betting  nn  tfant  nocassen  was  ci«n  Mane 
oomhig  down  to  the  House.     Hie  fann. 
Member  for  Finsbury  said  Xhat  the  yumut 
Government  did  not,  on  that  ^ceasinn  tijhe 
the  ungenerous  and  unjust  coane  «f  «t 
once  proceedii^  u>  a  fote  ofwnnt«fo0n- 
idence.    Why,  timt  wan  the  very  tsonne 
which  his  right  hon.  Friend  boj^ed  mnd 
entreated  tint  they  u^ould  pursue.     Uu- 
dbnbtedly,  his  riglit  hon.  Fttewl  Ihiled  an 
nbtsining  the  npinien  and  judgment  of  the 
country,  hut  his  Ailttiu  wtat  «vnn  ooie 
l^hirious  than  euooess.    in  n  passage  in  the 
Life  of  the  gnsat  £mperor  «f  Enrope,  Na- 
polean«  it  was  stated  that  it  "wns  not  in  the 
early  days  uf  his  victories-^  mm  net  whun 
£ings  crnwdad  4r jMnjii^^^^^f^t^  Ai  m- 
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hibited  the  resources  of  his  mfister  miod, 
but  in  his  la^t  disastrous  campaign  in 
which,  with  exhausted  resources,  he  cou- 
tended  agaiust  the  collected  torces  of 
Europe.  He  thought  that  ini partial  his- 
tory would  pass  a  similar  verdict  upou  the 
passage  he  had  alluded  to  in  the  career  of 
uis  right  hon.  Friend*  He  must  say  he 
much  doubted  whether  impartial  history 
would  pass  the  same  vt^rdict  upon  the 
course  at  present  pursued  by  the  noble 
Lord  opposite.  He  \new  not  what  the 
muse  of  history  might  have  said  if  great 
success  had  crowned  the  noble  Lord  s  ef- 
forts; lie  would  not  say  that  success  would 
hare  justified  that  course,  but  certainly 
now  there  could  be  nO  doubt  that  the 
course  of  dissolving  Parliament  was  either 
ft  fault  or  ft  miscalculation.  If  it  was  a 
fault,  it  was  a  ^ult  and  something  more, 
and  if  a  miscalculation  it  was  so  great' 
ft  one  as  indeed  justified  that  want  of 
looniide&ce  which  he  believed  the  country 
tenter tained  of  the  Judgment  if  not  of  the 
piinciples  and  views  of  the  noble  Lord. 
No  doubt  the  nobie  Lord  intended  to  weed 
the  tnanufftcturtng  districts  of  some  ob- 
noiions  platots,  atid  was  not  aware  that 
in  that  operation  he  might  mow  down  some 
of  the  flowers  of  his  own  flock.  Ttie  Tories 
Df  the  liable  LorcTs  manufiiftiiffing  flock 
Imd  fallen  before  the  acythe  of  ihe  reaper. 
The  coMtltueDcies  of  England  felt  that  on 
aome  ociaiaioas  neither  wealth  nor  aceooi- 
^ishments,  nor  spotkas  private  charactier^ 
nor  omnipeftefaiibia  pabtie  integrity,  could 
aaanpenaate  for  the  aingle  dtfect,  that  the 
ppwcnsota  of  these  virtuea  were  firmly  and 
aaoseietttfomly  attached  to  the  opintons 
aod  participators  hi  the  measures  of  the 
ttoMe  Loid  a|ipoiite.  For  this  «io9le  de- 
^eciy  in  tfm  oonatitiieBcy  he  could  aanM, 
hif  h  nsok,  extensive  property,  and  lar 
■M»e,  worth  and  accoofiiisliinent,  wertf 
Isund  to  he  rain.  But  ia  his  fail«  he  had 
«dbibitad  a  grace  and  a  dignity  that  ex- 
torted the  af^dauie  of  his  warmest  autago- 
nwta,  and  haabed  the  shout  of  triumph 
that  alight  he  |Mraitted  in  the  victory  over 
ao  ocditialry  ai»d  Tulgar  antagoaist.  What 
<iOBoliiaion  was  he  to  dr^w  from  incidents 
avch  as  these?  It  wae  this,  that  if  he 
^oBouvred  with  his  hon.  Friend  in  the 
aflsaidaiaot  he  had  moved  to  the  Address, 
ha  thoui^ht  he  awuld  be  doing  that  which 
weuld  meet  the  conwiaads,  he  might  aay 
the  wisfaei^  of  those  who  sent  him  there. 
Thay  had  sent  htm  there,  successful  not 
hf  hia  awn  means,  strong  not  by  hi«  own 
atcai^thf  bulk  that  of  a  large  mass  of  puh- 
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lie  opinion,  and  victorious  by  such  assis** 
tance,  and  not  by  any  superiority  of  his 
own,  over  iiis  antagonists,  who  were  not 
always  very  modejate  in  their  language, 
not  alwayii  very  careful  in  their  means,  or 
very  scrupulous  in  their  statement  of  facts 
when  their  opponents  were  likely  to  suffer 
by  a  mistake  vvhich  might  not  be  easily 
corrected  at  the  moment;  and  this  success, 
at  which  he  felt  no  undue  piide  or  triumph, 
he  merely  alluded  to,  as  an  instance  of 
what  he  considered  to  be  the  state  of  pub- 
lic opinion  in  the  country  upon  the  subject 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  O'Connell  said,  the  noble  Lord  has 
distinctly  admitted,  beyond  controversy, 
the  deep  distre^^s  of  the  manufacturing 
classes.  The  noble  Lord  spoke  of  thac 
distress  with  becoming  feeling,  and  said, 
that  a  most  difficult  problem  to  solve  was, 
how  that  distress  cpuld  be  relieved.  I  will 
furniah  the  noble  Lord  with  a  simple  ami 
efficacious  remedy;  give  the  distressed 
classes  a  loaf  of  bread.  The  noble  Lord 
has  not  leisure  to  discuss  the  awful  conse- 
quences of  that  distress,  but  whether  the 
pleasantry  which  tl>e  noble  Lord  has  iu'- 
dulged  in  be  iu  good  taste  or  not,  it  is  not 
for  me  to  say.  I'his  is  a  subject  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  I  claio)  this  defer- 
ence for  ray  opinions  on  the  Corn-laws, 
that  I  stand  here  the  representative  of  two 
of  the  largest  agricultural  oommuniiies  in 
the  country,  i  am  the  representative  of 
more  tlian  one  million  of  the  people  of  the 
Iii;>h  nation.  Yes,  J  have  been  returned 
for  two  counties^  without  canvass  or  soli- 
citatioj),  without  my  personal  presence,  or 
my  asking  for  a  single  vote*  and  with  my 
opinions  on  the  Corn-laws  being  wefl 
known.  JJy  opinions  1  am  not  in  the 
habit  of  concealing,  and  no  0|)inion  of 
mine  is  better  kaown  in  those  counties 
than  that  I  am  for  the  total  abolition  of 
those  laws.  There  is  another  testimony 
in  my  hon.  Friend  the  Member  for  Water* 
ford,  with  respect  to  the  feelings  of  the 
Irish  constituencies,  lor  he  fully  informed 
his  conatituents  that  he  would  vote  agaiust 
those  laws.  This  is  a  proof  that  the  Irish 
people  do  :not  estimate  the  advantages 
which  the  agricultaral  interest  derives  from 
the  Corn*laws.  Indeed  Ireland  illustrates 
the  fallacy  of  some  of  the  topics  used  by 
the  supporters  of  these  laws.  It  is  said, 
that  they  increase  the  rate  of  wages.  If 
they  have  that  operation  any  where,  surely 
it  is  in  Ireland.  Ireland  has  the  full  bene- 
fit of  the  Corn-laws,  and  yet  there  is  the 
0  2  ^ 
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lowest  rate  of  wages  in  any  part  of  the 
kingdom.  Ireland  is  an  agricultural  coun- 
try ;  you  have  taken  care  she  shall  not  be 
a  manufacturing  country;  but  the  people 
see  distinctly  that  Corn- laws  do  not  raise 
the  rate  of  wages,  and  they  feel,  and  1  feel, 
that  it  is  a  robbery  upon  the  operative  to 
make  him  pay  more  for  his  bread  than  his 
earnings  enable  him  to  pay.  Yes,  they 
feel  that  these  Corn-laws  are  an  aristocra- 
tic impost  upon  the  food  of  the  poor  man. 
If  the  Corn-laws  did  not  increase  the  price 
•f  bread  to  the  operative,  they  would  not 
contend  for  them ;  no,  they  contended 
for  them  in  order  to  increase  their  rents. 
What,  is  the  problem  so  difiScult  to  be 
solved  as  to  the  mode  of  relieving  the  ex. 
isting  distress?  I  ask,  is  there  any  pro- 
position more  clear  than  this,  that  having 
cheaper  bread,  and  a  greater  quantity  of 
it,  would  be  an  immediate  mode  of  relief? 
But  yoa  want  to  reduce  that  quantity. 
You  want  to  increase  your  rents  and  not 
to  give  cheaper  food,  and  then  you  come 
with  your  doleful  lamentations  about  the 
state  of  distress.  The  people  understand 
and  feel  it  to  be  a  mockery.  They  ask  for 
bread,  and  you  give  them  a  stone,  and 
then  you  come  and  boast  of  your  triumph 
and  your  overwhelming  majority  against 
the  Ministers  who  propose  an  alteration. 
For  my  own  part,  I  only  agree  to  the 
Ministerial  plan  of  8s.  protection  as  an 
instalment  of  tbe  debt  of  justice  due  to 
the  people,  with  the  full  determination  of 
gettmg  rid  of  it  ultimately.  The  ques- 
tion between  you  and  the  people  is,  whe- 
ther there  shall  be  a  tax  upon  their 
bread— whether  there  shall  be  an  impost 
upon  their  food — and  whether  you  shall 
increase  your  revenues  by  increasing  the 
price  of  that  without  which  existence  is  in- 
sufferable? [No,  no.]  I  say  yes,  yes.  And 
you  insist  upon  continuing  this  plan  of  star- 
vation, in  spite  of  the  evidence  read  by  my 
bon.  Friend,  the  Member  for  Wolver- 
hampton, showing  an  accumulation  of  dis- 
ease and  death,  following  the  dearness  of 
provisions  and  the  scarcity  of  food.  You 
may  talk  as  you  please ;  you  may  boast 
of  your  triumphs  as  you  like,  but  you 
must  come  round  to  this.  The  question 
between  you  and  the  people  of  England 
is,  whether  they  shall  pay  millions  more 
by  the  year  for  food  than  they  can  get  it 
for  from  other  countries.  It  has  a  double 
aspect  of  iniquity ;  for,  while  it  increases 
the  price  &f  the  poor  man's  food,  it  im- 
pedes the  progress  of  our  manafacturiog 
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interest.  If  you  allow  foreign  com  to  be 
imported,  we  shall  at  once  find  immediate 
payment  for  our  manufactures,  and  an  in* 
creased  demand.  At  present  you  diminish 
labour  by  increasing  the  price  of  food,  and 
then  you  come  with  lamentations  about  the 
state  of  distress,  and  about  the  difficulty 
of  solving  the  problem  of  how  that  dis- 
tress is  to  be  relieved.  I  recollect  a  story 
of  a  Frenchman,  who  complained  that  he 
never  fattened  his  horse.  He  had  tried  a 
thousand  remedies  ;  he  had  fed  him  with 
spices  and  tobacco,  and  different  other 
articles;  when,  one  day,  a  friend  asked 
him,  "  did  you  ever  try  oats  V  He  de- 
clared he  had  not.  Now,  I  say  to  you, 
by  way  of  experiment,  in  order  to  solve 
the  problem  as  to  the  best  mode  of  relieving 
the  present  distress,  try  bread.  Give  the 
poor  man  food,  and  then,  if  he  does  not 
thrive  and  prosper,  go  to  any  quack  doc- 
tor that  chooses  to  set  up,  and,  for  my 
part,  I  should  not  interfere.  Everybody 
knows  that  the  great  mistake  in  the  Re- 
form Bill  was  that  of  augmenting  the  re- 
presentation of  the  counties,  and  not  giving 
to  the  better  instructed  town  populations 
a  more  adequate  share  in  the  representa- 
tion. I  do  not  ask  for  a  preference.  I 
ask  for  equality.  You,  however,  gave  the 
preference  to  the  50/.  tenant  at  will  clause, 
and  I  ask  how  much  of  your  triumph  is 
owing  to  the  fatal  policy  of  having  thus 
augmented  the  members  for  the  counties 
of  England  ?  Your  majority  consists  al- 
most entirely  of  them.  I  complain  that 
the  Whig  Ministers  did  not  go  far  enough. 
They  halted  too  soon.  They  did  not 
answer  the  just  expectation  of  the  people 
by  working  out  their  own  measures  so  as 
to  give  the  people  a  fair  representation,  I 
complained  because  of  the  unequal  pre- 
ference given  over  the  manufacturing  and 
commercial  classes.  The  supporters  of 
dear  bread,  however,  succeeded,  and  they 
have  again  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  majo- 
rity. What,  then,  are  the  merits  of  the 
two  great  parties  who  contend  for  the 
government  of  this  country  ?  I  will  con- 
trast them.  What  fault,  I  ask,  is  to  be 
found  with  the  Government  for  the  last 
ten  years?  They  have  done  much  to 
increase  the  franchise.  They  have  almost 
totally  abolished  the  hideous,  uncivilised 
punishment  of  death.  They  have  done 
more,  and  I  speak  of  my  own  profession — 
they  have  wiped  out  the  stain  of  injustice 
in  the  criminal  law  which  permitted  tbe 
counsel  for  tbe  Crown  to  address  tbe  jury, 
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shutting  out  the  prisoner's  counsel.  That 
is  a  measure  of  great  importance^  although 
shorn  of  part  of  its  utility  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  where  they  introduced  a  clause, 
giving  two  speeches  to  the  counsel  for  the 
prosecution,  and  only  one  to  the  prisoner's 
counsel.  Although,  therefore,  there  was 
such  an  unjust  diminution  of  the  benefit 
conferred  by  that  measure,  I  think  the 
Ministers  deserve  credit  for  going  so  far 
in  ameliorating  the  law,  and  merit  the 
gratitude  of  the  country.  They  have  done 
more.  They  have  increased  the  circula- 
tion of  information  of  every  kind,  by  di- 
minishing the  stamp  duties  on  newspapers 
and  periodicals  from  4d.  to  Id.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  they  did  these  things. 
There  was  another  great  advantage  arising 
from  this  measure,  namely,  it  got  rid  of 
the  temptation  to  a  violation  of  the  law 
by  the  sale  of  unstamped  publications. 
Ministers  cannot  be  deprived  of  the  glory 
of  having  accomplished  these  things,  even 
though  their  career  be  about  to  terminate. 
There  is  another  measure  of  great  public 
utility,  namely,  the  penny  postage.  The 
reduction  of  the  newspaper  stamp  duty 
allowed  the  circulation  of  information. 
The  reduction  of  the  postage  duty  allowed 
the  circulation  of  the  effect  of  that  in- 
formation. It  keeps  up  the  tie  between 
parent  and  child,  between  brother  and 
brother,  and  for  the  first  time  places  in 
the  reach  of  the  poorest  person  the  easiest 
mode  of  communication.  Before  that 
measure  the  poor  man  paid  one- third  of 
his  weekly  earnings  for  a  single  letter,  and 
was  in  this  painful  contrast  with  the  man 
of  fortune — that  the  man  of  fortune  could 
hold  communication  for  the  ten-thousandth 
partof  his  income.  Again,  the  present  Mini- 
aters  opened  the  trade  with  India  and  China. 
They  have  also  advanced  the  principles  of 
religious  liberty.  They  have  relieved  the 
Catholic  and  Dissenter  from  the  necessity 
of  bowing  before  a  clergyman  whose  tenets 
they  did  not  believe,  and  whose  mission  they 
deny.  They  have  allowed  them  to  cele- 
brate their  baptisms  and  marriages,  and  to 
preserve  their  burial  scenes  free  from  in- 
trusion. The  present  Ministry  have  made 
a  great  step  towards  the  abolition  of  tithes 
in  Ireland.  They  have  succeeded  in  strik- 
ing off  one-fourth  of  the  entire  burden. 
They  would  have  gone  farther,  they  would 
have  appropriated  the  surplus,  had  the 
Parliament  permitted,  to  purposes  of  pub- 
lic utility.  I  do  not  reproach  them  for 
liiting  given  up  that  clausoi  for  I  was  one 


of  those  who,  despairing  of  carrying  it» 
urged  their  giving  it  up.  I  do  not  shrink 
from  my  share  of  the  blame,  but  I  say 
that  in  abolishing  one-fourth  of  the  odious 
impost  they  have  set  an  example,  and  es- 
tablished a  principle,  which  may  enable^ 
at  no  remote  period,  a  future  Parliament 
to  abolish  it  altogether.  But  that  is  not 
their  only  claim.  Were  they  not  the  per- 
sons who  introduced  reform  into  this 
House?  Did  they  not  abolish  115  rotten 
boroughs  in  England  and  thirteen  in  Ire- 
land? Have  they  not  done  more  for 
England,  and  have  they  not  abolished  the 
restricted,  narrow,  and  self  elected  cor- 
porations? Have  they  not  almost  identi- 
fied the  electors  with  their  representatives 
in  the  new  corporations?  They  have  done 
so,  and  it  affords  a  painful  constrast  to  tbe 
conduct  pursued  towards  Ireland.  They 
have  done  more,  and  let  the  fact  be  pro- 
claimed to  the  world,  they  have  emanci- 
pated 800,000  slaves.  Early  in  Mr.  Pitt's 
political  life,  he  joined  with  Mr.  Wilber^ 
force,  in  pressing  for  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade.  He  succeeded  in  every  other 
measure  he  undertook,  but  in  this  he  was 
in  a  minority,  and  these  minorities  con- 
tinued until  the  Whigs  came  into  ofilice, 
in  1805.  They  were  only  eight  months 
in  office,  but  they  signalised  themselves 
by  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  They 
gave  a  lesson  to  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
and  the  generosity  with  which  the  British 
nation  made  such  sacrifices  was  compen- 
sated by  the  perfect  safety  which  attended 
their  humane  experiment.  The  party 
which  did  this  deserved  popular  support. 
That  party  had  called  upon  Englishmen 
to  estimate  all  these  valuable  and  impor- 
tant ameliorations  in  the  law,  both  as 
regarded  religious  liberty  and  human  free- 
dom. I  will  not  dwell  upon  their  conduct 
in  Ireland.  They  have  given  ten  years  of 
almost  complete  repose  to  the  people  of 
that  country.  They  have,  for  the  first 
time,  taught  the  people  of  Ireland  that  the 
Government  may  select  persons  not  for 
their  creeds  but  for  their  virtues — not  for 
their  religious  opinions  but  their  meritS"— 
that  exclusion  shall  no  longer  be  the  fate 
of  one  party,  and  that  offices  of  power, 
honour,  and  emolument  shall  no  longer  be 
confined  to  a  faction.  I  thank  them  in 
the  name  of  Ireland  for  what  they  have 
done,  and  for  what  they  intended  to  do. 
I  thank  them  for  the  good  they  have  per- 
formed, and  for  the  greater  good  they 
were  prevented  from  efTecting*    I  ask  whjr 
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a  party  of  this  kind  shoiitd  be  thrown  out 
of  power  ?    I  will  nt>t  stop  to  trgue  upon 
the  question  whether  they  fait  short  of  iheir 
own  undertakings— 1  will  not  stop  to  dis- 
cuss how  many  of  the  more  ardent  friends 
of  reform  have  been  disappointed  and  irri- 
tated—1  will  not  Slop  to  ask  why  they  did 
not  carry  out  their  own  principles  by  ex- 
tending the  representation  to  the  operative 
classes,  to  whom  it  must  soon  be  extended. 
But  I  will  say  this,  that  you  at  least  ought 
to  be  the  last  to  complain  of  iheir  labours 
not  having  been  more  extensive  in  that 
direction.      What  are  ihe  claims  of  ihe 
Tory  party  upon  a  liberty-loving  people  ? 
What    has  the  Tory  faction   ever   done 
for  public  liberty?     When  were  they  the 
advocates    of    freedom    of   donscience  ? 
Never.     They    have  been    exclusionists 
from  first  to  last,  and  only  yielded  to  the 
impulse  of  the  pressure  from  without,  ad- 
hering to  the  princlj'le  of  exclusion  still 
I  have  spoken  of  a  few  Instances  of  the 
benefits  conferred  by  the  Whig  party  in 
ten  years  ;  1  will  give  the  Tories  a  cen- 
tury, and  I  ask  them  td  tell  me  what  they 
have  done  for  public  freedom  to  ptit  In 
comparison?    They  opposed  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  hegro  as  long  as  they  could. 
They    opposed    Parliamentary    Reform. 
They  supported   the  abuses  of  the   old 
corporations ;  and  yet,  this  is  the  party,  it 
appears,    which  the  people  of  England 
prefer.      This   was    the  party    that   all 
along  opposed  religious  liberty,  that  kept 
the  people  of  (feland  id  chains  until  their 
limbs  grew  too  large,  and  they  burst  their 
fitters.     When  they  could  no  longer  keep 
from  the  people  of  England  their  liberty, 
ihey  revenged  themselves  by  diminishing 
the   franchise  of  the   people  of  Irelaiid. 
That  franchise  Was  so  restricted,  that  the 
curse  of  the  noble  Lord's  bill  was  ^artely 
necessary   to  effect    Its    early    annihila- 
tion.    You  gave  to  England  corporate  re- 
form, uhder  Which  every  niau  rated  to  the 
poor-rate,  however  low  became  a  btjrgess. 
Yob  gaVe  Ireland  h  corporate  refbrm,  ob- 
tained only  after  four  years'  struggle,  but 
it  f^as  at  last  conceded  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite.     How  did  your  haders 
treat  the   Irish  people?     In   the  city  of 
Dublin  there  has  been  an  enumeration  to 
the  poor-rate,  and  the  number  of  rate- 
payers on  the  books  is  15,000.    Everyone 
of  these,  if  he  resided  in  Bristol  or  Liver- 
pool, would  become  a  burgess ;  but  hap- 
pening  to   be  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Channel,  6,000  of   them  are  excluded. 
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Heaven  help  u%\    misery  makes  m  ac- 
quainted  with  strange    company.     The 
hon.  Member  for  Evesham  has    conde- 
scended to  patronize  Ireland.     But,  firsts 
all  agitation  must  be  put  down.     Has  the 
hon.  Gentleman  wh  enough  to  know  that 
Bghation  is  impotent,  unless  founded  oti  a 
just  cause?  and  I  ask  any  one,  possessetl 
of  the  old    spirit   of    Englishmen  —  a 
spirit  which,  1  believe,   has  considerably 
evaporated— would  you  endure  that  Ire- 
land should  have  got  a  corporate  reform, 
giving  to  every  rale-payer  the  right  to  be 
a  burgess,  whilst  England  was  restricted  to 
one-third  ?     How  would  the  old  spirit  of 
an  Englishman  prompt  him  to  answer  that 
question?     IF  he  answered  that  he  would 
bear  It  patiently  -I  will  not  say  that  I 
would   treat  him    with  contempt,    but  I 
should  think  he  deserved  to  be  so  treated. 
If,    on    the    other    hand,    he     sard    he 
would  not  endure  such  injustice,  I  would 
hail  hrm,   and   say  to  him,   neither  will 
we,    the    people    of    Ireland,  endure  It. 
I  want  to  know  what  the  Tory  party  have 
done  to  recommend  them  to  Ihe  good  will 
of  the  people  of  England  ?   It  was  sattt 
formerly,  that  no  people  in  the  world  were 
more  desirous  of  public  freedom,  oi*  more 
attached  to  the  privileges  and  the  rights 
of  fVeemen,  and  they  carried  them  out,  in 
the  madness  of  their  sseal  fof  liberty,  by 
dragging  one  monarch  to  the  scaffold,  and 
driving  another,  a  wanderer  and  a  beggar, 
through  the   nations  of  Europe.     What 
party  was  it  that  supported  these  monarchs 
in  their  attempts  ubon  the  liberties  of  the 
people?    It  was  the   party  that  Was  now 
coming    into    power.     Theif   very  nathe 
dated  its  rreatidn  from  the  period  of  the 
Revolution,  and  (torn  that  period  to  this 
what  proof  have  th^y  given  tJf  their  love 
of  liberty  ?   They  opposed  the  Housd  of 
Hanover  as  long  as  they  coflllhued  at- 
tached to  principles  of  liberty;  they  op- 
posed them  to  the  very  verge  of  rebellion, 
and  they  became  loyal  only  v^hen  they 
got  the  CroWti  itito  their  custody  in  the 
reign  of   George  3rd.    Har6  the  parl^ 
shown  no  disposition  to  return  td  theilr 
ancient    disloyalty    during    the    present 
reign.    They  have  not  as  yet  the  Crowa 
in  their  custody.     Accordingly  the  loyalty 
of  the  party  out  of  that  House  is  ei^pressed 
in  base  calumny,  and  the  Vilest,  and  Aeed 
I   say   most    unfounded    slanders?   One 
would  have  imagined  that  the  youth  and 
sex  of  her  Majesty  might  have  awakened 
some  feeling  of  sympathy  and  regard. 
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Yet  it  wtti  yoo  who  framed  these  calum- 
nies agaiost  jour  young  and  beautiful 
Queen — you  deny  that,  at  your  orgies, 
you  insulted  her  by  your  marked  pre- 
ferences. What  said  the  reports,  in  the 
newspapers — your  own  newspapers?  "The 
health  of  the  Queen  was  drunk  with  the 
usual  honours  ;*'  and  the  health  of  another 
person  -need  I  name  her? — '<  with  nine 
times  nine,  and  loud  and  long*continued 
cheering,*^  accompanied  by  that  music  in- 
vented by  the  saint  of  Canterbury,  and 
entitled  "  the  Kentish  fire."  And  what 
is  there  in  you  to  counterrail  all  this? 
What  public  good  have  you  ever  done  ? 
What  cause  of  public  liberty  have  you 
ever  advocated  ?  I  have  read  your  history, 
and  I  am  astonished  that  the  people  of 
England  should  be  so  fallen  as  to  consent 
to  give  you  their  confidence.  And  how 
was  that  seeming  confidence  obtained  ? 
Never  was  such  gro«s  bribery  known  since 
the  world  began.  Take  the  great  leading 
organ  of  your  party,  the  Times,  which 
states  the  fact  distinctly,  and  no  other 
paper  has  contradicted  it.  The  Times  is 
the  authority  on  I  he  point  of  bribery ;  and 
somebody  t!elongtng  to  it  has  tried  his 
chance  at  elections  two  or  three  times, 
and  has  succeeded  once,  and  was  sorry 
for  it.  You  may  boast  your  majority,  but 
take  it  with  this  reflection,  that  it  was  all 
owing  to  gross  and  unlimited  bribery. 
The  Times  is  a  tiar  of  the  first  magnitude, 
and  yet  he  admits  as  much.  Another 
cause  of  your  temporary  success  is  your 
antipathy  to  Ireland,  and  the  use  you 
made  of  it.  Look  at  the  late  speech  of 
your  champion,  the  Ear!  of  Wtnchilsea : 
shame  on  you  for  listening  to  it.  This, 
your  hatred  of  Ireland,  was  one  of  the 
leading  topics  in  all  your  addresses,  from 
Chester  to  Canterbury.  And  yet,  with  all 
these  foul  and  hateful  means,  you  coutd 
not  have  succeeded  but  for  the  sordid  and 
selfish  interests  of  the  owners  of  land,  and 
those  dependent  upon  them.  Yes,  the 
laraiiefs  were  brought  to  believe  that  their 
hiterestfl  were  knit  up  with  those  of  the 
kndlords,  and  that  the  alteration  of  the 
Corn-laws  would  depreciate  both,  and  it 
was  in  a  aordid,  selfish  feeling,  that  they 
combined  to  obtain  a  majority  against 
those  vrho  proposed  the  scheme.  And 
with  this  majority,  there  you  stand  the 
enemies  of  civil  and  religious  liberty^  and 
hating  from  your  heart  that  country, 
vHiich,  from  its  heart,  returns  your  hate 
detpiaiog  as  she  hates.    There  you  stand, 


the  haters  of  your  right  hand  in  war ;  with 
respect  to  whom  yon  delight  to  make 
odbns  distinctions  of  political  and  moral 
rights-^denying  her  the  same  franchise, 
the  same  representation,  and  the  same 
corporation  reform  as  you  yourselves  enjoy. 
You  refuse  her  also  that  equality  in  reli- 
gion, which,  if  your  parchment  union  ware 
a  real  union,  would  be  her*s  by  right. 
And  now  you  are  going  again  to  govern 
Ireland.  Who  is  to  go  over  there  ?  Is  the 
Orange  flag  again  to  wave  over  the  Lord 
Lieutenant's  head  ?  On  your  last  advent 
to  power  you  sent  us  a  gallant  officer-* 
brave  as  his  own  sword — and  a  noble  Earl 
who  took  the  first  opportunity  to  exhibit 
himself  in  public,  when  the  Kentish  fire 
was  set  up  to  greet  him,  and  the  Orange 
flag  waved  over  his  head.  True,  the  man 
who  did  this  was  punished.  But  how? 
Three  years  afterwards,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  called  him  in  this  House 
a  vagabond.  He  had  three  years  of  per* 
feet  impunity  and  enjoyment  of  office,  an4 
at  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  signalli* 
punished  by  being  called  a  vagabond  ,-t* 
and  the  vagabond  holds  his  office  to  this 
day.  And  now  for  the  future — What  is 
your  plan,  what  is  your  prospect?  Is  it 
possible  to  suppose  that  Ireland  can  be 
governed  by  mere  good  words  ?  The  county 
of  Cork  has  a  population  of  750,000  souls, 
and  a  constituency  of  only  3,000.  Of 
this  Ireland  complains.  I  have  often  gone 
over  statements  of  this  kind  [kear]^  and 
on  each  occasion  I  have  met  with  the 
same  cries  of  derision  which  I  now  hear. 
But  do  you  think  that,  as  an  Irishman, 
those  cries  can  have  any  other  eflfect  than 
to  inflame  my  spirit  to  defy,  and  move  my 
energies  to  oppose  and  resist  the  ene- 
mies of  my  country  who  utter  them.  Do 
you  think  that  because  you  have  got  a 
mnjority  that  you  will  put  down  the  spirit 
of  Ireland  ?  do  you  think  that  with  this 
bribed  brute-force  majority  you  can  recon- 
cile her  to  a  rule  of  injustice  at  your 
hands,  or  drive  from  ker  memory  and  her 
affection  a  Government  under  which  she 
has  made  such  advances  in  moral  feeling 
and  tranquil  happiness?  But  this  tran- 
quillity, which  she  has  enjoyed  under  the 
present  ministry,  is,  indeed,  in  your  esti- 
mation, her  only  fault.  It  is  a  picture 
which  you  cannot  bear  to  contemplate. 
True,  there  have  been,  as  there  are  in  all 
countries,  aud  in  all  tiroes,  some  instances 
of  aangainary  outrage  in  Ireland.  But 
before  you  make  a  sweeping  comlemoa- 
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tioD  for  the  fanltt  of  a  few,  look  nearer 
home,  I  pray  you.  Look  at  the  fact,  that 
ID  Liverpool  alone  at  the  last  assizes  there 
were  as  many  offences  of  a  serious  nature 
for  trial  as  in  the  whole  of  Ireland.  Ire- 
land has  calumniators,  and  always  will 
have— and,  shame  to  say  it,  too  many  of 
them  men  born  upon  her  soil.  Children 
thus  hating  and  reviling  their  country— 
and  can  we  wonder  at  it,  when  the  enemies 
of  Ireland  have  always  received  all  the  re- 
wards of  place  and  favour  which  power 
and  authority  could  confer.  Will  you 
continue  to  follow  this  system  now  ?  You 
may  pretend  to  administer  the  affairs  of 
Ireland  impartially,  without  this  unfair 
regard  to  persons,  but  if  you  do,  you  will 
find  that  you  will  not  have  a  single  mem- 
ber of  your  party  voting  for  you.  And  if 
you  do  not  attempt  to  act  impartially,  I 
will  not  say,  that  you  will  lose  Ireland — 
God  forbid  that  you  should  I  but  you  will 
deserve  to  lose  her,  and  you  will  assuredly 
lose  place  and  power.  But  can  you  act 
impartially — ^have  you  the  men  and  means 
amongst  you  to  do  so  ?  Look  at  the  ranks 
of  your  party,  and  who  do  we  see  ?  Look 
at  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  who,  as  he 
has  made  himself  most  profoundly  hated 
in  Ireland,  is,  I  suppose,  by  the  principle 
that  action  and  reaction  are  equal,  most 
beloved  in  England.  How  will  it  be  with 
the  noble  Lord,  who  calumniated  the 
honour  and  integrity  of  the  people  in 
Ireland,  in  order  that  he  might  deprive 
them  of  their  franchise  ?  When  I  reflect 
what  endeavours  I  have  made  to  purify 
the  stream  of  justice  in  Ireland,  that  I 
have  voted,  night  after  night,  in  support 
of  a  Ministry  who  did  not  go  half  as  far  in 
the  good  cause  as  I  did,  solely  with  a  view 
to  accomplishing,  through  their  hands,  the 
purifying  of  the  stream  of  public  justice, 
I  look  with  dread  and  sorrow  to  what  we 
may  now  expect  from  you.  Do  you  mean 
to  restore  the  sheriff  of  Fermanagh  ?  No 
doubt  you  will  find  means  to  initiate  him, 
no  doubt  you  will  try  means  to  tranquillise 
Ireland;  and  then  you  will  think  you  have 
made  all  safe.  But  you  will  find  your- 
selves wrong;  there  is  but  one  safety- 
valve  for  a  great  and  suffering  people,  and 
that  is,  to  afford  (hem  the  means  of  giving 
expression  to  their  distresses  and  their 
grievances.  Your  majority  will  carry  you 
into  power ;  but  how  long  will  you  remain 
there  ?  Look  at  the  starving  and  unem- 
ployed millions  of  your  fellow-country- 
men: your  factories  deaolate,  and  your 
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cities  rendered  hideous  by  squalid  misery 
and  thick  contagions  mortality.  Look  at 
your  declining  commerce,  the  result  of 
your  unjust  and  pernicious  system  of  le* 
gislation.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  people 
of  this  empire  will  be  long  before  they 
form  a  fair  estimate  between  the  friends  of 
freedom  and  its  foes  ?  Xou  are  coming 
into  power  ;  how  long  will  it  be,  I  wonder, 
before  you  will  have  cause  to  regret  it  7 
Power  is  in  itself  always  unpopular,  and 
you  will  not  be  long  in  office  before  yonr 
acts  are  criticised  with  severity,  and  the 
warmthof  your  temporary  friendships  begin 
to  decline.  Your  alliance  with  the  Char* 
tists  will  soon  be  at  an  end.  Anything^ 
but  the  Whigs  for  the  hon.  Member  for 
Winchester;  and  this  was  precisely  the 
cry  of  the  Chartists,  who  said,  **  Let  ot 
bring  in  the  Tories,  and  we  shall  soon 
multiply  the  number  of  Chartists."  The 
Tories  consider  themselves  a  distinct  and 
superior  class,  and  look  upon  all  the  rest 
of  the  community  as  slaves.  Seventy-five 
per  cent,  of  the  population  of  this  country 
is  entirely  unrepresented;  the  people 
begin  to  feel  this,  and  see  the  effect  of  it 
in  the  Corn -law,  of  which  they  now  so 
bitterly  complain.  They  begin  to  see  the 
misery  which  results  from  want  of  freedom 
and  insufficient  food.  They  feel  that  the 
Reform  Bill  has  been  a  failure,  and  that 
that  measure  which  would  best  secure 
them  from  intimidation  and  corruption, 
namely,  the  ballot,  is  denied  them.  There 
are  abundant  distresses,  abundant  causes 
of  complaint  in  the  country ;  and  how  do 
you  propose  to  meet  them?  Will  you 
impose  new  taxes?  I  do  not  wish  for 
evil  in  order  that  good  may  come  of  it ; 
but  if  I  could  do  so,  I  should  wish  that 
you  would  try  some  of  these  new  taxes. 
Never  did  a  party  come  into  office  sur* 
rounded  with  greater  difficulties  and 
dangers,  and  with  less  of  that  mem  divi^ 
nior  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  to  re- 
commend them  ;  and  I  can  only  conclude 
by  observing,  that  as  **  men's  infiripity  is 
God's  opportunity/' the  party  now  coming 
into  office  may  be  compelled*  in  spite  of 
themselves,  to  do  justice  to  Ireland. 

Sir  R.  Peel:  Mr.  Speaker,  if  I  felt 
more  acutely  than  in  fact  I  do,  either 
for  myself  or  the  party  with  whom  I  am 
connected,  the  weight  of  the  censure  and 
vituperation  which  the  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  has  cast  at  us,  still  I  could 
find  some  topic  of  consolation  in  the  fact, 
that  whatever  may  be  bit  preeent  abim  of 
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the  Tory  party,  it  falls  fnfinitely  short  of 
that  he  has  lavished  upon  his  own  beloved 
Whig^.  The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
has  in  fact  reduced  himself  to  a  condition 
in  which  his  praise  and  censure  are  equally 
yaloable.  If  these  are  men  who  have  been 
so  good  to  Ireland — if  these  are  men  who 
for  ten  years  have  preserved  that  country 
in  happiness  and  tranquillity,  what  could 
justify  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman's 
loading  them  with  every  species  of  ca- 
lumny ?  Are  these  ''  the  brutal  and  bloody 
Whigs  ?"  And  when  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  accounted  for  the  cause  of  their 
difficulty  and  embarrassment  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  did  he  not  bear  in 
mind  that  there  is  not  a  distinguished 
Member  of  that  party  who  has  not  been 
honoured  with  his  vituperation.  For  ten 
years,  too,  this  Government  had  ruled 
over  Ireland  and  secured  to  her  tranquil- 
lity  and  order.  For  four  of  those  ten 
years  my  noble  Friend  near  me  was  Secre- 
tary for  Ireland-«for  four  out  of  those  ten 
years  the  man  whom  you  deprecate  was 
the  immediate  agent  of  the  Whip^  policy 
with  regard  to  Ireland.  I  ask,  is  it  the 
fact  that  these  men  had  acted  in  a  way  to 
deserve  so  well  of  Ireland?  and  if  so, 
what  has  been  the  object  and  motive  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  in  coming 
down  night  after  night  increasing  the  dif- 
ficulties and  embarrassment  of  this  Go- 
vernment, and  denouncing  them  to  the 
country  by  every  calumnious  expression 
which  an  imagination  fertile  in  calumny 
could  invent.  I  am  sorry  if  I  have  been 
betrayed  into  a  single  expression  of  irrita* 
tion  on  the  present?  occasion,  but  1  think  I 
have  received  sufficient  provocation  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  (ientleman.  It  is 
my  earnest  wish  to  discuss  this  question 
now  before  the  House  in  the  spirit  and 
temper  becoming  the  gravity  of  the  occa- 
sion, and  the  magnitude  of  the  interest  in- 
volved. 1  have  been  in  opposition  to  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  sit  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  for  a  period,  with  only  a 
brief  exception,  of  ten  years.  I  have  aU 
ways  endeavoured  to  conduct  this  oppo- 
sition, in  a  way  reconciling  at  the  same 
time  the  practical  exposition  of  my  own 
opinions,  and  my  direct  condemnation, 
when  necessary,  of  the  measures  of  her 
Majesty's  Government,  with  the  absence 
of  every  expression  of  acrimonious  or  per- 
sonal hostility;  and,  certainly, on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  when,  according  to  the  ap- 
patently  prevaiUog  feeling  of  the  House, 


our  opposition  is  likely  to  be  attended 
with  success,  I  shall  not  allow  myself  to 
be  betrayed  into  a  different  tone  than  that 
which  I  have  always  endeavoured  to  ad- 
here to.  If  the  consequences  anticipated 
from  this  debate  be  well  founded— if  it  be 
true  that  the  fortunes  [of  the  country,  so 
far  as  the  Government  is  concerned,  are 
to  be  committed  to  other  hands,  those 
who,  apparently  in  public  opinion,  are 
called  to  the  exercise  of  power,  ought  to 
survey  the  position  of  public  affairs  with 
feelings  far  more  elevated  than  those  con*- 
nected  with  mere  party  conflicts.  I  hope 
I  contemplate — if  the  anticipation  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  be  correct,  and  that  it  is  likely 
that  I  am  to  be  called  to  any  concern 
with  public  affairs— I  hope  I  contemplate 
those  difficulties  and  dangers  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  have  adverted  to,  and  which 
may,  in  some  degree,  account  for  the 
want  of  confidence  in  the  present  Admi- 
nistration— I  hope,  I  say,  I  contemplate 
them  with  no  unmanly  fear  or  shrinking 
from  the  responsibility  that  belongs  to 
public  station.  But  at  the  same  time  it  is 
perfectly  consistent  with  that  feeling  to 
entertain  an  awful  sense  of  the  obligations 
which  high  office  imposes,  and  of  the  re- 
sponsibility which  public  duty  involves. 
It  is  in  the  spirit  of  that  contemplation, 
rather  than  that  of  party  rancour  or  party 
exultation,  that  I  proceed  to  give  my 
opinions  on  the  topics  adverted  to  in  the 
course  of  this  debate.  Let  me  first  briefly 
notice  two  or  three  points  of  the  Address, 
on  which  no  great  difference  of  opinion 
exists.  The  first  is  that  in  which  we  ex- 
press our  satisfaction  :— 

''That  we  learn  with  much  contentment 
that  the  objectsi  for  which  the  treaty  of  July, 
1840,  was  concluded  between  her  Majesty,  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  the  King  of  Prussia,  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  and  the  Sultan,  have  been 
fully  accomplished ;  and  that  we  share  in  the 
gratification  with  which  her  Majesty  is  ena« 
bled  to  state  that  the  temporary  separation 
which  the  measures  taken  in  execution  of  that 
treaty  created  between  the  contracting  Powers 
and  France,  has  now  ceased.^' 

Sir,  no  man  who  hears  me  feels  a  more 
sincere  satisfaction  than  I  do  that  that 
"  separation"  has  ceased.  No  roan  who 
hears  me  feels  a  more  cordial  satisfaction 
than  I  do  that  France  has  been  enabled 
consistently  with  her  honour  to  enter 
again  into  the  councils  of  Europe.  I  do 
hope,  however,  that  that  re-union  will 
not  be  nominal,  but  will  be  accompanied 
with  the  restoration  of  those  feeliogi  of 
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amity  and  th«it  cordial  good  ondentaoding 
between  this  country  and  France  which 
are  essential  to  the  security  and  tranquillity 
of  Europe.  I  hate  read  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction  the  sentiments  recently  ex- 
pressed at  a  meeting  in  Prance  (I  do  not 
allude  to  any  opinions  delivered  in  the 
Chamber  of  Deputies)  by  a  man  so  emi« 
nent,  holding  so  important  a  station^  and 
who  has  proved  himself  so  truly  deserving 
the  character  of  a  great  statesman  as  the 
present  minister  of  France.  I  have  seen, 
I  say,  with  the  utmost  gratification  the 
frank  declaration  made  by  that  minister 
that  he  rejoices  at  the  prospect  of  a  re- 
storation of  the  good  understanding  be- 
tween France  and  the  other  powers  of 
Burope^  In  the  next  paragraph  "her 
Majesty  trusts  that  the  union  of  the  prin- 
cipal powers  upon  all  matters  affecting 
the  great  interests  of  Europe  will  afford  a 
firm  security  for  the  maintenance  of  peace/' 
I,  for  dne,  with  the  rest  of  this  House, 
Also  reciprocate  that  sentiment.  What  is 
the  first  interest  which  it  behoves  the 
European  powers  to  attend  to?  Is  not  the 
time  come  when  the  powerful  countries  of 
Baropa  should  reduce  those  military  ar*> 
maments  which  they  have  so  sedulously 
raised  t  Is  not  the  time  come  when  they 
should  be  prepared  to  declare  that  there  is 
no  use  in  such  Overgrown  establishments  ? 
What  Is  the  advantage  of  one  power 
greatly  Increasing  its  army  or  navy  f  Does 
it  not  See,  that  if  it  proposes  such  increase 
for  self  protection  and  defence,  the  other 
powers  would  follow  its  example?  The 
consequence  of  this  state  of  things  must 
be,  that  no  increase  of  relative  strength 
will  aconie  it  any  one  power,  bttt  that 
tiiera  must  be  an  universal  consumption 
of  the  resources  of  every  country  in  mili- 
tary preparations.  They  are  in  fact  de- 
priving peace  of  half  its  advantages,  and 
anticipating  the  energits  of  war,  whenever 
ihey  may  be  raquired.  I  do  not  cn«an  to 
advoOat*  any  romantic  notion  of  each  na» 
Hon  trulting  with  security  the  profusions 
of  its  neighbour,  but  if  each  country  were 
to  cwnmune  with  Itself,  and  ask  "  what  is 
at  present  the  danger  of  foreign  invasion, 
oompartd  to  the  danger  of  producing  dis- 
aatlsfkcliOB  and  dfecont^nt)  and  curtailing 
the  comforts  of  the  people  by  undue  taxa- 
tion r  the  answer  must  be  this,  that  the 
danger  of  aggression  is  Infinitely  less  than 
the  dangar  of  those  sufi^rings  to  which  the 
present  exorbitant  expeAditure  must  give 
fiftei    Hie  interest  of  Bvrope  Is  not  that 
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any  one  country  should  exercise  a  peculiar 
influence,  but  the  true  interest  of  Europe 
is  to  come  to  some  one  common  accord, 
so  as  to  enable  every  country  to  reduce 
those  military  armaments  which  belong  to 
a  state  of  war  rather  than  of  peace.  I  do 
wish  that  the  councils  of  every  country  (or 
that  the  puhlic  voice  and  mind  if  the 
councils  fiid  not)  would  willingly  propa- 
gate such  a  doctrine.  There  is  a  great 
revolution  in  public  affairs  of  late.  The 
peace  of  twenty-five  years,  (he  intercourse 
of  commerce,  new  connections,  new  inter- 
ests which  have  sprung  up  therefrom, 
have  effected  a  great  change  in  public 
affairs.  Take  France  for  example:  why, 
there  is  no  country  in  Europe,  if  common 
sense  ruled  her  councils,  that  could  wish 
to  see  France  curtailed  of  its  fair  preten- 
sions to  the  rank  to  which  it  is  entitled. 
There  is  a  supposition,  too  common  I 
believe  in  France,  that  the  old  feeling  of 
national  hostility  prevails  in  this  country. 
That  notion  is  founded  on  a  complete 
delusioni  and  if  you  were  to  canvass  pub- 
lic opinion  in  this  country  on  the  subject 
you  would  find  that  in  the  proportion  of 
ninety-nine  to  one  there  is  no  other  wish 
than  that  France  should  consolidate  the 
free  representative  institutions  by  which 
she  is  governed ;  and  there  is  not  one 
^feeling  of  hostility  directed  against  her 
successful  competition  in  the  paths  of 
science,  of  the  arts,  of  literature,  of 
manufacturing  industry,  and  of  commerce. 
And  if  France  were  in  any  danger  of  an 
unjust  aggression,  the  security  of  France 
would  not  be  found  in  the  numt>er  of  her 
regiments,  but  in  the  mind  and  public 
spirit  with  which  she  would  rise  as  one 
man  to  revoke  and  dispel  (he  danger.  It 
ia  the  same  with  that  magnificent  country, 
which  has  atK>lished  the  name  and  dts* 
tinctiona  of  separate  states>  Germany,  at 
this  moment>  from  Hamburg  to  the  Tyrol, 
and  from  Berlin  to  the  aouthern  confines, 
bums  with  a  spirit  which  would  iaUmidat« 
and  overbear  any  invader.  These  are  the 
securltfee  against  aggression,  and  tho 
securities  for  peace. 

'*  Not  high-raised  lowers  wbt  moated  gateS| 

Not  cities  proud  with  spires 
And  turrets  crownM  ;  not  bays  nor  bioad 
arm*d  ports, 

Where,  laughiog  at  the  stona, 
Rich  navies  ride;  not  gay  and  apaogled  courts^ 

Where  low.bowed  baseness 
Wafts  perfume  to  pride.    No;  but  man. 

Hi jh-rainded  man,  with  powers  ^^2  Ic 


As  hr  above  dull  brutes  endued,^ 
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in  fofesty  brake,  or  dell, 
As  thes^  tecel  cold  rocks  or  brdtbblei  rUde.'^ 

At  the  call  of  patriotism,  Gertnanyof 
France  would  rise  now  with  an   etl^rgy 
which  France  displayed  In  1793.    I  give 
this  opinion,  subject,    I    know,    to    the 
imputation,  '*  All  this  man  Is  affaid  of,  is 
war,  and  he  would  have  the  States  of 
Europe  reduce  its  establish nients  in  order 
to  gain  some  paltry  advantages/'     I  hope 
the  time  \i  not  yet  come  when  public  men 
can    be    influenced    by    such    low    and 
grovelling  imputations.     You  can't  con- 
duct War  as  Bonaparte  did.     No  power 
in  Europe  can  do  it.    You  can't  make 
the  Country  you  conquer  bear  the  pric^  of 
the  conquest.    The  thing  is  impossible. 
With  states,  as  with  individuals,  that  most 
unpleasant  day^the  day  of  reckoning*^ 
comes  round ;  and  when,  in   their  sober 
nftomenfs,    men    calculate    the    Relative 
advantages  of  immense  armaments,  and 
the  illusions  of  military  glory,  with  the 
cost  of  the  tates  to  pay  for  such  exploits, 
they  edine  to  take  a  calmer  atid  more  dis-' 
cfeet  view  of  the  comparative  advantages 
than  they  could  be  expected  to  do  in  the 
moment  of  excitement.    The  expression 
ci  these  sentiments  \i  perfectly  consistent 
with  an  earnest  determination,  if  Occasion 
should  require  it,  lo  risk  anything  that 
the  honour  and  interests  of  the  country 
may  require.     I  come  now  to  a  point  of 
home  policy — but  I  must  say,  that  I  did 
s^e  with  great  pain  the  omission  of  any 
notice  in  the  Speech  of  our  relations  with 
the  United  States— not  that  I  necessarily 
blame  that  omission.    I  am  aure  it  was 
nDt  a  casual  one— I  am  sure  it  was  not 
inadvertent.     My  regret   is   this,   that  1 
fear  ydu  have  nothing  satisfactory  to  say. 
Qaeatlons  were  aSked  of  the  tioble  Lord 
the  Secretary  for  Foreign  AfFaif-S  by  the 
hDil.  and  learned  Gentleman  to  which  the 
noble    Lord    m^de    a    reply    that   tnust 
necessarily   bate  suggested  other  Ques- 
tions.   When  the  noble  Lotd  laid  down 
the  prihCipte  that  we  hfld  nothinf  to  do 
^ith  the  municipal  institutions  of  othct 
COuhtriea  -that   our    demand    ixluat    be 
made  on  the  public  organs  of  thdse  coun- 
tries,   Imd   that  their  own  international 
lawe  and  regulations  could  not  be  held 
0ut  as  art  answer— when  the  noble  Lord 
read  a  dispatch  from  Mr.  Webster  recog- 
nisin?,  aa  I  understood,  the  principle  for 
which    the   noble  Lord   contended,  and 
which  was  dated  in  March  last— if  the 
^Qenii^ii  htttl  beeft  aft  erdlAar;  e«e  some 


further  questions  must  necesiarily  have 
been  asked  had  not  the  noble  Lord  depre* 
cated  those  questions  being  put.  I 
understood  from  the  noble  Lord  that  he 
thought  it  would  be  more  conducive  io 
the  great  interests  of  pCitce,  and  cort* 
sistent  with  the  national  honour,  that  the 
questions  should  not  be  pressed ;  and 
drawing  this  inference  from  what  I  con- 
sidered to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Noble 
Lord — though  I  shall  refrain  from  presa^ 
ing  the  question,  or  seeking  any  further 
explanation  from  him — the  noble  Lord,  I 
am  sure,  will  permit  me  to  aay,  that  the 
explanation  given  by  him  is  anything  but 
full  or  satisfactory.  1  will  not  detain  the 
House  any  more  on  these  matteri,  but 
proceed  at  once  to  the  consideration  of 
those  great  subiects  which  are  adterted 
to  in  the  Speech  and  in  the  Address  that 
the  House  is  called  on  to  assent  to.  The 
speech  of  the  noble  Lord  delivered  by  heif 
Majesty-^ calls  on  us,  if  I  understand  the 
object  ot  it,  for  an  expression  favourable 
to  the  measures  recommebded  by  her 
Ministers  last  Session.  The  Speech 
has  special  reference  to  those  mea«* 
sures,  which  were  intended  to  supply 
the  deflciehcy  in  the  publie  revenue, 
artd  which  relate  to  the  timber  duties,  the 
sugar  duliesi  and  the  corn  duties,  t  do 
not  mean  to  avoid  the  expression  —I  should 
rather  aay  the  repetition ^of  my  opinion 
on  the  subject  of  these  propositions«  I 
stated  before  the  last  Session  terminatedi 
what  cburse  I  intended  to  purisue,  and 
what  view  t  took,  With  reference  to  these 
subjects.  I  have  been  told  that  the  country 
would  disapprove  of  the  secrecy  which  i 
maintained— I  have  been  told»  that  it  was 
unworthy  of  any  person  boking  to  the 

Cession  of  power  to  withhold  the  deve<» 
ment  of  his  plans  for  reifledying  the 
financial  embarrassments  of  the  Coutiiry. 
But  I  gave  an  opinibn  Iheh  ft>  which  I  Will 
adhere  now->^t6  which  I  Will  adhere  HOW 
with  the  greater  reaolutiorti  beCattM  H  haa 
been  Supported  and  confirtfted  by  the  vl>!ce 
of  the  country.  That  opitiion  was,  that  at 
present  I  ought  to  be  regarded  al  an  in* 
dividual;  that  I  am  not  Called  Up^n  by 
arty  conftideratiort  of  public  duty ;  thaii  In 
fact,  I  am  precluded,  by  my  owto  eehse  of 
public  duty,  from  developing  the  detailed 
measures  by  which,  if  called  to  power^  I 
would  attempt  to  rescue  the  coutitry  from 
its  present  difficUltiea*  The  right  hon» 
Gentlehian,  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade^  asked  me  whether  ot  noi  tf  I  dia« 
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gented  from  the  MiDisterial  measures,  I, 
therefore,  dissented  from  the  principles  of 
free  trade.  Sir,  I  protest  against  the  prin- 
ciples of  free  trade  being  tried  by  these 
individual  measures.  I  protest  against  the 
conclasion,  that  because  you  oppose  these 
individual  measures,  therefore*  you  imply 
an  opinion  adverse  to  the  removal  of  the 
restrictions  on  commerce,  or  hostile  to  the 
doctrines  of  free  trade.  In  the  first  place, 
if  I  do  profess  a  genera]  conviction  of  the 
truth  of  the  principles  of  free  trade,  I 
cannot  be  charged  with  a  new  or  hasty 
adoption  of  them.  When  I  was  Secretary 
of  State,  in  1825,  I  was  intrusted  with 
the  preparation  of  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  and  I  recommended  the  removal 
of  restrictions  on  commerce  in  a  manner 
as  it  appears  to  me  more  calculated  to  pro- 
mote that  removal,  and  to  make  it  ac- 
ceptable and  satisfactory,  than  the  mode 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment opposite,  of  trying  the  principles  of 
free  trade  in  a  mere  scheme  of  financial 
policy.  In  1825,  this  was  the  language  of 
the  Speech  which  I  recommended  to  his 
Majesty : — 

''  His  Majesty  commands  us  not  to  conclude 
without  congratulating  you  unon  the  continued 
improvement  in  the  state  or  the  agricultural 
interest,  the  solid  foundation  of  our  national 
prosperity;  nor  without  informing  you,  that 
evident  advantage  has  been  derived  from  the  re- 
lief which  you  have  recently  given  to  corn* 
merce  by  the  removal  of  inconvenient  re« 
strictions. 

■*  His  Majesty  recommends  to  you  to  perse- 
vere (as  circumstances  may  allow)  in  the  re- 
moval of  similar  restrictions.  And  his  Majesty 
directs  us  to  assure  you,  that  you  may  rely 
upon  his  Majesty's  cordial  co*operation  in 
fostering  and  extending  that  commerce,  which, 
whilst  it  is,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence, 
a  main  source  of  strength  and  power  to  this 
country,  contributes  in  no  less  a  degree  to  the 
happiness  and  civilization  of  mankind." 

Now,  these  were  the  seotimeuts  to  which 
in  1825  I  was  a  party.  The  right  hon. 
Qentleman  has,  I  think,  a  fair  right  to  say, 
<Mon't  content  yourself  with  these  general 
declarations  in  favour  of  free  trade — of 
the  principles  by  which  you  will  be  guided, 
•ince  they  throw  on  you  the  onus  of  esta- 
blishing the  exceptions.''  I  may  say  again, 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  talks  of 
assuming  the  mantle  of  Mr.  Huskisson,  I 
can  say,  with  truth,  that  I  did  cordially 
co-operate  with  Mr.  Huskisson  in  his 
financial  measures,  and  that  I  did  receive 
from  Mr.  Huskisson  the  assurance  that, 
from  DO  Member  of  the  Government  had 
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he  received  more  cordial  support  than 
from  myself,  in  carrying  his  measures  and 
in  mitigating  the  difficulties  with  which 
he  had  to  contend.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says,  that  he  did  not  propose 
these  measures  alone,  but  that  tliere  were 
other  measures  intended  to  carry  out  the 
same  views.  It  is  true  there  were  other 
measures  founded  on  the  principles  of  free 
trade,  of  which  I  have  spoken,  and  he  says 
there  were  also  others  of  a  more  extensive 
character  in  contemplation.  I  am  sure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  expect  me 
to  express  any  opinion  on  those  which 
were  only  in  contemplation.  But  with 
respect  to  those  which  he  did  propose, 
what  course  did  I  take?  One  of  these 
measures  was  a  new  regulation  of  the  du- 
ties on  Brazilian  coffee,  in  order  to  abolish 
those  absurd  restrictions  which  prevented 
the  direct  importation  of  coffee,  and  to 
prevent  the  sending  it  in  future  round  by 
the  Cape.  On  that  measure  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  met  with  no  opposition 
from  me.  On  the  contrary,  it  had  my 
cordial  support.  Another  measure  pro* 
posed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was, 
the  equalization  of  the  duties  on  East- 
Indian  as  well  as  West-Indian  produce. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  met  with  some 
slight  opposition  from  this  side  of  the 
House;  but  I  well  recollect  that  I  expressed 
an  opinion  in  favour  of  this  measure.  There 
was  a  third  measure  for  diminishing  the 
cost  of  production  in  the  West  Indies,  by 
allowing  the  free  importation  of  timber 
and  provisions,  and  certainly  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  cannot  say  he  met  with  any 
formidable  objection  from  me  in  carrying 
that  measure  into  effect. 

Mr.  Labouchere :  It  was  opposed  by 
the  right  hon.  the  Member  for  Cambridge 
University. 

Sir  R.  Peel:  The  measure,  as  I  remem* 
ber,  was  but  slightly  opposed,  but  not  by 
me.  I  shall  now  refer  to  another  passage 
of  the  Speech. 

''  It  will  be  for  you  to  consider  whether 
some  of  those  duties  are  not  so  trifling  in  their 
amount  as  to  be  unproductive  to  the  revenue, 
whilst  they  are  vexatious  to  commerce.'' 

Now,  you  ask  me  if  I  contend  against 
that  principle  of  reducing  the  public  bur- 
dens. Not  the  least.  I  consider  nothing 
more  proper.  If  such  duties  exist,  there 
can  be  no  rational  objection  to  reduce 
them;  but,  for  tbe  other  part,  that  we 
ought  to  consider,  ^^ 

<<  Whether  the  prinoiple  of  prot0t£bl£^( 
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wbich  others  of  these  duties  are  founded  be  not 
carried  to  an  extent  injurious  alike  to  the  in- 
come of  the  State  and  the  interests  of  the 
people," 

I  cannot  contend  against  the  principle, 
and  my  only  reason  for  contending  against 
the  Address  is,  that  it  solicits  an  opinion 
on  the  three  measures  which  form  part  of 
the  budget ;  and  what  I  fear,  is,  that  were 
I  to  allow  it  to  pass  in  consequence  of  any 
acquiescence  in  its  general  words,  that  you 
might  consider  it,  and  that  the  public  would 
take  it,  as  an  acquiescence  in  the  detailed 
measures.  I  now  come  to  the  details  of 
those  measures.  With  respect  to  the  tim- 
ber duties,  I  said,  before  the  House  sepa- 
rated, that  I  would  reserve  the  considera- 
tion of  that  question,  whether,  circum- 
etanced  as  the  Canadas  are,  there  may  not 
be  political  considerations  which  may  con- 
travene the  general  principle  of  free  trade 
which  you  desire  to  establish.  What  were 
the  facts  in  our  possession  relative  to  the 
question  of  the  timber  duties  ?  The  noble 
Lord,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  in- 
formed the  House  that  Lord  Sydenham 
had  declared  that  the  proposition  for  the 
repeal  of  the  timber  duties  would  greatly 
add  to  his  embarrassments.  Lord  Syden« 
ham  added,  that  there  might  be  other  mea- 
sures which,  if  adopted,  would  reconcile 
the  Canadas  to  the  reduction  of  the  timber 
duties ;  but,  to  this  hour,  we  have  never 
beard  what  those  measures  were.  What 
is  the  state  of  Canada  at  this  moment  ? 
What  is  the  state  of  that  colony  as  it  is 
affected  by  our  relations  with  the  United 
States?  I  saw  lately  published  in  the 
newspapers  a  despatch  from  the  noble 
Lord — a  despatch  of  a  peculiar  nature — 
Boch  a  despatch,  as,  I  believe,  was  never 
published  before.  In  that  despatch  the 
noble  Lord  frankly  informs  the  Governor- 
General  of  Canada,  and  publishes  to  the 
whole  world,  that  he  has  referred  a  project 
for  the  fortification  of  Canada,  not  only  as 
would  be  done  in  ordinary  times,  to  the 
Master-General  of  the  Ordnance,  but  to 
the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  that  100,000/. 
a-year  is  to  be  appropriated  to  that  pur- 
pose. Thus,  it  was  proclaimed  to  the 
world  at  this  moment,  that  we  are  not  con- 
tent to  rest  upon  the  superiority  of  our 
navy,  but  intend  also  to  fortify  Canada. 
What  is  the  object  of  all  this }  It  is  for 
the  object  of  convincing  the  United  States 
that  we  have  made  up  our  minds  to  defend 
Canada  at  any  risk,  and  also  of  assuring 
the  people  of  Canadai  thai  notwithstand- 


ing our  financial  difficulties,  notwithstand« 
ing  the  embarrassments  in  which  we  are 
involved,  we  are  ready  to  take  upon  oor« 
selves  the  debt  contracted  by  Upper  Ca- 
nada. I  do  not  contest  the  wisdom  of  the 
measure.  It  may  be  right  to  tranquillise 
the  public  mind  in  Canada — it  may  be 
wise  to  spend  a  hundred  thousand  pounds 
annually  in  furtiBcations  in  that  colony- 
it  may  be  proper  to  resort  to  the  extraor- 
dinary step  of  publishing  to  the  United 
States  the  communications  which  have 
taken  place  on  the  subject  with  the  Duke 
of  Weilmgton ;  but  if  these  proceedings 
are  correct,  they  indicate  a  state  of  public 
feeling,  and  a  state  of  public  danger, 
which  justify  my  reserve  and  hesitation 
as  to  increasing,  at  this  juncture,  the 
embarrassments  of  the  Canadian  Go- 
vernment. I  will  not  say  a  word  more  on 
this  point,  and  I  hope  that  I  shall  be  ex- 
cused from  taking  any  step  to  increase  the 
notoriety  of  the  document  to  which  I  have 
adverted.  I  suppose  it  was  the  noble 
Lord's  wish  that  it  should  obtain  the 
widest  publicity ;  but  I  shall  deeply  regret 
if  I  have  contravened  his  intention.  Here, 
however,  is  the  document,  published  at 
full  length  in  an  English  newspaper.  I 
now  come  to  the  sugar  duties.  Upon  that 
subject  I  must  maintain  precisely  the 
same  language  which  I  held  previously  to 
the  dissolution.  At  any  rate,  you  shall 
not  have  cause  to  charge  me  with  having, 
before  the  dissolution,  employed  language 
which  now  that  I  have  obtained  a  majo- 
rity, I  am  inclined  to  modify ;  and  that 
whilst  I  have  assisted  in .  removing  you 
from  office,  on  account  of  distinct  mea- 
sures which  you  have  proposed,  I  contem* 
plate  confirming  myself  in  power  by  pro- 
posing measures  of  the  same  nature.  I 
tell  you  frankly  that  I  contemplate  no 
such  thing.  I  maintain  now  the  same 
opinions  as  before.  I  sa^,  that  seeing  you 
have  proposed  to  admit  the  sugar,  not 
only  of  the  Brazils,  but  of  Cuba,  at  a  re- 
duction of  duty  to  the  amount  of  12«. ; 
seeing  that  your  own  measure  was  so  ill- 
considered  that  you  were  obliged  to  alter  it 
within  a  week  of  its  introduction — seeing 
that  you  made  no  stipulation  whatever,  at 
the  tmie  of  offering  that  great  advantage 
to  those  countries,  in  respect  to  slavery-^ 
it  did  appear  to  me,  in  the  first  place,  that 
looking  at  the  risk  we  would  run  of  aggra- 
vating the  horrors  both  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade,  particularly  as  far  as  Cuba 
waa  coaoemedf  and  considering  that  yoa 
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had  Ukea  no  precautioos  upon  that  sub« 
ject«  which,  even  if  your  viewi  were  just, 
you  might,  aod  ought  to  have  taken,  by 
eXBCUDg  cauditioaa  from  the  governmeat 
of  ibofe  states,  it  would  be  unwise  and 
impoliiic  to  make  (he  aheration  proposed, 
the  more  particularly  when  the  prospect 
of  ao  increased  supply  of  sugar  from  the 
W«at-Jadia  colonies  and  (he  East  Indies 
was  such  aa  to  give  assurance  of  a  reduc- 
tion la  the  price  of  the  article.  I  freely 
admit,  that  I  cannot  reconcile  this  course 
wii))  (be  just  principles  of  free  trade.  The 
priAciptes  of  free  trade,  sh  icily  applied, 
irottid  requife  a  disregard  of  the  con&idera- 
CioAs  respec(i<ig  slavery ;  but  those  con- 
aiderations  did  weigh  in  my  mind,  and  I 
adao  mistrusted  your  calcula(iofla  as  to  the 
probable  supply  of  sugar  from  our  own 
cokiniai  possessious.  1  do  not  blame  (be 
rigluboo.  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
Am*  changing  his  opinions  with'rtspect  to 
this  qoestion  in  184J,  and  I  must  say, 
that  alihougb  1  bave  bad  plenty  of  provo- 
cation in  the  course  of  (bis  debate  to  pur- 
sue an  opposite  course,  I  think,  it  would  be 
much  better  for  us  to  abstain,  as  far  as 
poitifole,  from  taunting  each  other  with 
changes  of  opinloo.  But,  although  I  do 
iMt  mean  to  taunt  the  right  bon»  Oeotle- 
joan^  I  nust  pay  bim  the  compliment  of 
•ayfiAg»  <^^  ^^  grounds  on  which  be 
o^^oaad  a  Mduction  of  the  sugar  duties  in 
iMO,  wef«  rnigad  with  great  ability*  I<i 
1840  tl^e  fight  hon«  Genileman  opposed 
ike  redu^on  of  tbe  ao^r  duties  ou  tbe 
ground  that  the  West-Iodia  colonies  were 
Ao( teeing  tinder  the  weight  of  a  great  ex- 
|»er«raent ;  be  aaid  that  sug»r  stood  upon 
•  d'Aeneat  footing  frooa  cotton  and  coiee — 
tjiatit  req«iced  a  peculiarly  laborious  cul- 
tiva4foa«  and  4haC,  consequently,  tbe  Joss 
«f  life  <Mi  a  «4igar  estate  was  greater  than 
MUI4  susta«««d  io  Cultivating  any  other  kind 
^  oolouial  produce — ai»d  that  the  people 
0f  Eiiglaad  required  that  a  fair  trial  should 
be  given  ^  tlie  gteat  esjh^rinient  of  free 
laWouf«  Tbese  wef«?  tbe  g4H>unds  on  which 
tike  ri}^  ban*  Gen^lew^in  reaisted,  on  tbe 
iMM»p0sUi(Hi  ^  redacing  the  duty  on  fo- 
4^41  autf««k-  <u  IS'X.  Tliese  reasons  satia- 
ted wt^v  miidi,  aiad  1  vowd  with  the  right 
ii«»tj.  G«4it4e»anv  I  do  iiot  mean  to  aay, 
tbftt  ibfe  i-igWt  )kw.  Gentleman  bad  not  « 
rigbt  4o  obaikige  \hb  ofMaioas,  if  circum- 
sUMK^e«  created  a  necessity  which  would 
4^e¥r4]le  4 be  tr(>umla  on  which  that  opin- 
ion rested;. but  Ua  graouJa  on  wbich  tbe 
ri^ht  <bon»  GentieoMn  resisted  the  reduc-  , 


(ion  of  tha  augaf  dutiaa  io  1840, « 
of  an  incidental  or  temporary  oatura.  I 
thought  that  there  was  a  prospect  of  tha 
price  of  sugar  being  reduced  in  eonaa- 
queoce  of  an  increased  supply  from  Bri- 
tish colonial  possessions.  Now,  what  ia 
tbe  fact?  Tbe  right  boo.  Gentleman  did 
not  refer  to  it  in  bis  speech  the  other 
night.  He  made  an  able  speech,  entered 
into  a  great  variety  of  details,  but  be,  toQ, 
forgot  the  part  of  Hamlet,  He  altogether 
omitted  to  allude  to  the  price  of  sugar. 
Tbe  price  of  sugar,  the  produce  of  Britisb 
colonial  possessions,  on  the  1st  of  S«p(em« 
ber«  1840,  was  588.  4d, ;  on  tbe  8(h  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1841,  it  was  50s.  10(i;  ajid  (be 
present  ftf erage  price  is  36s,  %d,  1  do  not 
say  that  tbis  reduction  in  die  price  of 
sugar,  the  produce  of  our  own  colonial 
possessions,  is.  a  conclusive  argument 
against  the  admission  of  foreign  sugar  to 
compete  ^ith  it«  Tbe  principle  of  fime 
trade  would  disregard  any  coosideratiom 
founded  upon  the  low  price  of  sugar.  In 
point  of  fact,  low  prices  migbt  be  perfectly 
compatible  with  monopoly.  I  mcr^^ly  re- 
fer to  tbe  reduction  io  the  price  of  the 
article  aa  a  conclusive  proof  tbat  tbe  pro- 
phecies of  the  Miaiaters  on  tbe  aubjaet 
bave  been  lalsified.  Tbe  right  boo.  Oeo- 
tlemao,  however,  may  aay,  '*Trua«  tbe 
price  of  sugar  bits  falleo ;  but  there  bna 
been  a  great  decreaae  in  consumptioo-*T- 
(be  consuming  power  of  ibe  people  baa 
abated."  If  tbat  were  the  case,  it  must, 
of  course,  be  taken  into  account  in  esti- 
mating tHe  value  of  tbe  reduction  io  price ; 
but  will  tbe  right  hou*  Gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  bim  why  Ive  conjined  bis  esti- 
mate of  the  consumption  of  augar  to  tbe 
first  six  months  of  the  present  y«ar  ?  Dur- 
ing those  aix  months  there  was  a  great  de- 
rangement of  the  trade  in  sugar,  baeauae 
tbe  Ministerial  propositions  bad  been 
announced^  and  everybody  expected  a 
great  cbaAge  io  tbe  duties  levied  oa  fo- 
reign sugar..  These  circumstances  muat 
account  lor  thedicninisked  consumption  in 
tbe  first  MX  anontlta  of  tbe  preaent  year,  or 
at  leaat  for  a  smaller  quantity  than  usual 
baviog  been  taken  out  of  dock  for  coo- 
sumpiaoo.  What,  however,  has  been  tbe 
case  wkbio  tbe  last  three  months  ?  I  bave 
betu  told,  tbat  in  tbe  three  months  end- 
ing the  5tb  of  August,  1841,  tbe  conauo^- 
tiou  of  sugar,  tbe  produce  of  tbe  British 
plantations,  and  tbe  Mauritius,  w«b 
937,000  cwt,  and  tbat  In  tbe  three  moolbs 
eAdiag  tbe  6th  of  Atin^ua^  I64J^  the  i 
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tMRfAfea   hat  been    999,000  cwt.     U^ 
that  fitrntement  true  or  iK>t  ?      If  it  be 
tnie,    why  did    Ui€    ri^ht   hoD.  Oentle- 
IMID  coR6fia  hii  €«tiiBate  to  the  first  m% 
«M>ntlw  of  the  year  P     If  it  be  true,  it 
It  a  fitott  ifltportant  and  covfiotatory  fact. 
I  value  it  lets  on  account  of  the  eogmen- 
tatiott  of  the  reveooe  than  at  indicating 
ao  ioci«aee  m  the  contuming  power  of  the 
f>eof»le.    If  it  be  trae,  that  redaction  in 
price  haa  heen  aoeonif>lisl)ed  by  increased 
conaannflion»  I  refer  to  the  circamstanee 
At  eaoouragi^g  the  hope  that  the  period 
had  wvived  ^hen  there  woatd  be  a  stop 
ao  the  downward  progress  of  depression. 
i  now  approach  the  aaore  important  and 
ei^iting  <|4i«Ktloii  of  the  Coni-iaws.     In 
iMrder  that  f  aaay  make  no  mittake,  allow 
ma  lo  refer  to  the  etpreations  which  1 
nado  Via  of  on  ihta  point  before  the  dis^ 
odtttioo*     i  caid,  that  on  consideration  I 
had  (bniiad  an  opitiion,  which  intervening 
cowideratioa  haa«ot  iodocad  pm  to  alter, 
that  iho  iprindple  of  a  graduated  toaie  was 
pneforabla  to  that  of  a  fived  and  irrevoca- 
'  t4a  duly;  hat  I  aaid  then,  aod  1  eay  now, 
ia  doing  to  I  repeat  tlie  laogvage  which  I 
haid  in  i«39,  that  I  will  not  bind  anyaelf 
ID  the  daiaik  of  (ha  existing  iaw,  but  will 
leaeiva  t»  «yaalf  the  auletttred  ditcretioo 
of  ^awvidariog  and  mowMding  that  law.    J 
#»ald  tha  aiiao  lasvvage  sows  bMt  if  you 
a»k  BM  wh^Vhor  I  hwd  mytelf  totbe  ttiain. 
aaciaaea  of  tho  axioting  law  ia  ita  da- 
teikiO^  if  yon  aiiy  «hat  that  «t  the  cob- 
4itioa  on  w4M!h  «he  agricnltaral  intereat 
gtwe  one  their  avfypoit,  I  aay  that  on  that 
leoadiiioo  I  wiU  not  accept  their  tnpport. 
{«  Ck&enr]    Hon.  Oeollamen  cheer  ?  hut 
aia  4  not  maintaining  precisely  what  I  said 
Mwt?    I  know  it  it  the  ftahion;  bat  I 
ooafBtatt  appears  40  me  to  aavourof  in- 
ao)aranc<%  €»  so«w  Qentkmen  opposita  to 
MMHne  that  they  ^ro  right,  and  that  ihoae 
"Who  dider  Utim  xlk^m  are  not  only  m  error 
-«tba  nnt  the  infirmity  of  our  inferior 
judg«»nia'-bat  that  in  holding  oar  opia- 
ioa»>  nn  nm  aetnated  by  bate  and  sordid 
niotinsa.    Tba  liight  hoo.  Geothemnn  says 
tluit  ih««ks  nihn  great  errors  in  the  noda  of 
tnfciag,  the  aveing«t.     Wonid  nay  mno 
nf  onoMkonaente  dnbar  himaelf  of  a  fall 
iO|»poftnniry  nf  correcting  those  errora? 
Them  may  ha  i^rinna  modet  of  corracting 
thoaenrmrs,  hat  I  purposely  avohl  ontaring 
into  deinila*    At  I  taid  before,  1  retnve 
to  myaelf  the  nnlhaered  po^r  of  con- 
aidniiiig  dataib.    H^m,  yon  nfo  not  aaiia- 
fiad,  nnd  Ao  whoia  ttiaan  t»f  oUojny 


wnich  hat  oeen  directed  agaftwt  tne,  and 
which  after  the  experience  of  aboot  thirty 
yeart  produced  as  little  irritation  and  nn- 
cotnfbrtable  feeling  in  my  mind  as  it  conM 
in  the  mind,  perhaps,  of  any  man,  hat 
flowed  from  this,  that  I  will  not  ttate  what 
alterations  I   intend    to  propose,     ft  ia 
said,  •*  But  ahhongh  yon  prefer  the  prhi- 
cipie  of  a  gradtiat^  scale,  yon  do  not  tetl 
u«  what  yoor  tcale  will  he."     1  ask  any 
reasonable  man  whether  a  more  prepot- 
teroua  demand  was  etet  made  -npon  n 
pablic  man  than  that  he  ahonld  not  only 
declare  his  preference  of  a  principle,  but 
explain  to  the  whole  world  and  bind  him^ 
aelf  irrevocably  to  the  precite  mode  in 
which  he  will  carry  it  out.     You  made  the 
demand  in  May  last,  arrd  yon  hate  te^ 
mained  in  ollice  et^  tvnce.    You  vahl  in 
May  last,  ♦•  Yon  are  coming  into  power-; 
we  are  going  ont.    I%ere  it  a  candidate 
for  p6wer  on  the  ete  of  hit  advent  to  ofllce, 
and  he  will  not  tell  us  what  hit  aliding 
tcale  will  be."    What  if  I  had  done  to? 
Yonr  demand  proceeded  t>n  tha  mtnm po- 
tion that  you  we^  aboat  to  qnit  offi^ 
If  f  had  explained  my  plana  on  the  IBth 
of  May,  yon  would,  in  the  internal  be- 
taken that  time  and  the  present,  have  t)e» 
copied  yoarsdvet  in  attacking  mfy  de^^ift, 
and  at  hiT  OS  lay  in  yonr  power,  Tendetiiif 
it  impota?ble  for  ma  ever  tO'cnrty  them  into 
e#ect.     if  I  had>  «n  the  I8th  of  May, 
ttated  the  detailt  of  n  plan  whidh  tnbto- 
qnent  eventt  ha««  proted  f  oonki  nothatn 
pfopoted,  at  the  earlieet,  nniil  the  middle 
of  October,  my  opponentt  thronghoat  the 
Gcrantry  would    have    been   engaged  in 
«fiing  and  condemning  thy  plan,  nt»d  I 
ahoald  have  been  toM  that  I  wnt  honnti 
hy  an  irrevocable  pledge  to  adhere  tn  it.  If 
I  hadntteinpted  to  d<^tn  in  the  alightM 
degree  horn  what  I  had  originally  laid 
d4>wa>  I  ahonld  havn  been  anbjeeted  to 
thit  observation  i*^^*  Here  it  a  iMm  who 
oame  faraard  with  the  details  of  a  ptai 
which  be  olfered  to  carry  t^n  in  oppo^ 
tttion,  and  now  he  haa  got  into  po#er  ho 
has  altered  ita  detaila.^    I  was  an  itvdii. 
vidnal  Member  of  Parliament,  -ttahding  in 
tt  pecahar    position    I    ndmit,  becanan 
hononred  with  the  toaftdeace  of  a  poii^N 
inl  party  {  hot  1  centnnd  that  i  wntnndc^ 
no  obllgntioo  toloTniih  ^oa  with  n  hodgof. 
<f  thit  H  expected  Anm  me^  wh;y  shonM 
we  mniamm  am  immensely  e^rpentivn  eivil 
govnrament?     It  aa   individwal  withoot 
the  Meant  of  obtaining  infermaiidn  whieh 
am  pMeaaad  hy  Iffoitlnrt,  fa  nn^faad  to 
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farnish  such  measures  as  have  been  de- 
manded from  me  of  what  use  would  be 
our  civil  Government  with  its  expensive 
establishments.  Til  prove  you  really  feel 
you  ought  not  to  require  what  you  ask 
from  me.  TU  prove  that  you  feel  the 
justice  of  my  objecting  to  it.  Why  will 
vou  give  me  a  year  to  consider  the  Poor- 
law  Amendment  Act?  That  has  long 
been  the  subject  of  discussion.  Why  not 
demand  of  me  the  production  of  the  de- 
tails of  a  measure  on  that  subject.  It 
would  be  just  as  reasonable.  You  know 
that  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  sifting  and 
attacking  a  measure  in  popular  assemblies, 
which  is  to  be  brought  under  the  con> 
sideration  of  Parliament  tends  to  prejudice 
its  consideration.  But  it  was  said,  "Tell 
us  what  your  pivot  will  be.''  Suppose  1 
had  done  so,  and  proceeded  afterwards  to 
form  a  Government.  I  must,  I  presume, 
have  informed  her  Majesty,  that  the  great 
principle  of  the  Government  was  in- 
volved in  an  adherence  to  my  pivot. 
I  was  to  go  to  each  colleague  to  ask  him 
to  assent  to  belong  to  the  new  Govern- 
ment ;  but  I  was  to  tell  him  there  is  one 
irrevocable  principle  to  which  you  must 
subscribe ;  not  merely  an  alteration  of  the 
Corn-laws— not  a  preference  of  the  gra- 
duated scale  over  a  fixed  duty — but  this 
precise  and  particular  mode  of  taking  the 
averages,  and  this  particular  pivot  and 
price  is  finally  determined  upon,  and  from 
which  you  cannot  depart,  because  I  have 
publicly  pledged  myself  to  it.  I  leave  a 
blank  for  the  name.  Can  anv  reasonable 
man  gravely  say  that  was  the  course  1 
ought  to  have  pursued  ?  Why  there  never 
was  a  more  preposterous  demand  made 
upon  a  public  man  than  that  I,  not  being 
in  office,  but  supposed  by  you  to  be  a 
candidate  for  power,  should  declare  what 
precise  measure  on  the  subject  of  the 
Corn-laws,  in  the  event,  the  distant  event 
—the  event  contingent  upon  your  inclin- 
ations— I  should  propose  ?  I  stated  that 
before  the  elections,  and  no  demand,  no 
solicitations,  no  ridicule  shall  induce  me 
to  depart  from  it.  What  was  the  question 
between  us  ?  On  your  side  of  the  House 
are  Gentlemen  who  are  advocates  for  free 
trade,  many  of  them  not  Members  in  the 
last  Parliament,  and  they  may  not  know 
what  the  real  question  at  issue  is.  We 
both  acknowledge  the  principle  of  protec- 
tion to  agriculture.  The  first  finance 
minister  of  the  Crown  being  asked  if  this 
measure  of  »  fij^ed  duty  was  a  tax  or  a 


protection?  answered,  *'It  is  a  protec* 
tion."  We  start  then  from  the  same  point« 
The  Government  proposes  a  fixed  duty  of 
Ss,  to  be  levied  upon  foreign  corn  at  all 
times,  and  under  all  circumstances.  No 
matter  what  may  be  the  glut  in  the  market 
-^no  matter  what  the  price  of  corn,  whe« 
ther  90«.  or  100s.— the  proposal  of  the 
Government  was,  and  I  suppose  is,  that 
the  duty  of  Ss.  should  be  rigidly  exacted. 
Will  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport  have 
the  goodness  to  apply  his  calculations  to 
the  Government  proposition  of  an  8s. 
duty  ;  and  when  he  estimates  the  amount 
of  duty  upon  bread,  which  is  taken  from 
the  pocket  of  the  poor  man,  as  compared 
with  the  amount  of  duty  that  is  taken 
from  the  pocket  of  the  rich  man,  I  ask 
him  to  tell  me  whether  his  calculations  are 
not  literally  and  precisely  as  applicable  to 
a  fixed  duty  of  8s.  as  they  are  to  a  gra- 
duated scale?  When  I  have  adopted  a 
fixed  duty,  and  accepted  it  as  a  final 
settlement  of  the  Corn-law  question,  what 
security  shall  I  have  that  their  fiery  denun- 
ciations, which  have  daily  and  nightly 
been  lavished  against  the  bread  tax,  will 
not  apply  with  equal  force  to  a  duty 
of  8s.,  as  to  a  duty  levied  under  a  gra« 
duated  scale.  [An  hon.  MenAer  :  it  de- 
pends upon  the  amount.]  No,  it  does  not. 
If  a  certain  quantity  of  flour  be  necessary 
for  the  consumption  of  a  poor  family,  and 
a  certain  other  quantity  is  necessary  for 
the  consumption  of  the  family  of  the' rich 
man,  every  one  of  those  elaborate  calcu- 
lations of  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  apply, 
with  precisely  the  same  effects,  to  that 
fixed  and  unvarying  duty,  as  they  do  to 
the  shifting  duty,  without  reference  to  the 
amount ;  and  every  argument  of  a  popular 
nature,  calculated  to  produce  dissatisfac- 
tion and  discontent,  will  apply,  with  at 
least  equal  force,  to  a  fixed  and  irrevoc. 
able  duty  levied  directly  under  the  name 
of  a  tax  upon  bread,  as  they  do  to  that 
duty  which  is  levied  on  the  principle  of 
a  graduated  scale.  The  principle  of  free 
trade  is  as  much  opposed  to  the  one  as  to 
the  other.  And  I  ask,  would  that  be  a 
satisfactory  state,  if  we  are  to  have  a  mere 
intermediate  i^cijustment  of  the  Corn-law, 
public  declarations  being  made  by  some 
of  the  most  eminent  Members  in  the 
House — some  saying  that  they  accept  the 
fixed  duty  only  as  an  instalment— others 
avowing  that  they  consider  it  only  as  a 
stepping-stone  to  free  trade,  and  all  telU 
iog  us  openly  that  they  do  not  accept  it 
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at  a  final  setUemeDty  but  npon  its  being 
gained,  they  will  proceed  to  immediate 
agitation  for  a  total  repeal?  That  is 
one  consideration  that  causes  me  to  doubt 
the  advantage,  and  if  I  may  borrow  an 
expression  &om  the  noble  Lord,  which 
makes  me  doubt  the  ''  finality"  of  such 
a  settlement,  let  me  ask  this  question 
of  the  noble  Lord :  Suppose  you  had 
passed  your  law  in  May  last,  fixing  the 
duty  at  8s.  upon  corn ;  suppose  the  wea- 
ther continued  unfavourable,  more  so  than 
we  have  now  reason  to  hope  it  will  be ; 
but  suppose  the  harvest  bad  been  de- 
cidedly bad,  and  towards  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember»  or  the  beginning  of  October,  the 
price  of  corn  had  risen  to  90s.  a  quarter, 
would  you  insist  upon  your  fixed  duty  of 
8s«  That  case  might  have  arisen.  That 
is  no  improbable  conjecture.  You  say  you 
want  to  give  security  to  commerce.  Now 
what  18  the  meaning  of  that  ?  That  men 
may  speculate  in  corn — that  they  may 
know  the  amount  of  the  fixed  duty — that 
they  may  take  their  chance  of  making 
great  gains  by  pouring  in  corn  from  the 
continent  when  the  English  price  is  at 
90s,,  subject  only  to  the  fixed  duty  of  8^. 
Of  course,  then,  the  principles  of  free 
trade  require  a  rigorous  exaction  of  that 
duty.  Or  is  there  to  be  a  discretionary 
Board  of  Trade  to  remove  the  duty  if  they 
should  think  fit? .  That  surely  would  not 
be  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of 
free  trade.  You  say  that  the  remote  con- 
sequence you  contemplate  is,  that  the 
price  will  not  rise.  That  is  not  the  spe- 
culation of  those  who  contend  for  a  total 
repeal;  but  I  speak  to  those  who  advo- 
cate a  fixed  duty.  I  was  about  to  say, 
that  the  tax  upon  com  was  contemplated 
to  come  into  immediate  operation.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  contemplated 
that  tax  as  forming  part  of  his  budget  for 
tho  year;  and  I  merely  refer  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  prove  that  no  delay 
was  in  contemplation,  but  that  he  esti- 
mated the  8s.  duty  as  a  part  of  his  ways 
and  means.  Well,  suppose  the  prospects 
of  the  harvest  to  be  gloomy;  suppose 
that  there  had  been  a  defective  supply, 
and  the  price  had  risen  in  consequence ; 
suppose,  I  say,  all  this  as  taking  place  in 
September  or  October  next,  would  you 
have  insisted  upon  a  rigorous  exaction  of 
your  8s.  duty.  [A  Horn.  Member :  Yes.] 
You  would!  Then  I  publicly  notify  to 
the  country,  upon  the  authority  of  a  great 
manufacturer  and  a  stern  free  trader,  that 
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be  corn  at  the  price  of  80s.,  or  90s.,  or 
100s.,  his  rigid  adherence  to  the  princi- 
ples and  doctrines  of  free  trade  will  com- 
pel him  to  exact  the  duty  of  85.  Then, 
when  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockpoit 
should  come  forward  with  the  distressing^ 
details  of  the  misery  of  the  poor,  when 
others  should  come  forward  with  their 
sympathy;  and^  as  I  sincerely  believe, 
their  unfeigned  sympathy,  with  the  suffer- 
ings and  distresses  of  the  poor,  sufferings 
of  which  they  themselves  are  cogoisant ; 
when  they  should  say,  "  Here  is  corn  at 
a  price  of  90^.  or  100s.,  a  foreign  supply 
is  pouring  in ;"  then  their  neighbour  and 
friend  (the  hon.  Member  who  answered 
**  yes")  will  say,  "  No  matter  what  may 
be  the  distress  that  prevails,  no  matter 
what  may  be  the  extent  of  privation  ;  no 
matter  what  the  amount  of  suffering,  yet 
still  the  8s.  duty  must  be  exacted,  there 
is  no  power  to  remit  it.'^  In  vain  would  it 
be  to  show,  that  under  the  existing  scale 
it  would  have  been  admitted  at  Is.  In 
vain  would  it  be  to  draw  a  comparison 
between  the  state  of  the  law  now,  defec- 
tive as  it  may  be,  admitting  corn  when 
there  is  scarcity,  in  vain  would  it  be  to 
draw  a  contrast  between  that  state  of  law 
which  admitted  foreign  corn  when  prices 
were  at  80s.  or  90s.  with  that  state  of  law 
which  required  8s.  irrevocably  and  under 
all  circumstances.  No  matter  these  consi- 
derations— hon.  Gentlemen  would  adhere 
strictly  to  the  8s.,  and  would  say,  that  the 
importer  of  corn  was  entitled  to  the  letter 
of  his  bond.  It  may  be  very  well  to 
make  all  this  parade  of  strict  adherence  to 
principle,  but  I  tell  you,  that  under  those 
circumstances  the  duty  of  8s.  could  not 
be  levied.  You  would  be  obliged  to  ad- 
mit a  relaxation  of  it  either  by  the  power 
of  Parliament,  or  by  some  subordinate 
authority.  How  will  you  provide  for  that 
relaxation  ?  Will  you  provide,  that  when 
corn  shall  arrive  at  a  certain  price,  the 
council  shall  be  required  to  abate  the 
duty  ?  If  you  do,  then  you  must  maintain 
the  system  of  averages.  And  then  I  say, 
that  in  that  case  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  apply  himself  to  the  correction 
of  the  system  of  averages,  for  there  would 
be  the  same  temptation,  as  now,  to  deal 
with  the  averages  when  there  should  be  a 
price  fixed,  enabling  the  council  to  relax 
Its  duty.  If  on  the  other  hand  you  take 
00  such  power,  then  that  principle  of  law 
which  provides  for  the  total  redemption  of 
the  duty  when  com  is  inconveniently  high^ 
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18  far  more  likely  to  work  wdl  than  that 
principle  which  requires  irrevocably  and 
under  all  circomBtances  a  fixed  duty. 
With  respect  to  the  fluctuatious  in  price  I 
confess^  having  paid  my  beat  attention  to 
this  subject,  that  I  have  great  doubts 
whether  your  expectations,  that  free  trade 
in  corn  will  produce  a  great  fixity  in 
price  will  be  realised.  It  does  appear  to 
mc,  that  there  are  and  must  be  such  fluc- 
tuations in  the  price  of  com,  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  commodity  itself;  a 
commodity  not  dependent  upon  produc- 
tion by  machinery  which  can  be  limited, 
but  dependent  upon  circumstances  vary* 
ing  and  accredited,  as  the  seasons  or  as 
the  quantity  of  corn  produced.  That  the 
proposal  of  a  fixed  duty*  therefore,  would 
be  an  improvement  in  the  law  as  regards 
ensuring  fixity  of  price,  I  very  much 
doubt.  In  considering  this  part  of  the 
subject,  it  will  be  important  to  compare 
the  price  of  grain  in  those  countries  in 
which  Corn-laws  do  not  operate  with  the 
prices  in  this  country*  And  here  let  me 
say  incidentally  that,  in  considering  this 
question,  I  wish  to  disregard  every  party 
and  political  feeling  whatsoever,  and  treat 
it  as  only  it  ought  to  be  treated.  With 
respect  to  the  fluctuations,  then,  in  the 
price  of  corn,  they  have  been  great- 
greater  than  could  have  been  wtsh^.  The 
main  object  to  be  attained  is  a  compara- 
tively fixed  price.  Now,  then,  let  us 
compare  the  variation  in  the  prke  of  corn 
in  the  United  States  with  the  variation 
here.  America  is  a  country  not  subject  to 
the  operation  of  any  Corn-law :  America 
is  a  country  with  a  perfect  free  trade  in 
corn  internally,  and  with  a  produce  more 
than  than  the  inhabitants  can  consume. 
It  is  not,  therefore,  supposed  to  be  subject 
to  the  fluctuations  which  a  country  like 
England,  partly  dependent  upon  foreign 
supply,  most  necessarily  be<  I  have  here 
a  paper  which  gives  the  price  of  corn  in 
the  different  countries  of  the  world,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  United  States.  I  take  the 
State  of  New  Yoik,  and  unless  I  have 
made  some  error,  or  there  is  an  errror  in 
the  print  itself,  there  is  an  account  of  a 
very  remarkable  fluctuation  in  price.  In 
November,  1834,  the  price  of  the  Win- 
chester quarter  of  eight  bushels  was 
3ds.  4d. ;  in  October,  1836,  it  was  54s. } 
in  January,  1837,  it  was  63s.  June, 
1839,  it  was  67s.  4d.,  and  in  Oetober, 
1 839*- mark,  in  the  same  year,  it  was 
39s.  7d.    Thasy  in  tba  Statd  of   New 


York  alone,  in  the  course  of  six  months, 
the  price  of  corn  varied  from  67s.  4d.  to 
39s.  Id.  Whence  arose  that  fluctuation, 
how  was  it  to  be  accounted  for,  unless  by 
the  nature  of  the  intervening  harvest  pro- 
ducing so  immense  a  variation  ?  In  Octd- 
ber,  1840,  the  price  was  31s.  9d.  So  that 
we  see  the  price  fell  from  June,  1839,  when 
it  wa867s.4d.,toOctober,  I840,to3ls. 9d, 
a  great  deal  more  than  100  per  cent. 
But  it  has  been  said,  that  the  Corn-laws 
of  Eoglsnd  derange  all  the  markets  of 
the  world;  yet  Mr.  Whitmore  tells  us, 
that  little  corn  can  be  obtained  from  the 
United  States — that  the  average  price  b 
40s.,  and  that  we  mast  not  expect  a  very 
material  import  from  America,  and  that 
the  markets  there,  from  their  distance, 
are  not  liable  to  much  derangement  from 
the  Corn-laws  of  England.  As  regards 
fluctuations  arising  from  seasons  and  si- 
milar causes,  the  variation  must  be  ae 
great  there  as  here.  Why,  in  January, 
1837,  when  corn  was  63s.  a  quarter  in 
New  York  it  was  only  65s4  M,  in  Eng- 
land t  and  in  October,  when  it  was  64$, 
in  New  York,  it  was  only  4dt.  9d» 
here.  Here  then,  in  a  country  subject 
to  no  Corn-law,  the  operation  of  tho 
seasons  occasioned  these  high  prices. 
If  I  look  to  other  papers  presented  to 
Pariiament  in  the  present  Session,  and 
which  I  have  yet  had  scarcely  time  to  look 
into,  I  find  that  the  very  seeond  page  6oq« 
tains  a  most  extraordinary  statement  rein* 
tive  to  the  produce  of  Russia,  Hero  is  aa 
account  from  your  own  consul,  etatinit 
that  8t.  Fetersburgh  sent  out,  besidea  the 
supply  for  its  own  inhabitants,  from 
176,000  to  210,000  imperial  quarters* 
But  be  says,  likewise,  that  in  a  season  of 
abundance  that  supply  might  be  trebled. 
Ii  is  clear  that  on  account  of  the  variaikm 
of  the  seasons  thera  cannot  be  otkerwiso 
than  a  fluctuation  in  price.  Your  own 
consul  tells  you  that  the  aupply  may  bo 
three-fold,  if  the  changee  in  the  weather 
are  favourable.  He  also  adds,  that  in 
order  to  give  an  idea  of  what  that  country 
was  able  to  produce  when  the  harveal  was 
good,  he  begged  to  state  that  he  had  beon 
informed  by  one  of  the  principal  mer<^ 
obants  In  the  corn  trade  that,  in  1835,  tba 
government  of  Tambov  alone  produeod 
38,000,000  quarters  of  grain.  [An  bon» 
Member, «'  It  is  impoMible"}.  You  say  it 
is  impossible?  Now  these  are  the  man 
who  asked  ma  in  May  last  to  prodooo  my 
Corn-law  aeaavro^  ready  and  complata  Im 
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•n  it!  d«tftit§,  anticipatory  of  ttie  Informa- 
tien  new  furouhed,  and  which  they  say, 
after  all)  is  wrong.  When  I  read  your 
own  Infbrmatton,  the  first  exclamation  I 
am  greeted  with  i«,  that  *'  It  is  impossible  !*' 
Thai  information,  howeter,  was  derived 
fiN>fn  your  own  consul,  in  answer  to  a  de- 
a|iatch  transmitted  by  the  directions  of 
Lord  Palmerston,  and  Rsking  for  minute 
and  particular  information.  In  the  same 
dooiifflettt  I  find  that  the  cost  price  of 
Wheat  at  first  hand  at  St.  Petersburgh  is 
•tated  to  be  from  13s.  M.  to  145.  id.; 
.  oata,  4f.  6d,  to  9s.  Now,  if  these  facts 
be  true,  S§  il  not  quit«  possible  that  a 
great  fluctuation  in  the  price  of  corn  may 
arise  fWnn  other  causes  than  the  operation 
of  the  Corn-law,  Now,  speaking  in  the 
spirit  Hi  which,  aa  I  before  said,  this  ques- 
tkm  ought  to  be  discoased,  I  cannot  help 
thinking,  that  you,  who  contend  for  sucn 
kieatlmabie  benefits  to  ariie  from  a  change 
in  the  Corn-law,  as  correcting  all  fluctua* 
tlona,  are  greatly  eiaggeratiog  the  ad- 
tantagea  to  be  derived  therefrom.  I  am 
aim  that  I  listened  with  the  greatett  pain 
to  thoae  accounts  of  manufacturing  di«* 
traai  detailed  by  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo* 
•Ite,  whoae  character  and  opportunities 
fbf  obsenratlon  entitle  them  to  the  greateat 
Mafiect.  But  aome  of  theee  details  were 
ao  afflletiflg,  so  harrowing,  that  I  involtin- 
larlly  aald«*  What  moat  be  the  mode  id 
which  the  Poof 'law  is  there  administered. 
tiirely  it  aattst  be  impoMlMe  that  an  un« 
tartttiMte  man  oan  be  found  dead  upon 
bia  loom  after  hie  labour  waa  completed, 
•ad  no  Inquiry  inatitotedi  no  helping 
hand  atfetehed  forth  to  him.  However 
that  may  be,  tbia  much  I  know,  that  we 
ought  not  to  content  oarseWea  with  a 
bare  expreaaion  of  oor  aympathy,  hot 
Ihoee  in  authority  ought  in  the  first  in*. 
acanee  to  demand  by  whoee  laxity  it  waa, 
end  by  whose  neglect  it  wai,  that  aeeh  a 
horrible  inatance  of  safTering  conid  have 
been  permitted  to  oceor  in  a  Christian 
oofflfflunity.  If  I  could  bring  myself  lo 
thtok««*if  I  cotild  believe  that  an  alteration 
of  the  Ooro-lawa  would  preelude  the  risk 
of  aach  diatreia— if  I  thought  it  would  be 
•o  eflhccoal  remedy,  in  all  caseSt  against 
eoeh  inetanoea  of  lamentable  auffbring  aft 
that  which  have  l>eeo  descrlbedi  1  would 
any  at  once  to  the  agrieoltural  intereat, 
*«  It  ia  for  your  adfftotage  rather  to  tub* 
aak  to  any  redaction  of  price,  than,  if  an 
obefntion  of  the  Coro-laws  would  realty 
4Raiboeim  for  theae  aoAfringaito  eom* 


pel  their  continuance/'  I  should  say,  that 
It  would  be  for  the  interest,  not  nf  the 
community  in  general,  but  especially  of 
the  agriculturists  themselves,  if,  by  any 
sacrifice  of  theirs,  they  could  prevent  the 
existence  of  such  distress.  If  any  sacri- 
fice of  theirs  could  prevent  their  being  the 
real  cause  of  the  distress^-^could  prevent 
the  continuance  of  it<^could  offer  a  gua- 
rantee against  the  recurrence  of  it,  I 
would  earnestly  advise  a  relaxation,  an 
alteration,  nay,  if  necessary,  a  repeal  of 
the  Corn-laws.  But  it  ts  because  I  can- 
not convince  my  mind  that  the  Corn-laws 
are  at  the  bottom  of  this  distress,  or  that 
the  repeal  of  them,  or  the  alteration  of 
their  principle,  would  be  Its  cure,  that  t 
am  induced  to  continue  my  maintenance 
of  them.  I  own  to  you  that  mine  is  but 
a  gloomy  view  of  the  subject.  I  fear 
that  in  the  complicated*  commercial, 
and  manufacturing  concerna  of  this  coun- 
try, no  legislative  remedy  that  you  can 
by  possibility  devise  will  be  an  effec- 
tual remedy  against  the  recurrence  of 
such  diatreie  aa  has  been  described.  There 
is  something  in  the  sudden  invention  and 
application  Of  maohinery^conferring  I 
admit,  Id  aeveral  instances,  inestimable 
advantages  upon  the  country,  as  increasing 
its  produotive  powera— but  it  is  at  the 
same  time  necesaarily  attended  with  the 
infliction  of  distress  upon  thds^  who  have 
previously  subsisted  on  the  produce  of 
manual  labour.  In  the  course  of  the  in- 
quiries that  I  have  made  into  this  subject, 
I  have  been  most  forcibly  struck  by  docu* 
menta  which  appear  in  the  first  report  of 
the  Poor-taw  commissioners,  giving  an 
account  of  the  state  of  manufactures  in 
Lancashire  in  1835;  and.  If  such  things 
as  are  there  described,  can  exist->  if  there 
can  be  such  atimulanta  applied  to  produc- 
tion, then  I  fear  that  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence must  be,  that,  when  the  check 
arrives,  when  the  markets  are  encumbered 
with  prodoce,  when  wars  in  China,  wars 
In  Syria,  and  disturbanoea  in  Europe  affect 
the  vent  of  aopply,  then  the  inevitable 
result  most  bt  that  there  will  be  a 
recurrence  of  that  distress,  general  and  in 
detail,  which  has  been  described  in  such 
forcible  terms  in  the  course  of  the  present 
debate.  Now,  this  is  the  account  which 
Dr.  Kayi  a  gentleman  possessing  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Government,  now  holding 
an  office  of  great  importance  under  the 
Government,  but  who,  at  the  time  I  nm 
apeakingof^  was  employed^as  a  Poor-law 
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commissioner — this  is  the  extraordinary 
account  which  he  gives  of  Che  state  of 
manufacturing  industry  in  July,  1835.  I 
recommend  the  whole  document  to  the 
attention  of  every  hon.  Gentleman  who 
sits  in  this  House.  Dr.  Kay  says,  that 
within  two  years  a  new  power,  equal  to 
that  of  7,507  horses,  will  be  brought  into 
operation— that  45,032  fresh  hands,  at  the 
rate  of  six  mill  hands  to  each  horse  power, 
will  be  required,  and  that  in  addition  to 
that  45,032,  an  equal  number  of  mechanics 
and  labourers  will  be  required,  making  in 
the  whole  90,064  fresh  bands  in  the  then 
state  of  Lancashire  for  working  the  new 
power  about  to  be  brought  into  operation. 
The  erection  of  this  power  pre-supposes 
the  outlay  of  an  immense  capital.  Dr. 
Kay  says  that  it  involved  an  outlay  of 
3,752,000/.  This  is  independent  of  the 
mills  which  jvere  in  existence  in  1834* 
The  document  goes  on  : — 

"  Whence  must  the  population  required  by 
the  manufacturers  be  derived  ? 

''And  it  recommends  that  a  suitable  agent 
to  encourage  immigrationi  ii6  estra,  be  estab- 
lished.'' 

Dr.  Kay  gave  an  account  of  the  popu- 
lation of  one  township  as  follows : — 

Population. 
^Township of Hydei  1801    •    •    «    830 
^  1811    ••    .  1806 

—  1821     .    .    .  3355 

—  1831     .     .    ,  7138 
of  which  5,000  must  be  the  result  of  direct  im- 
migration, to  be  obtained  by  establishing  an 
agent  in  Manchester  to  encourage  immigra- 
tion— 

"  In  June  1835,  Messrs.  Henry  and  Edmund 
Ashwof  th  state  that  it  is  calculated  that  nearly 
twenty  thousand  persons  would  be  required  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  one  of  our  seats  of  ma- 
nufiiciures  alone— that  of  Staleybridge." 

When  you  have  got  this  population 
together,  what  takes  place  ?  In  a  short 
time  vou  find  them  suffering  from  distress 
for  which  there  is  no  remedy  without  dry- 
ing up  the  sources  of  our  prosperity — the 
application  of  machinery,  when  you  have 
erected  your  new  power,  and  collected  the 
hands  necessary  to  work  it — when  you 
have  established  your  mills,  and  drawn 
together  the  10,000  or  20,000  persons 
who  are  to  keep  them  in  motion«-then  the 
ingenuity  of  man  discovers  some  new  mode 
of  producing  similar  articles  of  manufac- 
ture with  a  great  curtailment  of  manual 
labour.  This  immediately  gives  rise  to 
great  want  and  great  distress ;  thousands 
are   thrown    out   of   employment^   and 
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seem  for  the  time  to  be  deprived  of 
the  means  of  existence.  Is  not  this 
a  necessary  consequence  of  mechani* 
cal  inventions,  and  will  they  not  continuo 
to  exist  after  an  alteration  in  the  Corn- 
laws.  What  I  deprecate,  then,  is  the 
exaggerated  view  that  is  taken  of  the  ad*> 
vantage  of  an  alteration  of  the  Com-lawe« 
as  a  remedy  for  the  distress  from  which 
some  portions  of  the  population  aresuffer- 
ing.  Let  the  whole  question  be  looked 
upon  in  a  philosophical  point  of  view-^let 
it  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  are  other 
causes  than  the  Corn-laws  that  occasion  . 
distress,  and  do  not  take  the  unjust,  the 
unwise  step  of  attributing  all  the  ills  our 
fellow-men  endure  to  the  operation  of 
those  laws.  I  will  not  enter  further  into 
the  discussion  of  this  part  of  the  question. 
I  am  sure  the  deep  importance  of  it  will 
have  justified  me  in  the  eyes  of  the  House 
for  the  extent  to  which  I  have  gone ;  bat 
I  shall  now  draw  my  observations  to  a 
close.  I  cannot  acquiesce  in  the  Address 
moved  by  her  Majesty's  Ministers.  It 
involves  an  approbation  of  the  specific 
measures  that  were  involved  in  the  bud- 
get to  which  I  expressed  my  dis- 
sent. It  would  imply  also  that  coo. 
fidence  in  her  Majesty's  Ministers  whk^ 
I  do  not  feel.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  noble  Lord  will  quarrel  with  the  pro- 
ceedings that  have  been  taken.  I  think 
he  will  feel  that  it  is  infinitely  fairer-^ 
infinitely  more  direct,  more  just,  after  the 
appeal  which  has  been  made  to  the  people^ 
to  come  at  once  to  the  issue,  whether  the 
Government  has  or  has  not  the  confidence 
of  the  country,  than  to  permit  the  noble 
Lord  to  remain  in  ignorance  upon  that 
point,  and  to  take  the  ordinary  course  of 
thwarting  his  measures.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, the  Member  for  Finsbury,  who  in 
his  speech  last  night,  affected  the  most 
extraordinary  and  sentimental  loyalty, 
who  seems  to  suffer  more  from  an  irrita- 
tion of  the  feelings  of  romantic  and  chi- 
valrous loyalty  than  any  other  Gentleman 
in  the  House— the  hon.  Member  for  Fins- 
bnry  says,  that  we  are  acting  in  opposition 
to  the  Queen's  wishes,  by  moving  an 
amendment  to  the  Address.  Why,  this 
is  strange  doctrine  from  one  professing  a 
great  regard  for  the  constitution.  We, 
the  House  of  Commons,  are  to  be  pre- 
vented from  performing  our  duties  in 
respectfully  submitting  our  opinions  to  the 
Sovereign,  by  the  fear  of  contravening  the 
Sovereign's  private  wishes  1  And  the  hon* 
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Gtentlemftti  contrasts  the  coarse  which  I 
ftm  now  pursuing  with  that  which  was 
pursued  by  my  opponents  in  1835.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  says,  that  after  the  gene- 
rous treatment  1  experienced,  after  the 
forbearance  which  was  manifested  towards 
me — after  the  earnest  desire  that  there 
was  to  permit  me  deliberately  and  fairly 
to  lay  npon  the  table  of  the  House  those 
measures  for  the  public  good  which  I  pro- 
posed to  recommend  to  the  attention  of 
the  legislature — after  all  this  I  ought  to 
feel  discouraged  from  taking  so  indecent 
and  hostile  a  step  as  to  declare  a  want  of 
confidence  in  her  Majesty's  Ministers  on 
the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
True,  when  I  was  in  oflSce,  1  think  I  re- 
member the  opposition  to  the  election  of 
Speaker,  and  the  declaration  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  whom  I  see  opposite, 
that,  being  beaten  on  the  question  of  the 
Chair,  I  ought  at  once  to  have  resigned. 
But  if  that  hint  were  not  sufficient,  there 
was  another  in  store  for  me  on  the  suc- 
ceeding day;  for  an  amendment  was 
moved  to  the  Address,  which  censured  me 
roe,  in  direct  terms,  for  having  advised 
the  Grown  to  dissolve  the  Parliament. 
What  affectation,  then,  is  it  for  the  hon. 
Member  now  to  come  forward  and  state, 
*'  True,  there  was  an  attempt  to  censure 
you ;  but  no  want  of  confidence  was  im- 
plied—the vote  was  not  a  vote  of  want  of 
confidence,  but  an  abstract,  dispassionate, 
impartial  view,  taken  by  great  patriots, 
of  the  single  measure  of  dissolution,  and 
you,  the  unhappy  object  of  the  censure  of 
those  great  patriots,  were  to  continue  in 
the  administration  of  power,  not  consider- 
ing that  as  an  indication  of  the  slightest 
distrust."  Now  I  will  destroy  that  illu- 
sion by  the  authority  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite;  because  last  year, 
speaking  upon  this  very  question  of  want 
of  confidence  in  Ministers,  he  made  use 
of  these  expressions:—"  He  (Sir  Robert 
Peel)  advised  the  King  to  dissolve  the 
Parliament.  I  do  not  deny  his  right  to 
give  this  advice,  any  more  than  the  right 
of  the  next  Parliament  to  give  an  opinion 
on  that  advice.  We  know  what  that  opin- 
ion was,  it  condemned  the  advice  given 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  in  this  most 
essential  particular;  and  the  House  of 
Commons,  by  a  majority  of  seven,  pro- 
nounced a  verdict  against  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman— a  verdict  which  amounted 
to  a  vote  of  no  confidence,  as  much 
as  any  TOto  could  do.'*     No  doubt  it 


was  meant  as  a  vote  of  no  confidence. 
U  was  a  perfectly  legitimate  mode  of 
trying  the  question,  and  it  was  but  a 
short  time  that  I  survived  it.  [An 
hon.  Member:  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
remained  in  power  some  time  after  that 
vote.]  I  am  proud  of  having  retained 
power  till  I  found  that  the  sense  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  decidedly  against 
me.  Then  I  resigned — then  1  threw  up  a 
power  that  I  felt  I  could  not  properly 
continue  to  hold.  But  I  had  previously 
fought  the  battle  of  the  Speakership,  and 
several  other  battles.  Do  not  suppose 
that  I  call  upon  a  minister,  upon  the  first 
intimation  of  dissent  or  distrust,  at  once 
to  throw  up  office.  No ;  he  owes  obliga> 
tions  to  the  Crown  which  would  not  war- 
rant him  in  taking  so  precipitate  a  course. 
After  the  division  on  the  Speakership,  I 
knew  that  the  fate  of  my  government  was 
sealed,  and  I  at  once  determined  to  resign ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  do  not  think  I 
was  exercising  an  undue  discretion  in  con- 
tinuing in  power  as  long  as  I  did.  My 
position  at  that  time  was  perfectly  different 
from  that  of  her  Majesty's  Government  at 
the  present  moment.  It  is  now  upwards 
of  two  years  since  the  Government  declared 
their  own  opinion,  that  they  had  not  suffi* 
ciently  the  confidence  of  this  House  to 
enable  them  satisfactorily  Uo  discharge 
their  public  duties,  and  I  firmly  believe 
that  their  retention  of  power,  in  defiance 
of  the  important  constitutional  principle, 
which  declares  that  any  ministry  that 
undertakes  to  administer  the  affairs  of  this 
country,  must  possess  the  confidence  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  has  weighed  more 
with  the  constituencies  of  England  than 
any  other  misdeed  of  which  the  noble 
Lord,  and  his  colleagues  have  been  guilty. 
Lord  Melbourne  declared,  that  the  worst 
Government  was  that  which  could  not 
execute  its  measures.  He  declared  that 
great  interests  might  be  exposed  to  hazard 
by  a  minister's  attempting  to  hold  office 
after  he  had  lost  power.  Those  words 
made  their  impression  upon  the  public 
mind;  and  the  result  of  the  late  and 
general  election  was,  in  my  opinion,  a  vin- 
dication on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the 
great  constitutional  principle-^a  principle 
which  every  friend  to  popular  government 
—every  friend  to  the  representative  system 
of  government  ought  to  hold  in  honour, 
namely,  that  the  favour  and  support  of 
the  Crown  ought  not  to  maintain  for  a 
long  and  indefinite  period  a  Qovernment 
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in  existence  against  the  wtll  oi  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  It  eotnpromtses 
the  prero^tive  of  the  Monarchy  so  to  re- 
tain power,  because  it  exhibits  the  prero- 
eatjyes  of  Monarchy  without  their  just 
influence.  It  exhibits  the  House  of  Com- 
mons wanting  In  its  just  influence  when  it 
can  thwart  the  measures,  and  censure  the 
acts,  but  cannot  decide  the  fate  of  a  Mi- 
nistry— And  now,  when  you  appeal  to  the 
constituency — the  constitnency  which  you 
yourselves  nave  framed,  professing  to  con- 
sist of  the  middling  classes,  and  selected 
from  them,  as  less  liable  to  undue  influence 
than  if  you  had  widened  the  franchise — 
when  you  make  that  appeal  to  them,  and 
tell  them  that,  in  your  opinion,  as  expressed 
by  your  chief,  you  are  retaining  power  at 
the  hazard  of  great  interests;  when  the 
House  of  Commons  has  declared,  that  you 
do  not  possess  their  confidence — when 
you  thus  appeal  to  the  people,  the  day  of 
retribution  comes,  and  the  people,  vindi- 
eating  the  constitutional  principle,  confirm 
the  decision  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  public  opinion  has  been  frankly  ex* 
pressed.  That  opinion,  I  firmly  believe, 
is  unfavourable  to  the  Qovernment.  You 
say,  that  that  opinion  is  unjust — you  say, 
that  the  people  are  too  fastidious.  These 
are  unjust  reflections  upon  public  opinion, 
and  upon  those  you  have  made  the  depo- 
sitaries of  a  great  public  trust*  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  constituencies  of  this 
country  are  so  disqualified  to  form  an 
opinion  of  tl»e  character,  conduct,  and  acts 
of  public  men.  But  this  I  am  sure  of, 
that  their  judgment  muit  be  decisive,  if 
you  intend  to  retain  the  popular  mode  of 
Government.  There  is  no  appeal  from  it. 
I  might  have  said  in  1835,  <<  It  is  very 
hard  to  condemn  me }  I  have  brought 
forward  no  meaauret ;  it  is  very  bard  that 
the  people  should  declare  against  me  be- 
fore I  have  an  opportunity  of  explaining 
what  I  mean  to  do?"  What  would  have 
been  your  constitutional  reply  ?  "  The 
people  are  to  judge  of  that—* they  have 
decided  against  you— you  are  not  to  re- 
main here  holding  power  and  executing 
public  trusta— the  people  are  against  you 
— ^you  must  submit  to  the  will  of  the 
people."  That  is  the  constitutional  prin- 
ciple, and  it  is  in  deference  to  that  prin- 
ciple that  we  have  moved  this  amendment, 
partaking,  I  trust,  as  little  as  possible  of 
any  unnecessary  acerbity,  but  embodying 
an  expression  of  the  public  opinion  which 
must  be  decisive.    The  result  is  expected 


to  be  the  resignation  of  power  of  the  pre- 
sent government.  It  is  not  for  me  to 
speculate  what  may  be  the  result  of 
that-^others  have  speculated  upon  it. 
I  contemplate  with  calmness,  without 
anxiety,  nay,  with  confidence,  what* 
ever  may  be  the  result.  If  power  do 
not  devolve  upon  me  I  shall  make  no 
complaint.  If  power  do  devolve  upon  me, 
I  shall  accept  it  with  the  consciousness 
that  I  have  gained  it  by  direct  and  con* 
stitutional  means,  and  that  I  owe  it  to  the 
voice  of  the  people  of  this  country,  and  to 
the  favour  of  the  Sovereign.  I  am  told 
that  in  the  exercise  of  that  power,  I  must 
be  the  instrument  of  maintaining  opinions 
and  feelings  which  1  myself  am  disposed 
to  repudiate.  With  my  views  of  Qovern* 
ment — with  my  views  of  the  obligationt 
which  it  imposes,  the  duties  which  it  en- 
tails^  the  sacrifices  it  involves — 1  am  Ihtle 
disposed  to  add  to  those  sacrifices,  by 
accepting  it  with  a  degrading  and  dis- 
honourable condiaon.  I  am  told  that  I  must 
necessarily  be  the  instrument  of  effecting 
objects  in  Ireland  which  I  myself  dis- 
approve. I  am  asked  whether  I  dare 
affront  my  associates  and  partisans.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Meath  (Mr.  H.  Orattan) 
had  alluded  to  the  conduct  of  a  public 
functionary  in  Ireland,  who,  he  said,  had 
ofiFered  an  insult  to  the  religious  feelings 
of  his  fellow-countrymen,  by  some  public 
act  of  an  offensive  nature.  I  am  not 
afraid  of  expressing  my  opinion  with 
respect  to  acts  like  this;  and  I  say  at 
once,  that  there  is  no  man  in  this  House 
•—no  Roman  Catholic  Member  in  this 
House— who  heard  with  deeper  pain  or 
deeper  regret  than  I  did,  that  a  gratuitous, 
an  unprovoked  insult,  and  an  unnecessary 
insult  had  been  oSered  to  the  religious 
feeling  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  If  I 
cannot  gain  power  or  retain  it,  except  by 
encouraging  and  favouring  such  feelingSt 
I  say  at  once,  that  the  day  on  which  I 
relinquish  power,  rather  than  defer  to  such 
feelings,  will  be  ten  times  a  prouder  one, 
than  the  day  on  which  I  obtained  it.  If  I 
do  accept  ofiice,  it  shall  be  by  no  intrigua 
•«*it  shall  be  no  unworthy  eoncesaion  of 
constitutional  prlnoiple*^lt  shall  be  by  no 
unnatural  and  factious  cofflbiaatk)M  with 
men  (honest  I  believe  them  to  be)  enter* 
taining  extreme  opinions,  but  from  whom 
I  dissent.  If  I  accept  oflfice,  it  shall  ba 
by  walking  in  the  open  light,  and  in  the 
direct  paths  of  the  constitution.  If  I  exer« 
CISC  poweo  it  shall  be  «J90  m  »9f^^^ 
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<«<-perbipa  inperdet^perhapt  mittaken— * 
but  my  siDMre  conception  of  public  duty. 
That  power  I  will  not  hold,  unless  i  can 
hold  ii  consistently  with  the  maintenance 
of  my  own  opinions,  and  that  power  I  will 
veltoqutsh  the  moment  I  am  satisfied  that 
1  am  not  supported  in  the  maintenance  of 
them  by  the  confidence  of  this  House  and 
of  the  people  of  this  country. 

Lord  J^n  Russell  then  rose  and  said : 
If  I  have  to  request  the  attention  of  the 
House  at  this  late  hour,  and  at  the  close 
of  a  lengthened  debate,  I  must  beg  the 
House  to  recollect  that  it  was  not  till  a 
late  hour  on  this  the  Fourth  night  of  the 
debate,  that  any  leader  of  the  party  oppoe* 
ed  to  Ministers,  rose  to  justify  the  amend- 
ment on  the  Address  expressive  of  a  want 
of  confidence  in  the  present  Ministry.  I 
complain  not  of  the  motion  which  has 
been  made  b;^  boo.  Gentlemen  opposite, 
because  I  think  that  the  meeting  of  a 
new  Parliament  aflPords  the  first  and  best 
opportunity  of  deciding  the  question  whe- 
ther the  party  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  Government,  or  any  other  party  is 
entitled  to  the  confidence  of  the  House. 
But  when  I  say  this  with  regard  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  I  say  it  is  with  them, 
as  with  all  depositaries  of  power  in  this 
country,  there  must  be  reasons  given  for 
their  proceedings.  As  a  Sovereign  would 
not  be  justified  in  appointing  a  minister 
without  merit  of  any  kind  from  mere  ca- 
price, so  neither  is  a  House  of  Commons 
justified  from  a  mere  consciousness  of 
power  in  setting  adde  appointments  made 
by  a  due  and  legitimate  exercise  of  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown.  What,  then, 
are  the  arguments  in  support  of  this  mo- 
tion ?  The  only  reasons  which  have  been 
vspged,  have  been  thoee  adduced  by  the 
bon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding  of  York- 
shire, who  moved  the  amendment  to  the 
Address,  and  the  noble  Lord  who  seconded 
it,  and  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
last  addressed  the  House.  But  between  the 
arguments  used  by  thoee  hon.  Members, 
and  those  addressed  to  the  House  by  the 
right  bon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tam- 
wortht  i  must  obeerve,  in  the  first  place, 
that  there  was  a  most  remarkable  discre- 
pancy. The  hon.  Gentleman  ielt  it  In- 
canbent  od  him,  in  bringing  forward  a 
BoCkm  of  such  magnitude,  inrolving  such 
vaet  oonsequences,  to  ground  himself  on 
the  beet  reasons  he  could  state  to  prove  to 
tiia  House  die  necessity  of  the  motion. 
Tiio  arguments  iHbich  tbe  hon.  Gentleman 
baroiq|htiMrwird»  were  founded  on  the  con- 


duct of  the  present  Government  from  the 
time  of  its  commencement  under  Lord 
Grey,  in  1880^  up  to  the  present  year. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite,  has  made 
a  speech  to  night  in  which  he  stated  his 
opinions  on  the  present  state  of  affairs,  but 
the  whole  of  his  objections  rested  on  the 
budget  proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  measure  connected 
with  the  Corn  laws,  which  I  intended  to 
propose  in  the  course  of  the  present  year. 
N0W9  Sir,  I  beg,  in  the  first  place,  to  ad* 
dress  myself  to  the  arguments  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire^ 
and  I  must  say,  that  there  never  was  a 
motion  of  so  much  Importance,  and  extend- 
ing over  so  long  a  period,  that  had  more 
meagre  arguments  for  its  support.  When 
former  Ministers  were  attacked,  those  who 
attacked  them  usually  stated  some  grounds 
for  their  doing  so-^some  defect  in  their 
policy  which  made  it  the  right,  the  in- 
cumbent duty,  of  the  House  of  Commons 
to  interfere  with  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown.  The  American  war — considered  as 
a  most  impolitic  war,  in  which  much  blood 
and  treasure  were  squandered,  and  the  loss 
of  thirteen  of  our  colonies — was  tlie  accusa- 
tion made  against  Lord  North.  A  motion 
of  a  like  nature  against  Mr.  Addington, 
was  made  on  the  ground  of  his  being 
engaged  in  a  war  against  a  formidable 
enemy,  with  the  naval  preparations  of  this 
country  in  an  inadequate  state.  These 
were  grave  motives,  adequate  grounds  if 
supported  by  facts,  for  the  interference  of 
the  House  of  Commons  with  the  executive. 
Withont  going  Into  other  and  similar  in- 
stances, let  us  now  look  to  the  state  of 
things  to  which  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  has  referred, 
and  in  doing  so  I  beg  the  House  will  grant 
me  its  indulgence  while  speaking  in  de- 
fence of  the  Government,  and  while  I  re- 
view the  facts  connected  with  the  foreign 
relations  and  the  internal  state  of  the 
country.  The  hon.  Member  said,  that  Lord 
Grey  came  into  office  pledged  to  maintain 
peace ;  but  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  very  truly  said,  that 
this  pledge  meant  tbat  Lord  Grey's  govern- 
ment  would  act  in  the  spirit  of  peace,— not 
that  they  would  brook  insult  or  neglect 
the  essential  interests  of  the  nation  for  the 
sake  of  aToiding  war.  Now  what  has 
been  the  result  of  the  foreign  policy  of 
the  Government)  It  has  been,  without 
any  material  interruption  to  the  peace  of 
Europe,  a  successful  policv.  In  regard  to 
the  first  question  to  whicn  the  hon.  Gen* 
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tleman  has  alluded,  the  question  of  Bel- 
gium, that  country  Las  been  the  mo- 
tive for  war,  and  the  source  of  disturbance 
to  Europe  in  the  days  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, ID  those  of  William  the  3rd,  in  the 
time  of  the  French  revolution,  and  down 
to  the  close  of  the  last  war.  That  diffi- 
cult affair  has  been  by  means  of  negotiations 
amicably  settled,  begun  by  the  Govern- 
ment or  Lord  Grey,  but  concluded  by  that 
of  Lord  Melbourne.  Other  questions  arose 
concerning  Portugal  and  Spain,  countries 
which  had  also  been  the  cause  of  involving 
Europe  in  trouble  and  in  war.  I  am  not 
here  disposed  to  enter  into  any  argument 
in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  policy  pur- 
sued towards  these  two  countries,  but  I 
say  that  in  both  instances  it  was  a  success- 
ful policy.  We  were  in  favour  of  placing 
Donna  Maria  on  the  throne  of  Portugal. 
She  was  placed  on  the  throne  of  Portugal. 
We  were  in  favour  of  the  present  Queen 
•f  Spain  and  of  a  free  constitution,  against 
the  pretensions  of  Don  Carlos  and  Absolu- 
tism. The  Queen  is  now  on  the  throne, 
«nd  the  constitution  exists  in  Spain.  Take 
another  instance  of  our  foreign  policy,  we 
were  of  opinion  that  Mehemet  Ali  snould 
no  longer  retain  Syria.  The  chief  powers 
of  Europe  concurred  with  us  in  this  re- 
spect, and  tlie  result  of  our  policy  was, 
that  Mehemet  AJi  was  deprived  of  Syria. 
In  India  attempts  had  been  made  to  shake 
our  power,  and  Dost  Mahomed  had  been 
put  forward  as  an  instrument  by  which 
the  safety  of  our  possessions  in  that  quar- 
ter were  threatened.  Hostilities  were  un- 
dertaken, and  Dost  Mahomed  is  now  at 
Calcutta,  seeking  refiige  under  the  shelter 
of  the  British  Government.  There  are 
other  transactions  which  are  now  in  oper- 
ation, the  result  of  which  it  is  impossible 
for  some  time  to  know.  I  allude  to  those 
in  relation  to  China ;  but  putting  this  part 
of  our  policy  out  of  the  question  until  its 
results  be  known,  I  say  that  our  foreign 
policy  has  been  eminently  successful.  And 
while  the  peace  of  the  world  has  not  been 
disturbed,  the  reputation  of  the  British 
name  has  been  raised,  both  under  the 
Governments  of  Lord  Grey  and  Lord 
Melbourne ;  and  the  lustre  which  always 
attends  a  policy  pursued  with  neraever* 
ance,  and  crowned  by  success,  naa  been 
shed  upon  our  councils.  Then  again,  the 
state  of  the  fleet  has  been  the  subject  of 
attack  both  in  this  House  and  by  a  portion 
of  the  press,  but  the  gallant  Admiral  who 
commanded  on  the  coast  of  Sjrria,  and 
the  gallant  officer^  a  Member  of  this  House, 
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who  seconded  him  in  the  operations,  haye 
amply  sustained  the  ancient  renown  of  the 
British  navy.  With  these  few  obsenra^ 
tions,  I  am  ready  to  leave  this  psxt  of  our 
defence.  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to 
enter  into  any  explanation  of  the  parti, 
cular  parts  of  that  policjr;  but  I  do  say,  as 
regards  the  foreign  afiaun  of  this  country, 
that  the  present  Grovemment  will  leave 
the  name  of  England  high  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  world — with  a  character  not 
diminished,  but  raised,  by  the  course  which 
we  have  adopted.  In  regard  to  the  next 
department— I  mean  that  over  which  i 
now  preside,  the  colonial  department** 
I  know  not  what  you  can  say  other* 
wise  but  that  the  colonies  are  in  a  state 
of  advancing  prosperity.  The  right  hon* 
Gentleman  alludea  to  one  of  these  colonies 
in  connection  with  the  timber  duties, 
and  in  reference  to  the  opinion  which  the 
governor-general  of  that  colony  had  ex« 
pressed  on  the  subject.  With  the  per« 
mission  of  the  House  I  shall  sa^  a  few 
words  on  the  state  of  that  provinoe  ge«* 
nerally.  In  Canada  you  had  given  the 
power  of  popular  representation  to  the 
French  population,  a  great  portion  of  whom 
were  not  well  disposed  to  British  connec-* 
tion,  and  still  less  well  disposed  towarda 
British  habits  and  institutions.  The  re- 
sult was,  after  long  bickerings — after  an 
attempt  to  deprive  that  popular  assembly  of 
the  power  of  disposing  ot  its  funds  *and 
after  some  attempts  at  conciliation  in 
pursuance  of  the  report  of  1828,  the  dis* 
pute  ended  by  the  disaffected  breaking  out 
into  a  violent  and  open  rebellion  $  that  rebel^i 
I  ion  was  successfully  put  down  by  the  energ^^ 
of  the  Governor-general,  Lord  Seaton.  His 
military  energy  and  the  resources  placed 
at  his  disposal  enabled  him  to  suppress 
that  insurrection,  but  much  still  remained 
to  be  done.  The  minds  of  men  were  dis-i 
turbed,  and  in  a  British  colony,  inhabited 
to  a  considerable  extent,  by  men  of  British 
race,  without  British  institutions  no  perma- 
nent prosperity  could  be  looked  for.  Wehave 
restored  free  institutions  to  Canada,  and 
everything  which  I  have  heard  induces  me 
to  believe  that  these  institutions  will  jnos* 
per— that  there  will  be,  as  there  has  been 
already  on  several  occasions,  a  majority  in 
favour  of  British  connection  and  animated 
with  feelings  of  loyalty  towards  the  Crown* 
In  these  circumstances  1  stated  to  the 
Governor-general  that  all  the  questiotts 
relating  to  the  provinoe  had  been  taken 
into  our  consideration,  and  that  we  were 
of  opinion,  seeing  that  Canada  had  n 
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fnmtier  of  oearly  1,200  miles  in  extent, 
with  80  nowerfiil  a  neighbour,  that  some 
meana  should  he  adopted  to  secure  the 
future  peace  of  the  proyince,  as  well 
as  ita  future  prosperity.  There  were 
certain  measures  which,  if  adopted,  would, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Governor-General, 
leeoodle  the  colonists  to  an  alteration  (^ 
the  timber  duties.  His  opinion  was,  that 
the  prosperity  of  the  Canadas  would  be 
crippled  unless  some  assistance  was  afforded 
theok  in  regard  to  the  public  debtof  the  pro- 
yinoe.  We  ooncurr^  in  the  opinion  of 
Lord  Sydenham.  I  stated  it  was  our  wish 
to  support  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  her 
Majesty's  subjects  in  Canada,  and  that  we 
were  determined  that  those  loyal  to  the 
Crown  should  not  be  abandoned  by  the 
Crown— that  means  would  be  taken  to 
shew  that  we  were  interested  in  their  pros- 
perity, and  that  we  wished  to  make  com- 
mon cause  with  them  and  to  share  the  risk 
of  any  future  contingencies  that  might 
arise.  The  right  hon.  GenUeman  has  not 
disapproved  of  that  policy.  My  belief  is 
that  it  is  the  only  policy  which  could  be 
pursued.^  If  you  are  determined  to  act  as 
some  philosophers  adrise,  and  as  I  believe, 
a  noUe  Lord  in  the  other  House  ad- 
vised— to  separate  the  mother  countiy 
and  the  colony,  then  you  should  make  it 
an  amicable  separation  at  once ;  but  if  you 
are  determined  to  maintain  the  connection 
between  the  two  countries,  you  must  not 
hesitate,  you  must  not  waver,  your  first 
course  must  be  to  support  the  loyal  sub- 
jects of  the  Crown.  Leaving,  however,  this 
consideration,  the  present  state  of  things 
is,  that  our  colonies  are  well  affected  to  the 
mother  country,  improring  in  every  part 
afthewwld  in  wealth  and  in  strength, 
and  except  the  chance  of  external  danger 
to  the  Caoadas,  there  is  is  not,  I  believe, 
at  the  present  moment  any  room  for  ap- 
prehension. I  come  now  to  the  domestic 
Government  of  this  country.  Is  there  any 
thing  in  the  present  state  of  the  country 
calculated  to  give  rise  to  alarm,  if  you 
proceed  to  ta&  the  measures  which  we 
nave  proposed  for  its  well-beinff  into 
your  consideration?  I  will  speak  pre- 
sently of  the  distress  that  exists :  but, 
in  r^ard  to  the  disposition  of  the  people, 
I  may  faurly  say,  that  that  disposition  is  a 
disposition  of  loyalty,  tranquillity,  and  of 
obedience  to  the  laws.  In  r^rd  to  Ire- 
land, there  has  not  been,  under  our  Gro- 
yemment,  any  outrage  that  may  not  be 
traced  to  a  state  of  Siogs  existing  many 
yeaia  bid^  and  no  ope  cftn  affirm  that  any 


feeling  of  alienation  has  existed  towards 
the  Crown,  during  the  administration  of 
the  present  Government.  Well,  then, 
the  non.  Member  for  the  West  Riding 
of  Yorkshire,  has  come  forward  to  propose 
a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  a  Govern- 
ment which  has  been  successful  in  its 
transactions  abroad  —  successful  in  its 
Government  of  the  Colonies  -~  success- 
ful in  its  Crovemment  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.  You  may  tell  me  that  you 
have  party  reasons  for  the  course  which 
you  have  taken ;  you  may  tell  me  that  your 
party  is  strong,  by  means  which  I  may  yet 
have  to  speak  of;  you  may  tell  me  that 
there  are  others  to  whom  you  are  disposed 
to  transfer  your  confidence;  but  I  say  that 
though  this  is  a  right  which  the  House 
can  exercise,  you  have  no  moral  claim  to 
exercise  it  where  you  have  not  proved  any 
defect  in  the  aaministration.  Again,  I 
affirm  that  you  have  not  proved  that  anj 
great  interest  of  the  country  has  sun 
fered  in  the  hands  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment. Why,  Sir,  we  have  had  debates 
on  this  question  before  now.  I  remember 
we  had  a  great  debate  in  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Session  of  1840  on  a  motion 
of  want  of  confidence  made  by  Gentlemen 
opposite  against  the  present  Government, 
when  the  gravest  charge  brought  against 
the  Crovemment,  was  a  speech  that  I  made 
at  a  dinner  at  Liverpool,  at  which  reporters 
were  not  present,  and,  consequently,  not 
one-half  of  what  I  said  was  published,  and 
the  half  that  was  so,  required  the  qualifi- 
cation of  the  other  halL  Another  of  the 
charges  then  brought  against  Government 
was,  that  the  Registrar-general  had  ap. 
pointed  a  person  to  the  office  of  registrar 
of  marriages  at  Birmingham,  who  turned 
out  to  be  a  Socialbt  But  in  a  Govern* 
moot  of  a  great  country,  I  doubt  whether 
these  are  sufficient  grounds  to  induce  this 
House  to  withhold  its  confidence,  and  to 
depart  from  their  usual  course  of  proceed- 
ing. Well,  we  had  another  great  debate 
in  the  present  year  on  the  same  subject 
and  then  the  accusation  vras,  that  the  Go* 
yemment  had  not  been  able  to  carry  ^ 
particular  measure  to  which  I  must  now 
allude,  although  by  doing  so  I  may  per- 
haps weary  the  House,  but  yet  on  such 
an  occasion,  when  our  reputation  has  been 
repeatedly  attacked,  1  trust  that  the  House 
will  extend  its  indulgence  towards  me.  I 
mean  the  question  of  what  is  usually 
called  the  appropriation  clause;  let  me 
first  observe,  that  clause  was  not,  as  is  so 
earnestly  imputed^  brought  finm^.&r  the 
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firit  time  for  the  purpofa  of  driving  the 
right  hon.  Barooet>  the  Member  for  Taiu* 
worthy  from  office  in  1835.  Many  Mem* 
ben  of  the  party  who  now  eit  on  this 
aide  of  the  Hou8e»  had  repeatedly  stated^ 
that  the  rerenue  of  the  Irish  Church  waa 
too  large  for  the  serrices  it  performed.  It 
was  thought  a  part  of  the  revenue  could 
be  usefully  direrted  to  the  education  of  all 
olasses.  Catholic  as  well  as  Protestant. 
It  80  husppened  that  the  Marquess  of  WeU 
leeleyi  then  Lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  re* 
Qommended  a  measure  in  respect  to  the 
tithes*  and  recommended  at  the  same  time 
the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  in* 
quire  into  the  different  religious  persua- 
aioiis  in  Ireland.  Soon  aftennirds  tne  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield  brought  forward  his 
motion,  with  whidi  many,  in  foct  a  great 
muority  of  the  then  Government  agreed, 
and  among  others  Earl  Spencer ;  while  tlie 
noble  Lordi  the  Member  for  North  Lan« 
caahire,  whom  I  see  opposite,  left  office 
because  he  held  opinions  totally  opposite. 
The  oonsequenoe  would  have  been,  that 
the  Ministers  who  remained  in  office  un« 
der  Lord  Melbourne,  would  have  felt  it 
their  duty  to  have  brought  forward  the 
question  of  the  Irish  Church,  and  a  new 
appropriation  of  |Nurt  of  its  revenues  founded 
on  this  information  gathered  by  the  com* 
mission  that  had  been  issued.  At  that 
time  Lord  Althorp  succeeded  to  the  peer- 
age. The  Grovernment  was  dismissed,  and 
IL  new  Government  oocupied  our  officea. 
Were  we  to  alter  our  opinions  on  that  ac- 
count? Were  we,  who  had  consented  to 
separate  from  the  noble  Lord  opposite, 
whose  talents  would  be  valuable  to  what- 
ever party  he  attaches  himself  ^  were  we  to 
lay,  that  because  a  Gentleman  to  whom 
we  bad  always  been  opposed  had  become 
Prime  Minister  that  we  would  consent  to 
abandon  pro|Mwitions  for  his  sake,  which 
we  had  not  yielded  to  a  Friend  and  a  od- 
lei^gue  ?  That  certainly  could  not  be  ex* 
pected^  and  aococdinffly  under  the  Admi- 
HMtration  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
we  brought  forward  a  reedution  of  ^pro- 

S'ation  affecting  the  revenues  of  the  Irish 
urch.  The  course  taken  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  after  two  divisions  against 
him  was  the  resignatfon  of  office.  He 
a»i|^t  have  xesimied  office  on  the  vote  of 
eensore  contained  in  the  amendment  to 
the  Address,  which  I  thought  the  stronger 
vote  against  the  Ministry,  than  the  vote 
on  the  Irish  Church.  Or  he  might  have 
remained  in  office  till  a  more  direct  reso- 
^tien  wee  proposed.    He  took  a  courie 


which  I  then  thought,  and  whieh  I  ad* 
mitted,  was  in  accordance  with  the  Con- 
stitution ;  he  resigned  office.  It  waa  fbr 
him  to  choose  the  time  of  his  resignation. 
He  had  never  been  in  a  majority,  and  it 
was  for  him  to  say  when  the  period  had 
arrived  when  he  could  no  longer  hold  of^ 
floe.  We  immediately  proposed  a  bill,  con- 
taining theappropriation  clause— >•  we  passed 
it  twice  through  this  House— 4t  was  de« 
foated  in  the  House  of  Lords,  We  had 
then  two  diflferent  oourass  to  pursue.  We 
might  have  gone  on  proposing  the  appro, 
priatioo  clause,  and  have  had  it  oontin. 
ually  defeated,  leaving  the  tithe  question 
unsettled;  or  we  might  have  taken  the 
course  we  did  adopt.  We  thought  the 
first  course  would  be  pregnant  with  evil  to 
Ireland*  It  might  be  said,  ^*  You  ought 
to  have  gone  on  propoeing  your  appropria- 
tion clause,  and  you  would  have  pre- 
served your  oonsitteney."  But  for  the 
sake  of  that  consistency,  we  should  have 
entailed  upon  Ireland  ilie  evils  of  an  agi« 
tation  with  respect  Io  tithes  for  man?  years 
to  come.  Besides,  the  honourable  and 
lesmed  Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Coric, 
has  stated  this  night  most  truly  to  the 
House,  and  others  have  also  stated,  that 
this  clause  had  ceased  to  give  content  in 
Ireland.  We,  when  we  brought  the  claues 
forward,  thought,  that  by  it  we  should 
give  satisfaction  to  the  Irish  people ;  we 
thought  that  this  clause  would  have  toided 
to  reconcile  the  people  of  Ireland  to  the 
Protestant  Church  Establishment.  But 
after  that  propoeition  had  been  defeated 
two  several  times,  we  did  not  think  it 
likely  to  attain  the  end  we  had  proposed  i 
and  even  if  we  had  proposed  it  in  a  future 
year,  it  would  not  have  allayed  the  hostility 
of  the  people  of  Ireland,  because  a  oonoss« 
sion  so  ftmall  in  amount  could  only  be  valu* 
able  if  it  were  carried  early  and  with  good 
wilL  But  then,  Sir,  it  is  said,  it  was  our 
duty  to  have  retigned  office.  I  think.  Sir, 
that  it  was  our  duty  to  consider  what  was 
best  for  Ireland.  We  were  aware  that, 
though  we  could  not  carry  the  appropria* 
tion  clause,  the  other  party  was  meet  deci« 
dedly  opposed  to  that  cUuse.  TherefoiWi 
with  regard  to  the  appcopriatkiQ  dause^  we 
were  uoaUe  to  carry  ic»  and  the  other  party 
were  opposed  to  it ;  so  that  our  restgna* 
tion  could  make  no  difierenoe  i  bat  with 
regard  to  the  practical  Administration  of 
the  Government  of  Irelandi  there  was  a 
di^rence.  There  was  a  great,  a  markedi 
an  important  difference  between  the  piin<« 
ciple  which  the  party  witl^hidi  I  aot^ 
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adopt,  and  that  of  the  party  who  follow 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  i  and 
DOtwithttandiDg  all  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  said,  and  notnithatand* 
ing  all  his  fair  intentions,  which  I  do 
not  douht,  I  helieve  that  he  must  place 

rwer  in  Ireland  in  the  hands  of  what 
cannot  help  believing  is  a  small  mi* 
nority ;  and  not  onl^  smdl,  bat  also  an  ex* 
asperated  minority  in  that  coantry.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  orders  may  be  be* 
neiieial,  they  may  be  impartial— they  may 
be  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  a  wise 
and  beneficent  Sovereign  5  but  the  ezecu- 
tioQ  of  them  must^  I  fear,  be  left  with  a 
•mall  portion  of  the  people,  feeling  no 
aympatnies  with  the  majority,  and  carry- 
ing  these  orders  into  effect  in  a  spirit, 
and  perhaps  with  a  rancour,  that  cannot 
Ikil  to  exasperate  the  people  of  Ireland. 
l^Ohf  Oh!"  fnm  ihe  OpporiiUm.^ 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  many 
<f  the  party  opposite,  may  think  that  I  have 
formed  a  wrong  impression.  1  do  not 
wonder  at  that,  but  I  must  say,  that 
as  far  aa  our  experience  has  hitherto 
gone,  and  I  must  say  also,  from  the 
mode  of  speaking  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  neople  of  Ireland,  from  the  mode 
of  sneaKiog  of  them  and  their  clergy, 
osually  adopted  by  the  Friends  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  and  from  the 
mode  which  I  hare  heard  adopted  by 
an  bon.  Member  of  this  House  in  call- 
ing a  crowd  assembled  at  a  hustings 
hw  no  other  name  than  *' savages."  I 
think  that  we  cannot  expect  that  those 
who  adopt  such  language  will  Ailll]  the 
wishes  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  how- 
ever benevolent.  Holding  these  opinions, 
we  thought  it  our  dutj  to  remain  in  office, 
although  the  appropriation  clause  was  not 
earried:  because,  although  we  could  not 
ensure  to  the  people  of  Ireland  the  benefits 
of  that  clause,  we  couM  give  to  them  that 
just  and  impartial  administration  of  the 
Government,  which  we  could  not  expect 
them  to  receive  from  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
poeite.  In  respect  to  the  internal  con- 
dition of  this  country.  I  have  one  more 
remailc  to  make.  One  of  the  argu- 
ments of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
■nd  of  others  on  his  side  of  the  House, 
which  is  a  constant  resource  for  them 
when  speaking  on  the  subject  of  the 
Com  Jaws  is,  that  our  exports  have  gra- 
dually incr^^ed,  but  this  foct  shows 
at  least  that  the  security  and  the  tran. 
ouillitT  of  the  country  have  not  been 
imurbed  in  consequence  of  the  great 


changes  which  we  profiosed.  The  Reform 
Bill  which  we  proposed  was  undoubtedly  a 
great  change,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man  and  others  felt  it  as  such,  and  de» 
scribed  it  as  dangerous  to  the  public  tran- 
quillity }  yet,  since  that  period,  our  ex* 
ports  year  after  year  have  been  increasing! 
and  during  the  last  five  years  they  have 
been  greater  than  they  ever  have  been* 
This  may  not  show  a  nourishing  state  of 
trade,  for  goods  may  have  been  exported 
at  a  loss,  but  one  thing  it  does  prove,  and 
that  is,  that  the  great  changes  which 
we  have  instituted,  have  not  been  a|p 
tended  with  any  doubt  as  to  the  security 
of  property,  and  that  no  disturbances 
were  to  be  apprehended  from  them. 
Then,  Sir,  we  are  assailed  from  another 
quarter,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Bath 
says-- 

"  Year  after  year  you  have  departed 
from  the  principle  whh  which  you  com- 
menced, if  you  had  gone  on  with  reform,  and 
continued  in  the  path  in  which  yon  set  out, 
you  would  have  retained  the  support  and 
conftdence  of  the  couutry,  and  you  would  still 
have  retained  office," 

I  can  only  say,  in  answer  to  that  objec- 
tion, that  it  can  hardly  be  expected  by  a 
gentleman  of  the  pure  political  principle  of 
Uie  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Bath, 
that  we  could  have  proceeded  in  that  course^ 
if  it  were  contrary  to  our  conscientious  opin- 
ion. We  have  opinions,  with  regard  to 
the  consequences  of  another  course,  and 
we  have  our  views,  with  regard  to  the 
Reform  Bill,  and  the  danger  of  constant 
and  perpetusd  changes,  which  led  us  to  re- 
sist the  chanm  proposed  to  us.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Tinsbury,  in  18d7,  and  other 
hon.  Members  since,  have  recommended 
another  course;  and  they  tell  us,  that  if 
we  had  taken  that  course,  we  should  not 
be  at  this  day  about  to  lose  the  reins  of 
power.  Now,  if  I  were  ^o  tell  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bath,  that  should  he  profoss 
violent  Conservative  opinions,  and  declaim 
against  the  Poor-law  Bill,  he  might  come 
into  office  under  a  Tory  Government ;  he 
would  say,  in  reply»  that  such  conduct 
would  be  contrary  to  his  opinion,  and  that 
he  could  not  honourably  profess  sueh  prin« 
ciples.  We  tell  him  the  same  thing,  and 
when  he  says  to  us,  "  consider  the 
course  you  took  after  the  Reform  Bill; 
you  lost  the  confidence  of  the  Liberal!^ 
and  you  did  not  gain  the  good  opinion 
of  the  Conservatives;"  I  tell  him,  that 
we  perceived  the  consequences  as  wdl  afe 
he  aid;  we  knew  we  could  not  expect  t^ 
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conciliate  the  Coniervative  party  to  the 
policy  of  the  present  Government,  and  we 
never  expected  to  do  so;  we  knew  like- 
wise, that  our  course  would  weaken  the 
Bttadiment  of  eager  Reformers  to  our  Ad- 
ministration. But  it  was  our  opinion,  that 
we  could  not  consistently  and  honestly 
support  the  plans  which  were  proposed; 
and  if  any  hon.  Gentlemen  says,  that  if  we 
had  taken  such  steps,  and  had  adopted  such 
plans,  we  could  have  remained  in  office, 
while  our  refusal  to  do  so  is  the  cause  of 
our  loss  of  power;  and  if  our  princi- 
ples were  opposed  to  such  changes,  I  say, 
*'  welcome  the  consequence."  If  we  could 
retain  power  consistently  with  our  own 
principles — and  our  own  opinions — well ; 
but  we  would  not  retain  power  by  the 
adoption  of  schemes  which  we  considered 
dangerous  and  unsound.  That  was  a  course, 
which,  as  a  Minister  of  the  Sovereign,  I 
could  not  adopt,  and  I  hope,  that  it  is  one 
which  the  Government  of  the  country  will 
never  adopt  Well  then,  I  come  at  last  to 
the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  and 
I  obKrve,  that  he  has  applied  himself  to 
one  subject,  and  that  subject  the  budget. 
Yet  even  upon  that  subject  the  rieht  hon. 
Gentleman  has  no  more  committed  himself 
than  he  did  before.  He  was  not  required 
to  develope  or  to  give  the  details  of  his 
measures,  because,  that  he  was  never  asked 
—it  was  never  proposed  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  develope  his  pluis  in  detail ; 
but  what  he  was  asked  to  do,  was,  to  give 
an  explanation  of  his  general  principles. 
We  say,  "  Here  is  a  deficiency  in  the  reve- 
nue— here  is  a  diminution  of  trade — ^here 
18  poverty  in  the  community;  we  think, 
that  an  approximation  to  the  system  of  free 
trade  will  be  of  advantage  in  all  respects,'* 
and  we  ask  whether  "  you  consent  to  this 
principle  ;'*  and  to  this  day  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  made  any  answer  to 
that  question.  He  tells  us,  to  be  sure, 
that  he  is  not  to  be  expected  to  go  and  tell 
his  Sovereign  that  there  is  one  principle 
to  which  he  shall  adhere,  and  that  is  a 
jnrticular  arrangement  of  the  pivot;  but 
It  seems  there  is  a  principle  to  whidi  he 
adheres,  from  which  he  will  not  be  moved ; 
and  that  is  the  sliding  scale.  Now  I 
am  at  some  loss  to  conceive  why  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  taking  every 
other  matter  into  consideration — leaving 
himself  at  large  with  respect  to  almost 
every  other  matter — should  be  so  deter- 
minedly wedded  to  this  fancy.  He  will  not 
aay  to  his  Sovereign,  that  he  will  adhere 
to  the  pivot ;  but  the  Address  which  he 


would  make  to  his  Sovereign  would  be 
this :— >''  To  be  sure  I  formerly  stated, 
with  regard  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  that 
their  admission  to  power  would  be  the 
destruction  of  the  Church,  and  the  ruin 
of  the  constitution ;  but  they  have  been 
admitted,  and  the  constitution  goes  on 
perfectly  welL  As  to  reform  in  Par- 
liament, it  was  to  be  entirely  destructive 
to  the  monarchy  and  subversive  of  all 
our  institutions;  but  it  was  passed,  and 
still  the  constitution,  some  how  or  other, 
flourishes  under  this  plan,  and  none  of 
those  institutions  which  were  so  threat- 
ened have  suffered  in  the  smallest  degree, 
and  so  satisfied  am  I  with  the  Reform  Act* 
that  I  mean  to  make  it  the  guide  of  my 
future  conduct,  and  the  foundation  of  my 
future  proceedings.  The  admission  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  into  Parliament— the 
admission  of  Dissenters  into  offices— entire 
religious  liberty  —the  change  of  the  con- 
stitution of  Parliament^-the  destruction  of 
fifty  or  sixty  boroughs,  and  the  admis- 
sion of  numerous  duses  to  the  exercise 
of  the  franchise— these  are  trifling  matters, 
on  which  a  chanse  of  opinion  may  take 
place,  but  the  £ding  scale  is  a  princi- 
ple which  I  never  can  or  will  give  up  ;  it 
IS  so  necessary,  that  come  what  may — be 
the  change  in  the  Corn-law  what  it  may, 
the  maintaining  inviolate  the  sacred  prin- 
ciple of  the  slidmg  scale  is  the  great  matter 
to  which  I  shall  devote  my  future  pub- 
lic life."  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  differ 
80  much  from  the  right  hon.  Uentleman. 
but  I  must  say,  that  aU  the  information 
which  I  have  acquired  j  all  that  I  have 
read  of  the  writings  of  enlightened  men  on 
the  (question  of  the  Com-hws,  have  only 
convinced  me  more  and  more  that  the  gra- 
duated scale— the  sliding  scale — is  the  main 
cause  of  the  evils  under  which  the  countxy 
is  at  present  suffering.  If  you  have  a  fix^ 
duty,  no  doubt  you  have  a  tax  on  com ; 
but  you  may  have  a  certainty  of  trade.  If 
you  make  it  a  moderate  fixed  duty,  you 
will  have  a  continued  admission  of  com, 
with  regular  and  continued  markets;  bul^ 
if  you  have  a  didin^  scale,  you  can  have 
nothing  but  uncertainty  and  fluctuation. 
I  will  take  the  liberty  to  state,  in  the 
first  place,  how  contrary,  as  I  think, 
the  sliding  scale  is  to  the  general  no- 
tions of  free  trade,  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  professes.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  read  the  Speech  delivered  from 
the  Throne  in  1825,  which  recommended 
to  Parliament  the  adoption  of  measures 
founded  on  the  principles  of  free  trade»  and 
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ha  dedared  himself  to  be  one  of  those  by 
whose  advice  that  recommendation  was 
made.  In  the  course  of  that  year  there 
were  comments  made  on  that  Speech,  not 
only  by  Mr.  Huskisson,  who  showed  by 
details  the  evils  of  prohibition^  but  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  the  day, 
Mr.  Robinson,  who  was  attached  at  that 
time  to  the  principles  of  free  trade.  He 
said, 

''The  House*  I  am  happy  to  say,  has  gone 
along  with  me,  in  promoting  this  great  object 
and  I  trust  that  the  country  is  by  this  time 
convinced  of  the  good  sense  which  dictates 
the  policy  of  getting  rid  both  of  positive  pro- 
hibitions and  of  prohibitory  duties.  Much 
has  already  been  done,  but  much  remains  to 
be  done ;  and  it  is  the  intention  of  my  right 
hon.  Friend  (Mr.  Huskisson)  to  take  an  early 
opportunity  of  submitting  to  the  House  a  plan 
for  reducing,  within  moderate  and  reasonable 
bounds^  all  the  remaining  prohibitory  duties, 
and  thus  to  strike  as  it  were  from  our  recol- 
lection all  those  errors  and  prejudices  which 
have  so  long  shackelled  the  energies  of  our 
own  commerce,  and  restricted  the  productive 
industry  of  the  world." 

Unhappily,  these  prohibitory  duties,  so 
far  from  being  struck  from  our  recollection, 
are  even  before  as  at  the  present  time,  and 
commended  by  those  who  then  promised  their 
abolition ;  but  the  declaratbn  of  Lord  Ripon 
was  received  with  very  great  approbation 
by  the  House ;  and  the  hon.  Baronet,  who 
18  now  the  Member  for  North  Wilts  (Sir 
F.  fiurdett^,  especially  declared  Uiat  all 
those  restrictions  should  be  taken  away, 
that  there  ought  to  be  free  trade  with  dl 
the  world,  and  that  if  there  was  that  free 
trade,  he  was  convinced  that  this  country 
would  rise  to  a  degree  of  prosperity  which 
had  never  before  been  witnessed.  Great 
conversions,  undoubtedly,  occasionally  take 
x^ace,  and  the  noble  Earl  (the  Earl  of 
Ripon)  is  now  expressly  opposed  to  doinff 
away  with  the  prohibitory  duties,  and 
the  boh.  Baronet  to  whom  I  alluded,  at 
a  public  dinner  at  which  he  recently 
presided,  took  occasion  to  attack  her  Ma- 
lesty's  Ministers,  on  that  very  ground 
But  I  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentkmian 
opposite  (Sir  J.  Graham)  say,  that  the 
present  Corn-law  was  founded  on  that 
very  recommendation;  now,  let  us  see 
whether  it  does  not  come  under  the  de- 
scription which  the  Earl  of  Ripon  has  given 
of  prohibitory  duties.  I  have  here  a  de* 
Bcription  of  the  e&ct  of  the  present  Corn- 
law  for  three  or  four  years.  The  Speaker 
in  praising  the  present  ComJaw  says,  that 
during  1834,  1835,  and  1836|  the  duty 
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was  47s,  per  quarter.  Now,  a  duty  of 
47s,  per  quarter  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  prohibitory  duty.  You  may  tell  me 
that  it  is  right  that  it  should  be  so ;  that 
when  corn  is  cheap  it  is  right  that  there 
should  be  a  prohibitory  duty ;  but  do  not 
tell  me  with  one  breath  that  you  are  goins 
to  do  away  with  all  prohibitory  duties,  and 
with  the  next  impose  a  duty  of  47«.  per 
quarter  on  com.  But  in  point  of  fact, 
a  prohibitory  duty  is  that  which  destroys 
all  regular  commerce  in  com  |  and  I  will 
refer  to  the  speech  delivered  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Laun* 
ceston,  who  appears  to  have  been  studying 
the  question  of  the  Corn-laws;  for  his 
argument,  according  to  my  mind,  is  in 
favour  of  the  view  which  I  take  of  the 
case.  He  said,  that  "  in  1838  the  harvest 
was  deficient,  and  British  wheat  rose  in 
price,  and  the  doors  being  opened  for  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn,  it  was  allowed 
to  come  in  at  285.  Id.  per  quarter.  In 
1839  the  duty  was  Is.  7d,  only,  and  then 
there  came  in  1,718,771  quarters  of  corn, 
an  amount  more  than  1,740  times  as  many 
quarters  as  were  brought  in,  in  1835  and 
1836,  when  the  duty  was  at  47^.  per 
quarter."  Now,  I  ud^,  can  there  be  any 
regular  trade  when  such  a  state  of  things 
exists.  A  man  might  engage  in  commerce^ 
and  might  import  a  large  quantity  of  fo^ 
reign  com,  which,  from  the  state  of  the 
market,  he  would  be  unable  to  introduce. 
For  three  years  his  commodity  might  be  shut 
out,  and  he  might  be  ruined  by  the  waste 
and  destmction  of  his  com,  whilst  some 
other  speculator  might  come  in  in  the  fourth 
year  and  secure  a  very  great  prize.  If  the 
House  will  permit  me,  I  will  state  a  little 
more  of  what  occurred  in  the  years  1838, 
1839,  and  1840,  because  it  will  illustrate 
those  fluctuating  duties,  to  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  is  as  much  attached  as  to 
the  most  valuable  part  of  the  Constitu* 
tion.  In  1838,  the  maximum  of  duty 
was  34s.  Sd,  and  the  minimum  was  Is* 
From  the  1st  of  January,  1838,  to  the 
2nd  of  August,  in  that  year,  during  seven 
months  the  duty  fluctuated  from  18s.  9d* 
to  34«.  8d,  but  on  the  26th  of  July,  the 
com  jobbers  commenced  operations;  they 
held  back  the  inferior  com,  and  by  brbg- 
ing  forward  the  best  com  raised  the  aver* 
ages,  and  the  duties  ranged  from  ISs,  8dL 
to  I6s.  Bd.,  to  10^.,  to  2s.  8d,  and  finally 
to  l5.  It  was  expected,  that  a  great  deel 
of  com  would  come  out  at  6s.  S(L,  whid& 
would  have  made  up  the  deficiency  of  the 
revenue   for  the  year;   but  only  4,190 
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qoatten  cftme  in  between  tbe  80th  Atigust 
and  the  6th  September,  and  the  quantity 
entered  at  Is.  was  1,620,000  quarters:  at 
9#.  Sd.,  131,000  quarters;  at  6s.  Sd., 
4,000  quarters.  In  1839,  the  quantity  of 
wheat  entered  was  2,521 ,494  quarters  $  and 
of  this,  776,000  at  1*.,  147,000  at  2*.  Sd,, 
and  lj340,000  at  6s,  Sd.  The  Jobbers, 
foreseeing  that  they  might  enter  their  oorn 
at  a  low  duty,  sold  only  the  b.'st  wheat, 
and  kept  back  the  worst ;  the  oonsequence 
was,  that  by  the  Ist  September  they  had 
yaised  the  average  to  73«.  What  followed 
this  proceeding?  It  may  be  said,  ''  You 
have  now  a  large  quantity  of  foreign  oorn 
entered,  and  that  ought  to  relieve  the  peo- 
ple, as  eom  will  continue  to  enter."  But 
the  same  Jobbers  who  by  fictitious  sales 
were  enabled  to  lower  the  duty  and  raise 
the  averages,  then  took  an  opposite  course, 
and  sent  bad  wheat  to  market,  by  means 
of  which  process  they  raised  the  duty 
and  lowered  the  averages.  Having  acted 
against  the  fanner  in  the  first  instance,  they 
aoted  against  the  consumer  in  the  second  in* 
stance.  [Cheers*]  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
seems  to  doubt  the  fact,  but  I  am  speakinff 
from  information  derived  from  the  Boara 
of  Trade.  The  price  of  wheat,  in  common 
transactions  between  the  farmer  and  his 
easterners^  and  the  price  of  bread  during 
these  great  fiuctuations  of  duty  scarcely 
varied  j  therefore  the  effect  of  this  intri*' 
eate  and  artificial   scheme  is  merely  to 

rooie  Jobbing  and  fraud  in  the  trade 
eomi  and  to  enaUe  speeulators  to 
make  enormous  fortunes  at  one  time  by  de- 
priving the  consumer  of  the  supply  of 
eorni  and  at  another  by  depriving  the 
ftirmer  of  his  just  remuneration.  I  own^ 
that  this  seems  to  me  a  system  fraught 
with  great  evils,  and  not  to  be  corrected 
1^  any  alteration  at  tbe  averages^  or  by 
any  change  of  the  sliding  scale,  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  system  so  vicious  in  its 
nature  and  so  falas  in  principle*  endeavour* 
ing  by  complicated  legislation  to  defeat  the 
natural  operations  of  trade,  that  we  ought 
to  ahandim  it  and  establish  a  Axed  duty  wbe« 
ther  of  Si*  or  any  other  sum  Parliament 
may  think  At  to  establish.  I  ask  you  to 
Am  your  duty  ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  allow 
pcrwms  to  semi  their  orders  abroad*  to  bring 
tite  article  into  the  marker,  and  to  dispose 
of  it  like  any  other  commodity.  This  year 
900,000  quarters  will  enter  during  the 
aMMith  of  September;  but  suppose  a 
merchant  to  send  4irdrri  to  America  for 
cum  to  arrive  at  a  later  period,  he  may 
find  at  the  time  that  there  is  so  heavy  a 
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doty  as  to  make  it  rutnons  to  him  to 
sell  it>  and  he  may  be  compelled  to  keep 
the  com  for  more  than  a  year^  to  h& 
enormous  loss.  This  state  of  things  is  not 
only  injurious  to  trade,  but  evidently  in* 
jurious  to  the  great  body  of  the  people^ 
Tell  me,  if  you  will*  that  you  want  to  be 
independent  of  foreign  supply,  but  can  you  f 
You  import  com  at  the  rate  of  a  million  of 
quarters  a  year ;  in  one  year  you  had  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  quarters  brought  in. 
If  you  are  afraid  that  foreign  nations  will 
not  give  you  a  supply,  you  are  in  ae  much 
daneer  when  you  want  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  quarters,  as  under  any  system  of 
trade,  however  free.  Your  state  at  the 
present  moment  is  tluit  of  dependence. 
The  notion  of  independence  of  foreign 
supply  is  one  which  does  not  accord  either 
with  your  present  Corn*law,  or  with  any 
you  may  nereafter  venture  to  MaWsh. 
But  then  if  you  do  not  mean  to  be  inde. 
pendent  of  for^gn  supply,  if  you  expect  a 
portion  of  the  people  to  subsist  upon  foreign 
com,  let  us  get  it  equally  and  steadily,  and 
let  it  be  brought  to  market  in  the  regular 
way*  obtaining  a  certain  tale  and  a  ready 
purchase.  As  to  a  fixed  duty,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  saysi  '*  Suppose  you  had  a 
fixed  duty,  could  you  venture  to  keep  it  if 
com  rose  to  Ms*  or  lOOr.  per  quarter  P*^ 
I  believe,  that  the  remission  of  duty  in  diat 
case  would  be  rather  to  the  advantage  of 
the  importer  than  the  eonsomer,  just  ae 
under  the  present  scale  a  lOi.  rise  in  the 
nrioa  in  Germany  Is  to  the  advantage  of  the 
fbteigner,  and  to  the  diaadvantage  of  the 
consumer.  At  the  same  time,  my  imprss* 
sion  is,  that  if  them  were  a  scarcity  of 
com,  you  would  not  be  able  to  preserve  a 
fixed  duty  of  8#«  But.  I  think  the  best 
answer  isy  that  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  himself  suggested,  that  if  you  had 
a  regular  market  m  com,  and  a 'regular 
trsde,  you  would  very  eeldom  have  an 
actual  aoarcity.  This  a]^iears  to  me  so 
manifest,  so  self-evident,  as  not  to  nquire 
any  arminient.  In  proportion  as  you  re» 
strict  the  field  from  which  your  supplies 
are  to  be  drawn,  in  that  proportion  you 
increase  the  fiuctuation«  If  you  restrain 
the  supply  of  a  single  oounty  to  the  produce 
of  that  county,  the  fluetuations  would 
be  much  greater  than  if  yoo  extended  it  to 
the  whole  kingdom.  If  yon  derive  yoav 
com  from  only  one  kingdom,  the  fluctua- 
tion will  be  much  greater  than  if  you  de« 
rived  it  from  many  kingdoms^  fiom  Foland« 
Russiai  Germany,  Franoe^  and  America. 
There  wiU  be  variationa  of  seasons  In  dif- 
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ftrent  fmrts  of  tlie  globe^  and  with  the 
ooRimeiml  enterprise  and  manufacturing 
iiidustty  of  this  country,  3rou  will  he  so 
oertain  of  a  supply  from  one  or  more 
of  Ihetn,  that  I  can  scarcely  helieve,  jrou 
would  run  any  danger  of  scarcity.  But 
tf*,  <m  some  rare  occasion,  that  danger 
did  arise,  you  might  give  power  in  your 
Act  of  Parliament  to  toe  Queen  in 
ooundl,  to  admit  corn,  duty  free,  for  a 
oertain  time,  and  requiring  the  meeting  of 
Parliament  within  a  month  or  six  weeks 
ffom  the  date  of  the  order  in  council.  If 
yon  enacted,  that  it  should  he  admitted  duty 
ftee  at  7S'-  or  73^.,  similar  frauds  would 
he  practised  to  those  which  exist  under  the 
present  artificial  system  ;  hut  I  think  you 
might  safely  leave  with  the  Crown  a  dis- 
oretionaiy  power  of  that  kind.  Let  it  he 
recollected,  that  this  is  a  plan  which  has 
been  adopted  with  regard  to  sugar  and  some 
other  artioles,  so  that  there  is  nothing  new 
in  this  policy.  Mr.  Huskisson,  for  two  or 
three  years,  introduced  a  hill  at  the  end  of 
the  Sestton,  hy  which  he  let  in  all  com 
in  bond  at  a  much  lower  duty  than  that 
fixed  by  law,  in  older  to  guard  against  the 
possibility  of  scarcity.  Much  has  been  said 
aboui  the  great  cheapness  of  com  which 
would  follow  tUs  alteration.  My  own 
belief  Itf  that  com  would  be  cheaper  than  at 
present ;  without  pretending  to  any  very  ac- 
ditrale  means  of  knowMge,  I  should  say^ 
that  the  general  average  price  miffhtbe 
JOftf  but,  whatefer  it  may  be,  it  wiU  be  a 
audi  mate  steady  price  than  at  present* 
When  I  say  a  steady  price^  I  mean  not  an 
average  piloe  taken  on  a  number  of  yearsi 
hut  gencmlly  steady ;  to  illustrate  my  view, 
yoo  may  have  com  for  one  five  years  at 
40«i«  and  fat  another  five  yean  at  80*.  j 
the  avenge  will  be  60f .  |  but  in  the 
game  way  the  price  may  be  65s,  for  one 
period  of  five  yean,  and  65«.  for  another, 
dnd  the  average  bera  will  also  be  60s.  The 
average  will  be  the  same,  but  the  cese  to 
the  people  and  to  the  consumer  will  be 
widely  dUftwnt.  But  the  main  object  to 
which  I  look  is  not  the  greater  eheepness  of 
anm,  but  additional  em^oyment  to  the  peo- 
ple. With  raspeet  to  wages,  it  has  been  said, 
that  if  yoo  admit  corn,  wages  will  be  lower. 
If  this  be  stated  as  a  disadvantage  to  the 
people,  It  is  a  complete  fallaejr  j  for  if  you 
suppose  thai  out  of  lOi,  wages  a  kboorer 
spends  7#.  in  braad ;  if  you  lower  the 
price  of  his  bread  to  6s.,  it  is  clear  that  B$* 
ara  to  him  as  valuable  as  IQs.  were  befora* 
But  if  J  am  nf^t  in  supposing  tihat  the  de^ 
1  foe  labour  wiU  iaooaM!,  then  by  all 


the  rules  which  govern  price,  the  labourer 
wil],  in  fact,  secure  higher  wages  than  he. 
fore.  The  change  will  produce  such  a  de» 
msnd  for  labour  that  wages  will  really 
be  higher,  and  men  now  in  a  state  of  Aem^ 
tution  will  then  be  able  to  procure  em« 
ploymeDt.  Such  is  my  case  for  our  pre- 
ference of  a  fixed  duty  to  the  sliding  scale. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  arguing  tlm 
question  of  the  general  vote  of  want  of  oon« 
fidence,  has  again  asserted  that  we  retained 
power  in  the  year  1889,  after  thera  had 
been  a  vote  in  this  Mouse  against  us ;  but 
the  real  test  then  was  far  him  to  have 
brought  forward  a  vote  of  confidencet  if 
he  had,  in  fact,  a  majority  in  this  House. 
If  he  did  not  then  bring  forward  a  mo- 
tion for  a  vote  of  want  of  confidenee,  it 
could  only  be  because  he  had  not  really 
a  majority  against  us  on  the  general  quea* 
tion.  That  fact  was  soon  afterwards  proved, 
for  early  in  the  following  year  a  motion  for 
a  vote  of  a  want  of  confidence  was  brought 
forward,  and  we  had  a  majority  irf  twenty* 
one  in  our  favour.  Therefore,  it  can  scarcely 
be  said,  that  in  that  year  we  retained  offlco 
in  spite  of  a  majority  of  this  Houae  against 
us.  I  consider  titter  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's speech,  although  it  did  not  de* 
dare  anything  that  could  give  certain  ex- 
pectation either  on  the  one  ride  or  tho 
other,  that  he  and  the  party  of  which  he 
is  the  leader,  ara  ready  to  agree  In  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  on  aoeount  of  the  men. 
sures  proposed  by  ua  with  respect  to  tradOf 
and  eqiecially  with  ragard  to  the  trade  in 
oom.  Be  it  sOb  I  am  of  0piaion»  thai  by 
bringing  forward  these  measures,  and  etat^ 
ing  them  as  far  as  we  could  during  the  lasH 
Parlkiment,  and  again  advising  their  being 
referred  to  in  the  Speech  from  the  Thron* 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Session,  %r» 
shall  have  added  much  to  the  progress  of 
those  measnrast  An  hon*  Oentieman  who 
spoke  to-night  said,  that  when  the  right 
hoo.  Oentieman  came  into  power,  he  ex* 
peeted  to  see  a  decline  of  this  conntryi  aa 
all  old  countries  most  decline*  Now,  that 
ia  not  my  opinioni  my  belief  la,  that  if  onljr 
common  sense  is  exerdaed  in  eonduoilng  ita 
afiain,  not  only  will  this  countfy  not  de- 
cline, but  it  must  incraese  in  pro^ierity.  t 
have  shewn,  in  what  I  have  addressed  to  the 
House,  that  neither  as  ragards  the  foidgii 
afikin,  nor  our  colonial  eatabUahflentiy  nor 
our  domestic  state^  is  there  the  ali^teat  im- 
son  fbr  alarm  or  apprehension.  But  there 
isi  I  think,  owing  to  various  ciloaei,  aneli 
an  embarrassment  in  trade,  that  it  hb^ 
hoves  yoUi  not  only  beeaus^oeeprifleipleo 
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are  sood  for  all  time>  but  because  those 
principles  are  ^ood  at  the  present  moment, 
to  put  in  practice  the  maxims  of  free  trade 
wluch  were  embodied  in  the  King's  Speech 
of  1825|  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  was  a  party»  and  which  were 
afterwards  advanced  by  Mr.  Huskisson 
and  by  Mr.  Robinson,  Ministers  of  that 
day.  I  am  convinced^  if  you  refuse  to 
make  com  an  exception  to  those  general 
rulea— that  if  you  do  not  attempt  to  say 
that  to  corn  alone,  those  principles  you 
yourselves  acknowledge  to  be  wise>  shall 
shall  not  be  applied-— if  you  are  prepared 
to  give  up  the  present  restrictions,  and 
adopt  a  more  rational  system,  I  am  con- 
vinced that,  as  the  hon.  Baronet,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Wiltshire,  said,  many  years  a|;o, 
there  can  be  no  bounds  to  the  prosperity 
and  power  of  this  country.  I  have  no 
reason  to  conclude  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman opposite  will  refuse  to  put  into  prac- 
tice the  opinions  of  which  he  has  this  night 
declared  himself  the  advocate.  I  am  sure, 
if  he  does,  it  will  be  from  the  want  of  in- 
clination, not  from  the  want  of  power ;  for, 
as  for  any  suppositbn  of  his  wanting 
power  to  deal  with  the  Corn-laws,  as  we 
proposed  to  deal  with  them,  I  think  he 
may  despise  it.  I  know  not  what  course 
he  may  pursue,  but  the  full  renxmsibility 
remains  with  him.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  no  right  to  say,  that  he  is 
shackled  and  thwarted  by  party  trammels, 
because  it  is  dear  that  the  party  to  which 
he  belongs  could  not  resist  libend  measures 
if  he  were  to  propose  them.  There  are 
various  divisions  in  the  party  to  which  he 
belongs.  I  hear  lan^age  of  the  most  con- 
tradictory kind  finm  it^  and  I  read  the  same 
in  the  organs  of  the  party  in  other  places, 
and  at  the  late  elections  the  same  contra- 
dictions took  place.  To  speak  of  one  in- 
stance. The  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
the  Amendment  on  the  Address — the  hon. 
Member  for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
—-stated  at  the  election  that  one  great  object 
with  him  was  to  alter  one  of  the  essential 
provimons  of  the  present  Poor-law,  holding 
as  he  did,  that  the  confinement  of  the  poor 
in  workhouses  was  unnecessary.  Now, 
this  is  one  of  the  many  instances  of  a  total 
difference  of  language  between  the  leaders 
and  the  followers.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Member  for  the  West  Riding,  is  redly 
of  opinion  that  confinement  in  the  work- 
houses'is  not  necessary,  then  clearly  he 
must  think  that  confinement  under  such 
circumstances  is  a  hardship,  and  ought  to 
beaboUahed.    I  think  it  is  necessary— -that 
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it  is  necessary  as  a  test  of  destitution— and 
I  feel  bound  to  vote  for  its  continuance^ 
however  painful  it  may  be.  But  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  West  Riding  goes  and 
raises  a  flame  on  that  subject  ^— makes 
a  cry  through  the  West  Riding,  and 
when  he  has  ejected  Lord  Morpeth,  that 
honest  servant  of  the  public,  he  comes 
down  to  this  House  the  first  night  of  the 
Session,  not  with  any  proposition  with  ne^ 
gard  to  this  law^^which,  if  not  necessary, 
ought  to  be  repealed,— -but  with  a  proposi* 
tion  to  deprive  the  present  Ministers  of 
power,  and  place  in  their  stead  a  noble 
Duke,  and  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Tamworth,  who  had  declared  themselves 
supporters  of  the  Poor-law,  and  a  noUe 
Lord  and  a  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
were  amonff  the  original  promoters  and 
proposers  of  the  measure.  So  that  it  will 
clearly  appear  to  the  world,  when  that  law 
is  re-enacted,  that  the  cry  raised  aninst 
the  Government  on  the  sul^ect  of  the  Poor- 
law  jwas  a  mere  fallacious  and  delusive 
cry,  that  Gentlemen  were  ready  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  their  unpopularity,  which  they 
most  probably  think  we  do  not  deserve; 
that  having  ejected  the  Government,  their 
purpose  is  served ;  that  then  the  Poor-law 
may  safely  be  re-enacted  by  those  leaders  of 
the  party  opposite,  who  honestly  supported 
the  law,  and  we  may  remain  under  the  i»» 
fluence  of  that  misrepresentation,  as  we  have 
done  under  fifty  others[trofiica/  cheer$].  The 
idea  of  murepresentation  seems  to  be  denied 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  Now,  one  of 
the  charffes  against  us  is,  that  we  are  eno* 
mies  of  the  Church.  What  injury  have  we 
done  to  the  Church?  We  have  carried  a  tithe 
law,  by  which  the  property  of  the  Church 
is  made  more  secure— by  which  the  clergyw 
man  obtains  a  larger  income  than  for- 
merly, without  quanel  or  dispute  with  his 
parishioners.  We  have  also  passed  another 
law  regulating  the  incomes  of  the  higher 
clergy.  And  what  have  we  done?  We 
have  reduced  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
to  the  miserable  pittance  of  ISflOOL  a  year 
-—we  have  cut  down  the  Bishop  of  London 
to  no  more  than  10,000/.  a  year*  The 
Bishop  of  Durham  receives  a  wretched 
stipend  of  8,000^  a  year.  These  two  bills 
were  our  propositions,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  when  a  proposition  was  made  that 
in  our  opinion,  tended  to  the  injury  of 
the  Church,  we  incurred  the  enmity  of 
the  Dissenters  by  opposing  it.  But  this  is 
only  one  of  the  misrepresentations  I  oooi- 
plam  of.  I  do  not  complain  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  leaders  of  the  opposition,  except, 
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indeed,  ihe  riffht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  Dorchester.    With  that  exception^ 
I  have  not  to  complain  of  the  acrimonj  of 
the  tone  of  the  leaders  of  the  opposition. 
Indeed,  on  the  contrary,  in  one  of  the  last 
debates  that  occurred  in    this  House,   I 
mean  on  the  motion  of  want  of  confidence, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  was  pleased  to  speak 
in  language  which  I  cannot  quote,  of  the 
competency  of  the  members  of  the  pre- 
sent Ministry  for  the  different  offices  which 
they  filled.     But  while  there   was  this 
proper  tone  on  the  part  of  the  leaders  of 
the  opposition    party,  calumnies    on    the 
Ministers  of  the  country  of  the  grossest 
kinds  have  been  uttered  at  the  recent  elec- 
tions, and  have  been  made  in  the  public  press 
•^-calumnies,   I  will  say,  for  their  extent 
and  nature,  never  equalled.    [Hear,  hear,'] 
Gentlemen  opposite  seem  surprised  at  my 
alluding  to  the  press.    For  my  own  part, 
I  really  think,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man showed  himself  to  be  far  more  sensi- 
tive  on  the  subject  of  some  foolish  stories 
which  had  appeared  in  a  newspaper,  and 
the  notice  he  took  of  tales  so  little  worthy 
of  attention,  excited  considerable  surprise 
in  every  mind.     Accusations  against  my 
colleagues  and  myself  of  a  much  more 
seriona  character,  have  been  made  in  the 
way  I  have  described,  with  regard  to  our 
conluct  in  the  most  important  points,  and 
even  involving    our    personal  characters, 
and  I  think  the  authors  of  them  have  been 
fully  aware  of  the  falsehood  of  these  at- 
tacks when  they  made  them.     These  had 
been  among  the  most  prominent  causes  of 
the  success  of  the  opposite  party,  and  al* 
though  such  means  have  thus  been  used 
against  us  with  such  effect,  I  trust,  that 
when  that  party  come  into  power  there 
will  be  some  cessation  of  this  mode  of  at- 
tack, and  that  those  who  succeed  us  will 
not  sufier  in  the  same  way.    In  conclusion, 
I  have  only  to  express  my  conviction,  that 
if  this  country  is  governed  by  enlarged  and 
liberal  councils,  that  its  power  and  might 
will  spread  and  increase,  its  influence  will 
become  greater  and  greater,  that  liberal 
principles  wiU  prevail,  and  civilization  will 
be  spread  to  all  parts  of  the  globe,  that  you 
will  bless  millions  by  your  dominion  and 
mankind  by  your  example. 

The  House  divided  on  the  Question,  that 
the  words  proposed  to  be  leu  out  stand 
part  of  the  question.  Ayes  269;  Noes 
360;— Majority  91. 

The  Speaker  then  read  the  Address  as 
amended.  Upon  the  question,  that  a  com. 
mitteebe  appointed  to  draw  up  theAddress, 
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Loi^  John  RusseU  suggested,  that  the 
committee  should  be  named  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  had  moved  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Wortley  moved  as  the  committee. 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  Sir  James  Graham,  Lord 
Stanley,  Sir  Henry  Hardioge,  Lord  Gran- 
ville Somerset,  and  others. 

Lord  John  RusseU  remarked,  that  the 
House  would  meet  this  day.  He  had  no 
motion  to  make ;  but  it  was  understood, 
that  the  House  would  meet  this  day. 

The  House  adjourned. 
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HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Saturday,  August  2S,  1841. 

Address.— Report.— Mr.  S.  Wortley 
brought  up  the  report  on  the  Address, 
which,  having  been  read, 

Mr.  T.  Duncambe  said,  it  was  his  wish, 
in  reference  to  the  last  paragraph  in  that 
Address,  to  ascertain  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
whether  it  were  intended,  by  the  wording 
of  that  paragraph,  to  admit  the  existence 
of  the  general  distress  of  the  country,  be- 
cause, it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  para- 
graph had  been  carefully  framed  so  as  not 
to  express  an  opinion  on  that  subject.  He 
was,  however,  free  to  confess,  that  he  had 
heard  many  speeches  from  hon.  Members 
on  the  opposite  benches  in  their  private 
and  individual  capacity,  wherein  the  ex- 
istence of  that  distress  had  been  acknow- 
ledged. Now,  it  would  be  observed,  that 
in  the  original  Address— the  Address  which 
had  been  framed  by  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
inent— it  had  distinctly  been  suted,  that 

"The  House  shared  the  deep  sympathy 
which  her  Majesty  felt  for  those  of  her  subjects 
who  were  now  suffering  from  distress  and  want 
of  employment,  and  that  they  recognised  in 
her  Majesty's  expressions  upon  that  matter  an 
additional  proof  of  her  Majesty's  tender  regard 
for  the  condition  and  welfare  of  her  subjects.'' 

Now,  in  the  amendment  which  had 
been  moved  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Yorkshire,  the  paragraph  wherein  it  was 
stated,  that  the  House  shared  in  the  deep 
sympathy  which  her  Majesty  felt  for  those 
of  her  subjects  who  were  now  suffering 
from  distress  and  want  of  employment,  had 
been  omitted  entirely.  He  wished  to  in- 
quire of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
whether  the  omission  with  regard  to  the 
House  sharing  in  the  distress  of  the  people 
had  been  intentional  or  an  accident.  The 
paragraph  in  the  amended  Address  ran 
thus : — 

<'  We  assure  your  Majesty  that  in  the  gra- 
cious expression  of  your  deep  sympathy  with 
those  of  your  subjects  who  are  now  suffering 
from  distress  and  want  of  employment," 

And  so  on.   Now,  it  did  appesgr  to  hiffii 


that  that  paragraph  in  the  amended 
Address  was  not  worded  in  so  respectful  a 
manner  towards  the  Crown  or  towards  the 
people  of  the  country  as  the  paragraoh  to 
which  he  had  alluded  in  the  original  Ad- 
dress. He  wanted,  therefore,  to  know 
whether  it  were  admitted  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  that  distress  and  want  of  employ- 
ment did  exist  in  the  country.  If  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  did  admit  that  there 
was  such  distress  and  want  of  employment 
in  the  country,  then  he  said  that  the  para- 
graph in  the  original  Address  was  much 
more  explicit  upon  the  point  than  that  in 
the  amended  Address,  and  ought  to  be 
adopted.  He  should  hope  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  would  have  no  objection  to 
alter  the  wording  of  the  paragraph,  so  as 
to  make  it  distinctly  appear  that  the 
House  did  join  in  that  sympathy  of  feel- 
ing, in  reference  to  the  distresses  of  the 
people,  which  had  been  so  graciously  ex- 
pressed by  her  Majesty.  If,  however,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  should  decline  to  do 
so,  he  should  then  deem  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
move  the  substitution  of  the  original  para- 
graph in  the  place  of  that  to  the  wording 
of  which  he  demurred. 

Sir  R.  Peel  would  state,  as  an  indivi- 
dual Member  of  that  House,  and  in  that 
capacity  alone  he  begged  it  to  be  under- 
stood he  was  about  to  offer  his  opinion  on 
this  subject  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbury,  the  construction  which  he  put 
upon  the  paragraph  complained  of.  He 
thought,  in  the  first  place,  he  could  under* 
take  to  declare,  that  there  had  been  no  deli- 
berate intention  of  departing  from  the  words 
of  the  Address,  in  regard  to  the  recognition 
of  the  existence  of  distress  in  the  country, 
because,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  must  be 
aware,  the  terms  of  that  Address  had  not 
been  known  at  the  time  when  the  amended 
Address  had  been  drawn  up.  Therefore, 
as  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  would  at 
once  see,  there  could  have  been  no  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  those  on  that  side  of 
the  House  to  depart  from  the  words  of  the 
Address.  Well,  then,  with  regard  to  the 
want  of  respect  in  the  wording  of  the  pa- 
ragraph to  her  Majesty,  he  must  beg  to 
say,  that  while  he  was  perfectly  willing  to 
allow  that  the  paragraph  in  the  oridnal 
Address  was  quite  respectful,  he  could  not 
admit  that  the  paragraph  in  the  amended 
Address  in  any  way  fell  short  in  that  re- 
spect ;  because,  whilst  the  Address  stated 
that  the  House  ahared  with  her  Majesty 
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in  her  expression  of  deep  sympathyy  the 
amended  Address  stated,  that  in  those  ex- 
pressions of  sympathy  the  House  recog- 
nised an  additional  proof  of  her  Majesty's 
tender  regard  for  her  subjects.  As  far, 
then,  as  a  respectful  wording— respectful 
to  her  Majesty,  and  respectful  to  the  peo- 
ple— was  concerned,  he  roust  be  permitted 
to  observe,  that  in  his  opinion,  there  was 
no  want  of  respect  in  the  paragraph  in  the 
amended  Address,  but  that  the  paragraphs 
in  both  Addresses  were  on  an  equality  in 
that  particular.  Then,  with  regard  to  the 
admission,  that  distress  existed  in  the 
country,  it  did  appear  to  him  that  the 
fact  was  admitted  in  the  fullest  manner 
in  the  amended  paragraph.  How  stood 
the  case  ?  An  intimation  had  been  con- 
veyed to  the  House  from  the  Crown,  that 
there  were  many  of  her  Majesty's  subjects 
who  were  suffermg  from  distress  and  want 
of  employment.  Of  course,  the  House 
upon  that  assumed  that  such  was  the  fact, 
and  he,  for  one,  would  at  once  admit  that 
there  were  many  of  her  Majesty's  subjects 
who  were,  he  lamented  to  say,  suffering 
from  distress  and  privation.  That  being 
so,  then  he  said,  that  in  his  opinion,  the 
amended  Address  fully  admitted  that  there 
were  classes  in  the  country  who  were  suf- 
fering from  distress  and  privation,  and, 
further,  he  contended  that  the  paragraph 
was  worded  respectfully  both  to  her  Ma- 
jesty and  to  the  country.  He  hoped  that 
what  he  had  said  had  fully  satisfied  the 
scruples  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury 
on  the  subject,  seeing  that  the  amended 
Address  not  only  admitted  the  existence  of 
distress  in  the  country ,but  that  the  wording 
of  the  paragraph  was  quite,  even  if  it  were 
not  more  so,  as  respectful  to  her  Majesty  and 
to  the  people  as  that  in  the  Address  itself. 

Mr.  T,  Duncamhe  said,  that  provided 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  admitted,  that  there 
was  distress  in  the  country,  and  that  the 
wording  of  the  amendment  was  not  in- 
tended to  evade  the  admission  of  the  fact, 
he  was  satisfied. 

The  other  paragraphs  of  the  amended 
Address  having  been  agreed  to,  and  Ad- 
dress read  a  second  time, 

Mn  5.  Crawford^  rose  to  propose,  that 
the  following  additional  paragraph  be 
added  to  the  Address: — 

"  That  we  further  respectfully  represent  to 
year  Majesty,  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  distress 
which  your  Majesty  deplores  is  mainly  attri- 
butable to  the  circumstance  of  your  whole 
people  not  being  fully  and  fairly  represented 


in  this  House;  and  that  we  feel  it  will  be  our 
duty  to  consider  the  means  of  so  extending 
and  regulating  the  suffrage^  and  of  adopting 
such  improvements  in  the  system  of  voting, 
as  will  confer  on  the  working  classes  that  just 
weight  in  the  representative  body  which  is 
necessary  to  secure  a  due  consideration  of 
their  interests,  and  whtch  their  present  patient 
endurance  of  sufiering  gives  them  the  strongest 
title  to  claim." 

He  had,  he  said,  to  pray  for  the  kindly 
indulgence  of  the  House,  while  he  at- 
tempted to  call  their  attention  to  that 
additional  paragraph,  of  which  he  had  on 
a  former  evening  given  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  move.  It  had  not  been  his  de- 
sire to  take  that  coarse,  because  he  had 
hoped,  that  some  other  hon.  Member  of 
greater  weight  and  more  prominent  abili- 
ties and  standing  would  have  brought  the 
matter  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  He  should,  indeed,  have  been 
much  pleased  to  have  been  spared  the 
necessity  of  presenting  himself  to  the 
House  on  that  occasion,  but  he  stood  in  a 
peculiar  position  with  regard  to  his  con- 
stituents. He  had  been  selected  by  the 
constituency  which ',he  had  the  honour  to 
represent  in  a  roost  singular  manner,  and 
without  solicitation  on  his  part.  That 
constituency  had  selected  him  in  conse- 
quence of  the  principles  which  he  had 
professed  upon  all  occasions.  That  being 
the  fact,  he  trusted  the  House  would  think 
with  him,  that' it  was  not  very  extraord- 
inary, that  he  should  be  anxious  to  fulfil 
what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty  to  that 
constituency.  He  stood  there  as  an  in- 
dependent Member  of  Parliament,  as  one 
attached  to  no  party,  other  than  that  of^ 
the  people.  He  had  felt  deep  regret  when 
he  had  discovered  that  her  Majesty's  Go* 
vernment  had  not  thought  proper  in  the 
Speech  which  they  had  put  into  the 
Queen's  month  to  allude  in  any  way  to 
those  amendments  of  the  elective  system 
which  were  so  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
improvement  of  the  condition  of  the 
people,  and  he  could  not  but  feel,  that  it 
was  an  imperative  duty  of  an  indepen- 
dent representative  of  that  class  not  to 
permit  the  Address  to  pass  without  at 
least  making  an  attempt  to  obtain  an  ex- 
pression of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
House  in  favour  of  measures  which  were 
calculated  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
people.  The  first  clause  of  his  amend- 
ment to  the  Address  went  to  state,  that 
the  great  distress  under  which  the  people 
were  suffering  was  mainly  attributable  to 


459 


Addreu^ 


{COMMONS} 


Rtpoti* 


460 


the  whole  bodyofthat  people  not  beingfully 
and  fairly  represeDted  id  Parliament ;  in 
other  words,  that  there  was  not  a  fair  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  of  England.  There 
was  not  a  fair  representation  of  the  people 
of  England,  or  of  those  of  Ireland,  or  of 
those  of  Scotland,  under  the  operation  of 
the  present  lav.  By  the  official  returns 
which  had  been  laid  on  the  Table  of  that 
House,  it  appeared,  that  under  the  present 
representation  of  the  interests  of  the 
people,  the  franchise  of  England  was  en- 
joyed only  by  one  out  of  eighteen  and  a* 
half;  of  the  population  in  Scotland  by 
one  out  of  every  thirty,  and  in  Ireland  by 
one  out  of  every  seventy-seven.  Now,  he 
would  put  it  to  the  House,  whether  that 
could  be  held  up  as  a  fair  representation 
of  the  people.  He  for  one  considered,  that 
as  the  consequence  of  that  want  of  a  fair  re- 
presentation had  arisen  through  unjust  and 
unnecessary  laws,  that  it  had  led  to  a 
system  of  what  was  properly  denominated, 
class  legislation,  and  that  it  had  been  pro- 
ductive of  gross  monopolies,  of  which  that 
in  corn,  which  was  so  much  complained 
of,  was  the  most  flagrant,  the  most  ob- 
jectionable, and  the  most  oppressive  upon 
the  great  bulk  of  the  people.  Had  the 
people  been  properly  and  fairly  repre- 
sented, that  monopoly,  so  grinding  to  the 
poor,  never  could  have  been  placed  upon 
the  statute-book  of  ihe  country.  If  the 
people  had  been  properly  represented  in 
that  House,  such  a  monopoly  never  would 
have  existed  as  that  of  the  Corn-laws,  and 
if  that  body  were  even  now  fairly  repre- 
sented, there  would  in  the  present  day  be 
no  question  as  between  the  establishment 
of  a  fixed  duty  or  a  sliding  scale,  but 
the  question  would  be,  whether  the  law 
should  not  be  altogether  repealed.  If 
there  had  been  a  fair  representation  of  the 
country  in  that  House,  bow  was  it  possi- 
ble that  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  of 
England  could  have  been  reduced  to  the 
present  state  of  distress  and  privation 
under  which  it  was  notorious  they  were 
suffering?  It  was  a  matter  of  utter  im- 
possibility, that  such  a  state  of  things 
could  have  been  arrived  at.  The  amend- 
ment which  he  had  the  honour  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  House  on  thai  occasion, 
stated,  that 

**  We  feel  it  to  be  our  dutv  to  consider  the 
means  of  so  extending  and  regulating  the 
suffrage,  and  of  adopting  such  improvements 
in  the  system  of  voting,  as  will  confer  on  the 
working  classes  that  just  weight  in  the  repre- 1 
aentative  body,  which  is  necessary  to  secure  a  * 


due  consideration  of  their  interestSi  and  which 

their  present  patient  endurance  of  suffering 
gives  them  the  strongest  title  to  claim." 

The  question,  then,  which  was  here  put 
to  the  House,  and  which  he  was  desirous 
of  obtaining  an  expression  of  opinion  on, 
was  not,  as  to  the  adoption  of  any  parti- 
cular description  of  suffrage,  but  with  a 
view  to  gain  a  manifestation  of  a  disposi* 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  regulate 
the  system  of  voting  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  the  population..  He  did  not 
call  upon  the  House  to  pledge  them, 
selves  in  his  peculiar  opinions  alone, 
but  he  was  anxious  to  obtain  an  evi- 
dence on  their  part  of  an  inclination  or  a 
disposition  to  take  the  subject  into  consi* 
deration,  with  a  view  to  the  attainment 
of  a  better  representation  of  the  people, 
so  as  to  provide  some  means  of  pro- 
tection to  the  voter  against  bribery,  in- 
timidation, corruption,  and  undue  influ- 
ence. It  had  been  said,  that  it  would  be  a 
dangerous  experiment  to  extend  the  suf- 
frage to  the  working  classes;  but  that 
was  an  assertion  that  he  would  take  upon 
himself  to  deny  the  truth  of.  The  work- 
ing men  had  as  great  an  interest  in  the 
well-being  and  prosperity  of  the  country 
as  any  other  class  of  her  Majesty's  subl 
jects  [Crie9  of  ••  Queshon."]  —  The 
working  men  felt  as  great  an  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  country  as  any 
other  class  of  persons — the  more  so  as 
they  were  well  aware  that  their  employ- 
ment, whereby  they  obtained  the  means 
of  their  existence,  depended  mainly  on 
the  maintensnce  of  the  tranquillity  and 
prosperity  of  the  country.  It  had  been 
also  said,  that  if  the  benefits  of  the  fran- 
chise were  to  be  given  to  them  they  would 
be  liable  to  corruption  ;  but  let  them  tell 
the  House  that  that  would  not  be  so  if 
there  were  not  a  higher  class  to  corrupt 
them.  Was  there  corruption  amongst  the 
working  classes?  If  there  were,  allow  him 
to  ask  from  whom  did  that  corruption 
proceed  ?  It  had  likewise  been  stated,  that 
the  working  classes,  if  the  right  of  exer- 
cising the  franchise  were  to  be  given  to 
them,  would  be  open  and  liable  to  undue 
influence.  That  was  another  proposition 
which  he  wOuld  take  upon  himself  to  deny. 
Let  him  ask,  however,  in  what  other  class 
of  her  Majesty's  subjects  there  had  been 
shown  so  much  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
jmblic  liberty  as  in  the  ranks  of  the  work- 
mg  men?  He  was  prepared  to  contend 
that  the  British  constitutiopr^h 
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ibanded  on  the  great  principle  that  the 
whole  of  the  peoj^e  should  be  fairly  and 
equally  represented  in  Parliament.  The 
truth  of  that  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tion was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the 
House  of  Lords  was  supposed  to  represent 
the  monied  or  rich  classes » the  aristo- 
cracy*—whilst  the  House  of  Commons  was 
conceived,  as  it  had  been  intended,  to  re- 
present the  feelings,  the  views,  the  inter- 
ests, and  the  sentiments  of  the  people  at 
large.  The  manifest  intention  of  the 
framers  of  that  constitution  had  been  in 
reality  that  the  one  House  should  be,  as 
it  were,  a  check  upon  the  other.  If  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
would  but  favour  him  with  their  attention 
be  would  call  upon  them  to  support  his 
amendment.  He  called  upon  those  Mem- 
bers to  show  by  supporting  his  motion  that 
they  had  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  people.  Let  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
-^ihose  especially  who  were  to  constitute 
a  part  of  the  new  Administration— upon 
that  occasion,  establish  for  themselves 
some  degree  of  popularity  with  the  people, 
by  not  setting  up  in  opposition  to  his  pro- 
position. The  present  Government  had 
gained  an  anpopularity  with  the  country, 
because  they  had  ceased  to  advocate,  as 
in  former  days,  popular  rights.  Let,  then, 
the  supporters  of  the  Government  that 
was  in  eipectancy  prove,  that  they  were 
the  friends  of  the  people,  by  giving  their 
votes  in  favour  of  his  amendment,  and 
thereby  voting  in  favour  of  an  extension 
of  the  franchise.  If  they  refused  to  adopt 
that  course,  it  would  be  an  admission  on 
their  partf  that  the  majority  which  they 
appeared  to  possess  in  that  Home,  was 
not  the  majority  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people.  He  would  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers on  the  other  side  of  the  House  by 
what  means  it  had  been,  that  they  had 
gained  their  present  majority?  Had  it 
been  by  the  support  of  the  majority  of  the 
electors,  and  in  opposition  to  the  views  of 
the  people  t  If  that  were  so,  then  he  was 
willing  to  admit,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
those  hon.  Members  to  endeavour  to 
maintain  the  right  of  franchise  at  its  pre- 
sent standing.  But  if  that  were  not  the 
casOi  but  that  thej  had  been  returned  by 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  then  he  called 
upon  them  to  show,  by  supporting  his 
amendment,  that  they  had  a  feeling  for 
the  interests  of  that  people  by  consenting 
10  an  eiteiuk)a  of  the  franchise.     If| 
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however,  those  hon.  Members,  declined 
to  adopt  that  course,  then  it  would  be 
considered  as  an  admission  on  their  part 
that  their  majority  in  that  House  was  not 
a  majority  in  accordance  either  with  the 
wishes  of  the  people,  or  a  majority  in  ad- 
vocacy of  the  interests  of  that  body.  He 
believed  the  fact  to  be,  that  the  great 
power  which  had  been  obtained  by  the 
party  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  was 
attributable,  not  to  the  circumstance  of 
the  people's  being  favourable  to  their 
principles,  but  to  the  fact  that  they  had 
become  disgusted  with  the  conduct  of 
those  to  whom  they  had  intrusted  the  ad- 
vocacy and  the  protection  of  their  rights. 
He  called  on  the  Administration  of  the 
country  not  to  oppose  the  amendment  he 
had  proposed.  As  the  Ministry  of  the 
country,  how  was  it  that  they  had  not  the 
majority  of  the  voices  of  the  electors  ?  It 
was  because  the  voice  of  the  electors  was 
not  the  voice  of  the  people  at  large.  He 
besought  the  Ministers,  then,  to  increase 
their  power,  by  giving  to  the  majority  that 
franchise  which  they  did  not  now  possess, 
and  he  called  on  them  to  give  their  sup- 
port to  his  proposition  —  a  proposition 
which  had  for  its  object  an  extension  of 
the  elective  rights  to  those  who  were  at 
present  deprived  of  them.  If  the  Minis- 
ters would  but  rely  on  the  people,  their 
power  and  strength  would  in  no  way  be 
impaired.  He  called  on  them  to  advocate 
popular  rights  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
had  done  in  former  days.  If  they  were  to 
do  that,  they  would  soon  be  restored  to 
their  former  places.  He  acknowledged 
many  services  which  the  country  had  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment; but,  whilst  he  did  that,  he  could 
not  refrain  from  pointing  out  what  he  con- 
ceived to  have  been  their  errors.  He 
must  ever  lament  that  one  of  the  greatest 
errors  of  which  they  had  been  guilty — an 
error,  too,  allow  him  to  say,  that  had  been 
the  source  of  all  the  evils  which  had  ac- 
crued in  the  career  of  the  Government, . 
was  their  abandonment  of  the  Irish  appro- 
priation clause.  Upon  every  consideration 
he  felt  that  he  had  a  right  to  look  to  the 
Government  for  support  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. In  what  other  way  could  they  suc- 
cessfully oppose  what  had  been  properly 
described  as  the  Chandos  clause,  but  by  an 
extension  of  the  suffrage  ?  [Oh,  oh,]  He 
was  extremely  sorry  that  the  subject  which 
he  had  brought  forward  did  not  appear  to 
posaeu  sufficient  importance  to  eommUBd 
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the  attention  of  the  House.  [Increased 
signs  of  impatience,]  He  conceived  the 
qoestion  to  be  of  the  utmost  impor- 
taoce  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun* 
try,  and  yet  the  House  seemed  entirely 
deaf  to  the  arguments  which  he  had  ad- 
vanced. The  hon.  Member  concluded 
[the  House  being  very  impatient]  by 
moving  that  the  additional  paragraph  be 
added  to  the  Address. 

Colonel  Johnson  felt  great  pleasure  in 
seconding  the  amendment,  in  which  he 
fully  concurred.  It  fully  embodied  his 
own  opinions.  It  had  been  impossible 
for  him  to  vote  for  the  original  Address, 
because  that  would  have  implied  an  ap* 
proval  of  all  the  measures  of  the  Adminis- 
tration ;  and  he  considered  that  they  had 
been  guilty  of  a  wasteful  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  and  of  an  unjust  and 
impolitic  interference  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  foreign  powers,  acting,  there- 
fore, against  the  principle  they  had  laid 
down  on  taking  office.  He  had  not,  on 
the  other  hand,  been  able  to  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Member  for  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire,  for  that  would  have 
implied  confidence  on  the  other  side.  And 
on  looking  back  to  years  past,  and  recol- 
lecting the  misconduct  of  former  Tory 
Governments,  he  could  not  say  that  he 
could  repose  any  confidence  wnatever  in 
them.  There  was  nothing  in  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  last  night  but 
flowing  words.  It  was  true  that  at  the 
late  elections,  he  had  by  one  means  and 
another  obtained  a  majority  in  that 
House,  and  he  had  a  majority  in  the 
House  of  Lords ;  but  there  was  one  thing 
wanting,  he  had  not  the  voice  of  the 
people  with  him,  nor  their  good  will,  and 
he  must  materially  alter  his  conduct  be- 
fore he  could  expect  to  obtain  it.  He 
would  give  his  cordial  support  to  the  pre- 
sent amendment,  because  he  believed  that 
it  stated  what  was  perfectly  true,  that  the 
present  state  of  distress  of  the  country 
arose  mainly  from  the  want  of  a  due  re- 
presentation ;  and  till  there  was  this  and 
some  arrangement  of  the  debt,  this  coun- 
try never  would  prosper. 

Mr.  Ward^  amidst  much  confusion,  said, 
that  concurring,  as  it  was  well  known  that 
he  did,  in  all  the  principles  which  were 
involved  in  the  amendment  of  the  hon. 
Member,  he  wished  to  state  to  the  House 
in  a  very  few  words  the  reasons  why  he 
felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  decline  giving  his 
ioppori  to  that  amendment  on  the  present 
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occasion.  He  was  not  one  of  those  who 
like  the  hon.  Member  behind,  though 
that  with  the  conveniences  or  practices  o 
the  Parliament  they  had  nothing  whateve 
to  do.  In  his  opinion,  the  more  importan 
the  question — and  a  more  important  qoea 
tion  than  that  before  the  House  was  no 
to  be  found— the  more  cautious  and  th 
more  careful  ought  they  to  be  in  the  man 
ner  and  in  the  time  of  its  discussion.  Fo 
himself,  in  this  instance,  he  was  bound  t 
say,  that  he  could  not  but  regard  it  as  a 
insult  offered  to  the  popular  interests  i 
that  House  to  bring  forward  a  question  ( 
the  magnitude  of  that  which  was  involve 
in  this  motion  at  a  moment  when  thei 
was  no  Minister  present — at  a  time  to( 
when,  in  fact,  he  might  say,  that  thei 
was  no  Ministry  in  existence.  The  Mil 
istry  must,  in  fact,  be  looked  upon  as  d< 
funct,  whilst  the  Ministry  which  was  i 
be  constituted  had  not  yet  been  forme< 
Was  such  a  moment,  then,  a  fit  time  f( 
such  a  proposition  as  this,  to  be  dashe< 
as  it  were,  upon  the  waters,  without  tl 
slightest  caution— without  the  slighte 
consultation,  or  without  the  slightest  coi 
sideration — was  that,  he  asked,  a  prop 
time  to  put  forth  such  a  question— -a  que 
tion  upon  which  no  five  men  in-  the  Houi 
had  been  consulted,  and  with  regard  i 
which  no  ten  men  were  agreed  as  to  tl 
course  to  be  pursued  in  the  event  of  i 
being  carried — was  that  a  time  to  laum 
such  a  question  to  take  its  chance  of  a| 
proval  or  defeat,  and  having  done  so,  the 
to  call  the  present  a  test  of  popular  prii 
ciples  ?  He  denied  that  it  could  be  look< 
upon  in  anything  like  the  light  of  a  test 
those  opinions,  and  therefore  although  1 
would  not  record  his  vote  against  princ 
pies  in  which  he  fully  concurred,  he  sbou 
not,  for  the  causes  he  had  just  stated,  1 
found  voting  in  favour  of  the  moti( 
which  had  been  brought  forward  in  so  i 
convenient  a  manner.  Although  it  was 
matter  of  notoriety  that  be  did  not  coi 
cide  in  the  political  views  or  principles 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite,  still  ] 
was  prepared  to  state  to  the  House  that  1 
considered  the  right  hon.  Baronet  w 
fully  entitled  to  a  fair  and  unprejudio 
consideration  of  those  measures  and  que 
tions  which  he  intended  to  bring  forwai 
questions  in  respect  of  which  the  rig 
hon.  Baronet  had  on  the  previous  nig 
assumed  the  entire  responsibility.  He  r 
garded  the  right  hon.  Baronet  as  the  r 
presentative  of  the  majority  in  that  Hou 
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of  the  representati?e8  of  the  constitttency ' 
of  the  country,  and  therefore  he  held  that 
the  right  hon.  Qentlemaa  was  fairly  enti- 
tled to  the  respectful  consideration  of  his 
measures.  At  the  same  time  he  would  de- 
clare that  he  had  no  confidence  in  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  and  he  had  little  hope 
that  any  measures  which  he  might  bring 
forward  would  be  calculated  to  be  produc- 
tive of  good  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
people*  Notwithstanding  that  conviction, 
however,  he  felt  that  he  was  bound  to 
give  those  measures  his  most  respectful 
attention  and  consideration ;  and  that  at- 
tention and  that  consideration  they  should 
have.  He  deemed  it  no  more  than  an  act 
of  common  justice  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet that  he  should  have  time  to  consider 
his  measures  previously  to  his  assuming 
the  reigns  of  Government.  With  respect 
to  the  proposition  before  the  House,  he 
must  beg  to  decline  to  commit  himself  by 
voting  for  it,  having  been,  as  it  had, 
brought  forward  at  such  an  unfavourable 
moment.  But  whilst  he  should  not  sup- 
port the  motion,  he  should  not  record  his 
vote  against  it,  and  therefore,  if  it  were 
pressed  to  a  division,  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty  to  withdraw  from  the  House. 

Mr.  Roebuck  fully  concurred  in  the  ob- 
servations which  had  just  fallen  from  his 
hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for  Sheffield. 
His  sentiments  with  resiiect  to  the  princi- 

Eles  of  the  motion  could  not  be  doubted ; 
ut,  like  his  hon.  Friend,  he  thought  that 
the  present  moment,  there  being  no  re- 
sponsible Government,  to  deal  with  the 
question,  was  so  ill-timed  and  so  ill- 
judged  for  bringing  such  an  important 
subject  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  that  most  undoubtedly  he  should 
decline  voting  upon  it.  Besides,  it  was  as 
clear  as  the  light  of  day,  that  the  majority 
of  that  House  was  represented  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite,  and  it  was  no  more 
than  common  justice  that  he  should  be 
placed  in  a  fair  position.  That  the  right  hon. 
baronet  stood  on  the  high  ground  he  had 
described  him  to  occupy,  had  been  fully 
established  by  the  division  of  the  preced- 
ing night.  That  being  so,  it  was  just  to 
the  opinions  of  the  majority  of  the  con- 
stituency, that  a  fair  opportunity  should 
be  afforded  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to 
bring  forward  his  measures.  Individually 
he  thought,  that  the  people  would  be 
disappointed  in  their  expectations  in  re- 
ference to  those  measures,  but,  notwith- 
•tandin^  XheX  such  was  bis  own  conYiction 


upon  the  subject,  still  it  was  but  right 
that  they  should  wait  until  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  been  fairly  installed  in  office, 
and  then,  that  they  should  be  prepared  to 
give  him  and  his  measures  a  fair  trial. 
He  was  himself  determined  to  give  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  and  his  friends  that 
fair  trial.  Well,  then,  further  allow  him 
to  say,  that  questions  of  such  magnitude 
as  that  embraced  by  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  behind,  ought  not  to  be 
brought  forward  at  the  tail  of  a  long  and 
tiresome  debate,  at  a  time,  too,  when 
there  was  no  responsible  Government. 
He  was  not  afraid  of  compromising  him- 
self by  the  declaration  of  his  opinion  with 
regard  to  this  proceeding,  because  his 
principles  and  sentiments  upon  the  subject 
were  well  known.  But  to  bring  forward 
a  motion  of  that  description  at  such  a 
moment,  was,  he  conceived,  a  great  want 
of  respect  to  the  country.  He  would  not 
peril  the  question  by  voting  upon  it ;  but, 
if  a  division  were  called  for,  he  should 
think  it  his  duty  to  take  up  his  hat  and 
withdraw  from  the  House. 

Mr.  Wallace  differed  with  the  two  last 
speakers.  [Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Roebuck,  and* 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  Members  quitted  the 
House.]  He  did  not  regret  the  departure 
of  his  Friends,  those  who  remained  could 
maintain  their  principles  well  enough 
without  the  leadership  of  the  hon.  Mem* 
bers  who  had  deserted  them.  He  was 
not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  Parlia* 
mentary  rule  against  the  introduction  of 
such  a  motion  as  the  present,  even  though 
the  time  selected  was  during  the  absence 
of  Ministers,  or  though  it  were  in  the  pre- 
sence of  their  successors  alone.  If»  how- 
ever, he  were  to  receive  an  intimation 
from  the  Speaker,  that  there  was  such  a 
rule,  then,  of  couse,  he  should  most  wil- 
lingly be  bound  by  that  intimation.  In 
his  opinion  the  amendment  then  before 
the  House,  was  a  most  judicious  and  a 
most  timely  one,  and  he  considered,  that 
the  hon.  Member  was  entitled  to  the 
thanks  of  the  House  and  the  country  for 
having  brought  it  forward.  At  all  events 
he  felt  himself  to  be  individually  indebted 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  having  done  so. 
The  question  was,  whether  or  not  this 
were  the  proper  time  to  discuss  this  motion. 
He  thought  the  motion  was  most  judicious 
and  timely,  and  he  disputed  the  judgment 

Iof  those  hon.  Members  who  had  left  the 
House.  Notwithstanding  the  scene  which 
had  just  taken  place,  hon.  Members  oppp^t 
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aite  would  be  much  misUkeD  if  they  sup* 
{Msed  that  any  division  existed  in  the 
Radical  ranks.  His  opinions  were  well 
known,  and  he  defied  any  man  to  say  he 
was  ever  afraid  of  announcing  them. 
He  hoped  the  occurrences  of  this  day 
would  reach  the  ear  of  the  Sovereign  in- 
directly, for  he  knew  it  could  not  reach 
her  directly,  and  that  her  Majesty  would 
know  that  a  certain  number  of  the  House 
of  Commons  were  willing  and  ready  to 
support  an  extension  of  the  suffrage.  He 
should  give  his  cordial  support  to  the  amend- 
ment, with  thanks  to  the  hon.  Member  who 
had  brought  it  forward. 

Mr.  T.  Duncombe  was  not  surprised, 
that,  after  consuming  the  time  of  the 
House  for  s^me  days  in  a  most  unpro- 
fitable debate,  hon.  Members  should  not 
like  such  a  discussion  on  the  present 
occasion,  though  followed  by  another 
defeat.  He  said,  an  unprofitable  debate, 
because  not  one  word  of  hope,  of  comfort, 
or  consolation,  was  offered  to  the  indus- 
trious millions  of  this  country.  The  whole 
scene  that  had  occurred  was  worthy  of  the 
House — not  only  what  occurred  then,  but 
what  occurred  for  the  last  four  nights, 
and  even  this  long  time  past.  Hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  might  well  triumph  when 
they  saw  this  division  in  the  ranks  of  the 
popular  representatives.  He  considered 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  exercised  his 
right  to  propote  any  measure  he  thought 
fit  at  any  time  he  pleased,  and  especially 
upon  an  Address  to  the  Crown.  The  hon. 
Member  was  but  discharging  his  conscien- 
tious duty ;  and  when  hon.  Gentlemen 
^id,  he  had  no  right  to  propose  his 
amendment  without  consulting  them,  they 
quitted  the  House,  and  left  them  in  the 
bands  of  their  enemies.  He  liked  to  see 
open  and  manly  eneroiefi  better  than  pro- 
fessing friends.  He  himself  would  vote 
for  the  amendment,  because  it  was  con- 
sistent with  his  former  actions.  In  the 
year  1839,  he  proposed  a  very  similar 
amendment  upon  an  Address  to  the  Crown. 
He  than  proposed*- 

**  To  assure  her  Majesty,  that  as  the  amend- 
ment of  the  representative  system  enacted  in 
1832,  has  disappointed  her  Majesty's  people, 
and  as  that  measure  is  not,  and  cannot  be 
final,  her  Majesty's  faithful  Commons  will 
take  into  further  consideration  the  further 
reform  of  the  Commons  House  of  Parlia- 
ment." 

That,  in  fact,  was  the  essence  of  the 
present  amendment,  to  which  he  could  not 
tut   give   his   assent.     Eighty-six  Re- 


formers voted  for  his  amendment,  and 
426  Members  against  it.  He  doubted 
very  much  whether  that  majority  would 
not  be  considerably  increased  now.  If  it 
were,  to  what  conclusion  would  the  people 
of  England  come,  except  that  there  was  a 
greater  proof  the  House  required  further 
reform?  He  thought  his  hon.  Friend, 
the  Member  for  Rochdale,  was  perfectly 
justified  in  standing  upon  his  right  to 
bring  forward  his  motion  for  a  great  prin- 
ciple, and  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  it,  and  he  was  about  to  give  him 
his  support.  He  did  not  believe,  that  the 
present  motion  would  do  any  harm  to  the 
cause  of  reform.  It  was  totally  impossi- 
ble, that  the  present  state  of  the  repre- 
sentation could  be  satisfactory  to  the 
people,  or  that  it  could  much  longer  con- 
tinue. He  knew,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  considered  the  Reform  Bill  an 
irrevocable  and  final  settlement  of  the 
question  of  the  representation,  but  they 
would  feel  no  peace  or  contentment  in 
the  country  till  the  question  was  resettled, 
and  the  base  of  the  representation  ex- 
tended.  He  presented  last  Session  a 
petition  signed  by  1,400,000  persons,  for 
an  extension  of  the  suffrage,  and  such  a 
manifestation  was  well  worthy  of  deep 
consideration.  He  trusted,  that  there 
would  be  many  more  petitions  of  a  similar 
nature.  It  was  a  matter  of  perfect  indif- 
ference whether  two,  twenty,  or  200  per- 
sons voted  for  the  amendment,  but  he 
hoped  it  would  be  persevered  in.  He 
would  give  it  his  most  cordial  support. 

Dr.  ^ofirrifigsaid,  he  would  support  the 
motion  of  his  hon.  Friend,  and  he  would 
try«  in  the  midst  of  the  dejection  which 
would  be  caused  in  the  country  by  that 
morning's  division,  to  infuse  into  it  one 
drop  of  sweetness  by  his  own  vote. 

Mr.  W.  Williams  was  not  surprised  at 
interruption,  when  the  people's  grievances 
were  under  discussion^  and  that  he  had 
perfect  patience  to  wait  till  the  House 
would  listen  to  him.  He  saw  no  majpc 
influence  in  the  Treasury  Bench,  that 
should  prevent  any  hon.  Gentleman  from 
expressing  his  opinion^  or  should  prevent 
the  House  laying  its  fcelinss  at  the  foot  of 
the  Throne,  if  that  Bench  were  unoccu- 
pied. He  did  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine 
that  the  House  ought  not  to  express  an 
opinion  UTiless  it  was  also  the  opinion  of 
the  Minister  of  the  day.  He  thought,  that 
when  the  House  of  Commons  was  called 
upon  to  vote  an  Address,  it  was  to  contain 
the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons^  and 
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not  the  opinioa  of  any  minister ;  but  if  the 

Srinciple  which  hod  been  laid  down  bj  hon. 
lembers  who  had  left  the  House  were 
correct,  the  House  had  no  right,  and  it 
would  be  contrary  to  the  assumed  practice 
of  the  House,  to  express  any  opinion  con* 
trary  to  that  of  the  Minister  for  the  time 
being.  He  would  support  the  amendment 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale.  What 
did  the  amendment  propose  ?  Her  Ma- 
jesty, in  her  Speech,  stated,  that  there  was 
distress  among  the  people  of  this  country, 
and  proofs  had  been  furnished  during  the 
course  of  the  debate,  that  the  distress  ex- 
isted to  an  extent  unknown  before.  What 
did  the  hon.  Member  state  by  his  amend- 
ment? Why,  that  the  people  were  not 
represented  in  that  House,  and  he  concur- 
red  in  that  opinion,  and  that  that  was  the 
cause  of  their  distresses.  That  was  the 
opinion  of  millions  in  this  country.  They 
complained  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other  of  their  distresses,  and  the  cause 
of  it— that  th^  were  not  represented  in 
that  House,  The  hon.  Member  for  Roch* 
dale  wished  to  communicate  the  fact  to  her 
Majesty,  and  such  being  his  object,  was  he 
to  be  told,  that  because  they  had  no  re- 
sponsible Minister  they  were  not  to  make 
such  a  representation  ?  Since  he  had  sat 
in  that  House  he  had  not  been  a  party 
man,  and  whatever  support  he  had  given 
to  Ministers,  was  not  to  the  men,  but  to 
their  measures.  He  would  tell  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  that  he  would  act  towards 
him  precisely  as  he  had  done  with  respect 
to  the  present  Ministers.  He  would  give 
his  most  cordial  support  to  every  measure, 
that  should  be  brought  forward  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  if  he  thought  the  pro« 
posals  good,  and  that  the  measures  were 
calculated  to  benefit  the  country.  He 
would  not  detain  the*  House  further,  but 
he  must  protest  against  the  doctrine,  that 
whea  an  Address  to  the  Crown  oip  this 
kind  was  being  considered,  no  opinions 
were  to  be  expressed  contrary  to  the  Min- 
ister of  the  day,  and  no  representations 
made  to  the  Crown  of  the  people's  wishes, 
unless  the  Treasury  benches  were  filled. 

Mr.  Protheroe  had  withdrawn  from  the 
House  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield, 
but  in  oonsequenoe  of  what  had  been  stated 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury,  with 
respect  to  the  ajpeement  between  the 
course  taken  in  a  former  year  and  this  year 
he  wished  to  make  one  observation.  He 
had  given  his  cordial  support  to  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  Member,  but  there  was  this 
dlstiuction  between  the  time  at  which  that 


was  brought  forward  and  the  present. 
There  was  no  Government  at  present  in 
existence,  and  he  thought  it  respectful, 
both  to  the  past  and  future  Ministers,  not 
to  enter  upon  such  a  discussion  as  thu 
without  some  Advisers  of  the  Crown  being 
appointed.  In  the  former  year,  there  were 
Ministers  in  office,  and  such  as  they  might 
consistently  think  they  could  iufluenoe. 
He  only  wished  again  to  express  his  opin« 
ion,  that  there  ought  to  be  an  improve- 
ment in  the  Reform  Act,  but  he  could  not 
vote  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale^ 
because  he  did  not  think  such  a  course 
would  be  respectful  to  the  Reform  Bill  it- 
self; and,  because,  however  much  he 
might  regret  the  advent  to  office  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  he  could  recognise  in 
him  only  the  representative  of  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  that  House.  He  should, 
therefore,  take  that  opportunity  of  with- 
drawing. 

Mr.  Turner,  although  he  thought  the 
constituency  ought  to  be  enlarsed,  especi- 
ally in  the  counties,  still,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  present  time,  he  could 
not  consistently  vote  for  the  amendment  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale. 

Colonel  \Eanfdon  could  not  agree  with 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield,  that  this 
was  an  improper  time  for  considering  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  Member.  He  thought 
the  motion  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  of  the  constitution.  They  were 
on  the  eve  of  a  change  of  Government 
The  first  act  of  a  new  Government  would 
be  to  ask  for  a  vote  of  credit.  Then,  be* 
fore  granting  money,  they  ought  to  discuss, 
at  least  they  ought  to  make  the  grievances 
of  the  people  known,  and  to  require  a  re- 
dress. As  he  thought,  that  the  franchise 
was  not  sufficiently  extended,  he  could  not 
refuse  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Rochdale.  He  was  sorry, 
that  there  was  any  division  on  that  side  of 
the  House,  but  he  must  carry  out  his  own 
opinions  honestly  and  fearlessly. 

Several  more  hon.  Members  from  the 
Ministerial  side  left  the  House^  which  di- 
vided on  the  question  that  the  words  moved 
by  Mr.  Crawford  be  added:— Ayes  39; 
Noes  283 :  Majority  244. 


List  qf  the  Ayes. 


Aglionby^  H.  A. 
Bell,  J. 
Blake,  M. 
Blake,  M.  J. 
Blake,  Sir  V. 
Biewitt,  R.  J. 


Bowring,  Dr. 
Bridgeman,  H. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Butler,  boa.  Colonel 
Cobden,  R« 
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£lphiii8tODe>  H. 
Ewart,  W. 
Fleetwood,  Sir  P«  H. 
Gibson,  T.  M. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Hay,  Sir  A.  L, 
Hiil,  Lord  M. 
Hindley,  C. 
Johnson,  General 
Johnston,  A. 
Layard,  Captain 
Marsland,  H. 
Murphy,  F.  S. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
O'Brien,  C. 


O'Brien,  J. 

Pechell,  Captain 
Powell,  C. 
Rawdon,  Colonel 
Rennie,  G. 
Bundle,  J. 
Seale,  Sir  J.  H. 
WaUace,  R. 
Wason,  R. 
Williams,  W, 
Wilson,  M. 
Yorke,  H.  R, 

TELLERS. 

Crawford,  S. 
Duncombe,  T. 


List  of  the  Noes. 


Acland,  Sir  T.  D. 
Acland,  T.  D. 
A'Court,  Captain 
Ackers,  J. 
Acton,  Colonel 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
Alexander,  N. 
AUix,J.  P. 
Arbuthnott,  bon.  H. 
Archdall,  M. 
Ashley,  Lord 
Ashley,  bon.  H» 
Bagge,  W. 
Bailey,  J. 
Bailey,  J.  jna. 
Baillie,  Colonel 
Baillie,  H.  J« 
Baird,  W. 
Baldwin,  C.  B. 
Balfour,  J.  M« 
Bankes,  G. 
Baring,  bon.  W.  B. 
Bameby,  J. 
Barrington,  Viscount 
Baskerrille,  T.  B.  M. 
Bateson,  Sir  R. 
Beckett,  W. 
Bell,  M. 
Benett,  J. 
Bentinck,  Lord  Q, 
Beresford,  Captain 
Beresford,  Major 
Blackbume,  J.  !• 
Blackstone,  W.  S. 
BlakemoreL  R. 
Bodkin,  W.  H. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Borthwick,  P. 
Boscawen  Rose,  Lofd 
Botfield,  B. 
Bradshaw,  J. 
Bramston,  T.  W. 
Broadley,  H« 
Broadwood,  H« 
Brooke,  Sir  A.  B. 
Brownrigg,  J*  S. 
Bruce,  Lord  £• 
Bruce,  C.  L.  C. 
Bruce,  Lord, 
Back,  L.  W. 


Buckley,  E. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Bunbury,  T. 
Burdett,  Sir  F. 
Campbell,  Sir  H* 
Campbell,  A« 
Carnegie,  hon«  Capt. 
Chapman,  A. 
Charteris,  hon.  F. 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
Cholmondeley,  hn.H. 
Christmas,  W. 
Christopher,  R.  A. 
Chute,  W.  L.  W. 
Clayton,  R.  R. 
Clements,  H.  J. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clive,  bon.  R.  H. 
Codrington,  C.  W. 
Cole,  bon.  A.  H. 
Colville,  C.  R. 
Connolly,  Colonel 
Copeland,  Mr.  Aid. 
Corry,  right  boo.  U. 
CresswelT,  B. 
Cripps,  W. 
Crosse,  T.  B. 
Darner,  bon.  Colonel 
Darby,  G. 
Darlington,  Earl  of 
Denison,  £.  B, 
Dick,  Q. 
Dickinson,  F«  H« 
Dodd,  G. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  £. 
Douglas,  J.  D.  S. 
Du  Pre,  C.  G. 
East,  J.  B. 
Eaton,  R.  J. 
Ebrington,  ^^8C0ttnt 
Egerton,  W.  T. 
Egerton,  Lord  F. 
Eliot,  Lord 
Emlyn,  Viscount 
Escott,  B. 
Estcourt,  T.  G.  B, 
Famham,  E.  B. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R«  A. 
Feilden,  W| 


Ferrand,  W.  B. 
Filmer,  Sir  E. 
Fitzharrit,  Viscount 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Follett,  Sir  W.  W. 
Forbes,  W. 
Forester,  bn.G.C.W, 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,  J.  Milnes 
Godson,  R. 
Gordon,  hn.  Captain 
Gore,  M. 
Gore,  W.  O. 
Gore,  W.  O. 
Goring,  C. 
Goulbum,  rt.  hn.  H, 
Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
Granby,  Marquess  of 
Greenall,  P. 
Greene,  T, 
Grimsditch,  T. 
Griraston,  Viscount 
Grogan,  £. 
Hale,  R.  B. 
Halford,  H. 
Hamilton,  C.  J.  B. 
Hamilton,  J. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Hardinge,Tt.  hn.  Sir  H. 
Hawkes,  T. 
Beathcote,  Sir  W. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Herbert  hon.  S. 
HiUsborough,  Earl  of 
Hinde,  J.  H. 
Hodgson,  F. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Holdsworth,  J. 
Houldsworth,  T. 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Hope,  A, 
Hope,  G.  W, 
Hornby,  J. 
Hughes,  W.  B. 
Ingestre,  Viscount 
Inglii,  Sir  R.  H. 
Jackson,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Johnstone,  H. 
JoUiffe,SirW.G.H. 
Jones,  Captain 
Jones,  J. 
Kemble,  H« 
Ker,  D.  S. 
Kerrison,  Sir  E. 
Kirk,  P. 
Knight,  H.  G. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Knightley,  Sir  C. 
Law,  bon.  C.  E. 
Lawson,  A. 
Legh,  G.  C. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
Lennox,  Lord  A* 
Liddell,  hon.  H.  T* 


Lincoln,  Eari  of 
Lindaay,  H.  H. 
Litton,  £. 
Lockhart,  W. 
Lopes,  Sir  R. 
Lowther,  J.  H. 
Lowther  \iscount, 
Lowther,  hon.  Col. 
Lygon,  hon.  Gen. 
Mackenzie,  T. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
Mackinnon,  W.  A. 
Maclean,  D. 
MacGeachy,  F.  A. 
Mahon,  Viscount 
Mainwaring,  T. 
Manners,  Lord  C« 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
March,  Earl  of 
idarsham.  Viscount 
Martin,  C.  W, 
Martyn,  C.  C. 
Marton,  G« 
Masterman,  J. 
Maunsell,  T.  P. 
Meynell,  Colonel 
Miles,  P.  W.  S. 
Morgan,  O. 
Mundy,  E.  M. 
Murray,  C.  R.  S. 
Neeld,  J, 
Newry,  Viscount 
Nicholl,  J. 
Norreys,  Lord 
Northland,  Viscoui 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
Packe,C.  W. 
Pakington,  J.  S. 
Patten,  J.  W. 
Peel,  rt.  hn.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Pemberton,  T. 
Pennant,  hon.  Col 
Perceml,  Col. 
Philips,  M. 
Planta,  rt.  hn.  J. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Polhill,F. 
Pollington,  Viscoui 
Powell,  Colonel 
Praed,  W.  T. 
Price,  R4 
Pringle,  A. 
Rae,  rt  hn.  Sir  Wi 
Rashleigb,  W. 
Reade,  W.  M. 
Richards,  R. 
Rolleston,  Colonel 
Rose,  rt  hn.  Sir  G 
Round,  J. 
Rushbrooke,  Color 
Russell,  C. 
Russell,  J.  D.  W. 
Ryder,  hon.  G.  D. 
Scott,  bon.  F. 
Seymour,  Sir  H.  B 
ShaWi  rt»  hoD»  F« 
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Sheppard.T. 
Shirley,  E.  J. 
Shirley,  E.  P. 
Sibtborp,  Colonel 
Smythe,  hon.  6. 
Smollett,  A. 
Somerset,  Lord  6. 
Sotheran,  T.  H.  S. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stanley^  £. 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  H. 
Stnrt,  H.  C. 
Sugdeo,rt.hD.SirE.D. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  T,  E. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
Thesiger,  F. 
Thomhill,  G. 
Tomline,  6. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trevor,  hon.  O,  R. 
Trollope,  Sir  J. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tamor,  C. 


Tyrell,SirJ.T. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Verc,  Sir  C.  B. 
Vemer,  Colonel 
Vernon,  G.  H. 
Vesey,  hon.  T. 
VilUers,  Viscount 
Vivian,  J.  £. 
Waddington,  H.  S. 
Welby,  6.  E. 
West,  J.  B. 
Wigney,  I.  N. 
Wigram,  J. 
Wilbrahan,  hn.  R.  B. 
Wilmot,  Sir  J.  £. 
Wodehouse,  E. 
Worsley,  Lord 
Wortley,  hon.  J.  S. 
Wyndham,  Colonel 
Wyndham,  W. 
Yorke,  hon.  £.  T. 
Young,  J. 

TELLEBS. 

Fremantle,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  H. 


Sir  R.  Peel  obeerved,  that  upon  occa- 
aions  similar  to  the  present  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary that  another  motion  should  be 
made.  That  motion  was,  that  her  Majes- 
ty's Speech  should  be  taken  into  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House.  In  order  thvt  by 
no  poflsilnlity  any  disrespect  might  be  sup- 
posed to  be  offered  to  the  Crown,  he  should 
take  the  liberty  of  moving,  therefore,  that 
the  Queen's  Speech  be  taken  into  consider- 
ation on  Monday  next,  when  the  House 
could  dispose  of  it  as  it  should  deem  meet 

Motion  agreed  to. 

House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS, 
Monday  f  August  30,  1841. 

Hiwims.]  Bilk.  RMd  flut  tfane :— PoNisum  CkoiM- 
qatJoB  Act  Amwidiimnt  i  Dcmlie  of  Ltndi  by  Inemii- 
bnlii  Spiritual  OoipoirBtioni  Lmamt  Attoneyt  and 
Solldton  CoMoUdatiflDi  and  Earl  of  8carborough*a 
ladaniBltj.  —  Read  Moond  tima  ^-Admlnistntioo  of 
Jiutioeip-IUad  third  tima  and  paaied  t— Buildings  Rcgu- 
latioo  t  Boroughs  Inpio'vaiiiaiiti 

Resignation  of  Ministers.^  Visoount 
Melbourne :  My  Lords,  I  consider  it  my 
duty  to  acquaint  your  Lordships,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  vote  which  was  come  to 
by  the  other  House  of  Parliament  on 
Saturday  morning  last,  whidi  was  precisely 
similar  in  terms  to  a  vote  come  to  by  your 
Lordships  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  week, 
I  have,  on  the  part  of  my  colleagues  and 
mysdf,  tended  to  her  Majesty  (lie  resigns* 


tion  of  the  offices  we  hold,  which  rerigna- 
tion  her  Majesty  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  accept,  and  we  now  continue  to 
hold  those  offices  only  till  our  successors  are 
appointed. 

Drainage  of  Towns.]]  The  Marquess 
of  Normanbjfi  in  moving  the  third  reading 
of  the  Buildings  Regulations  Bill,  and  the 
Borough  Improvements  Bill,  said,  he  had 
no  objection  to  accede  to  the  amendments 
proposed  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Lord 
(Lyndhurst)  in  those  measures.    With  re. 

fird  to  the  third  bill  (the  Drainage  of 
owns'  Bill)  which  he  had  presented  to 
their  Lordships,  subsequent  inquiries  had 
induced  him  to  consider  that  it  would  be 
more  desirable  that  the  Bill  should  origi- 
nate in  another  place.  He  would  therefore 
withdraw  it. 

The  Boundaries  Regulation  Bill  and  the 
Borough  Improvements  Bill  were  respee- 
ively  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Administration  of  Justice  Bill.]  The 
iMrd  Chancellor  said,  that  as  the  bill 
which  he  had  presented  to  the  House  the 
other  evening  for  the  better  Administration 
of  Justice  in  England  had  already  passed 
their  Lordships'  House,  and  was  preciselir 
in  the  same  state  in  which  it  had  been  left 
by  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  dose  of 
the  last  Session,  he  trusted  dieir  Lordships 
would  see  no  objection  to  its  being  then 
read  a  second  time,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  considered  in  committee  on  Mraday 
next. 

Lord  Brougham  saw  no  objection  to  the 
proposition  of  his  noble  and  laimed 
Friend,  inasmuch  as  his  olgections  to  the 
bill  would  be  more  properly  considered  in 
committee.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  ihere^re  he  should 
not  oppose  the  second  reading. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Bill  of  iNDEMNiTT.n  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor  considered  it  his  duty  to  inform  the 
House  that  a  certain  noble  Lord  (under* 
stood  to  be  the  Earl  of  Scarborough)  after 
he  had  taken  the  oaths,  had  been  guilty  of 
a  most  curious  omission.  He  had  omitted 
to  subscribe  the  roll  of  Parliament,  and  by 
so  doing,  having  subsequently  sat  and 
voted,  he  had  su^ected  himself  to  certain 
penalties.  He  proposed,  therefore,  to  in* 
troduce  a  bill  to  indemnify  the  noble  Lord 
from  the  consequences  of  the  omission,  and 
on  Monday  next  he  should  move  that  the 
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standing  orders  be  stupendecl^  in  order  to 
enable  Uie  bill  to  pass  forthwith. 

Bill  read  a  first  time. 

House  adjourned  to  the  ensuing  Monda7. 


HOUSE  OF  COM^MONS, 
Monday,  August  30,  1841. 

If  fKUTBft.]  PetitioDt  presented.  By  Mr.  Sbamuin  Cniw- 
ftml,  from  lodlTidualf  at  NeimatleKtii-Tyiie,  and  by  Mr. 
T.  Duneanbei  fnm  IndividuaU  at  Leeds*  Nottingham, 
and  Ouiebura,  for  UniveraU  Suffrage.— By  Mr.  VilUera. 
fttim  Montreal  (Canada),  for  an  Alterattoo  in  the  Import 
Dutiea. 

Vlectlam.  Patitlont  complaining  of,  fbr  Wakefldd^  SuA- 
buryi  Bridport,  and  Iptwieh. 


Oath  op  Supremacy  —  Petitioic8  op 
Mbmbbrs.^  Sir  Valentine  Blake  rose  to 
present  a  petition  upon  the  subject  of  the 
bill  to  abolish  the  oath  of  supreroacf,  for 
the  introduction  of  which  be  intended 
to  ask  leave  of  the  House  that  evening. 
The  petition  was  from  a  Member  of  that 
House,  and  it  prayed  that  all  Members 
of  Parliament  be  relieved  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  taking  the  oath  of  supremacy, 
in  the  same  way  that  Roman  Catho- 
lics were  relieved.  The  petition  denied 
the  correctness  of  that  part  of  the  oath 
which  stated,  that  no  foreign  prince,  poten- 
tate, or  prelate^  had  any  spuritual  or  reli- 
gious Jurisdiction,  or  authority,  within 
these  realmsi,  when  It  was  notorious  that 
the  Pope  had  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  of 
the  Rmnan  Catholic  clergy  and  bishops,  in- 
dependent of  which  he  possessed  an  autho- 
rity to  interfere  with  the  constitution  of 
this  House,  because  he  possessed  the  power 
of  ordination ;  and  by  the  9th  section  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  Relief  Bill,  any  hon. 
Member  of  this  House,  accepting  that  or- 
dination, his  seat  became  therel^  vacant, 
precisely  in  the  same  way  as  if  he  had  ac- 
cepted office  under  the  Crown ;  and  then 
again,  his  Holiness  possesses  a  power  of 
ordination  with  the  Protestant  Church.  It 
is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  that  persons 
ordained  by  htm,  and  becoming  conform- 
ists, are  ipso  Jado  ministers  of  the  Estab- 
lished Church,  without  any  ordination 
therein— a  power  greater  than  can  be  ex«» 
ercistd  by  the  head  («f  the  Established 
Church;  S(i  that  any  hon.  Member,  taking 
thU  oath,  after  hi«  attention  has  been  thus 
drawn  to  the  real  facts  of  the  case,  must  be 
guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

The  Speaker.  The- hon.  Member  can- 
not move  the  petllion  without  notice;  but 
the  clerk  inf«»rms  me  it  is  signed  by  the 
hun.  Member  hieoaelf,  and  k^  no  other 
person. 
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Sir  F.  Blake.  I  stated  that  the  petition 
was  from  a  Member  of  this  House,  and  it 
is  not  neoeaaary  to  give  the  names  of  peti* 
tioners. 

Mr.  Gimlium.  The  petition  being 
signed  by  the  hon.  Membor  himself  gav^ 
the  proceeding  so  unusual  and  anomaloua 
a  character,  that  perhaps  the  hon*  Member 
would  not  object  to  withdraw  it. 

Sir  F«  Blake.  If  it  be  the  sense  of  the 
House  that  the  petition  should  be  with* 
drawn,  I  diall  willinglv  withdraw  it ;  but 
I  really  cannot  Bee  anything  irre^Iar  in  it, 
as  it  ii  perfectly  consistent  with  former 
precedents. 

The  Speaker,  It  is  quite  eompetent  to 
any  hon«  Member  to  petition  the  House ; 
but  then  his  petition  ought  to  be  pre. 
sented  by  another  Member. 

Petition  withdrawn. 


Akswer  to  the  Address.1  Lord 
M.  Hill  Controller  of  the  Household,  in* 
formed  the  House  that  her  Majesty  had 
been  waited  upon,  pursuant  to  the  reso- 
lution ofthat  hon.  House,  and  he  was  desired 
by  her  Majesty  to  read  to  the  House  the 
following  most  gracious  answer  to  the 
Address  of  her  faithful  Comtnoos : — 

''It  Is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  iiii4 
that  the  House  of  CommoDS  are  deeply  sen** 
sible  of  the  importance  of  those  coosidera^ 
tions  to  which  1  directed  their  attention  in 
reference  to  the  commerce  and  revenue  of 
the  countrjr,  and  to  the  laws  which  regulate 
the  trade  m  com ;  and  that  In  deciding  otf 
the  course  which  it  may  be  desirable  to  pur- 
sue, it  will  he  their  earnest  desire  to  consult 
the  interests  and  promote  the  welfare  of  all 
classes  of  my  subjects. 

^  Ever  anxious  to  listen  to  the  advice  of 
my  Parliament,  I  will  take  immediate  mea- 
sures for  the  formation  of  a  new  Adcninistra* 
tion." 

RKgiGNATioN  09  MiNisTaHs,]  Lord 
J.  Ru$$eil  said,  I  have  bow,  Sir,  to 
state  to  the  House,  that  after  the  division 
of  Friday  night,  her  Majesty's  Miuiaters 
thought  it  their  duty  at  once  to  advise 
the  answef  which  has  just  been  coromu. 
nicated  to  the  House,  and  humbly  to 
tender  their  resignations  to  her  Majesty,, 
in  order  to  enable  her  Majesty  to  form  a 
new  Administration.  Her  Majesty  was  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  accept  our  reaignationSt 
and  we,  therefore,  now  ouly  hold  office 
until  other  Ministers  shall  be  appointed 
to  the  offices  which  we  respectively  61led« 
Perhaps  the  House  will  allow  roe  on  tbia 
occasion,  and  before  I  make  the  motion 
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witti  wbtcti  I  intend  to  conelude,  to  state 
the  impressions,  in  doing  which  1  shall  as 
much  as  possible  avoid  matter  of  contro- 
versy and  debate,  to  state  the  impressions  I 
entertain  with  respect  to  late  events.  It 
was  our  duty,  as  we  believed,  to  propose  the 
measores  which  were  proposed  in  the  late 
Parliament  in  reference  to  the  trade  and 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  which  we 
thought  essential  to  its  interests.  Upon 
being  defeated  with  regard  to  one  of  these 
measures,  we  advised  her  Majesty  as  soon 
as  the  business  of  the  Sef^sion  would  per- 
mit it,  to  resort  to  a  dissolution  of  Par- 
liament. That  dissolution  having  taken 
place,  and  the  new  Parliament  being  as- 
sembled, on  the  earlievt  possible  opportu- 
nity, we  advised  her  Majesty  to  submit  to 
them  the  consideration  of  measures  of  the 
same  nature,  and  to  ask  for  the  opinion 
of  Parliament  in  reference  to  these  mat- 
ters. It  has  pleased  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  a  large  majority,  to  address 
her  Majesty,  stating  that  her  Ministers 
did  not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  Parlia- 
ment and  the  country.  This  decision  left 
us  no  other  part  to  perform  than  that  of 
resigning  our  offices.  I  will  not  use  any 
arguments  to  show  why  we  think  we  were 
justified  in  prolonging  the  struggle  until 
the  present  hour  ;  but  I  say,  that  it  was 
our  convietioB,  that  our  duty  to  the  Sove- 
reign whose  conBdence  we  enjoyed,  that 
our  persuasion  of  the  necessity  of  the  mea- 
•  sures  which  we  advised,  and  our  belief  that 
the  people  should  be  consulted  on  ques- 
tions involving  their  dearest  interests,  ren- 
dered it  incumbent  on  us  to  continue  the 
struggle  to  the  present  moment.  I  have,  on 
former  occasions,  justified  the  course  which 
we  pursued  on  particular  occasions,  and  in 
Aiture  debates  I  shall  be  ready  to  justify 
them  ag^^in.  But  1  am  now  only  stating 
the  conviction  which  we  entertain.  Sir,  it 
has  been  our  fate  now  to  hold  power  for  a 
considerable  number  of  years ;  I  will  not 
say  that  as  long  as  we  could  use  power,  as 
we  believed  for  the  benefit  of  the  country, 
it  was  with  reluctance  we  continued  in 
office )  but  this  I  will  say,  that  I  do  not 
think  the  possession  of  power  in  this  coon* 
try  can  be  accompanied  by  satisfaction, 
unlass  thero  are  means  of  carrying  into 
eflPeet  the  measures  which  Ministers  feel 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  country.  1 
de  not  allude  now  to  particular  measures 
of  less  or  minor  importance,  but  to  mea* 
snres  of  great  and  transeendant  moment. 
With  regard  to  aiiek  measareay  wt  bagao. 


in  the  commencement  of  Lord  Orey'i 
Administration,  with  the  Reform  Act— > 
we  ended  by  proposing  measures  for  the 
freedom  of  commerce.  With  large  and 
important  measures  we  commenced— with 
large  and  important  measures  we  conclude. 
In  pursuance  of  great  objects  we  triumphed 
— in  pursuance  of  great  objects  we  have 
fallen.  Another  remark  I  may  make,  which 
relates  both  to  Lord  Grey  and  Lord  Mel- 
bourne, as  severally  first  Ministers  of  the 
Crown.  Lord  Grey,  at  the  time  of  the 
Reform  Act,  and  in  the  first  year  of  that 
measure,  enjoyed,  together  with  his  col- 
leagues, great  and  almost  unexampled  po« 
pularity.  Lord  Melbourne,  as  being  the 
first  Minister  of  William  4th,  became,  at 
the  accession  of  the  present  Queen,  the 
adviser  of  a  Princess,  who  came  to  the 
throne  at  the  earliest  period  at  which  by 
law  it  was  allowable  to  exercise  the  power 
of  sovereignly ;  it  was  his  duty  to  offer  that 
advice  and  give  that  Information  which- 
a  Queen,  without  experience,  could  not  bo 
supposed  to  have,  and  which  was  received 
with  the  confidence  and  reliance  that  be- 
came the  frank  and  generous  nature  of 
the  Royal  Person  now  on  the  throne.  Now, 
I  will  venture  to  say,  that  neither  of  these 
powers,  neither  the  great  powers  of  popu- 
larity which  were  enjoyed  by  the  Ministry 
of  Earl  Grey,  nor  the  power  and  favour 
of  the  Sovereign  enjoyed  by  Lord  MeU 
bourne  and  his  colleagues,  was  ever  abused 
by  either  of  them.  On  the  contrary,  while 
fault  has  been  found  with  both  of  them  for 
not  having  proposed  measures  which,  it 
was  said  at  the  lime,  would  be  more  to 
the  advantage  of  iheir  party,  and  the  aecu- 
curity  of  their  power,  no  one  can  deny  that 
both  have  shewn  great  forl>earanoe,  and  a 
great  desire  to  preserve  untouched  and 
unimpaired  the  constitution  of  the  country, 
and  the  prerogatives  of  the  Crown.  Hav« 
ing  said  this  much  with  regard  to  the 
Ministers  under  whom  I  had  the  honour 
to  serve  with  pride  and  gratification,  I 
may,  perhaps,  be  allowed  to  add  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  person  who  now 
addresses  you.  I  will  not  pretend  to  say, 
that  there  will  not  be  other  persons  holding 
different  opinions,  who  will  not  bring  to  the 
administration  of  public  affairs  a  larger  oa« 
pacity  and  more  competent  intelligenoe } 
all  I  venture  to  say,  is,  that  while  placed  in 
the  situation  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
hold,  no  considerations  of  a  private  naturei 
no  wish  for  personal  advantage  diverted  my 
atUntion  from  py.£9btJliQ^4$t[M..«nd  i 
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have  endeayoured  to  give  every  moment  I 
could  devote  to  their  discharge.  With 
respect  to  the  merits  of  the  measures  which 
I  have  proposed,  or  of  the  measures  which 
I  carried  into  effect^  I  will  not  now  enter 
into  any  dispute ;  all  I  wish  to  observe  is, 
that  I  have  endeavoured,  to  the  best  of 
my  power  and  ability,  to  exercise  such 
judgment  as  I  possess  for  the  promotion 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  and  of 
the  Sovereign  whom  I  serve,  and  whom  1 
had  the  honour  to  advise.  Sir,  this  House 
having  decided  at  the  very  commencement 
of  the  Session,  that  it  will  take  measures 
for  controlling  the  prerogative,  and  di- 
recting the  executive  authority  of  the 
Crown,  I  can  only  say,  that  although  that 
decision  may  fall  with  undeserved  severity 
as  we  thinkj  upon  us,  I  am  sure  that  in  all 
the  future  consultations  of  the  House,  I 
shall  be  ever  ready  to  give  that  advice  to 
the  House  which  I  think  will  tend  to 
secure  to  it  the  affections  of  the  people  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  conduce  to  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  great  empire 
of  which  this  House  is  the  centre  and 
support.  I  can  assure  the  House  that  in 
whatever  circumstances  I  am  placed  I 
shall  express  to  it  my  conscientious  con- 
victions of  the  measures  proposed,  whether 
they  be  the  acts  of  the  Minister  of  the 
day,  or  of  those  who  are  opposed  to  them. 
I  shall  be  always  ready  to  give  such  an 
opinion  as  I  think  may  tend  to  the  per- 
manent improvement  of  our  institutions — 
never,  as  I  observed  on  another  occasion, 
never  defending  abuses  as  if  they  were  in- 
stitutions, and  on  the  other  hand  never 
being  ready  to  sacrifice  institutions  as  if 
they  were  abuses.  I  have  only  further 
to  say,  with  regard  to  the  Members  of  this 
House  with  whom  I  have  conducted  public 
affairs  for  many  years,  that  while  I  am 
grateful  to  those  who  have  been  my  sup- 
porters, I  wish  personally  to  express  a 
nope,  with  regard  to  our  opponents,  that 
in  all  our  future  relations  there  may  be  no 
feeline  of  personal  bitterness  between  us ; 
and  if  our  resignation  tends  to  the  future 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  I 
shall  always  look  with  satisfaction  to  the 
day  on  which  that  event  occurred.  I 
now,  Sir,  move  that  the  House  at  its 
rising  do  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 

Lord  Stanley:  The  announcement 
which  has  just  been  made  by  the  noble 
Lord  will,  I  am  sure,  convince  every  Mem- 
ber of  the  House,  on  whichever  side  he 
may  sit,  of  the  impropriety  of  entering  now 


into  any  discussion  of  those  bygone  trans- 
actions which  have  led  to  differences  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  in  the  State, 
and  ultimately^  as  we  have  just  beard,  to 
the  resignation  of  her  Majesty's  Ministers, 
fiut  1  should  do  injustice  to  the  feelings, 
I  am  sure,  of  the  House,  not  less  than  to 
the  tone  and  manner  in  which  the  noble 
Lord  who  has  just  sat  down  has  addressed 
us,  if  I  did  not  express  from  this  side  of 
the  House,  what  I  am  convinced  is  felt  by 
all — a  cordial  participation  in  the  senti- 
ment of  the  noble  Lord,  that  whatever 
may  have  been  our  political  differences 
throughout  those  great  contests,  no  senti- 
ment of  personal  bitterness  has  been  en- 
gendered in  the  minds  of  any  of  its 
Members.  Sir,  it  was  my  good  fortune, 
for  some  time,  to  have  the  honour  of  acting 
in  political  accordance  with  the  noble 
Lord  ;  it  has  been  my  misfortune  for  somo 
years  conscientiously  to  differ  from  the 
course  which  the  noble  Lord  has  seen  it 
to  be  his  duty  to  follow;  but,  as  I  claim 
for  myself,  and  for  every  Gentleman  who 
has  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  him,  the 
belief  on  the  part  of  the  House,  that  we 
have  acted  from  conscientious  motives, 
and  from  none  other,  so  I  fully  give  to  the 
nobte  Lord  the  credit  of  having  been 
influenced  by  no  consideration  but  the 
sense  of  duty,  which,  with  a  man  of  his 
high  honour,  must  be  paramount  to  every 
other.  Every  one  who  has  watched  his 
conduct,  must  regard  it  with  no  sentiments 
but  those  of  admiration  of  the  great  zeal, 
perseverance,  ability,  and  talent,  with 
which,  not  only  in  the  duties  of  his  own 
department,  but  in  the  management  of 
the  political  business  of  this  House,  the 
noble  Lord  has  uniformly  conducted  the 
very  arduous  and  difficult  task  which  was 
assigned  to  him.  I  will  go  back  to  make 
no  observations  on  the  statement  which 
the  noble  Lord  has  made  of  the  course 
pursued  in  Parliament,  further  than  to 
point  out  what  appeared  to  me  to  involve 
some  degree  of  inaccuracy  on  the  part  of 
the  noble  Lord  when  he  stated,  somewhat 
unhappilv,  that  in  resigning  office  he  was 
content,  having  triumphed  in  the  assertion 
of  great  principles,  to  fall  in  the  assertion 
of  great  principles  also.  Now,  the  noble 
Lord  must  permit  me  to  say,  that  having 
in  the  course  of  the  last  Session  of  Par- 
liament, received  no  very  nneqoivocal 
demonstration  that  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment as  a  whole,  did  not  possess  the 
confidence  pf  this  Hoase,  wbi<m  the  nob|e 
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Ijord  justly  says^  is  necessary  to  enable 
any  Minister  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
the  country,  the  noble  Lord  and  his  col- 
leagues proposed  certain  measures,  into  a 
discussion  of  which  I  am  not  now  about  to 
enter;  but  the  only  one  of  those  questions 
discussed  by  the  House  was  negatived.  It 
thus  appeared  manifest  to  the  noble  Lord 
and  the  House,  that  there  were  but  two 
ftlternatives  to  be  adopted  by  her  Majesty's 
Ministers— the  alternative  of  the  resign- 
ation of  their  offices,  or  that  of  an  appeal 
to  the  country  with  regard  to  their  policy. 
No  Gentleman,  so  far  as  I  have  heard,  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  denied  that  it  was 
perfectly  competent  and  constitutional  for 
the  noble  Lord  to  resort  to  either  of  those 
alternatives.  He  advised  her  Majesty  to 
appeal  to  the  people,  and  the  sense  of  the 
people,  which  has  been  echoed  by  the 
House  of  Commons  on  a  late  occasion, 
was  pronounced  unequivocally  and  dis- 
distinctly  against  the  measures  of  the 
Government.  But,  Sir,  when  the  noble 
Lord  says,  that  on  the  6rst  day  of  the 
Session,  be  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  submit 
great  measures  to  the  decision  of  the 
House,  which  had  been  rejected,  I  must 
take  the  liberty  of  saying  to  the  House, 
and  the  noble  Lord,  that  this  does  not 
convey  an  accurate  statement  of  the  mat- 
ter as  it  really  was ;  because,  neither  by 
any  possible  acquiescence  could  the  House 
haye  assented  to  the  individual  measures 
which  the  noble  Lord  proposed  to  intro- 
duce, nor  by  refusing  to  assent  to  the 
Address  did  the  House  in  any  way  pledge 
itself  as  to  the  principles  which  the  noble 
Lord  said  were  under  discussion.  If  I 
were  to  require  an  illustration  of  this,  I 
would  only  point  out,  that  whereas  one 
sentence  of  the  Address  contained  expres- 
sions relative  to  a  particular  part  of  the 
budget,  it  was  supported  by  Gentlemen 
who  agreed  with  the  measures  of  the  noble 
Lord,  and  by  others  who  did  not  agree 
with  them,  but  desired  the  adoption  of  a 
principle  carrying  them  much  further.  It 
was  also  supported  by  other  Gentlemen, 
like  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  Lin- 
colnshire (Lord  Worsley),  who  were  alto* 
gether  opposed  to  those  measures,  and 
protested  that  they  did  not  by  any  means, 
in  assenting  to  the  Address,  assent  to 
those  measures.}  but  what  this  House  said, 
and  what  I  think  the  House  was  justified 
in  saying,  was,  that  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  the  country  was  placed, 
the  matters  to  which  the  Grown  had 
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invited  our  attention  were  considerations  of 
too  great  importance  to  be  deliberated 
upon  incidentally  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, which,  after  all,  could  come  to  no 
decision  upon  them,  from  the  form  in 
which  they  were  put,  and  in  the  absence 
of  any  Government  possessing  the  con- 
fidence of  the  House  and  the  country. 
Therefore  it  was  thought  right  on  the  late 
occasion,  not  to  refuse  assent  to  any  of 
the  recommendations  which  it  pleased  her 
Majesty  to  make,  but  at  once  to  assert 
that  they  had  not  that  confidence  in  her 
Majesty's  present  advisers,  which  should 
justify  them  in  proposing  measures  of 
great  importance  to  the  consideration  of 
Parliament.  And  I  must  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  my  regret  that  the 
Speech  was  so  framed  as  to  be  liable  to  a 
misconstruction  in  the  eyes  of  the  coun- 
try, to  which  I  am  certain  the  noble  Lord, 
of  all  men,  would  desire  it  should  not  be 
subject.  I  cannot  but  feel,  that  the  advice 
of  the  Government  to  Parliament  to  con- 
sider these  great  questions,  coupled  with 
the  words  in  which  the  Speech  was 
couched,  would  lead  in  the  public  mind 
to  an  impression  perfectly  erroneous,  and 
perfectly  unconstitutional  of  course — that 
those  recommendations  were  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Crown,  and  not  of  the 
Ministers  who  constitutionally  advise  the 
Crown.  I  do  not  wish,  as  I  said  before, 
to  revive  any  topics  of  discussion  in  the 
present  state  of  the  House.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  noble  Lord  having  bowed, 
as  his  constitutional  feeling  would  lead  him 
to  bow,  to  the  expression  of  the  feeling  of 
this  House  and  the  country,  and  paid 
that  homage  to  constitutional  principles 
which  I  trust  every  Minister  will  always 
be  ready  to  yield,  by  resigning  office  when 
he  no  longer  has  the  power  of  carrying 
his  measures  with  credit  to  himself  and 
satisfaction  to  the  country,  from  this  mo- 
ment all  feeling  of  excitement  between  the 
noble  Lord  and  Gentlemen  on  this  side  of 
the  House  will,  if  it  ever  existed,  entirely 
cease.  I  am  confident  that  towards  the 
noble  Lord  personally,  no  feelings  are 
entertained  but  those  of  respect  for  his 
person,  and  admiration  for  his  talents ; 
and  I  give  to  him  and  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  Government,  who  has  for 
some  time  had  the  delicate  and  important 
duty  of  advising,  as  the  noble  Lord  says, 
an  inexperienced  and  youthful  Sovereign 
— I  give  them  both  full  credit  for  having 
in  the  course  of  their  Government  adopted 
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those  measurep,  and  those  meastires  only, 
which  they  deemed  to  be  for  the  welfare 
of  the  country.  I  give  them  the  credit  of 
believing,  that  ceasing  to  hold  oiiicei  they 
will  not  attempt  to  disturb  those  who  may 
be  called  upon  to  undertake  the  business 
of  the  country  by  a  factious  opposition ; 
but  that  while  they  steadily  maintain  in 
Parliament  the  views  which,  on  political 
matters,  they  conscientiously  entertain 
and  are  bound  boldly  to  express,  the 
noble  Lord  and  his  colleagues,  in  whose 
hands  soever  power  may  be  placed,  will 
witness  with  great  satisfaction  the  progress 
of  measures  which  will  redound  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country  and  the  happiness 
of  the  people. 

Lord  J.  Russell:  I  am  extremely  sorry, 
that  any  misconstruction  has  prevailed  in 
any  quarter.  I  thought  it  was  generally 
understood,  that  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne  was  the  speech  of  Ministers.  I 
am  quite  ready  to  say,  that  I  hope  no 
such  misconstruction  will  continue  to 
exist.  The  speech  waa  the  result  of  the 
advice  of  Ministers,  and  Ministers  alone 
are  responsible  for  it. 

The  question  that  the  House  at  its 
rising  do  adjourn  till  Monday  agreed  to. 

On  the  question  that  the  consideration 
of  the  Lords  Commissioners  speech  be 
deferred  till  Monday, 

Personal  Explanation.]  Mr.  /.  S. 
Wortley  said,  he  should  ask  the  induU 
gence  of  the  Hotlse  for  a  few  moments, 
while  he  referred  to  something  that  was 
said  by  the  noble  Lord  opposite  in  the  late 
debate,  and  he  hoped  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  would  be  sufficient  to  justify  him. 
The  noble  Lord,  at  the  close  of  a  debate 
of  four  nights,  and  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  the  House  was  in  expecta- 
tion of  the  important  division  which  im- 
mediately afterwards  took  place,  had 
thrown  upon  him  imputations  under  which 
he  was  unwilling  to  rest.  His  respect  for 
the  Honse  had  at  that  time  prevented  him 
from  interposing  in  order  to  offer  any  ex* 
planation.  On  the  next  day  the  noble 
Lord,  for  good  and  snfBcient  reasons  no 
doubt,  did  not  make  his  appearance  in 
that  House.  The  present,  therefofe,  was 
the  first  opportnntty  he  had  been  able  to 
take,  and  the  only  one  he  was  likely  to 
have,  to  perform  the  duty  which  he  con- 
ceJTed  was  incumbent  on  him,  to  set  him- 
self right  with  the  House  on  this  point. 
The  noble  Lord,  in  the  €r8t  place,  liad,  as 


he  considered,  entirely  misrepresented  the 
opinions  he  had  stated  on  the  general 
question  of  the  Poor- laws.  He  should 
not,  however,  now  enter  upon  the  subject, 
as  he  should  find  other  opportunities  of 
doing  so.  The  noble  Lord  had  also  ac- 
cused him  of  having  gone  down  to  York- 
shire in  order  to  raise  an  Anti- Poor-law 
cry  against  Lord  Morpeth.  He  wished  to 
ask  what  right  the  noble  Lord  had  to  mak6 
any  such  charge  ?  The  noble  Lord  could 
know  nothing  personally  of  the  facts  of 
the  case,  except  from  the  account  of  some 
strong  partisan,  or  perhaps  from  the  co- 
lumns of  that  calumnious  press  of  which 
he  seemed  so  ready  to  complain  when  its 
attacks  were  directed  against  himself. 
The  noble  Lord  could  not  know  that  in 
1837,  when  he  (Mr.  J.  S.  Wortley)  waa 
engaged  in  a  contest  of  the  same  desorlp« 
tron,  proposals  were  made  to  him  by  paN 
ties  feeling  strongly  with  respect  to  the 
Poor-laws,  that  he  should  make  them  the 
subject  of  a  party  cry.  Representations 
were  made  to  him  that  it  would  lend 
fbrce  to  the  exertions  of  his  friends,  and  he 
was  also  told  bv  the  parties  connected  with 
the  noble  Lord,  that  if  he  would  consent 
to  take  up  the  question,  and  at  once  de- 
clare himself  in  favour  of  the  repeat  of  the 
law,  he  might  count  on  the  accession  of 
hundreds  who  would  otherwise  not  vote 
for  him.  His  answer  was,  that  he  oare4 
not  what  the  effect  of  the  course  they 
suggested  mi^ht  be,  but  he  would  refuse 
to  take  that  course.  He  said  he  would 
state  his  opinions  on  the  subject  distifictlf| 
that  he  would  never  qnderiake  to  vote  (ox 
the  total  repeal  of  the  law,  because  he 
considered  that  there  were  parts  of  it 
which  deserved  to  be  maintained.  When 
it  was  remembered  that  he  was  only  400 
behind  on  that  occasion,  it  would  be  ad« 
mitted,  that  had  he  given  his  consent  to 
the  course  recommended,  he  might  (leve 
then  stood  in  the  situation  he  now  oceu« 
pied.  At  the  last  election  similar  repre- 
sentations were  made  to  htm,  and  he  re- 
turned the  same  answer;  therefore  the 
noble  Lord  had  no  right  to  accuse  him  of 
having  raised  the  Aqti-Poor-lawcry,ashe 
said,  in  order  to  turn  out  Lord  Morpeth. 
The  hon.  Member  for  jBhefiield  had  said, 
that  by  some  of  his  (Mr.  Woitfey's)  aup- 
porters  cards  were  thrown  ^mong  jthe 
crowd,  with  figqres  of  the  Bastile  upon 
them.  That  was,  no  doabt^  one  of  the 
jokes  of  the  elertion ;  i>iK  he  might  as 
wen  accuse  the  tioWe  Lpid  or  the  b^* 
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Gentleman  of  roifing  tho  9ry  pf  cheap 
bread,  with  figures  of  the  big  loaf  and  the 
little  loaf. 

Mr.  Roiibuck  rot#  to  order.  There  was 
no  qwcst^on  before  the  House^ 

The  Speaker:  The  question  is  that  the 
Lotds  GommissionerB  tpetoh  be  consi- 
dered on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Woriley  was  periVctly  aware  he 
was  not  speaking  strictly  to  the  question ; 
but  he  had  thrown  himself  on  the  in- 
dfitgence  of  the  liooae.  He  had  said  it 
was  the  only  opportunity  he  should  have — 

Mr.  Roebuck  rose  again  to  order.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  was  referring  to  a  pre- 
ceding debate,  and  that  was  contrs^ry  to 
one  of  the  rules  of  (he  House. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  rtile  applied  in 
all  caseSf  but  where  a  Member  had  a  uer- 
sonal  complaint  to  make,  it  was  nsual  to 
grant  bim  the  indulgence  of  making  it. 

Mr,  Roebuck  mA^  what  he  objected 
to  was,  that  the  hon.  Member  having 
defended  himself  made  attacks  upon 
oibers. 

Mr,  Wortley  hf^d  not  paid  anything 
which  could  pe  {considered  an  attack 
upon  the  bon,  and  learned  Member  for 
Bath,  or  anv  of  hia  Friends, 

Mr,  Roebuck :  No,  not  against  me. 

Mr.  Wortley  bad  meant  to  show,  that 
it  was  too  much  to  make  bim  responsible 
for  matters  of  th9  kind  alluded  to  by  tbe 
hop.  Member  for  Sheffield,  for  be  might 
jm  u  w«lj  sayi  tba  noble  lord  opposite 
was  reaponsibte  for  a  placaid  wbieb  covered 
tb^  w»lla  of  ev^ry  street  in  the  Metropolis 
on  tbe  pvfvioiia  day,  anoonnciiif  thai  the 
Qu#an  of  England  vaa  to  oonsider  her* 
self  now  ni»  oib«r  Iban  a  State  prisoner. 
If  hop*  Meaihers  w«re  tia  consider  each 
otbar  responaibla  for  such  popular  topics 
of  elaoMMir,  there  was  no  knowing  where 
it  would  end.  He  considered  that,  the 
noble  Lord  ni^ht  better  have  refrained 
from  throwing  out  random  imputations 
afaioat  him* 

Lord  J*  RwueU  observed,  that  in  what 
he  bad  stated  tbe  other  night,  be  had 
taken  for  his  authority  not  mere  random 
imputations  or  rumours,  but  accounts  which 
be  had  seen  of  the  speedies  n>ade  by  tbe 
hon.  Member,  and  especially  an  address, 
signed  *^  J,  8.  Worttey,*^  issued  with  a  view 
to  tha  West  Riding  election.  [The  noble 
Lord  read  the  first  paragraph  of  the  Ad- 
dress, which  Mr.  Wortlev  acknpwjedged.] 
Hf  had  not  fopod  fttnft  with  the  non. 
Member  for  holding  opinions  against  tbe 
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new  PooNlaw,  or  for  opposing  any  of  tbe 
former  Members,  but  for  stating  those 
strong  opinions  against  the  new  Poor-law 
at  the  time  of  the  election  ;  and  when  the 
Hou«e  met,  so  far  was  the  hon.  Member 
from  endeavouring  to  enforce  his  opinions, 
that  he  took  the  first  opportunity  to  place 
persons  in  power  who  were  the  strongest 
supporters  of  that  law.  The  hon.  Member 
said  in  his  address, 

^  As  to  the  character  of  the  new  Poor-law, 
my  obieciions  remain  nnchanged,  as  well  as  to 
the  Ad  ministration  of  the  Commissioners." 

The  hon.  Member  then  went  on  to  pro- 
test against  relief  being  eiven  only  iu 
the  work-house;  and  concluded  by  saying, 

''  It  appears  to  me  clear,  th^t  this  law  must 
undergo  much  alteration,  and  I  shall  always 
approach  the  pubiect,  whether  the  law  is  to  be 
Mtered  or  repealed,  with  a  deep  conviction, 
that  the  first  principle  I  sbould  be  guided  bj 
is,  tenderness  to  the  poor.^ 

He  did  not  find  fault  with  those  opinions, 
but  he  said,  that  any  hon.  Member  who 
thought  a  man  shotild  not  be  obliged  to  ac- 
cept the  workhouse  as  a  condition  of  relief, 
who  thought  it  a  hardship  for  a  man  to  be 
separated  fVom  his  family,  and  who  thought 
it  was  a  question  whether  the  law  should 
not  be  totally  repealed,  ought  not,  when 
he  came  forward  to  bring  the  condition  of 
the  country  before  the  House,  to  have 
omitted  these  important  matters.  The 
hon.  Member  said,  that  Some  persons  had 
called  for  cheap  tiread,  and  hfid  pointed 
out  the  difference  between  a  little  loaf 
and  a  big  loaf.  He  (Lord  J.  Russell) 
hoped  that  those  who  bad  done  so,  did  do 
so  in  the  belief  that  an  alteration  of  the 
Corn-laws  would  give  the  poor  a  large 
loaf,  and  they  were  consistent  in  their 
opinions  when  they  proposed  an  alteration 
in  the  Corn-laws;  but  if  the  persons  who 
liad  done  this  out  of  doors,  were  to  enter 
the  House  and  never  make  mention  of  the 
Corn-laws,  then  be  should  say  that  their 
belief  in  the  advantage  of  an  alteration  of 
those  laws  was  not  very  sincere.  The  hon. 
Oentleman  had  not  convinced  him,  by  his 
speech  on  the  first  night  of  the  Session, 
that  he  attached  any  very  great  import- 
ance to  an  alteration  of  the  new  Poor*  I  aw. 
It  would  be  seen  by  the  aubsequent 
speeches  pf  the  hon.  Member  whether, 
though  he  might  think  the  subject  one  of 
small  concern,  he  was  disposed  to  vote 
for  an  extensive  alteration  or  a  total  abo. 
lition  of  the  present  Poor-law.         j 

The  question  agreed  to.^-OOQlC 
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MuruTBfl.]  Billi.  Paned  throu^  aU  its  ttagei ;— Earl  of 
Scaxborough'a  Indemnity.— Read  a  aeooud  time  i— Pop* 
dgnen  Cooaeeration  Act  Amendment. 

[On  the  meeting  of  the  ParliameDt  this 
day,  the  parties  had  changed  places,  the 
Conservatives  occupying  the  Ministerial, 
the  Whigs  the  oppodtion  henches,] 

Adbonistration  of  Justice  (Courts 
OF  Equity)  Bill]  On  the  motion  of  Lord 
Cottenham  their  Lordships  went  into 
Committee  on  the  Administration  of  Jus- 
tice Bill.  The  several  clauses  were  agreed 
to  without  amendment  On  the  report 
heing  brought  up. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  that  the  present 
would  be  the  most  convenient  time  to 
state  his  objections  to  parts  of  this  bilL  He 
objected  to  the  appointment  of  two  per- 
manent judges.  The  Bill  contemplated  two 
judges,  one  permanent  and  the  other  for 
the  life  of  the  individual  appointed.  Now, 
it  appeared  to  him  that  neither  ought  to  be 
permanent,  and  that  one  appointment  for 
life  would  afford  abundant  means  of  re- 
moving the  evil  complained  of.  It  was  now 
fourteen  months  since  a  bill,  having  an  ob- 
ject similar  to  the  present,  was  sent  down 
by  their  Lordships  to  the  other  House, 
where  it  was  allowed  to  fall  through,  and 
did  not  pass.  He  would  not  then  entci 
into  any  of  the  reasons  why  it  did  not . 
but  if  the  occasion  for  its  being  sent  dowr 
were  so  pressing — ^if  the  relief  which  ii 
was  intended  to  ^ve  were  so  necessary  ai 
was  said,  he  should  have  thought  that  &< 
lone  an  interval  would  not  have  beei 
suffered  to  intervene  as  between  that  anc 
the  present  time.  So  impressed  was  h< 
with  that  opinion  that  he  brought  in  a  bil 
of  his  own  on  the  subject,  in  which  : 
remedy  for  the  evil  of  arrears  in  some  o 
the  equity  courts  was  provided  for.  Tha 
bill,  however,  was  not  allowed  to  past 
Parts  of  the  present  Bill  he  fully  approve 
of— but  he  repeated  that  he  strongly  ob 
jected  to  the  appointment  of  two  new  equit; 
judges.  He  should,  therefore  propose,  the 
in  the  19th  clause,  instead  of  the  wor 
'*  two  "  there  should  be  inserted  the  word 
''an  additional  judge/'  and  such  othe 
changes  in  the  phraseology  as  this  fin 
would  render  necessary,  and  in  the  end  c 
the  clause,  the  words  "  such  addition! 
judge." 

Lord  Cottenham  hoped  their  Lordshij 
would  not  limit  the  rdief  proposed  to  £ 
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Oath  op  Supremacy.]    Sir  T.  Blake 
spoke  to  the  following  effect : — Sir,  I  do 
not  expect  you  will  assent  to  my  propo- 
sition to  repeal  the  Oath  of  Supremacy 
without  grave  deliberation.  That  oath  was 
the  prop  that  was  invented  to  sustain  the 
Reformation  in  its  infancy — and   surely 
it  cannot  be  considered  as  appropriate 
food  to  sustain  the  establishment,  now  that 
it  has  grown  up  to  a  position  which  will 
entitle  it,  if  purely  administered,  to  endure 
for  ever.    This  oath,  and  the  distinction 
between  Whig  and  Tory,  emanated  from 
the  same  circumstance.    The  struggle  be- 
tween those  two  great  parties  of  the  State, 
which  has  lasted  for  a  period  of  200  years, 
may  be  said  to  be  now  suspended,  if  not 
terminated  for  ever.     I  speak  those  sen- 
timents from  a  consideration  of  the  manly 
and  statesman-like  pledge  that  was  given 
within  the  last  two  niehts,  h^  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Tamwortb,  and  if  he  is  enabled 
to  carry  out  the  views  by  him  so  eloquently 
expressed^  that  distinction  to  which  I  have 
alluded  will  cease.     But  if  he  fails  in  the 
performance,  he  will,  thereby,  keep  alive 
the  distinction  just  in  the  same  way  that 
the  Whigs,  by  neglecting  those  opportu- 
nities which  they  had  to  attach  the  whole 
empire  to  them,  kept  alive  their  opponents, 
and  now  their  successors  in  office.    Sir,  I 
have  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  sincerity 
and  honour  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  but 
I  confess  that  I  am  doubtful  of  his  power 
to  allay  the  troubled  spirits  of  some  of  his 
followers.    It  may  be,  however,  prudent 
for  them  to  recollect,  that  if  he  proves  his 
sincerity,  as  I  am  sure  he  will,  he  will  not 
require  the  aid  of  intemperate  men  to  sus- 
tain him  in  power,  while  on  the  other 
hand,  they  can  never  exist  as  a  party, 
ruling  the  destinies  of  this  great  empire, 
except  in  unison  with  him,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  his  recently  avowed  principles. 
Sir,  I  think  that  the  proper  opportunity  is 
not  yet  arrived  to  obtain  a  calm  con- 
sideration of  the  merits  of  my  intended 
bill  for  the  abolition  of  this  Oath  of  Su- 
premacy, and,  therefore,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  House,  I  beg  leave  to  withdraw 
my  notice  for  the  present,  as  the  whole 
object  of  my  presenting  it  has  already 
been  accomplished. 
Motion  withdrawn. 

House  adjourned  to  the  ensuing  Mon- 
day. 
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given  by  the  Bill  to  tbe  suitors  in  Chan- 
cery by  agreeing  to  tbe  amendment  pro- 
Bosed  by  bis  noble  and  l&med  Friend,  wbo 
bad  not  said  one  word  respecting  tbe  trans- 
ference of  tbe  business  now  transacting  in 
tbe  equity  side  of  tbe  Exchequer,  which 
must  of  necessity  increase  the  business  in 
tbe  Court  of  Chancery.  Neither  had  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  in  any  way  al- 
luded to  the  Committee,  which  reported 
upon  the  existing  abuses  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  Before  that  Committee,  bar- 
risters, solicitors,  and  agents,  and,  indeed,  all 
persons  concerned  in  the  business  of  that 
Court,  were  examined,  and  the  opinion  of 
all,  without  exception,  was,  that  one 
additional  judge  would  not  relieve  them 
from  the  pressure.  The  evidence  indeed 
led  many  to  doubt  whether  two  ad- 
ditional Judges  would  be  sufficient,  be- 
cause it  was  fully  expected  when  tbe 
business  in  tbe  Court  of  Chancery  was 
freed  from  delay,  that  it  would  naturally 
increase,  for  they  said  it  was  now  tbe  con- 
stant practice  for  the  profession  to  dissuade 
persons  from  coming  into  tbe  Court,  unless 
the  c^use  was  of  some  magnitude  in  con- 
sequence of  tbe  extreme  delay  in  obtaining 
justice.  The  evidence  given  before  that 
Committee  bad  led  many  to  change  their 
opinions.  They  went  in  with  an  opinion 
that  one  judge  would  be  sufficient,  and 
were  convinced  that  two  would  scarcely 
answer.  An  experience  of  forty  years  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery  satisfied  him  that 
one  additional  judge  would  not  be  suffi- 
(nent. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Lord  Campbell  wished  to  propose  an 
amendment,  for  tbe  purpose  of  removing 
all  doubts  as  to  the  power  of  the  Crown  to 
appoint  Irish  barristers  of  15  years'  standing 
to  any  of  tbe  judgeships  created  by  this 
bill.  According  to  tbe  way  in  which  the 
part  of  the  bill  to  which  he  referred  was 
worded,  there  were  doubts  whether  the 
Crown  had  such  power,  and  it  would  be 
better  at  once  to  remove  them  by  such  an 
amendment  as  he  proposed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  (Lord  Lyndburst) 
did  not  object  to  the  proposed  amendment, 
though  be  thought  the  bill  did  not  re- 
quire it,  for  to  him  it  appeared  that  the 
words  of  the  bill  were  quite  clear,  and  that 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  the 
Crown  to  appoint  Irish  barristers  of  fifteen 
years  standing  to  the  judgeships  named  in 
it. 

Lord  Brougham  doubted  much  whether 
tbe  matter  was  so  clear  as  bis  noble  and 


learned  Friend  on  the  woolsack  seemed  to 
think. 

Lord  Campbell  said,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  whatever  that  it  was  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  framers  of  the  bill  to  exclude 
Irish  barristers  from  eligibility  to  those 
appointments ;  but  as  there  were  some 
doubts  whether  (as  the  clause  was  now 
worded)  the  Crown  had  the  power  of  the 
appointment,  he  thought  it  the  safest  way 
to  put  an  end  to  them. 

Lord  Brougham  would  suggest  to  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  whether,  if  it 
were  found  necessary  to  name  the  two  new 
vice-cbancellorships  as  appointments  which 
tbe  Crown  bad  tbe  power  under  this  bill 
to  grant  to  Irish  barristers  of  fifteen  years' 
standing,  it  might  not  cast  a  doubt  on  the 
power  of' the  Crown  to  appoint  Irish 
barristers  to  the  vice-chancellorship  created 
by  the  act  the  53d  George  III. 

llie  Earl  of  Wicklorv  thought  the  sug- 
gestion of  tbe  noble  and  learned  Lord  very 
important,  and  he  trusted  their  Lordships 
would  not  pass  the  bill  without  due  con- 
sideration ;  for  certainly  if  amended  as  now 
proposed,  it  might  have  tbe  efiect  of  ex- 
cluding barristers  of  tbe  Irish  bar  from 
eligibility  to  the  judgeship  under  the  53d 
George  III.,  which  he  was  sure  never  was 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature. 

Lord  Campbell  admitted  tbe  importance 
of  the  question,  and  would  undertake  to 
have  a  clause  prepared  on  the  third  reading 
which  would  remove  all  doubts  on  the 
subject. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  suggested,  that 
tbe  consideration  of  this  part  of  the  bill  and 
the  amendment  might  be  deferred  to  tbe 
third  readins.  The  amendment  in  its  pre- 
sent state  might  be  productive  of  great  in- 
convenience, as  there  were  many  other  acts 
similarly  worded,  on  which  similar  doubts 
might  be  raised. 

Amendment  postponed. 

Lord  Cottenham  then  moved  the  omis. 
sion  of  the  compensation  clauses,  which 
would  be  restored  in  another  place. 

Lord  Brougham  wished,  on  the  subject 
of  compensation,  to  read  a  note  wbich^  he 
bad  received  from  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend,  tbe  Lord  Chief  Justice  (Denman). 
The  noble  and  learned  Lord  read  tbe  note, 
which  referred  to  the  noble  Lord's 
(Brougham's)  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  any 
increase  of  the  judges  in  any  of  the  courts; 
and  said,  that  tbe  writer  concurred  with 
him  (Lord  Brougham)  in  dissenting  from 
the  principle  of  compensation  in  all  cases 
where  the  parties  appointed  to   the  of« 
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fice  intended  to  be  aboluhod  or  re- 
modelled had  due  notice  of  such  in* 
tention  at  the  time  of  their  appoint- 
ment. On  this  principle^  he  objected 
to  compensation  being  given  for  the  lots  of 
his  appointment  to  the  mastor  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer^  to  whose  talents  and  high 
eharactor  he  oordiaUy  bore  his  full  testi- 
mony. Neither  did  he  think  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  was 
entitled  to  compensation  fur  the  loss  of  any 
patronage  which  he  had  in  that  high  office, 
as  he  must  have  been  aware  of  the  contem- 
plated changes  at  the  time  of  his  appoint- 
ment. He  would  admit  that  compensa- 
tions for  legal  and  other  civil  appointments 
had  been  allowed  under  the  Municipal  Cor- 
poration Act,  but  these  were  under  peculiar 
circumstances,  which  did  not  exist  in  the 
cases  to  which  he  referred.  The  noble  and 
learned  Lord  was  understood,  in  conclusion, 
to  express  his  concurrence  in  the  principles 
laid  down  in  his  noble  and  Learned  Friend's 
note. 

Tlie  amendment  (for  the  omission  of  the 
money  clauses)  was  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

PuNisHMJBNT  o»  Dbath.]  The  Earl 
of  JVickluw  wished,  before  the  rising  of  the 
House,  to  call  the  attention  of  their  Lord- 
ships, particularly  of  his  noble  Friends,  her 
Majesty's  Ministers,  to  a  subject  which  he 
considered  of  much  importance.  It  would 
be  in  the  recollection  of  their  Lordships 
that,  some  time  last  Session  a  loll  had  been 
passed  for  abolishing  the  Punishment  of 
Death  in  certain  eases,  but  the  faill  applied 
to  Great  Britain  and  did  not  extend  to 
Ireland.  Now,  he  considered  It  a  very 
singular  anomaly  that  there  should  be  one 
law  for  the  punishment  of  the  same  dass 
of  crimes  in  one  part  of  the  United  King* 
dom  and  another  in  another,  and  that  what 
was  punished  with  a  milder  sentenoe  in  one 
pUce  should  be  visited  with  the  penalty  of 
death  in  another.  He  had  felt  it  his  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  ooUe  Marquess 
lately  at  tlie  head  of  the  Home  Department 
to  the  droumstanoe,  and  pointed  out  to  him 
that  as  a  considerable  period  must  elapse 
before  the  act  came  into  operation,  there 
would  be  time  to  remove  the  anomaly  befoie 
them,  ^  The  noble  Marquess  at  the  time 
gave  him  what  he  considered  as  a  pledge 
that  the  Government  would  take  up  the 
matter,  but  as  the  noble  Marquess  having 
retired  from  office  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  fuiai  that  pledge,  he  begged  to  call  the 
attention  of  his  noble  Friends  the  Members 


of  the  Government  to  the  subject,  and  hoped 
that  something  would  be  done  in  it« 

The  Duke  of  WeUingUm  Mid,  that  be 
would  lose  no  time  in  oslling  the  attention 
of  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  fcr 
the  Home  Department  to  the  matter* 

Adjourned. 


BOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Monday,  September  6^  1841. 

MxNUTu.]  Bilk.  RmA  fini  iiine:-~L«s>B  N«vlgitioa. 
— PMfed  through  all  itt  itagMi— Earl  of  Scaitnzough^ 
Indemnity. 

FMlttoM  praMBUd.  By  Mr.  Haiiw.  fhmi  WilUttn  Bias- 
land,  for  a  Rapaal  of  all  Taxas  on  Food. 

elections.  Petitions  oonplaining  of«  for  Cardlfaiii  b., 
Cork  oo.,  Kerry,  Nottin^am,  t,  WakcAeld,  Dudley, 
Wigtown,  RodMiter,  Athkme,  GloueaMer,  cy.,  Dublta, 
cy.,  Blackburn,  I^outh,  Tipperary,  Llchfleld.  Smitb- 
amptoD,  to  Flint,  Newry,  Newport,  Kinsale,  Slgin 
Bufghs,  Sudbury,  Bewdley,  Reading,  Peorhyn,  and 
Palmoulb. 

Thb  Earl  op  ScARBoaouira  Ikdbm- 
NiTT.]  A  hill  for  the  indemnification  of 
ihe  right  hon.  John  Sa?ille  Lumley,  Earl 
of  Scarborough,  from  the  penahies  in- 
curred by  him,  in  having  sat  and  voted  in 
the  House  of  liOrds,  without  having  first 
duly  taken  the  oaths,  and  signed  the 
Parliamentary  roll,  to  which  they  asked 
the  concurrence  of  the  House,  was  brought 
down  from  the  House  of  Lords,  and  read 
first  time. 

Sir  T.  Fremantle  briefly  stated  the 
object  of  the  bill,  and  saiil,  that  he  had 
been  requested  to  apply  to  the  House 
that  the  standing  orders  might  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  bill  passed  through  all  its 
stages  that  evening.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
cited  the  case  of  the  Earl  of  Haiborough, 
in  1820,  as  a  precedent. 

Viscount  Palmerston  was  ready  to  give 
his  assent  to  the  proposed  course  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  WaUey  said,  that  he  did  not  mean 
to  oppose  the  bill,  but  rose  to  express 
a  hope^  that  when»  through  ignorance, 
a  poor  man  violated  the  law,  the  same 
course  would  be  pursued  in  respect  of  hia 
offence* 

Bill  passed  through  its  several  stagea, 
and  returned  to  the  Lords. 

The  Speech— Supply.]  On  the  Order 
of  the  Day  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Speech  of  the  Lords  Commisioners  being 
read. 

Sir  O.  Clerk  said,  that  In  the  absence 
of  the  responsible  Ministers  of  the  Crowoi 
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be  thoiild  oot  think  of  making  aoy  motion 
on  whieh  aoy  difference  of  opinion  would 
be  likely  to  rite>  but  it  wai  necessary  that 
the  tteaal  motion  that  a  supply  be  granted 
to  her  Majesty  should  be  made»  before  the 
public  business  could  be  proceeded  with. 
He  would,  therefore,  a?ai(  himself  of  the 
meeting  of  the  House  that  day  and  to** 
morrow,  to  take  steps  which  would  facili- 
tate the  progress  of  business,  when  the 
responsible  Ministers  of  the  Crown  should 
take  their  places.  He  would,  therefore, 
move,  that  a  supply  be  granted  to  her 
Majesty* 

Motion  agreed  to ;  it  was  ordered  that 
the  committee  on  the  Navy  Pay  Bill  be 
taken  on  Wedneday,  and  the  House  ad^ 
joumed. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday t  September  7,  1841. 

MiMVTM.1    null.    RMdAthlidanMt«Fon40iMnC(iM« 

entions  AdmiaiiCration  of  Justice. 
Pedtioiu  pMented.    By  the  Bishop  or  Chichester,  from 

fte  ClHsy  and  Af«lidei«oiiiy  of  ChMMMerilbr  mi  Alter- 

adoa  ia  the  aode  of  aatliig  TitbM. 

Delays  or  ths  Law.]  Lord  Broug" 
ham  said,  he  had  to  present  a  petition 
from  Isaac  Winter,  a  poor  man  of  Wilton, 
in  the  county  of  Somerset.  This  unfor- 
tunate man  stated,  that  he  was  suitor  in  a 
case  pending  before  their  Lordships  as  an 
appeal,  and  his  complaint  was  of  the  delay 
which  had  arisen  in  its  conskleration.  In 
the  course  of  the  discussion  on  the  appeal, 
some  questions  of  law  had  arisen,  on 
which  It  became  necessary  to  have  the 
opinions  of  the  judges,  and  the  questions 
had  been  referred  to  those  learned  per- 
sons soma  time  in  1839,  but  they  had  not 
agreed  upon  the  answers  that  should  be 
given.  The  fact  was,  the  questions  in- 
volved points  of  law  of  great  difficulty, 
and  he  believed  that  of  the  judges  to 
whom  the  qoestiona  were  referred,  half 
were  of  one  opiokio,  and  half  of  another. 
However,  it  waa  of  great  coosequence  to 
thia  poor  man,  who  was  now  seventy  years 
oU,  tlmt  a  deciak>n  should  be  given  aa 
early  aa  poseible,  for  the  case  was  one  of 
gieat  hardiUp.  Ho  had  mentmoed  the 
case»  knowing  that  the  mere  mention  of 
it  would  be  enough  to  direct  the  attention 
of  fajs  noUe  and  learned  Friend  on  the 
woolaack  to  it. 

Old  Pekal  Sxatvtib.]  Lord  Brcug- 


ham  wished  to  eall  the  attention  of  their 
Lordships,  and  more  particularly  that  of 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  on  the  wool- 
sack, to  another,  and  in  his  opinion,  very 
important  subject-^he  meant  the  state  of 
our  penal  statutes*  It  was  a  fact  well 
known  to  very  many  of  their  Lordships, 
that  there  existed  un  our  statute-book 
many  penal  statutes,  which  contained  very 
high  and  severe  penalties  attaching  to  the 
commission  of  certain  acts,  or  the  omis^ 
sion  of  certain  forms,  and  instead  of  these 
being  allowed  to  remain  a  dead  letter,  or 
erased,  they  were  sometimes  made  a  handle 
for  the  infliction  of  great  oppression.  The 
case  of  the  bill  wbiob  their  Lordships  had 
passed  yesterday,  was  an  illustration  of 
the  kind  of  penal  statute  to  which  he  had 
referred.  There  were  on  our  statute-book 
certain  high  penalties  to  be  inflicted  on 
Members  of  either  House  of  Parliament, 
for  taking  their  seats  and  voting,  without 
taking  the  oaths,  and  subscribing  the  Par* 
liamentary  roll,  but  those  were  so  ex- 
tremely severe-**so  far  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  acts  or  omissions  to  which  they 
were  attached,  that  no  one  ever  dreamed 
that  they  ought  to  be  inflicted.  If  the 
penalty  were  a  fine  of  40/.  or  50/.,  or 
100/.,  it  would  be  considered  quite  enough, 
and  it  would  be  at  once  paid,  without  for 
a  moment  rendering  a  bill  of  indemnity 
necessary ;  but  what  were  the  penalties  as 
they  now  existed  on  the  statute-book,  ap- 
plying to  the  case  he  had  referred  to  ?  They 
amounted  to  a  total  and  perpetual  dis- 
qualification for  holding  any  situation  of 
trust  or  honour  or  profit;  they  incapa- 
citated the  unfortunate  oflender,  however 
much  his  act  might  have  been  an  error  of 
which  he  was  unoonscious  at  the  time, 
for  ever  having  a  eeat  in  either  House  of 
Parliament ;  they  incspacitated  him  from 
the  power  of  aoing,  or  of  entering  any  plea 
in  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  or  from 
taking  any  legacy  or  any  gift  or  profit  by 
any  legal  document*  In  fact,  this  was 
total  civil  incapacitation,  and  almost  equi- 
valent to  civil  death,  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  do  one  thought  that  the  penalty 
ought  to  be  enforced  ;  and  as  it  ought  not 
to  be  enforced,  it  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  remain  on  the  statute-book.  There 
were  other  penal  statotee  whkh,  though 
not  so  severe  in  the  penalties  they  enacted, 
were  nevertheless  extremely  annoying  and 
harassing,  and  might  be  made  a  means  of 
gratifying  private  rancour  or  animosity. 
He  alluded  to  thote  statatee  intended  to 
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enforce  attendance  of  persons  at  their 
parish  churches  on  Sundays :  by  one  sta- 
tute the  fine  was  Is,  for  each  omission  to 
go  to  church  on  Sunday ;  but  by  another 
statute,  the  fine  was  raised  to  20/.,  if  the 
party  omitted  to  attend  his  parish  church 
for  four  successive  Sundays.  These,  he 
repeated,  were  in  themselves  most  annoy* 
ing,  not  so  much  from  the  amount  of  the 
fines  they  inflicted,  though  in  the  second 
case  to  which  he  had  referred,  the  fine 
would  be  ruinous  to  many,  but  from  the 
harassing  and  abuses  to  which  they  might 
give  rise.  It  was  not,  he  believed,  more 
than  a  month  back  from  the  time  he  was 
speaking,  when  eleven  persons  were  con- 
victed in  Is.  penalties  for  non-attendance 
at  church  on  Sundays.  The  fines,  it  was 
true,  were  not  much,  but  there  were,  be- 
sides, the  costs  where  the  parties  refused 
to  pay.  In  one  case  the  costs  were  14s., 
and  in  another  23$.,  and  for  non-payment 
one  party  was  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned 
sixty-three,  and  the  other  sixty-one  days. 
Now,  he  supposed  their  Lordships  would 
agree  with  him  in  thinking,  that  any  per- 
son who  was  anxious  to  see  the  parish 
churches  duly  attended  on  Sundays,  could 
not  well  hit  upon  a  mode  worse  calculated 
to  insure  that  object  than  those  coercing 
fines.  Indeed,  it  was  about  the  best  mode 
of  insuring  church  non-attendance  that 
could  be  devised ;  besides,  as  he  had  said, 
this  power  was  liable  to  be  perverted  to 
most  capricious  purposes.  He  cast  no 
blame  on  any  body;  but  surely  our  statutes 
ought  not  to  be  left  in  a  state  in  whiqh  to 
enforce  them  would  be  disgraceful.  He 
had  heard  blame  cast  for  having  many  of 
these  fines  received  on  account  of  the 
Sovereign,  or  of  the  State,  but  there  was 
no  option,  when  once  the  statute  was  en- 
forced. He  repeated,  that  he  mentioned 
these  circumstances  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  attention  of  Government,  and 
particularly  of  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
on  the  woolsack,  directed  to  the  subject. 
The  law  ought  to  be  altered  on  these 
matters,  or  perhaps,  what  would  be  better, 
there  ought  not  to  be  any  law  at  all  on 
many  of  them. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

FORBIGKERS   COKSECRATIOK 

Of  Bishops.]  The  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury moved  the  third  reading  of  the  Fo- 
reigners Consecration  of  Bishop's  Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  did  not  exactly 
understand  the  grounds  upon  which  this 


bill  had  been  mtrodnced,  and  looked  upon 
it  as  being  quite  unnecessary  and  useless. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterlntry  said 
that  the  bill  had  been  introduced  with  a 
view  to  the  better  regulation  of  the  con- 
gregations of  English  persons,  who  may 
be  settled  in  foreign  countries,  and  more 
particularly  on  the  shores  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean and  in  the  Turkish  empire.  The 
bill,  it  was  to  be  observed,  could  be  put 
into  operation  only  upon  the  concurrence 
of  her  Majesty  being  expressed — and  it 
had  been  introduced  with  the  perfect  sup- 
port of  her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  said  that  his  ob- 
jection was  that  the  bill  was  not  called  for 
by  necessity.  It  was  an  enlargement  of  the 
act  of  George  dd,  and  it  assumed  that  it 
was  unlawful  for  any  Archbishop  to  con- 
secrate a  Bishop  without  the  license  of  the 
Crown.  It  did  not  appear  to  him,  how- 
ever, that  this  was  the  case.  With  respect 
to  the  consecration  of  Bishops  in  England, 
no  doubt  the  license  of  the  Crown  was  re- 
quisite, but  that  was  required  in  reference, 
not  to  the  spiritual  affairs  of  the  Bishops, 
but  to  their  temporalities.  This  bill,  how- 
ever, related  solely  to  the  spiritual  matters 
of  the  new  Bishops  proposed  to  be  ap- 
pointed, and  he  conceived  that  it  was 
quite  unnecessary. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  said, 
that  several  eminent  learned  persons  had 
been  consulted  on  the  subject,  and  they 
were  all  of  opinion  that  such  an  act  as  the 
present  was  necessary.  The  law  was  lia- 
ble to  great  doubts  and  exposed  him  and 
others  to  a  charge  of  acting  illegally.  To 
remove  these  doubts  was  the  object  of  the 
Bill.  It  was  brought  forward  by  the  ad-* 
vice  and  recommendation  of  the  law  offi« 
cers  of  the  Crown. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor  thought  it  was 
somewhat  of  an  anomaly  that  Archbishops 
and  Bishops,  who  claimed  the  right  of  or- 
dination by  virtue  of  their  spiritual  succes- 
sion  from  the  apostles,  and  down  from  our 
Saviour  himself,  should  still  consider 
themselves  not  entitled  to  exercise  that 
power  without  license  from  the  Crown. 
He  would  not  oppose  the  passing  of  the 
Bill,  but  he  considered  it  wholly  unneces- 
sary.— Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Administration  of  Justice.]  Lord 
Cottenham  moved  the  third  reading  oi 
the  Administration  of  Justice  Bill. 

Bill  read  a  third  time*    )OQle 
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LokI  Campbell  had  prepared  a  clause, 
in  pnrsuance  of  the  intention  he  had  given 
on  a  preyious  evening,  in  order  to  remove 
doubts  as  to  the  eligibility  of  Irish  barris- 
ters for  the  situation  of  Vice-Chancellor 
under  the  Bill  then  before  their  Lordships. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  as  the  Bill  at  pre- 
sent stood  such  a  clause  was  necessary. 
The  Bill  referred  to  the  English  Court  of 
Chancery  and  the  English  Court  of  £z- 
chequer,  and  when  it  stated  barrister- at- 
law,  it  might  very  naturally  be  inferred 
that  it  merely  applied  to  English  barris- 
ters. With  every  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  on  the 
woolsack,  he  continued  to  think  that  such 
an  amendment  as  this  was  necessary. 
To  obviate  the  objection  of  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend,  that  the  insertion  of  the 
declaration  might  render  other  acts  doubt- 
ful, he  had  worded  the  clause  so  as  to  ap- 
ply to  the  present  and  to  all  acts  which 
had  passed  in  which  the  word  '<  barrister^' 
might  occur.  The  noble  Lord  moved  his 
amendment,  to  the  effect,  **  And  be  it 
further  enacted  and  declared,  that  in  the 
construction  of  this  Act,  and  of  every 
other  Act  relating  to  offices  and  appoint- 
ments, the  expression  barrister,  or  barris- 
ter-at-law  be  taken  to  mean  barristers 
practising  in  England  or  Ireland,  unless 
where  it  may  be  otherwise  expressly  pro- 
vided.'' 

Lord  Brougham  thought  it  a  very  useful 
addition  to  be  made  to  the  bill,  and  if  it 
satisfied  a  respectable,  a  learned,  and  able 
body  of  men,  it  ought  to  be  introduced. 
He  would  remind  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend,  however,  that  when  the  bill  was 
sent  down  to  the  other  House  last  year, 
when  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  was  a 
Member  of  that  House,  he  had  not  then 
thought  of  introducing  such  a  clause.  It 
appeared  to  him,  that  the  bill  would 
merely  make  them  eligible,  and  it  was 
ver^  proper  that  they  should  be  so ;  but 
let  it  not  go  for  more  than  it  was  worth — 
let  it  be  understood,  that  there  was  no  in- 
tention of  appointmg  an  Irish  barrister 
to  such  a  situation. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  the 
amendment  was  most  comprehensive,  for 
it  went  to  include  all  acts  in  which  the 
word  '^  barrister''  occurred;  but  there 
were  some  appointments  which  were  only 
by  Irish,  and  some  only  by  English  bar- 
risters, such  for  instance  as  the  barristers 
revising  the  registration. 

Lord  Brougham.'^Thtte   the  proyiso 


came  in,  <' unless  otherwise  provided;" 
but  it  was  not  so  in  the  present  bill. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  had  no  objection 
to  the  amendment,  but  he  had  always  un- 
derstood, that  '*  barrister^'meant  a  mem- 
her  of  either  bar.  There  were,  he  was 
aware,  instances  of  exceptions — for  In- 
stance, the  revising  barristers  in  Ireland 
must  be  altogether  Irish,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  English  bar ;  and  there  were  some 
other  instances  where  the  members  of  the 
Irish  bar  were  named,  to  the  exclusion  of 
English;  but  when  this  was  done,  and 
when  the  particular  bar  was  named,  the 
fair  inference  was,  that  when  not  so  named 
the  word  ^*  barrister"  should  be  taken  to 
mean  a  member  of  either. 

Lord  Campbell  said,  that  his  attention 
had  been  called  to  the  clause  by  some 
eminent  Irish  barristers,  and  by  some  of 
the  Irish  judges. 

Bill  passed. 

Bishops  (Irelakd.)]  Lord  Wham'- 
cliffe  brought  up  a  report  from  a  com- 
mittee of  their  Lordships,  naming  the 
four  Irish  Bishops  whose  turn  it  was  to 
sit  in  the  House  for  the  present  Session, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  He 
then  moved,  that  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
Derry  having  taken  the  oaths  and  his  seat 
by  mistake,  thinking  that  it  was  his  turn  to 
sit  as  one  of  the  four  Irish  Bishops  for  the 
present  Session,  his  name  be  struck  off 
the  roll. 

Ordered. 

DuBLiK  CoRPOHATioNs.]  The  Earl 
of  Glengall  had  to  present  to  their  Lord- 
ships a  petition  on  a  subject  of  consider- 
able importance,  to  which  he  was  anxious 
to  call  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  Go* 
vernment.  It  was  from  Dublin,  and 
signed  by  about  1,000  inhabitants,  mer- 
chants, bankers,  and  others,  being  house- 
holders and  ratepayers  in  that  city.  The 
petitioners  complained  of  several  gross 
practices  with  respect  to  the  burgess-roil, 
on  the  insertion  of  the  names  on  which 
roll  was  founded  the  right  to  vote  for 
members  and  officers  of  the  corporation. 
The  subject  was  one  which  very  natu- 
rally excited  very  strong  feelings.  The 
petition  detailed  such  scenes  of  fraud  and 
corruption  as  never  before,  he  believed, 
had  come  before  their  Lordships,  even 
from  Ireland  itself.  The  object  of  those 
fraudulent  practie^w|f8ytQjnflu§nc$jote8 
in  the  electioa  of  municipal  officcfn.    The 
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burgeit-roU  was  Ailed  up,  or  ought  to  b€» 
only  with  the  n%m%$  of  those  who  were 
luider  etseumtnts  lo  the  Poor-rates  to 
the  enouDt  of  10/.  a*year.    Now,  the 
petUionert  complained,  that  gross  frauds 
were  praetised  to  create  a  Mitious  con* 
stituency;  for  this  purpose  many  alter* 
atioos  were  made,  ana  names  were  so 
entered,  that  it  was  Impoesible  for  the 
revising-barrister  to  know  who  bad  the 
right  to  fote,  and  who  had  not ;  names 
were  entered  to  give  facilities  for  person* 
ation.    The  net  annual  value  was  also 
altered.    Some  who  had  been  assessed  at 
71.  had  that  changed  to  10/.  Others  again 
had  an  addition  of  II.  5s,  6d,  made  to  the 
assessment,  so  as  to  bring  it  up  to  10/. 
The  fraudulent  practices  were,  in  a  word, 
ao  various  and  so  nusserous,  that  it  was 
almost  impoHible  to  get  a  correct  list. 
How  all  those  evils  were  to  be  remedied 
he  did  not  know,  but  he  supposed  the. 
subject  should  be  investigated  in  some 
way.     He  believed,  that  by  one  clause  of 
the  Irish  Munkipal  Corporation  Act,  the 
Lord*Lieutenant    and  douncil    had    the 
power  to  grant  time  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  into  inquiries,  were  such  abuses 
were  proved,  in  order  to  have  the  false 
entries  corrected.     He  did  not  suppose 
their  Lordships  had  any  power  to  inter* 
fere,  but  nevertheless,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  bring  the  sulijeet  under  their  notice  as 
one  which  had  created  immense  excite* 
ment  in  Dublin.     When  the  Irish  Muni- 
cipal Corporation  Act  was  under  discus- 
sion by  their  Lordships,  he  had  in  common 
Ivith  many  other  noble  Lords,  strongly 
objected  to  the  city  of  Dublin  in  the  bill, 
beoause  he  foresaw  the  gross  practices 
which  would  be  reeorted  to  by  one  P^^rty 
to  carry  the  elections  of  corporate  omeers 
their  own  way.    The  facts  now  stated  in 
the  petition  before  the  House  fully  bore 
oat  all  that  he  had  anticipated.     The 
struggle  whioh  he  had  foreseen  had  now 
eommeoced,  and  If  the  churchwardens 
and  others  in  authority  perssitled  such 
scenes,  they  would  become  partisans,  and 
in  a  short  time  it  would  be  seen,  that  the 
corporation  of  Dublin  would  be  in  the 
bands  of  Repealers  and  other  agitators, 
that  the  Maosloo*house  would  become 
the  arena  for  those  scenes  which  now 
usually  took  place  at  the  Com  Exchange, 
and  that  in  **  the  KingVroom  **  questions 
would  be  discussed  whether  Ireland  was 
to  continue  under  the  sway  of  a  British 
Sovereifii,     The    petitieiiere    eameetly 
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prayed  their  Lordshipe  to  take  these  mat 
ters  into  their  consideration,  and  to  di 
all  in  their  power  by  inquiry  to  correc 
these  gross  abuses.  If  their  Lordship 
had  no  power  to  interpose,  why  be  it  so 
but  he  did  hope  that  inquiry  wouhi  b 
instituted  in  some  quarter  before  the  nex 
month. 

The  Duke  of  WeUutgHm  was  oblige* 
to  the  noble  Esil  for  having  called  hi 
attention  to  tbne  matters,  but  the  aobl 
Earl  must  see,  that  the  question  was  oii 
in  which  the  House  of  Lords  had  n 
power  to  interfere.  If  it  was  a  questioi 
on  which  the  activity  of  the  Pooi 
law  CommisskHiers  of  Ireland,  or  c 
the  guardians  of  the  poor,  could  b 
of  use  in  putting  an  etid  to  the  griei 
ances,  then  they  ou|bt  to  be  n 
quired  to  lend  their  aki  in  any  way  the 
could.  Or,  if  bis  noble  Friend,  the  nobl 
Earl,  had  said  the  Lord*»lieu tenant  c 
Ireland  in  council  had  power  to  interfer< 
then  that  waa  the  quarter  to  which  ap 
plication  should  be  made.  If,  howevei 
the  noble  Earl  would  give  him  a  copy  < 
the  petition,  he  would  direct  that  inquir 
should  be  made  into  its  allegations,  an 
the  practices  to  which  they  referred. 

Lord  Bnmgham  expressed  his  full  coc 
currenca  in  what  had  fallen  from  tfa 
noble  Duke,  that  the  House  of  Lord 
could  not  interfere  in  this  matter.  A 
the  same  time  there  could  be  no  ob 
jection  to  the  presentation  of  the  pet 
tion,  which  properly  enough  prayed  fo 
inquiry. 

The  Duke  of  WellingtoH  did  not  in  an 
degree  blame  bis  noble  Friend  for  pre 
senting  the  petition,  or  for  calling  tfa 
attention  of  Uovernment  to  it«-H}uiie  th 
contrary.  The  petition  was  no  doubt 
very  proper  one.  All  that  he  sakl  wai 
that  it  was  a  matter  in  which  he  did  nc 
think  that  their  Lordships  had  any  powi 
to  interfere. 

Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Adjourned. 
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QoALiviOATioN  or  Membbrs.]  Mr. 
Gftene  proposed  the  foUowing  resolutions, 
which  were  read  by  the  Cleik  at  the 
Table:— 

^  !•  Tbftt  every  peison  elected  and  veturned 
•  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  any 
oottBty,  riding,  or  division  of  a  county,  or  for 
any  city,  borough,  orCioque  Port  of  England, 
Wales,  or  Ireland,  or  for  ihe  town  of  Berwick- 
upon-Tweed|  whose  qualification  is  expressly 
oDJected  to  in  any  election  petition,  shall 
within  afteen  days  after  the  petition  read,  give 
to  the  clerii  of  the  House  of  Commons  a 

Ktper,  signed  by  himself,  containing  the  Ibl- 
winf  partieularsj  that  is  to  say-i* 

*'  If  toe  qualification  of  such  Member  shall 
arise  wholly  or  in  part  out  of  lands,  tenements, 
or  hereditaments,  then  a  rental  or  particular  of 
the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 
wheroby  he  makes  out  such  his  qoaltftcation. 

**  If  the  qualifieation  of  such  Member  shall 
arise  wholly  or  in  part  out  of  personal  estate^ 
th?n  the  particulars  of  such  personal  estate, 
and  of  the  income  arising  therefrom,  and  upon 
what  security  and  iu  whose  names  such  perso- 
nal estate  is  vested^  and  by  whom  the  income 
thereof  Is  payable  :  and  that  any  person  con- 
eenied  may  have  a  copy  of  such  paper. 

'*9,  That  of  such  lands,  tenements,  heredi- 
tamealSt  aod  personal  estate,  whereof  the 
pary  bath  not  been  in  possession  or  recwpt 
of  the  rents  or  income  for  three  years  before 
the  election,  he  shall  also  insert  in  the  same 
paper  (torn  what  person,  and  by  what  convey- 
ance, assignmeut,  or  act  in  law  he  claims  and 
derivee  the  same ;  and  also  the  consideration, 
if  any,  paid  for  the  same,  and  the  names  and 
*      lofab^ 


abode  of  the  witnesses  to  snob  con- 
veyance assignment,  or  act  in  law  and  psj^ 

"  3.  Iliat  if  any  Member  whose  qualiflca^ 
tion  Is  so  objected  to  shall  decline  to  defend 
bis  election  or  return,  and  if  any  other  person 
shall  be  admitted  to  defend  the  same,  such 
other  person  shall,  within  eisht  days  after  he 
sbaU  be  so  admitted  to  defend  the  same,  leave 
with  Ihe  clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons  the 
like  account,  in  writing,  of  the  qualification 
of  such  Member  as  is  required  from  a  sitting 
Member. 

«<4.  That  If  any  sitting  Member  whose 
election  or  return  shall  be  petitioned  against, 
or  any  party  admitted  to  defend  the  election 
or  reUini  or  snob  Member^  ^all  think  At  to 

SufstioB  the  qualifieation  of  any  petitioner, 
laimioff  to  have  had  a  right  to  be  eleoted  or 
returnea  in  the  place  of  such  Member,  such 
sitting  Member  shall,  within  eight  days  after 
the  petition  read,  and  such  other  party  within 
eight  days  af^r  being  admitted  to  delbnd  the 
oleetion  or  return,  leave  notice  thereof  in  wri- 
tiof  with  the  petitioner  or  his  agent ;  and  the 
petitioner  shall  in  such  case,  within  eight  days 
after  such  noticsi  leave  with  tlie  clerk  of  the 
House  of  Commons  the  like  account,  in  wri- 
ting, of  his  qualification,  as  is  required  for  a 
ritUngMember,''^ 


Mr.  C  Builer  was  of  opinion,  looking 
at  the  thin  state  of  the  House,  thiit  the 
question,  which  was  undoubtedly  impor- 
tant, could  not  then  be  satisfhctoriiy  dis* 
Ottssed. 

Mr.  Hawes  thought  more  time  was  re- 
quired to  consider  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  resolution ;  and  ho  begged 
leave  to  suggest  that  the  subject  be  post- 
poned. 

Debate  adjourned.*— House  adjourned. 


UO(JS£  OF  LORDS, 

Wednesday 9  September  8, 1841 » 

of  Scarborough**  Indemnity, 

A^ournod  to  the  aOth  of  September. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Wednesday t  September  S,  1841. 

M  mvTB&l    Mflntaen  of  tlM  OoMnl  CommittM  of  BIm. 

UoM  far  th>  pwnat  Hm\m»  lypnUrtiwt  by  th^Sps^^nr^ 
JUtm  Wiiti.    For  Tanwortk*  in  Uie  iocmh  oT  ttm  rigtit  ImSi 

Sir  Robert  Peel«  Bertw  Flnt  Lord  of  the  Tromiiy. 
For  Cunbridge  Univenity,  In  the  room  of  the  right  hou. 

Hairy  GouHmin,  Chaaeeliar  of  tlie  Bsehequer* 
For  the  Northern  Diviilon  of  Lencaihiie,  In  the  mom  oT 

Ixird  Stanley,  Seovtaiy  of  StMSi 
For  Dorcheiter.  In  the  room  of  Star  JwmmOnhua,  Sesn- 

tary  of  State, 
For  the  Eaitem  Dlvtolon  of  Kent.  In  the  room  of  Sir  Ed- 

Hard  KnatflhbttUt  Payma»ter<3eneraL 
Wet  I  aummwin,  In  the  aoom  of  8lf  Henty  HavABge,  St- 

ereCaiy  at  War, 
For  U>e  Southern  PiTltioa  of  Notttnghamhlfi*  In  the 

room  of  Lord  I^inooln,  Chief  CommMoocr  of  Wooda 


For  the  Oonnty  of  Moamomh,  In  the  room  of  Lord  Ovbi»> 

tUIb  Semoaet,  Chaneellor  ot  the  Duchy  of  Lanearter. 
For  liie  County  of  WeHmonriand.  in  the  loom  of  Lord 

LowUitr,  eaUed  to  Uia  HouMof  Pmis  by  the  UUatf 

Baron  LowUier,  of  Whitehaven. 
For  Cardiff,  in  the  room  of  John  Iltid  NkhoUi  Eiq.,  Judge 

Advuoato  OeMtal. 
For  £art  CoiQiiaU,  inUwraon  cTUfd  BHot,  Pttaidpa 

Secretary  to  the  Lord'Lleutenant  of  Ireland. 
Far  Bury  Sk  BdmimdV,  in  the  room  of  Earl  Jermyn, 

Treaiurer  of  h(r  H»ieitf»  Houidiold. 
For  Marlborough,  in  tha  room  of  Lofd  BrsMl  Bruee^  5^oe< 

Chamberbun  of  her  Ua^aif%  Houwhold. 
FW  Neimk,  In  the  room  of  Mr.  ObNlalooa,  Vlee-Pverident 

of  ew  Botfd  of  Tmdf ,  iBd  Maitar  of  Um  Mint, 
For  HuntfiMdoo.  in  the  room  of  Sir  Fr«d«lcfc  i^aUkMk^ 

Attomey-OeneraL 
For  the  City  of  Bseler,  la  tht  room  cT  at  WiUim  FiiMt^ 

Soli(dtap»OeoM»L 
For  the  Shire  of  Bute,  hi  the  room  of  Sir  WilliiMn  Rm^ 

Leid-Advoeate  of  Seotland. 
ForWenlodi,  In  the  room  of  Mb  JnM  Mitem  Oaiiall,  a 

UrdoftbeTmaittry. 
For  Marlboroogh,  hi  the  room  of  Mr*  H.  Btaigfaam  Baring^ 

a  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 
For  theConrfy  of  SUgo,  la  the  room  «f  CoIomI  itonMder 

Peroevalt  a  Lord  of  the  Treasoiy** 
For  the  Shire  of  Selkirk,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Alenrnder 

Priagle,  a  Lord  of  the  Troaaury, 


•  The  hoa.  MmbotH  flm  Appototiscet  in  Ml  « 

plflt9d|«B4|MWHin«de9«i)egDt;At.Anai.       (3 
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1^  the  Shin  of  Atwrdceo,  In  ttexoom  oftbe  boo.  WUUtfn 
Gordon*  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

For  the  Goontf  of  Tyrone,  in  the  room  of  the  right  hon. 
Hcmy  Thomie  Lowry  Coiry,  a  Lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

For  the  Borough  of  Huntingdon,  in  the  room  of  Colonel 
Jonathan  Peel,  Surreyor-Oeneral  of  the  Ordnance. 

For  the  Boroogh  of  Chippenham,  in  the  room  of  Captabi 
Henry  George  BoM«o,  Clerfc  of  the  brdnanoe. 

For  the  Borough  of  Liabum,  in  the  room  of  Captain  Henry 
Meyndl,  one  of  her  Mifterty*!  Grooms  in  Waiting. 

For  the  Borough  of  Bridport,  hi  the  room  of  Mr.  H*  War- 
burton,  Steward  of  her  M^crty^  ChUtcm  Himdredi. 

For  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  hi  the  room  of  the 
hon.  W*  Duncombe,  turn  Lord  Feveriham. 

For  Bradftnrd,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Lirter,  deoeaaad. 

For  Sunderlud,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  W.  Thompaon.  Stew- 
ard of  her  Mitfcrty's  Chittem  Hundreds. 

Fte  the  City  of  Lichfield,  in  the  room  of  Sir  O.  Anaoa, 
Slawanl  of  the  Manor  of  Fioyning. 

Cork  Couutt  and  Meath  Elec- 
tions.] Mr.  Speaker  informed  the  House, 
that  he  had  received  the  following  letter 
from  Daniel  O'Connell,  esq.,  returned  for 
the  counties  of  Cork  and  Meath,  making 
his  election  for  the  county  of  Cork  :— 

^  Merrion  Square,  Dublin,  Ath  SeptABAl . 

''Sir — Having  heen  returned  to  serve  in 
the  present  Parliament  for  the  county  of 
Meatii  as  well  as  the  county  of  Cork,  I  heg 
leave  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  it  is  my  intention  to 
elect,  and  I  do  elect,  to  sit  for  the  county  of 
Cork. 

"  Should  anv  other  act  he  necessary,  on  my 
part,  to  cany  this  intention  into  effect,  so  that 
a  new  writ  may  issue  at  the  earliest  possible 

Seriod  for  the  county  of  Meath,  I  am  ready  to 
o  that  act  so  soon  as  I  am  apprised  of  the 
nature  of  iU 

''I  have  the  honour  respectfully  to  request, 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  my 
election  to  serve  for  the  county  of  Cork  in  the 
present  Parliament,  so  soon  as  the  rules  of  the 
House  will  permit  that  communication  to  be 
made,  in  order  to  allow  a  new  writ  to  issue 
ibr  the  County  of  Meath. 

''  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
*'  Your  obedient,  humble  Servant, 
''  Daniel  O'Connell, 
«  Zb  fA€  Speaker,  ^c.,  4c.  4^:." 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Sjpeaker  stated,  that 
•iDce  the  date  of  Mr.  O'ConnelPs  letter,  a 
petition  complaining  of  his  election  and 
return  for  the  county  of  Cork,  had  been 

Kesented  to  the  House,  and  that  the  hon. 
ember  was  consequently  prevented  from 
making  his  election. 

Order  [24th  August]  read,  at  foUow- 
eth:— 

**  Ordered— That  all  Members  who  are  re- 
turned for  two  or  more  places  in  any  part  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  do  make  their  election 
for  which  of  the  places  they  will  serve,  within 
Qoa  week  Ikom  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 


fourteen  days  before  limited  for  presenting 
petitions,  provided  there  be  no  question  upon 
the  return  for  that  place ;  and  if  anything  shall 
come  in  question  touching  the  return  or  eUo 
tion  of  any  Member,  he  is  to  withdraw  during 
the  time  the  matter  is  in  debate :  and  that  ail 
Members  returned  upon  double  returns  do 
withdraw*  till  their  returns  are  determined.'' 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Breach  op  Privileok— The  Timkb.] 
Mr.  Roebuck  rose  to  call  the  attentioD  of 
the  House  to  an  article  which  had  ap« 
peared  in  The  Timet  newspaper  of  that 
day,  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  reflecting 
on  his  character,  and  which  he  deemed  to 
be  a  Breach  of  the  Privileges  of  that 
House.  He  cared  not  for  it  penonallj. 
He  agreed  in  the  opinion  expresaed  by 
Dr.  Johnson,  that  no  man  could  be  writ- 
ten down  but  by  himself,  but  ha  consi* 
dered  the  statement  which  he  held  in  hit 
hand  so  gross  a  breach  of  privilege,  that 
though  he  did  not  mean  to  call  upon  the 
House  to  exercise  its  power,  yet  it  was  ■§ 
necessary  to  the  interests  of  morality  as  to 
the  advancement  of  the  business  of  pablie 
life,  that  it  should  not  be  pasaea  over 
unnoticed,  and  he  desired  to  be  underatood 
as  being  individually  responsible  in  bring* 
ing  it  before  the  House.  He  had  that 
confidence  in  his  own  character,  that  he 
doubted  not  it  would  stand  the  lest  of 
any  investigation,  and  it  behoved  him  to 
face  any  such  attempt  upon  his  character 
aa  that  which  had  been  made  in  the  news- 
paper which  he  held  in  his  hand.  He  had 
thought  it  his  duty  on  last  Monday,  as  the 
representative  of  a  very  large  conatitneocy 
who  had  returned  him  almost  nnsolicited 
on  his  part,  and,  what  perhapa  misht  be 
thought  more  remarkable  in  that  Hooae, 
unbouffht — representing  such  a  conatita* 
encj,  he  had  thought  it  right  to  give  a 
notice  respecting  the  Poor-law,  the  reaolt 
of  which  had  been  a  paragraph  in  The 
Timee  newspaper,  an  article  to  which  be 
solicited  the  attention  of  the  Membera  of 
that  House,  aa  an  attempt  to  frighten,  ay, 
to  bully  a  Member  oot  of  theezecotiM  of 
his  duty  upon  that  qoeation.  He  had 
thought  it  right  to  give  notice  of  a  nsotioo 
to  the  eflbct,  that  the  powers  ezerciaed  by 
the  Poor-law  Commisaionera  ahoald  be 
transferred  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  and 
for  having  done  so,  he  was  fiaited  wilb 
virulent  abuse  ■■described  aa  a  peiaon  only 
honourable  by  being  a  Member  of  that 
Honae.  He  had  been  long  beibie  the 
world  in  public  life,  and  hit  woold  defy 
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any  man  to  point  to  a  single  act  of  his 
life  that  could  have  deprived  him  of  that 
appellation.  Honourable!  Sir — why  not 
honourable?  It  stated,  that  he  was 
sprung  from  the  humbler  orders  of  society. 
Suppose  it  were  so,  was  that  to  be  any 
interruption  to  his  efficiently  discharging 
his  public  duty  ?  He  had  appeared  be- 
fore a  large  constituency  of  his  country- 
men,  and  he  now  represented  that  con- 
stituency in  Parliament.  Suppose  he  were 
not  descended,  as  he  was,  from  ancestors 
distinguished  for  science  and  literature, 
would  that  afford  a  reason  for  his  being 
made^he  mark  for  insinuations — that  he 
was  unfit  to  make  such  a  proposition  ?  It 
said,  wholly  unfit.  Of  that  he  would  ask 
the  60,000  inhabitants  of  Bath,  rather 
than  the  anonymous  scribbler  of  The 
Times.  He  would  remind  the  House, 
that,  according  to  its  rules,  he  might, 
at  the  end  of  his  speech  move  to 
bring  the  responsible  party  on  his  knees 
to  the  Bar  of  that  House.  He  claimed 
it  as  a  right  due  to  himself  and  to 
the  constituencies  of  the  empire,  that 
he  should  answer  such  flagrant  abuse  of 
the  liberty  of  the  press  as  it  ought  to  be 
answered.  There  was  upon  a  newspaper 
establishment  a  person  as  necessary  to  it 
as  its  editor,  who  was  called  its  respon« 
Sible  proprietor,  and  who  was  registered, 
and  whose  name  was  Lawson.  He  took 
it,  however,  that  the  chances  were,  that 
as  the  cards  stood,  that  person  was  not 
then  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  personal 
liberty.  Ay,  that  he  was  in  prison ;  for  so 
Itbellotts  was  The  Times,  that  the  presump- 
tion was,  that  he  who  represented  it  must 
be  in  prison.  That  man  bore  the  respon- 
sibility of  The  TimeSf  first  as  to  any  fines 
to  which  it  might  be  subject ;  nezt,  as  to 
any  imprisonment  to  which  the  proprietor 
of  the  paper  might  be  sentenced;  and, 
thirdly,  as  to  the  cudgelling  which  it 
might  deserve.  But  why?  He  bore  all 
the  responsibility;  the  writers  of  The 
Times  were  totally  irresponsible,  as  much 
so  as  if  the^  lived  in  South  Australis,  and 
penned  their  articles  there.  Did  any  hon. 
Member  think  that  the  writer  of  the  article 
of  which  he  complained  would  send  him 
his  name  to-night  on  his  return  home? 
No ;  he  chose  to  pen  the  article  in  which 
it  was  stated  that  he  (Mr.  Roebuck)  was 
wholly  nn worthy  of  the  name  of  an  ho- 
nourable man,  and  he  dared  not  give  his 
name.  Let  the  House  consider  the  morality 
of  that*    He  was  not  speaking  for  himself^ 


he  was  speaking  for  society  at  large,  and 
as  a  Member  of  that  House.  He  said  it 
was  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  that 
House  that  any  Member,  no  matter  how 
humble  his  position  might  be,  should  be 
so  traduced,  and  that  an  attempt  should 
be  made  to  bully  him— 'for  he  knew  no 
word  he  could  more  fitly  use  on  that  occa- 
sion— in  order  lo  prevent  his  execution  of 
his  duty,  and  that  for  such  purpose  such 
an  article  as  he  held  in  his  hand  should 
be  put  into  the  press.  He  asked  the 
House  whether  that  was  a  right  mode  of 
proceeding?  [InterruptionJ]  He  complained 
of  the  interruption,  and  the  more  that  he 
at  all  times  experienced  a  difficulty  in 
making  himself  understood  from  the  deli- 
cate slate  of  his  health.  Looking  at  the 
privileges  of  that  House,  be  would  ask 
them  if  they  did  not  pay  dearly  for  the 
advantages  derived  from  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  by  allowing  such  anonymous 
slanders  to  be  scattered  abroad,  against 
all  parties  who,  no  matter  for  what  mo- 
tives, might  deem  it  their  duty  to  take 
Eart  in  public  life.  He  would  ask  any 
on.  Gentleman  who  had  resd  that  arti- 
cle, and  who  had  known  him  since  he  had 
first  entered  into  public  life,  if  there  was 
anything  in  his  conduct,  public  or  private, 
that  could  justify  any  man  in  thus  at* 
tempting  to  depreciate  him  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  world  by  such  an  attack?  Was 
it  for  the  benefit  of  the  world  at  large  that 
such  proceedings  should  be  permitted? 
He  would  ask  the  House  to  consider  that 
point.  One  of  two  things  roust  be  the 
consequence — either  the  public,  for  the 
sake  of  their  own  security,  would  demand 
that  every  man  should  put  his  name  to 
the  articles  which  he  published,  or  a  bill 
must  be  brought  in,  requiring  that  every 
article  published  in  a  newspaper  should 
have  a  name  affixed  to  it  of^  some  person 
who  would  bear  the  responsibility.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  or  not  it  was  to 
be  suffered  that  Members  of  that  House 
should  be  attempted  to  be  frightened  from 
executing  their  duty  ?  He  should  continue 
his  course  of  duty  unrestrained  by  such 
attacks  of  the  press,  and  such  a  press ;  but 
he  chose  to  take  these  means  of  expressing 
his  opinion,  and  of  calling  for. the  opinion 
of  the  constituencies  of  hon.  Members,  to 
whom  he  put  it,  to  mark  their  approbation 
or  their  -disapprobation  of  the  course  of 
proceeding  which  such  a  newspaper  had 
chosen  to  adopt.  Before  he  finished,  he 
would  suggest^  if  Uiere  weraanxjnore^sen- 
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siiitre  than  himclf,— for  be  wai  not  to  be 
deterred  by  theie  attecks,  but  to  those 
who  might  be  more  lensitive  than  himteif, 
he  would  surest  an  infallible  remedy  for 
these  e? iie.  Violent  diseases  required  vio- 
lent remedies.  The  parties  making  the 
attack  were  irresponsible,  and  beyond 
reaeh«  They  could  not  be  got  at  either  by 
law  or  by  opinion.  He  wanted  to  know 
whether  they  could  not  be  got  at  other- 
wise, and  if  any  hon.  Members  were  at- 
tacked by  The  Timu^  and  did  not  wish 
for  a  repetition  of  the  attack,  he  would 
suggest  to  them  at  oooe  to  horsewhip  the 
proprietor,  Mr.  Walter,  and  they  might 
depeiid  upon  it  that  the  attack  would  not 
be  repeated.     [Ones  of  **  Order."! 

Sir  A,  InglU:  Does  the  hon.  Member 
intend  to  conclude  with  any  motion  7 

Mr.  Hoebwkf  I  shall  not  make  any 
motion. 

Sir  Jt.  ingUt  said,  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber  had,  then,  occupied  the  time  of  the 
House  very  needlassly  and  unnecessarily. 
The  hon.  Member  had  given  the  House  a 
dissertatbn  respecting  his  ancestors,  who, 
he  said  were  distinguished  in  art,  science, 
and  literature;  but  he  bad  not  conde- 
seended  to  state  who  they  were. 

Mr.  Bodmek  would  ask  the  Speaker 
whether  the  course  he  had  adopted  was 
not  a  usual  one? 

The  Speaker  eaid,  it  was  Irregular  Ibr 
any  hon.  Member  to  complain  of  a  news- 
paper artioJe  onless  he  intended  to  follow 
It  op  wUh  a  motion.  The  nMMre  regular 
course  was,  for  the  hon.  Member  to  move 
that  it  be  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  that  it 
was  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  then  to 
mora  that  the  printer  be  called  to  the 
Bar,  The  motion  rnight  be  penevered  in 
or  not,  as  tha  hon.  Member  thought  fit. 

Mr.  Iloehi^  ssid,  that  when  he  rose 
ho  stated,  that  ha  waa  aware  he  had  the 
power  of  niovlmr.  thai  the  printer  be 
brought  to  the  Bar  of  fhe  House. '  He 
thoiftht  lo  save  the  time  of  the  Hottse  by 
the  course  which  he  had  piirsned.  If  the 
lion.  Membi^r  iw  Oxford  insisted  upon  it, 
ho  woald  make  the  niotioo. 

Sir  M.  h'jiie  J  i  insist  ofion  nothing. 

Mr.  HoeHnekt  It  is  essy  to  get  out  of 
the  matter  sot  but  the  hon.  Baronat  has 
ineiouated  a  sasoasm,  which  he  would 
hava  heoq  lalaetani  lo  utter. 

Tho  Sji^eheri  Tha  oourpa  at  present 
pmrstiad  is  deridedie  imgnlar. 

Mr.  RfeAnek  uAd,  he  wwwld  then  OMve 


thai  Um  prJMor  of  The  Timm  oowspaper 


be  called  to  the  Bar.  The  hon.  Member 
gave  in  The  Timet  newspaper  of  this  day. 

The  Clerk  was  proceeding  to  read  tha 
article,  when 

Mr.  Roebuck  interrupted  htm  by  saying, 
that  he  was  not  reatling  the  paragraph 
complained  of,  and  told  him  to  begin  at 
another  place  which  he  described. 

The  Clerk  again  proceeded  to  read  from 
the  article,  but  was  in  a  few  seconds  again 
interrupted  by 

Mr.  Roeh/Hckf  said -*- Surely  you  are 
not  reading  the  right  passage.  Begin 
~^*  Amidst  the  pauses  which  some- 
times occur  in  the  melodious  voices  of 
Messrs.  Hawes  and  Ward."  [The  hon. 
Member  advanced  to  the  Table  and  i«ad 
it  himself.]  It  was  in  these  words  :— 

''  Amidst  the  psussf  which  sometimes  ocuar 
in  the  melodious  voices  of  Mes^s.  Hawes 
and  Ward,  and  Dr.  Bowring,  the  llouie  is 
threatened  with  an  interlude  by  their  gallery 
Friend  Mr.  Roebuck,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Paev-law  Commission.  Nothing  could  he 
further  from  our  hsbitoal  eivtiity,  or  moia  at 
variance  with  our  known  respem  for  the 
humbler  orders  of  our  coaauymen  than  to 
represent  Mr.  Roebuck  as  a  nuisance.  Har« 
ing  been  made  an  hon.  Gentleman  by  dint  of 
getting  into  Parliament,  that  elevated  person 
has  an  undoubted  right  to  exerdse  the  pnvi- 
leges  of  his  sphers«-we  admit  it.  That  those 
privileges  eottUa  him  to  iing  orange  paid  at 
the  priaeipal  parlormem,  or  to  have  a  ssUy  al 
the  dr«M  bo^ws  now  and  than,  might  noti  if 
\i\%  class  license  were  moderately  vs^.  be 
reasonably  complain^  of.  Cliart^st^,  ^pch  as 
he,  are  chartered  menj  and  tbeir  occasional 
i«peftinencesare  both  expected  and  endured, 
fiat  Mr.  Roebaek  and  his  associates  mast  not 
be  permitted  emiiely  to  Ibrgat  their  slaiaoo* 
That  he  should  ^  aliawad  to  iiijaie  e^mfm 
thing  at  his  mere  pleasure  is  wholly  oui  of 
the  question.  If  be  does  not  know  his  jvst 
limits  and  latUu^e,  the  lesson  roust  be  se^^ 
sonably  taught  Mm.  The  evil  of  seeing  inj- 
portent  Interests  made  utter  havoc  of  by  a 
precipitate  and  pert  iaterlbrenee  is  not  to  be 
endured,  la  point  of  personal  and  politisal 
miloence  he  is  j«ist  as  4t  10  take  a  lead  in 
modifying  tbf  New  Poor-law  as  tbeooe^a^ 
ling  geptfy  pf  Drury.teae," 

The  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  hav* 
ing  finished  reading  the  extract,  said-— 
"  Sir,  I  move  that  the  printer  of  that  be 
brought  to  the  bar." 

The  Speaker  t  Who  seconds  the  mo» 
tioo? 

Mo  hon.  Member  having  risen  to  se« 
cond  tho  flsotion,  after  a  pauee, 

Sir  Q.  Clerk  said,  that  before  that  mo- 
tioo  waa  pot,  ho  beljievod  thero  was  a  pre* 
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Uninifjr  motion,  thit  the  words  com- 
plained of  were  a  breach  of  privilege. 

Mr,  Roebuck  said,  that  perhaps  he 
might  be  allowed  to  state,  that  he  had 
always  understood,  when  any  hon.  Mem- 
ber found  anything  in  the  public  prints 
(^nsive  to  his  personal  feelings,  he  was 
allowed  an  opportunity  of  bringing  the 
maiter  before  tne  House,  of  explaining, 
and  stating  the  injury  which  had  been 
done  to  his  feelings.  He  had  seen  this 
done  90  many  times,  that  he  really 
thought,  from  the  kind  feelings — he  said 
the  kind  feelings,  and  he  wished  to  say 
no  more  of  any  man  than  he  deserved — 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Osford  Uiii* 
versity  (Sir  R.  Inglis),  he  would  have 
been  the  last  man  to  interfere  to  prevent 
him  (Mr.  Roebuck)  fVom  availing  himself 
of  a  practice  which  was  common  among 
hon.  Membeirs. 

Sir  R.  In^lu  believed  there  was  no 
question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Boebuek  said,  that  if  It  was  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  that  he  should  so 
move,  he  would  move,  ^*  That  the  words 

ittst  read  constitute  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
eges  of  this  House.'' 
The  Speaker :  who  seconds  the  motion  ? 
No  one  answering,  the  matter  dropped 

Bvaiif «s«  o?  THE  Home.]  Sir  O.  Clerk 
fBoved,  that  the  House,  at  its  rising,  do 
adjonra  until  Thursday,  the  16th  instant. 

Viseount  PalmerUon  %M,  that  it  pro- 
bably would  t>e  convenient  to  the  House 
to  know  whether  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
moot  intended,  after  the  rtoess,  to  proceed 
immediately  to  such  business  as  they 
meant  to  propose  to  the  House  without 
farther  pdjburoment  ? 

Sir  G.  Clerk  said,  that  the  €rst  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  would,  he  hoped,  be  in 
his  plae^  on  Thursday,  the  16th,  when  he 
would  be  able  to  answer  the  noble 
Viscount. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Admihistkation  of  Justice.]  Sir 
Tf  FretftaniU  moved  the  6rst  reading  of 
the  Administration  of  Justice  Bill. 

Lord  palmertton,  in  seconding  the 
motion,  said  he  might  be  allowed  to  avail 
hioNflf  of  th^t  opportunity,  as  the  bill 
hf  d  been  Introduced  in  the  other  House 
by  Hta  noble  and  learned  Prfend,  Lord 
dottenham,  to  aay  that,  in  Ws  belief,  there 
wpf  bfit  one  opinion  in  tho  profession  of 
tiM  taw  an  10  the  great  net  its  of  Leed 


Cottenhaod  Ip  his  judicial  capticHy»  and 
that  testimony,  arising,  as  it  did,  from  an 
oblivion  of  party  distinctkins,  was  alike 
honourable  to  the  bar  and  to  the  noble 
and  learned  Lord  who  was  the  object  of 
it.  He  believed,  that  he  was  only  sfiylng 
what  would  be  supported  by  the  judg- 
ment of  every  one  who  was  conversant 
with  stich  matters,  that  Lord  Cottenham, 
by  the  indefatigable  attention  which  he 
applied  to  business,  by  the  impartiality 
and  soundness  of  his  decisions,  and  bv  the 
large  scope  of  mind  which  he  brougtit  to 
the  discnarge  of  the  functions  which  he 
had  to  administer,  would  hold  rank  aropng 
the  most  eminent  pf  those  who  had  ever 
held  the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor. 

Mr.  Waklev  wished  to  ask,  whether 
anything  could  be  more  offlsnslve  to  com- 
mon sense,  thap  that  a  judge,  who  had 
committed  no  fault,  should  be  dismissed, 
in  consequence  of  a  political  chaneet 
That  such  a  thipg  should  be,  was  such  a 
violation  of  common  sense  and  justice, 
that  he  trusted  some  leadine  Members  oi 
the  House  would  put  an  end  to  it,  b^  the 
insertion  of  clauses  in  this  bill- 
Mr.  C.  Buller  agreed,  that  while  both 
sides  of  the  House  were  eulogirinji;  the 
conduct  of  the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  they 
ought  not  to  forget  to  apply  a  remedy  to  4 
state  of  things  which  deprived  the  sqhorf 
of  the  country  of  the  services  of  a  judea 
in  the  prime  of  his  Acuities,  merely  ^^ 
consequence  of  a  political  change,  Bqi 
the  separation  of  the  judicial  andpolUic^l 
ftjnctions  of  the  head  of  the  Cnan^ry 
Courts  could  not  be  effected  in  this  bili| 
as  it  would  require  various  enactments  in 
great  detail.  Lord  Cottenham,  aipong  his 
other  merits,  had  formerly  introduced  % 
measure  for  this  very  purpose  into  the  other 
House*  But  such  a  pill  ought  to  emanate 
from  the  Government,  and  he  hoped  they 
would  soon  take  steps  towards  this  change^ 
which  he  thought  would  confer  a  greater 
beneflt  on  the  country  than  any  which 
had  yet  b^en  made  in  the  adm{nistratiof| 
of  justice. 

Bill  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  on  the  |7th. 
House  adjourned  to  the  16th. 

BOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Tkmrida^,  SepUmher  16, 1841 
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bar  U4&iltf§  Houidiold ;  and  for  Cmtiii,  in  tbe  loom 
of  John  Young,  Eiq.,  Commiasioner  of  the  Treasury. 

Bills.  Read  leoood  timet-*Foreign  Bidiops.— Read  flist 
time :— Royal  Gaxdeos. 

Election  Petitioiis.    Dublin  ey.  abandoned. 

Public  Business.]  Sir  R.  Peel:  I 
rise.  Sir,  to  move  for  a  paper  to  which  it 
is,  perhaps,  desirable  that  I  should  at  once 
call  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  which 
is  connected  with  the  execution  of  those 
works  whici)  are  now  in  progress  for 
building  the  two  new  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  with  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  warming  and  ventilating  the  present 
Houses.  In  making  this  motion,  it  will, 
perhaps,  be  for  the  general  convenience 
of  the  House,  that  I  should  avail  myself 
of  the  opportunity  of  stating  the  course 
which  it  IS  my  intention,  on  the  part  of 
her  Majesty's  Government,  to  pursue  with 
respect  to  the  public  business  of  the 
country.  Notice  has  been  already  given 
for  to-morrow,  of  taking  into  consideration 
those  estimates  for  which  complete  pro. 
vision  has  not  been  made  in  the  late  Ses. 
sion  of  Parliament.  That  vote  will  refer 
to  the  miscellaneous  services  of  the  year. 
One  half  of  the  sum  which  will  be  re- 
quired for  the  provision  for  those  services 
has  been  already  provided  by  her  Majesty's 
late  Government  in  the  last  Session  of 
Parliament ;  and  what  I  propose  to  do  is, 
to  adopt  those  estimates,  without  excep- 
tion, as  they  were  framed  by  her  Majesty's 
late  Ministers,  and  to  submit  them  to 
the  House  exactly  in  the  form  in  which 
they  were  proposed  by  them  to  the  last 
Parliament.  The  course  pursued  on 
former  occasions  has  been  to  take,  by  one 
votCy  the  remaining  sum  which  might  be 
required  to  provide  for  those  services; 
but,  in  the  present  instance,  these  esti- 
mates themselves  have  not  been  submitted 
to  the  detailed  consideration  of  the  House* 
A  sum  was  taken  on  account  in  the  last 
Session ;  and  I  apprehend  that  it  would 
be  more  desirable,  and  more  satisfactory 
to  the  House,  that  the  estimates  should 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  detail  now, 
rather  than  one  sum  should  be  taken  in 
gross  to  provide  for  the  public  service.  I 
propose,  therefore,  to  submit  each  sum  to 
the  House  in  detail,  and  to  take  a  separate 
vote  with  respect  to  each  of  them.  I 
know  not.  Sir,  that  it  is  necessary  to 
make  any  proposition  to  the  House,  with 
respect  to  estimates  .for  any  other  ser- 
vices than  those  which  were  included 
in  the  estimates  presented  to  the  House 


by  the  late  Government,  during  the  last 
Session  of  Parliament;  but  there  isoneitem 
of  expenditure,  at  the  same  time,  to  which 
it  will  be  my  duty  to  direct  its  attention.  It 
is  connected  with  that  particular  item  of 
expenditure  to  which  I  have  already  re- 
ferred, namely,  the  additional  sum  which 
will  be  required  with  leference  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  two  new  Houses  of  Par- 
liament now  in  process  of  erection.  The 
works  connected  with  those  buildings  are 
now  advanced  to  such  a  period,  that  if 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  shall  deter- 
mine that  it  is  desirable  that  mode  of 
warming  and  ventilating  the  new  Houses, 
similar  to  that  which  has  been  provided 
for  this  House,  should  be  adopted,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  provision  should  at  once 
be  made  for  that  purpose.  The  state  of 
those  buildings  is  such,  that  the  flues  and 
other  works  necessary  to  the  carrying  out 
of  that  design  must  be  immediately  pro- 
vided. If  these  works  are  to  be  under- 
taken, they  must,  the  House  will  perceive, 
be  commenced  without  further  delay.  I 
cannot  but  think,  however,  that  it  is  not 
fit  that  anything  in  connection  with  a  work 
of  such  magnitude  as  the  building  of  the 
new  Houses  of  Parliament  should  be  car- 
ried out  by  money  from  the  Treasury  with- 
out that  money  being  first  voted  under  the 
sanction  of  the  House  of  Commons.  On 
a  former  occasion,  upon  a  question  of  a 
similar  nature,  a  committee  was  appointed 
by  each  House  to  consider  the  subject, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  convenient 
and  proper  that  a  similar  course  should  be 
pursued  in  the  present  instance.  I  think 
it  is  advisable,  that  a  sum  of  money, 
amounting,  if  the  works  are  to  be  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  the  propositions  of 
Dr.  Reid  and  Mr.  Barry,  to  between 
80,000/.  and  90,000/.,  should  not  be  ex- 
pended without  having  received  the  pre- 
vious sanction  and  approbation  of  Parlia- 
ment. If,  therefore,  any  committee  shall 
be  appointed  upon  this  subject,  I  can  only 
express  my  hope  and  trust,  that  it  will 
confine  itself  to  the  consideration  of  the 
object  for  which  it  will  be  nominated— 
that  it  will  limit  its  inquiries  entirely  to  the 
consideration  of  the  proposed  mode  of 
heating  and  ventilating  the  new  Houses— 
and  that  it  will  not  extend  it  to  anything 
which  may  cause  inconvenience  or  inter- 
ference in  the  progress  of  those  works.  Sir, 
it  will  be  my  intention  to  propose  a  bill  to 
continue  in  operation  those  laws  which 
would  expire  within  a  limited  period  with- 
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out  the  intervention  of  Parliament.  There 
are  some  lawa  which  would  expire  within 
a  period  definitely  fi^ed,  and  others  that 
would  expire  at  the  end  of  the  first  Ses- 
tion  of  Parliament.  With  respect  to 
these  laws,  I  would  submit  to  the  House 
the  propriety  of  extending  them  to 
a  definite  period.  Of  these  the  most 
important  is  unquestionably  the  Poor- 
law  Act«  That  part  of  that  Act  which 
constitutes  the  Poor-law  commission  will 
expire  on  the  3 1st  of  December  next  un- 
less it  shall  previously  have  been  renewed. 
I  shally  propose,  therefore,  to  continue 
that  bill  as  it  stands  to  the  3l8t  of  July, 
1842,  in  order  to  enable  her  Majesty's 
Government  to  consider,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  nature  of  those  provisions  which 
they  may  think  it  their  duty  to  bring  for- 
ward in  connection  with  the  Poor-law. 
There  are,  also,  other  laws,  sokne  of  them 
of  greater,  and  some  of  lesser  importance, 
which  will  expire  at  an  early  day,  or  at 
the  end  of  the  present  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  with  regard  to  these  laws  I 
shall  propose  bills  to  secure  their  further 
operation  to  a  definite  period.  The  Poor- 
law  Act,  however,  involves  a  most  import- 
ant principle,  and  it  will  be  for  the  House 
to  decide,  whether  or  not  it  will  be  the 
most  convenient  course  that  that  Act  shall 
be  extended  for  the  present  by  means  of 
a  continuance  bill.  If  a  strong  opinion 
should  be  expressed  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  that  the  continuance  of  the  Poor- 
law  should  be  provided  for  by  means  of 
a  further  and  separate  law  upon  the  sub- 
ject, rather  than  by  the  manner  to  which 
I  have  referred,  I  shall  be  ready,  although 
I  have  an  objection  to  load  the  statute- 
book  unnecessarily,  to  listen  to  any  sug- 
gestions on  the  part  of  the  House  upon 
Uie  subject.  With  regard  to  election  peti- 
tions. Sir,  it  appears  to  me,  that  it  will  be 
for  the  general  interest  and  convenience 
of  the  House  to  adopt  no  precedent  re- 
specting them  at  present.  I  believe,  that 
under  the  present  law  relating  to  such 
petitions,  no  Act  of  the  House  is  neces- 
sary in  order  to  suspend  proceedings  con- 
nected with  them,  but  that  it  rests  with 
the  general  committee  on  election  peti- 
tions to  appoint  and  determine  the  days 
on  which  they  shall  be  heard,  and  I  trust 
that  the  House  will  feel,  that  it  would  be 
highly  inexpedient  to  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  any  election  petition  at 
the  present  time.  With  respect  to  the 
financial  arrangements  of  the  country, 
VOL.LIX.    {£2} 


my  right  hon.  Friend,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  will,  on  the  earliest  day 
on  which  a  committee  of  ways  and  means 
can  be  fixed,  state  to  the  House  what  is 
the  extent  of  the  deficiency  to  be  provided 
for,  viz.,  the  difference  between  the  re- 
venue and  the  estimated  expenditure  of 
the  present  year.    I  apprehend,  that  that 
deficiency  will  be  found  not  to  fall  short 
of  the  estimate  given  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,   the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  that  it  is  probable,  that  a 
sum  of  2,500,000/.  will  have  to  be  pro- 
vided for  the  service  of  the  present  year. 
My  right  hon.   Friend  will  inform   the 
House  with  respect  to  the  details  of  the 
particular  classes  of  deficiency  on    the 
occasion  to  which  I   have  referred,  and 
will  avail  himself  of  that  opportunity  of 
stating   the    nature  of  the   measures  it 
will  be  his  intention  to  propose,  with  a 
view  to  make  temporary  provision  for  the 
removal  of   the  deficiency  in  question. 
With  reference  to  measures,  however,  of 
a  more  permanent  character  which  it  may 
be  necessary  to  adopt  with  regard  to  the 
equalisation  of  the  revenue  with  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  country,  it  is  not  my 
intention,  during  the  present  Session  of 
Parliament,  to  submit  any  propositions 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  I  have, 
as  the  House  is  aware,  already  stated  my 
opinion,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  some  means  should  be  provided  to 
equalise  the  revenue  with  the  expenditure, 
and  it  is  our  intention  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  earliest  opportunity,  after,  and  con- 
sistent with,  the  maturest  consideration  of 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  of 
submitting  to  Parliament  measures  for  the 
remedy  of  the  existing  evil.  Whether  that 
remedy  can  be  best  effected  by  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  expenditure  or  an  increase  of 
the  revenue  of  the  country,  or  whether  it 
can  be  best  secured  by  a  combination  of 
these  two  means ;  namely,  by  a  diminution 
of  expenditure  and  an  increase  of  revenue, 
is  a  question  which  1  must  postpone  for 
future  consideration.     It  is  sufficient  for 
me  to  state  a  strong  opinion  that  it  is  im- 
possible   that   the    country,   consistently 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  public  service, 
can  continue  to  proceed  in   the  course 
which,  perhaps  unavoidably,  has  been  pur- 
sued for  the  last  few  years ;  viz.,  that  of 
creating  a  large  deficiency  in  time  of  peace, 
and  incurring  a  considerable  debt.     But 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  that  great  evil 
can  be  remedied,   I  must  ask  for  that 
S  ^ 
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degree  of  confidence  from  the  House  which 
vrWl  enable  her  Majesty's  Government  to 
give  the  sabject  their  most  serioas  con- 
sideration. With  respect  to  other  measures 
of  permanent  operation  and  important 
character,  I   must  make   the  same  ap- 

real  to  the  confidence  of  the  House, 
t  is  quite  true  that,  for  some  day* 
past,  I  and  my  colleagues  have  been 
in  possession  of  the  Government  of 
the  country,  but  I  dare  say  the  House 
ivill  readily  believe  that  the  arrangements 
which  it  has  been  mv  duty  to  make  for 
the  constitution  of  the  Government,  and 
other  arrangements  connected  with  it, 
have  not  placed  me  in  a  much  better  situ- 
ation to  pronounce  a  positive  opinion  on 
measures  of  such  immense  and  paramount 
importance,  than  I  was  before.  I  do  assure 
the  House  that  it  is  not  from  any  neglect 
of  public  duty  that  I  forbear  from  imme- 
diate legislation  on  matters  of  such  im- 
portance. I  can  assure  the  House  that  I 
forbear,  not  on  account  of  the  advanced 
period  of  the  year,  not  on  account  of  the 
probably  deficient  attendance  of  Members, 
}iot  on  account  of  the  temptations  of  other 
avocations  to  withdraw  attention  from  Par- 
liamentary duties— for  I  am  of  opinion 
that  all  such  considerations  ought  to  be 
sacrificed  to  the  principle  of  public  duty, 
and  ought  not  to  interfere  in  the  slightest 
degree  with  the  consideration  of  measures 
afTecting  the  public  interests ;  the  grounds 
on  which  I  forbear  from  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  Parliament  to  measures  of  that 
important  character  rest  in  the  peculiar 
circumstances  connected  with  the  form- 
ation of  the  Government  I  thought  I 
might  infer  from  the  general  expression 
of  opinion,  and.  as  it  appears,  the  just  and 
liberal  expression  of  opinion  which  took 
place  before  the  late  elections,  that  there 
was  a  general  desire  on  the  part  of  those 
who  would  probably  be  the  warmest  op- 
ponents of  her  Majesty's  Government  to 
^ive  them  a  fair  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing the  measures  which  it  might  be  their 
duty  to  submit  to  the  Legislature.  I 
firmly  believe  it  is  for  the  public  good 
that  that  opportunity  should  be  given,  and 
that  on  the  earliest  possible  occasion  after 
the  time  that  Parliament  ordinarily  meets, 
the  opinions  of  her  Majesty's  Government 
on  those  important  subjects  should  be 
stated  to  Parliament ;  but  in  the  mean 
time  I  trust  there  will  not  be  any  miscon- 
struction of  what  appears  the  general 
feeling,  that  on  the  whole  it  is  advisable 


upon  the  constitution  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment that  time  shoold  be  afforded  them 
to  weigh  maturely  the  measures  they  may 
think  It  their  duty  to  submit,  connected 
with  .the  permanent,  financial  and  com- 
mercial arrangements  of  the  country.  I 
beg  leave  to  move,  Sir,  for  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  the  First  Commissioners  of 
Woods,  &c.  to  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  on  the  subject  of  warming, 
ventilating  and  securing  from  fire  tl^ 
new  Houses  of  Parliament. 
The  motion  having  been  seconded, 
Lord  John  Russell  said  Sir,  with  respect 
to  the  immediate  purposes  for  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  moved  for  these 
papers,  I  am  certainly  not  likely  to  differ 
from  any  measures  which  may  be  pro- 
posed in  accordance  with  them.  I  have 
entire  confidence  in  the  course  which  I 
conceive  the  right  hon.  Baronet  may  think 
fit  to  adopt  on  that  score,  and  I  think  we 
have  all  of  us  experienced  the  benefit  of 
the  plans  which  these  papers  suggest  and 
recommend.  With  respect  to  any  expense 
that  may  be  required  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  end  aimed  at,  I  have  oo 
doubt  that  the  Treasury  and  the  right  hon* 
Gentleman  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, will  use  every  requisite  expedition  in 
attending  to  it.  With  respect  to  the  esti* 
mates,  to  the  framing  of  which  I  was  myself, 
well  as  the  other  Members  of  the  late 
Government,  a  party,  I  can,  of  course, 
only  say  that  I  shall  offer  no  opposition 
to  their  being  granted,  and  I  shall  consi- 
der it  my  duty  to  give  my  support  to  any 
of  them,  the  necessity  for  which  shall  be 
questioned.  But  with  regard  to  the  other 
questions  to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  referred,  I  shall  take  an  opportu- 
nity, before  the  House  goes  into  a  com- 
mittee of  supply  to-morrow,  of  stating  the 
course  which  1  think  ought  to  be  pursued 
with  reference  to  the  present  state  of  pub- 
lic affairs.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
convenient  that  I  should  enter  now  into 
these  considerations.  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  course  I  propose  to  adopt— that 
of  making  the  observations  I  wish  to  ad- 
dress to  the  House  before  going  into  sap- 
ply  to-morrow — more  consistent^  with  the 
practice  of  the  House.  I  can  o^nly  say, 
on  the  present  occasion,  that  I  heird  with 
great  concern  the  intention  of  ihk  right 
hon.  Gentleman  not  to  propoae  anv  mea- 
sures of  importance  in  the  present  Stession 
of  Parliament.  I  will  not  say,  that!  dur- 
ing the  last  few  days  in  which  thei  right 


$17 


ilojfiii  DvjnosMci  ' 


{Sept,  16}         Kensington  Gardens. 


hon.  Gentleman  has  been  oeenpied,  agree- 
ably with  the  instructions  given  him  by 
her  Majesty,  in  the  formation  and  con- 
ttraction  of  the  Government,  he  can  have 
given  any  rery  great  share  of  his  attention  ' 
to  the  measures  which  he  may  wish  to 
introduce ;  but,  considering  the  great 
length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since 
the  proposal  of  important  measores  by  the 
late  Administration,  and  considering  the 
f»resent  state  of  the  country,  I  must  say 
that,  in  my  opinion,  the  Government,  as 
now  constituted,  ought  at  once,  or  in  the 
course  of  the  present  autuma  to  lay  before 
Parliament  the  measures  it  iateadt  to  pro- 
pose. I  inferred  from  the  statement  of 
the  riplht  hon.  Gentleman  that  it  it  his 
fntention,  having  obtained  the  necessary 
supplies — having  made  temporary  provi- 
sion for  the  public  credit,  and  having 
f«newed  the  Poor-law  and  some  other 
expiring  acts  for  a  few  months— not  to 
call  the  House  of  Commons  together  again 
until  the  ordinary  period  of  assembling— i> 
at  the  commencment  of  the  next  year. 
Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  consider  that  course  to 
be  advisable  in  the  present  state  of  the  coun- 
try, and  particularly  as  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman has  himself  said,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  ought  not  to  attend  to  questions 
of  personal  convenience  when  matters  of 
great  political  importance  require  our  at- 
tention. I  will  not  now,  however,  enter 
further  into  these  matters  than  to  say  that 
I  will  take  the  opportunity  to  which  I 
have  referred  of  stating  my  opinion  upon 
them  to-morrow ;  and  I  may  be  permitted 
to  add  that  in  so  doing  I  am  not  actuated 
by  any  desire  to  offer  any  embarrassing 
opposition  to  any  course  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  may  think  proper  to 
adopt,  but  merely  wish  to  state  that,which, 
in  my  own  opinion,  is  the  course,  which^ 
under  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
country,  ought  to  be  pursued. 
Motion  agreed  to. 

FoREiGK  Tauxffs.]  Dr.  Bawring 
said,  that  he  had  given  notice  of  his  inten. 
tion  to  move  for  certain  returns  relative  to 
the  commercial  regulations  of  other  coun- 
tries with  respect  to  our  own ;  but,  as  he 
understood  that  some  progress  had  been 
made  in  preparing  those  returns,  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Gladstone) 
would  inform  him  that  they  should  be 
presented  to  the  House,  he  should  be  glad 
to  leave  the  matter  in  bis  hands.    At  the 
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same  time  he  would  suggest  a  regulation 
which  would  be  of  great  advantage, 
namely,  that,  from  time  to  time,  or  period- 
ically, the  changes  made  in  the  commer- 
cial relations  between  this  and  other  coun- 
tries should  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Oladsiwke  said,  that,  in  June  last, 
the  late  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
informed  the  House  that  one  of  the  secre- 
taries of  that  board  had  taken  great  pains 
in  obtaining  information  upon  the  subject 
of  the  commercial  tarifis  of  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  had  stated,  that  when  his  report 
should  be  prepared  in  the  proper  form^  he 
would  lay  it  upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 
The  noble  Lord  (Lord  Ripon)  at  the  head  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  entirely  approved  of 
that  intention  of  his  predecessor,  and  Mr. 
M'Gregor  had  received  instructions  to 
proceed  with  the  preparation  of  that 
information.  The  House  must  be  aware 
that  this  was  a  work  of  very  considerable 
dittculty,  and  one  requiring  great  accu- 
racy, but  as  soon  as  it  could  l^  prepared 
it  should  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House.  He  also  agreed  that  provision 
should  he  made  with  British  agents 
abroad,  to  supply  the  Government  at 
home  with  regular  information  of  changes 
made  by  foreign  countries  in  their  com- 
mercial regulations. 

CoiCHENCEMEirT  Off    BcSINESS.]    Lord 

/.  Russell  inquired  at  what  hour  to-mor- 
row it  was  the  intention  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  to  commence  the  public  business 
of  the  House  f 

Sir  JR.  Peel  said,  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  convenient  to  the  House  if  it 
was  generally  understood  that  in  future 
public  business  should  commence  at  an 
earlier  hour.  He  would  propose,  there- 
fore, that  petitions  should  continue  to  be 
presented  till  five  o*clock>  but  that  if  there 
were  no  petitions  they  should  commence 
public  business  at  half-past  four. 

RoTAL  Demesnes  —  Keksinotok- 
Gardens.]  Sir  T,  Fremantle  rose  to 
propose  a  bill  for  annexing  the  mansion- 
house,  gardens,  and  grounds  at  Frogmore 
(part  of  the  land  revenue  of  the  Crown) 
to  Windsor  Castle ;  and  also  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorise  the 
leasing  the  Royal  kitchen  gardens  at  Ken- 
sington, for  building  purposes,  and  to 
enable  her  Majesty's  Commissioners  of 
Woods,  &:c.,  to  expend  the  value  thereof 
in  the  formation  and  improvement  of  the 
S2 
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Royal  grardens,  and  to  enable  the  said 
Commissioners,  on  behalf  of  her  Majesty, 
to  purchase  lands  of  copyhold  or  custo- 
mary tenure.  The  bon.  Gentleman  said 
that  these  measures  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  late  government,  and  were 
approved  by  the  present  Government ;  in 
fact,  he  was  only  carrying  out  measures 
which  he  had  found  in  a  state  of  great 
forwardness.  The  reason  he  had  brought 
them  forward  this  Session  was,  that  he 
found  delay  would  be  a  great  incon-* 
venience,  and  that  it  was  desirable  that  no 
time  should  be  lost  in  the  formation  of  a 
kitchen  garden.  The  first  measure  was 
to  annex  Frogmore  to  the  Crown  so  as  to 
make  it  a  part  of  the  demesne  of  Windsor 
Castle.  At  present  it  belonged  to  their 
Royal  Highnesses  the  Princess  Sophia  and 
the  Duchess  of  Gloucester,  though  their 
life  interests  had  been  purchased  by  the 
Crown,  and  had  reverted  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Woods  and  Forests.  The  use 
of  those  gardens  was  connected  with  the 
establishment  at  Windsor,  and  it  would 
be  a  matter  of  great  inconvenience  to  her 
Majesty  if  that  property  were  let  to  mere 
casual  tenants.  It  had  been  considered, 
therefore,  that  it  would  be  advisable  that 
those  gardens  should  be  made  part  of  the 
demesne  of  the  Crown  at  Windsor,  and 
therefore  it  was,  that  the  present  act  was 
introduced.  With  regard  to  the  other  part 
of  the  property,  that  would  remain  in  the 
hands  of  tne  commissioners.  With  re- 
spect to  the  other  bill,  much  inconvenience 
had  been  felt  for  some  years  in  conse- 
quence of  the  insufficient  supply  of  fruits 
and  vegetables  for  her  Majesty  and  the 
Royal  household  from  the  various  kitchen 
gardens,  of  which  there  were  six,  all  cul- 
tivated at  great  expense,  and  yet  not 
yielding  an  adequate  supply.  By  the  pre- 
*ient  bill  it  was  proposed  to  remedy  this 
defect.  Bv  the  arrangement  proposed  to 
be  adopted  by  the  present  bill,  no  addi- 
tional charge  would  be  imposed  upon  the 
public.  He  believed  with  respect  to  the  first 
of  those  measures  it  would  be  necessary 
previous  to  its  introduction  to  go  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House.  With  re- 
spect to  the  second  bill,  he  should  propose 
its  introduction  at  once ;  and  as  to  the  other, 
be  should  propose  that  the  House  should  go 
into  committee  on  the  subject.  The  right 
bon.  Gentleman  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  to  grant  building  leases  of  the  Royal 
kitchen  gardens  at  Kensington,  &c. 


Mr.  Prolheroe  said,  he  must  protest  at 
once  against  this  bill,  and  would  give  it 
all  the  opposition  in  his  power.  That  op- 
position bad  nothing  of  a  party  character, 
because  the  Government  of  the  right  hon« 
Baronet  was  not  responsible  for  the  mea- 
sure, which  had  originated  with  their  pre- 
decessors ;  and  be  would  have  opposed  it 
as  earnestly  if  it  had  been  introduced  by 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  John  Russell)  below 
him  as  by  the  right  bon.  Baronet.  He 
hoped  that  bis  hon.  Friend  would  re- 
consider the  course  which  he  proposed  to 
adopt.  At  the  moment  when  measures 
were  in  progress  in  the  formation  of  ad- 
ditional Royal  parks  and  public  walks, 
and  places  of  recreation  for  tbe«  people,  it 
was  manifestly  absurd  to  give  away  a 
large  portion  of  Kensington  Gardens  for 
such  a  purpose  as  was  proposed.  He 
wished  his  hon.  Friend  had  taken  a  walk 
with  him  that  morning  into  Kensington 
Gardens,  and  had  seen  the  ground  in 
question,  for  he  was  sure  he  would  agree 
with  him  as  to  the  convenience  of  adding 
it  to  the  Park  to  which  it  was  immediately 
contiguous.  He  thought,  whether  they 
regarded  the  convenience  of  the  Sovereign, 
or  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kensington,  or  of 
the  public  generally,  nothing  could  be 
more  injudicious  than  to  build  on  that 
spot  Villas  were  not  wanted,  and  specu- 
lations on  the  part  of  the  Government 
were  not  always  well  managed  or  profitable. 
Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  con- 
stituted no  longer  the  commencement  of 
the  country  in  that  direction,  but  they 
were  surrounded  by  a  dense  town  popula- 
tion, and  would  soon  be  as  m«cb  in  the 
interior  of  the  metropolis  as  Lincoln's  Inn- 
fields.  He  trusted  Government  would  use 
the  opportunity  of  throwing  open  this 
place  to  the  public,  and  apply  to  the 
House  for  the  sum  of  money  necessary  for 
the  convenience  of  the  Crown  in  consoli- 
dating the  kitchen  gardens.  At  a  further 
stage  he  would  oflPer  to  the  measure  every 
opposition  in  his  power. 

Mr.  Williama  begged  to  ask  if  any  esti- 
mate had  been  made  of  the  expense  of 
consolidating  the  kitchen  gardens?  He 
approved  of  the  proposed  disposal  of  this 
pieceof  ground,  but  he  did  not  approve 
of  the  purpose  to  which  the  proceeds  were 
to  be  applied.  He  thought  that  when  the 
working  classes  were  suffering  so  much 
distress,  and  when  so  much  money  was 
expended  on  palaces,  and  parks,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  this  piece  of  ground  ought  to  be 
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applied  to  thtf  repairs  of  the  palaces,  and 
relieve  the  puhlic  from  so  much  of  the 
expense. 

Sir  T.  FremantU  said,  that  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  coosoltdating  the  kitchen 
gardens  would  be  reduced,  by  the  con- 
version of  this  property,  which  at  a  low 
estimate  would  let  for  about  1,000^.  )>er 
annum. 

Mr.  Wakiey  said,  that  it  appeared  that, 
for  the  paltry  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds 
a  year  the  only  open  space  which  existed  be- 
teen  the  Palace  towards  the  east  and  the 
church  in  Kensington  towards  the  west 
was  to  be  entirely  lost  to  the  public. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  stated,  that  the 
measure  was  one  which  would  have  been 
brought  forward  by  the  late  Administra- 
tion. It  was,  indeed,  one  of  the  great 
measures  upon  which  the  two  Administra- 
tions concurred  in  opinion.  It  was  a  bad 
beginning.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  would  go  down  to  Kensington  and 
see  this  place;  and  as  he  remembered  a  good 
dealof  what  therighthon.  Baronet  had  said 
of  late  years  with  respect  to  the  working 
classes,  their  recreations  and  amusemenu, 
he  entreated  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to 
visit  the  ground  which  it  was  proposed  to 
sacrifice.  The  people  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  complained  loudly  on  the  subject. 
They  looked  upon  it  as  a  deplorable  evil 
that  they  should  be  deprived  of  such  an 
open  space  of  ground,  at  a  time  when  the 
Government  were  spending  thousands  for 
the  comfort  of  the  inhabitants  of  other 
parts  of  the  metropolis.  The  ground  in 
question  was  excluded,  in  a  great  measure, 
from  public  view,  but  it  lay  adjacent  to  a 
densely-peopled  neighbourhood,  the  in- 
habitants of  which  would  be  greatly  bene- 
fited by  having  the  space  thrown  open.  It 
was  an  advantage  which  they  would 
greatly  prize.  He  was  astonished  to  find 
that  the  late  Administration,  which  pro- 
fessed to  be  so  friendly  to  the  people, 
should  have  entertained  for  a  moment  the 
project  of  building  upon  the  space  alluded 
to;  and  he  would  again  entreat  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  new  Government  to  visit  the  spot 
before  they  came  to  a  definitive  resolution 
on  the  subject.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  had  commenc^  their  proceedings 
that  night  with  a  motion  relating  to  the 
health  of  hon.  Members.  Now,  let  them 
think  of  the  health  of  the  poor  as  well  as 
of  their  own.  The  noble  Lord  had  spoken 
in  the  highest  terms  of  Dr.  Reid's  Admin- 
istration.   Now,  he  approved  of  that  Ad- 


ministration also  in  a  sanatory  sense,  and 
he  would  entreat  the  present  Government 
to  re-consider  the  subject  under  discus- 
sion.  He  might  next  be  permitted  to 
allude,  for  one  moment,  to  the  statement, 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  with  reference 
to  the  Poor-law.  He  thought  the  time 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  asked  for 
considering  that  subject  was  not  unreason- 
able. The  right  hon.  Baronet  asked  that 
the  Poor-law  should  be  continued  in  its 
present  form  until  the  month  of  July  next 
year.  He  was  bold  to  say,  that  the  time 
was  not  too  long.  The  subject  was  one 
of  enormous  magnitude— it  was  one  which 
should  be  approached  with  so  much  judg- 
ment and  consideration  that  he  felt  it 
would  not  be  unreasonable  to  allow  the 
existing  law  to  be  prolonged  for  six  months 
from  the  present  time.  He  did  trust  that 
in  the  mean  time  the  most  sober  judgment 
would  be  applied  to  the  question,  for  it 
was  one  of  such  importance  and  involving 
so  many  great  interests  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  that  House  or  the  other  House 
of  Parliament  to  obtain  the  slightest  re- 
spect or  confidence  from  the  public,  unless 
it  was  treated  with  the  consideration  it 
deserved.  He  thought  the  time  asked 
was  not  too  long,  for  he  had  not  heard  any 
individual  whatever  say  what  he  considered 
in  the  present  state  of  things,  ought  to  be 
done  with  regard  to  that  law — and  there- 
fore no  one  could  consider  that  the  time 
asked  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  too 
protracted.  He  hoped  that  the  interval 
would  be  employed  in  a  calm  considera- 
tion of  the  subject,  so  as  to  bring  about 
such  an  arrangement  of  this  most  im- 
portant question  as  might  be  satisfactory 
to  the  communly  at  large. 

Sir  R,  Peel :  I  rise  to  say  a  few  words 
with  reference  to  what  fell  from  the  hon. . 
Gentleman  opposite  (Mr»Protheroe),  who 
has  stated  that  he  hopes  for  some  success 
in  the  opposition  he  intends  to  offer  to  this 
bill,  because  the  measure  was  not  originally 
brought  forward  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
present  Government.  Now,  Sir,  I  consider 
that,  by  now  bringing  forward  this  bill, 
the  present  Government  is  assuming  to 
itself  the  responsibility  of  the  measure, 
because  it  is  one  which  we  might  have 
abstained  from  bring  forward  if  we  had 
thought  proper.  The  noble  Lord  (John 
Russell)  opposite,  has  confined  his  con6- 
dence  to  the  Administration  of  Dr.  Reid, 
and  has  appeared  unwilling  to  extend  it 
to  those  who  have  succeeded  him  in  the 
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Government  of  the  country.  I,  Sir,  am 
disposed  to  admit  that  there  was  one  of 
the  colleagues  of  the  noble  Lord  whose 
share  of  the  Administration  has  entitled 
him  to  great  confidence,  and  I  must  say, 
that  by  his  exertions  m  connection  whh 
the  office  of  woods,  guarding  myself,  of 
course,  against  any  expressicm  of  appro- 
bation as  to  any  more  extended  roeasurei. 
Lord  Duncannon  has  tendered  htmseK 
worthy  of  great  praise.  When  I  heard, 
therefore,  that  the  present  Bill  had  re- 
ceived  the  approbation  of  Lord  Duncan^ 
non,  I  mutt  confess  that  it  brought  with 
it  au  additional  recommendation,  coming 
as  it  did  with  the  sanction  of  an  authority 
whose  improvements  in  the  Parks,  and 
other  places,  it  is  impossible  to  see  without 
approving  of  his  taste  and  judgment.  I 
think,  moreover,  that  where  there  are  six 
kitchen  gardens  there  cannot  be  a  ques- 
tion as  to  the  propriety  of  consolidating 
them.  Such  a  course  is  surely  desirable 
in  the  light  of  a  mere  question  of  econo>- 
my.  Todefraytheexpense  of  consolidation, 
a  portion  of  ground  is  to  be  kt  for  bnild« 
ing.  This  is  ground,  it  is  to  be  observed 
to  which  the  public  now  have  not  access. 
It  is  not  subject  to  the  Administration  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forest*. 
It  is  ground  that  has  been  in  private  oceo- 
pation  of  the  Crown--devoted  to  horti- 
cultural purposes,  and  from  which  the 
public  has  hitherto  been  excluded.  I 
admit  that  it  is  a  different  thing  retaining 
the  grounds  as  gardens,  and  applying 
them  to  building  purposes;  but  then  the 
public  never  have  had  access  to  them,  and 
the  applying  the  ground  to  building,  is 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  expenses 
of  the  consolidation.  It  is  on  the  whole, 
an  arrangement  that  is  desirable,  and  will 
prevent  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the 
public  to  defray  the  expense  necessary, 
in  consequence  of  the  projected  change. 

Mr.  Ewart  understcod  that  the  persons 
in  the  neighbourhood  were  exceedingly 
anxious  that  the  ground  should  be  opened 
to  the  public,  instead  of  being  devoted  to 
building  [Aeor,  hear].  He  was  glad  to 
bear  that  the  opening  of  the  RegentVpark 
was  consummated.  He  wished  to  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  large 
park  at  Kew  that  was  only  open  two  days 
10  the  week ;  and  as  to  Richroood-park, 
he  asked  why  persons  in  gigs  and  car- 
riages should  not  have  the  right  of  driving 
through  it.    It  would  be  most  desirable  to 
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the  middle  classes  of  society  if  this  weie 
done.  He  also  wished  to  call  attention  tc 
Bushey-park,  where  there  was  a  handsome 
fountain,  that  he  thought  it  would  be  well 
to  have  restored  to  the  former  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intendeds 

Sir  T.  FremmUle  said,  lie  would  gtve 
his  attention  to  the  subject  referred  to  by 
the  hon.  Member. 

Leave  given,  bill  brought  in  mid  read  a 
first  time. 

FnooBfORs  House  akd  Qardbms.} 
Upon  the  motion  of  Sir  Thomas  Freman^ 
tU,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee, Sir  George  Clerk  in  the  Chair,  to 
consider  of  annexing  the  main  House,. 
Garden,  and  grounds,  at  Frogmore,  now  a 
part  of  the  land  revenue  of  the  Crown,  to 
Windsor  Castle.  In  the  committee  a  re^ 
solution  was  proposed,  ta  the  efiect  that 
it  was  expedient  Frogmore-house  and 
Gardens  should  be  annexed  to  Windsor 
Castle.  Resolution  agreed  to.  The  House 
resumed,  report  lobe  received  on  the  next 
day. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Friday^  SeptenAer  17, 1841. 


PitkioM  jifMifiri  Bt  Mr.  BrodMrton,  ftom  MflodMUVr 
and  other  pUKW,  by  Mr,  VUBcn,  fiom  New  Mills,  aod 
If  Mr.  Cdbdan,  ftom  Bfarmii^hainb  and  oOier  nUcm,  fbr 
nm  R«pMl  oftte  Coi»lnri.^Br  Mr.  O.  W.  Hoft,  ftow 
LfCUaUvs  CooMil  «kl  AiMmbiy  of  Caoada,  ttx  Contt' 
miaaoe  of  ProCeetion  to  Uidr  Trade.— By  Star  E.  WilmoC, 
ftom  Ihfe  Ooeunittae  of  Um  BrMib  and  F^onlgBAirtl- 
munrfBobUtftto  AamA  tha  QgwalMrtrf  Siafi  twiSr 
Aboltttgn  Aot  of  ISSi. 

POUCT  OF  THB  ADMINISTRATION .]       Sit 

R.  Peel  haviuff  moved  the  Order  of  the 
Davj  that  the  House  go  into  a  Committee 
of  Supply, 

Lord  J.  Russell  said :— I  shall  now^, 
with  permission  of  the  House,  proceed  to 
make  the  observations  which  I  yesterday 
said,  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to  make,  on 
the  course  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
proposes  to  pursue,  and  on  the  general  as- 
pect of  affidrs.  The  motion  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  has  now  made,  for  the 
House  going  into  a  committee  of  supply, 
ibr  the  purpose  of  placing  some  of  the  pub- 
lic money  at.  the  disposal  of  the  present 
Ministers  of  the  Crown,  beins  the  earliest 
occasion  on  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man haa  asked  the  opinion  of  the  House  on 
the  subfect.  I  lock  upon  as  the  most  fitting 
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epportonity  cm  which  to  state  the  tIaws 
whidi  I  entertain,  both  of  the  present  ooq« 
ditioa  of  the  oountiyy  and  of  the  course 
which  tlje  right  hon.  Baronet  stated  yester- 
day it  is  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's 
Government  to  pursue*  Before  1  go  into 
these  topics,  on  which  I  differ  greatly  from 
the  decision  to  which  itappears  that  the  Go- 
vernment have  come,  I  wish  to  advert  to 
one  or  two  topics  which  I  consider  likely 
to  be  of  great  and  permanent  importance. 
With  reference  to  foreign  aflEairs,  it  appears 
to  be  quite  unnecessary,  that  Parliament 
should  continue  assembled.  The  state 
of  Europe,  happily  for  all  parties,  i^- 
fords  evenr  probabiHty  of  a  continuance  of 
peace.  The  Speech  which  her  Majesty 
directed  to  be  delivered  at  the  opening  of 
the  Session,  gave  Parliament  the  informa- 
tion, that  the  temporary  separation  which 
had  existed  between  this  country  and 
France,  had  ceased,  and  that  the  most  ami- 
cable relations  existed.  I  fervently  hope, 
that  these  amicable  relations  may  continue 
to  prevail  ^  and  I  trust,  that  the  life  of  that 
Prince  who  now  reigns  over  the  destinies 
of  France  so  sreatly  for  the  benefit  of  that 
country,  may  lonff  be  spared  to  that  people, 
and  escape  from  the  attempts  of  infatuated 
assassins.  The  affairs  of  Europe,  then,  are 
in  a  satisfactory  condition ;  but  there  is, 
certainly,  a  question  in  relation  to  the 
United  States  of  America,  which,  in  some 
of  its  aspects,  bears  a  very  unsatisfactory 
appearance.  When  my  noble  Friend,  as 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affidrs, 
stated  to  the  House  the  opinion  given  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
it  appeared  very  dear,  that  the  Executive 
of  both  countries,  that  the  Governments, 
both  of  her  Britannic  Majesty  and  of  the 
United  States,  were  perfectly  agreed  as  to 
the  character  that  should  be  attributed  to 
the  attack  upon,  and  capture  of  the  Caro- 
line—that it  was  a  question  to  be  debated 
between  nation  and  nation,  and  not  to  be 
treated  as  a  case  of  private  wrong.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  one  of  the  tribunals, 
that  of  the  state  of  New  York*  has  taken  a 
different  view  of  this  question  ;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  such  a  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, as  that  of  this  tribunal,  if  carried  out 
to  its  utmost  consequences,  would  be  de- 
structive of  all  amicable  relations  between 
nation  and  nation.  If  two  Governments, 
between  whom  a  question  arises,  are  not  to 
decide  whether  that  question  is  or  is  not  an 
international  one — if  they  are  not  to  decide 
whether  a  person  called  to  account,  did  or 
did  not  act  under  the  authority  of  his  Go- 


vernment—but if  a  local  court,  it  may  be 
of  the  smallest  jurisdiction,  is  to  assume  to 
itself  an  authority  over  the  case — this,  I 
say,  would  place  in  peril  all  amicable  rela. 
tions  between  those  two  powers.  The 
judge  who  decided  the  case  seemed  to  ad. 
mit,  that  the  two  executive  authorities  had 
agreed  that  the  case  was  one  to  be  decided 
between  themselves ;  but  he  stated,  that  it 
was  his  opinion,  that  it  was  not  a  case 
which  could  well  be  considered  as  a  case  of 
war,  and  that,  therefore,  it  properly  came 
before  his  own  tribunal.  It  appears  to  me 
that  this  is  a  doctrine  to  which  no  Govern- 
ment can  agree.  For,  according  to  this 
doctrine,  if  Sir  Graham  Moore  or  any  other 
officer  employed  in  the  capture  of  the 
Spanish  frigates,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Spanish  war,  had  been  taken  before  a 
Spanish  tribunal,  it  would  be  equally  com- 
petent to  the  judge  of  that  tribunal  to  say 
there  was  no  declaration  of  war  at  the  time 
these  captures  were  made,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  captures  were  piratical,  and  the 
officers  engaged  in  them  liable  to  be  tried 
for  murder.  But,  on  the  whole,  it  ap- 
pears, that  although  such  may  be  the  con- 
struction of  the  law  adopted  by  the  state  of 
New  York,  yet,  considering  what  has  been 
stated  on  one  side  by  my  noble  Friend,  and 
on  the  other  by  Mr.  Webster,  with  regard 
to  circumstanees  attending  the  capture  of 
the  Caroline,  it  is  perfectly  dear,  that  there 
is  an  agreement  of  opinion  on  that  subject 
between  the  two  countries  ;  and  I  believe, 
that  the  authorities  of  the  United  States, 
the  President,  and  the  Congreas,  will  see, 
that  it  is  necessary  to  prevent  any  occur- 
rence taking  place  which  will  expose  any 
subject  of  her  Majesty  to  danger  for  exe- 
cuting the  commands  of  his  l^vweign.  I 
am  sure,  that  theare  prevails  in  this  oountiy, 
and  I  trust,  that  there  prevails  in  America 
also,  the  strongest  desire,  that  peace  may 
he  preserved  between  these  two  great  coun- 
tries. Having  thus  alluded  to  the  only 
matter  which  appears  to  me  to  require  any 
remark  as  regainls  our  foreign  afiairs,  I  wiU 
now  make  one  remark  on  the  recent  ap- 
pointments which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  thought  it  right  to  make  as  re- 
spects the  Government  of  Ireland.  I  have 
seen  those  appointments  with  great  satis- 
faction, ifor  they  seem  to  me  an  evidence, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  deter- 
mined to  carry  into  effect  those  oondliatory 
opinions  which  he  has  so  often  expressed 
with  r^ard  to  that  country.  I  entertain 
the  highest  respect  for  the  character  of  the 
new  Lord-lieutenant ;  and  with  regard  to 


5C7  Policy  of  the  {COMMONS} 

the  noUe  Lord  who  has  been  appointed 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  I  think  that  that 
noble  Lord  has  shown  on  various  oocasioos 
a  desire  to  place  the  people  of  Ireland 
in  that  condition  with  which  alone 
as  I  think,  they  can,  and  with  which 
alone  they  ought  to  be  satisfied— a  con- 
dition of  entire  equality  with  the  people 
of  this  country,  i  may  add,  likewise,  that 
I  trust  that  the  noble  iiord  (the  chief  Sec- 
retary for  Ireland)  will  not  re-introduce  a 
measure,  which  in  the  hands  of  another 
noble  Lord»  has  been  discussed  more  than 
once  in  thiis  House ;  but  a  measure,  which 
I  certainly  consider  a  breach  of  the  tacit 
engagement  which  was  entered  into  with 
the  people  of  Ireland  in  1829,  and  which 
I  think  could  not  be  acted  upon  without 
affecting,  in  a  yery  short  time,  the  popular 
character  of  the  representation  in  that 
country.  I  have,  I  say,  very  great  confi- 
dence that  Lord  Eliot,  who  is  now  chief 
Secretary  for  Ireland,  will  not  introduce 
any  bill  of  that  kind  into  this  House.  I 
trust  that  what  has  been  done  of  late  years 
towards  consolidating  the  peace,  and  im- 
proving the  condition  of  that  country,  will 
receive  further  development  at  the  hands 
of  the  present  Government;  and  I  can 
assure  the  noble  Lord,  though  I  certainly 
cannot  expect  that  every  step  which  the 
ri^^ht  hon.  Baronet  will  take  will  meet 
with  my  concurrence,  I  will  endeavour,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  to  meet  the  views  which 
I  expect  will  be  entertained  by  the  noble 
Lord,  acting  under  the  direction  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  I  now  come  to  that  part  of  the 
subject  on  which  I  mean  to  treat,  on  which 
I  have  the  misfortune  to  dififer  very  widely 
from  her  Majesty's  Government.  We  are 
now  met  in  pursuance  of  an  intimation, 
iirst  given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
but  in  which  the  Members  of  Lord  Mel- 
bourne's Government  perfectly  concurred, 
that  as  soon  after  the  dissolution  as  possi- 
ble, it  would  be  desirable  that  Parliament 
should  be  re-assembled,  in  order  to  take 
into  consideration  the  important  affiurs  of 
the  nation.  Her  Majesty  was  advised  by 
her  late  Government  thus  to  intimate  her 
desire  to  this  House,  that  the  laws  respect- 
ing com  should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion:-— 

''Her  Majesty  is  desirous  that  you  should 
consider  the  laws  which  reeulate  the  trade  in 
com.  It  will  be  for  yon  to  determiDe  whether 
these  laws  do  not  aggravate  the  natural  fluc- 
tuations of  supply,  whether  they  do  not  em- 
barrass trade,  derange  currency,  and  by  their 
operation,  diminish  the  comfort,  and  increase 
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the  privations 
mvnity.'' 

Now  of  the  importance  of  these  oonsi« 
derations  there  can  be  no  doubt.  Laws 
whidi  embarrass  trade,  deranse  the  cmr- 
rency,  and  Increase  the  privations  of  the 
great  body  of  the  community,  supporing 
that  such  is  the  effect  of  them,  ought  at 
once  to  be  altered.  Why  there  cannot  be 
a  mora  solemn  duty  for  Parliament  than 
to  make  such  alterations,  if  the  pemicioua 
efiects  of  these  laws  be  such  as  ara  here 
pointed  out.  In  answer  to  that  speech  we 
addressed  the  Crown  and  we  stated— 

**  We  assure  your  majesty  that  we  are  deeply 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  those  considera- 
ations  to  which  your  Majesty  has  been  pleased 
to  direct  our  attention  with  reference  to  the 
commerce  and  re?enues  of  the  conntry,  and 
to  the  laws  which  regulate  the  trade  in  com." 

Upon  this  point  the  House  was  unani- 
mous, for  herein  the  amendment  did  not 
differ  from  the  Address  proposed  by  the 
theri  Ministers.  But  the  amendment  went 
on  to  say: — 

''  In  deciding  on  the  course  which  it  may 
be  desirable  to  pursue  with  reference  to  mat- 
ters of  such  importance,  it  will  be  our  earnest 
desire  to  consult  the  interests  and  promote  the 
welfare  of  all  classes  of  her  Majesty's  sub- 
jects ;  that  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty,  however, 
humbly  to  submit  to  her  Majesty,  that  it  is 
essential  to  the  satisfactory  result  of  our  de« 
liberations  on  these  and  other  matters  of 
public  concern,  that  her  Majesty's  Qovem- 
ment  should  possess  the  confidence  of  this 
House  and  of  the  country,  and  respectfully  to 
represent  to  her  Majesty,  that  that  confidence 
is  not  reposed  in  the  present  ad?isers  of  her 
Majesty." 

The  dismissal  of  the  then  Government 
was  as  it  were  the  previous  condition  to 
considering  these  questions.  The  advice 
of  this  House  was  promptly  acceded  to  by 
her  Majesty,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  has  constructed  the  Adminis- 
tration which  is  now  formed,  and  which  is 
distinguished  by  an  unalterable  attachment 
to  the  Constitution  in  Church  and  State, 
and  to  the  sliding  scale.  But  this  condition 
having  been  complied  with  by  the  Crown, 
it  certainly  would  seem  that  the  time  was 
come  when  these  important  laws  ought  to 
be  taken  into  consideration.  Far  be  it  from 
me,  and  I  hope  from  any  one  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  to  say  that  you  should  at- 
tend exclusively  to  measures  and  not  to 
men.  I  always  have  thought  you  ought 
to  attend  to  both ;  but  having  the  men  in 
whom  the  majority  of  the  House  are 
pleased  to  bestow  their  confidence,  I  do 
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not  ocmsider  that  the  mere  nomination  of 
these  men  is  to  be  accepted  as  a  substitute 
for  measures ;  but  having  the  men  whom 
yon  have  confidence  in,  we  ought  at  least  to 
be  enabled  to  judge  of  what  measures  they 
propose  as  grounds  for  the  confidence  of 
the  country.  How  stands  the  case  ?  The 
ri|^t  hon.  Gentleman  states— and  I  am 
not  disposed  to  quarrel  with  that  state- 
meDt^-ihat  his  time  has  been  lately  occu- 
pied in  the  formation  of  the  new  Adminis- 
tration»  and  that  he  could  not  consider 
tlMie  important  points  $  but  although  that 
may  be  a  good  reason  as  for  the  last  fort- 
nighty  it  does  not  seem  to  be  any  reason 
for  postponing  for  five  months  the  consi- 
dmtion  of  these  important  subjects.  Let 
us  oonnder  the  previous  deliberations  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  those  who 
act'  with  him  have  held  on  these  points. 
It  was  upon  the  last  day  of  April  that  the 
measures  relating  to  the  budget  were  an- 
nounced^  and  that  I  gave  notice  of  moving 
for  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the 
laws  relating  to  the  trade  in  corn.  Now 
when  I  gave  notice  that  I  would  introduce 
the  subject  in  a  month  from  that  time, 
strong  expressions  of  surprise  were  ut- 
tered, and  it  was  immediately  uraed, 
that  though  it  might  be  ri^t  to  consider 
the  laws  relating  to  com ;  and  thou|;h  it 
was  right  that  the  Government  of  the 
country  should  originate  sudi  a  measuxe^ 
yet  tlttt  the  delay  of  a  month,  the  uncer- 
ta&ity  for  a  month,  was  an  intolerable  evil) 
for  which  the  Government  of  that  day  was 
justly  censurable.  It  was  thought  proper 
shortly  after  to  bring  forward  a  motion 
declaring  that  the  then  Ministers  ought 
not  to  retain  office,  and  the  decision  upon 
that  motion  prevented  my  proceeding  with 
the  question  relating  to  com.  But  from 
that  time  to  the  meeting  of  the  new  Par- 
liament ai}d  the  formation  of  the  new 
Ministry,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
had  four  months  to  consider  what  course 
he  might  think  it  desirable  to  pursue,  and 
he  proposes  now  to  add  to  those  four  months 
^fe  additional  months  of  delay,  before  he 
win  communicate  to  the  House  of  Commons 
^  measures  which  the  Government  think 
proper  on  this  subject  He  does  not  say, 
as  he  might,  *'  We  stand  upon  the  present 
Corn-law,  we  think  no  alteration  neces- 
sary ;^  on  the  contrary,  he  said  he  would 
not  accept  office  on  the  condition  of  being 
bound  not  to  make  any  alteration  in  the 
Corn-law.  It  cannot  be  inferred  from  this 
expression  that  he  thinks  an  alteration  un. 
necessaryi  and  yet  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 


man»  who  certainly  went  far,  with  others^ 
in  the  expression  of  indignation  at  what 
he  called  a  delay,  and  who  said,  I  ought  to 
be  oblifl;ed,  in  some  manner*  to  bring  for- 
ward ^e  question  in  less  than  a  months 
adds  eight  months  to  that  period,  and  says 
he  is  justified  in  asking  for  this  long  delay. 
Sir,  were  are  symptoms,  likewise,  in  the 
construction  of  the  Government  itself, 
whidi  induce  me  to  entertain  very  great 
doubts  whether  any  important  alteration 
in  the  Corn-law  is  in  contemplation.  I 
am  not  alluding  to  the  construction  of  the 
Administration  with  a  view  to  any  personal 
remarks,  but  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
deducing  an  opinion  on  this  matter ;  and  I 
may,  therefore)  say  at  once,  that  the  nomi- 
natbn  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  to  a 
place  in  her  Majesty's  Councils,  and  to  a 
seat  in  the  Cabinet,  is  to  me  a  syinptom 
that  no  considerable  alteration  in  the  Uom- 
laws  is  intended  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment* I  do  not  doubt  the  conscientious 
opinion  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  I 
do  not  doubt  that  he  thinks  that  a  protec- 
tion such  as  the  present  law  gives,  or  one 
at  least  equivalent  to  it,  if  not  a  greater 
protection,  necessary  to  the  agriculture  of 
the  country.  I  do  not  doubt  that  he  has 
held  that  opinion  with  a  view  to  the  gene- 
ral interests  of  the  country,  and  I  do  not 
doubt,  likewise,  that  he  will  continue  to 
hold  that  opinion.  I  have  been  told  that 
when  a  sort  of  threat  was  uttered  that  the 
late  Ministry  should  no  longer  hold  office^ 
because  they  had  proposed  an  St.  fixed  duty 
on  com,  and  that  any  other  Ministry  which 
took  a  similar  course  would  meet  with  a 
similar  fate— I  have  been  told  that  there 
were  none  who  more  demonstrated  their 
approbation  and  acquiescence  in  that  senti- 
ment than  the  Duke  of  Buckingham.  Why 
will  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  a 
very  decided  pledge  on  this  subject  ?  As 
to  a  sliding  scale,  it  may  be  such  as  to 
amount  almost  to  a  prohibition— and  a 
sliding  scale,  too,  may  be  so  constructed  as 
to  give  even  less  protection  than  the  fixed 
duty  which  I  propose.  There  is  this  un- 
certainty, and  yet  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man and  some  others  who  are  united  with 
bun  in  the  Government  leave  their  opin- 
ions unknown,  and  they  will  not  nve  even 
any  indication  of  the  measures  that  they 
mean  to  propose.  And  then,  too,  while  I 
could  not  help  observinff  that  the  noUe 
Duke  to  whom  I  have  before  adverted  is  a 
Member  of  the  Cabinet,  there  are  other 
Members  of  the  same  party  who  are  in- 
trusted with  high  office,  and  yet  who  are 
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not  included  in  the  CRbinet.  For 
there  is  Sir  Gecn^  Murrayy  who  was  Se- 
cretary for  the  Colonies,  in  a  former  Ad* 
ministration  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  was  then  a  Member  of  the  Cahi* 
net.  Now,  Sir  George  Murray  has  given 
an  opinien  in  favour  (^  a  fixed  duty  of  Ss,, 
or  for  a  less  duty  than  that,  and  Sir  George 
Murray  is  not  a  Member  of  the  present 
CaUnet.  There  is  then  a  selection  amongst 
those  who  have  given  a  decided  ojanion, 
and  who  are  Members  of  the  purty  to 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  belongs; 
there  is  a  selection  in  favour  of  prohibition, 
and  there  is  an  exdunon  of  those  who  are 
supporters  of  the  opinion  that  there  ought 
to  be  a  more  free  trade  in  com.  Is  it  po»» 
sible  then,  that  with  all  this,  the  country 
can  wait  in  expectation  for  five  months  to 
know  whether  or  not  you  will  deem  it  ex- 
pedient that  a  large  and  full  measure  will 
be  brought  ibrwani  by  you,  and  whether 
a  free  trade  in  com  will  be  permitted  by 
you.  I  do  not  think  that  this  is  an  expee* 
tation,  on  your  part,  that  can  be  fiudy  eo^ 
tertained.  If  no  such  intention  be  ^nter* 
tained  by  you,  why  then,  I  say— why  twit 
me  with  tlie  delay  of  a  month,  when  it 
tells  with  tenfold  force  against  yonnelves? 
It  would  be  much  better  to  prodaim— for 
the  sake  of  trade,  that  it  may  not  encourage 
fiilse  expectations—it  would  be  much  better 
for  the  sake  of  agriculture,  in  order  that  it 
may  not  be  depressed  with  unfivunded  feais ; 
it  would  be  much  better  to  proclaim  it,  if 
such  be  your  intention-— that  you  mean  to 
adhere  substantially  to  the  prraent  law, 
and  that  you  will  not  make  any  alteration 
in  it.  Of  course  you  may  attempt  to  cor- 
rect the  mode  of  taking  the  averages,  and 
in  so  doing  you  may  make  the  law  more 
stringent,  or  perhaps  you  may  lower  the 
pivot  some  4#.  or  5i.,  and  make  the  law 
less  stringent ;  but  in  doing  these  things 
you  will  only  leave  the  matter  exposed  to 
doubt  and  uncertainty  as  it  is  at  present 
That  may  be  your  opinion,  but  if  it  is, 
why  not  propose  some  such  measure  in  the 
mouth  of  October  ?  Why  should  you  not 
do  something  by  which  the  iropatienoe  and 
the  expectatioa  of  the  country  may  be  set 
at  rest,  and  this  long  delay  not  be  inter- 
posed. The  com  trade  is  a  faest  impor- 
tant one,  and,  if  you  have  no  alteration  to 
propose  but  one  of  the  pivot,  and  nothing 
better  to  offer  than  a  different  number  of 
shillings,  and  in  a  scale  more  graduated 
than  it  is  at  present,  I  cannot  see  why  so 
long  a  period  should  elapse  before  the  Ca- 
binet diould  consult  together  to  make  up 


their  minds  as  to  the  measures  they  weiv 
about  to  propose.  I  have  stated  what  I  coo* 
sider  to  be  the  effect  likely  to  be  produoed  hy 
the  character  of  the  Administratum  as  weU 
as  the  promise  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman held  out.  He  is  himself  net 
"  Medidn,  ma!gre  iui  *'  on  this  question. 
His  patient  is  now  suffering,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed,  now  that  he  is  called  in, 
that  he  should  say  that  the  best  thing  is  • 
little  rest  and  quiet,  and  nothing  further  is 
tobedone.  I  do  not  in  the  least  aham  tiw 
imprutations  that  have  been  thrown  out 
against  the  gentlemen  who  own  the  land, 
that  they  must  be  actuated  by  pecuUarly 
selfish  ol^ects  of  their  own,  with  regard  to 
the  Corn-law.  I  must  say  that  on  thn,  a» 
on  all  other  questione  of  the  kind,  interest 
will  most  likely  bias  the  view  wbich  men 
will  take  of  a  question  in  dispute  by  which 
th^  may  be  themaslves  affected.  It  haa 
occurred  before— it  will  occur  again.  Wheei 
a  free  trade  in  silk  was  propwed,  all  the 
silk  maaufacturers,  found  that  free  trade 
was  an.  excellent  thing*-the  principle  of 
fiectiade  being  dedaoed  to  be  undeniaUy 
good ;  hot  then,  with  regard  to  the  par- 
ticular article  of  silk,  the  interests  of  the 
country  required  that  it  should  have  a 
nedal  protection.  Thusi  too,  it  was  with 
the  shipowners.  The  principle  of  free 
trade  was  admitted  by  them  to  be  proper, 
but  then  they  thought  that  the  interests  of 
the  country  ra^uised  that  there  should  be  a 
special  protection  for  that  portion  of  Uie 
trade  in  which  they  were  especially  inter- 
ested. I  donot  seehowitcanbeoUierwise 
with  Gentlemen  engaged  in  land-— they  are 
not  special  exemptions  to  general  laws. 
They  do  not  entertain  their  views  from 
mere  interested  motives,  but  they  consider 
that,  with  their  peculiar  protection,  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  are  identified.  Their 
feeling  as  to  their  own  particular  occupatioa 
of  property  is  the  same  as  ^at  of  any  other 
dasB  in  the  community.  I  ask,  then,  of  Uie 
House  of  Commons  to  keep  this  in  mind-* 
what  is  it  you  propose  by  the  d^^?  It 
would  be  a  convenience  to  the  Administra- 
tion, and  while  I  admit  that,  and  while  it  is 
quite  obvious  that  it  would  be  a  conve- 
aienee  to  Gentlemen  who  have  other  pur- 
suits, and  who  do  not  like  to  be  in  London 
during  the  autumn,  and  while  it  is  dear 
that  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  those 
who  think  that  rents  would  be  aflfected  by 
a  change  in  theCom-lawa— while  all  these 
things  are  obvious,  and  you  decide  on 
takin^^  eudi  a  course,  then  you  cannot  ea- 
cape  imputations  cf  this  kind.     It    will 
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Bot  fail  to  be  anputed  to  you  tbat  the 
views  whidi  have  influenced  your  decimon 
htve  been  not  altogether  for  the  puhUc  in- 
tefest;    At  least,  it  requires  a  case  to  be 
made  out  something  better  than  that  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  offered  yesterday 
to  the  House,  when  he  proposed  that  very 
long  procrastination  which  he  then  sug- 
gest.   But  let  us  now  look  farther  to  the 
atate  of  the  country— I  allude  particularly 
to  the  state  of  the  manufacturing  distriot& 
I  do  not  wish  to  say  anything  which  might 
he  construed  into  a  declaration  of  my  belief 
that  any  law  you  can  establish  can  prevent 
those  periodical  and  occasionally  severe  dis- 
tresses amongst  a  manufactuting  commu- 
tiity^    I  do  not  think  any  laws  you  can 
pass  will  prevent  those  fluctuations  which 
may  arise  either  fnom  the  iftate  of  our  fo» 
letgn  relations,  or  from  a  long  course  of 
over  trading,  or  from  accidents  that  may 
occur  from  time  to  time.    But  I  thiol: 
IVrliament  should  be  able  to  say,  that  we 
at  least  have  no  part  in  causingor  continuing 
this  distress;  and  for  this  puxposa  it  is 
necessary  that  you  should  be  able  to  show 
that  your  taxes  and  restrictions  are  for 
flome  necessary  ob|ea  in  the  state;  that 
they  are  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  reve- 
nue, or  fo  the  purpose  of  placing  a  certain 
part  of  the  community,  whuh  is  overtaaed, 
upon  a  condiiioa  of  equality  in  that  respect 
with  other  classes ;  or  that  they  are  neces- 
sary in  order  to  make  the  transition  more 
giadual,  and  not  to  bring  a  sudden  state 
of  embarrassment  on  any  interest  orckss 
of  suljects  who  have  been  unduly  protected. 
But  do  the  present  Corn-laws  come  under 
the  head  of  measures  which  can  be  thus 
defended }  Are  th^  necessary  for  the  sake 
of  revemie?    On  the  contrary^  it  is  quite 
dear  that  your  fwesent  lawddfeats  all  pur- 
poses of  xevenue»  and  that  if  the  measure 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  announce,  and 
which  was  never  discussed,  of  hying  on  a 
fixed  duty  of  8«l  per  quarter,  had  been 
adopted,  die  Exchequer  would  be  now  four 
or  i,YB  hundred  thoumnd  pounds  richer. 
There  would  be»  in  all  probability,  one  mil- 
lion or  twelve  hundred  thoumnd  quarters 
more  wheat  admitted  into  this  country.  Is 
your  present  law  necessary  for  protecting 
the  agricultural  interest?  1  think  certainly 
that  a  fixed  duty  is  fiir  better  in  that  re* 
Bpect,  and  that  you  have  no  cause  to  make 
out  a  prohibition  on  that  ground.     I  never 
'heard  a  cause  made  out  certainly  for  a 
prohibitory  duty  on  that  ground.    Lastly, 
you  cannot  say  that  this  duty  is  necessary, 
in  order  to  make  a  transition,  because  it  has 
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been  adopted  as  a  permanent  system.  If 
that  is  the  state  of  the  laws,  I  say  that  those 
who  are  distressed  have  a  right  to  come  to 
you,  and  ask  you  to  consider  their  case-^ 
ask  you  to  change  any  law  which  affects 
them— to  change  any  law  which  impedes 
trade,  and  embarrasses  industry,  and  as  far 
as  legislation  can  do  it,  to  place  them  in  a 
better  condition.  You  may  not  be  able 
to^  say — above  all,  you  should  not  pro- 
mise that  by  such  a  law  you  would  place 
them  in  a  state  of  entire  prosperity,  and 
that  you  would  avert  from  them  all  fluctu- 
ations of  distress;  but  would  be  able  to 
say,  whatever  those  distresses,  we  feel  the 
deepest  compassion  for  them,  and  for  the 
restrictions  which  aggravate  those  dis- 
tresses we  are  not  re^nriUe— Parliament 
has  no  share  in  producing  or  continuing 
them.  Now,  that  is  what  you  cannot  justly 
my  at  present;  and  if  such  distress  does 
must,  no  personal  inconvenience— no  in* 
convenience,  consequent  upon  our  being 
obliged  to  remdn  for  another  six  weeks 
to  come  to  a  decision— ought  to  prevent  us 
from  taking  into  consideration  the  laws 
which  now  regulate  the  trade  in  corn. 
There  has  been  an  address  agreed  to  at 
Manchester,  at  a  meeting  calkd  in  com* 
pUanoe  with  a  requisitioB,  beating  a  thou- 
sand and  eighteen  signatures,  of  the  mer- 
chants, manuihoturen,  and  respectable  in- 
habitants of  all  cknes.  They  approach 
the  Thrana  to  state— 

^  Tbat  it  has  long  been  the  opinion  of  a 
large  and  enlightened  portion  or  yoar  Ma- 
jesty's  subjects,  that  the  embarrassment  and 
distress  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  effect  of 
those  laws  which  restrict  the  supply  of  food, 
which  prohibit  a  free  exchange  of  the  indus- 
try of  the  people  of  this  country  with  that  of 
others,  and  which  impose  indirect  taxes,  pres- 
sing severely  on  the  community,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  protecting  psjticidar  interests,  without 
reference  to  the  public  revenue, 

**  That  it  was  in  vain,  that  your  Majesty's 
people  approached  the  late  House  of  Com- 
mons by  petitions  signed  by  upwards  of  one 
million  and  a  half  of  your  Maj^'s  people— 
a  number  unprecedented  on  any  other  occa* 
son— earnestly  praving  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
effects  and  operations  of  those  laws,  with  a 
view  to  their  alteration  or  repeal. 

''That  your  Majesty's  people  have  been 
severelv  disappointed  at  tne  determined  re- 
fusal of  the  late  House  of  Commons  to  attend 
to  the  prayer  of  these  petitions;  but  they 
have  derived  great  consolation  from  the 
mari^ed  anxiety  of  your  Majesty  for  their  in- 
teresU  at  the  opening  of  the  present  Ptolia- 
ment,  when  yoar  Majestjr  was  gracious^ 
pleased  to  claim  its  attention  to  *  the  laws 
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which  regulate  the  trade  in  com  $  to  deter- 
mine whether  these  laws  do  not  aggravate  the 
natural  fluctuation  of  supply,  whether  they  do 
not  embarrass  trade,  derange  the  currency, 
diminish  the  comforts,  and  increase  the  pri- 
vations of  the  great  body  of  the  commu- 
nity/ 

**  That  in  reply  to  the  gracious  mediation  of 
your  Majesty  m  behalf  of  suffering  industry, 
your  Majesty's  memorialists  feel  some  satis- 
faction that  the  Parliament  has  at  length  ac- 
knowledged, '  that  thev  are  deeply  sensible 
of  the  importance  of  those  considerations  to 
which  your  Mcyesty  has  been  graciously 
pleiised  to  direct  their  attention,  in  reference 
to  the  commerce  and  revenue  of  the  country, 
and  to  the  laws  which  regulate  the  trade  m 
corn.' 

**  That  all  parties  have  therefore  at  length 
acknowledged  the  importance  of  considering 
these  laws  and  their  effects  upon  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  community. 

'*  That  the  intense  sufferings  of  the  people 
will  be  greatly  aggravated  bv  a  continued  un- 
certainty of  the  settlement  of  these  great  ques- 
tions, and  by  the  natural  inclemency  of  the 
approaching  season ;  that  it  is  therefore  of  the 
utmost  consequence  that  your  Majesty's  gra* 
ciotts  recommendation  to  Parliament  should 
receive  its  serious  attention  without  any  de- 
lay, not  only  in  order  the  sooner  to  apply 
legislative  measures  to  alleviate  the  distress, 
but  that  your  Majesty's  suffering  people  may 
derive  consolation  and  hope  amidst  their 
severe  deprivations,  from  the  knowledge  that 
their  wants  are  engaging  the  serious  attention 
of  the  legislaiure,  for  the  purpose  of  their 
alleviation. 

''  Your  Majesty's  memorialists  therefore 
most  earnestly  and  respectfully  pray  that  your 
Majesty  will  take  measures  to  continue  the 
deliberation  of  Parliament  without  intermis- 
.  sion,  until  these  laws  shall  be  so  settled  as  to 
secure  to  your  people  the  roost  plentiful  sop- 
ply  of  food  at  the  cheapest  rate,  and  thus 
to  conduce  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
.whole  community." 

Now,  Sir,  this  is  not  the  opinion  of  the 
people  of  Manchester  only,  but  the  senti- 
ments expressed  by  those  in  other  towns 
suffering  likewise  under  severe  distress. 
If  you  separate  without  adopting  any  mea- 
sures to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  coun- 
try, the  only  remedy  which  then  can  be 
applied  is  the  one  already  hinted ;  namely, 
bv  the  interposition  of  relief  given  out  of 
the  rates  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
poor.  Sir,  for  occasional  privations  and 
ocoasional  distress,  that  might  be  a  rea- 
sonable proposition ;  but  if  the  distress  be 
not  temporary;  if  it  be  connected  gene- 
rally with  the  state  of  free  tnde — f  beg 
leave  to  say,  that  such  a  remedy  will  be 
quite  inefficacious.    Supposing  the  case 


were  similar  to  that  which  occurred  in 
some  a^cultural  parishes  before  the  in* 
troduction  of  the  new  Poor-^aw,  when  the 
produce  and  profit  of  the  land  were  entirely 
consumed  by  the  Poor's-rate,  you  will 
then  destroy  the  source  of  manufiie* 
turing  prosperity.  But  you  must  reool« 
lect,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  those  en- 
gaged in  manufactures,  when  they  find 
themselves  subject  to  continual  losses 
during  a  perioa  of  four  years,  one  year 
after  another  —  it  is  in  their  power  to 
withdraw  their  capital  from  those  manu- 
facturing establishments  to  preserve  that 
capital,  and  leave  the  persons  depending 
on  them  without  any  relief;  but  to  draw 
their  entire  subsistence  from  the  land.  I 
have  heard  of  instances  in  which  this  has 
taken  place— in  which  persons  funding  one 
half  of  their  capital  have,  to  save  the  other 
half,  put  a  stop  to  the  working  of  their 
manufactories.  In  the  course  of  the  debate 
two  years  ago,  when  discussing  the  Corn- 
laws,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  argued 
against  the  notion  then  entertained  that 
we  were  arrived  at  a  state  of  great  manu- 
fecturing  distress,  and  I  remember  my  ob- 
serving then,  that  I  did  not  think,  that  the 
case  of  manufacturing  distress,  such  as  it 
was  stated  had  been  made  out,  but  that  it 
was  advisable,  that  the  House  should  effect 
an  alteration  in  the  Corn-laws,  because,  if 
that  manufacturing  distress  should  really 
reach  to  a  great  pitch  hereafter,  your  in. 
terposition  would  then  be  too  late.  My 
argument  was,  that  so  long  as  you  had  any 
possibility  of  retaining  your  markets^ 
manufactures  would  continue  to  be  sent 
abroad — so  long  as  manufactures  bad  the 
least  chance  of  obtaining  a  profit  on  their 
goods,  they  would  consign  their  goods  to 
foreign  markets;  but  when  they  had  lost 
those  markets — when  you  arrived  at  that 
period  when  your  manufactures  could  not 
be  sold  abroad,  you  will  then  have  lost 
those  markets,  it  will  then  be  too  late  for 
you  to  interpose,  and  the  alteration  of  your 
laws  will  not  bring  a  remedy  to  the  evils 
which  the  laws  have  inflicted.  I  am 
afraid,  that  with  respect  to  one  branch  of 
our  manufactures — I  mean  our  cotton 
trade — if  it  be  not  relieved  by  some  alter- 
ation in  our  laws,  and  by  a  greater  free- 
dom of  trade,  it  will  be  outdone  by  foreign 
competition;  that  our  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments will  be  broken  up,  and  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  population,  which"^ 
cannot  be  relieved  from  the  Poor-rate,  wiH 
then  be  left  without  any  resource.  If 
there  is  any  justice  in   these  apprdien- 
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stom,  it  is  at  least  a  matter  far  the  con- 
sideration  of  Parliameot.     You  may  sa^, 
that  these  fears  are  unfounded ;  and  m 
considering  those    matters    which    were 
laid  before  you  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  you 
may  say,  that   "  we  have  come  to  the 
opinion  that  the  manufacturing  prosperity 
of  ^e  country  is  based  upon  a  rock — that 
it  is  unshaken — that  the  Corn-laws  do  not 
affect  it  but  tend  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country — that  such  is  the  result  of  our 
solemn  deliberation."    Why,  if  that  be  the 
result  of  your  solemn  deliberation*  so  state 
it,  and  that  will  at  least  give  the  country 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  you  have 
fully  and  fairly  considered  the   subject. 
But  what  is  now  proposed  is  merely  this, 
that  you  should  grant  certain  sums  of 
money,  that  you  should  propose  the  con- 
tinuance of  laws  which  expire  at  the  end 
of  the  present  year,  and  then^  without  anj 
sort  of  inquiry,  without  any  further  consi- 
deration, and  until  five  months  hence  you 
will  not  resume  the  consideration  of  these 
great  questions.  I  consider,  under  this  view, 
that  we  subject  of  trade  is  of  more  im- 
portance than  that  which  relates  to  finance. 
As  relates  to  finance,  I  think  it  would  be 
fer  better,  if  in  the  course  of  the  present 
year,  you  were  to  take  some  measures  by 
which  it  might  be  hoped  to  produce  an  in- 
crease of  the  revenue.    As  far  as  regards 
the   finances,  it  would  be  far  better  to 
adopt  a  plan  by  which  you  might  hope  to 
increase  the  revenue  from  establishing  a 
greater  freedom  of  trade ;    and  even   if 
there  were  not  an  immediate  increase  of 
the  revenue,  yet  there  would  be,  most  pro- 
bably, such  an  increase  of  trade  and  com- 
merce, as  finally  to  make  the  revenue  equal 
to  the  expenditure.    But  nothing  of  the 
kind  is  to  be  attempted;  and,  it  seems, 
now,  that  the  only  proposal  is  to  obtain  a 
vote  of  credit,  which  will  enable  the  Go- 
yernment  to  continue  the  present  state  of 
thinffs  to  the  beginning  of  next  year.    I 
deeply  regret  the  course  that  is  about  to  be 
pursued.    I  am  afraid  it  will  not  satis^ 
the  country  at  large.    I  am  afraid  it  will 
not  give  satisfaction  to  that  part  of  the 
manufacturing  community  which  is  suffer- 
ing distress.    I  am  thoroughly  persuaded, 
I  never  was  more  thoroughly  persuaded 
than  I  am  at  this  moment,  that  if  instead 
of  pursuing  the  course  you  have  followed, 
you  had  adopted  those  measures  that  were 
*  proposed  to  you  on  the  30th  of  April,  you 
would  have  produced  a  revival  of  trade—- 
you  would  have  caused  an  increase  of  the 
revenue— -and  you  would  have  secured  a 


far  more  important  object,  an  increase  of 
the  oomfinrts  and  happiness  of  the  people. 
But  you  would  have  done  more  than  tnis, 
by  declaring  to  the  whole  world  that  yoa 
meant  to  conduct  your  trade  with  them  by 
an  interchange  of  your  productions  with 
theirs  on  the  fairest  and  most  liberal  prin- 
ciples— and  you  would,  in  doing  this,  have 
ffreatly  contributed  to  the  future  peac^  of 
the  world.  Convinced  I  am  that  there  is 
nosecuritjr  for  peace  eoual  to  the  feeling, 
that  nations  derive  benefits  from  each 
other-— that  their  intercourse  will  continue 
to  shed  additional  blessings  upon  each  other 
every  additional  year  it  is  so  continued; 
and^  that  if  interrupted  far  greater  cs^a« 
mities  must  arise  than  in  an  ordinary  war 
between  two  hostile  nations.  Therefore  it 
is  because  the  measures  we  proposed  would 
have  relieved  the  revenue,  improved  trade, 
and  contributed  not  only  to  the  welfare  of 
the  country,  but  the  peace  of  the  world, 
that  I  deeply  regret  their  rejection.  But, 
even  now  that  they  are  rejected,  I  still 
think  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
the  Government  now  in  possession  of  office, 
ought  not  to  decide  at  once  that  they 
would  not  enter  into  the  consideration  of 
those  questions.  I  do  not  doubt  that  if 
they  have  made  up  their  minds  to  pursue 
that  course,  that  they  will  be  supported  by 
a  minority  that  has  already  expressed  its 
confidence  in  them.  But  I  do  expect, 
when  the  whole  course  of  this  year  is  re- 
yiewed,  that  it  will  be  found  on  reflection 
by  the  people  of  this  coc^ntry,  that  great 
advanta^  would  have  been  derived  from  a 
fair  consideration,  instead  of  the  abrupt  re- 
jection of  the  measures  we  proposed.  In 
adjourning  their  consideration  until  next 
year,  you  postpone  the  benefit  you  mi^ht 
have  derived  from  them.  In  adjourning 
the .  consideration  of  such  measures,  yoa 
allow  the  distress  to  continue  which  it  is 
now  in  your  power  to  mitigate.  I  con- 
clude now,  by  stating,  that  it  is  certainly 
not  my  intention  upon  this  question  to 
propose  any  motion,  or  to  ask  for.any  divi- 
sion, as  to  the  course  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  about  to  adopt;  but  as  a 
Member  of  this  House,  I  beg  to  say],  that 
I  am  not  responsible  in  any  way  for  it. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  spoke  to  the  following 
effect :— -Mr.  Speaker,  the  course  which  I 
took  yesterday,  in  announcing  to  the  House 
of  Commons  the  proceedings  which  I  pro- 
posed to  adopt  with  respect  to  the  public 
buuness  of  the  country,  is  a  sufficient  indi- 

1  cation  that  I  had  no  wish^  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  harassing  and  arduous 
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task  oommitted  to  me,  to  eomoienGe  it  by 
any  controversy  of  a  party  nature.  At  the 
same  time  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  admit 
that  my  course  of  proceeding  oonatitntes 
no  rule  for  the  noble  Lori— that  our 
respective  positions  are  different,  and  that 
be  is  entirely  at  liberty  to  invite  me  to  the 
discussion  which  he  has  opened ;  and  aL 
though  I  had  no  wish  to  originate  the  dis- 
cussion, yet  I  can  assure  the  noble  Lord 
that  I  am  little  disposed  to  avoid  it ;  on 
the  contrary,  I  am  thankful  rather  than 
otherwise  for  the  opportuni^  which  the 
noble  Lord  has  afforded  me  of  commenting 
on  Uie  observations  he  has  made«  I  refer, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  those  points  on 
which  there  can  be  no  material  disagree- 
ment between  us.  I  concur  with  the  noUe 
Lord  in  the  earnest  denre  that  our  amioa- 
Ue  relations  may  be  maintained  between 
this  country  and  France,  and,  if  possible, 
I  shall  more  cordially  eonour  with  him  in 
the  prayer  he  expressed,  that  it  may  pleaae 
Almighty  God  to  continue  his  protection 
from  the  hand  of  assasains  to  timt  great 
man  to  whom  the  destinies  of  France  have 
been  entrusted*  Sir,  it  is  imposiible  to 
hear  of  those  repeated  attacks,  of  those  in- 
famous and  senseless  attempts^  without 
feeling  pain  for  the  character  of  humanity 
and  civilixation.  It  appears  as  if  Phnri- 
denoe  bad  provided  some  compensation  for 
them,for  the  only  xesults  of  these  attempts 
is  to  provoke  one  general  feeling  of  disgust 
towards  their  abetton,  and  of  sympathy 
for  the  intended  victims^  It  would  appear 
as  if  some  special  protection  was  vouchsafed 
to  that  illustiious  family;  and  my  firm 
belief  is^  that  so  long  as  they  continue  to 
reign,  they  constitute  a  sufficient  guarantee 
for  the  preservation  of  peace,  l  agree  in 
the  sentiments  the  noUe  Lord  has  expressed 
on  this  suUect  I  join  in  that  which  I 
believe  is  the  feeling  of  every  hon.  mindj 
when  I  express  the  wish  that  not  only  may 
the  assassins^  be  defeated,  but  the  assassin 
signally  punished.  I  cannot  anticipate  that 
the  change  in  the  Government  is  likely  to 
interrupt  our  amicable  relations  with 
France.  I  do  not  think  that  they  are  less 
likely  to  be  amicable  on  that  account.  I 
have  seen  no  indication  on  the  part  of 
France  of  an  indisposition  towards  tne  pre- 
sent Government^  nor  any  apprehension 
that  our  amicable  relations  were  likely  to 
be  sumended.  I  should  be  surprised  if  it 
could  be  so ;  for  I  lecdlect,  on  the  occur- 
renoe  of  these  events,  which  shook  to  its 
foundation  the  throne  of  the  elder  branch 
of  the  Bourbon^  I  wai  one  of  those  who. 


in  eonjunctien  with  my  illustrious  Friend, 
the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  many  of 
those  who  are  now  joined  with  me  in  the 
Government,  seeing  that  it  appeared  the 
will  of  the  authorities  and  the  people  of 
France  that  their  government  should  ba 
committed  to  other  hands,  we  did,  notwith* 
standing  the  reluctance  of  the  other  Powers 
with  whom  we  were  in  most  cordial  rela- 
tion-—^e  did  at  once  advise  the  Crown  to 
recognise  that  Sovereign  on  whom  the 
choice  of  the  people  of  Fiance  appeared  to 
have  fallen.  With  respect  to  the  character 
of  that  man,  of  whom,  in  future  ages, 
France  will  be  justly  proud— I  mean  that 
statesman  who  now  presides  over  the  go« 
vemment  of  Franofr-— I  cannot  but  regard 
it  as  an  assurance  that  every  thing  just 
will  be  done  to  preserve  peace  with  this 
country.  Belying  upon  that  character,  and 
animated  with  my  own  convictions  on  the 
sulject,  I  am  sure,  therefore,  that,  consis- 
tently with  the  maintenance  of  British  ho- 
nour, intimate  relations  of  amity  can  be 
pressed  with  France.  I  think  these  in- 
timate relations  of  amity  very  necessary. 
I  think  it  would  be  exceedingly  deplorable 
if  anything  occurred  to  interrupt  them,  for 
I  think  relatioDs  of  amity  between  England 
and  France  are  most  essential  to  the  gene-* 
nd  tranquilli^.  It  must  conduce  to  the 
advancement  of  social  improvement  and 
civilixation.  I  do  not  now  for  the  first  time 
use  this  language  to  court  the  opinion 
or  the  favour  of  the  French  government- 
it  is  not  language  adopted  for  the  occanon, 
nor  to  facilitate  the  purpose  that  I  luive  in^ 
view.  For  the  last  ten  years,  in  and  out 
of  office,  my  language  has  been  invariably 
the  same.  I  have  tuen  every  opportunity 
to  do  justice  to  the  character  of  the  King 
of  the  French— -on  all  occasions  I  have 
expressed  my  earnest  wish  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  peace  on  all  occasions  I  have 
declared  my  desire  that  past  hostile  colli, 
sions  between  England  and  France  may  be 
forgotten;  that  each  may  repose  beneath 
the  laurels  which  it  has  gained,  and  that 
the  two  countries,  each  so  distin^ished  for 
its  military  character  and  achievements, 
may  be  aUe  to  maintain  the  feelings  of 
amity,  without  the  slightest  reflection  upon 
eith^>  I  have  always  said,  that  there 
ought  to  be  that  feeling,  and  that  it  was 
essential  to  the  maintenance  of  peace  and 
order.  These  were  my  feelings  when  I 
was  in  opposition,  and  it  is  not  likely,  that 
on  my  accession  to  office,  I  should  shrink 
from  repeating  them.  With  respect  to  our 
relati^na  with  the  Uait^  States,  I  view 
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them  as  the  noUe  Lord  does,  certainljr  with 
ffreat  apprehension  and  anxiety ;  yet^  as  it 
18  HianiiPestly  the  interest  of  those  two  great 
oountries,  united  together  by  so  many  ties, 
and  by  community  of  languaffe^  to  main- 
tain peaoo— 80  little^  too,  can  be  gained  by 
war,  that  the  wound  which  is  inflicted  by 
the  one  upon  the  other,  must  be  reflected 
back  upon  the  hand  that  caused  it,  that  I 
cannot  help  hoping,  that  the  pre?ailiug 
good  sense  of  the  community  upon  the  Go- 
vernment of  each,  if  the  Government 
should  want  that  adventitious  aid,  will 
result  in  the  maintenance  of  peace.  I  say 
no  more,  but  that  it  is  my  sincere  desire, 
that  peace  be  maintained  ^  but  at  the  same 
time  I  shall  feel  obliged  to  make  no  oon- 
oession  affecting  the  independence  or  honour 
of  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of  puru 
chasing  a  temporary  tranquillity.  I  ap* 
proach,  now,  the  consideration  of  the 
question  respecting  which  a  controversy  has 
arisen  between  the  noble  Lord  and  myself. 
The  part  of  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord, 
which  I  most  regretted  to  hear,  was  that 
in  which  he  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
require  the  vote  of  the  House  ci  Commons 
as  to  the  course  which  I  have  pioposed  to 
pursue*  I  do  wish  that  he  had  taken  the 
sense  of  a  House  of  Commons  elected  in 
accordance  to  his  advice  and  under  his  own 
auspices.  1  wish  the  noble  Lord  had  taken 
the  sense  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  to 
the  reasonableness  and  justice  of  that  con* 
fidence  which  I  ask  from  it,  and  that  he 
had  enabled  me  to  judge  whether  the 
House  of  Commons  approved  or  disap- 

r9ved  of  the  course  that  1  mean  to  pursue, 
should  have  thought  it  so  reasonable, 
after  a  lapse  of  ten  years  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  three  or  four  months)  during  which 
I  had  held  the  situation  of  a  private  indi- 
vidual, that  on  returning  to  power,  after  a 
lapse  of  ten  years,  that  there  would  be 
a  universal  impression,  that  it  must  be  but 
reasonable  that  I  should  not  be  called  upon 
in  a  month  to  propose  an  alteration  in  the 
law  respecting  the  trade  in  com.  I  should 
have  thought,  that  it  would  have  been  felt 
to  have  been  most  advantageous  to  have 
access  to  official  information ;  that  it  would 
be  most  desirable  that  I  might  have  the 
opportunity  of  examining  that  body  of  in- 
formation, and  considering  those  views,  for 
the  collection  and  propounding  of  which, 
gentlemen  have  received  larse  emoluments 
**that  I  might  see  the  inrormation  that 
had  been  collected,  and  the  opinions  that 
had  been  formed.  I  conflider,  that  it  is 
only  reasonable  to  permit  me  and  my  col- 


leagues to  have  time  to  conmder  the  ptopo* 
sitions  we  must  submit  to  Parliament.  But 
if  I  am  responsible  for  not  proposing  mea* 
sures  with  respect  to  the  Coro-kws,  within 
one  month  of  my  accession  to  office,  what 
must  be  thought  of  that  Government—* 
what  must  he  thought  of  that  Government 
which  has  held  office  for  five  years,  and 
which  never  undl  the  month  of  May,  1841, 
ilitimated  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
an  united  opinkm  on  the  subject  ?  What, 
if  you  are  so  convinced  of  the  tremendous 
evils  inflicted  upon  the  country  by  the 
operation  of  the  Com  Jaw»^if  you  thhik 
that  commenaal  distress  is  justly  to  be  at- 
tributed to  them-'-tf  you  think  really,  that 
those  laws  lie  at  the  toot  of  the  sufferings 
and  privations  to  which  the  labouring 
classes  in  some  districts  ore  exposed,  and 
yet  never  felt  it  to  be  your  duty  to  come 
forward,  but  permitted  flnre  years  to 
elapse,  without,  as  a  united  Govern- 
ment, suggesting  any  proposition  to  re. 
medy  these  evils,  what  is  to  be  said  of 
you  f  Whj  did  you  aUow  this  to  be  an 
open  question?  Yon  may  say,  that  you 
had  no  hope  to  carrv  it.  Well,  then, 
I  do  not  mean  to  follow  your  example; 
Having  considered  it,  I  do  not  mean  to 
adopt  tne  conveniency  of  an  open  question 
•-^proposinff  a  thing  here  in  order  that  it 
may  be  deMted  there*  You  expect  that  I 
should  state  to  the  House  of  Commons  the 
course  I  mean  to  pursue  on  the  part  of  a 
concurring  united  government,  and  stake 
the  existence  of  that  sovemmcnt  upon  the 
issue.  What  upon  Uiis  question  with  re- 
spect to  which  you  feel  now  so  deeply  con* 
vinced?  But,  how  was  it  you  permitted 
Lord  Melbourne  to  retain  office,  holdins 
the  opinions  he  did  upon  this  subject,  and 
saying  "  No"  to  the  proposition  for  inquiry  } 
1  have  made  appointments  to  which  you 
object.  But  whom  did  you  select  for  the 
particular  office  of  Vice-President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade?  The  man  who  refused 
aU  inquiry  into  the  question  of  the  Com- 
law.  I  say  this— if  you  were  so  deeply 
and  so  intimately  convinced  of  the  necessity 
for  a  change,  it  was  your  duty,  as  Ministers 
of  the  Crown,  to  propose  that  change  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  It  is  in  vain  to 
say  you  could  not  form  a  government  with« 
out  making  it  an  open  question---it  is  in 
vain  to  saj  you  could  not  carry  it.  The 
greatest  mischief  you  can  do  to  great  prin« 
ciples  is  to  leave  them  in  abeyance  as  open 
questions.  Five  years  ehtpsed,  and  with, 
out  any  action  on  the  part  of  die  Govern^ 
ment  in  respect  iji  the  Com-laarj  five^years 
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up  to  April  1841.  If  this  feeling  were 
entertained  with  respect  to  those  laws,  why 
did  you  not  call  the  attention  of  Parliament 
to  them  in  the  Queen^s  Speech  of  1840? 
Why  reserve  these  general  denunciations 
against  the  Com*laws  until  a  period  when 
you  had  appealed  to  the  people,  and  been 
left  in  a  minority  of  80?  You  brought 
forward  the  question  of  the  Corn-laws  in 
May  1841,  and  with  your  opinions  in  re- 
spect of  them  you  brought  them  forward  in 
the  way  most  calculated  to  prejudice  the 
country  against  giving  those  laws  a  fair 
condderation ;  because,  it  is  dear,  that  if 
the  view  you  take  of  those  laws  be  a  cahn, 
phOosophical,  and  comprehensive  view  of 
their  operation  upon  the  industry  of  the 
country,  no  matter  whether  you  raised  five 
millions  or  one  shilling  of  duty  on  com,  it 
was  your  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  Par- 
liament to  a  system  that  was  drying  up  the 
sources  of  national  prosperity.  Why  did 
you  not  in  the  beffinning  of  Uie  year  1841 
—it  was  not  until  Uien  your  doubts  were  dis- 
pelled— ^but  what  reason  could  there  be 
that  you  did  not  then,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Session,  insert  in  the  Queen's 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  a  recommenda- 
tion analogous  to  that  which  you  gave  at  a 
moment  when  it  was  utterly  impossible  to 
cany  it  I  Your  proposal  for  the  alteration 
cxf  the  Corn-laws  was  to  be  a  means  of 
raising  revenue,  and  the  proposal  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  of  the  month  of  August, 
1841,  must  be  construed,  not  as  a  vague 

gmeral  recommendation  to  take  the  Com- 
ws  into  consideration,  but  as  a  recom- 
mendation, and  it  can  be  considered  in  no 
other  sense  than  to  adopt  a  tax  of  Ss.  a 
quarter  upon  foreign  com.  That  was  the 
proposal  then  delmralely  made  by  the 
Government  Do  you  adhere  to  it  now,  or 
do  you  not  ?  ^lien  in  August,  1841,  you 
recommended  the  Corn-law  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  had  your  recommenda- 
tion reference  merely  to  some  vague,  gene- 
ral, and  indefinite  inquiry  into  the  subject, 
or  had  it  reference  to  the  specific  proposal 
made  by  you  in  the  month  of  May  preced- 
ing, on  the  authority  of  the  Government, 
for  the  adoption  of  a  fixed  duty  of  Ss.  per 
quarter  upon  the  importation  of  foreign 
wheat?  If  you  say  you  are  not  bound  to 
adopt  the  fixed  duty  of  Ss,  a  quarter,  with 
what  modesty  can  you  call  upon  me  to 
declare  what  measures  I  am  prepared  to 
adopt,  if  you  are  already  beginning  to  see 
reason  to  doubt  the  policy  of  imposing  a 
fixed  and  invariable  duty  oi  Ss.  h  quarter 
on  the  importation  of  foreign  com  ?  If  you 


say  that  Ute  subject  is  one  still  open  to  oonsi- 
deratbn — ^that  a  new  Parliament  may  en- 
tertain new  views  on  the  subject — if  that 
be  your  opinion,  it  perfectly  justifies  me  in 
maintaining  mv  present  reserve  until  I 
shall  be  enabled  to  give  practical  and  per- 
manent effect  to  whatever  measures  I  may 
propose.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  you 
answer  as  you  must  answer,  that  what  you 
meant  then  and  what  you  mean  now  is  to 
impose  a  fixed  duty  oi  6s.  a  quarter  on 
foreign  wheat  to  be  levied  invariably, 
and  without  reference  to  the  price  of 
the  commodity,  then,  permit  me  to 
say  that  you  owe  to  me  and  to  others  who 
acted  with  me,  some  acknowledgment  for 
not  having  alkwed  such  a  proposition  to 
pass.  ^  This  much  I  will  venture  to  say, 
that  if  that  had  occurred,  which  might 
very  naturally  have  taken  place  at  one  time 
—namely,  that  instead  of  there  being  a 
happy  change  in  the  weather,  it  had  con- 
tinued unfavourble  to  the  harvest,  and  com 
had  consequently  risen  in  price  to  90s.  a 
quarter,  we  should,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  assembled  here  now  under  your 
auspices,  for  the  purpose  of  seeking  parlia- 
mentary authority  to  abate  that  Ss.  duty. 
The  sdieme  of  the  Ss.  duty  would  have 
had  its  effect,  and  there  must  be  some  who, 
contrasting  the  present  operation  of  a  law, 
which  has  admitted,  or  will  admit,  a  great 
quantity  of  com  for  the  consumption  S  the 
people,  at  a  duty  of  Is.,  with  the  invariable 
imposition  of  an  8<.  duty,  will  be  of  opinion 
with  me,  that  circumstances  might  have 
arisen,  that  might  have  rendered  the  levy 
of  Ss.  exceedingly  inconvenient  and  cala- 
mitous. I  now  approach  the  subject  of 
finance.  The  noble  Lord  has  lamented  I 
have  not  brought  forward  some  proposal 
for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  the  country 
from  the  deficit  by  the  imposition  of  tax- 
ation. And  here  again  I  say,  I  regret  that 
the  noble  Lord  has  not  taken  the  sense  of 
the  House  of  Commons  upon  this  point 
likewise.  I  could  earnestly  wish  an  appeal 
to  have  been  made  to  the  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  men  of  all  parties.  I  have  been 
in  the  possession  of  power  three  weeks. 
During  that  time  I  have  had  the  charge 
of  forming  a  Govemment,  and  of  making 
those  constitutional  arrangements  whu£ 
became  necessary  upon  the  formation  of  a 
new  Administration.  I  have,  also,  of  course, 
been  obliged  to  devote  some  part  of  my 
time  to  the  consideration  of  our  foreign 
relations.  I  could  well  have  wished,  there- 
fore, to  appeal  to  the  House,  whether  it  be 
a  just^  whether  it  be  a  fair  proposal,  that 
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I  should  be  called  upon  to  bring  forward 
a  measure  involving  permanent  taxation. 
And  from  wbom  does  this  charge  come? 
What  is  the  position  I  inherit?    For  five 
years  right  hon.  and  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site have  held  the  reins  of  power.     In  the 
year  1888 — or  rather  in  the  year  1837—. 
there  was  a  deficiency^   as  between   the 
revenue  and  expenditure  of  this  country,  of 
1,428,000/.    In  1838,  there  was  a  defi- 
ciency of  430,000/.    In  1840,  there  was  a 
deficiency  of  1,457,000/.    In  1841,  there 
is  a  deficiency  of  1^851,000/.,  making  to- 
gether a  gradual  accumulating  deficit,  on 
Sie  5th  of  April  1841,  of  5,166,000/.    In 
the  year  ending  the  5th  of  April  1842,  it 
is  estimated,  and  estimated  with  lament- 
able truth,  that  the  deficit  for  this  single 
year  will   amount   to  2,500,000/.,  mak- 
ing a    total    deficit — an  accumulation  of 
deficiency,   if  I  may  use  the  phrase— of 
7,666,000/.    This  is  the  state  of  things, 
we  have  come  into  the  administration  of 
finance,  we  have  been  in  office  one  month, 
and  we  are  asked  at  once  to  produce  our 
financial   scheme.     Is  this  even  tolerably 
fair — tolerably  reasonable  ?     What  lights, 
I  ask,  have  I  to  guide  me  ?     If  I  adopted 
your  budget,  should  I  repair  the  deficiency. 
So  far  from  it,  I  will  now  proceed  to  show, 
since  the  noble  Lord  has  provoked  me  to 
this  discussion,  that  if  your  budget  had 
realized   all   your  expectation,  you  must 
have  proposed  a  vote  of  credit,  in  order  to 
repair  your  deficiency.    If  your  most  san- 
guine calculations  had  been  verified,  you 
must  still  have  asked  for  a  vote  of  credit^ 
partaking  of  the  character  of  that  which 
my  right  hon.  Friend  will  hereafter  pro- 
pose, to  the  amount  at  least  of  800,000/. 
Foreseeing  that  there  was  to  be  a  deficiency 
of  2,400,^)0/.,  you  proposed  your  financial 
measure  to  repair  it.     You  proposed  to 
diminish  the  duty  on   Baltic  timber,  in- 
creasing, at  the  same  time,  the  duty  on 
Canadian  timber.     The  late  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  took  credit  for  600,000/.,  to 
be  derived  in  the  present  year  from  this 
change  in  taxation.    Now,  1  will  prove  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  that  not  one 
shilling  of  that  sum  of  600,000/.  would 
have  been  thus  immediately  applicable  and 
available.      Mr.   Poulett  Thomson,  now 
Lord  Sydenham,  has  expressly   declared. 
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committee  of  1835  should  be  adhered  to. 
Remember  I  am  not  now  discussing  the 
commercial  policy  of  an  alteration  of  the 
timber  duties;  I  am  only  considering  a 
much  more  limited  question — namely,  its 
financial  bearing  upon  the  revenue  of  the 
country  in  reference  to  the  proposal  in  the 
budget.  I  am  only  considering  whether  if 
I  adopted  your  budget  I  should  be  released 
from  the  necessity  in  which  I  now  find 
myself  involved.  On  the  24th  of  April, 
1841,  Lord  Sydenham  says  :— 

*^  Great  alarm  is  naturally  felt  by  those  en- 
gaged in  the  timber  trade  in  Canada,  at  the 
prospect  of  any  alteration  in  the  duties  levied 
on  wood  in  the  United  Kingdom.  He  says  the 
question  must  be  resolved  by  Parliament,  ac- 
cording to  the  view  it  takes  of  the  general  in- 
terest." 

Here  follows  a  paragraph  which  it  is 
unnecessary  to  read  at  length.  His  Lord- 
ship proceeded  to  say  :— 

'*  If  any  change  should  be  determined  on, 
disturbing  the  proportion  of  duty  paid  on  co- 
lonial and  foreign  timber,  care  should  be  taken 
to  diminish  the  loss  to  individuals  by  making 
it  gradual,  which  is  most  just  and  politic;  but 
above  all,  I  must  express  my  nope,  ihat 
whatever  alteration  is  adopted,  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee  of  1831,  of  which 
I  was  chairman,  will  be  adhered  to,  namely, 
that  the  change  should  not  affect  the  import- 
ations of  the  year,  which  would  be  an  act  of 
extreme  hardship  to  the  colony." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  Lord  Sydenham 
advises  an  adherence  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  of  1835.  I  turn, 
then,  to  the  report  of  that  committee,  which 
is  dated  August,  1835,  of  which  Lord 
Sydenham  was  chairman,  and  I  find  these 
are  the  recommendations  alluded  to:— 

**  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  that  such  reduction  be  made,  so 
f^r  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  interests  of 
the  revenue,  without  any  augmentation  of  the' 
duty  on  colonial  timber.  Resolved,  that  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  in  any 
alterations  made,  such  alterations  should  not 
affect  the  shipments  made  in  the  year  1836.'' 

Now,  this  report  is  dated  August,  1835, 
and  states,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  if  any  alteration  were  to  be 
made,  that  alteration  should  not  affect  the 
shipments  made  in  1836.     That  is  to  say. 
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that  although  concurring  in  the  general  |  Lord  Sydenham  advises,  that  the  alteration 
principle  of  the  policy  of  an  alteration  in  of  the  duty  be  postponed  till  1837.  Lord 
the  timber  duties,  care  must  be  taken  to  Sydenham,  the  Governor  of  Canada,  who 
diminish  as  much  as  possible  the  pressure  is  responsible  for  the  peace  of  that  import- 
upon  individuals^  and  that  it  was  his  ant  colony,  advised  you  to  adhere  to  the 
opinion,  that  the  recommendation  of  the    recommendation  of  the  committee  of  1835. 
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If  you  had  done  so— as  I  know  you  would 
—is  it  not  clear,  that  not  one  shiUing 
would  have  been  had  to  meet  the  deficiency 
of  1840?  Consequently,  that  item  of 
600,000/.  must  be  entirely  and  absolutely 
struck  out  of  the  calculation  of  the  Chan, 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  now  come  to 
the  consideration  of  the  sugar  duties.  Seven 
hundred  thousand  pounds — that  was  the 
sum  to  be  raised  by  the  importation  into 
this  country  of  foreign  sugar,  upon  which 
a  duty  of  37«.  was  to  be  levied,  being  a 
differential  duty  in  favour  of  Britisli  sugar 
of  I2s.  From  this  increased  duty  700,000/. 
was  to  be  raised.  Now,  such  has  been  the 
reduction  of  the  price  of  British  sugar, 
without  the  introduction  of  foreign  sugar, 
that  there  is  good  reason  to  doubt  whether 
the  estimates  of  the  noble  Lord,  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  be  correct 
as  to  the  quantity  of  the  foreign  commo- 
dity to  be  introduced.  I  have  here  a  re- 
turn  of  the  prices  of  sugar  from  the  4th 
of  May  to  the  7th  of  September,  in  each 
of  the  years  1840  and  1841,  and  I  believe 
it  will  be  found,  that  in  the  first  of  these 
periods  the  average  price  of  British  sugar 
was  not  less  than  upwards  of  50^.  The 
following  is  the  table  referred  to  by  the 
right  hon.  Banmet:*— 


Weeks. 


May  4 

May  11 
May  18      . 
May  25 
June  1 
June  8  . 
Jone  15     • 
June  d2 
June  29     • 

July  a  . 

July  13      , 
July  20 
July  27     . 
August  3 
August  10 . 
August  17 
August  24  . 
August  31 
September  7 


1840. 


pttcwt. 

I.  d. 
42  0 
44  101 

44  9 
46  2) 

45  5i 
45  4} 

44  6 

45  lOi 
50  11 

55  tH 
57     3 
57  2f 
57  Of 

57  4i 

56  9 

57  U 

58  1 

58  3| 
58  9 


1841. 


per  c«L 
I.  d. 

36  1} 

35  10 

38  2| 

39  11| 
38  2} 

37  111 
37  8 

36  7| 
36  21 
35  2} 

35  91 

36  01 

36  10| 

37  71 
36  3 
36  3 
36  41 
36  3 
34  8| 


I  have  not  the  exact  calculation  of  the 
averages,  but  I  believe,  that  will  be  found 
a  correct  estimate.  In  each  following  week, 
from  the  3id  of  Aujpust  to  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember,  the  prices  of  British  sugar  per  cwt. 
were  as  follow ;  5 7s,  ^d.,  56s. 9d.,57s.  1  id., 
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58#.  Id.,  58x.  d^,  58f.  9^  Such  were  the 
prices  in  1840.  Let  us  compare  them  with 
the  pricea  in  1 841.  During  the  same  period 
of  the  latter  year,  namely  from  the  3d  of 
August  to  the  7th  of  September,  the  week- 
ly prices  were  375. 7lc/.,  36s.  3</^.,  36^.  ^d* 
S6s.  4id.,  Z6s.  3^.,  and  in  the  last  week* 
ending  the  7th  of  September,  the  price  of 
sugar  was  down  at  34^.  8|  J.  Thus  in  the 
week  ending  7  th  S^tember,  1840,  the 
price  of  sugar  per  cwt.  was  58^.  9d.,  and 
in  the  same  week  in  the  year  1841  it  was 
34«.  9(/.,  being  a  reduction  in  price  of  24& 
The  average  price  of  sugar,  then,  in  the 
present  year,  if  you  take  all  the  weeks, 
does  not  exceed  36s.  Sd.,  being  subject  to  a 
duty  of  258.  The  noble  Lord  says  the 
average  price  of  foreign  suoar  in  bond  i& 
22s^  the  duty  of  37$.  makes  it  59^. ;  to  this 
roust  be  added  2s.  for  the  costs  of  admis- 
sion into  internal  consumption,  making 
thus  a  total  of  61&  as  the  price  at  which 
foreign  sugar  can  be  profitably  used,  and 
without  causing  any  ground  for  alarm  to 
the  British  grower.  But  the  British 
grower  has  contrived  to  supply  the  country 
with  sugar  at  365.,  and,  therefore,  if  the 
noble  Lord's  calculation  be  correct,  there 
would  have  been  little  or  no  importation  of 
foreign  sugar.  If  that  be  the  case,  making 
some  deduction  for  some  that  may  have 
been  brought  in,  what  becomes  of  the 
700,000/.  which  you  expected  ?  But  I  will 
take  500,000/.,  and  having  already  got 
1,400,000/L  not  in  hand,  but  exactly  the 
reverse,  that  being  the  amount  of  the  defi- 
cit I  have  already  shown  to  exist,  and 
adding  to  that  the  500,000/.,  the  total 
amount  of  deficit  amounts  to  1,900,000/.^ 
for  which  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer must  have  made  provision,  either 
by  taxation,  or  by  a  vote  of  credit.  I  now 
come.  Sir,  to  the  duty  on  com,  on  which 
wa  were  to  raise  400,000/.  But  in  order 
to  justify  the  calculation  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  the  duty  raised  upon 
corn  must  have  amounted  to  1,500,000/. 
[[Lord  John  Russell  dissented!.  I  h^  the 
noble  Lord's  pardon,  I  may  oe  mistaken, 
but  if  I  remember  rightly,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  said  he  estimated  the 
produce  of  the  Customs  in  1841  to  be  equi- 
valent to  the  produce  of  the  Customs  in 
1840.  Now  part  of  the  Customs  duty  of 
1840  was  1,100,000/.  raised  from  com,  and 
consequently  that  1,100,000/.  must  be 
added  to  the  400,000/.  for  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  took  credit  in  his  bndget 
because  if  there  was  any  deficiency  in  the 
1,100,000/.  in  1840,it  would  probably  give 
a  corresponding  one  in  the  Customs  duties 
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of  1841 ;  consequently^  unless  you  could 
raise  1,500,000/.  from  corn  in  1841,  the 
deficit  in  1841 -—amounting,  as  I  have 
already  clearly  shown,  to  1,900,000/.— 
would  have  been  increased  in  pmportioow 
Sir,  whatever  approbation  the  noble  Lord 
may  receive  from  those  who  sit  behind  him 
— whatever  cry  may  be  raised  about  the 
injustice  of  the  **  bread  tax"  and  a  duty 
upon  tho  subsistence  of  the  people,  there 
^re  some  among  them,  I  apprehend,  who 
will  not  hear  witli  very  cordial  satisfaction 
that  a  part  of  the  budget  was  to  levy 
1,500,OCK)/.  upon  corn.  I  know,  indeed, 
that  tht^y  will  say  that  advantage  to  trade 
and  regularity  of  commercial  transac- 
tions would  be  promoted  by  a  fixed  duty 
upon  com,  yet  I  think  if  those  Gentlemen 
could  divest  themselves  of  tlieir  political 
character  and  associations,  tbey  would, 
consistently  with  their  own  views,  rejoice 
that  the  project  of  a  fixed  duty  was  not 
carried  into  effect.  The  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  took  credit  for  a  defici- 
ency of  2.500,000/.,  and  short  as  has  been 
my  opportunity  of  considering  the  subject, 
I  have  yet  devoted  some  tim^  to  it,  tind  it 
aopegrs  questionable  whether  that  deficit 
of  2,500,000/.,  is,  in  point  of  fact,  all  that 
we  have  to  calculate  upon ;  for  I  am  bound 
to  say,  I  think  the  promises  of  future  years 
are  anything  but  satisfactory.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  made  a  provision  of 
400,000/,  for  the  expense  of  the  expedition 
to  China,  and  said  he  should  not  be  called 
ppon  to  nroyide  any  similar  sum  in  a  future 
yean  Aut,  Sir,  are  those  anticipations 
likely  to  be  realized.  I  say  nothing  what- 
ever of  the  policy  of  the  operations,  but  I 
simply  ask,  is  it  not  probable  that  the  de- 
inand  to  be  made  upon  us  in  a  future  year 
for  the  public  services  of  the  present  year 
on  account  of  the  expedition  to  China,  will 
far  exceed  400,000/.?  The  estimated 
expense  required  for  the  year  1841,  by 
the  last  return  presented  to  the  House 
ao  far  as  it  can  at  present  be  ascer- 
tained was,  625,299/.  That  paper  is 
dated  28th  of  May,  1840,  and  the  periods 
to  which  it  refers  were  long  antecedent.  I 
will  venture  to  say  that  this  expense  of 
625,000/.  had  been  incurred  in  October, 
1 840,  and  of  the  expenses  incurred  since 
October  1840,  what  means  have  we  of 
judging.  This  is  all  the  information  we 
have.  A  nolo  betie  states,  *<  No  accounts 
have  been  received  from  which  an  accurate 
estimate  can  be  made."  But  I  do  read  in  the 
liewBp&pgrsaccounts  from  persons  likely  to 
be  well  inlondedHKJiKh  lead  me  to  believe 
that  the  subsequentexpliBlfeailL  ^®  ^^^y 


great.  Captain  H.  L,  Fleming  Senhouse, 
for  instance,  of  her  Majesty's  shin  the 
Blenheim,  writing  about  Mrs.  Noble,  on 
the  10th  of  March,  1841,  says— 

"  Sir — Under  feelings  of  the  deepest  indig- 
nation at  the  barbarous  and  savage  conduct  of 
the  Chinese  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
F.mperor*8  High  Commissioner,  Elepoo,  at 
Ningpoo,  in  the  trealraenl  of  a  poor  unfortu- 
nate widowed  shipwrecked  female,  by  con- 
fining her  in  a  cage  of  the  cube  of  three  feet 
by  three  feet  two  inches,  and  retaining  heri  n 
prison  until  the  very  moment  almost  in  wbic  > 
she  was  about  to  bring  into  the  world  an 
orphan  child  of  her  departed  husband,  drowned 
in  the  wreck ;  at  a  time  also  when  we  had 
bpen  exercising  for  eight  months  the  most  ex 
treme  and  unparalleled  forbearance  and  kind* 
iiess  to  the  Chinese ;  thereby  incurring  an  ex- 
pense of  probably  the  full  amount  of  the  re- 
muneration we  are  seeking;  and  at  a  time 
\vhen  we  were  actually  liberating  the  prisoners 
without  ransom  or  restriction,  giving  up  their 
property  to  a  Urge  amount.*' 

Of  course  on  this  subject  I  wish  to  give  no 
positive  opinion  there  is  no  doubt  that  great 
additional  expense  must  have  been  incurred. 
I  speak  now  of  finance,  and  finance  only,but 
1  say  that  no  clear  sighted  or  prudent  Ch  an- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when  calculating  the 
expenditure  of  the  country,  can  omit  From 
his  consideration,  the  probable  future  de^ 
mands  for  the  expense  of  the  Chinese  oper- 
ations. I  must  own,  indeed,  that  it  ap- 
pears to  me  the  noble  Lord  has  made  a 
speech  not  calculated  to  create  a  favourable 
imuression  in  the  country,  and  of  not  a 
little  tendency  to  add  to  the  difficulties  that 
encompass  thoae  who  have  taken  office.  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  avow  that  I  look  with 
alarm  at  the  growing  tendency  to  expense 
in  our  colonial  possessions.  In  a  paper 
just  presented  there  is  an  estimate  for  the 
civil  expenses  of  Hong  Kong,  at  9,000/. 
for  the  present  year,  including  the  cutting 
of  a  mam  road ;  and  in  the  same  paper 
the  necessity  of  adopting  enlarged  and 
comprehensive  views  tor  tne  civil  Govern- 
ment of  that  island,  was  pressed  upon 
the  Government  at  home.  This  is  the 
position  in  which  I  find  affairs.  This  is 
the  position  in  which  I  am  called  upon  to 
estimate  the  probable  expenditure  and  to 
make  provision  to  meet  it.  I  will  now 
oome  to  New  South  Wales.  I  find  by  a 
dispatch  from  Sir  George  Gipps  to  Lord 
John  Russell,  dated,  Slst  of  January, 
1841,  that  Sir  George  has  issued  a  great 
number  of  bounty  warrants  for  emigrants. 
I  may  observe  that  the  total  numoer  of 
emigrants  is  stated  in  the  despatch  at 
71,315,  and  the  amount  of  bounties  payable 
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upon  them  is  also  stated  at  979,562/.  payable 
within  two  years.  The  noble  Lord  cer- 
tainly contemplated  with  just  alarm  this 
enormous  demand^  and  very  properly  re- 
buked the  Governor  for  the  course  he  had 
taken.     The  noble  Lord  said— 

^  The  same  mail  which  has  brought  to  me 
this  report  of  the  commercial' embarrassments 
of  New  South  Wales,  and  of  the  overtrading 
and  ill-advised  system  of  credit  to  which  vou 
ascribe  them,  has  also  brought  me  your  des- 
patch, of  the  31st  of  January,  1841|  (No.  29), 
on  the  subject  of  bounties  on  emigration.  From 
that  despatch  I  learn  that  you  have  given  or- 
ders for  Dounty,  payable  within  two  years,  for 
no  less  a  sum  than  979|562/.  This  is  a  fact  which 
has  arrested  my  most  serious  attention,  and 
which  I  cannot  regard  without  deep  anxiety. 
It  will  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  commu- 
nication, which  I  shall  address  to  you  as  soon 
as  I  am  in  possession  of  the  results  of  certain 
inquiries  which  I  have  thought  it  right  to  in- 
stitute. For  the  present  I  can  only  express 
my  earnest  hope  that  the  commercial  embar- 
rassments which  you  have  depicted  will  have 
suggested  to  you  the  absolute  necessity  of  ab- 
staining from  the  multiplication  of  such  orders. 
On  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  I 
must  disclaim  any  responsibility  for  this  pro- 
ceeding, and  any  obligation  to  ratify  your  en- 
gagements to  the  enormous  extent  to  which 
you  have  entered  into  them.  On  the  other 
band,  as  to  the  colooyi  it  appears  that  at  the 
moment  of  the  commercial  embarrassment  to 
which  you  have  referred,  there  were  afloat  in 
the  market  bounty-orders  amounting  to  nearly 
1,000,000/.  sterling,  the  whole  of  which,  it  is 
but  too  probable,  the  colonial  treasury  may  be 
called  upon  to  redeem.  It  is  difficult  to  mea- 
sure the  eflcct  which  such  an  operation  must 
have  had  in  stimulating  that  reckless  spirit  of 
commercial  enterprise  to  which  you  ascribe 
the  disasters  of  the  colony ;  but  it  is  clear  that 
the  effect  must  have  been  very  considerable. 
It  is  impossible  to  regard  a  financial  operation 
of  this  kind  as  one  in  which  the  British  Trea- 
sury is  not  deeply  interested.  If  proof  of  this 
were  wanting  it  would  be  abundantly  supplied 
by  the  experience  of  the  present  year,  in  the 
case  of  South  Australia." 

The  governor  said,  that  the  colony  was  in- 
volved in  commercial  distress,  but  he  argued, 
I  presume,  that  the  case  was  no  vrorie 
than  that  of  the  British  Treasury,  and  that 
he,  therefore,  might  as  well  imitate  the 
conduct  of  the  British  Treasury,  in  saying, 
the  greater  our  distress  the  more  liberal  be 
our  expenditure.  The  noble  Lord  took 
immediate  steps  to  reduce  the  expenditure; 
he  recalled  the  bounties ;  but  do  whatever 
he  might,  there  will  not  be  left  a  sum  less 
than  500,000/.  to  be  provided  for  in  the 
same  way  in  other  colonies.  Demands  will 
be  thus  made  upon  the  colonial  exchequers, 
which  they  will  be  unable  to  meet^  and  at 


what  door  they  will  knock  for  the  payment 
of  these  liabilities  needs  no  specific  indi- 
cation. Such  items  as  these  I  must  con<* 
sider,  and  I  ask  and  demand  from  the  jus- 
tice of  this  House,  time  and  opportunity 
for  proper  deliberation  upon  them.  I  have 
taken  you  from  Hong  Kong  to  New  South 
Wales,  and  I  now  come  to  South  Australia. 
Such  was  the  d3sperate  state  of  that  colony, 
that  last  year  we  provided  155,0002.  to  meet 
the  exigency.  Since  then,  a  further  ex- 
pense of  14,000/.  has  been  incurred,  for 
which  no  provision  has  been  made.  Bills, 
to  that  amount,  have  been  presented,  which 
have  been  protested  by  the  Treasury.  It  is 
quite  clear  that  other  bills  are  upon  their 
road,  and  all  1  apprehend  is,  that  we  shall 
ultimately  have  to  bear  the  expense  both  of 
the  bills  and  the  protests.  Thus  we  have 
155,000/.  for  South  Australia.  Then, 
with  regard  to  New  Zealand,  Inlls  to 
the  amount  of  33,000/.  have  been  drawn 
upon  the  bankrupt  treasury  of  New  South 
Wales;  that  treasury  which  is  already 
without  the  means  of  paying  its  own  lia- 
bilities. But  do  not  flatter  yourselves  that 
that  is  all,  for  there  are  indications  that 
bills  to  the  amount  of  54,000/.  more  are 
on  their  way.  Thus  a  sum  of  between 
80,000/.  and  90,000/.  is  required  to  meet 
that  exigency.  The  estimate  taken  with 
respect  to  Canada  was,  I  believe,  600,000/*, 
but  since  the  budget,  a  distinct  intimation 
has  been  given,  that  the  credit  of  this  coun- 
try is  to  be  guaranteed  to  Canada  for  a 
loan  of  upwards  of  a  million.  I  am  not 
now  questioning  the  policy  of  that,  I  say 
nothing  of  the  propriety  of  adhering  to  en- 
gagements entered  into  under  the  circum- 
stances in  which  Canada  is  now  placed.  I 
say  again,  here  is  a  new  obligation  con- 
tracted on  the  part  of  this  country.  But 
you  will  say,  that  afibrding  credit  to  a 
country  is  a  very  different  thing  from  an 
advance  in  money.  That  is  true,  but  you 
guaranteed  to  the  extent  of  100,000/.  for 
fortifications,  for  which  no  provision  has 
been  made.  [Lord  John  Russell :  Yes  j]  I 
thought  that  this  was  since  the  despatch  of 
Lord  Sydenham  had  been  received  ;  but  if 
I  am  in  error,  I  am  sorry  for  it.  Still  I 
give  credit  to  the  noble  Lord  for  the  vigi- 
mnce  he  exerted  to  stop  this  course  when 
it  became  known  to  him,  and  for  the  very 
proper  rebuke  he  administered  to  the  go- 
vernor. But  considering  these  things,  am 
I  not  justified  in  reprehending  that  tendency 
to  expense  in  our  cohmial  establishmentSr- 
which  threatens  ultimately  tO-^MA  upon 
this  country  ?Aj4Jt.^te5appeal  to  every 
man  wJie&i^'Thave  not  preferred  an  al- 
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most  conclusive  claim  to  the  justipe  of  per- 
mitting the  Government  to  have  time  and 
opportunity  to  review  these  things.  The 
noble  Lord  says,  that  Parliament  ought  not 
to  separate  without  some  financial  measure 
being  brought  forward.  I  appeal  again  to 
all,  whether  it  would  not  be  desirable  to 
see  exactly  the  state  of  our  relation  towards 
the  United  States  before  we  proceed  fur- 
ther ?  Would  it  not  be  well  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  settle  that  question  ?  That 
is  another  reason  why  before  we  propose  a 
seneral  financial  scheme,  we  should  be  al- 
lowed the  opportunity  for  a  few  weeks  to 
consider  the  exact  position  in  which  we 
stand.  There  is  a  commercial  treaty  nego- 
tiating between  Naples^  one  with  Texas 
and  one  with  Brazils.  Above  all^  there  is 
one  with  France.  I  say  nothing  of  the  po- 
licy of  that  treaty!  but  it  was  under  serious 
consideration,  which  was,  I  believe^  post- 
poned in  consequence  of  the  quadruple 
treaty  of  July,  and  the  temporary  aliena- 
tion of  France.  That  treaty  proposes  to 
allow  of  the  importation  of  French  wine 
and  brandy  at  a  greatly  reduced  duty.  Is 
it  not  clear  that  such  a  proposition  as  that 
must  materially  afiect  the  consideration  of 
the  amount  of  the  tax  levied  on  British 
spirits,  on  colonial  rum>  and  on  wines  im- 

rted  from  other  countries  besides  France  ? 
has  not  been  possible  for  me  hitherto, 
even  to  read  the  correspondence  upon  this 
subject ;  and  other  more  pressing  matters 
will  for  weeks  intervene,  and  prevent  me 
from  reading.  Is  not  this  in  itself  a  con- 
clusive reason  why  the  House,  whatever 
distrust  the  noble  Lord  may  entertain  re- 
specting the  constitution  of  some  parts  of 
the  Government,  should  accede  to  the  de- 
mand I  make  for  time  to  allow  me  to  con- 
aider  what  course  I  shall  take  ?  That  de- 
mand is  not,  I  beg  the  House  to  under- 
stand, founded  upon  considerations  of  per- 
Bonal  convenience,  but  upon  those  of  what 
is  due  to  the  public  interests.  If  it  be  right 
that  these  things  should  be  undertaken 
and  brought  to  a  close  at  the  time  they  are 
undertaken,  is  it  not  right  also  that  they 
should  not  be  proposed  on  the  responsibility 
of  a  Government  without  further  time 
than  has  already  been  afforded  to  me  and 
my  colleagues  for  the  consideration  of  com- 
prehensive questions  of  this  nature?  The 
noble  Lord  did  me  justice,  in  a  frank  and 
handsome  manner,  with  respect  to  the 
course  I  have  pursued  and  the  advice  I 
gdered  to  the  Crown  regarding  the 
neii||^^H|M|^A^Govemment  of  Ireland. 
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mind  the  noble  Lord  what  were  the  confi« 
dent  predictions  made  a  short  time  back, 
with  respect  to  the  course  I  must  take,  re- 
lative to  Ireland.    .Was  I  not  told»  night 
after  night,  that  I  would  not  dare  to  form 
a   Government  for  that  country,   that  I 
could  not  form  one  which  would  attract 
general  confidence  ?  Was  I  not  told  that  I 
must  be  the  instrument — the  reluctant  and 
degraded  instrument  —  of  men  who  were 
ready  to  offer  coarse  insults  to  their  Roman 
Catholic  fellow  countrymen.     Was  I  not 
told  that  they  would  hoist  the  standard  of 
ascendancy  and  demand  from  me  a  com- 
plete  and  servile   acquiescence    in    their 
views }     That,  it  was  said,  would  be  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  my  accession  to 
power ;  and  yet  not  a  month  has  elapsed, 
and  the  noble  Lord  admits  that  over  that 
difficulty,  at  least,  I  have  triumphed,  and 
have  constituted  the  government  for  Ire- 
land in  such  a  manner  as  gives  assurance 
that  the  universal  people  of  that  country 
shall  be  treated  with  impartiality  and  jus- 
tice.    I  have  made  no  concessions  for  the 
purpose  of  purchasing  support.     I  intend  to 
administer  the  law  with  firmness,  and,  I 
hope,  with  dignity.     I  will  not  permit  the 
administration  of  Irish  affairs  to  be  influ- 
enced by  the  hope  of  conciliating  support 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  I  declare 
that  the  engagement  into  which  I  have 
entered  to  administer  impartial  justice  in 
that  country,  shall,  as  far  as  depends  upon 
me,  be  strictly  fulfilled.    The  appointment 
of  Lord  de  Grey,  who  was  with  difficulty 
induced  to  undertake  the  important  func- 
tions which  remove  him  from  occupations 
and  enjoyments  most  refined  and  honoura- 
ble to  a  man  in  his  station,  as  also  the  ap- 
pointment of  Lord  £liot,  and  lastly,  the 
appointment  of   Sir    Edward   Sugden  as 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  afford^  I  think, 
grounds  as  strong  as  any  public  appoint- 
ments can  give,  for  believing  that  it  is  my 
determination  to  adhere  to  the  declarations 
I  made  as  to  the  mode  in  which  I  should 
feel  it  my  duty  to  administer  the  affairs  of 
Ireland.     My  right  hon.  Friend,  Sir  E. 
Sugden  felt  himself  under  an  obUgation  to 
accept   the  office  of  Lord   Chancellor  of 
Ireland  because  he  was  in  receipt  of  a  pen- 
sion, honourably  acquired  by  him  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sacrifice  of  professional  emo- 
luments, but  acquired  after  only  a  short 
discharge  of  public  judicial  duties.     My 
right  hon.  Friend,  therefore,  acting  upon 
the  principles  which  have  always  actuated 
him,  felt  it  his  duty  to  resume  the  office  he 
before  held.     He  felt  that  the  public  had  a 
claim  upon  bim|  but  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
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6ay,  tbat  if  any  circumstance  bad  occurred 
to  prevent  the  resumption  of  office  by  my 
tight  hon.  Friend,  I  would  have  selected 
from  the  Irish  bar,  an  Irish  Chancellor :  I 
would  have  paid  that  compliment  to  a  bar 
which  stands  as  high  as  any  in  the  profes- 
sion. The  noble  Lord,  however,  after 
having  been,  I  will  not  say  reluctantly 
compelled  to  admit,  but  aXier  having  at 
once  admitted  that  I  have  triumphed  over 
the  difficulty  that  threatened  ny  course 
with  regard  to  Ireland,  dedated  that, 
on  account  of  the  constitution  of  ray 
Grovernment  in  this  country,  and  of  cer- 
tain menaces  which  he  said  had  been 
held  out  in  the  House  of  Lords,  that  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  discharge  my  public 
duty  upon  other  points  relating  to  the  do' 
mestic  policy  of  the  country.  I  can  assure 
the  noble  Lord  that  it  is  my  intention  to 
act  upon  a  sense  of  public  duty,  and  to  pro- 
pose those  measures  which  my  own  convic- 
tion of  what  is  requisite  for  the  public 
interests  shall  make  me  think  it  desirabk 
to  propose.  It  is  right  that  there  should 
he  a  distinct  understanding  as  to  the  terms 
on  which  ft  public  man  holds  office.  The 
force  of  circumstances,  and  a  sense  of  pub- 
lie  duty  have  compelled  me  to  take  u^vnn 
myself  the  harassing  and  laborious  office  in 
which  I  am  placed.  What  am  be  my  in- 
ducement to  take  office,  and  to  make  the 
sacrifices  which  t&e  acceptance  of  it  enjoins  ? 
What  can  be  my  induoement  but  the 
hope  of  rendering  service  to  my  coun- 
try>  and  of  acquiring  honourable'  fame. 
la  it  likely  that  I  would  go  through 
the  labour  which  is  daily  imposed  upon  me 
if  I  couM  not  claim  for  myself  the  liberty 
of  proposing  to  Parliament  those  measures 
which  I  believe  to  be  conducive  to  the  pub- 
lic weal }  I  will  claim  that  liberty — 1  will 
propose  those  meaarares,  and  I  do  assure 
this  House  that  no  considerations  of  mere 
political  sorpport  should  induce  me  to  hold 
such  an  office  as  that  which  I  fill  by  a  ser- 
vile tenure,  which  would  compel  me  to  be 
the  instrument  of  carrj'tng  other  men's 
o|^ions  into  effed;.  I  do  not  estimate 
lightly  1^  distinction  which  office  gives. 
It  is  not  valuable  on  a^xxnmt  of  the 
patronage  which  it  enables  its  possessor 
to  dispense,  nor  from  the  personal  distinc- 
tion it  confers  upon  him ;  it  is  only  valnable 
to  any  man  fit  to  hold  it  for  an  hoor,  on 
aocount  of  the  opportunity  it  gives  him  of 
serving  his  country,  and  the  moment  I  shall 
be  convinced  that  the  power  of  doing  that 
according  to  my  conscientious  sense  of 
jtnbKc  duty,  is  denied  to  me,  then  I  tell 
every  man  in  the  country  that  he  has  con« 


furred  no  personal  obligation  on  me  by 
having  placed  me  in  this  office  ;  but,  free 
as  the  wind,  f  reserve  to  myself  the  power  of 
retiring  from  the  dischai^  of  onerous  and 
harassing  duties  which  under  such  circum. 
stances,  could  no  longer  be  discharged  with 
satisfaction  to  myself  or  advantage  to  my 
country. 

Viscount  Palmersion:  Whether  the 
reasons  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has 
assigned  for  abstaining  from  making  an 
cx))08ition  of  his  views  before  Parliament 
is  pron)gued,  are  sativfiictory  to  himself 
and  the  hon.  Members  who  sit  behind  him> 
he  best  can  tell ;  but  I  take  leave  to  say, 
that,  having  listened  with  great  attention 
to  all  that  has  fallen  from  him,  I  do  not 
think  they  will  he  considered  satisfactory 
by  the  country  at  large.  The  riglit  hon. 
Baronet  has  diallengH  my  noble  Friend 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  this 
question.  We  know  well  enough  ftom  the 
result  of  the  last  election  what  the  decision 
of  the  House  upon  that  question  would  be, 
but*  however  the  right  hon.  Baronet  may 
plume  himself  upon  his  majority^  I  tell 
him  to  refrain  from  reposing  too  great  and 
unlimited  confidence  on  that  support,  €(x 
he  shonld  remember  that  there  is  a  oountty 
as  well  as  a  House  of  Commons.  I  warn 
him  not  to  rely  too  confidently  that  ibe 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  this  House— 
thotigh,  technically,  he  is  entitled  to  repre- 
sent it  as  that  of  the  country — will  Iw 
borne  out  by  the  opinion  of  the  people  at 
large.  The  ri^t  hon.  Bafonet  stated, 
that  he  agreed,  in  general,  with  the 
observations  made  by  my  noble  Friend  on 
the  present  position  of  cot  Iweign  relations. 
It  was  not  upon  that  ground  certainly  that 
my  noble  Friend  thoi^ght  any  prolonged 
sitting  of  Parliament  necessary.  It  is 
undoubtedly  true,  that  as  far  as  regards  the 
foreign  relations  of  the  country,  the  right 
lion.  Baronet  mi^t  prorogue  Parlianrant 
to-morrow,  and  no  public  inconvenience 
would  result  therefrom.  This,  aEC  least,  I 
may  say,  that  we  have  handed  over  to  ^ 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  the  foreign  nda- 
tions  cf  the  country  in  a  state -as  satisfac- 
tory as  secure,  and  as  muc^  calculated  to 
inspire  just  confidence  as  they  were  ever 
in  at  any  former  period  of  the  Isistory  df 
this  country.  It  is  mft,  therefore,  tm 
account  of  the  state  t>f  our  foreign  rela* 
tions  that  it  is  necessary  to  keep  ParHament 
sitting,  or  to  call  it  together  again  at  an 
early  period.  The  first  point  to  which  ray 
noble  Friend  altuded,  as  one  ivtth  respect 
to  which  it  was  necessary  for  the  tight  hon. 
Baronet  to  state  what  were  the  intentions 
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of  Hie  Government,  w«s  tins  Corn  lawt^ 
and  I  roust  «ay  I  think  the  replr  giren  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  upon  that  point 
WM  anything  but  satisfactory.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  Bays  that  he  has  been  out  of 
office  lor  ten  years,  and  therefore  is  unable 
as  yet  to  form  any  opinion  on  this  matter; 
but  he  has  not  been  out  of  the  country. 
He  has  not  been  out  of  public  life,  he  has 
not  been  out  of  Parliament.  He  knows 
as  well  as  any  other  man  what  is  passing 
in  the  country.  He  has  given  his  atten* 
tion  to  the  state  of  |Hiblie  afikirs,  and  if 
any  man  is  capable  of  forming  an  opinioa 
upon  matters  connected  with  the  great 
interests  of  the  country,  and  more  especially 
upon  this  particular  question,  it  is  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  from  his  habits,  attainments, 
snd  pursuits.  Tbe  right  faon.  Baronet 
asked  whether  it  were  fair  to  reproach  him 
with  not  being  prepared  with  a  measure 
on  the  subject  of  tbe  Corn-laws,  considering 
that  the  late  Ooremment  were  five  years 
in  office,  before  they  brought  forward  their 
measure  on  the  subject.  1  was  surprised 
to  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  use  an 
atgument  oi  tiMt  nature,  which  is,  in  fact, 
appUeable  to  every  measure  whidi  was 
ever  proposed,  because  whenever  any  mea- 
sure is  proposed  any  man  might  exclaim, 
''You  are  to  blame  for  not  having  pro- 
paaed  this  ten  years  sooner."  Every  mea- 
sure has  fas  period.  Circumstances  lead  to 
the  proposal  of  great  measures  at  particular 
tioMSy  and  it  is  no  fair  reproach  to  those 
who  propose  them,  that  they  had  not  done 
so  at  an  eariier  period.  It  might  be  said 
that  when  we  proposed  our  measure  res- 
peoting  the  Com  laws,  public  attention 
had  not  been  mflkiently  directed  to  the 
sulijeet,  and  that  parties  interested  in  Use 
question  had  not  been  called  upon  to  con- 
sider it  with  reference  to  their  interests. 
But  that  objection  can  no  longer  apply. 
The  question  was  proposed  and  discussed 
in  the  kst  Parliament,  and  thnefore  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  does  not  aland  now  in 
Um  aan»  aitaation  aa  that  in  whidi  the 
late  Gt)venmient  stood  with  reference  to 
this  ^il^eet.  I  think  that  Che  right  hon. 
Baronet  night  have  abstained  on  this  occa- 
sion frcn  Again  lending  his  authm^ity  to 
the  frequently  eontra^cted  misrepresen- 
tation of  what  fell  from  Lord  Melbourne 
on  the  Mt^eot  of  the  Corn-law.  The  ri|^ 
hon.  Barnbet  has  again  given  his  sanction 
ta  t  etudionsly  circulated  miare|^:csenta« 
tion  of  iUwdMelboumaVi  observations.  [Sir 
Meiert  P^;  N«»  I  have  not]  I  refer 
to  what  fell  from  Lord  Melbourne  in  the 
Hottse  «f  Loods.    The  right  hon.  Baraaet 


expressed  his  surprise  that  the  Colleagues 
of  Lord  Melbourne  should  have  remained 
in  office  with  that  noUe  Lord  who  had  es- 
preesly  disapproved  of  the  measures  whidi 
they  wbhed  to  pass.  What  Lord  Mel- 
bourne said  can  be  seen,  if  any  one  will 
refer  to  the  volumes  which  are  so  often 
in  the  hands  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 
If  reference  be  made,  it  will  be  seen  that 
what  Lord  Melbourne  siUd  was,  that  he 
repudiated  any  measure  which  tended  to 
deprive  agriculture  of  all  protection ;  but 
that  he  was  by  no  means  prepared  to  say, 
that  circumstances  might  not  occur  which 
would  lead  him  to  agree  to  a  change  in 
the  existing  Com -laws.  The  misrepresen- 
tation of  which  I  complain,  but  in  which 
I  now  understand  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
to  say  he  does  not  concur,  is  the  assertion 
that  Lord  Melbourne  declared  himself  op- 
posed to  all  change  in  the  Com-laws^ 
whilst,  in  fact,  he  limited  his  obfection  to 
a  change  which  would  leave  agricalture 
destitute  of  all  protection.  The  ri^t  hon. 
Baronet  gives  us  to  nnderstand  that  he  is 
prepared  to  propose  a  change  in  the  Corn- 
laws,  but  that  he  will  not  propose  k  until 
he  can  do  so  as  the  head  of  a  united  Go« 
vernment.  Now,  looking  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  his  Government— eeeing  who  nre 
the  members  of  his  Cabinet  —  adverting 
to  opinions  expressed  by  some  of  those 
persons^  and  to  opposite  opinions  expressed 
by  persons  holding  hig^  office  in  the  Go- 
vernment, though  not  in  the  Cabinet,  I 
venture  to  predict  that  if  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  is  to  wait  to  propose  his  measure 
until  he  can  do  so  as  the  head  of  a  united 
Government,  he  will  require  not  only  the 
five  months  during  whidi  he  wishes  Par* 
liament  to  be  prorogued,  but  somewhat 
nearer  the  five  years  which  he  reproached 
us  for  having  allowed  to  pass  before  we 
introduced  our  measure  on  the  subject  I 
do  not  think  that  the  want  of  leisure 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  pleaded 
is  a  sufficient  reason  for  his  not  suting 
to  Parliament  and  the  country  what  his  in- 
tentions are.  My  noble  Friend  did  not  urge 
him  to  do  so  this  week,  or  the  next,  but  my 
noble  Friend  stated,  and  I  think  justly,  that, 
thequ^tion  having  been  broached  last  ^ning^ 
and  those  who  now  compose  the  Govern- 
ment having  had  ample  time  to  turn  it 
over  in  their  minds.  Parliament  should  not 
be  prorogued  till  the  beginning  of  February 
next,  leaving  the  whole  country  in  a  state 
of  uncertainty*  not  only  as  to  what  altera- 
tion the  Government  mean  to  propose,  but 
even  as  to  whether  they  mean  to  propose 
VPf  chuDgQ  at  all    So  fv  as  inairidnal 
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feeliDgs  go,  I  may  say  that  to  us  who  have 
been  for  a  long  time  performing  most  la- 
borious duties,  nothing  could  be  more 
agreeable  than  the  prolonged  relaxation 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  proposes 
to  afford  us;  but  on  a  question  of  such 
immense  importance,  affecting  the  dearest 
interests  of  the  country,  and  the  existence 
almost  of  a  large  portion  of  the  population, 
I  think  the  right  hon.  Baronet  is  not  justi- 
fied in  pursuing  the  course  which  he  has 
chalked  out  for  himself.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  asks  whether  we  would  now  stand 
by  the  measure  which  we  proposed 
respecting  the  Corn-laws?  Undoubtedly  we 
would.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  seems 
to  have  a  very  odd  notion  of  the  ef- 
fect of  the  duty  proposed  by  us.  He 
said,  ''  Suppose  that,  in  consequence  of 
a  bad  harvest  in  this  country,  the  price  of 
wheat  had  risen  to  90«.,  would  you  then 
have  proposed  a  duty  of  Ss.  V*  What  has 
the  price  in  this  country  to  do  with  the 
question  ?  If  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
assumed  that  the  prices  had  risen  very 
high  in  the  countries  from  which  com  was 
to  be  imported,  then,  indeed, he  might  argue 
that  any  duty  at  all  added  to  the  cost 
price,  and  to  the  expense  of  bringing  it  to 
this  country,  would  prevent  its  import- 
ation ;  but  the  higher  the  price  rises  here, 
provided  that  it  be  not  accompanied  with  a 
correspondinff  rise  of  price  abroad,  the 
more  inconsiderable  becomes  the  duty  im- 
posed on  importation.  The  prospect  of  a  bad 
harvest  in  this  country,  so  far  from  being  a 
reason  why  the  8«.  duty  should  be  aban* 
doned|  might  furnish  a  reason  why  those  who 
thought  that  dutv  too  hiffh  before  should 
be  of  opinion  tnat,  under  the  circum- 
stances, it  was  not  too  high.  That  was 
his  answer  to  those  who  objected  to  a  fixed 
duty,  upon  the  ground  that,  if  corn  were  to 
rise  to  a  high  pric^,  such  duty  could  not 
be  exacted.  That  was  a  false  argument, 
founded  on  an  inversion  of  true  reasoning. 
But  if  there  be  any  sense  in  the  argument 
we  have  employed — ^if  there  be  any  truth 
in  our  general  reasoniog--corn  could  never 
attain  a  high  price  in  this  country  under 
•a  fixed  duty,  because  it  would  be  always 
flowing  in  a  constant  stream,  and  thus 
would  prevent  those  fluctuations  which 
are  the  cause  of  great  sufi[ering  amongst 
the  people,  and  are  detrimental  to  the 
general  interests  of  the  country.  I  say,  then 
that  we  stand  by  our  measure,  and 
I  wish  to  know  what  is  the  measure  by 
which  hon.  Members  opposite  mean  to 
stand.  The  right  hon.  baronet  a8si|j[ned 
as  a  reason  for  not  being  able  to  attend  to  ^ 


these  important  matters,  that  he  had  to 
undergo  great  labour  in  forming  his  Ad« 
ministration.  I  can  easily  believe  thai 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  had  no  little 
trouble  in  that  respect,  and  I  am  by  no 
means  disposed  to  underrate  it,  but  we 
do  not  ask  him  to  state  what  his  inten* 
tions  are  to-night  or  to-morrow.  We  will 
willingly  allow  him  weeks  for  consideration; 
but  we  contend,  that  it  is  not  fitting  that 
Parliament  should  be  sent  to  the  right* 
about  from  this  time  to  the  beginnioff  of 
February,  leaving  the  country  all  the  while 
in  total  ignorance  as  to  whether  the  Grovem* 
ment  means  to  stand  bv  the  Corn-law  as  it 
now  exists— whether  they  mean  to  propose 
a  modified  sliding  scale,  or  whether  they 
intend  to  become  converts  to  our  scheme 
of  a  fixed  duty,  and  propose  it  themselves 
to  Parliament.  I  think  that  all  parties— 
whether  it  be  the  agricultural  interest 
which  wishes  to  retain  protection,  or  the 
manufacturing  and  commercial  interests* 
which  desire  a  greater  freedom  and  exten- 
sion of  trade — will  be  of  opinion  that  the 
new  Government  having  had  time  to  con- 
sider the  question,  ought  not  to  let  Parlia- 
ment separate  for  so  long  aperiod*  without 
stating  what  their  intentions  are  respecting 
it.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  says,  that 
events  have  proved  how  lightly  my  right 
hon.  Friend,  the  late  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  considered  the  details  of  his 
budget.  First,  with  respect  to  the  timber 
duties,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  stated,  that 
my  right  hon.  Friend  would  not  have  ob- 
tained the  amount  which  he  calculated  upon 
by  the  change  of  those  duties.  Why  not,  I 
should  like  to  know?  What  proof  did 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  offer  upon  that 
point?  Anything  to  be  found  in  tne  state- 
ment of  m]^  right  hon.  Friend?  No,  but 
merely  a  wish  expressed  by  the  Governor- 
general  of  Canada,  and  a  report  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
simple  answer  to  that  is,  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Governor-general,  and 
the  report  of  the  committee  did  not  const!, 
tute  tne  measure  proposed  by  us  to  Parlia- 
ment, however  great  the  weight  which  is 
justly  due  to  that  recommendation,  and  to 
that  report,  the  measure  which  they 
pointed  to,  was  not  the  measure  which  we 
proposed,  and,  therefore,  all  the  elaborate 
argument  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  tend- 
ing to  show  that  the  change  my  right  hon. 
Friend  proposed  in  the  duties  on  timber, 
would  not  nave  produced  the  amount  he 
calculated  upon,  was  thrown  away.  Then 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  that  the 
quantity  of  British  sug^r  imported  hud, 
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ipnatly  exceeded  the  amoant  calculated 
hj  my  right  hon.  Friend,  that  the 
price  of  such  sugar  had  fallen  consider- 
ab(y«  and  that,  Uierefore,  foreign  sugar, 
at  the  hiffher  duty,  would  not  hare  been 
coneumedto  the  extent  necessary  to  produce 
the  amount  of  revenue  which  my  right  hon. 
Friend  calculated  upon.  There,  again, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  fallen  into  a 
mistake.  My  right  hon.  Friend  made  his 
calculation  either  way.  He  argued  thus : — 
"  If  the  supply  of  British  sugar  continues 
to  be  small,  and  the  price  high,  I  will  get 
the  sum  I  want  by  the  hieher  duty  of  41«. 
on  the  foreign  sugar  which  will  then  come 
in ;  iff  on  the  contrary,  there  should  be  an 
unexpected  increase  in  the  supply  of  Bri- 
tish sugar,  I  shall  then  obtain  the  revenue 
I  want  from  the  duty  of  245,  payable  on 
that  article,  and  any  duty  which  may  be 
paid  on  foreign  sugar  will  be  in  addition 
to  what  1  want."  My  right  hon.  Friend 
red:oned,  that  if  the  consumption  of  British 
sugar  in  1841,  should  be  equal  to  what  it 
was  in  1831,  he  should  get  his  revenue 
from  British  sugar  alone.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  says,  "that  on  looking  over  the  de- 
partments of  the  Government,  he  finds  the 
expenses  of  the  country  exceed  those  on 
which  we  had  reckoned }  that  fresh  demands 
are  springing  up  from  various  quarters ;  and 
that  nothing  can  be  more  unreasonable  than 
to  call  upon  him  to  state  his  financial  news, 
until  he  is  accurately  informed  respecting 
all  these  additional  expenses."  My  noble 
Friend  did  not  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
to  make  any  detailed  financial  statement ; 
he  distinctly  stated  that  he  did  not  ,*  all 
he  wished  was,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
should  state  his  views  upon  those  great 
questions  which  a£fect  the  manufacturing 
and  commercial  interests  of  this  country. 
What  the  risht  hon.  Baronet  has  alleged 
respecting  the  new  demands  which  are 
coming  upon  the  Government,  in  my  opin- 
ioUj  rorms  no  suflident  excuse  for  the 
course  he  proposes  to  pursue.  When  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  told  us,  that  with  re- 
gard to  China  the  expense  for  the  year 
1841  would  much  exceed  the  400,000/. 
which  were  taken  in  the  estimate,  he  also 
admitted  that  that  excess  would  not  re. 
^uire  to  be  provided  for  by  Parliament  un- 
til 1842,  and  therefore  would  not  add  to 
the  deficiency  of  the  present  year.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  said,  *'I  see  in  a 
return,  that  it  is  stated  iJiat  no  accounts 
have  yet  been  received  from  China  on  which 
a  detailed  estimate  can  be  formed;*'  but 
he  must  know  that  the  reason  of  that  is, 
(hat  tbeexpenie  of  thatezpeditioQ  is  to  be 


defrayed  in  the  first  instance,  by  the  East- 
India  Company,  and  that  it  is  only  when 
the  East-India  Comnany  have  made  up 
their  pwn  accounts,  that  they  will  be  able 
to  state  their  demand  to  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is,  therefore,  a  kind  of  double 
operation,  and  is  not  so  simple  a  one  as  if  the 
bills  were  drawn  on  the  Treasury  in  the 
first  instance,  by  which  means  accounts 
would  be  more  readily  obtained.  *'  But 
though,*'  said  the  nght  hon.  Baronet, 
'*  you  have  no  official  accounts,  I  have  an 
account  that  enables  me  to  form  an  opin- 
ion," and  then  he  reads  a  letter  cut  out 
of  a  newspaper,  aud  written  by  the  captain 
of  a  man  of  war  to  a  Mrs.  Noble,  who  had 
unfortunately  been  taken  prisoner  by  the 
Chinese,  anci  who  had  suffered  a  great  deal 
of  barbarous  usage,  having  been  confined 
and  carried  about  in  an  iron  cage  of  very 
small  dimensions.  This  letter  writ- 
ten in  the  usual  style  of  a  private  letter ; 
is,  it  seems,  to  be  quoted  to  the  country 
and  to  the  House  of  Commons  as  the 
ground  on  which  financial  calculations  are 
to  be  made,  and  we  are  told  that  Capt. 
Senhouse  (the  writer  of  the  letter)  says 
"  they  are  going  on  spending  at  such  a 
rate,  that  they  will  soon  spend  all  the  Chi- 
nese have  to  pay."  Why  surely  such 
private  letters  as  these,  are  not  to  be 
gravely  offered  as  grounds  for  parliamen- 
tary proceedings.  But  then  came*  "  some- 
thing tangible,"  and  which .  was  to 
make  the  House  shudder  at  the  expense. 
*'The  Superintendent  in  China  proposes  to 
make  a  main  road  through  the  whole  ex« 
tent  of  Hong  Kong."  I  cannot  undertake 
to  say  whether  the  island  is  ^ve  or  seven 
miles  in  length,  but  if  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net has  no  other  deficiency  to  provide  for 
except  the  expense  incurred  by  gravelling 
the  road  in  Hong  Kong,  he  will  not  have 
much  difficulty  in  extricatinghimself  from 
the  embarrassments  which  at  present  seem 
to  alarm  him  so  much.  Then  we 
come  to  South  Australia,  and  it  certainly 
appears  by  the  papers  that  were  laid  be- 
fore the  House  yesterday,  that  an  enor- 
mous expenditure  was  contemplated  by 
the  governor  of  that  colony.  But  what 
has  my  noble  Friend  done  on  that  subject? 
The  moment  he  heard  of  the  intended  ex- 
penditure he  stopped  it.  [No,no,]  It  is  true 
hecould  not  stop  tnewhole  expenditure,  and 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  said  that  the  sum 
of  500,000/.  on  that  account  remains  to 
be  prorided  for  by  this  country.  1  believe, 
however,  that  I  speak  on  good  grounds 
when  1  say  that  300,0002.  of  that  sum,  if 
not  the  whole  of  itj  wiU  be  provided  for  bj 
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the  colony.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  then 
said  that  bills  from  New  Zealand  to  the 
amount  of  100,000/.  were  to  be  provided 
fbr,  whilstt  an  estimate  on  that  abcmint 
was  only  6,000{.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
must  Irnow  that  St  is  impossible  for  a 
Government  to  estimate  accurately  the 
expenses  of  distant  colonial  possessions. 
Excess  of  expenditure  within  certain  limits 
is  liable  to  happen  in  such  colonies  at  tiny 
time^  and  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  post-  < 
pones  the  statement  of  his  views  on  finance 
until  the  colonies  are  brought  into  such 
order  that  the  colonial  expenditure  is  in 
perfect  harmony  with  the  estimates,  I  am 
afraid  the  House  of  Commons  must  wait 
for  a  longer  period  than  noxt  February 
before  it  can  obtain  the  development  of 
his  policy.  My  noble  Friend  did  not  eall 
upon  the  right  hon*  Baronet  to  state  now 
his  financiat  project  for  the  ensuing  year, 
but  he  stated  that  he  considered  it  incum- 
bent upon  a  Government  consisting  of  a 
party  who  liave  turned  us  out  of  office  on 
certain  great  questions  of  tntde  and  eora- 
meroe,  and  who  are  now  in  power  backed 
by  a  majorky  which  enables  them  to  earry 
their  priiici|^  into  practlee*  to  tell  the 
House  whether  they  intend  to  pursue  in 
offiee  the  eourse  they  pursued  when  out  of 
office,  namely,  to  refuse  all  relaxation  of 
our  oommercyi  system,  and  to  stand  upon 
the  principles  of  restriction  and  monopoly. 
It  will  not  do  for  tho  right  hon.  Baronet 
to  pnal^nd  he  has  not  yet  bad  the  informa* 
tioii  neoessary  to  enable  him  to  make  up 
hia  mind  on  the  com  question.  Every  in- 
fotmatioii  neoessary  to  enable  bim  to  do  ao 
has  been  kmg  before  the  public,  and  a  man 
wiio  is  not  oonteat  with  that  may  ransack 
the  arehives  of  the  Foreign-ckfioe  and 
Board  of  Trnde,  and  read  himaeif  bHnd 
widuMit  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  coociu* 
aion.  Ihe  right  hon.  Baronet  hU  alludod 
to  the  eoausercial  negotiations,  now  pend- 
ing between  this  aad  foreign  countries,  as 
an  odditionBl  reason  £ae  delay.  It  is  tme, 
that  daring  the  last  two  or  three  yean, 
the  Britidk  GovecnaaRt  haa  been  cego- 
ttating  with  that  of  France  apoa  matters 
oaBBfected  with  eomraerce.  There  is  a 
ooouBieveial  tnaty  pending  between  Eng- 
land and  Partiigal<-^inre  has  been  a  com^ 
flKrdal  treaty  propoaed  to  Naples;  it  is 
poMifaie  that  enoMnevctal  aegoliatiotti  may 
he  uipeusd.  with  the  Uxntad  States  of 
Amenca,  and  alao  with  the  Brazil^— all 
thaat  things  are  tme,  bat  tfiey  tasd  to 
SHihs  good  our  Argumeot,  and  not  that  of 
the  n^t  hon.  Barogaet*  The  gnsater  the 
of  coumriet  with  which  we  have 


unsettled  negotiations  relating  to  commer- 
cial intercourse^  the  more  expedient  is  it 
that  we  should  proceed,  without  the  1^ 
of  a  day,  tolcnock  off  those  fetters  which 
hitherto  have  crippled  and  embarrassed  the 
eommeroe  of  this  country.  For  the  mat- 
ters which  we  are  now  discussing  are  not 
matters  for  foreign  negotiation.  Shall  we 
negoeiate  with  foreign  oountries  as  to  whe- 
ther we  shall  relieve  our  own  people  from 
the  vexatious  restraints  to  which  the  pre- 
sent kw  renders  them  liable?  Are  the 
manufacturing  'and  commercial  dasces  of 
this  country  to  he  told  that  they  are  not  to 
be  relieved  from  the  ehaekles  wfakdi  cripple 
them,  unless  her  Majesty's  Govormnent 
can  persuade  Portugd,  Braril,  Naples^  and 
France,  to  agree  to  some  certain  things 
upon  which  negotiations  are  now  pending, 
i  say  that,  whether  these  countries  agree 
to  the  propositions  that  are  made  to  theni 
or  not)  the  eourse  of  policy  that  we  suggest 
is  wise  and  useful  in  itself,  and  it  ou^t  to 
be  adopted  without  any  raiSerenoe  whatever 
to  the  prooeediQgs  of  foreign  atates.  But 
would  you  not,  indeed,  be  in  a  much  better 
position  to  negdciate  with  foreign  countries, 
if  you  had  done  the  things  which  we  pro- 
pose before  you  entered  upon  your  negotia- 
tions? WUl  any  one  tell  me  that  the 
negotiation  with  Brasii,  whenever  it  is 
commenoed,  would  not  be  carried  on  in  a 
much  better  spirit,  and  with  a  much  greater 
prospect  of  advantage  to  tiiis  country,  if 
Parliament  had  ado{^  the  measure  whidi 
we  proposed  in  the  last  Searion?  Will 
any  man  tell  me  that  if  wewvne  able  to 
say  toother  countries  **  We  net  oniy  preadi 
freedom  of  oommeroe,  but  practise  it," — ^if 
we  ooold  say— '^wiien  we  tdl  you  that 
restrictions  on  commerce  and  manofaeturea 
are  injurious  to  yourselves,  and  therefiBre 
wish  you  to  get  nd  of  them,  we  are  only 
telling  you  &a  truth,  and  asking  you  to 
do  what  we  outaelvea  have  done?"  W^ 
any  man  tell  me  that  if  we  were  aUe  te 
addram  foreign  natiowi  ia  auch  language, 
our  negotlAtbns  would  not  have  ten  times 
the  effect  that  they  will  now  have  whmi 
the  Government  will  be  repfoadied  by 
France,  by  Portugal,  and  the  other  eooa- 
tries  with  which  we  have  negotiatiooa 
peading,  in  aome  each  terms  as  these :  '^  Yoo 
wish  as  to  revise  oar  tarifis,  hot  we  look 
to  what  fw^  yourselves  doi^you  eet  oa  the 
priaoii^  that  high  protecting  duties  are 
eseeatial  to  the  -proaperity  of  your  doawstio 
iateresta— we  only  aay  ikfi  mme  thing  ia 
regard  to  our  own  osae— do  sot  expect  us 
to  do  what  you  yourselves  refuse  to  da** 
It  is  true,  ^kat  there  has  been  a  acigoCia* 
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tioti  goiDK  ^^  ^^^^  France  iht  a  reduction 
of  the  tarinon  both  sides?  and,  undoubtedly, 
had  that  negotiation  come  to  a  conclusion^ 
if  the  English  Government  had  agreed  to 
any  consideralde  reduction  in  the  duties  on 
brandy >  it  would  have  been  necessary  for 
ny  Tight  hon.  Friend  (the  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Bxchequer)  to  have  made  some  pro- 
viAin  for  the  temporary  diminution  of 
revenue  which  might  have  been  expected 
to  result  therefrom.  But  so  far  from  that 
being  coDstdered  by  the  late  Grovemment, 
as  a  reason-  ibr  po^^poning  till  next  year, 
the  development  of  their  financiai  and 
eoramercial  views,  it  was  on  that  very 
aoooimt  that  the  French  government  were 
tM,  that  as  they  had  not  concluded  the 
Begotiation  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
it  could  not  be  concluded  until  the  begin, 
ning  of  the  next ;  because  it  would  be  in- 
oonvenient  to  make  any  reciprocal  agree- 
aent  for  the  reduction  of  the  duties  be- 
tween the  two  countries  at  a  period  when 
a  considerable  interval  of  time  mnst  neces- 
sarily xotervene  before  the  sanction  of 
Parliament  could  be  procured  for  the  alter- 
ation. Therefore,  I  sat,  that  the  country 
wiH  tiot  consider  satisfactory  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  Grovemtnent  (or  not  being 
aow>  nr  within  a  short  period  from  this 
tiaie,  prepared  to  ftate  fully  and  fairly 
their  views  and  intentions  with  respect  to 
those  great  questions  which  have  agitated 
the  mnd  of  the  public  dmiuff  the  last  few 
months.  And  I  again  say,  ttiat  I  shaH  be 
greatly  mistaken  if  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposne  ilo  not  findt  that  however  backed 
they  m^  be  in  thefar  present  conrse  by  the 
votes  of  a  majority  of  this  ffouae,  they 
win  not  be  backed  by  the  o^nnlons  of  any 
great  ebss  or  interest  of  this  country.  The 
n^^ii  hovu  Baronet  pndes  himself,  and  wttii 
some  reason,  on  ute  choiee  which  he  has 
made  of  a  Lord-Ueutenant  and  Oiief  8e- 
crolaiy  for  Irdand.  My  neUe  r  nend 
(Lord  John  Rntseil},  vrMi  i^e  frankness 
flttd  eaudour  which  ^ns^iigrish  him,  was 
the  first  to  bear  testioKmy  to  the  propriety 
c^  this  selection ;  Jinit  my  noble  Friend  did 
BOt  81^  that  those  appointments  were  a 

rrtntee  to  Ireland  that  its  aflmrs  woold 
admmisterBd  in  ttiat  spirit  which  tne 
wnhes  and  fedlitigs  of  tlie  coontiy  reonure. 
xnt  tight  non.  Baronet,  however,  said  that 
niese  apporatments  we  socii  a  gtrarantee. 
I  liape  they  may  prove  to  be  ao.  As  far 
0ft  rae  appoiu  tmeuts  themjKlves  go,  they 
cflttaxavy  are  an  indication  tm  a  right  teei- 
ii^tsr«m^  Ireland,  i  willmakc^  pn^- 
n«l9tScitions«-T  tm)y  Impa  tliat  the  assure 
I  tf  the  ti^kt  koBt  Baronet  may  torn 


out  to  be  true,  and  that  these  appoint- 
ments may  not  only  be  a  source  of  hope, 
but  a  guarantee  to  Ireland.  I  am  sure  tlie 
riffht  hon.  Baronet  must  feel  that  that 
wTiich  he  stated  two  years  neo  is  not  less 
true  now,  namely,  that  Ireland  is  the  great 
difficulty  of  any  person  taking  office  an^ 
governing  the  country,  tl^roug^  the  party 
ci  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  is  the 
head.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  has  stated, 
that  which,  no  doubt,  b  his  real  sentiment 
and  intention,  that  he  will  not  hold  office 
longer  than  he  is  able  to  act  upon  his  own 
opinions  and  convictions.  Every  pubUc 
man  must  be  desirous  of  power  if  he 
deems  that  he  has  ability  and  strength  to 
wield  it.  For  a  man  who  has  farmed 
strong  and  decided  opinions  upon  public 
affidrs,  there  cannot  be  any  object  of  am. 
bition  more  honourable,  than  the  attain* 
ment  of  a  portion  which  enables  him  to 
carry  into  effect  principles  and  views  which 
he  thinks  will  tend  to  the  honour  and  ad- 
vantage of  his  country,  to  the  promotion 
and  extension  of  civilisation,  and  to  the 
happiness  and  well-beine  of  mankind.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  the  right  hon.  Banniet 
entertains  those  sentiments,  and  everv- 
thing  in  his  past  life  tends  to  confirm  the 
declaration  he  has  made  this  evening ;  but 
I  should  be  aorry  to  consider  the  determi- 
nation expressed  on  his  part  as  any  guar- 
antee to  the  country,  that  his  opinions  wUi 
practically  be  carried  into  effect.  For  when 
I  eontempkte  the  motley  mass  of  opinions 
and  sentiments  prevailing  amongst  the 
great  paity  by  which  he  is  aupportdl— and 
when  we  know  how  widely  the  optnioos  of 
many  of  those  upon  whose  auppcnrt  he  de- 
pends, diffisr  from  those  which  he  himself 
entertains— I  must  say,  that  however  satis- 
factory that  declaration  of  his  may  be,  with 
regard  te  his  own  personal  opinions  and 
intentiotts,  I  fear  it  cannot  be  considered 
by  the  country  as  «ny  guarantee  that  he 
will  be  aUe  to  carry  those  opinions  and 
intentions  into  practical  effect.  That, 
however,  time  alone  can  show.  I  can  only 
repeat,  that  I  think  the  right  he^.  Diouci 
has  not  siven  any  sufficient  or  sati^ttcteiy 
reasons  ror  abstahiing  now  ftom  stating  the 
nature  and  chitracter  ef  the  opinions  wbidi 
he  may  have  formed,  opinions  wneh  a  man 
of  his  knowledge,  his  capacky  and  attes* 
^ott  te  pnblic  snirs,  must  long  sinee  have 
fixed  and  settled  in  his  own  mind.  The 
only  inference  that  the  country  dni  draw 
from  wc  adence  of  the  v3t>vei  iimeiil,  and 
from  the  proipnged  delay  whic4i  is  to  be 
interposed  to  the  progress  cf  puhlic  Vuai- 
iiesi^  18^  that  tne  Cabinet^  cC  whioit  tof 
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right  hon.  Baronet  is  the  head^  is  not  at 
present  an  united  Cabinet — that  as  yet  the 
opinions  of  those  who  compose  it,  and  sup- 
port it,  are  not  in  unison  with  those  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet>  and  therefore,  that  he 
feels  the  delay  that  he  mentions  necessary, 
to  enable  him,  as  he  says  he  will  do^  either 
to  come  before  the  House^  as  the  representa- 
tive of  an  united  OoTernment,  or  to  state  to 
the  country  in  the  other  alternative,  that 
he  is  unable  to  go  on  witU  the  adminis- 
tration of  public  affairs.  If  that  be 
frankly  stated  to  the  country — if  the 
country  be  fairly  given  to  understand  that 
that  is  the  reason  for  the  delay,  namely, 
that  the  Government  are  not  as  yet 
agreed  as  to  the  measures  to  be  pronosed, 
that  upon  the  question  of  corn  and  free 
trade  there  are  divisions  in  the  Cabinet 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  not  yet 
had  time  to  heal — which  he  has  not  yet 
had  the  means  of  reconciling — then,  cer- 
tainly the  good  sense  and  good  feeling  of 
the  country  would  induce  it  to  wait. 
Only  I  would  submit,  that  in  that  case, 
the  result  might  be  ascertained  earlier 
than  in  February  next  |  and  that  in  Oc- 
tober, as  proposed  by  my  noble  Friend. 
The  Cabinet  ought  to  have  settled  what  it 
means  to  do— what  its  own  opinions  are— 
what  it  intends  to  i)ropo8e,  and  what  it  is 
determined  to  resist;  and  there  is,  I 
think,  no  sufficient  reason  for  a  delay  till 
February  ? 

Mr.  VUliers  said,  that  having  had  such 
frequent  occasion  lately  to  hear  of  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  people,  and  knowing  how 
closely  they  connected  their  present  condi* 
tion  with  the  Corn-laws,  he  had  attended 
the  House  that  evening  to  learn  from  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  what  measures  of  relief, 
or  what  amendments  of  those  laws  of 
which  such  high  expectations  had  been 
formed  would  be  announced  by  him;  he 
could  not,  therefore,  suffer  this  opportunity 
to  pass  without  expressing  his  deep  disap- 
pointment which  he  was  convinced  he 
should  share  with  millions  of  his  country- 
men as  to  the  course  now  understood  to  be 
determined  upon  by  the  Government,  and 
he  could  not  help  considering,  that  the 
prorogation  of  Parliament  to  the  distant 
day,  intended  no  less  than  the  reasons  as- 
signed for  it  were  about  as  great  a  mark  of 
contempt  for  the  sufferings,  feelings,  and 
interests  of  the  people  as  he  had  ever  known 
manifested.  Why,  really,  as  an  independ- 
ant  observer  of  what  had  been  passing  dur- 
ing this  year,  he  had  thought  that  the 
whole  year  had  been  spent  in  waiting  for 
the  present  moment,  for  from  the  b%in« 


ing  of  the  year  till  this  time,  every  ob- 
struction has  been  offered  to  public  busi- 
ness, every  measure  has  been  suspended, 
attention  has  been  refused  to  all  but  party 
objects  because  it  was  alleged  the  late  Go- 
yemment  was  not  competent  to  carry  on 
the  business,  and  had  not  the  confidence  of 
the  country.  It  was  said  that  those  who 
now  occupied  their  places  were  the  fit  men 
to  originate  measures  of  relief,  were  the 
only  men  now  capable  of  devising  reme- 
dies for  the  evils  that  existed,  and  that  the 
country  would  continue  depressed  as  long 
as  the  last  Ministry  continued  in  power. 
That  was  said  by  Gentlemen  opposite,  and 
as  the  late  Ministers  had  lost  favour  in  the 
country,  it  was  credited  where  it  was  uttered. 
What,  then,  must  be  the  feeling  of  the 
country  when  every  condition  as  fir  as  the 
change  of  the  Ministry  went  had  been  ful« 
filled,  and  when  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
after  giving  out  that  he  would  express  hia 
opinion  wluit  was  required  for  the  health 
of  the  State,  and  what  was  necessary  to 
meet  its  disorders,  when  he  was  placed  in  a 
responsible  situation,  when  he  held  the 
reigns  of  power,  and  when  he  was  called 
upon  to  act,  instead  of  hearing  of  anything 
to  soothe  the  patient  and  allay  the  grief 
and  sorrow  which  distress  was  occasioning 
throughout  the  country  to  find  that  having 
wasted  six  months  in  placing  him  in  that 
situation  they  must  waste  six  months  more 
in  givinff  him  time  to  express  an  opinion, 
before,  udeed,  he  could  admit  that  there 
was  distress,  or  be  able  to  assign  any  cause 
for  it,  and  this,  too,  when  we  are  at  the 
end  of  the  fourth  year  since  large  masses  of 
the  people  have  been  praying  in  the  most 
respectful  manner,  in  annually  increasing 
numbers,  that  you  will  inquire  into  the 
operation  of  these  laws,  which  they  believe, 
and  have  the  highest  authority  for  believ- 
ing, are  the  cause  of  their  distress,  by  em* 
boirrassing  the  commerce,  diminishing  em. 
ployment,  and  raisine  the  cost  of  food,  and 
after  they  have  appUed  to  this  House  in 
every  form,  soliciting  it  by  every  means  to 
inquire  into  and  to  hear  their  evidence-— 
to  hear  it  publicly  at  the  Bar  of  this  House, 
or  more  privately  in  a  committee,  by  com^ 
mission,  or  in  any  way  that  you  may  think 
it  rieht  to  satisfy  you  of  the  truthand  justice 
of  their  statements  and  the  extent  of  their 
privations,  and  all  of  which  has  been  stead- 
ily and  sternly  refused ;  and  when  at  length 
the  people  had  persuaded  the  last  Govern- 
ment that  the  grievance  was  enormous,  that 
it  was  generally  felt,  and  that  it  could  not 
be  wisely,  justly,  or  honestly  lef^  un- 
heeded, aiid  that  they  proposedy  with  th« 
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ganction  of  a  united  Cabinet,  a  measure 
whichj  though  falling  short  of  complete  jus- 
tice, as  any  measure  must  that  left  a  tax  on 
the  food  of  the  people*  in  order  to  swell 
the  incomes  of  the  rich ;  he  said  when  a 
measure  of  that  kind  was  proposed  which 
met  many  of  the  great  evils  of  the  present 
law,  and  very  generally,  as  a  compromise^ 
was  satisfactory  to  the  commercial  dass. 
Was  there  any  obstruction,  any  opposition 
that  could  be  offered  to  it,  that  was 
Withheld  from  the  Government  in  conse- 
quence of  that  proposition.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  prevented  its  discussion,  and  he, 
in  fiict,  upon  that  measure^  acting  upon  a 
previous  unpopularity  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment, actually  effected  their  removal  from 
office ;  but  they  were  suffered  to  do  so  on 
the  assumption,  which  they  favoured,  that 
they  were  ready  and  more  able  to  under- 
take the  Government  of  the  country,  al- 
lowing their  organs  and  their  followers  to 
encourage  a  belief  among  the  people,  that 
they  would  relieve  their  distress.  With 
what  grace,  then,  he  asked,  did  they  come 
forward,  when  every  man  was  expecting 
to  hear  something  announced,  and  eager 
to  listen  to  any  measure,  knowing  they 
bad  power  to  carry  it,  and  plead  for  further 
time  to  enable  them  to  bring  forward 
measures,  the  nature  of  which  they  had  not 
given  the  most  distant  hint  of.  Had  any 
thing  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
that  evening  to  justify  this  course  ?  What 
had  the  roads  in  Hone  kong,  or  the  expen- 
diture in  New  South  Wales  to  do  with  the 
matter?  He  could  have  fancied  that  many 
of  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  might  have  been  reasons  for  his 
not  being  in  such  haste  to  seize  the  Go- 
vernment, and  that  he  might  have  said 
that,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  public 
business,  or  out  of  consideration  for  the 
distresses  of  the  people,  we  will  not  take 
any  step  that  should  prevent  what  is  es- 
sential to  carry  on  the  Government,  or 
preclude  full  inquiry  into,  and  ample  dis- 
eussion  respecting  the  sufferings  of  the 
people,  or  the  cause  which  had  produced 
them.  The  present  avowed  incapacity,  or 
want  of  information,  under  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  labouring,  mi^ht  as  well 
have  occurred  to  him  last  May,  when  he 
prevented  tha  discussion  of  the  Corn-laws ; 
or  last  June,  when  he  insisted  upm  the 
Parliament  meeting  in  August.  But,  with 
what  grace  could  he  now  postpone  the 
consideration  of  all  the  measures  that 
vitally  affected  the  people  upon  the  ground 
that  he  was  not  prepared,  or  that  he  re- 
quired more  time  to  inform  himself  upon 


them.  What  ground  had  the  people  to  hope 
for  any  thing  ?  What  evidence  had  they  of 
any  good  intention  for  the  future  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  r  What  had  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  lead  them 
to  expect  that  be  would  remedy  their  ills  ? 
True  it  was,  that  equivoi'al  language  had 
been  used— and  that  language  had  been 
used  with  some  ingenuity,  calculated  to 
give  hope  to  both  parties;  but  had  any 
Member  of  the  Government  said  anything 
which  could  be  fixed  upon  as  declaring  a 
determination,  upon  due  deliberation,  to 
act  upon  enlightened  and  intelligent  prin- 
ciples, and  with  the  view  to  justice,  in  the 
framing  of  any  new  measure?  What  more 
was  now  known  of  the  opinions  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  upon  the  vital  ques- 
tion  of  the  Corn-laws,  though  he  had 
reached  that  position  in  which  he  had 
promised  that  he  would  be  prepared  to 
declare  his  opinions?  What  pretext,  he 
asked,  had  he  for  believing  on  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  for  saying,  that  the 
people  might  depend  upon  his  proposing 
better  digested  measures  for  their  relief, 
when  all  that  they  would  know  before 
next  February  was,  that  the  tight  hon. 
Baronet  had  called  to  his  councils  the 
men  who  had  always  been  most  prominent 
in  upholding  monopoly  who  had  been  the 
constant  enemies  of  free  trade,  and  whom 
they  had  no  reason  to  suppose  would  aban- 
don their  opinions.  Where,  then,  were  the 
people  to  gather  hope  from  ?  They  might 
look  to  the  speeches  of  men  who  had  hitely 
been  re-elected,  after  being  nominated  to 
their  new  places,  and  what  would  they 
find  ?  Anything  connected  with  distress  ? 
Any  ingredient  of  the  long- promised  spe- 
cific alluded  to,  or  any  d^nite  cause  as- 
signed for  that  which  was  engrossing  the 
attention  of  such  multitudes  of  people  in 
the  country  ?  No,  they  would  find  nothing 
but  vows  of  vehement  attachment  to  the 
Constitution,  of  love  for  the  State  Church, 
ample  acknowledgment  of  the  favours  they 
had  just  received  from  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury;  but  of  what  would  give  the 
people  hope  or  comfort,  not  a  syllable. 
Why  the  people  were  never  so  disaffected 
to  the  Constitution  as  the  upper  classes 
when  they  were  out  of  power,  and  that  has 
been  shown  during  the  time  that  the  other 
side  had  been  in  opposition,  for  everything 
fatts  been  done  to  lower  or  denrade  the 
Sovereign  in  the  eyes  of  the  people.  [No, 
m,'2  Why  it  is  notorious — he  hoped  it 
would  cease  now,  but  he  referred  to  it  to 
show,  that  even  the  example  of  their 
disaffection    bad^Kju;^  uyCfict  oupon    the 
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Ji%  tor  it  bad  signally  failed,  and 
tie  verily  believed  tbat  from  an  opin- 
ion verv  prevalent,  that  ibe  Sovereign 
did  reaUv  sympathise  with  the  suf- 
ferinet  of  tbe  people,  that  she  was  more 
popuhr  now  than  any  Sovereign  had  been 
for  many  years  past.  Oh  no !  the  people 
of  this  country  do  not  want  to  destroy  the 
constitution,  but  they  want  you  not  to 
pervert  it  for  purposes  to  serve  your  own 
interests,  and  deprive  them  of  the  benefits 
by  it  intended  for  them.  The  institutions 
of  this  country}  that  are  of  any  value,  will 
never  be  in  danger  from  the  people  if  those 
above  them  do  not  set  the  example  of  dis- 
affection, if  they  show  proper  respect  for 
themselves,  and  do  justice  to  the  people. 
The  people  know  as  well  as  those  who  uk 
these  topics,  that  it  is  only  done  to  divert 
attention  from  the  real  questions  before  the 
country,  and  which  affect  them,  and  what 
they  complain  of  is,  tlutt  all  this  talk  about 
preserving  institutions  is  all  foreign  to  the 
question  which  they  are  now  urgently  ask- 
ing, namely,  whether  you  intend  to  miti- 
gate or  abolisli  the  monopolies  by  which 
they  are  so  aggrieved  for  the  purpose 
of  swelling  the  rent  rolls  of  the  land- 
owners. "Hiis  is  the  question  that  they 
ask,  this  is  the  question  that  has  not 
been  answered,  but  this  is  the  question 
that  must  be  satisfied  if  peace  and  con- 
tentment are  to  be  restored  in  this  country. 
And  what  prospect  is  offered  of  that  by  the 
course  tbat  is  now  about  to  be  pursued, 
when  fvery  inquiry  is  refused,  and  every 
oonsidexation  m  public  grievanoe  is  post- 
poned. Why  the  people  have  nothing  left 
but  to  agitate  and  agitate,  till  they  makt 
you  so  uneasy  that  you  must  give  them 
some  attention,  and  they  must  resort  to 
means  which  really  defeats  the  object  of 
representative  Governments,  for  it  causes 
measures  to  be  carried  out  of  this  House 
before  they  are  carried  in  it,  and  this  1  ex* 
pect  will  be  the  case  with  this  great  ques* 
tion  of  the  Corn-law,  and  that  it  will  snare 

^  fate  of  so  many  other  great  questions 

which  hav»  been  extorted  from  the  upper 
claracs,  tlirough  fear,  and  not  from  reason 
or  justice.  This  is  the  ks&on  the  conduct 
of  the  Mpper  classes  has  always  taught  the 
people,  and  surely  it  is  worth  considering 
whether,  in  the  present  state  of  the  country, 
it  is  wise  or  rignt  to  drive  the  people  into 
this  cQursci  for  driving  them  it  is,  and  no 
complaint  can  be  made  with  Justice  of  their 
large  smd  irregular  assemblies,  where  they 
can  tell  you  tliat  you  have  refused  to  dis- 
cuss or  listen  to  what  affects  their  interests 
in  this  House,  and  that  they  are  not  re- 


presented. They  know  well  enough,  tbat  if 
they  do  not  agitate,  you  will  say  they  do 
not  care  for  the  subject,  though  they  will 
probably  hear  in  February  that  you  will  do 
nothing  for  them  because  you  cannot  yield 
to  clamour.  This,  however,  wiU  aUtend 
to  diminish  that  number,  now  small  and 
becoming  less  in  this  country,  who  expei*t 
that  this  House  will  ever  earn  the  love  or 
respect  of  the  people,  and  will  add  to  that 
much  larger  party  who  affirm  that  no  jus- 
tice will  be  done  to  the  people,  or  attention 
given  to  the  general  interests,  till  the  repre- 
sentation is  placed  upon  some  wider  basis 
than  it  is  at  present.  It  was  difficult,  indeed, 
to  imagine  any  thing  more  likely  to  confirm 
number's  in  that  view  than  tbe  contemptu- 
ous utter  disregard  of  their  interests  con- 
templated by  this  prorogation.  I  do,  then, 
regret  this  course,  and  I  must,  on  behalf 
of  those  whom  I  have  represented  in  bring- 
ing the  Corn-laws  so  frequently  before  the 
House,  condemn  it  in  the  strongest  man* 
ncr.  I  consider  that  no  valid  reason  haa 
been  assigned  for  it ;  and  that  a  postponC"> 
ment  of  public  duty  to  the  personal  couve* 
nience  of  Members  is  an  insult  to  a  popu- 
lation^  many  of  whom  are  stai*ving,  many 
in  the  lowest  state  of  distress,  and  all  den 
siring  that  they  may  at  least  have  the 
consolation  of  having  their  case  deliberately 
considered,  believing  themselves,  and  being 
able  to  refer  to  the  greatest  authorities  for 
believing,  that  there  is  a  close  oonnectioa 
between  their  suSeriog  and  the  Qperation 
of  the  Corn-laws.  He  felt,  indeed,  so 
strongly  the  impropriety  of  this  proicaatioa 
in  the  present  statq  of  the  countrv,  that  as 
no  opportunity  was  to  be  affcu^ed  for  a 
vote,  he  thought;  he  should  have  n^lected 
his  duty  to  his  oonstituents  had  he  not 
expressed  his  opinion  thus  strongly  upon  it. 
Mr.  Brdherton,  as  the  representative  of 
a  constituency  deeply  interested  in  this 
question,  could  not  abstain  from  offering  a 
few  words  expressive  of  his  feeling  upon  the 
subject.  It  must  be  admitted,  that  great 
distress  had  existed  for  the  last  four  yearsj 
and  he  was  enabled  to  state  that  distrera, 
so  far  from  diminishing,  was  daily  in- 
creasing. This  led  him  to  feel,  that  great 
responsibility  attached  somewhere,  and 
thai  somethioff  ought  at  once  to  be  dune 
to  afford  relief  Yesterday  there  had  been 
a  very  large  meeting  in  the  town  of  xttan- 
chester,  to  address  her  Majesty,  and  pray- 
ing her  Msnesty  not  to  prorogue  Parlia- 
ment until  there  should  be  some  discussion 
upon  those  questions,  that  related  to  the 
trade  of  the  country,  and  more  especially 
to  the  provision  lai^»r.c.ut|e,Miexed,  that 
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thai  mteilug,  which  was  quite  unanimous, 
was  as  large  a  one  as  erer  was  held  in  the 
town-ball  of  Manchester.  It  was  com- 
posed of  merchants,  manufacturers,  and 
operatives  all  of  whom  were  agreed,  that 
something  must  be  done  to  relieve  the 
trade  of  this  country.  He  believed,  that 
the  people  were  beginning  to  understand 
the  Cttuses  of  their  distress ;  at  any  rate, 
they  were  strongly  impressed  with  the 
belief,  that  a  great  cause  of  the  manufac- 
turing distress  arose  from  the  Corn -laws ; 
nod  he  (Mr.  Brotherton)  trusted,  that 
something  would  soon  be  done  by  the 
House  to  alter  those  laws.  It  was  now 
seen,  that  the  distress  was  not  merely  con- 
fined to  the  working  classes.  It  was  makin<^ 
great  inroads  amongst  the  middle  and 
higher  classes.  Merchants  and  manufac- 
turers were  daily  becoming  insolvent. 
Hundreds  and  thousands  of  persons 
were  out  of  employment.  In  the  borough 
he  bad  the  honour  of  representing, 
eleven  out  of  every  100  cottages  were 
untenanted,  many  of  the  mills  were  stop- 
ped, or  working  short  time.  This,  too, 
was  but  the  common  case  of  the  manu- 
facturing districts.  In  1836,  all  these 
houses*  were  occupied,  now  there  were 
1,500  untenanted.  In  every  direction 
crime  and  disease,  the  natural  conse- 
quences of  extreme  want,  were  rapidly  in- 
creasing. In  1836,  the  number  of  pri- 
soners tried  at  the  New  Bniley,  was 
I08I,  but  in  1840,  1664.  From  the 
reports  ei  the  dispensaries,  It  appeared, 
that  disease  had  increased  to  an  im- 
mense extent*  He  had  letters  from  phy- 
sicians and  others,  which  declared,  that 
much  of  the  disease  amongst  the  labouring 
classes  arose  from  the  want  of  sufficient 
food.  This  being  the  present  state  of  the 
population  in  the  manufacturing  districts, 
lie(Mr.  Brotherton)  would  call  upon  the 
Government  to  consider  what  an  awfiil 
responsibility  would  attach  to  them  -if 
they  alhnved  tlie  present  sitting  of  Parlia. 
nent  to  pass  over  without  some  intimation 
of  the  course  they  intended  to  pumue.  He 
agreed,  that  time  should  be  given  for  the 
due  oonstderatioo  of  many  of  the  measures 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  might  have 
to  proposer- those  measures,  for  instance 
wluch  related  to  finance;  but  with  regard 
to  the  Corn-laws,  not  a  moment  should  be 
lost  in  declariiig  what  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  might  be.  It  was  nothing  to 
him  (Mr.  brotherton)  what  particular 
party  might  be  in  power.  He  expected 
nothing  from  any  party.     His  principle 


and  declaration  would  always  be, ''  perish 
party,  but  give  the  people  bread."  All 
that  he  wanted  was  good  measures, 
and  he  would  support  any  men  who 
would  give  them  to  the  country.  He 
believed  the  present  Corn-laws  to  be  un- 
just, inhuman,  and  impolitic,  and  that 
they  could  not  be  supported  by  any  man 
who  acted  upon  the  principles  of  justice. 
He  was  well  aware  that  no  argument 
in  that  House  was  so  strong  as  the 
argument  of  a  majority  of  votes,  and 
that  nothing  lie  could  say  would  have 
much  weight  when  the  opinions  of  a 
known  majority  were  against  it.  Still  for 
that  he  did  nut  care.  He  stated  what  he 
believed  to  be  the  truth,  leaving  the  re- 
sponsibility upon  those  to  whom  it  be- 
longed. He  dcepFv  regretted,  that  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  not  thought  fit  to 
give  any  intimation  of  his  intention  as  to 
the  Corn-laws ;  and  this  he  would  tell  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  that  no  system  of 
policy  would  long  endure,  founded  upon 
those  laws.  He  confessed  he  saw  not  any 
reason  or  right  whatever  fi)r  any  tax  at  all 
upon  bread ;  and  he  denied  the  title  of  the 
landlords  to  any  such  impost.  It  was 
not  generally  considered,  as  it  ought  to  be, 
that  whether  a  tax  went  into  the  Exdie. 
queror  not,  it  mattered  little  to  the  people 
if  they  had  to  pay  it.  Com  could  not  be 
admitted  into  this  country  till  it  reached 
a  famine  price  here ;  but  if  corn  were  let 
in  at  a  reasonable  rate  constantly,  it  would 
never  rise  at  home  to  this  famine  price,  all 
the  world  being  open  for  inportatioo.  Why 
should  not  Parliament  permit  the  people 
of  this  country  to  exchange  their  commo- 
dities freely  for  those  of  other  nations  ? 
Then  the  Legislature  would  not  be  charge- 
able, as  at  present,  with  the  injurious 
fluctuations  that  constantly  arose  in  prices. 
His  belief  was,  that  there  was  already  in 
the  couutrv  a  firm  resolution  for  a  chauffe  in 
the  Corn-laws ;  and  it  was  in  the  highest 
degree  unwise  in  the  Government  to 
withhold  their  opinion  of  what  that  change 
should  be. 

Mr.  Ward  hod  no  wish  to  lengthen  a 
discussion  which  seemed  to  be  confined 
entirely  to  one  side  of  the  House,  but  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  sayine»  that  after  the 
communication  which  had  been  made  on 
that  and  the  previous  evening,  he  thought 
the  sooner  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
were  brought  to  a  close  the  better.  Upon 
a  former  occasion,  he  had  told  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  that  he  was  one  of  those 
who  considered,  that  having  won  his  way 
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to  power  fairly,  be  was  entitled  on  the 
part  of  80  bumble  an  individual  as  be 
was,  to  a  very  respectful  consideration  of 
toy  measure  he  might  bring  forward.  He 
thought,  that  he  had  stronger  ground  on 
that  account  to  express  the  deep  regret 
he  felt  that  the  right  hon.  Bdronet  did 
not  afibnl  him  an  opportunity  of  giving 
that  respectful  attention  to  any  mensures 
whatever.  At  the  late  general  election, 
the  constituencies  were  told,  that  the 
battle  against  the  Whig  Government  was 
fought  on  well  defined  principles  by  the 
Conservative  party,  and  that  on  the  meet- 
ing of  the  new  Parliament  the  country 
would  be  (old  what  those  principles  were. 
He,  therefore,  had  been  looking  to  this 
period,  not,  indeed,  for  an  explanation  in 
detail  of  the  financial  measures  which  the 
new  Government  might  deem  it  proper  to 
propose,  but  at  least,  for  some  explanation 
as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  reference 
to  a  question  to  which  the  attention  of 
the  labouring  classes  in  the  great  manu- 
facturing districts  was  solely  turned,  and 
upon  which,  in  fact,  any  future  system  of 
finance  that  may  be  adopted  must  necessa- 
rily hinge.  As  it  was,  however,  the  country 
had  only  one  act  of  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net to  consider  for  the  next  five  months, 
end  that  was  not  the  question,  of  how  the 
people  were  to  be  supplied  with  food,  but 
who  the  Gentlemen  were  whom  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  been  pleased  to  asso- 
ciate with  himself  in  the  Government  of 
the  country.  And  this  certainly  was  not 
calculated  to  inspire  any  confidence  of 
coming  to  a  satisfactory  arrangement  upon 
the  question  of  the  Corn-laws  at  any 
future  lime.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  told 
the  House  in  the  most  honourable  spirit, 
that  he  would  not  condescend  to  be  the 
instrument  of  working  out  the  ideas  of 
other  people  on  this  question,  but  that  he 
hoped  next  year  to  come  forward  as  the 
_orgao-of  a  united  Cabinet,  and  to  propose 
an  alteration  of  the  Corn -laws  in  which 
all  his  Colleagues  should  be  agreed. 
Judging  from  the  persons  in  the  Cabinet 
opposed  to  any  alteration  of  the  Corn- 
liiws — when  they  saw  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham and  the  hon.  Member  for  Kent 
(Sir  £.  KnatchbuU),  who  was  opposed 
even  to  allowing  foreign  corn  to  be  ground 
in  bond — when  they  saw  these  individuals 
in  the  Cabinet,  he  could  not  conceive  how 
any  one  could  expect  great  concessions 
on  the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws ;  nor 
could  he  draw  any  inference  favourable  to 


an  alteration  of  the  present  system  from  a 
speech  which  had  been  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  recently  appointed  to  the  ofllice 
of  Vice-president  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 
He  feared  the  effect  of  another  winter, 
inasmuch  as  a  great  portion  of  the  distress 
which  existed  would  undoubtedly  be  attri- 
buted to  the  operation  of  those  laws* 
That  distress  had  not  been  exaggerated 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Salford.  He  had 
on  a  former  occasion  mentioned  the  cir- 
cumstance of  there  being  in  Sheffield 
2,000  houses  unoccupied,  and  he  thought 
at  the  time,  that  it  was  just  possible  some 
hon.  Members  might  imagine  he  had  over- 
stated the  number.  He  had,  however, 
received  a  letter  two  days  ago,  in  which 
he  was  informed,  that  according  to  the 
abstract  of  the  late  census,  no  fewer  than 
3,223  houses  were  untenanted  in  Sheffield. 
He  feared,  that  it  would  afford  but  little 
consolation  to  the  country  to  know,  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  meant  to  delay 
producing  his  measures  until  he  could  do 
so  with  an  united  Cabinet. 

An  hon.  Member  on  the  Ministerial  side 
said,  that  as  a  new  Member  he  could  not 
conceal  his  astonishment,  that  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite,  thinking  as  they  thought, 
speaking  as  they  spoke,  and  acting  as 
they  acted,  did  not  intend  to  press  this 
discussion  to  a  division.  They  might,  no 
doubt,  be  in  a  minority,  but  that  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  let  the  coun- 
trv  know  their  opinions  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  voted.  If  they  did  not  do  so 
this  way,  there  were  no  other  means  of 
accomplishing  it  but  by  every  Gentleman 
opposite  stating  his  opinions,  which,  hea- 
ven forbid  be  should  be  called  on  to  do. 
He  would  not  prolong  the  discussion. 
He  had  just  come  from  his  constituents, 
and  he  would  go  back  to  them  perfectly 
contented,  because  he  knew^  and  tl^ey 
knew,  that  the  Government  was  in  the 
hands  of  persons  in  whom  they  could 
place  confidence,  who,  he  trusted,  would 
take  time  to  consider  the  measures  which 
they  meant  to  bring  forward  and  to  carry. 

Mr.  Cohden  said,  he  was  not  astonished 
at  the  hon.  Member  who  had  just  sat 
down  expressing  his  wish  for  a  division. 
Divide  was  still  the  cry,  they  still  had  a 
majority  of  ninety-one.  They  had  brought 
forward  no  argument — had  not  made  use 
of  a  single  reason.  They  had  not  appealed 
to  any  principle,  but  the  cry  was,  '*  Let 
us  divide."  He  warned  hon.  Members 
from  setting  a  bad  example  to  the  coao- 
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try*  Tbey  liad  heard  a  great  deal  of  ar- 
gument against  brute  force — against  phy- 
aicai  force,  and  a  numerical  ascendancy  ; 
but  the  appeal  made  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down  was  not  any 
better  than  an  appeal  to  numbers.  He 
did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  replying  to 
that  hon.  Gentleman,  but  to  add  his  tes- 
timony to  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Salford,  because  he  thought  it  due  to  the 
Goyernment  and  to  the  House,  that  they 
abonld  be  told  of  the  distress,  and  of  the 
all-important  question  which  they  were 
setting  aside  on  the  present  occasion.  He 
would  not  have  the  House  believe,  that 
the  excitement  in  the  north  of  England 
on  this  sulject  had  been  produced  by  the 
efforts  of  a  few  interested  individuals.  He 
believed  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
were  unconscious  of  the  state  of  public 
opinion  on  this  question,  and  he  was  the 
less  disposed  to  doubt  this  when  he  saw 
it  admitted  on  all  sides,  and  admitted  in 
the  morning  organ  of  the  party  opposite 
this  very  day,  that  the  late  elections  had 
not  been  so  much  a  triumph  of  public 
opinion  as  a  victory  of  the  purse.  [Oh,  oh  /] 
He  only  stated  what  the  great  organ  of 
Gentlemen  opposite  admitt^,  and  if  hon. 
Members  were  sitting  there  merely  from 
the  strength  of  their  pockets,  and  not 
from  public  opinion,  then  there  were  good 
iprounds  for  supposing,  that  they  were 
Ignorant  of  the  real  state  of  the  feelings 
of  the  country  on  this  question.  Why 
had  bribery  been  resorted  to — why  had 
hon.  Members  gone  to  boroughs  with 
their  constituents  in  their  pockets?  If 
public  opinion  had  been  in  their  favour,  if 
they  could  have  been  returned  on  princi- 
ple, where  was  the  use  of  bribery?  It  was 
because  they  had  been  elected  and  re- 
turned by  bribery  alone  that  he  thought 
himself  justified  m  saying,  that  they  were 
profoundly  ignorant  of  the  condition  of 
the  country.  He  had  come  there  to  state 
his  opinion  of  the  distress  in  the  district 
from  which  he  came,  and  he  thought  it 
his  duty  to  bear  testimony  on  this  head, 
and  to  tell  the  House,  that  if  they  ad- 
journed, or  were  prorogued,  without  giv- 
ing the  Corn-laws  their  consideration,  the 
responsibility  would  not  rest  with  those 
representatives,  the  real  and  not  purchased 
representatives  of  those  districts  in  which 
the  greatest  distress  prevailed.  They  had 
heard  of  the  distress  that  existed  in  Sal- 
ford.  There  were  other  boroughs  in  which 
the  distress  was  equally  great.  In  the 
yOL.LIX.    {2£!} 


borough  of  Stockport,  which  he  repre- 
sented, the  distress  was  fearful ;  one  out 
of  every  five  houses  in  Stockport  was  un- 
tenanted, half  of  those  occupied  were  not 
paying  rent ;  nearly  half  of  the  manufac- 
turers mills  were  closed,  and  thousands  of 
working  people,  who,  to  other  countries 
would  be  a  valuable  possession,  were  wan- 
dering about  the  streets  seeking  employ- 
menty  but  unable  to  find  it.  Yet,  in  the 
face  of  such  facts,  were  they  to  wait  five 
months  for  measures  of  relief?  God 
knew  whether  or  not  he  (Mr.  Cobden) 
should  have  constituents  in  five  months. 
If  emigration  went  on  for  the  next  six 
months  as  it  had  done  for  the  last  twelve 
months,  he  feared  he  should  find  very  few 
of  his  constituents  left.  If,  however,  they 
were  to  have  the  discussion  adjourned  for 
six  months,  he  beg:ged  leave  to  place  the 
responsibility,  and  the  particular  conse- 
quences to  the  labouring  population 
which  would  flow  from  such  a  course,  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite.  They  had  fraternised  with 
the  Chartists  to  some  purpose  during  the 
last  twelve  months.  A  coalition  had  takea 
place  between  them,  which  he  believed 
was  now  about  to  be  dissolved ;  but  let 
them  beware,  when  going  back  to  a  people 
deprived  of  work,  discontented  and  dis^ 
satisfied,  that  the  cause  of  the  delay  was 
placed  on  the  right  shoulders.  It  was 
right  that  the  working  classes  should  know 
that  they  had  six  months  of  privatioa 
and  suffering  before  them,  merely  because 
certain  hon.  Members  were  desirous  not  to 
miss  the  pleasures  of  shooting.  He  told  the 
House,  that  the  distress  of  the  operatives 
arose  in  a  great  measure  from  the  policy 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  They  were 
the  cause  why  the  operatives  of  this  coun- 
try had  reduced  wages  and  diminished 
rations.  It  was  right  that  the  labouring 
man  should  know  who  robbed  him.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  ought  not  to  imagine  that  the 
manufacturers  of  Lancashire  sought  to 
diminish  the  wages  of  the  working  classes. 
He  said  solemnly  that  no  greater  calamity 
could  befal  the  manufacturers  of  Lanca- 
shire than  to  be  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
reducing  wages.  He  hoped  the  capital- 
ists in  Lancashire  were  sufficiently  enlight- 
ened as  to  their  own  interests,  to  know 
that  the  worst  thing  for  them  would  be 
to  have  a  badly  remunerated  working  po- 
pulation; for,  as  Burke  said,  "We  are 
all  the  pensioners  of  the  working  classes" 
they  are  our  gr^«8luQ.9&&^Q^^^^I^  ^^^ 
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greatest  customers,  and  self-interest  alone 
would  prompt  us  to  maintain  the  rate  of 
wages.  He  would  venture  to  say,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  capitalists 
in  the  north  of  England  had  carried  on 
their  trade  at  a  positive  loss.  He  ventured 
to  say  that,  durisg  the  last  five  years,  the 
fixed  capital  of  Lancashire  had  been  de» 
preciated  fully  fifty  per  cent.  He  chal- 
lenged contradiction  when  he  asserted 
that,  during  the  last  three  years,  the  Boat- 
ing capital  of  these  capitalists  had  t>een 
depreciated  in  consequence  of  its  having 
gone  to  pay  the  very  labourers,  who,  by 
shoit  work  and  occasional  cessation  of 
employment,  had  still  been  kept  employed 
at  the  same  nominal  rate  of  wages  as  be- 
fore. .  This  had  been  done,  too,  by  drain- 
ing the  trades  unions  of  their  funds.  In 
some  towns  more  had  been  paid  out  of 
the  trades'  unions  in  support  of  unem- 
ployed operatives,  than  what  was  contri- 
buted by  the  poor-rates  for  support  of  the 
paupers.  But  the  time  had  now  come 
when  the  funds  of  the  trades  unions  were 
exhausted,  and  he  was  sorry  to  see  by  the 
Gazette  that  the  floating  capital  of  the 
manufacturer  was  also  exhausted.  What 
were  the  consequences  ?  In  the  unfortu* 
nate  borough  which  he  represented  they 
were  threatened  with  a  collision  between 
the  masters  and  the  operatives,  the  opera- 
tives resisting  a  reduction  of  their  wages, 
which  had  been  nominally  kept  up,  but 
which  would  now  be  permanently  reduced 
by  20  or  30  per  cent.  The  strife  once 
begun,  it  would  speedily  spread  over  the 
whole  of  Lancashire.  In  such  a  state  of 
things,  and  when  be  came  to  tell  the 
House  of  the  destitute  state  of  the  work- 
ing-classes, was  he  to  be  told  by  Gentle- 
men opposite  that  if  the  operatives  were 
not  employed  they  ou^ht  to  be  sent  to  the 
workhouse  ?  He  thought  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  liie  Member  for  Tamworth  had, 
in  a  recent  debate,  in  reference  to  a  most 
distressing  case,  expressed  himself  to  that 
effect  [Sir  R.  Peel:  No,  no].  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  said  on  that  occasion  that 
the  parish  authorities  had  surely  neglected 
their  duty.  But,  as  representing  the 
working  men  of  Stockport,  he  told  the 
House  that  they  would  not  be  made  pau- 
pers— they  abhorred  and  would  resist  the 
law  which  would  grind  them  down  to  the 
ranks  of  pauperism.  If  they  failed  in 
this,  they  would  take  the  next  step  open 
to  them,  and  submit  to  the  secondary 
ponishment  of  the  penal  code,  by  which 


they  might  be  transported  to  a  country 
where  landlords  were  not  monopolists, 
and  where  the  working  man  would  not  be 
told  that  he  must  become  a  pauper  when 
he  was  unable  to  support  himself.  No 
argument  had  been  brought  forward  that 
evening — no  statement  had  been  made  in 
the  least  degree  consolatory  to  the  starving 
population  of  this  country.  He  had 
heard  a  good  deal  of  humerous  bantering, 
occasional  sallies  of  mirth,  but  nothing 
had  been  said  to  alleviate  the  fears  of  the 
manufacturing  and  commercial  world.  He 
believed  they  were  not  aware  of  the  state 
of  society  for  which  they  pretended  to 
legislate.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Tamworth  began  his  speech 
by  saying  that  he  was  not  inclined  to  have 
a  party  contest  on  the  present  occasion ; 
but  it  was  in  fact  a  controversy,  and  one 
in  which  the  real  question  at  issue  had 
been  overlooked.  He  protested  against 
the  House  of  Commons  being  made  a 
mere  debating  club  [Hear^  hear).  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  should  recollect  that 
he  was  tolerably  well  seasoned  in  phy- 
sical force,  and  not  easily  to  be  put 
down.  He  was  about  to  tell  them  that 
he  protested  against  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  considering  that  they  were  sent 
to  the  House  of  Commons  to  listen  to  the 
controversies  between  him  and  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  London.  He  was 
not  there  to  listen  to  party  controversies, 
but  he  came  to  consider  the  interests  of 
the  people  at  large.  When  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  began,  by  saying  that  he  did  not 
enter  on  the  discussion  on  party  principles, 
he  expected  to  hear  some  argument  to 
justify  the  delay  which  he  asked.  But  no« 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  that  he  wished 
to  have  time.  For  what  ?  In  order,  it  seems, 
to  consult  those  functionaries  of  his  Go- 
vernment who  may  have  important  com- 
munications to  make  on  the  subject.  Had 
not  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  oppor- 
tunity of  reading  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  Import-duties  Committee?  Did  he 
not  see  there  not  only  the  evidence  of  the 
public  functionaries  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
but  also  the  evidence  of  a  Gentleman  not 
now  in  the  service  of  the  Government,  for 
he  had  retired  full  of  honours ;  he  alluded 
to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Deacon  Hume.  In 
that  report  the  right  hon.  Baronet  might 
consult  the  evidence  given  by  Messrs.  D. 
Hume,  Porter,  and  Macgregor,  on  the 
operation  of  the  Corn-laws.  The  country 
had  read  that  report;  it^had  been   re* 
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prioted  In  America,  and  read  in  almost 
every  log-hut«  yet  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
said  he  must  have  an  opportunity  of  con- 
sulting the  functionaries  of  Government 
for  evidence  on  the  qaestion.  Was  that 
the  reason  why  the  subject  was  to  be 
deferred  for  eight  months  ?  Another  ar- 
gumenty  which  he  was  almost  ashamed  to 
call  an  argument,  had  been  used  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  when,  in  addressing 
the  late  Ministers,  he  said,  *'  You  put  off 
your  measure  for  five  years,  and  did  not 
introduce  it  until  May  last/'  But  what 
did  this  prove  ?  Nothing.  Yet  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  about  to  do  the  same 
thing,  and  indefinitely  to  postpone,  his 
measure.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  made 
another  attempt  at  an  argument.  He  asked 
the  late  Ministers,  '*  Do  you  stick  to  a 
fixed  duty  of  8^.  ?"  This  was  not  the 
way  to  govern  with  satisfaction  to  the 
country.  Yet  this  was  the  way  in  which 
the  Prime  Minister  treated  an  important 
question  in  which  the  happiness  of  the 
suffering  and  starving  millions  depended. 
He  treated  it  by  tauntingly  asking  the 
late  Ministers  whether  they  still  adhered 
to  the  principle  of  a  fixed  duty  of  8s.  He 
protested  against  the  consideration  of  the 
qnestion  of  the  Corn*  laws  being  deferred 
on  any  of  the  grounds  alleged  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite.  The  whole  re- 
sponsibility of  doing  so  in  the  face  of  such 
a  winter  as  they  anticipated,  must  rest 
entirely  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He 
had,  within  the  last  fourteen  days,  been 
informed  by  a  gentleman  of  Manchester, 
well  entitled  to  credence,  that  there  were 
great  apprehensions  entertained  for  the 
peace  of  Manchester  during  the  ensuing 
winter.  The  working  man  might  suffer 
without  complaint,  but  as  Englishmen, 
they  would  not  sit  quiet  and  see  their 
children  starving  around  them.  He  knew 
a  borongh  in  which  there  was  great  difii- 
culty  in  finding  a  mayor,  the  person  on 
whom  the  inhabitants  fixed,  shrinking 
from  the  office,  fearful  that  there  would 
be  convulsions  next  winter.  He  stated 
the  fact.  Gentlemen  opposite  might  smile, 
but  it  was  a  fact,  nevertheless.  He  would 
tell  them  more.  Those  persons  on  whom 
the  Government  had  hitherto  relied  to 
keep  the  peace  in  the  manufacturing  dts- 
tricU  had  now  little  motive  left  to  keep 
the  peace.  Their  fortunes  have  been  im- 
paired—the capitalists  have  been  ruined. 
He  might  be  told  that  bayonets  would  be 
employed  to  keep  the  peace,  but  they 


could  not  do  this,  unless  they  carried 
bread  with  the  bayonets.  He  warned 
them  that  the  times  were  perilous.  They 
all  knew  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  Corn*law  was  passed.  It  was  passed 
when  the  House  of  Commons  was  sur« 
rounded  with  military,  and  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  [iVb,  no].  He  said  the  Corn- 
law  of  1815  was  so  passed.-  Was  that  a 
fit  example  for  a  constitutional  country  to 
exhibit?  It  was  a  law  that  had  been 
baptized  in  blood,  begotten  in  violence 
and  injustice,  perpetuated  at  the  expense 
of  the  tears  and  groans  of  the  people,  and 
he  prayed  to  God  that  it  might  not  end  in 
violence,  which  their  conduct  in  refusing 
to  discuss  it  had,  without  doubt,  a  teii« 
dency  to  provoke. 

Viscount  Sandon  thought  that  a  sense 
of  prudence,  if  not  of  decency,  might  have 
restrained  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down  from  alluding  to  the  Mem- 
bers of  that  side  of  the  House  (the  Mi- 
nisterial) as  having  been  returned  by  means 
of  bribery,  and  not  on  the  ground  of  pub- 
lic opinion.  He  believed  that  the  electors 
of  the  Members  on  that  side  of  the  House 
had  been  remarkable  for  their  purity. 
Whether  he  looked  to  the  great  towns  or 
to  the  great  counties  which  they  repre- 
sented, he  felt  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  stated.  Neither  London  nor 
Liverpool,  nor  any  of  the  great  towns  in 
Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  or  Middlesex,  had 
been  carried  by  corruption.  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  but  cast  a  glance  at  Brid- 
port,  Shrewsbury,  and  Nottingham,  and  a 
hundred  other  places,  he  might  from  a  sense 
of  prudence,  have  refrained  from  casting 
reflections  on  those  who  were  opposed  to 
him.  The  hon.  Gentleman  said,  he  was 
anxious  to  discharge  himself  of  the  awful 
and  responsible  dut^  which  he  imagined  to 
hang  on  him  relative  to  the  condition  of 
the  manufacturing  districts.  The  hon. 
Gentleman,  it  seemed,  felt  alarmed  at  the 
storm  he  had  raised,  and  was  anxious  to  re- 
lieve himself  of  the  blame  of  the  mischief 
which  he  had  largely  contributed  to  create, 
and  to  throw  it  on  the  Ministry,  because 
they  were  not  prepared  at  present  to  con- 
sent to  a  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws.  He 
feared  that  the  people  of  this  country  would 
soon  find  that  they  had  been  under  the 
guidance  of  those  better  fitted  to  mislead 
than  to  instruct  them.  What  had  the 
hon.  Gentleman  told  the  House  P  He  said 
that  the  Corn-laws  had  been  carried  by 
bloodshed,  and  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet^ 
and  only  reluctantly  mmitted  that  he  did 
(J  2  y        y  (3 
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not  tpeak  of  the  present  Corn-kir,  or  of  the 
one  hefore  it  \  but  of  the  Cora-law  of  1815, 
tinder  which  there  was  an  abeolute  probi- 
Ution  against  the  importation  of  wheat  till 
the  home  price  rose  to  80#.  He  would  not 
enter  into  the  merits  of  the  nresent  Corn- 
law  \  for  the  hon.  Member  nimself  must 
be  aware  uf  tlie  rate  of  duty  at  which  corn 
is  admitted  by  the  present  law,  and  at 
what  a  rate  it  was  admitted  under  the 
former  law.  There  had  been  a  greater  in- 
crease in  the  importation  from  foreign 
countries  under  the  present  than  there 
ever  had  been  under  any  former  law.  He 
was  not  more  insensible  to  the  hardships 
of  the  manufacturing  classes  than  the  hon. 
Gentleman  was,  who  seemed  in  himself  to 
monopolise  all  the  humanity  of  the  House. 
There  was  as  much  humanity  on  that  (the 
Ministerial)  side  of  the  House  towards  the 
workinff  classes,  as  was  felt  for  them  by 
the  mill-owners  of  Lancashire.  The  pre« 
sent  agitation  was  a  vain  attempt  of  the 
mill- owners  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
people  from  the  grievances  which  their  own 
practices  had  brought  upon  them.  It  was 
not  ^r  in  them  to  lay  exclusive  claim  to 
motives  of  humanity*  and  to  stigmatise  all 
others  as  devoid  of  such  feelings,  merely 
because  tbejr  differed  from  them  on  a  ques- 
tion of  political  economy,  on  which  able 
men  of  both  sides  had  held  difierent  opi- 
nions. If  Ministers  had  come  down,  as 
Gentlemen  opposite  had  done,  with  some 
nostrum  of  their  own,  with  a  remedy  that 
would  at  once  relieve  the  distress  under 
which  the  manufocturing  interests  were 
undoubtedly  labouring,  then  they  mieht 
have  been  culpable  if  they  had  delayed  to 
produce  or  to  proceed  with  it,  but  it  was 
well  known  and  not  disguised,  that  the  pre- 
sent Ministnr  did  not  attribute  the  present 
distress  to  the  existence  of  the  Corn-laws, 
and  that  no  measure  which  they  might 
produce  to  the  House  would  be  brought 
forward  founded  on  the  distress  which  at 
present  existed.  Tlie  Manchester  Chamber 
of  Commerce  did  not  at  first  attribute 
the  distress  to  the  Corn-laws,  but  to  the 
operation  of  the  Bank  of  England  and  the 
joint-stock  banks.  If  they  asked  any 
Lancashire  manufacturer  his  opinion  in 
private  of  the  cause  of  the  distressed  state 
of  trade,  he  would  tell  them  that  it  was 
not  owing  to  the  Corn-laws,  but  to  the 
fact  of  its  having  been  carried  beyond  its 
bounds  at  a  time  when  it  was  stimulated 
by  a  capital  artificially  applied,  and  that 
tbey  were  now  suffering  fxom  the  effects  of 
this  over-trading.    These  were  the  causes 
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which  the  manufocturers  stated  In  private, 
while  in  public  they  harangued  the  muhi« 
tude,  and  talked  of  bloodshed,  bayonets, 
and  exclusive  humanity.  He  should  like 
to  hear  some  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  get 
up  and  plainly  tell  them  whether,  if  Mt« 
nisters  nad  carried  their  proposition  for  v 
fixed  duty  of  8«.  three  months  ago,  the 
distress  would  have  been  sensibly  dim!-* 
nished.  Whether  the  price  of  bread  would 
have  been  lowered  in  consequence  be  did 
not  know,  but  he  thought  that  they  would 
hardly  contend  that  the  state  of  their  eom« 
merce  and  manufacturing  industry  would 
have  been  different  from  what  it  is  at  pre* 
sent  He  had  thought  it  was  his  duty  to 
state  what  he  had  done,  in  consequence  of 
the  taunts  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stock, 
port,  from  which  it  would  appear  to  be  im« 
plied  tJiat  all  those  on  his  side  of  the 
House  were  representatives  of  Sudburies 
or  Bridports.  He  repeated  that  he  did 
not  attribute  the  present  distress  to  the 
Corn-laws,  and  therefore  it  was,  he  be- 
lieved that  no  alteration  in  those  laws 
could  materially  affect  the  condition  of  the 
labouring  classes.  The  sentiments  which 
he  had  expressed  to  the  House  he  had 
avowed  to  his  numerous  constituents,  and 
had  not  incurred  any  unpopularity  in  so 
doing. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that,  as  the  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  had  so  grossly  mis* 
represented  what  had  fallen  from  him  on 
a  former  day,  he  rose  to  offer  an  explana* 
tion  of  what  he  had  stated  on  the  case 
alluded  to.  He  had  heard  the  hon.  Mem^ 
her  for  Bolton  describe  the  case  of  a  poor 
man  who  had  been  found  dead  upon  bis 
loom,  surrounded  by  his  family  in  a  state 
of  starvation.  He  heard  that  statement, 
and  after  expressing  his  deep  sympathy 
for  the  sufferers,  expressed  a  hope  some 
inquiry  would  be  instituted.  And,  the 
very  first  thing  I  did,  said  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  on  my  accession  to  office — for 
the  story  dwelt  upon  my  mind— was  to 
write  a  letter  the  very  day  I  kissed  hands 
to  my  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  on  this 
subject.  I  said,  that  the  story  had  sunk 
deep  into  my  mind,  and  that,  if  true,  it  was 
a  disgrace  to  the  society  in  which  such 
distress  was  suffered  to  exist.  I  suggested 
that  some  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the 
mode  in  which  the  Poor-law  was  ad- 
ministered at  Bolton.  My  advice  was 
taken,  and  the  result  is,  that  an  Assistant 
Poor-law    Commissioner   has  been  sent 
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d&mu  to  that  place,  aid  is  noiir  therCt  pro- 
tecutiog  bia  inquiries  into  (be  distressiog 
circuinataDces  lo  wbicb  I  have  referred. 
This  is  the  foundation  of  the  charge  now 
brought  against  me;  and  because  I  ex- 
pr«8Md  almost  horror  at  the  statement  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton,  I  am  now 
tanoled  with  saying,  that  the  working 
classes  should  be  content  with  the  con- 
dition of  paupers»  and  that  the  only  qaes* 
tion  was  as  to  the  administration  of  the 
Poor-laws. 

Mr.  Hawes  said,  that  if  the  hon.  Bilem* 
ber  for  Stockport  was  in  error  as  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  right  hon*  Baronet, 
other  Members  were  in  error  also,  because 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  speech  was  not 
reported  in  accordance  with  the  explanation 
he  now  gate.  But  turning  to  the  question 
before  the  House,  they  had  at  last  got  a 
speech  from  an  hon.  Member  opposite, 
and  that  of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member 
for  Liverpool  did  throw  some  light  on  the 
future  commercial  policy  of  the  Oovero- 
ment  The  noble  Lord  had  said  that  it 
was  perfectly  well  known  that  her  Majes- 
ty's present  Miobters  did  not  impute  the 
I >ref  ailing  distress  to  the  state  of  the  Com- 
aws.  lliey  were  therefore  disposed  to 
forego  the  discussion  of  them  with  the 
general  assertion  on  the  part  of  the  noble 
Lord,  that  the  leading  authorities  in  poli- 
tical economy  were  opposed  to  a  change 
in  the  Com*laws.  He  had  given  the 
noble  Lord  credit  for  some  reading  on  the 
subject,  and  he  had  therefore  b^n  sur- 
prised to  hear  him  state,  that  the  great 
authorities  were  in  favour  of  the  existing 
system  [Lord  &iiuf<m:  No,  no].  He  had 
understood  the  noble  Lord  to  say,  at  least, 
that  the  authorities  entitled  to  weight  were 
divided.  Now,  it  happened  that  upon 
this  question  there  was  a  singular  concur- 
rence of  opinion,  and  he  challenged  the 
noble  Lora  to  name  one  great  authority 
who  was  not  against  the  continuance  of 
the  Com* laws  [Lord  Sandon:  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson  was  in  favour  of  them].  Unluckily 
for  the  noble  Lord  the  last  speech  Mr. 
Buskisson  made  in  this  House  was  in 
favour  of  free  trade  in  com.  He  (Mr. 
Hawes)  was  glad  to  have  sounded  the 
depth  of  the  mine  of  knowledge  of  the 
noble  Lord ;  and  if  he  took  the  trouble 
to  read  Mr.  Huskisson's  speeches  from  first 
to  last  on  this  subject,  he  would  find  that 
there  was  an  obvious  and  gradual  pro- 
gression of  opinion  towards  free  traoe  in 
com.    He  did  not  claim  for  himself  or 
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his  Friends  any  superior  sympathy  for  Ike 
snfiering  classes,  but  though  he  did  not 
charce  those  who  sat  on  the  opposite 
benches  with  personal  want  of  feeling,  he 
was  entitled  lo  consider  how  far  their 
polky  did  or  did  not  tend  towards  relief. 
While  he  gave  them  credit  for  feeling,  he 
had  a  right  to  denounce  the  policy  of  the 
party,  as  avowed  by  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net at  the  head  of  the  Government,  to  be 
pregnant  with  mischief  and  misery  to  the 
lower  orders  of  the  community.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  concmred  in  the 
Address  to  her  Majesty  at  the  opening  of 
the  Session,  and  then  it  was  said, 

^*  We  assure  her  Majesty  that  we  fully  share 
in  the  deep  sympathy  which  her  Majesty  feels 
with  those  of  ber  subjects  who  are  now  suffer, 
ing  from  distress  and  want  of  employnent; 
and  we  ferventljr  join  in  her  Majesty's  prayer 
that  all  our  dehberations  may  be  guided  by 
wisdom,  and  may  conduce  to  the  happiness  of 
her  Miyesty's  subjects." 

He  wished  to  know  what  sort  of 
sympathy  with  distress  was  evinced  by 
the  postponement  of  the  consideration  of 
the  mode  of  relieving  them  for  a  period 
of  five  months.  But  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net said  he  was  not  yet  prepared  :  he  had 
not  duly  consulted  and  considered.  This 
was  strange,  recollecting  the  full  dis- 
cussion which  took  place  before  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  came  into  power,  and  the 
length  of  time  that  the  whole  question 
had  been  under  the  view  of  the  country. 
However,  it  now  appeared  that  the  doors 
of  Parliament  were  to  be  shut,  and  that 
the  people  were  to  endure  their  distresses, 
until  some  half  year  hence  it  pleased  the 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to  take  the 
case  into  consideration.  This  was  cer- 
tainly a  singular  way  of  evincing  sym- 
pathy, but,  at  the  same  time,  he  gave  the 
other  side  full  credit  for  personally  possess- 
ing it.  He  agreed  in  what  had  fallen  from 
the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport  respect- 
ing that  part  of  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  which,  judging  from  the 
applause  which  it  received  from  his  fol- 
lowers, wu  most  effective,  where  he  vin- 
dicated himself  for  a  delay  of  five  months 
by  complaining  that  the  noble  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  had  taken  five  years  to 
make  up  his  mind  on  the  subject.  This 
might  be  remissness  or  negligence  on  tho 
part  of  the  noble  Lord,  but  what  bad  the 
public  to  do  with  the  comparative  merits  of 
the  two  sets  of  Ministers?  The  public 
wanted  measures— the  suffering  popnlation 
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required  relief,  and  yet  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  refused  even  to  discuu  the 
means  of  affording  it.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  excused  himself  on  the  score  of 
deficiency  of  knowledge ;  but,  if  he  would 
only  avail  himself  of  the  official  aids  within 
his  reach,  he  would  not  be  long  in  arriving 
at  the  conclusion  that  a  change  was  neces- 
sary, and  that  distress  was  only  to  be  re- 
moved or  alleviated  by  a  change.  The 
right  hon.  Member,  the  Member  for 
Dorchester,  addressing  his  constituents 
the  other  day,  told  them  that  he  looked 
upon  a  fixed  duty  as  next  to  impossible, 
and  that  the  only  alterations  that  could  be 
made  would  be  to  render  the  averages 
more  certain  and  accurate.  In  fact,  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  advocates  of 
the  present  Corn-laws  to  defend  them 
upon  any  of  the  three  grounds  on  which 
they  had  been  originally  proposed — that 
they  would  preserve  steadiness  of  price — 
protect  the  farmer— or  secure  a  home- 
growth  equal  to  the  home  consumption. 
These  three  grounds  must  now  be  aban- 
doned. As  to  the  appeal  to  the  late  Mi- 
nisters, whether  they  would  now  maintain 
a  fixed  duty,  he  would  ask  what  right  had 
any  roan  to  inquire  whether  it  were  in- 
tended to  maintain  a  fixed  duty  under 
all  circumstances?  The  inquiry  also 
came  with  an  ill  grace  from  those  who 
were  themselves  opposed  to  a  fixed  duty, 
as  not  only  injudicious,  but  impracticable, 
whereas,  under  the  sliding  scale,  all  was 
fluctuation  and  uncertainty,  and  the  sup- 
ply of  corn  was  consequently  diminished. 
A  great  deal  of  strong  feeling  had  been 
manifested  against  the  hon.  Member  for 
Stockport,  l^cause  he  spoke  strongly 
of  the  consequences  of  delay  upon  the 
tufiering  classes ;  but  that  hon.  Member 
had  urged  nothing  that  had  not  been  said 
a  month  ago;  everybody  had  predicted 
that  discontent  would  follow  the  refusal  to 
modify  the  Corn-laws,  and  add  to  this  di8« 
content  the  loss  of  trade  and  severe  per- 
sonal suffering,  and  who  should  say,  that 
the  peace  of  the  country  would  not  be  in 
danger?  That  danger  he  laid  at  the 
doors  of  the  Gentlemen  opposite:  they 
had  thought  fit  to  refuse  even  a  discussion 
of  the  causes  of  distress.  One  hon.  county 
Member^who  had  addressed  the  House, 
without  adding  one  word  of  argument, 
seemed  to  rejoice  that  there  would  be  no 
discussion ;  but  if  the  enemies  of  the  Corn- 
laws  were  in  the  wrong,  how  could  it  Im 
proved   but  by  discussion}     Let  it   be 


shown,  as  the  noble  Lord  had  contended, 
that  dear  bread  was  beneficial  to  the  peo- 
ple. [Lord  Sandon  :  No,  no.]  That  was 
the  result  of  the]  noble  Lord's  argument* 
He  was  a  supporter  of  the  Com- laws.  The 
Corn-laws  made  bread  dear,  and  as  the 
Corn-laws,  according  to  the  noble  Lord, 
ought  to  be  preserved  for  the  benefit  of 
the  nation,  it  was  for  the  eood  of  the  peo- 
ple that  bread  should  be  dear.  Such  was 
the  inevitable  effect  of  the  reasoning  of 
the  noble  Lord.  The  noble  Lord  had  also 
been  pleased  to  taunt  the  Opposition  Bide, 
of  the  House  with  being  participators  in 
an  infamous  system  of  bribery.  Be  it  so. 
He  knei^  nothing  of  bribery.  He  repre- 
sented no  freemen,  and  had  purchased  no 
seat ;  he  had  incurred  no  election  expenses 
he  was  ashamed  to  detail,  and  he  hoped 
the  noble  Lord  could  say  the  same.  If  the 
noble  Lord's  election  bilb  were  compared 
with  his,  a  wide  difiRsrence  would  be  found 
in  them.  [iVb,  no.}  Did  the  noble  Lord 
mean  to  say  that  there  had  been  no  sub- 
scription for  his  election  }  QLord  Scmdim  in- 
timated his  assent.]  He  did  not,  of  course, 
include  subscriptions  and  money  paid  by 
committees.  He  knew  nothing  of  them  in 
his  own  case.  If  there  had  indeed  been 
gross  and  shameful  bribery  anywhere,  he 
hoped  it  would  be  shewn  that  they  had  com- 
mitted a  high  crime  of  most  pernicious  ef- 
fect upon  the  country.  Bribery  had  certainly 
done  more  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  the  House  than  any  measures  of 
Dad  legislation,  and  all  who  were  guilty  of 
brtberv,  were  guilty  of  a  crime  which  sap* 
ped  the  foundation  of  the  representative 
system.  He  concluded  by  expressing  his 
deep  sorrow  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  expressed  no  opinion  on  corn,  su^r« 
timber,  finance,  taxes,  or  any  other  subject 
on  which  the  country  was  expecting  in- 
formation. Notwithstanding  tnis  silence, 
he  expected  the  confidence  of  the  country 
just  as  much  as  if  he  had  brought  forward 
the  best  practical  and  intelligible  measures 
for  the  advancement  of  trade,  and  the  re- 
lief of  distress. 

Mr.  Litton  believed,  that  many  of  the 
observations  made  in  the  course  of  the 
present  discussion,  were  calculated  to 
create  discontent  and  excitement,  tmt  not 
to  afibrd  a  remedy  for  the  evils  which 
were  complained  of.  Still  ha  could  not 
allow  the  debata  to  doae  without,  on  the 
part  of  the  Irish  people,  praying  the  jwe- 
sent  Government  to  take  full  time  to  form 
a  deliberate  judgmefll^^  @f^imgirtant 
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subjects  which  had  been  adverted  to  that 
evening.  He  believed,  he  expressed  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  Irish  people, 
when  he  said,  that  if  the  measure  with 
respect  to  the  Corn-laws  had  passed  as 
proposed  by  the  late  Government,  it  would 
have  involved  Ireland  in  immediate  and 
irremediable  ruin.  He  was  sure  that  many 
Irish  Members  who  voted  with  the  late 
Government  on  other  questions,  would 
have  felt  it  their  duty  to  vote  against 
them  on  such  a  measure.  He  regretted 
the  misery  suffered  by  the  population  of 
Stockport  and  other  places,  but  were  the 
interesU  of  the  4,000,000  or  6,000,000  of 
agricultural  population  in  Ireland  to  be 
altogether  forgotten  in  this  discussion? 
They  would  be  subjected  to  penury,  mi- 
sery, want,  and  destitution,  and  in  many 
cases  to  the  actual  deprivation  of  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life,  if  anything  like  the  mea- 
sure of  the  late  Government  had  passed 
that  House.  It  was  well  Jcnown,  that 
from  the  agitation  which  had  prevailed  in 
Ireland  of  late  years,  but  which  he  trusted 
would  not  be  allowed  to  last  much  longer, 
there  had  not  been  much  of  British  capi- 
tal or  industry  introduced  into  Ireland  ; 
and  its  overgrown  population  depended 
for  existence  almost  on  the  labour  and 
profits  derived  from  land.  The  immedi- 
ate effect  of  such  a  measure  as  that  pro- 
posed by  the  late  Government  would  have 
been,  not  only  to  deprive  the  Irish  popu- 
lation of  employment,  but  to  prevent  the 
progressive  reclamation  of  land  now  ad- 
vancing in  Ireland,  to  the  great  advan- 
tage of  the  country.  The  prosperity  of 
almost  all  the  towns  in  Ireland  depended 
on  the  prosperity  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terest. With  respect  to  the  franchise,  the 
•Conservatives  had  always  wished  that 
Ireland  should  have  a  full,  fair,  and  bond 
Jide  franchise ;  and  he  asked  what  would 
become  of  the  franchise  if  the  measure 
of  the  late  Government  had  passed  ?  A 
man  must  have  10/.  value  beyond  the 
rent  be  paid,  and  many  thousands  en- 
joyed the  franchise  in  Ireland  according 
to  the  present  price  of  corn.  But  if  the 
late  Grovernment  measure  passed,  and 
com  were  reduced  (for  that  was  the  ar- 
gument of  its  advocates)  whilst  rent  re- 
mained the  same,  as  it  must  where  leases 
existed,  the  result  would  be,  that  one 
half  of  the  Irish  franchise  would  be  cut 
up.  In  every  point  of  view  Ireland  seemed 
to  have  been  totally  forgotten  by  those 
who  professed    to    be  its  only  friends. 


Ought  an  entire  country  to  be  sacrificed 
for  the  comforts  of  two  or  three  millions 
of  people?  He  entirely  disagreed  with 
those  who  said  that  the  accession  of  the 
present  Government  had  occasioned  un- 
easiness in  Ireland*  The  voice  of  every 
one  almost  who  had  anything  to  lose,  had 
hailed  its  formation  with  acclamation,  and 
the  change  of  Ministry  had  been  rejoiced 
at  even  by  the  lower  classes,  who  were 
now  promised  a  prospect  of  freedom  from 
agitation  and  an  opportunity  of  pursuing 
theirconrse  of  industry  unchecked.  The  ap- 
pointment of  the  Government  had  given 
confidence  to  alt,  that  justice  would  be  im- 
partially, strongly,  but  firmly  administered. 
Mr.  Sharman  Crawford  thought,  it 
would  not  be  denied  by  the  hon.  Member 
who  last  spoke,  that  though  he  was  not 
certainly  an  Irish  representative,  he  was 
not  without  a  considerable  stake  and  inter- 
est in  the  country  whose  interests  were 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman. Nothing  in  his  opinion  would 
be  so  advantageous  to  Ireland  as  the  total 
repeal  of  the  duties  upon  the  import  of 
foreign  corn  into  this  country.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  advocate  at  all  the  late 
Government  measure  upon  com.  He  was 
for  a  total  repeal  of  the  corn  importation 
duties.  In  Ireland  there  might  safely  be 
reckoned  above  2,400,000  labourers,  who 
were  employed  in  agricultural  districts, 
receiving  not  more  than  6d.  a  day  for 
their  labour.  Nothing  in  respect  to  the 
price  of  corn  here  could  make  their  situa- 
tion worse.  It  was  not  to  be  expected, 
therefore,  that  there  should  have  been 
petitions  from  Ireland  against  the  measure 
of  the  noble  Lord,  of  the  last  Session, 
founded  upon  a  permanent  8s.  duty  upon 
the  import  of  foreign  corn.  Ireland  did 
not  subsist  upon  her  trade  to  England  in 
corn  or  in  raw  commodities.  She  ex« 
ported  provisions  largely  to  this  country ; 
and  of  dead  pigs  exported  from  Belfast, 
the  number  in  one  recent  year  exceeded 
40,000,  all  of  which  went  to  the  manu- 
facturing districts  in  the  north  of  Eng- 
land. The  feeling  created  in  Ireland  by 
the  accession  of  the  present  Ministers  to 
ofiBce,  he  believed,  was  generally  a  feeling 
of  apprehension.  He  would,  however, 
look  to  the  Government  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  with  the  hope  of  a  better  resuk 
than  that  anticipated  by  some  upon  bis 
side  of  the  House.  He  trusted,  and  ear- 
nestly hoped  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would 
introduce  a  measure  calculated  to.celieve 
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the  distress  but  too  generally  experienced 
by  the  manufacturers ;  whatever  was  done 
with  that  intent  ought  to  be  done  quickly. 
He  was  neither  a  party  to  a  fixed  duty 
nor  to  the  sliding  scale.  His  inquiry  was 
directed  to  whether  there  should  be  any 
protection  or  none  to  our  agricultural 
produce;  and  he  confessedi  that,  how* 
ever,  unpromising  the  appearance  of  the 
House  might  be  for  the  eiperiment  (there 
being  not  one-third  as  many  Members  on 
that  side  of  the  House  as  on  the  Ministe- 
rial side),  he  should  prefer  seeing  the 
question  tested  by  a  division  to-night.  It 
ought  to  be  tested  by  a  vote  and  a  difi« 
sion,  and  not  by  a  mere  war  of  words,  as 
on  the  present  oecasbo.  No  matter  what 
might  be  the  minority,  the  result  must  be 
beneficial  to  the  public,  and  promote  truth 
and  knowledge.  It  would  put  the  public 
in  possession  of  the  opinion  of  parties  in 
that  House,  and  leave  them  to  protect 
their  interests  by  petitions,  as  they  had 
on  other  occasions.  With  respect  to  the 
proposed  Poor-law  Continuance  Bill  for 
a  period,  he  thought  it  would  be  quite 
expedient  that  such  a  measure  should  be 
accompanied  by  a  clause  restricting  the 
commissioners  of  the  Poor«law  from  forc- 
ing the  Poor*law  into  districts,  in  the  in- 
terval, where  no  unions  had  yet  been 
formed  under  the  existing  law;  and  in 
proposing  this  limitation  of  their  autho- 
rity, he  confessed  he  should  be  gratified 
to  find  that  the  proposition  came,  as  it 
certainly  ought,  from  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet at  the  head  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  M.  J.  O'Ckmnell  wished  to  take 
the  opportunity  of  protecting  himself  from 
the  supposition  that  he  concurred  in  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  noble  Member 
for  the  City,  with  regard  to  the  Irish  ap- 
pointments ;  and  still  more  to  guard  him- 
self from  the  inference  drawn  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  from  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  Lord.  He  had  great  personal 
respect  for  the  character  of  Lord  Eliot ; 
but  he  doubted  whether  he  had  power  or 
firmness,  or  perhaps  both,  to  carry  out  his 
just  or  benevolent  intentions.  It  was 
known  that  the  noble  Lord,  the  new 
Secretary  for  Irdand,  had  formerly  pro- 
voked the  hostility  of  his  party,  by  the 
course  he  pursued  regarding  the  Irish  Cor- 
poration Act,  wishing,  as  he  did,  to  put, 
as  in  England,  all  sects  npon  an  equality, 
Upon  that  occasion  the  just  and  liberal 
seniimenU  of  Lord  Elliot  were  controlled 
and  overruled  by  his  friends  in  the  House 


and  out  of  it,  and  he  much  feared  that  a 
similar  result  would  hereafter  attend  hie 
labours.  Neither  did  he  (Mr.  M.  J. 
O'Connell)  anticipate  anything  favourable 
from  the  disposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Home  Depart* 
meat.  He,  therefore,  feared  the  worst; 
but  if  the  noble  Lord  could  induce  his 
colleagues  to  remove  the  monstrous  in- 
equality of  the  municipal  franchise,  he 
would  deserve  the  highest  praise,  and 
would  render  a  most  essential  service  to 
Ireland.  He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Rochdale  (Mr.  S.  Crawford),  that  the 
best  interests  of  Ireland,  instead  of  being 
injured,  would  be  importantly  benefited 
by  an  alteration  in  the  Corn-laws;  the 
change  proposed  by  the  late  Government 
would  have  done  much  good,  and  upon 
this  point,  he  believed,  that  the  eyes  of 
his  countrymen  were  beginning  to  b^ 
opened, notwithstandingthe  bold  assertiona 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Cole- 
raine,  and  his  Cassandra-like  predictions. 
For  himself,  he  believed  that  the  Iriali 
would  receive  an  advantage  from  the  pro. 
posed  change,  and  from  the  total  abolitioo 
of  protective  duties,  provkled  the  altera- 
tion were  gradual,  and  that  existing  in- 
terests were  disturbed  as  little  as  possible- 
Mr.  Hardy  said,  that  hon.  GenUe- 
men  ou^ht  not  to  attribute  the  present 
distress  in  the  manufacturing  districts  to 
the  Corn-laws,  when  there  had  been  great 
prosperity  in  those  very  districts  during 
the  existence  of  these  same  laws.  If  .he 
wanted  to  know  the  cause  of  the  present 
distress,  he  would  go  for  information  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  Old- 
ham (Mr.  Fielding) ;  he  was  a  blunt 
Englishman,  and  would  speak  the  truth. 
He  told  them  that,  in  1820,  the  annual 
produce  of  the  four  kinds  of  cotton  manu<« 
factured  was  180,00Qlbs.,  which  fetched 
96#.  to  the  manufacturer,  whilst  the  an-* 
nual  quantity  now  used  was  480,0001bs. ; 
the  sum  received  by  the  manufacturer 
was  reduced  from  96s.  to  27s.  If  people 
would  goto  joint  stock  banks  for  accommo- 
dation, and  would  build  maiftifactories, 
because  they  saw  others  prosper,  and  if 
they  would  manufacture  480,000  lbs.  in- 
stead of  1 80,000  lbs. ;  and  if  their  pros- 
perity had  not  kept  pace  with  the  increase 
of  manufactures,  it  must  be  because  they  bad 
glttUed  the  market.  Then,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Salford  had  alluded  to  the  number 
of  Houses  in  Salford  and  Manchester  that 
were  uninhabited,  and  the  hon.  Member 
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aitfibuted  this  to  dtstretf,  ariMog  from 
the  Gora-taw8.  Now.  the  last  time  it  had 
been  bis  lot  to  travel  by  the  Maocbetter 
and  Leeds  Railway,  his  attention  was  at* 
tracted  to  the  large  bodies  of  men  and 
women  with  packs  at  their  backs,  who 
were  standing  np  in  that  part  of  the  train, 
where  they  conld  be  carried  for  2d.  or  dd. 
a  distance  of  eight  or  nine  miles,  and,  on 
enquiry,  he  was  told  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  railroad,  these  people  had  forsaken  | 
the  cellars  in  which  they  had  resided  in 
Manchester  and  SaKord,  and  were  now| 
living  in  little  cottages  in  the  country.: 
They  now  lived  in  houses  for  2/.  in- 
stead of  paying  5L  for  cellars.  This 
might  account  for  the  houses  being! 
ttoinhabiled  as  the  glut  of  manufactures 
might  account  ibr  the  want  of  prosperity. 
He  believed  that  the  tme  way  of  removing 
the  present  pressure  under  which  the  ooa- 
nu&ctaring  interest  laboured  was  to  re* 
duce  the  amount  of  goods  manufactured, 
and  return  to  the  old  system  of  carrying 
on  business.  Was  the  House  aware  of 
the  real  state  of  the  case  as  res-* 
pected  the  protection  given  to  manufae- 
tures  ?  The  manufacture  of  cotton,  if  he 
was  not  mistaken,  enjoyed  a  protection 
of  from  20  to  25  per  cent.  {Several 
Members^  '*  10  per  cent*^  Now,  it  was 
singular,  he  thought,  that  during  all  the 
discussions  about  the  Corn-laws  they  ne- 
ver heard  anything,  not  a  word,  of  the 
protection  given  to  cotton.  Whether  they 
repealed  the  Corn-laws  or  not,  one  thing 
was  clear,  that  foreigners  were  cherishing 
their  own  manufactures  most  tenacKMisly 
and  would  persist  in  doing  so  and  in  com- 
peting with  us ;  and  the  manufacturers  of 
thiscountry  showed  thatthey  thoughtsotoo, 
by  requiring  protection  for  their  cotton  ma- 
nufacture. As  for  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  opposite,  wno  bad  an  estate 
in  Ireland  but  a  seat  in  England,  he  had 
no  doubt  that  no  attempts  had  been  left 
untried  to  inoculate  the  people  of  Roch- 
dale with  the  virus  of  anti-Cortt4aw  opin- 
ions, and  so  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  8u£Bciently  accounted  for. 
Much  had  been  said  of  the  extent  to  which 
bribery  had  been  carried  on  in  the  last 
election.  Now,  there  were  manj  ways  of 
bribing ;  there  were  many  ways  of  treating. 
They  might  treat,  and  they  might  promise 
to  treat,  and  he  believed  there  never  was 
an  election  where  promises  to  treat  were 
carried  to  a  greater  extent  than  was  done 
in  the  last.    In  fact,  it  wu  a  national 


promise.  Her  Majesty's  late  Ministers 
promised  to  treat  the  people  with  a  big 
loaf  for  a  little  penny.  The  cry  went  out 
to  all  the  constituencies.  Yet,  in  spite  of 
that,  the  constituencies  had  returned  a 
vast  majority  of  the  opponents  of  her 
Msjesty's  late  Ministers.  Moreover,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  there  were  now 
in  this  country  two  elections  everywhere, 
— one  on  the  day  of  nomination,  the  other 
on  the  polling  pay.  On  the  former  it  was 
a  mixed  election,  made  by  the  people  ge- 
nerally as  well  as  electors  on  a  show  of 
hands ;  and  he  believed  that  if  hon.  Mem- 
bers inquired  they  would  find  that  the 
election  by  show  of  hands  was,  in  a  great 
majority  of  cases,  in  favour  of  the  Conser- 
vative candidates.  Gentlemen  might  smile 
but  the  truth  would  come  out  bv  and  by, 
when  the  election  petitions,  of  which  there 
were  a  great  number,  came  to  be  disposed 
of.  Then  it  would  be  shown  on  which 
side  the  briberv  was,  when  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  should  have  had  time  fully  and 
fsirly  to  consider  idl  the  disastrous  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  oountrv  was  at 
present  involved.  Why  should  the  period 
necessary  for  such  a  task  be  denied  the 
right  hon.  Baronet?  The  late  Ministry 
had  a  much  longer  time  given  them  to  di- 
gest their  late  measures — they  had  taken 
from  August,  1840,  to  April,  to  consider 
the  voluminous  report  in  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  doctor  (Dr.  Bowring)  and 
other  hon.  doctors  opposite,  figured  so 
conspicuously;  and  having  taken  all  this 
time  to  consider  the  matter,  they  had  de- 
termined to  take  the  sense  of  the  country 
on  their  policy.  But  if  the  Poor-law  had 
really  been  tliat  law  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  always  represented  it  to  be — namely, 
a  law  framed  for  the  benefit  of  the  people, 
why  was  it  not  permitted  to  go  to  the 
hustings  too,  and  why  did  the  noble  Lord 
postpone  the  re-consideration  of  the  mea- 
sure until  after  the  election?  The  reason 
was,  that  the  Poor-law  was  not  popular, 
and  therefore  the  noUe  Lord  shrunk 
from  going  before  the  people  with  it,  and 
postponed  the  re-consideration  until  a  fu- 
ture day,  advisins;  instead  that  the  cry  of 
the  big  loaf  shonM  be  got  up  throughout 
the  country.  That  course  in  his  (Mr. 
Hardy's)  opinion,  was  not  hit;  for  the 
Poor-law  was  that  law  of  all  others  in 
which  the  poorer  classes  were  interest- 
ed, and  they  ought  to  have  had  the  foil 
state  of  the  question  placed  before  them 
at  the  electioniL.K,,u..u  uy  ^  OOC 
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Mr.  C.  Hmdletf  had  not  intended  to 
take  part  io  this  discassion,  bat  after  the 
extraordinary  speech  of  the  hon.  Member, 
who  was  the  representative  of  a  comniercial 
community,  he  could  not  discharge  his 
doty  to  the  House  if  he  remained  silent. 
He  did  not  know  whether  tlie  constituents 
of  the  hon,  and  learned  Member -were 
leaving  their  houses  to  enjoy  the  6ne  air 
of  the  country ;  but  his  own  constituents 
were  not  enjoying  any  such  pleasure.  If 
the  statements  of  the  hon.  Members  for 
Salford  and  Manchester  were  true  as  to 
the  number  of  houses  uninhabited,  it  was 
not  because  the  families  had  left  them  for 
the  sake  of  better  air,  but  because  dve  or 
six  families  now  dwelt  in  one  house,  not 
being  able  to  pay  the  rates  and  rents  as 
they  did  formerly.  They  were  next  told 
by  the  hon.  Member  that  the  present  evils 
were  attributable  to  over  production,  but 
he  asked  the  House  where  there  was  evi- 
dence that  there  were  too  many  articles 
in  calicoes,  or  linens,  or  woollens,  amongst 
the  population?  What  would  they  say 
when  be  told  them  that  there  were  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  of  the  individuals 
who  made  these  articles  and  were  not  able 
to  purchase  them.  The  people  had  not  too 
many  calicoes  or  too  many  coats,  but  too 
little  food.  He  said  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  consider  the  means  of  giving 
them  more  food.  He  asserted  that  there 
was  not  a  more  industrious  population  than 
the  working  population  of  this  country, 
and  there  was  no  country  in  which  labour 
ill  paid.  He  remembered  when  he  was  at 
Eberfelt,  that  a  manufacturer  told  him  he 
would  rather  pay  a  good  English  workman 
four  dollars  a  day  than  employ  one  of  his 
own  at  one-fifth  the  sum.  He  now  wished 
only  to  address  one  word  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
In  the  course  of  his  speech  on  the  want  of 
confidence  debate,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  asked  how  it  was  possible  that 
the  administration  of  the  Poor-law  could 
be  so  remiss  in  the  country.  During  a 
recent  visit  to  the  country*  he  had  been 
called  upon  for  charity  to  relieve  the  suf- 
ferings of  a  workman  who  had  been  obliged 
to  leave  one  master  in  consequence  of  the 
improvements  in  machinery,  which  had 
taken  away  all  demand  for  his  labour  in 
spinning,  and  he  had  gone  from  one 
master  to  another  till  he  was  again  thrown 
out  of  employment  by  the  failure  of  his 
employer.  He  said  to  the  man,  '*  with 
the  improvements  constantly  making. in 


spinning,  do  you  think  that  you  will  be 
able  to  get  employment?  had  you  not 
better  go  to  the  parish  ?"  The  man  re- 
plied, "To  the  parish  1  have  gone" — it 
was  to  the  township  of  Roy  ton,  in  the 
parish  of  Oldham  ;  and  what  did  the  man 
with  his  wife  and  three  children  gel?  Why, 
1«.  6cP.  a  week  to  support  the  five  persons 
in  his  family;  and  this  was  the  allowance 
to  support  a  man  who  had  fallen  into  dis- 
tress, not  in  consequence  of  any  fault  of 
his  own,  but  because  there  had  been  im- 
provements in  machinery,  and  because  his 
employer  had  failed,  For,  himself,  he 
was  no  party  man,  and  he  did  not  care 
which  party  was  in  power,  so  that  the 
party  in  power  would  act  for  the  advantage 
of  the  people  of  England ;  and  when  he 
found  such  circumstances  as  he  had  ref- 
lated, he  was  bound  to  ask  was  there  no 
remedy?  Yet  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
proposed  to  renew  the  Poor-law  Bill  for 
nine  months  without  alteration,  and  would 
deprive  this  poor  man  of  an  appeal  to  the 
magistrates,  or  any  other  source,  from  the 
merciless  frugality  of  this  relieving  officer. 
The  people  were  compelled  to  starve,  or 
to  go  into  the  bastiles.  Had  it  not  been 
for  the  statements  of  the  hon.  Member  he 
would  not  have  risen,  but  he  could  not  in 
justice  allow  those  remarks  to  pass ;  the 
people  whom  he  represented  were  full  of 
apprehension  for  the  future,  and  of  suffer- 
ing  for  the  present,  and  he  implored  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  to  take  measures  at  the 
earliest  moment  to  raise  the  condition  of 
the  suffering  classes.        .» 

Mr.  Milnes :  I  agree.  Sir,  with  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  last  spoken,  that  the 
operation  of  the  Poor-law  and  that  of  the 
Corn-law  is  closely  connected,  and  thus  I 
am  justified  in  asking  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  to  allow  the  same  privilege  to 
my  right  hon.  Friend  with  regard  to  the 
Corn-Taws,  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury,  the  stern  and  determined  advo- 
cate for  the  repeal  of  the  Poor-law  has 
not  been  unwilling  to  award  him.  The 
question  of  the  Corn-law  is  deep  in  the 
mind  of  the  people  of  England,  and  they 
do  not  wish  it  to  be  hastily  and  triflingly 
dealt  with.  It  is  a  question,  that  has 
driven  and  twisted  its  roots  into  every 
interest  of  the  country,  and  they  cannot 
be  violently  torn  up  without  great  peril 
to  the  whole  community.  And  therefore, 
am  I  surprised,  that  her  Majesty's  late 
adrisers  should,  with  the  tumult  of  the 
late  elections  in.  their  earsj  require  my 
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boo.  Friend  to  come  down  with  some  ab* 
solute  panacea  to  remedy  all  theee  erils. 
I  believe  such  a  panacea  to  be  in  the  hand 
of  no  living  man.  And  in  feet,  this  seems 
to  me  to  be  the  real  distinction  between 
the  late  and  the  pfe-esent  Government,  that 
while  they  laid  so  much  stress  on  their 
financial  specific,  her  Majesty^s  present 
Ministers  would  endeavour  in  a  spirit  of 
calm  and  earnest  inquiry  to  trace  these 
disastrous  effects  to  their  just  causes,  and 
would  then,  and  only  then,  lay  their  de- 
liberate judgment  before  the  House,  and 
I  must  admit,  that  1  do  not  anticipate 
fiom  that  judgment  any  of  those  immedi- 
ate and  startling  effects  which  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite  seem  to  expect.  If  my 
right  hon.  Friend  were  to  hold  out  any 
such  hope,  I  do  verily  believe  he  would  be 
deceiving  the  country,  rhese  are  not  evils 
to  be  so  remedied.  Do  not  boo.  Gentle- 
men opposite  declare  that  these  are  no 
momentary  or  chance  abuses,  but  that 
they  are  profound  social  diseases  ^wing 
out  of  a  long  course  of  corrupt  legislation, 
and  were  not  her  Majesty's  Ministers 
^pariiceps  criminis"  till  within  a  few 
weeks  or  theur  dismissal?  And  in  this 
case,  what  right  have  you  to  demand  a 
sudden  and  empirical  cure?  I  do  not 
know  that  1  should  have  troubled  the 
House  on  this  occasion  but  for  two  re- 
marks that  fell  from  the  late  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs;  the  first  was,  that  it 
was  our  business  to  keep  the  country  in 
mind  as  well  as  the  House  of  Commons. 
Sir,  I  will  not  admit  this  distinction.  We 
sit  here  representatives  of  the  will  of  the 
people  of  England— at  least,  so  says  the 
Beform  Bill.  An  opposition  may  be  con- 
ducted in  two.  ways—it  may  be  of  that 
conective  and*  critical  character,  which 
would  render  it  a  most  useful  part  of  the 
legislature,  or  it  may  be  of  that  fieurtious  na- 
ture, which,  not  reoogniaing  in  the  present 
House  of  Commons  the  due  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Endand,  thinks 
that  the  first  step  to  any  ultimate  good 
must  be  a  reform  of  the  Refivm  BflL  I 
see  no  middle  line  between  these  two,  and 
I  would  put  it  to  the  noble  Lord,  who 
commenced  this  debate,  whether  this  lat- 
ter position  is  reconcileable  with  his  re- 
peated declarations  of  finality  and  the  re- 
sistance to  organic  change,  which  of  late 
years  he  has  manfully  maintained,  at  least 
as  nmrds  England.  The  second  remark 
of  the  late  noble  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  was,  that  free  trade  was  good  per 
ee,  and  that  its  advantages  did  not  dqiend 
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on  the  acts  or  engagements  of  foreign 
powers.  Now  Sir,  I  have  heard  from  an 
old  English  moralist,  that  adultery  is  so 
great  a  crime  that  it  can  only  be  commit- 
ted by  two  persons,  and  analogically  it 
seems  to  me  that  free  trade  is  only  so 
great  and  absolute  a  good  when  it  takes 
place  between  two  consenting  parties.  But 
the  principle  of  the  noble  Lord  would  put 
all  intermutual  confidence  cut  of  the  ques. 
tion,  and  this  appears  to  me  the  most  im- 
portant feature  in  the  case.  And,  as  bon* 
Gentlemen  are  inclined  to  dwell  on  this 
comparison  more  than  I  intended,  i  will 
conclude  bv  stating  my  confidence,  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  will  continue  to 
profess  and  propogate  the  |>rinciples  of 
free  trade  in  a  fair  and  legitimate  way 
without  having  resource  to  any  of  the 
questionable  means  by  which  her  Majes- 

2*8  late  Ministers  intended  to  accomplish 
eir  purposes. 

Mr.  F.  Smith  could  at  last  congratu- 
late the  House,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
had  laid  down  the  principle  on  which  his 
right  hon.  Friend  would  conduct  his  ad- 
ministration, and  that  was  the  principle  of 
legitimate  propagation :  the  principle,  not 
of  adulterate,  but  of  legal  free  trade,  would 
be  amply  undertaken  on  the  assurance  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  by  this  new  Ministry. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  had 
not  confined  himself  to  promises  on  the 
part  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  Govern- 
ment, but  he  had  laid  down  the  course 
that  the  Opposition  would  adopt,  and  he 
had  complained  of  its  factious  nature.  He 
thought  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  adopt  the  explanation  made  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  and  he  hoped  that 
in  the  few  observations  to  which  be  should 
confine  hiroselft  and  which  he  had  intended 
to  address  to  the  House  before  the  soeech 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  should  not 
merit  the  appellation  of  factious.  There 
had  been  in  the  memory  of  man  an  oppo- 
sition which  had  declared  **  We  will  ob- 
struct and  oppose  all  your  measures.^  To 
an  obstructive  opposition  he  believed  be 
never  had  been,  and  never  would  be  a 
party.  The  only  object  of  his  then  rising 
wu  not  because  they  (the  Opposition) 
found  fault  because  there  was  no  panacea, 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  declared,  and 
he  agreed  with  him  (the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net) never  would  produce,  or  with  the 
silence  that  prevailed  as  to  the  future 
measures  of  the  Government^  although  he 
might  consider  itL.||[|^y|igL.te.(b^lbuse 
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and  to  the  country ;  bat  the  object  of  his 
attack,  if  attack  it  coald  be  called,  was  a 
Tery  differeot  error,  and  one  for  which 
the  right  hon.  Oentleman  wss  not  often 
reproached  —  the  error  of  indiscretion. 
The  right  hon.  Oentleman  had  referred  to 
the  future  financial  difficulties  of  the 
country,  and  he  had  dwelt  particularly 
upon  the  colonial  difficuUies.  As  this 
affected  a  department  with  which  he  (Mr. 
V.  Smith)  had  been  recently  connected, 
lie  trusted  that  he  would  not  be  thought 
irregular  if  he  referred  to  it.  It  appeared 
that,  although  from  the  trouble  of  forming 
his  Ministry,  the  right  hon.  Oentleman 
could  not  enter  upon  a  consideration  of 
the  many  papers  by  which  he  would  hare 
been  enabled  to  produce  any  measures, 
lie  bad  dipped  into  a  recent  paper  con- 
taining the  despatch  of  Sir  Oeorge  Oipps, 
the  governor  of  New  South  Wales,  and 
the  answer  to  that  despatch  of  his  noble 
Friend  (^Lord  J.  Russell),  and  upon  that 
information  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  had 
told  the  House>  that  the  colonies  of  New 
South  Wales,  of  South  Australia,  and  of 
New  Zealand  were  in  a  state  approaching 
to  a  national  bankruptcy.  The  error  into 
which  hon.  Oentlemen  opposite  would 
run,  would  be  great  if  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman's statements  should  induce  them 
to  believe  that  such  was  the  condition  of 
these  colonies.  The  paper  which  had 
been  produced  to  the  House  certainly 
stated,  that  in  New  South  Wales,  the 
governor,  Sir  Oeorge  Oipps,  had  issued 
orders  for  immigration  bounties  to  an 
enormous  extent,  but  the  reason  for  this 
conduct  on  the  part  of  Sir  Oeorge  Oipps, 
who  had  acted  as  preceding  governors 
had  done,  in  issuing  these  bounty  orders, 
being  for  sums  given  to  persons  who  should 
land  in  safety  healthy  immigrants,  was  to 
promote  immigration,  and  he  had  issued 
the  large  number  of  orders,  because  **  as 
each  iiermission  remained  only  in  force 
two  years,  no  inconvenience  was  likely  to 
arise  from  the  practice/^  and  it  would 
cause  no  distress  in  the  colony.  He  ad- 
mitted that  this  was  not  a  sound  reason, 
but  the  orders  of  his  noble  Friend  would 
prevent  any  difficulty  occurring  to  the 
colony,  because  all  the  bounty  orders  were 
to  be  brought  to  the  emigration  commis- 
sioners before  the  1st  of  September  last, 
and  after  the  1st  of  November  next,  no 
emigrants  to  claim  the  bounties  could 
proceed  to  the  colonies.  It  was  clear, 
therefore,  that  after  that  time  there  would 
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be  a  cessation  of  emigration  till  the  right 
hon.  Oentleman,  or  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  colonial  department,  should 
have  heard  from  Sir  Oeorge  Oipps.  The 
effect  of  this  order  of  his  noble  Friend 
would  be,  that  no  mischief  would  accrue 
to  the  colonies,  although  some  difficulties 
might  be  experienced  by  the  holders  of 
bounty  orders  in  this  country.  The  right 
hon.  Oentleman  had  done  much  worse  by 
holding  out  to  the  people  of  this  country 
any  doubt  as  to  a  national  failure  in  New 
Sonth  Wales.  From  the  information  he 
had  been  able  to  gather,  he  believed  it  to 
be  one  of  the  most  prosperous  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's colonies*  And  with  respect  to 
New  Zealand,  it  was  perfectly  true  that 
the  governor  had  called  upon  P^ew  South 
Wales,  being  at  the  time  a  dependency  of 
that  colony,  though  it  was  now  a  separate 
colony,  for  a  larger  amount  of  money  than 
had  been  expected.    Because,    like   all 

Evemors,  the  governor  of  New  Zealaod 
d  taken  to  heart  the  peculiar  interests 
of  the  colonists  under  htm,  and  did  not 

Cy  so  much  attention  to  the  trsasorv  at 
me.  He  believed  that  this  was  onlv  a 
brancli  of  the  amicable  differences  that 
had  arisen  between  the  Colonial-office 
and  the  governors.  The  country  ought 
not  to  entertain  the  impression  that  the 
colonies  of  New  South  Wales  or  of  New 
Zealaod  are  in  a  state  of  irremediable  dis- 
tress, and,  therefore,  he  had  been  tempted 
to  trouble  the  House  with  these  few  ob- 
servations to  prevent  the  persons  who  were 
flocking  by  thousands  from  this  country 
to  these  colonies,  from  believing  that  they 
will  find  the  progress  of  their  prosperity 
would  be  checked  by  any  national  bank- 
ruptcy on  their  arrival  there;  that  the 
people  might  know,  although  the  House 
should  not  propound  or  pass  any  measures 
for  their  relief  here,  that  if  they  leave  this 
country  for  those  colonies  in  despair  their 
condition  will  not  be  equally  destitute  and 
hopeless  there. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  in  explanation,  only 
wished  to  refer  to  the  despatch  of  the  16th 
July,  1841,  addressed  by  Lord  John  Rus- 
sell to  Sir  Oeorge  Oipps.  The  noble 
Lord  said, 

**  I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  Itt 
February,  1841,  marked  'confidentiaV  ^^ 
which  you  report  to  me  the  commercial  em- 
barrassment which  had  existed  for  the  preced- 
ing three  months.  ...  I  cannot  receive 
your  report  of  occurences  so  disastrous,  (Let 
them  mark  the  terms)  occurrences  so  disss* 
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trous  as  those  which  you  have  bow  annottiiced 
to  mt,  withont  adverting  to  the  question,  whe- 
ther your  goTPrnment  may  not  be  in  some 
sense  responsible  for  these  evils,  however  far 
beyond  your  power  the  correction  of  them  may 

be The  same  mail  has  brought 

me  your  despatch  on  the  subject  of  bounties 
on  emigration.  From  that  despatch  I  learn 
^Bt  you  have  given  orders  for  bounty,  pay- 
able within  two  yean,  for  no  less  a  sum  than 
979,568/.*' 

And  then  Ihe  noble  Lord  went  on  to  say. 

*^  On  the  part  of  her  Majesty's  Government, 
I  must  disclaim  any  responsibility  for  this 
proceeding,  and  any  obligation  to  ratify  your 
engagements  to  the  enormous  extent  to  which 
you  have  entered  into  them." 

He  (Sir  R.  Peel)  gave  the  noble  Lord 
entire  credit  for  the  prompt  measures  he 
had  taken  to  prevent  the  evils  to  the 
colony,  but  if  ne  read  this  despatch,  he 
could  bat  feel  great  anxiety  for  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  colony,  and  for  providing  a 
lemedy. 

Lord  John  Rusiell  in  explanation  said, 
thai  he  certainly  had  viewed  the  state  of 
things  represented  by  Sir  George  Gippi 
with  very  considerable  apprehension,  but 
be  did  not  look  upon  the  mischief  likely 
to  be  produced  as  being  so  great  as  was 
suggested,  because  the  annual  produce 
derivable  from  the  land  sales,  about 
158,000/.,  would  nearly  supply  the  amount 
of  the  bounty  orders  usually  issued. 

Mr.  FMden  begged  to  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  deplorable  dis- 
tress that  existed  throughout  the  whole 
county  of  Lancaster,  and  in  other  menu- 
fiactnrmg  districts.  He  thought  the  House 
should  not  prorogue  until  something  had 
been  done  to  remedy  this  frightful  state 
of  things.  He  was  astonished  too  to  find 
that  the  cruelties  of  the  new  poor  law 
were  to  be  continued  for  another  year: 
and  it  was  with  surprise  he  found  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury  allowing  the  Poor- 
law  commissioners  to  continue  in  power  a 
single  hour  after  the  31st  of  December. 
He  (Mr.  Fielden)  would  remind  the  House 
of  the  number  of  petitions  that  had  been 
presented  on  this  painful  eubject,  especi- 
ally one  from  Manchester,  signed  by 
50,000  persons,  praying  that  the  autho- 
rity of  toe  commissioners,  should  not  be 
extended  a  single  hour  after  the  31  st  of 
December.  But  this  prolongation  ought 
to  make  the  House  more  feelingly  alive  to 
the  distress  which  they  wanted  but  the 
will  to  alleyiate,  for  they  already  had  the 


power^for  surely  the  Government  and 
Parliament  could  do  this ;  let  them  then 
determine  not  to  prorogue  Parliament  un- 
til something  had  been  done.  The  people 
of  England  were  as  well  able  to  produce 
every  necessary  now  as  at  any  period  of 
our  history ;  the  cause  of  the  change  was, 
that  they  had  no  longer  in  their  own  hands 
the  fruit  of  their  labour,  but  it  was  wrung 
from  them  by  excessive  taxation— whether 
it  was  from  taxes  upon  corn  or  upon  sugpir 
it  mattered  not ;  but,  disguise  it  as  yoa 
might,  the  great  cause  of  the  present 
alarming  distress  of  the  people  was  the 
excessive  taxation  under  which  they  la- 
boured. Within  a  month  the  House  could 
adopt  measures  that  would  give  confidence 
and  hope  to  the  people.  It  was,  there- 
fore, their  duty  to  enter  into  the  consi- 
deration of  this  question  in  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House.  If  it  would  not  do 
so  he,  at  least,  would  record  his  opinion 
of  what  ought  to  be  done  in  these  words : 
I'  Resolved,  that  the  distress  of  the  work- 
ing people  at  the  present  time  is  so  great 
through  the  country,  but  particularly  in 
the  manufacturing  districts,  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  House  to  make  instant  inquiry 
into  Ihe  cause  and  extent  of  such  distress, 
and  devise  means  to  remedy  it ;  and,  at  all 
evenU,  to  vote  no  supply  of  money  until 
such  inquiry  be  made.**  He  believed  if 
that  House  did  its  duty,  and  applied  an 
early  remedy  to  the  distress  that  existed, 
old  England  would  yet  right  herself,  but 
if  that  remedy  were  long  delayed,  they 
would  have  occasion  deeply  to  regret  the 
consequence.  It  was,  at  least,  the  TOunden 
duty  of  that  House  to  inquire  into  the 
cause  of  that  distress.  Some  persons  had 
said  that  the  principal  cause  of  the  pres- 
sure on  the  manufacturing  districts  was 
over-speculation  and  over-production.  He 
admitted  that  the  production  in  manufac- 
tures had  for  some  time  past  exceeded  the 
demand,  but  the  distress  was  not  the  con- 
sequence of  that  over-production ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  believed  that  the  over-pro* 
duction  had  been  occasioned  by  the  de- 
pression which  had  weighed  upon  our 
manufacturing  population.  The  people 
were  taxed  far  beyond  their  ability  to  pay, 
and  the  taxes  so  wrung  from  them  were 
expended  in  extravagance  and  waste; 
looking,  then,  at  this  state  of  things,  and 
at  the  distress  and  destitution  which  pre- 
vailed, it  was  only  reasonable  to  expect 
that  if  that  House  refused  to  consider  the 
condition  of  the  peoplci  and  to  apply  a 
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remedy  to  the  eril,  the  result  would  be 
revolution.  He  would  conclude  by  mov- 
ing his  amendment  in  the  terms  he  had 
already  stated. 

Dr.  Bowring  seconded  the  resolution. 
He  thanked  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir 
R.  Peel)  for  his  attention  to  a  case  which 
he  had  had  the  honour  to  call  to  his  no* 
tice,  and  all  he  asked  of  him  and  of  those 
around  him  was  that  the  same  sympathy 
which  had  been  already  eitended  to  the 
sufferings  of  one  might  be  dealt  out  to  the 
sufferings  of  all.  The  poor  might  be  told 
to  wait,  but  waiting  v|as  very  difficult  for 
the  suffering  many.  If  hon.  Members  op- 
posite would  only  consent  to  look  into  the 
condition  of  the  poor,  it  could  not  but  be 
felt  that  they  would  ill  discharge  the  du- 
ties which  they  had  undertaken,  unless 
they  provided  a  remedy  for  their  distresses. 
At  home,  and  abroad,  great  demands 
were  made  on  the  attention  of  the  House. 
At  home,  sufferings  existed  which  could 
not  be  denied.  The  case,  to  which  he 
had  before  alluded,  afforded  ample  proof 
of  this  fact,  for  the  report  of  the  relieving 
officer  was  sufficient  to  establish  it.  He 
said  that  the  pauper  had  applied  for  relief 
three  months  before,  and  he  had  made  in- 
quiries; he  found  that  the  man  was  in 
work,  and  that  be  earned  at  the  rate  of 
3s.  per  head  for  his  family  per  week;  the 
standard  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
guardians  was  2s.  Sc/.,  and  it  was  not  a 
case,  therefore,  for  relief:  no  assistance 
was  given,  and  no  further  application  was 
made  until  a  demand  was  made  for  a 
coffin,  and  for  money  to  pay  the  funeral 
dues.  He  did  not  complain  of  the  con* 
duct  of  the  guardians  on  this  occasion, 
for  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  they 
were  not  cognizant  of  the  facts:  but  he 
begged  the  House  to  bear  in  mind  that 
there  were  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  suffering  beings  whom  the  Poor-law 
did  not  reach,  and  for  whom  the  commis- 
sioners could  find  no  remedy.  There  was 
a  vast  deal  of  solitary  sorrow  associated 
with  honourable  and  high-minded  pride, 
which  suffered  much — ay,  even  to  death, 
before  its  tale  of  misery  was  told.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Liverpool  had 
stated  his  belief  that  the  Corn-laws  were 
not  among  the  prominent  causes  of  the 
distresses  which  existed ;  but  he  had  not 
denied  the  existence  of  those  distresses, 
and  he  bad  not  said  that  the  House  of 
Commons  was  not  called  upon  to  look  into 
their  causes,  and  to  see  whether  they 
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could  not  discover  a  remedy  for  them. 
Connected  with  these  sufferings  there  was 
much  of  political  discontent,  in  which 
there  was  so  much  of  real  grievance,  that 
their  consideration  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary. He  prayed  that  the  people  might 
not  plead  in  vam,  or  their  condition  would 
be  most  painful. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question  that 
the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Committee 
of  Supply  be  read — Ayes  149 ;  Noes  41 : 
Majority  108. 


LUt  of  the  Ayes. 


Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,  J.  Milnet 
Gladstone,  W.  £. 
Gore,  W.  O. 
Goring,  C. 


Arbuthnoti,  hon.  H.  Goulburo,  rt.  hon.  H. 

Ashley,  Lord  Greenall,  P. 

Attwood,  J.  Greene,  T. 

Bagot,  hon.  W.  Grogan,  E. 

Bailey,  J.  Hale,  R.  B. 

Baird,W.  Halford,U. 

Baring,  hon.  W.  B.  Hamilton,  W.  J. 

Barrington,  Viscount  Hamilton,  Lord  C. 

Baskerville,  T.  B.  M.  Harcourt,  G.  G. 

Beckett,  W.  Hardinge,rt.  hn  .Sir  H. 

Borlhwick,  P.  Hardy,  J. 

Boscawen  Lord  Hawkes,  T. 

Bramston,  T.  W.  Henley,  J.  W. 

Broadley,  H.  Henniker,  Lord 

Brooke,  Sir  A.  B.  Herbert,  hon.  S, 

Bruce,  Lord  E.  Hodgson,  R. 

Bruce,  Lord  Hogg,  J.  W. 

Buck,  L.  W.  Hope,  hon.  C. 

Burrell,  Sir  C.  M.  Hope,  G.  W. 

Campbell,  A.  Hornby,  J. 

Canning,  rt.  hn.  Sir  S.  Hoskins,  K. 

Chelsea,  Viscount  Hughes,  W.  B. 

Chetwode,  Sir  J.  Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 

Cholmoudeley,hon.H.  Irton,  S. 

Clayton,  R.  R.  Jermyo,  Earl 

Clerk,  Sir  G.  Johnson,  W.  G. 

Cochrane,  A.  Jolliffe,  Sir  W.  G.  II, 

Cole,  hon.  A,  H.  Jones,  Captain 

Collett,  W.  R.  Ker,  D.  S. 

Cresswell,  C.  Kerrison,  Sir  E. 

Cripps,  W.  Knightley,  Sir  C. 

Dawney,  hon.  W.  H.  Law,  hon.  C.  E. 

Dickinson,  F.  H.  Le^h,  G.  C. 

Douglas,  Sir  C.  E.  Leicester,  Earl  of 

Douglas,  J.  D.  S.  Lindsay,  II.  H. 

Dowdeswell,  W.  Litton,  E. 

Duffield,  T.  Mackenzie,  W.  F. 

Dugdale,  W.  S.  Mac  Geachy,  P.  A. 

Escott,  B.  Manners,  Lord  J. 

Estcourt,  T.  G.  B.  March,  Earl  of 

Ferrand,  W.  B.  Marsham,  Viscount 

Filmer,  Sir  E.  Martin,  C.  W. 

Fitzroy,  Captain  Masterman,  J. 

Fleming,  J.  W.  Maunsell,  T.  P. 

Forbes,  W.  Miles,  P.  W.  S. 

Forman,  T,  S.  Miles,  W.  t 
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MilDes,  R.  M. 
Morgan,  O. 
Murray,  C.  R.  S. 
Neville,  R. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
Owen,  Sir  J. 
Packe,  C.  W. 
Palmer,  R. 
Peel,  rt,  bon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Pemberton,  T. 
Planta,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Reade,  W.  M. 
Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 
Rolleston,  Colonel 
Rose,  rt.  bon.  Sir  G. 
Round,  C.  G. 
Round,  J. 

Rushbrooke,  Colonel 
Kns^ell,  C. 
Sandon,  Viscount 
Scarlett,  bon.  R.  C. 
Scott,  bon.  F. 

List  of 
Aglionby,  H.  A. 
Aldaro,  W. 
Brotberton,  J. 
Cave,  hon.  R.  O. 
Cobden,  R. 
Collins,  W. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Dawson,  bon.  T.  V. 
Ebtington,  Viscount 
Ellis,  W. 

Fleetwood,  Sir  P.  H. 
Fox,  C.  R. 
Gill,  T. 

Gore,  bn.  Captain 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Harford,  S. 
Harris,  J.  Q. 
Hindley,  C. 
Howard,  Sir  R. 
Jardine,  W. 
Jervis,  J. 

Larpent,  Sir  G.  de  H. 
Mitcbell,  T.  A. 


Sibtborp,  Colonel 
Smith,  A. 
Smyth,  Sir  G. 
Smyth e,  bon.  G. 
Stewart,  J. 
Stuart,  H. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
Tennent,  J.  £. 
Tbesiger,  F. 
ToUemache,  J. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trevor,  bon.  G.  R. 
Tyrell,  Sir  J.  T. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B, 
Villiers,  Viscount 
Vivian,  J.  E. 
Waddington,  H.  S. 
Wigram,  J. 
Wood,  Colonel  T. 
Wortley,bon.  J.  S. 
Wyndham,  Colonel 

TELLERS. 

Freemantle,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  H. 

the  NoEB. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
O'Connell,  M.  J. 
Parker,  J. 
Pechell,  Captain 
Plumridge,  Captain 
Ponsonby,  bn.  C.  P. 

A.C. 
Rawdon,  Colonel 
Rennie,  G. 
Stansaeld,  W.  R.  C. 
Tbornely,  T, 
Tufnell,  H. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Villiers,  bn.  C-  P. 
Wakley,  T. 
Ward,  H.  G. 
Wigney,  I.  N. 
Williams,  W. 
Yorke,  H.  R. 

TELLERS. 

Fielden,  J. 
Bowring,  Dr. 


Order  of  the  Day  read. 

Supply  —  Miscellaveous  Esti- 
mates.] Mr.  W,  ^ti//tafiM  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Geotleman  would  notpress  the  motion 
for  going  into  committee  of  supply  at  that 
late  hour.  It  had  been  the  custom  under 
the  late  Government  to  oppose  all  votes 
after  twelve,  and  if  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man now  persisted  in  the  motion,  he  (Mr. 
W^illiams)  would  feel  it  necessary  to  make 
a  few  observations  before  the  Speaker  left 
the  chair. 

Sir  R,  Peel  was  far  from  wishing  to 
oppose  the  wishes  of  the  Houfe,  but  he 
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hoped  that  there  would  not  be  any  objec- 
tion to  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair,  in 
order  that  he  might  propose  a  Gentleman 
as  chairman  of  Committees  of  Ways  and 
Means  and  of  private  bills. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  his  objection  ap- 
plied to  items  of  the  estimates,  and  he 
should  not,  therefore,  offer  any  opposi- 
tion  to  the  wish  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. 

The  House  to  go  into  Committee  of 
Supply. 

Sir  jR.  Peel  said,  that  it  appeared  to 
him  to  be  desirable  to  adhere  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House  in  appointing  a  Gentle- 
man to  be  chairman  of  committees  of 
ways  and  means  who  should  also  have  the 
charge  of  attending  to  unopposed  private 
bills.  In  the  selection  of  the  Gentleman 
he  was  about  to  propose  to  the  House,  he 
had  been  mainly  guided  by  a  consider- 
ation of  the  time  which  he  had  devoted  to 
the  private  business  of  the  House,  and  he 
had  also  proposed  to  that  Gentleman  to 
take,  in  addition,  the  charge  of  com- 
mittees on  public  business,  should  it  be 
the  pleasure  of  the  House  instead  of 
Members  being  indiscriminately  called 
upon  to  take  the  chair  on  public  bills. 
To  that  arrangement  the  Gentleman 
to  whom  he  referred  bad  agreed;  he 
therefore  proposed  Mr.  Greene  as  chair- 
man of  committees  of  ways  and  means, 
and  he  moved  that  that  hon.  Gentleman 
do  lake  the  chair* 

Mr.  Greene  (having  taken  the  chair) 
thanked  the  right  bon.  Baronet  for  having 
proposed  him.  At  the  same  time  he  must 
beg  the  indulgence  of  the  House  if,  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
he  found  some  difficulty.  He  felt  an 
additional  difficulty  in  consequence  of 
the  efficient  manner  in  which  the  duties 
of  the  office  had  for  some  years  past  been 
discharged.  He  had  also  to  beg  the 
assistance  of  the  House  in  preserving  the 
order  necessary  in  conducting  the  business 
as  Gentlemen  must  be  aware,  that  from 
the  very  nature  of  the  business  in  com- 
mittee, it  was  inOnitely  more  difficult  to 
preserve  order,  than  when  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  House  were  conducted  in 
more  solemn  form,  with  the  Speaker  in 
the  Chair.  In  conclusion,  he  could  only 
say,  that  he  should  endeavour  to  follow 
the  example  of  his  predecessor,  in  the 
care^  zeal,  and  assiduity  with  which  he 
would  discbarge  the  duties  of  the  office, 
that  had  been  conferred  upon  him. 
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Sir  R.  Peel  said,  he  should  propose  the 
first  vote,  aod  then  movei  that  the  Chair- 
man do  report  prog;res8. 

Sir  G.  CUrkf  then  mofed  that  the  sum 
of  1  iH,l  17/.  be  granted  to  her  Majesty  to 
complete  the  charge  of  the  commissariat 
department  to  the  Slst  March,  1842. 

Mr.  W.  Willums  objected  tp  the  vote 
as  being  extravagant,  and  exceeding  any 
that  had  been  proposed  during  the  last 
twenty  years.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  agreed  to  take  the  estimates  as  pre- 
pared by  the  late  Government ;  but,  look- 
ing to  the  dilapidated  state  of  the  finances, 
as  represented  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, he  (Mr.  Williams)  thought  it  was 
necessarv,  that  they  should  look  to  those 
points  of  expenditure  in  which  they  could 
effect  reductions.  The  Miscellaneous  Es- 
timates for  the  present  year  amounted  to 
2,898,000/.,  those  for  1830  to  only 
2,150,000iL,  making  a  clear  increase  of 
748,000/.  upon  the  present  year.  He 
would  have  liked  to  see  the  present  Go- 
vernment commencing  their  first  money 
votes  by  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  eca. 
nomy,  though  he  was  very  sorry  to  say, 
looking  back  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
last  ten  years,  that  the  late  Government 
had  not  afforded  them  the  example  which 
he  wished  them  to  follow.  Had  that  Go- 
vernment practised  economy,  and  adopted 
those  reductions  which  had  been  recom- 
mended in  that  House,  he  doubted  very 
much  whether  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  occupy  their  present  positions. 

Vote  agreed  to,  as  also  a  vote  of  26,000/. 
for  the  half-pay  pensions  and  allowances 
of  the  Commissariat  Department. 

Sir  Oeorge  Clerk  then  proposed  a  TOte 
of  54,000/.  to  complete  the  expenditure 
consequent  on  the  late  insurrection  in 
Canada. 

Mr.  Jerzig  suggested  the  propriety  of 
postponing  the  votes  for  the  Miscellaneous 
Estimates  until  a'future  day,  as,  no  doubt, 
many  hon.  Gentlemen  had  observations  to 
Hiake  with  respect  to  several  of  them. 

Vote  postponed. 

House  resumed.  — Committee  to  sit 
again. 

Admikistration  of  Justice.]  On 
the  motion  of  Sir  G.  Clerk,  that  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Justice  Bill  be  read  a  se- 
cond time. 

The  Speaker  said,  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  there  were  certain  dauses  in  this  bill 
affecting  the  privileges  of  the  House.    It  ^ 


would,  therefore,  be  a  matter  for  consider* 
ation  whether  the  bill  should  be  proceeded 
with. 

Sir  R,  Peel  observed,  that  under  the 
circumstance  of  money  clauses  being  con- 
tained in  the  bill,  the  measure  no  doubt 
ought  to  be  postponed.  At  the  same  time, 
he  trusted,  tnat  the  House  of  Lords  would 
adopt  a  new  bill,  founded  on  the  present 
one,  when  sent  up  from  that  House.  He 
moved,  that  the  bill  be  put  off  for  six 
months. 

The  second  reading  put   off  for 
months. 

The  House  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF   LORDS, 

Monday  f  September  20,  1841. 

The  Slave  Trade.]  Lord  Brougham 
said,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  petition  to 
which  he  would  beg  to  call  the  earnest 
attention  of  the  House,  as  it  related  to  a 
subject  of  the  deepest  importance.  It  was 
from  the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery 
Society,  by  whose  chairman  it  was  signed ; 
but  thoueh,  according  to  the  forms  of 
their  Lordships'  House,  it  must  be  taken 
only  as  the  petition  of  the  individual  who 
signed  it,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  it 
spoke  the  sentiments  of  the  very  respect- 
able body  from  whom  it  came.  After  all 
the  laws  which  had  been  passed  in  this 
and  in  manv  foreign  countries  for  putting 
down  the  Slave-trade,  it  was  greatly  to  be 
regretted  that  British  capital  and  British 
skill  were  still  found  engaged  in  that  in- 
fernal traffic.  The  petitioners  stated,  that 
several  British  mining  companies  were 
established  in  the  Brazils  and  Cuba,  that 
these  mines  were  ?rorked  chiefly  by  slaves, 
and  that  British  capital  was  employed  by 
British  subjects  in  the  purchase  of  newly 
imported  slaves  from  Africa,  to  supply  the 
waste  and  mortality  and  other  exigencies 
connected  with  those  mines.  Now,  though 
it  might  be  lawful  for  the  subjects  of  some 
foreign  countries  to  embark  in  the  Slave- 
trade  in  those  countries,  it  was  not  so  with 
British  subjects;  for,  no  matter  whether 
the  trading  in  slaves  in  some  foreign  coun- 
tries was  illegal  or  not,  if  a  British  subject 
was  proved  to  have  been  engaged  in  carry- 
ing on  the  Slave-trade  in  such  countries 
he  would  be  liable  to  be  tried  and  con- 
victed as  a  felon  and  a  pirate,  and  to  sen- 
tence of  transportation  for  life,  as  the  law 
now  stood ;  but  as  it  stood  a  few  sessions 
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Iwek  he  would  be  liable  to  the  punishment 
of  deaths  Tbe  •question  then  would  arise, 
whether  it  would  according  to  our  law  be 
eontidered  a  trading  in  slaves,  to  purchase 
newly-imported  negroes  from  Africa?  On 
that  point  there  could  be  no  manner  of 
doubt  that  the  British  subject  so  employ- 
ing his  capital  would  subject  himself  on 
conviction  to  the  penalty  of  transportation 
for  life.  The  petitioners  further  complained 
that  officers  belonging  to  the  British  army 
and  navy  held  appointments  under  the 
companies  to  which  he  had  referred.  They 
also  stated,  that  British  banking  companies 
had  been  formed  in  those  countries  where 
the  dealing  in  African  slaves  was  carried 
on,  and  that  these  banking  companies 
were  the  consignees  of  goods  from  British 
merchants,  which  goods  they  must  know 
were  used  and  could  be  used  only  as  bar- 
ter in  the  purchase  of  slaves.  He  did  not 
mean  to  assert  that  those  banking  com- 
panies, or  the  consignees  of  British  goods, 
even  though  they  well  knew  the  purposes 
to  which  they  were  to  be  applied,  were,  as 
the  laws  now  stood,  acting  illegally,  but 
according  to  the  statement  of  the  petition- 
ers some  of  those  parties  went  a  step  fur- 
ther— a  step  which,  in  his  mind,  left  no 
doubt  that  they  were  acting  in  direct  vio- 
lation, not  only  of  the  spirit,  but  also  of 
the  letter  of  the  law  passed  in  this  country 
for  putting  down  the  traffic  in  slaves,  for 
it  appeared  that  they  did  not  dispose  of 
the  consigned  goods  at  a  price,  but  that  it 
was  a  condition  of  the  sale  that  the  price 
was  to  be  a  share  to  a  certain  extent  in 
the  profits  which  were  to  be  made  from 
the  dealing  in  slaves.  Now  it  was  quite 
clear  that  this  was  illegal,  and  subjected 
all  the  British  subjects  engaged  in  it  to 
the  penalties  he  had  mentioned.  He  did 
not  state,  that  there  was  direct  evidence  of 
tliis  as  against  the  merchants  and  com- 
panies referred  to,  but  in  a  report  made 
bycommissioners  sent  out  to  the  African 
coast  it  was  stated,  that  goods  sent  to  that 
coast  were  not  paid  for  at  a  fixed  price, 
but  that  the  sale  was  made  on  a  condition 
that  the  vendors  of  the  goods  should  share 
in  the  profits  of  the  Slave-trade.  Such  a 
dealing  was  no  doubt  against  the  spirit  of 
our  laws  against  slave- trading,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  treated  as  felony  and 

f>iracy.  The  petitioners  also  stated,  that 
arge  consignments  were  sent  out  of  fet- 
ters and  shackles  to  the  Brazils  and  to 
Cuba,  the  parties  sending  them  well  know- 
ing the  use»  to  which  they  were  to  be  ap- 
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plied.  He  did  not  say,  that  as  the  law 
against  slave-dealing  now  stood  such  trad- 
ing as  this  came  within  its  prohibitions, 
but  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the  law 
required  amendments,  so  as  to  bring  such 
practices  within  its  reach.  The  petitioners 
went  on  to  say,  that  vessels  were  being 
built  in  this  country  which,  from  their 
structure  and  internal  arrangement,  could 
leave  no  doubt  that  they  were  intended 
(or  the  Slave-trade.  One  vessel  was  now 
nearly  completed  in  one  of  our  best  har- 
bours, which  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Havan- 
nah,  and  no  doubt  thence  to  the  coast  of 
Africa.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
petitioners  prayed  their  Lordships  to  ex- 
tend the  provisions  of  the  5th  of  George 
4th,  to  such  dealings  in  slaves  as  they  had 
described,  and  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  whole  of  the  allegations 
of  the  petitioners.  He  would  earnestly 
urge  their  Lordships  to  comply  with  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners,  which  sought  for 
inquiry.  He  hoped  his  noble  Friend  at 
the  head  of  £he  Board  of  Trade,  would 
have  no  objection  to  the  production  of  the 
report  of  Dr.  Madden,  which  contained 
some  important  facts  as  to  the  state  of 
slave  trading  on  the  western  coast  of 
Africa. 

The  Earl  of  Ripon  said,  that  the  report 
referred  to  by  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
was  not  addressed  to  the  department  over 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  preside.  It 
was  addressed  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
State,  and  as  it  was  not  in  his  office  he 
was  not  prepared  to  say  whether  it  was  a 
document  which  he  could  lay  before  the 
House.  He  would,  however,  make  in- 
quiry on  the  subject.  As  to  the  other 
part  of  the  prayer  of  the  petition  for  in- 
quiry, he  thought  if  it  could  be  shown 
that  any  British  subjects  were  engaged  in 
that  degrading  traffic  it  would  be  a  ground 
for  the  interference  of  Parliament.  If  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  was  prepared  to 
show  that,  in  a  moral  point  of  view,  British 
subjects  were  implicated  in  that  odious 
traffic,  it  would  form  a  ground  for  inquiry. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  that  the  document 
to  which  he  alluded  had  been  addressed 
to  Lord  John  Russell.  As  to  the  remark 
of  his  noble  Friend  about  the  proof  of  the 
statements  of  the  petition,  he  begged  to 
be  understood  as  not  at  all  pledging  him- 
self for  the  proof  of  any  one  of  them.  He 
spoke  on  the  assumption  that  the  petitioa« 
ers  could  prove  their  own  statements. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table.    ^^.^ 
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New  Houses  of  Parliamekt — Ven- 
tilation.] The  Duke  of  Wellington  laid 
(by  command)  on  the  Table  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  late  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  the  Commis- 
Bioners  of  Woods  and  Forests,  on  a  report 
of  the  architect  of  the  new  Houses  of  Par- 
liament relating  to  their  warming  and  ven- 
tilation, and  also  to  rendering  them  fire- 
proof. The  noble  Duke  observed,  that  it 
was  desirable  thai  this  report  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  without  delay,  by 
committees  of  both  Houses.  He  would  pro* 
pose  a  similar  course  to  that  adopted  last 
year,  when  the  subject  was  considered  by 
the  joint  committees.  He  would  therefore 
move,  "That  the  Report  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee.'' — Committee  appointed. 

Local  Courts.]  Lord  Codenham  ob- 
served, that  it  might  be  convenient  to  the 
House  if  he  at  once  stated  the  course 
which  he  intended  to  pursue  with  regard 
to  those  bills,  relating  to  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  which  he  had  laid  on  the 
Table  at  the  commencement  of  the  Ses- 
sion. He  did  not  suppose  that  it  would 
be  possible  before  the  close  of  the  Session 
to  obtain  sufficient  time  to  give  them  that 
ample  consideration  which  their  import- 
ance required ;  he  should  therefore  with- 
draw them  for  the  present  Session.  He 
was  anxious,  however,  to  ensure  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  subject  matter  of 
these  bills,  and  more  especially  that  of  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend  on  the  Wool- 
sack, so  that  these  measures  might — if  the 
principle  was  adopted  by  the  House — be 
carried  out  as  completely  as  possible.  The 
chief  object  of  these  bills  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  courts  with  local  jurisdiction 
throughout  the  country,  not  only  for  the 
recovery  of  small  debts,  but  also  for  the 
trial  of  questions  connected  with  property 
to  a  certain  amount.  He  conceived  that 
the  greatest  possible  public  benefit  would 
be  derived  from  the  establishment  of  these 
courts,  which  also  might  be  constituted  in 
such  a  way  as  to  be  most  useful  for  seve- 
ral legal  purposes.  For  instance,  in  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Court  of  Chancery  it  was 
necessary  very  often  to  institute  inquiries 
in  the  country  which  at  present  were  con- 
ducted in  a  way  not  the  most  satisfactory, 
jand  which  at  the  same  time  were  attended 
with  very  great  expense.  Now,  these 
courts  might  be  rendered  most  useful  in 
investigations  of  this  nature.  Again^  the 
greatest  advantages  had  resulted  from  the 


constitution  of  the  present  Court  of  Bank- 
ruptcy in  London,  and  many  of  the  ad-» 
vantages  which  were  experienced  in  tba 
metropolis  from  this  court  might  be  ex-^ 
tended  to  the  country,  by  giving  to  those 
local  courts  some  of  the  powers  now  exer« 
cised  by  the  Bankruptcy  Court.  Jurisdic- 
tion  also  in  inquiries  in  lunacy  cases  might 
safely  be  entrusted  to  these  courts.  He 
also  proposed  that  the  judges  of  these 
courts  should  have  power  of  hearing  and 
determining  in  insolvent  cases.  Another 
provision  of  the  measures  which  be  had 
prepared  was  to  unite  the  Insolvent  Court 
and  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy.  The  latter, 
as  regarded  the  Court  of  Review,  had 
hardly  any  business,  while  the  Insolvent 
Court  was  overpressed.  The  House  was 
aware  that  there  had  been  a  great  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  judges  in  the  Court 
of  Review.  The  number  of  judges  in  thai 
court  constituted  by  the  Bankruptcy  Act 
was  five ;  one  vacancy  had  occurred  which 
had  not  been  filled  up,  and  he  (Lord 
Cottenham),  during  the  period  in  which 
he  had  the  honour  of  holding  the  seala^ 
bad  transferred  two  of  the  other  judges  of 
this  court  to  other  judicial  offices,  where 
their  services  were  required.  Under  these 
circumstances  there  was  only  one  judge  in 
the  Court  of  Review,  while  the  business 
was  not  sufficient  to  occupy  his  time.  He 
had  already  stated,  that  the  pressure  of 
business  was  very  great  in  the  Insolvent 
Court,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
time  of  the  judges  of  that  court  was  taken 
up  in  the  circuits.  Now,  if  the  local  courts 
had  jurisdiction  in  insolvency,  it  would 
greatly  relieve  the  Insolvent  Court  in 
London.  It  would  be  in  the  recollection 
of  many  noble  Lords,  that  he  had  ap- 
pointed a  commission  composed  of  a  num- 
ber of  Gentlemen  engaged  in  various 
branches  of  trade,  as  well  as  in  other 
pursuits.  These  commissioners  had  made 
a  report,  which  was  a  very  valuable 
document,  and  many  of  the  recommenda- 
tions in  it  he  had  embodied  in  these  bills. 
He  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  bring  auder 
the  consideration  of  the  House  the  results 
of  the  investigation  of  these  gentlemeo, 
and  he  trusted  that  noble  Lords  during 
tlie  recess  would  turn  their  attention  to 
the  report  he  had  alluded  to,  as  well  as  to 
other  documents  on  the  subject,  with  the 
view  to  the  full  consideration  of  these 
bills,  or  others  having  a  similar  objectin 
view.  He  would  only  further  add,  that 
he  should  not  at  present  press  these  bills. 


ftl3         Siat^  qf  the  Country 


{Sbpt.  20} 


(Ireland). 


614 


but  should  bring  them  forward  at  an  early 
period  next  Session. 

Bills  put  oSiine  <ft6.— Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Monday^  September  20,  1841. 

llrifUTn.1  New  Meinben.  Shr  J«mes  Graham,  fbr  Dor- 
diattfi  Sir  Jdm  Mi«hoQ,  for  Cardiff. 

BUb.  RmiI  first  tiniei^AdministrBtion  of  Justice  (No.  S). 
->Read  second  time:— Royal  Gardens ;  Frogmore  Lodge; 
Lnnaties. 

PetUfciiia  pmnted.  By  Mr.  Plumptre.  ftiom  various 
places  in  Kent.  Nottingham,  and  Monmouthshire,  against 
the  Grant  to  Maynooth. — By  Dr.  Bowring,  from  Dublin, 
for  the  Restoration  of  the  Rajah  of  Sattara.— By  Mr. 
Cobden.  ftom  Abbigdoo.  and  Milton  Abbott,  for  the  Re- 
peal of  the  Corn-laws. — By  Sir  R.  IngUs,  f^om  Adam 
Murray,  to  prevent  loss  ftom  the  DefUcation  of  an  Offl- 
cial  Aarignee.— By  Mr.  WaUey,  firom  a  Property  Tax 
Assoeiatkm,  for  a  Tax  on  Property. 

Church  Extension.]  On  ibe  Order 
of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself 
Into  a  Committee  of  Supply  being  read, 

Mr.  Hawes  begged  to  ask  a  question  of 
the  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Oxford,  whether  it  was  his 
intention  to  renew  this  Session,  or  next 
Session,  the  motion  which  he  made  last 
Sc>8sion  of  Parliament  for  an  address  to 
the  Crown,  praying  for  some  provision  for 
church  extension. 

Sir  R,  H.  Inglit  said,  that  it  was  not 
his  intention  in  the  course  of  the  present 
Session  to  renew  the  motion  for  church 
extension,  of  which  he  had  pven  notice 
last  Session  of  Parliament.  \Vith  respect 
to  any  motion  which  might  be  made  in 
another  Session  of  Parliament,  it  was  suf- 
ficient for  him  to  postpone  any  answer, 
Tind  request  the  House  to  postpone  requir- 
ing ft  tin  that  Session  arrived. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Vacatioh  of  Seats.]  Mr.  Tufnell 
Having  heard  that  the  right  hon.  Genile- 
man,the  Member  for  RipoB,had  accepted 
4be  office  of  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
he  wished  to  know  the  reason  why  a  new 
writ  had  not  been  moved  for  for  Ripon. 

Sir  B.  Suyden  said,  those  measures  were 
not  completed  which  would  displace  the 
former  officers. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  no  change  whatever 
had  as  yet  been  made.  It  was  the  inten- 
tion that  the  appointment  alluded  to  by 
Mr.  Tufhell  should  be  made,  but  the  cere- 
mony even  of  kissing  hands  had  not  yet 
taken  place. 

State  OF  theCountry. — Ireland.] 
Mr.  Otway  Cave  said|  I  rise.  Sir,  in  the 
iirst  place,  to  enter,  before  you  leave  the 


chair,  my  humble  protest  against  the  course 
which  the  majority  of  this  House,  under 
the  guidance  of  the  right  bon.  Baron  op- 
posite, has  thought  proper  to  pursue  with 
regard  to  the  postponement  of  the  great 
question  of  the  Corn-laws;  and  I  fear  and 
lament  that  that  course  will  be  considered 
by  the  people  of  this  country  to  be  marked 
by  inhumanity,  iaipolicy,  and  gross  incon- 
sistency. The  noble  Duke,  who  is  the 
organ  of  the  Government  in  the  other 
House,  has  told  us  that  every  poor  man  in 
England  can  obtain  a  competency  if  he  be 
sober  and  industrious.  My  noble  Friend, 
the  Member  for  Liverpool,  has  said,  that 
the  distress  of  the  working  classes  is  not 
connected  with  the  Corn-laws.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Dorchester, 
says,  '*  He  who  lays  the  axe  to  the  root 
of  protection — who,  by  forced  enactments, 
would  decree,  that  diminished  produce 
should  not  be  compensated  by  high  price 
— would  depreciate  native  industry  and 
prove  fatal  to  tbe  agricultural  interest." 
So,  then,  Sir,  there  is  a  class  in  this  coun- 
try—a class  assuming  to  rule  and  to  feed 
us — who  declare  that  whenever  they  fail 
in  the  discharge  of  these  giant  functions, 
of  this  ^self-imposed  and  awful  responsibi- 
lity, the  consequences  of  their  failure  shall 
fall,  not  on  their  pockets,  but  on  the  na- 
tion's life ;  that  if  corn  be  dear  and  scarce, 
dear  and  scarce  it  shall  remain ;  and  that 
at  any  sacrifice  of  human  life,  at  any  in- 
crease of  crime  and  misery,  high  rents  and 
high  pi  ices  must  be  kept  up  ;  and  then 
last,  and  not  least,  comes  the  right  hoiu 
Baronet,  the  head  of  the  Administration, 
and  shuts  the  doors  of  this  House  in  the 
face  of  a  starving  population,  telling  them 
that  five  months'  hence  he  will  take  their 
case  into  consideration.  I  should  be  sorry 
to  use  too  strong  language,  or  I  should 
say,  in  the  words  of  my  bon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  Finsbury,  that  such  language 
and  such  treatment  are  "  enough  to  drive 
the  working-classes  mad."  I  think  the 
course  pursued  by  this  House  impolitic, 
because  it  teaches  the  sufiering  classes  to 
look  for  redress  to  other  quarters  than  this 
House;  and  when  their  complaints  are 
silenced — not  by  argument,  but  by  mere 
numerical  majority — it  makes  them  re- 
member, that  though  we  may  have  a  nume- 
rical superiority  here,  they  have  a  greater 
majority  elsewhere.  For  the  inconsistency 
of  tbe  party  opposite  I  have  only  to  refer 
to  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  Member  for  Tamworth,  in  April  last, 
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when  the  measures  were  announced  that 
were  to  be  contained  in  the  budget ;  the 
delay  of  a  month  on  such  a  question  as 
the  Corn-laws  was  then  pronounced  by 
that  right  hon.  Gentleman  an  intolerable 
evil ;  four  months  had  elapsed  since  that 
time,  and  yet  he  now  proposes  lo  postpone 
it  for  five  months  longer.  These  facts  will 
not  be  lost  upon  the  country.  Already  the 
new  Tory  alliance  totters.  The  Chartists 
are  beginning  to  be  sorry  for  the  victory 
they  have  helped  the  Conservative  party 
to  achieve.  It  is  hazardous  to  deal  in 
political  predictions,  but  I  do  believe,  that 
before  the  winter  is  over,  the  middle  and 
working  classes  will  make  common  cause 
for  the  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws.  They  will 
join  with  those  who  are  in  reality  their 
natural  friends  and  protectors,  and  it  will 
be  impossible  for  the  present  Government 
to  resist  such  a  combination.  Drowning 
men,  it  is  said,  "  will  catch  at  straws"  and 
whatever  may  be  said  to  the  contrary,  I 
believe  that  an  impression  prevailed  at  the 
late  elections  in  England  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  possessed  of  some  pecu- 
liar statecraft,  some  political  panacea 
which  would  cure,  or  at  least  alleviate  the 
evils  of  the  country;  this  impression  was 
strengthened  by  language  held  subse- 
quently by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  in 
which  he  said,  that  if  rival  practitioners 
were  dismissed,  and  if  he  were  regularly 
*'  called  in,''  he  might  give  some  salutary 
advice.  His  terms  have  now  been  com- 
plied with,  however  the  reverse  of  gene- 
rous ;  he  has  been  regularly  called  in  •  in 
his  own  classical  language,  ne  has  *'  pock- 
eted his  fee,*'  and,  in  proportion  to  the 
hopes  and  the  expectations  that  have  been 
raised  will  be,  as  I  think  and  fear,  the 
anger  and  disappointment  that  will  ensue. 
Then  will  a  reaction  in  reality  take  place 
• — ^then  will  the  working  classes  regret  that 
they  have  changed  King  Log  for  King 
Stork,  and  that,  instead  of  lukewarm 
friends,  or  neutrals,  they  will  find  that 
they  have  powerful  and  nncomprising  op« 
ponents.  That  no  such  disappointment 
may  take  place,  I  most  devoutly  wish,  and 
if  any  real  remedy  be  devised  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  for  the  evils  of  the  State,  I, 
as  an  independent  Member,  will  give  him 
my  humble  support.  But  there  is  ano- 
ther subject  to  which  I  must  now  call 
his  attention,  and  I  have  a  question  to 
ask  to  which,  I  trust,  he  will  give  an  ex- 
plicit answer :  does  he  or  does  he  not  in- 
tend to  bring  forward  Lord  Stanley's  Irish 


Registration  Bill?  He  stated  on  Friday 
last,  that  his  difficulties  with  respect  to 
Ireland  were  removed ;  and  moch  as  I 
regret  to  differ  from  the  noble  Lord  who 
sits  beside  me,  I  must  say,  that  I  cannot 
participate  in  the  confidence,  that  he  ex- 
pressed in  the  present  Cabinet,  as  regarded 
Ireland.  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  of  the 
amiable  characters  and  excellent  disposi- 
tions of  Lords  De  Grey  and  Eliot ;  but  if 
they  had  the  highest  abilities  and  best  dis- 
positions in  the  world,  they  would  be 
obliged  to  act  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Cabinet  at  home  ;  and  when 
I  see,  that  the  high  places  in  that  Cabinet 
are  filled  by  the  present  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  by  the  Members  for  Dorchester  and 
North  Lancashire,  who  hate  Irish  liberty 
with  a  perfect  hatred,  and  who  have  given 
us  no  reason  to  suspect  their  change  of 
opinion,  and  whom,  if  I  believe  to  be  sin- 
cere, I  must  also,  therefore,  believe  to  be 
most  hostile  to  Ireland ;  I  say,  that  seeing 
this,  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the  fact, 
that  they  will  not  have  the  power,  al- 
though they  may  have  the  wish,  to  benefit 
that  most  unfortunate  country.  I  fear, 
also,  that  the  Irish  themselves  will  see  in 
these  appointments  only  another  proof  of 
the  contempt  in  which  they  think  they  are 
held  by  England,  and  that  Ireland  is  only 
thought  fit  for  an  '*  experimentum  in  cor* 
pore  vUi/*  when  they  hear  that  two  of  the 
most  unpractised  of  our  statesmen  are  sent 
to  try  their  **  'prentice  hands"  upon  her. 
Unless,  therefore,  I  receive  a  plain  and 
satisfactory  answer  to  the  question  which 
it  is  my  duty  to  put  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, I  venture  to  tell  him  that  ngitatioo 
will  begin  in  the  sister  kingdom  in  a  way 
that  will  cause  no  slight  embarrassment 
to  his  Government.  There  are  many 
wrongs  and  grievances  yet  unredressed — 
the  tithe  question,  though  some  may  think 
it  settled,  is  not  dead,  but  sleeping,  and 
the  people  in  that  country  have  been 
taught  to  know,  not  only  their  rights,  but 
how  to  obtain  them  constitutionally.  They 
well  know  the  evils  of  agitation,  but  they 
think  them  preferable  to  the  still  greater 
evils  of  oppression  ;  and  I  beg  of  this 
House  to  consider  for  a  moment  the  hard 
dilemma  in  which  so  often  they  place  the 
Irish  people.  If  they  make  no  strong  op- 
position to  their  grievances,  then  they  are 
told,  that  the  quiet  state  they  are  in  is  a 
proof  that  no  real  grievances  exist,  or  that 
they  exist  only  in  the  imagination  of  their 
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fluch  demonstrations  as  cannot  be  mistaken 
then  they  are  told,  forsooth,  as  I  myself 
have  beard  them  told  in  this  House,  that 
their  very  resistance  disqualifies  them  for 
redress,  and  that  "  we  will  not  grant  to 
clamour  what  we  denied  to  justice.** 
There  is,  however,  another  contingency  to 
be  cont«mplated,although  thevery  thought 
of  it  makes  me  blush,  as  an  Enghnhman  ; 
it  may  be,  that  the  boast  of  the  party  op- 
posite will  be  realised — that  England  will 
fall  in  love  with  Toryism,  as  they  assert, 
and  holding  out  her  hands  for  the  fetters, 
be  base  enough  to  ask  to  have  masters  ; 
and,  in  that  case,  I  tell  this  House,  and 
through  this  House,  the  country,  that  to 
any  such  infamy  as  this,  Ireland  will  not 
be  a  party.  So  long  as  you  continue  to 
advance  in  civil  and  religious  liberty  at 
home,  so  long  as  you  promote  the  bless- 
ings of  free  institutions  abroad — pursuing 
that  course  of  foreign  policy  which  has 
won  for  the  late  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs  the  reluctant  admiration  of  even 
political  opponents;  above  all,  if  you  give 
to  Ireland  every  right  and  privilege  that 
you  claim  for  yourselves ;  so  long  will  you 
fulfil  the  true  conditions  of  the  connection 
Ireland  will  derive  advantage  from,  and 
be  proud  of  it,  and  both  countries  will  be 
eternally  benefited.  But  if  you  choose  to 
descend  to  the  rank  of  a  second-rate 
power  in  Europe;  if,  after  degrading 
yourselves  at  home  and  abroad,  you  at- 
tempt to  impose  upon  Ireland  the  evils  of 
your  own  political  vices  and  degeneracy, 
then  will  she  fling  at  once  her  parchment 
union  to  the  winds,  and  be  justified  be- 
fore Ood  and  man  in  hoisting  the  stand- 
ard of  repeal ;  for  anything  will  be  better 
for  her  than  Tory-Orange  domination.  I 
trust,  that  Ireland  will  be  saved  the  ne- 
cessity of  any  such  step  as  this,  and  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  will  take  this  humble 
admonition  on  my  part  in  the  same  spirit 
in  which  it  is  given,  and  that  by  declaring 
that  he  will  give  up  the  late  Irish  Regis- 
tration Bill  ("for  which  the  newspapers 
and  election  petitions  of  his  party  appear 
to  wish  to  pave  the  way,  by  every  species 
of  enormous  fiction),  he  will  allay  the  fears 
and  suspicions  on  this  subject,  of  such  vital 
importance  to  the  interest  of  Ireland. 

Sir  Rt  Peel  rose,  he  said,  to  answer  the 
question  which  had  been  put  to  him  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman.  He  certainly  did 
not  intend  to  bring  forward  the  identical 
bill  that  had  been  introduced  in  the  last 
Session  by  his  noble  Friend  (Lord  Stan- 
ley) ;  but  in  concert  with  hit  noble  Friend 


and  the  House  generally  he  should  be  ex- 
ceedingly glad  to  correct  such  errorn  as 
notoriously  existed  in  the  system  of  Irish 
registration.  He  should,  at  the  same  time, 
be  exceedingly  unwilling,  in  attempting  to 
correct  those  errors,  that  the  franchise 
which  it  was  intended  to  confer  upon  that 
part  of  the  united  empire  under  the  Reform 
Bill,  should  suffer  any  limitation.  It 
should  be  his  endeavour,  therefore,  to  re- 
concile these  two  objects — as  he  was  sure 
it  had  been  the  aim  and  intention  of  his 
noble  Friend— that  was  to  say,  the  cor- 
rection of  admitted  abuses  in  the  mode  of 
registration,  with  the  preservation  either 
of  the  same  franchise,  or  a  franchise  to  a 
similar  extent  as  that  conferred  upon  the 
people  of  Ireland  by  the  Reform  Bill. 
He  had  no  immediate  intention  of  bring- 
ing forward  any  measure  on  the  subject ; 
but  he  did  intend  taking  the  matth  into 
consideration  in  conjunction  with  is  no- 
ble Friend,  and  when  their  measure  should 
be  brought  forward,  he  thought  it  would 
be  found  to  have  been  framed  with  a  stu- 
dious endeavour  to  reconcile  the  two  ob« 
jects  to  which  he  had  referred. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Boards  of  Ordnance  and  Admi- 
RALTY.3  Sir  C.  Napier  begged  to  call 
attention  to  one  of  the  recent  appoint- 
ments of  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  He 
could  not  conceive  how  the  public  service 
could  be  efficiently  carried  on  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  navy  officer  at  the  head  of  the 
Board  of  Ordnance.  He  thought,  also, 
that  it  was  paying  a  bad  compliment  to 
the  navy,  in  which  there  were  600  cap- 
tains and  200  admirals,  not  to  find  one 
officer  amongst  them  capable  of  being  in- 
trusted with  the  government  of  that  board. 
Why,  it  would  be  really  as  absurd,  he 
thought,  to  make  him  Lord  Chancellor  of 
England,  as  to  place  a  civilian  at  the  head 
of  the  Board  of  Ordnance;  and  he  should 
not  be  at  all  surprised  if  the  noble  Lord 
who  had  been  appointed  to  that  office 
were  unable  to  distinguish  between  a  line- 
of-battle  ship  and  a  frigate.  Besides,  it 
was  contrary  to  the  usual  practice. 

S\tR.  Pee^  could  only  assure  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman,  that  by  the  appointment 
referred  to  hedid  not  mean  tocast  the  slight- 
est imputation  or  reflection  upon  the  pro- 
fession of  which  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gen« 
tleman  was  so  distinguished  an  ornament. 
It  was  not  fitting  that  he  should  enter  into 
a  discussion  upon  the  question  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion ;  but  he  must  observe,  that 
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Ibe  practice  of  appointing  a  navy  officer 
had  not  been  invariably  adhered  to.  To 
enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  question  at 
present  would  oblige  him  to  refer  to  the 
constitution  of  the  board  itself,  and  the 
officers  who  formed  part  of  it.  He  be- 
lieved, that  the  constitution  of  the  board 
gave  general  satisfaction  to  the  profession. 
[Sir  C.  A^apier— No,  no.]  And  as  re- 
garded this  particular  appointment,  he 
thought  he  should  be  able  to  satisfy  the 
House,  that  it  had  been  made  upon  gene- 
ral views,  for  the  good  of  the  service  and 
the  advantage  of  the  country,  alihough  it 
might  be  a  question  whether  the  practice 
of  placing  a  civilian  at  the  head  of  the  Ad- 
miralty ought  to  be  adhered  to  or  not. 

Sir  C.  Napier  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  take  the 
first  opportunity  of  correcting  the  error. 
He  could  assure  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
that  the  officers  of  the  navy  were  not 
content  upon  the  subject,  and  Sir  O. 
Cockburn  himself  had  told  him  that  the 
only  proper  way  to  rule  the  navy  was  by 
.placing  an  admiral  at  the  head  of  it. 

Captain  Pechell  concurred  in  the  sen- 
timents expressed  by  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend ;  and  could  only  refer,  in  support 
of  what  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  had 
stated,  to  the  satisfaction  which  his  late 
Majesty  gave  while  at  the  head  of  the 
Admiralty,  because  he  was  a  naval  officer, 
and  understood  the  nature  of  the  service 
over  which  he  presided.  When  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Laun- 
ceston,  was  at  the  Board  of  Ordnance 
some  years  ago,  he  admitted  the  evil  of 
not  having  a  naval  officer  connected  with 
that  department. 

Sir  H.  Hardinge  said,  as  he  had  been 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Officer, 
he  could  only  say,  that  during  the  five  or 
six  years  he  was  at  the  Ordnance,  there 
was  no  naval  officer  at  the  board,  nor 
had  any  been  appointed  in  the  first  in- 
Btance  by  Lord  Melbourne's  Administra- 
tion. The  appointment  of  a  naval  offi- 
cer to  this  department  was  therefore 
not  an  invariable  rule,  although  he  ad- 
mitted, that  advantage  might  arise  from 
having,  a  naval  officer  at  the  Board. 
With  respect  to  the  office  of  Surveyor- 
general  of  the  Ordnance,  his  opinion  was, 
that  that  office  would  be  better  filled  by  a 
military  than  a  naval  officer. 

Captain  Plumridge  had  nothing  to  offer 
in  opposition  to  the  appointment,  as  re- 
garded the  noble  Lord  himself;  but  still 
he  thought  it  as  necessary,  that  the  navy 


should  be  ruled  by  a  naval  officer  as  the 
army  by  a  military  one. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Slave-trade.]  In  reply  to  Sir  E. 
Wilmot, 

Viscount  Palmerston  said,  that  inform- 
ation had  been  received  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment, stating,  that  as  many,  he  be- 
lieved, as  six  vessels  were  being  fitted  out 
at  Hamburgh  to  be  employed  in  the 
Slave-trade.  He  could  not  say  whether 
(hat  information  were  well  founded,  and, 
without  implying  any  opinion  one  way  or 
the  other,  he  had  communicated  it  to  the 
Board  of  Admiralty,  in  order  that  the 
necessary  directions  might  be  given  to  the 
cruisers  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  case  the 
report  should  turn  put  to  be  true. 

Privileges  of  the  House.]  Sir 
Thomas  Wilde  remarked,  that  a  very  im- 
portant question  had  been  brought  before 
the  House,  with  respect  to  his  right  hon. 
Friend  (Sir  £.  Sugden),  after  accepting 
the  office  of  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
retaining  his  seat  in  that  House.  The 
principle  involved  in  this  was  a  very  im- 
portant one,  for  it  was  declared,  that  a 
Member,  of  the  House  having  accepted 
office  from  the  Crown  should  be  remitted 
back  to  his  constituents.  This  was  im- 
peratively required  by  the  4th  and  6th 
Anne.  But  in  this  case  it  was  said,  thai 
the  act  was  not  violated,  because  there 
were  some  ceremonies  to  be  gone  through, 
that  had  not  yet  been  accomplished.  It 
was  said,  that  the  patent  of  the  late  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland  (Lord  Campbell) 
had  not  yet  been  recalled.  He  did  not 
think,  that  face  of  much  importance,  but 
the  circumstance  itself,  as  it  occurred, 
appeared  to  him  to  be  such,  that  he  felt 
l>ound  to  say  of  it  a  more  dangerous  eva^ 
sion  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  had  never 
been  attempted.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  had,  by  the  authority  of  the 
Crown,  offered  to  a  Member  of  that  House 
a  high  office,  so  high  an  office  as  that  of 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland.  He  begged 
then  to  know  whether  the  influence  arising 
from  that  office  was  one  that  ought  not  to 
be  remitted  back  to  the  constituents? 
The  principle  was  particularly  dangerous 
when  there  was  a  power  of  delaying  the 
revocation  of  the  patent  which  could 
confer  office  on  the  Member,  who  might 
in  the  meanwhile  be  voting  the  supplies, 
and  on  every  question  affecting  the  liberty 
and  property  of  the  aubject.    He  wished 
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DOW  to  My,  that  he  intended  to  bring  the 
matter  distinctly  before  the  House.  At 
the  same  time  he  wished  to  say,  that  he 
desired  to  make  no  improper  reference  to 
his  right  hon.  Friend,  as  he  was  one  for 
whom  no  one  could  entertain  a  higher 
respect  than  he  did.  At  the  same  time, 
high  as  was  his  regard  for  his  right  hon. 
Friend y  he  had  a  still  higher  regard  for  the 
privileges  of  the  House,  and  the  liberty  of 
the  people.  He  conceived,  that  his  right 
hon.  Friend  continuing  to  occupy  a  seat 
in  that  House,  was,  under  the  circum- 
stances, an  evasion  of  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  he  should  bring  the  matter 
before  the  House. 

Sir  E,  Sugden  said,  that  as  he  was  not 
present  at  the  early  part  of  the  observa- 
tions of  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman, 
he  could  not  make  any  reply  lo  them  ; 
but  he  understood  the  hon.  Member  to 
say«  that  he  (Sir  Edward  Sugden)  was 
acting  unconstitutionally  in  retaining  his 
seatin  that  House,  having  accepted  the  office 
of  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland.  He  would 
beg  to  say  he  did  so,  because  he  conceived 
that  he  did  not  legally  fill  that  office, 
though  he  had  consented  to  fill  it. 
He  considered  it  his  duty  to  his  con- 
stituents not  to  abandon  the  trust  they 
reposed  in  him,  until  he  had  lost  it 
in  law.  He  would  also  say,  that  he 
had  not  voted  on  any  question  since  he 
accepted  that  office,  nor  had  he  been 
even  called  upon  to  consider  whether  he 
ought  to  vote.  That  he  mentioned  as  a 
facty  and  without  attaching  importance  to 
it.  He  had  no  intention  to  do  an  uncon- 
stitutional act;  but  he  never  was  more 
surprised  when,  without  the  least  notice 
given  to  him,  he  heard  the  speech  of  his 
faon,  and  learned  Friend,  and  at  the  close 
of  that  speech,  that  he  was  spoken  of  in 
terms  of  civility.  He  wished  that  the 
civility  was  shown  by  acts,  and  not 
by  the  terms  in  which  it  was  ex- 
pressed. He  believed  he  was  standing  on 
his  right  as  Member  for  Ripon,  and  main- 
taining his  place  in  that  House.  He  did 
not  wish  to  carry  the  principle  to  any 
incoovenient  extent ;  and  if  it  were  the 
opinion  of  the  House  that  he  was  stretch- 
ing the  constitutional  principle,  he  would 
at  once  withdraw ;  but  he  did  not  consider 
he  had  lost  bis  rights  as  a  Member  of 
Parliament,  until  he  actually  filled  the 
office  which  he  had  accepted.  At  that 
moment  he  was  not  legally  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland;  Lord  Campbell  still, 
letftUy  ipeakiogy  held  that  office.    It  was 


not  an  acceptance  of  office,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  act,  until  the  appointment 
had  actually  taken  place.  It  was  not  an 
acceptance  to  say  he  would  accept.  The 
minister  might  withdraw  his  offer.  The 
office  was  held  by  patent,  and  the  deli- 
very of  the  Great  Seal  into  his  hand  was 
certainly  necessary  before  the  appointment 
could  take  effect.  That  seal  still  remained 
in  the  custody  of  those  to  whom  Lord 
Campbell  had  delivered  it.  The  patents 
v/ere  not  perfected,  and  therefore  until 
they  were  so,  and  until  all  the  necessary 
ceremonies  had  been  gone  through,  he 
could  not  be  considered  as  Lord  Chan- 
cellor of  Ireland.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  acquit  him  of  any  improper  feel- 
ing, or  of  any  presumption  on  the  subject ; 
but  he  considered  that  his  constituents 
would  have  a  right  to  accuse  him  of  ne- 
glecting their  interests,  if  he  abstained  from 
occupying  his  place  as  their  representative, 
while  he  had  a  right  by  law  to  do  so. 

Sir  Thomas  Wilde  wished  to  explain 
why  he  had  not  given  notice  to  his  right 
hon.  Friend,  and  in  doing  so  he  would 
repeat  those  expressions  of  courtesy  to- 
wards him  which  he  had  before  used,  aU 
though  he  knew  that  his  right  hon.  Friend 
had  a  very  peculiar  method  of  acknow- 
ledging any  courtesies.  He  was  not  awaro 
when  he  entered  the  House,  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  his  hon.  Friend  to  put  a 
question  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite 
on  the  subject;  but  that  question  having 
been  put,  be  felt  it  his  duty,  when  he  heard 
the  answer,  to  lose  no  time  in  giving  no- 
tice of  his  intention  to  bring  the  subject 
before  the  House,  and  he  had  conse- 
quently no  opportunity  of  giving  notice 
to  his  right  hon.  Friend.  In  that  inten- 
tion he  had  been  confirmed  by  the  very 
dangerous  doctrine  laid  down  by  his  right 
hon.  Friend,  and  to-morrow  he  would 
draw  attention  to  the  subject. 

Lord  J.  Russell  thought  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  was  quite  right  in  having 
mentioned  the  subject,  as  the  acceptance 
of  the  office  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite,  was  publicly  announced  on  Fri- 
day last.  It  was  not  a  question  of  whe« 
ther  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wished  to 
retain  his  seat  improperly,  or  to  act  against 
the  desire  of  the  House ;  but  a  question 
of  considerable  importance  as  to  the  inter- 
pretation which  was  to  be  put  upon  the 
Act  of  Parliament.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman seemed  to  think  ^t  there  was  not 
a  proper  acceptance  of  office  until  the 
office  wa»  actualiy  filled.  la  several  offices 
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that  could  be  done  at  once.  The  Secre- 
taries of  State  received  the  seals  of  office 
upon  their  appointment,  and  their  seats 
were  vacated  immediately  after.  But  in 
many  other  offices  in  the  state,  such  was 
not  the  practice.  In  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ral ty,  it  required  no  less  than  a  week  to 
make  out  the  patent,  and  when  he  was 
appointed  Paymaster  of  the  Forces,  it  took 
three  weeks  to  complete  the  appointment. 
It  had  always,  as  far  as  he  remembered, 
been  the  custoro,  upon  the  formal  accept- 
ance of  office,  to  move  for  a  new  writ  in 
that  House,  in  order  that  a  new  election 
might  take  place.  If  that  were  aright 
custom,  it  ought  to  be  continued ;  but  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  were  correct  in 
saying  that  the  office  must  be  filled,  then 
he  (I^rd  J.  Russell)  should  be  disposed 
to  say,  that  the  practice  ought  to  be  uni- 
form, and  not  to  have  different  rules  for 
different  cases.  The  question  had  been 
raised  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Horsman,  who 
had  addressed  his  constituents,  stating 
that  he  had  accepted  office,  and  who 
subsequently  voted  in  the  House.  No 
further  motion  or  discussion,  however,  had 
taken  place  on  the  subject,  but  that  case 
having  occurred,  and  the  right  hon.  Gen. 
tleman  having  asserted  positively  that  it 
was  right  that  he,  a  Member  of  that 
House,  accepting  office  from  the  hands  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  who  spoke  as  the 
organ  of  the  Crown,  should  retain  his  seat 
as  Member  for  Ripon,  it  behoved  the 
House  to  come  to  some  decision  upon  the 
subject,  and,  without  passing  any  censure 
on  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  or  any  one 
else,  to  adopt  some  uniform  practice,  and 
let  the  meaning  of  that  law  be  understood 
which  said,  that  any  Member  of  that 
House  being  chosen  to  accept  office  or 
profit  from  the  Crown,  should  be  thereby 
declared  to  be  unseated,  and  that  a  new 
writ  should  be  issued  for  another  election, 
i— Subject  at  an  end. 

Continuance  of  the  Poor-law.] 
Mr.  Yorke  wished  to  know  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  opposite,  whether  there 
would  be  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the 
introduction  into  the  Poor  Law  Bill  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  announced  it 
to  be  bis  intention  to  propose  a  clausewhich 
would  take  from  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners a  power  which,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, they  now  had?  The  subject  to 
which  the  clause  which  he  contemplated 
referred,  was  that  of  the  indiscriminate  se- 
paration of  man  and  wife. 


Sir  R.  Peel  said,  he  should  be  better 
prepared  specifically  to  answer  the  ques* 
tion  at  the  sitting  of  the  House  on  the 
next  day.  But  he  could  at  once  inform 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  he  should  take 
care  to  adopt  such  a  course  in  reference  to 
the  new  bill,  as  would  not  prevent  any 
hon.  Member  from  bringing  the  subject  in 
question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Yorke  felt  obliged  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  for  the  general  assurance 
he  had  given.  But,  that  his  views  oo 
the  subject  might  not  be  misunderstood* 
he  would  take  leave  to  inform  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  that  should  any  difficoity 
arise  in  the  introduction  of  such  a  clause 
into  the  bill  now  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  he  sbouldt  as  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  endeavour  to  procure  its  inser- 
tion in  a  second  bill.— Subject  at  an  end. 

Corn  from  Russia.]  Mr.  Barcourt 
rose  to  request  from  his  noble  Friend  op* 
posite,  the  Member  for  Tiverton,  an  ex- 
planation on  the  subject  of  a  paper  which 
had  been  some  time  since  presented  to 
that  House,  and  which  contained  a  com- 
munication  from  our  consul  at  St.  Peters- 
burgh  on  the  subject  of  the  quantity  of 
grain  produced  in  a  province  of  the 
Russian  dominions.  A  portion  of  that 
paper  had  been  quoted  in  the  debate  on 
the  address  by  bis  right  hon.  Friend  who 
was  now  at  the  head  of  the  Government. 
Sir  Edward  Barnes,  in  that  paper,  said, 
"  In  order  to  give  an  idea  of  what  this 
country  can  produce  when  the  harvests 
are  particularly  good,  I  have  been  assured 
by  one  of  the  principal  corn  merchants  of 
Ribinsk  (one  of  the  greatest  grain  marts 
on  the  Volga),  that  in  1835  the  govern- 
ment of  Tamboff  alone  produced 
38,000,000  quarters  of  grain.^'  In  a 
statement  subjoined  the  cost  at  first  hand 
at  St.  Petersburgh  was  stated  to  be  for 
wheat  from  13s.  6d.  to  14«.  per  imperial 
quarter.  Now,  this  information  appeared 
to  him  so  extraordinary,  not  to  say  incre- 
dible, that  had  it  not  been  communicated 
to  the  Government  twelve  months  ago, 
and  had  he  not  presumed,  from  the  atten* 
tion  that  had  been  afforded  to  the  subject, 
that  probably  some  further  inquiry  had 
been  made  as  to  the  truth  of  the  state* 
ment,  he  would  not  have  given  much  at- 
tention to  the  matter.  But  either  this 
Information  was  true,  or  it  was  not*  If  it 
was  true,  then,  as  it  came  out  with  the 
sanction  of  the  authorities,  it  must  &ece»» 
•arily  have  a  vory  great  effect  on  th^opin^ 
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I  of  the  ap^cultural  body  id  the  impen- 
ding discussions  on  the  Corn-laws,    For 
although  the  mere  fact  of  the  province  of 
Tatnboff    having    produced    38,000,000 
qoarters  was  io  itself  unimportant,  yet 
when  it  was  borne  in  mind  that  the  popa- 
lation  of  the  province  did  not  amount  to 
l»500,000t  it  was  quite  clear  that  upon  a 
yearly  product   of   38,000,000  quarters 
there  would  be  an  unconsumed  surplus  of 
30,000,000.    This   was,  of   course,   for 
many    reasons,    utterly  incredible;    but 
stilly  as  a  county  Member,  and  one  who 
felt  no  indisposition  that  his  constituents 
should    fully  enter  into  the  question  of 
the  Corn-laws  whenever  it  was  brought 
under  consideration,  with  a  view  to  see 
whether  they  might  not  be  modified  with 
some  advantage  to  the  consumer,  without 
loss  to  the  prmlucer,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  he  was 
very  unwilling  indeed  that  unfounded  im- 
pressions should  go  abroad  as  to  the  enor- 
mous quantity  of  com  which   in  good 
years  could  be  poured  into  this  country 
from  others.    But  Tamboff  was  an  incon- 
siderable province  of  Russia,  and  if  the 
rest  of  that  country  were  to  produce  corn 
at  the  same  rate  at  which  Tamboff  was 
supposed    to  produce  it,  no  Corn-laws 
would  suffice  to  protect  the  corn  trade  of 
this  country.    Because  it  appeared  that 
the  first  cost  at  St.  Petersbufgh  was  I4s.^ 
the  charge  of  placing  it  on  board  was  3s. 
2d,  a  quarter,  and  the  charge  for  freight 
was  only  5b.  per  quarter.    Thus  the  whole 
expense  of  bringing  the  quarter  of  corn 
into  the  river  here  would  be,  according  to 
this  calculation,  only  22s.  2d.     So  that 
the  8s.  duty  proposed  by  the  late  Govern, 
neot  would,  under  such  circumstances, 
be  no  protection  whatever  to  the  home 
grower  when  the  average  for  the  year  was 
40s.    The  calculations  made  by  Mr.  West 
of  the  whole  produce  of  the  united  king- 
dom in  1814  and  1815  did  not  give  a 
larger  amount  than  did  this  calculation  of 
the  province  of  Tamboff;    yet  Tamboff 
was  not  half  the  territorial  extent  of  Eog. 
land,  containing  only  24,000  square  miles. 
If  the  supposed  produce  of  Tamboff  were 
compaiea  with  the  produce  of  other  pro- 
vinces  of   the   same  empire,  the  error 
would  be  still  more  apparent.    The  pro- 
duce of  Podolia    three  years  ago  was 
3,000,000  of  quarters,  of  Volhynia  less 
than  3,000,000.    Now,  it  was  impossible 
that  those  provinces  which  were  notorious- 
ly fertile  could  have  produced  3,000,000 
of  qaaiteia  aonuftUyi  and  that  of  Tamboff 


have  produced  38,000,000.  There  was 
also  an  error  in  these  returns  as  to  the 
mode  of  calculating  the  cost  price  at  first 
hand  of  the  corn  at  St.  Petersburgb. 
That  calculation  appeared  to  go  upon  a 
valuation  of  the  bank  note  rouble  at  lid. 
Now,  the  value  of  the  silver  rouble  was 
only  lOcf. ;  and  in  reducing  the  price  in 
rubles  into  English  currency  there  would 
seem  to  have  been  some  mistake  made. 
He  had  risen  under  these  circumstances 
to  ask  his  noble  Friend  opposite  if  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year  any  means  had 
been  afforded  by  communication  from  St. 
Petersburgh  of  ascertaining  whether  the 
report  of  the  consul  was  worthy  of  credit, 
because,  if  it  was  not  worthy  of  crediti 
such  a  paper  ought  not  to  be  circulated 
with  the  sanction  of  authority  among  the 
agricultural  body. 

Viscount  Palmerston  thought  that  a  re- 
ference to  the  context  would  at  once  show 
that  the  ciphers  referred  to  by  the  bon. 
Gentleman  were  erroneous,  and  that  some 
mistake  had  occurred  in  transcribing  them. 
In  the  passage  immediately  preceding  that 
referred  to.  Sir  E.  Baynes  said,  *'  suppo- 
sing the  cultivation  to  continue  within  its 
present  limits,  the  provinces  that  supply 
St.  Petersburgh  could  send  down  in  the 
years  of  average  crops,  besides  what  is 
required  for  local  consumption,  from 
175,000  to  210,000  imperial  quarters  of 
wheat;"  and  he  further  added  that  in 
years  of  abundance  these  quantities  might 
be  tripled,  or  that,  in  fact  about  600,000 
imperial  quarters  might  be  produced. 
Now^  if  that  #ere  the  case,  it  was  not 
very  likely  that  Tamboff,  a  comparatively 
inconsiderable  province,  could  have  pro- 
duced 38,000,000  of  quarters.  The  terre- 
torial  extent  of  Ireland  was,  as  compared 
with  Tamboff,  as  nineteen  to  twentv-three. 
A  reference  to  the  comparative  productions 
of  the  two  countries  would  at  once  dispel 
any  alarm  which  might  have  been  occa- 
sioned, and  show  that  the  statement  com- 
Slained  of  was  the  result  of  error  only, 
lut  there  was  another  ground  for  suppo- 
sing that  the  error  was  an  accidental  one. 
The  calculation  referred  to  was  for  the 
year  1835.  Now,  how  many  quarters  of 
wheat  were  exported  from  St  Petersburgh 
in  that  year  ?  Two.  In  1836  none  at  all 
were  exported.  So  that  it  was  quite  evi« 
dent  that  if  the  produce  of  Tamboff  had 
so  increased,  the  appetite  of  the  popula- 
tion had  increased  in  the  same  ratio.  If 
his  hon.  Friend  would  inquire  at  the 
ForeigQ«office  or  at  the  Board  of  Tiad« 
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be  would  no  doubt  find  that  there  had 
been  an  error  in  transcribing  the  paper  in 
question.  With  reference  to  the  mode  of 
convening  the  price  in  roubles  into  the 
price  in  English  currency,  he  thought 
there  could  bt  no  doubt  that  the  calcula- 
tion had  been  made  with  reference  to  the 
actual  relative  value  of  the  two  coinages* 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Stria.]  Dr.  Bowring  said,  before  he 
put  the  question  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  he  hoped  he  should  be  allowed  to 
make  one  or  two  observations  that  would 
make  the  subject  intelligible.  For  a  very 
long  time  past  there  had  existed  between 
this  country  and  the  Ottoman  empire  cer- 
tain treaties  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Capitulation  Treaties.  By  those  treaties, 
a  duty  of  3  per  cent,  was  agreed  to  be  im« 
posed  upon  all  exports  and  imports,  and 
the  tariffs  which  regulated  those  capitula- 
tions had  been  settled  at  various  times  by 
commissioners,  so  that  the  imposts  in- 
tended to  be  levied  never  exceeded  this 
3  per  cent.,  and  from  the  diminished  value 
of  merchandize  were  in  most  cases  much 
less  than  this  amount.  But  in  the  pro- 
gress of  years,  and  the  general  disor- 
ganizatton  and  anarchy  of  the  Turkish 
rule,  enormous  abuses  had  introduced 
themselves  into  many  of  the  provinces,  es- 
pecially those  immeaiately  under  the  sway 
of  the  Sultan,  and  in  these  the  capitula- 
tions had  become  of  no  effect.  One 
article  after  another  had  been  monopolized  j 
-—heavy  imposts  had  been  levied  on  con- 
sumption and  transits— and  commercial 
operations  were  interfered  with  by  every 
sort  of  exaction  and  abuse, — and  to  re* 
medy  which  grievances,  in  1 838,  a  treaty 
was  entered  into  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  Porte,  by  which  it  was  agreed 
that  instead  of  the  3  per  cent,  formerly 
levied  upon  exports,  12  per  cent,  should 
be  collected  by  the  Turkish  empire,  and 
that  instead  of  the  3  per  cent,  upon  im- 
porCa  there  should  in  future  be  a  duty  of 
6  per  cent.  At  the  same  time,  however, 
fkll  internal  taxes  or  impediments,  that  had 
formerly  interfered,  were  to  be  put  an  end 
to.  Now,  he  was  very  ready  to  admit,  that, 
as  far  as  Turkey  Proper  was  concerned, 
the  treaty  to  which  be  bad  last  referred 
was  of  the  utmost  commercial  import- 
ance, supposing  it  was  really  carried 
into  effect,  which  it  had  not  been  up 
to  the  present  hour,  for  so  inveterate 
were  the  ancient  habits  of  misrule  and  op- 
piesiioo^  thai  the  feeble  hand  of  the  sultan 


had  been  controlled  by  that  alUpervading 
corruption  which  characterizes  the  officen 
of  the  Porte.  But  beyond  the  limits  of 
Turkey  Proper,  the  treaty  of  1838  was 
positively  mischievous — for,  in  many  of 
their  dependencies,  the  ancient  capituia* 
tions  existed  in  their  full  vigour,  and  only 
3  per  cent  was  levied  on  articles  of  export 
and  import.  That  treaty  exhibited  « 
lamentable  ignorance  of,  or  a  reckless  in- 
attention to,  the  state  of  things — and  even 
to  the  solemn  engagements  of  the  Porte  in 
many  of  the  provinces  which  came,  or  were 
supposed  to  come,  under  the  operation  of 
the  treaty.  The  Porte  had  no  right  to  in- 
terfere with  the  taxes  of  the  provinces  of 
the  Danube-^with  Servia,  Wallachia,  or 
Moldavia— they  paid  a  fixed  tribute  and 
regulated  their  own  internal  taxation* 
They  had  already  trampled  the  treaty 
under  foot  and  considered  it  as  a  dead  letp 
ter.  They  would  not  allow  the  Porte 
to  quadruple  the  duty  on  exports  or  double 
that  on  imports ;  and  the  Porte  dared  not 
insist  on  giving  effect  to  the  treaty  in  those 
districts.  To  Arabia  also,  the  treaty  bad 
been  found  utterly  inapplicable ;  and  the 
same  observation  would  apply  to  Egypt, 
where  the  payment  of  fixed  tribute  by  the 
Viceroy,  and  the  whole  system  of  adminis- 
tration and  government  placed  the  ruler 
in  a  position  wholly  different  from  that  of 
the  direct  nominees  of  the  Sultan.  But  in 
Syria  the  operation  of  the  treaty  had  been 
most  injurious  and  cruelly  oppressive, 
for  the  Syrians  had  not  been  subject  to 
those  internal  duties,  charges,  and  mono- 
polies, which  had  made  the  capitulations 
of  no  effect  elsewhere.  They  paidt  and  had 
continued  to  pay  up  to  the  period  in  which 
Mehemet  All's  sway  was  overthrown,  the 
low  duties  which  the  capitulations  had  es- 
tablished. Since  the  restoration  of  the 
Turkish  authority — if,  indeed  it  be,  or  can 
be  restored,  the  Turks  had  endeavoured  to 
increase  the  export  duties  to  12  per  cent, 
under  the  plea  of  the  treaty ;  they  had 
been  changing  the  whole  system  of  collec* 
tion — and  had  in  fact  been  introducing 
that  state  of  things  to  which  an  experienced 
Austrian  statesman  had  referred.  Prince 
Metternich's  despatch  of  April  20,  1841, 
to  the  internuncio,  in  reproving  the  **  inept 
innovators ''  of  the  East,  had  these  words: 

"  If  I  am  not  altogether  deceived  the 
Porte  will  have  to  abandon  in  the  greater  part 
of  its  dominions,  the  mode  of  receipt  recently 
introduced  into  several  of  them.  By  collecting 
the  duties  through  its  own  receivers  it  will  only 
have  augmented  the  exactions  so  iisr  as  its 
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subjects  are  concened^  and  the  deficieociea 
as  far  as  the  Treasury  is  concerned/' 

It  seemed  that  in  Syria,  Moohaasiis 
«nd  Defterdars  were  employed  to  collect 
the  duties,  persons  not  of  the  religion  of 
the  principal  part  of  the  population,  who 
were  Druses  and  Maronttes,  and  that  they 
were  imposing  enormous  duties  in  Syria, 
contrary  to  the  engagements  entered  into 
by  the  Government.  Our  own  Cabinet 
was  a  party  to  these  engagements. 
We  had  stimulated  the  Syrians  to  re- 
volt against  Mehemet  Ali  —  we  had 
held  to  them  splendid  promises.  As  long 
ago  as  1836,  Lord  Ponsonby  had  sent  a 
vubordinate  official  of  the  Gonstantinopo« 
litan  £mbassy,  a  Levantine^  to  sow  the 
seeds  of  discontent  and  insurrection ;  and 
he  had  been  rewarded  by  the  consulship 
of  Damascus.  This  gentleman  (Mr.  Wood ) 
returned  again,  when  it  was  decided  by  the 
Pour  Powers  to  eject  Mehemet  Ali  from 
Syria,  and  Lord  Ponsonby  thus  instructed 
Mr.  Wood  on  August  4,  1840  :— 

"  I  direct  you  to  declare  in  my  name  loudly 
to  whoever  chooses  to  hear  you,  that  I  am 
liuthorized  to  acquaint  the  Syrians  that  the 
British  Government,  in  union  with  the  Govern- 
laents  of  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  will 
protect  the  Syrians  who  shall  return  to  the  di- 
rect obedience  of  the  Sultan.*' 

At  about  the  same  time  Sir  Charles 
Napier  thus  addressed  the  Syrians : — 

*'  The  allied  powers  have  engaged  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Sultan  to  make  an  arrangement 
to  render  your  condition  happy  and  pros- 
perous.'' 

And  Mr.  Wood  thus  wrote  to  the  Emir 
Becbir  £1  Sheckaby  on  the  Idth  of  Au- 
gust, 1840:— 

**  Four  years  ago  I  alluded  to  the  probable 
separation  some  day  of  Syria  from  the  domin- 
ion of  Mehemet  Ali,  and  he  promised  them  if 
they  would  revolt. '  peace  aud  happiness,  and 
liberty.'" 

To  the  Emir  £1  Kasim,  Mr.  Wood 
thus  wrote:*— 

'  *^  My  Prince,  you  must  remember  the  con- 
▼ersation  we  bad  together  four  years  ago,  aud 
.the  determination  you  then  declared  to  arm 
your  countrymen,  provided  England  assisted 
you  in  your  noble  efforts  to  procure  liberty  for 
your  countrymen.'* 

And  thus  to  the  Maronite  Patriarch 
on  August  15,  1840: — 

<<The  sublime  Porte  hs^  only  at  heart  now 
the  general  prosperity  of  its  Syrian  subjects, 
to  whom  it  will  grant  the  free  exercise  of  their 
laws  and  perfect  liberty,  and  the  powerful  in- 
tervention of  England  and  Austria  will  secure 
llieaa  blessings  to  tticmi" 
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Wood  wrote  to  the  Emir 
Bechir,  (con6dential :)  — 

"  The  great  powers  have  decided  to  relieve 
the  country  from  the  burdens  imposed  on  it« 
parUcularly  that  part  which  is  governed  by 
you." 

On  the  39th  of  September,  1840,  Lord 
Ponsonby  thus  wrote  to  Lord  Palmer- 
ston  :— 

*'The  Porte  will  efl«ctually  engage  to  make 
a  remission  of  taxes  in  Syria. 

And  the  Grand  Vizier  also  authorised 
Mr.  Wood  "to  regulate  and  settle  the  ac- 
tual aflfdirs  of  the  Porte  in  Syria."  To 
the  Emirs  and  Sheiks  of  Damour,  Mr. 
Wood  thus  appealed  on  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1840:— 

"Come  to  us  armed,  both  you  and  your 
chiefs,  in  order  that  you  may  assist  us  in  mak- 
ing you  free  and  happy." 

In  his  despatch  to  Lord  Ponsonby  of 
the  8th  of  October,  1840,  Mr.  Wood 
said: — 

"  I  had  declared  to  the  Syrians  that  the  Porte 
would  grant  them  their  ancient  rights  and  pri- 
vileges. In  consequence  of  such  promises,  they 
were  encouraged  again  to  revolt  against  the 
Egyptian  authority  after  they  had  laid  down 
their  arms.  I  was  sent  by  your  Lordship^ 
authorised  to  make  a  number  of  promises  to 
the  Syrians,  and  was,  in  a  manner,  pledged  to 
see  them  executed  by  the  Sultan's  officers." 

Lord  Palmerston  wrote  to  Lord  Pon- 
sonby^ November  9,  1840. 

^  The  honour  of  the  British  Cfown  requires 
that  the  promises  made  to  the  Syrians  in  the 
name  of  the  Sultan  by  the  British  agent,  Mr, 
Wood,  should  be  fulfilled." 

Mr.  Wood's  zeal,  indeed,  seemed  to  be 
boundless.  This  Christian  envoy  of  ft 
Christian  Government  called  upon  the 
MuBsulroans  in  the  name  of  the  Koran, 
which  he  entitled  '<  the  Holy  Book"— 
*'  the  Sacred  Law,"  to  revolt,  and  so  strong 
was  Lord  Ponsonby's  confidence  in  him 
that  he  writes,  November  18, 1840, 

**  I  have  instructed  Mr.  Wood  to  consider 
himself  absolutely  free  from  the  authority  and 
control  of  every  bodv  in  Syria,  in  his  execu* 
tion  of  the  duties  and  trusU  reposed  in  him  by 
the  Porte." 

It  would  seem,  however,  that  aooounts 
of  the  misdoings  of  the  Turks  had  reached 
the  Foreign-office  at  this  time,  for,  in 
answer  to  a  despatch  representing  '*  the 
unusual  vexations— «the  infamous  and  un- 
punished proceedings  of  the  Constant!* 
nopolitan  troops  towards  the  Christian 
Rayaha  and  their  dergy,''  Lord  Palmer# 
aton  initiructed  Lord  Ponsonby  to  obtain 
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from  the  Sultan  arreDgementB  giving  full 
satisfaction  and  security  to  the  Syrians; 
and  Lord  Ponsonby  replied,  that  the  Porte 
was  ready  to  take  any  measures  for  insur- 
ing to  the  Syrians  the  reward  of  their  loy- 
alty to  the  Sultan ;  and  in  a  despatch  ao 
late  as  March  14»  1841,  Lord  Ponsonby 
said— 

'*  It  is  particularly  necessary  that  the  Porte 
should  faithfully  perform  the  promises  Red- 
schid  Pasha  authorised  Mr.  Wood  to  make  to 
the  Syrians." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  therefore  that 
we  are  bound  to  give  effect  to  the  pledges 
under  whose  influence  the  Syrians  had 
thrown  off  one  Government  and  assisted 
us  to  establish  another.  We  have  made 
them  promises  and  they  have  a  right  to  call 
upon  us  for  their  fulfilment  Every  com- 
munication from  Syria  shows  that  the 
utmost  disregard  is  shown  by  the  Turks 
to  the  pledges  that  have  been  given.  The 
Syrians  had  suffered  much;  their  towns 
had  been  destroyed,  their  fields  had  been 
devastated,  and  multitudes  of  them  had 
perished.  His  object  was  to  ascertain 
from  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head 
of  the  Oovernment,  whether  her  Majesty's 
Ministers  were  cognizant  of  the  fact,  that 
the  duties  on  exports  and  imports  had 
been  greatly  increased  by  the  Turkish  au- 
thorities in  Syria,  notwithstanding  their 
engagement  to  the  contrary,  entered  into 
in  the  most  solemn  manner ;  and  whether, 
such  being  the  case,  any  measures  had 
been  taken  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
redress  of  the  grievance. 

Sir  R,  Peel  could  not  help  suggesting, 
that  the  noble  Lord,  the  late  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  would,  perhaps, 
have  been  the  best  authority  to  appeal  to 
for  satisfactory  information  upon  this  mat- 
ter. He  apprehended  the  state  of  the 
iiuestion  was  this : — In  1838,  he  thought 
it  was,  a  treaty  was  ratified  between  the 
Porte  and  this  country,  which,  for  various 
internal  monopolies,  and  exactions  of  dif- 
ferent kinds,  substituted  an  export  duty 
of  9  per  cent.  There  had  been  previonsl  v 
an  export  duty  of  3  |jer  cent,  which  still 
continued,  and  at  present  the  whole  duty 
to  which  British  subjects  were  liable.was 
12  per  cent,  on  exports.  In  some  cases 
be  bad  no  doubt  the  levy  of  that  duty 
might  bear  hardly  on  the  native  inhabi- 
tants, comparing  the  present  amount  of 
dotjf  with  what  they  were  before  subject 
to  m  particular  dutricU  of  the  country ; 
bnt,  on  the  whole,  he  apprehended  that 
tbe  substitution  of  a  duty  of  9  per  cent.. 


in  lieu  of  various  monopolies  and  exactions 
which  formerly  prevailed  there  must  be 
advantageous.  That  abases  existed  in  the 
enforcement  of  that  duty  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  deny.  It  was  impossible,  however, 
to  form  an  opinion  of  the  results  of  that 
treaty  by  restricting  their  view  to  any  one 
point  of  Syria ;  they  must  look  to  its 
general  effect,  and  so  far  as  British  in- 
terests at  least  were  concerned,  he  had 
every  reason  to  believe  that  its  operation 
had  been  beneficial.  The  inhabitants  of 
Lebanon  complained  of  the  exactions 
to  which  they  were  subject  under  the  rule 
of  Mehemet  Ali.  He  believed,  however, 
that  commissioners  had  been  appointed  by 
the  Porte,  who  were  in  communication 
with  the  local  authorities  appointed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Lebanon,  and  some  arrange- 
ment was  made  to  remit  certain  duties,  in 
the  first  instance  exacted  by  the  Turkish 
authorities,  and  of  which  the  inhabitants 
of  that  district  complained.  He  believed, 
also,  that  the  inhabitanu  of  Lebanon  de- 
manded exemption  from  the  operation  of 
these  duties  for  three  years,  in  consequence 
of  assurances  which  had  been  given  then 
by  the  Turkish  government.  That  question 
remained  still  unsettled.  He  had  only  to 
state,  that  there  was  every  disposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  of  this  country 
to  use  its  influence  with  Turkey  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Syria  any  advantages  which  they  had  a 
right  to  expect  in  consequence  of  engage- 
ments which  had  been  entered  into  by 
British  instruments  acting  under  the  aa- 
thority  of  the  Porte.  But  the  great  object 
of  the  Syrian  operations  being  to  restore 
the  independence  of  Turkey,  it  was  not 
very  easy  for  foreign  powers  to  interfere 
beyond  certain  limits  in  respect  to  the  acts 
of  the  Turkish  government.  It  was  pos- 
sible for  us  to  interfere  in  respect  of  any 
contravention  of  a  treaty  when  British 
subjects  were  concerned ;  it  was  possible 
for  us  to  use  our  interest,  in  order  to  in- 
duce Turkey  to  fulfil  the  engagements  she 
had  entered  into  with  her  own  subjects; 
but  the  great  object  of  the  recent  mover 
ments  being  to  restore  the  independence 
of  the  Ottoman  empire,  the  hon.  Member 
must  himself  see  it  was,  as  he  had  already 
said,  no  very  easy  matter  for  foreign  pow- 
ers to  interfere.  He  rather  thought,  from 
the  inquiries  he  had  been  able  to  make  in 
the  course  of  the  morning,  that  some  con- 
vention had  been  made  between  the  autho- 
rities of  Turkey  and  Lebanon,  under  which 
a  certain  sum  was  to  be  paid  by  the  latteri 
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wbicb»  in  point  of  amount,  was  not  un- 
reasonable. Tbis  was  the  only  satisfactory 
answer  he  could  give  the  hon.  Qentleman 
beyond  a  repetition  of  the  assurance,  that 
so  far  as  this  country  could  consistently 
with  the  maintenance  of  the  independence 
of  the  Ottoman  Power  use  its  influence 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  great 
change  which  had  taken  place  in  Syria 
from  operating  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
inhabitants,  that  influence  would  not  fail 
to  be  exerted. 

Viscount  PtUtnerston  wished,  although 
it  was  not  altogether  regular,  to  add  a 
few  words  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  bon.  Baronet.  With  regard  to  the 
treaty  of  1838,  although  the  boo.  Gentle- 
man considered  it  a  bad  one,  he  certainly 
thought  it  a  good  one;  and  when  he 
stated  that  several  other  powers  had,  in 
imitation,  concluded  exactly  similar  trea- 
ties with  Turkey,  he  thought  it  might  be 
inferred  that  the  treaty  had  been  advan- 
tageous to  the  Christian  inhabitants.  He 
knew  that  his  bon.  Friend  bad  a  strong 
filing  in  deivour  of  Mehemet  Ali,  and  it 
was  honourable  to  bim  that  he  had  not 
abandoned  the  Pasha  when  he  bad  en- 
countered misfortune  and  failure.  It  was, 
therefore,  not  unnatural  that  the  bon. 
Gentleman  should  look  with  some  degree 
of  dissatisfaction  on  the  sUte  of  things  es- 
tablished in  Syria.  He  was  also  particu- 
larly anxious  that  this  treaty  should  not 
be  applied  to  Egypt,  because  that  would 
of  course,  diminish  those  fiscal  means 
which  Mehemet  Ali  had  applied  in  a  man- 
ner not  very  consistently  with  bis  allegi- 
ance as  a  subiect.  But  first  of  all,  with 
regard  to  what  had  been  done  in  Syria,  the 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
quite  correct.  When  first  Syria  was  re- 
stored to  the  lawful  dominion  of  the  Sultan 
some  officers,  Mouhassils  and  Defterdars, 
were  sent  to  collect  the  revenues,  and  it 
was  perfectly  true  they  had  committed 
great  excesses.  On  that  being  made 
known  to  the  Turkish  Grovernment  every 
desire  was  manifested  to  correct  those 
abuses,  and  persons  duly  authorized  were 
put  in  communication  with  the  people  of 
Lebanon  and  other  parts  of  Syria,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  some  satisfactory  ar- 
rangements with  regard  to  the  tribute  they 
should  pay ;  and  before  leaving  oflSce  be 
had  reason  to  believe  that  some  anange- 
ment  would  be  made,  which  for  a  certain 
number  of  years  would  relieve  the  people 
of  Lebanon  from  anything  which  could  be 
considered  oppressive.  With  regard,  how- 


ever,  to  the  other  transactions  to  which 
the  bon.  Gentleman  had  alluded— the 
employment  of  Mr.  Wood  to  hold  com- 
munications, on  the  part  of  the  Turkish 
and  English  Governments,  with  the 
people  of  Syria,  he  must  protest  against 
the  statement  that  be  had  been  sent  there 
to  excite  the  inhabitants  to  rebel  or  revolt. 
What  he  had  been  sent  to  do  was,  to  as- 
sure them  that  they  would  be  protected, 
not  in  returning  to  their  allegiance,  for 
they  had  never  swerred  Irom  it,  but  in  as- 
serting within  their  country  the  authority 
of  their  legitimate  sovereign.  It  was 
Mehemet  Ali  who  had  encouraged  rebel- 
lion, and  not  those  who  promised  them 
assistance  in  maintaining  the  authority  of 
the  Sultan.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Wood, 
therefore,  was  perfectly  correct.  He  was 
autboriied  by  the  Ministers  of  the  Sultan, 
to  hold  out  certain  promises  and  expecta- 
tions to  the  Syrians  if  they  supported  the 
Sultan  against  his  rebellious  subjects. 
They  did  so— they  were  entitled  to  have 
those  promises  made  good,  and  he  be- 
lieved every  step  had  been  taken,  as  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  had  stated,  consistently 
with  the  rights  of  an  independent  Power, 
to  obtain  the  performance  of  those  en- 
gpagements.  The  strongest  representa- 
tions, consistent  with  a  regard  to  those 
righu,  bad  been  made,  calling  upon  the 
Porte  to  fulfil  the  promises  which  had 
been  given  to  the  Syrians,  and  bis  firm 
belief  was  that  they  would  be  performed. 

Lord  C  Hamilton  was  understood  to 
express  a  doubt  whether  Mr.  Wood  should 
not  properly  be  regarded  as  altogether  a 
British  agent  in  the  negotiations  with  the 
people  of  Syria. 

Viscount  Palmerston  admitted  that 
Mr.  Wood  was  a  British  dragoman  acting 
under  Lord  Ponsonby,  but  he  had  autho- 
rity from  the  Turkish  government,  and  in 
virtue  of  it  he  held  those  communications 
with  the  subjects  of  the  Ottoman  Porte. 

Conversation  dropped. 

The  Order  of  the  Day  being  again  put. 

Distress  of  the  People.^]  Mr.  S. 
Crawford  felt  it  absolutely  necessary  to 
make  another  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, with  reference  to  the  condition  of 
the  working  classes  and  the  great  urgency 
of  some  measures  for  their  relief,  bMause 
since  Friday  last  he  had  received  a  state- 
ment from  Rochdale  exhibiting  an  amount 
of  pressure  and  distress  which  it  was  per* 
fectly  frightful  to  contemplate.  It  ap- 
peared that  in  that  town,  which  be  had 
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the  honour  of  representing,  there  were  136 
persons  living  on  6d,  per  week,  290  on 
I0d.i  608  on  Is.,  855  on  Is.  6d.,  and 
1,500  on  Is.  lOd.  per  week.  Of  these 
five-sixths  had  scarcely  a  blanket  among 
them ;  eighty*five  families  had  no  blanket, 
and  forty-six  families  had  only  chaff  beds, 
without  any  covering  at  all.  When  such 
a  statement  had  been  placed  in  his  hands, 
he  could  not  in  duty  to  his  constituents 
remain  silent  at  bis  post.  He  was  com* 
pelied  to  plead  in  their  behalf  for  some 
measure  of  immediate  relief.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  called  for  time  to  consider 
how  these  evils  could  be  remedied,  but 
surely  five  months  were  too  long.  If  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  could  not  propose 
measures  effectnally  to  relieve  the  people, 
some  temporary  act  should  at  least  be 
passed  to  cheapen  the  price  of  food  by  re- 
moving the  tax  on  the  importation  of 
foreign  corn*  The  right  hon.  Baronet  also 
proposed  a  renewal  of  the  New  Poor-law 
Bill  and  of  the  commission,  which  had 
had  the  effect,  and  was  intended  to  have 
the  effect  of  reducing  the  means  by  which 
the  poor  were  to  be  relieved.  The  report 
reeently  published  by  the  commiaioners 
showed  that  they  had  sealously  endea- 
voured to  limit  the  means  of  out-door  re- 
lief. If  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  renew  the  Poor-law,  he  should 
move  a  clause  by  which  the  commissioners 
ahoukl  be  precluded  from  extending  its 
operations  to  districts  not  already  under 
its  provisions,  and  also  from  restricting 
or  forbidding  out-door  relief  in  any  case 
without  the  consent  of  the  guardians.  He 
earnestly  hoped  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  seriously  apply  himself  to  this  im- 
portant subject.  He  must  not  rely  only 
om  the  largeness  of  the  majorities  by 
which  he  might  be  supported  ;  if  his  mea- 
sures were  not  in  accordance  with  the 
feeiiogs  of  the  nation,  the  greater  his 
majority  now,  the  greater  would  be  his 
weakness  by-and*by.  Public  opinion 
would  recoil  on  htm,  and  the  effect  would 
be  as  in  the  case  of  the  Reform  Bill.  He 
idid  not  object  to  the  grant  of  a  supply 
upon  any  party  grounds:  he  did  so  in 
order  that  he  might  have  the  opportunity 
of  eliciting  an  assurance  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  that  inquiry  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  laboaring  classes  should  not  be 
fMstponed  till  next  Session.  Unless  the 
right  boo.  Gentleman  gave  some  mtimUf 
4ioo  to  thai  effect,  he  should  decidedly  re- 
cord his  disitent  to  the  present  notion. 
.    Sir  B.  Peel  assured  the  hon.  Qeotie* 


man  that  he  heard  with  the  deepest  regret 
any  account  of  the  sufferings  of  any  por^ 
tion  of  the  people  of  this  country ;  at  the 
same  time  he  had  a  very  strong  impression 
that  it  was  very  difficult  by  any  act  of  ie* 
gislation  suddenly  to  provide  a  remedy* 
He  thought  he  should  only  be  counte- 
nancing a  fatal  delusion  if  he  encou* 
raged  the  belief  that  it  was  possible  foe 
Parliament  to  adopt  any  act  by  which  im-* 
mediate  relief  might  be  obtained.  There 
must  be  an  universal  impression  on  each 
side  of  the  House,  however  differently 
Members  might  feel  on  other  ij^atters,  that 
the  only  hope  with  respect  to  the  effect  of 
legislation  was  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
improvement,  and  work  a  gradual  ame- 
lioration in  the  state  of  society.  Any 
sudden  intervention  on  the  part  of  the 
Legislature  could  afford  but  little  hope  of 
supplying  an  immediate  remedy  for  evils 
which  aU  roust  deplore.  He  was  sorry 
that  he  could  not  purchase  the  acquies- 
cence of  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  this  mo* 
tion  by  holding  any  language  different 
from  that  which  he  expressed  on  Friday  i 
but  in  repeating  thst  determination,  he 
begged  to  assure  him  that  he  regarded  tb« 
statements  he  had  made  with  feelings  as 
poignant  as  those  the  hon.  Gentleman  bad 
himself  evinced. 

Mr.  Themelj^  had  no  statistkal  states 
menta  to  lay  before  the  House^  but  he 
could  assure  them  that  there  was  not  a 
single  branch  of  manufacturing  industry 
which  waa  not  in  a  state  of  depressioa. 
He,  for  one,  should  have  infinitely  grei^ler 
pleasure  In  remaining  there  until  nex^ 
February,  than  in  sheeting  at  that  period. 
He  had  looked  that  morning  at  a  stater- 
ment  which  was  given  of  the  state  of  our 
cotton  trade.  He  found,  that  in  1840,  the 
quantity  of  cotton  taken  out  of  the  Liver- 
pool market  for  the  weekly  consumption 
was  23,288  bales,  while  in  1841  it  was 
19,304  balea*  showing  a  reduction  of  one* 
uxth.  This  was  accounted  for  by  the 
closing  of  so  many  mills,  and  the  working 
of  abort  time  in  others,  causing,  of  course, 
great  distress  among  the  labouring  classes. 
He  had  conversed  with  men,  during  the 
late  recess*  engaged  in  commerce;  and 
he  must  say»  that  without  regard  to  poli- 
tical opinKMM,  every  practical  man  con^ 
curred  in  the  opinion  that  had  there  been 
a  duty  of  8s.  imposed  in  last  May,  and 
the  reductbn  which  had  been  proposed 
bad  taken  place  in  the  augar  duties*  a 
great  improvement  must  have  ensued  in  the 
eooamerce  and  manuCpictttiea  of  the  coun- 
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Inr.  Let  them  look  at  the  daty  which 
might  have  been  derived  from  corn. 
Thero  were  not  less  than  1,600,000 
quarters  in  bond  at  the  present  time^ 
which,  at  8s.  doty,  would  yield  640,000/. 
At  the  daty  of  Is.,  these  would  give 
but  80,000/.,  showing  a  difference  of 
660,000/.  Thus  wonld  the  revenue  be 
benefitted  by  500,000/.,  while  Is.  more 
would  not  be  charged  to  the  consumer. 
He  was  persuaded  more  had  been  paid  to 
the  foreigner  on  the  Continent  than  the 
500,000/.  that  would  have  gone  to  the 
Treasury,  if  com  had  been  purchased 
according  to  the  usages  of  commercial 
prudence.  In  common  cases,  orders  were 
sent  to  foreign  countries  to  purchase  when 
goods  could  be  had  at  certain  limited 
prices,  and  to  be  shipped  when  the  freight 
eodld  be  contracted  for  at  low  terms ;  but 
it  being  ascertained  early  in  August,  that 
from  the  working  of  the  averages,  the  duty 
would  be  at  the  lowest  in  the  week  com- 
mencing either  9th  or  16th  of  September, 
orders  were  sent  to  the  rear  ports  of  the 
Continent  to  purchase  at  high  rates,  and 
to  give  almost  any  rate  of  freight  in  order  to 
get  to  market  sd  as  to  reach  the  low  duty. 
He  was  persuaded  that  the  public 
would  pay  a  great  deal  more  to  the  fo* 
reigner  on  the  continent  in  the  purchase 
of  corn  at  an  advanced  prtce^  than  the 
500,OOOL  which  would  have  been  levred 
as  duty,  and  would  have  gone  into  the 
Treasury,  if  the  trade  were  conducted 
according  to  the  common  usages  of  com- 
mercial prudence.  It  was  usual  to  fix  the 
duty  according  to  the  value  of  the  article, 
but  let  them  look  at  the  present  rate  of 
the  duty  on  corn. 

ATcnfcprk*.  Daty.  Poreent. 

Ad  Valorett. 

Wheat    .    73    2  10  equal  to    li 

Barley     .    37    8  6    4         „         17 

Oats        .     24     9  10    9         „         43 

Rye         .    38    3  12    6         „         30 

Beans      .    43     5  5    0         „         11 

Peas        .    45    5  2    0        „         5J 

Let  the  House  look  to  the  operation  of 
the  Corn  law  as  regarded  itsefPectsupon  the 
United  Slates  of  America,  our  best  cus- 
tomers. Though,  as  the  law  stood,  it  had 
proved  possible  to  bring  corn  into  this 
country  from  the  near  ports  of  Europe,  it 
was  impossible  that  America  could  send 
in  a  quarter  of  wheat,  so  as  to  obtain  the 
adva^Uge  of  the  low  rate  of  duty.  Be- 
fore the  Americans  could  be  aware  of  the 
reduction  |a  the  rate  of  duty  they  were 


shut  out  from  all  participation  in  it.  He 
submitted  these  considerations  to  hon« 
Gentlemen  opposite.  The  Congress  of 
the  United  States  were  to  meet  in  Decem- 
ber, and  the  manufacturers  of  America 
were  already  at  work  to  prevent  the  intro« 
ductton  of  British  commodities  there,  ex- 
cept at  advanced  duties;  and  unless  in 
the  interval  the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try would  put  the  commodities  of  the 
United  States  on  a  fair  and  equal  footing, 
it  was  certain  that  this  country  would  lose 
the  opportunity,  perhaps  the  only  oppor- 
tunity she  would  ever  have,  of  gaining 
such  an  access  to  that  market  as  she  ought 
to  have.  He  was  not  surprised  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  Import 
duties  should  have  produced  such  an 
effect.  The  justice  of  the  views  set  forth 
in  it  was  universally  admitted,  he  knew 
that  it  was  read  extensively  in  America, 
but  he  begged  the  House  would  conaider 
what  the  Americans  said  of  it : — 

"  When  yoQ  act  on  tlie  same  principles  yoa 
bave  so  beautifully  enunciated,  and  adroit  our 
produce  into  your  markets,  then  you  may  lay 
claim  in  turn  to  the  sympathy  and  liberality  of 
other  countries.'* 

With  respect  to  the  sugar  duties,  it  was 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Liverpool 
who,  some  time  ago,  had  carried  an 
amendment  against  the  reduction  of  the 
sugar  duty,  grounded,  he  (Mr.  Tborneiy) 
believed,  upon  the  principle  of  eneooragw 
ing  the  sale  of  sugar^  the  growth  of  frco 
labour,  in  preference  to  sugar,  the  growth 
of  slave  labour.  But  it  appeared  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Liverpool  were  of  a  different 
opinion  to  the  noble  Lord;  for  it  was  a 
curious  fact  that  every  sugar  reBnery  in 
Liverpool  had  ceased  working  sugars  of 
British  growth,  and  were  exdusively  en- 
gaged in  refining  foreign  sugars  in  bond. 
In  one  week  1,100  faN^xes  of  Havannah 
sugars  were  sold  to  be  so  refined.  The 
fact  appeared  from  the  prices  current  of 
Liverpool,  to  which  he  referred  the  noble 
Lord.  The  sugar  so  refined  waa  sent  all 
over  the  world.  It  was  sent  to  Jamaica, 
Demerara,  British  America,  and  even  to 
the  Isle  of  Man.  Everything  had  been 
done  to  mystify  the  price  of  sugar. 
The  price  of  raw  sugar  in  bond  raigbl 
be  called  2d.  per  pound;  refined  su^^ 
gar  4d.  per'  pound.  All  above  these 
prices  paid  by  the  consumer,  vaa 
either  duty  paid  to  the  revenue,  or  the 
price  paid  for  the  sugar  monopoly.  He 
was  of  opioioo,  that  if  her  Majesty's  late 
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Ooternment  had  carried  the  12s.  duty 
they  proposed  to  lay  upon  foreign  sugar, 
there  would  DOt  have  been  a  single  week 
in  which  the  grocers  and  refiners  would 
not  have  selected  largely  from  that  sugar, 
by  which  means  the  country  would  have 
been  greatly  benefited  by  the  reduction  in 

trice,  and  the  revenue  largely  benefited 
y  the  duty.     In  conclusion,  he  would 
say,  that  he  had  passed  a  long  commer- 
cial life ;  he  was  now  oat  of  business ;  and 
he  bad  never  entertained  any  other  opi- 
nions than  those  in  favour  of  free- trade 
principles,  of  the  soundness  of  which  he 
was  perfectly  convinced.     He  had  been 
long  an  observer  of  the  working  of  the 
monopoly  system;  and  he  was  not  sur- 
prised at  the  impression  the  report  of  the 
import  duties  committee  had  had  upon  the 
country.     He  was  in  the  habit  of  being 
early  in  his  attendance  at  the  House,  and 
he  had  remarked,  that  among  the  prayers 
read  at  the  Table  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  business,  there  was  one, 
''that  we  may  lay  aside  all  private  inter- 
ests, prejudices,  and  partial  affections/' 
Happy,  indeed,  would  be  that  day,  when 
Members,  upon  entering  that  House,  would 
leave  at  the  door  all  private  and  personal 
interest,  whether  it  be  that  of  the  land- 
owner, the  manufacturer,  or  the  merchant. 
True,  they  had  a  duty  to  perform  to  their 
constituents,    but   they  had  likewise    a 
higher  duty  to  perform  to  the  country  and 
to  the  world.    He  deeply  regretted  that 
the  measures  of  commercial  reform  pro- 
posed by  the  late  Ministers,  had  not  been 
carried,  as  he  was  sure  they  would  have 
been  productive  of  immense  national  bene- 
fit.    He  would  urge  upon  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite,  that  if  he  would  set 
himself  in  defiance  to  those  who  came 
there  for  the  furtherance  of  private  and 
partial  interests,  he  would  have  the  op- 
portunity of  doing  an  immeasurable  good 
to  the  country — a  good  for  which  that 
country  would  be  for  ever  indebted  to  him. 
Mr.  H.  R.  Yorke  said,  though  imme- 
diate  relief  was  much   wanted    by  the 
people  under  their  distresses,  he  thought 
the  position  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
as  a  public  man,  ijrith  his  immense  re- 
sponsibilities, ought  also  to  be  considered. 
It  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  misery 
now  spoken  of  was  increasing  in  the  spring 
of  the  year,  and  with  the  misery  there  was 
increasing  an  excess  of  expenditure  over 
income.    The  right  hon.  Baronet,  how- 
ever>  having  objected  to  the  specific  mea- 


sures of  relief  proposed  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment, was  bound  to  bring  forward 
others  in  their  place.  It  was,  therefore, 
with  intolerable  pain  that  he  heard  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  say  he  intended  only  to 
propose  a  certain  sum  to  be  voted  for  the 
ventilation  of  the  House— a  thing  excel- 
lent in  its  way ;  another  sum  for  the  cen- 
tralisation of  royal  vegetables,  also  a  thing 
excellent  in  its  way— and  other  sums  for 
the  public  service.  The  right  hon.  fikiro- 
net  also  meant  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue the  Poor-law,  by  the  affected  detest- 
ation of  which,  and  the  denunciation  of 
its  obnoxious  clauses,  many  hon.  Members 
had  gained  their  seats,  and,  having  done 
this,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  moat 
kindly  send  the  country  Gentlemen  back 
to  their  accustomed  avocations. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question  that 
the  Speaker  do  leave  the  Chair: — Ayes 
136;  Noes  22:  Majority  114. 

Litt  of  the  Ates. 

A'Court,  Captain  Ferrand,  W.  B. 

Acton,  Colonel  Fleming,  J.  W. 

Allix,  J.  P.  Forbes,  W. 

Antrobus,  £.  Forman,  T.  S. 

Arbuthnott,  hon.  H.  Fuller,  A.  £. 

Atiwood,  M.  Oaskell.  J.  Milnes 

fiaillie.  Colonel  Gill,  T. 

Baird,  W.  Gladstonept .  hn.W.B. 

Baldwin,  C.  B.  Gore,  M. 

Baring,  hon.  W:  B.  Goring,  C. 

Baskerville,  T.  B.  M.  Ooulbum,  rt.  hon.  H. 

Beckett,  W.  Graham,  rt.  bn.  Sir  J. 

Berkeley,  hon.  C.  Grant,  Sir  A.  C. 

filackstone,  W.  S.  Greenall,  P. 

Bodkin,  W.  H.  Greene,  T. 

Boldero,  II.  G.  Grimsditch,  T. 

Borthwicke,  P.  Grogan,  E. 

Boscawen,  Lord  Hale,  R.  B. 

Botfield,  B.  Hamilton,  W.  J. 

Branston,  T.  W.  Hamilton,  Lord  C. 

Broadley,  H.  Harcourt,  G.  G. 

Brooke,  Sir  A.  B.  Hardinge,  rt.ho.Sir  H. 

Browne,  hon.  W.  Hayes,  Sir  £. 

Bruce,  Lord  Henley,  J.  W. 

Buck,  L.  W.  Henniker,  Lord 

Campbell,  A.  Herbert,  hon.  S. 

Canning,  rt.  hn.  Sir  S.  Hogg,  J.  W. 

Carnegie,  hn.  Capuin  Hope,  hon.  C. 

Chelsea,  Viscount  Hope,  G.  W. 

Chetwode,  Sir  J.  Hornby,  J. 

Clerk,  Sir  G.  Howard,  hn.  C.  W.  O. 

Clive,  hon.  R.  H.  Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 

Cochrane,  A.  Irton,  S. 

Collelt,  W.  R.  Irving,  J. 

Cripps,  W,  Johnson,  W.  G. 

Dalrymple,  Captain  Jolliffe,  Sir  W.  G.  H. 

Darby,  G.  Kerrison,  Sir  E. 

Dawnay,  hon.  W.  H.  Knigbtley,  Sir  C. 

Divett,  £.  Langston,  J.  H. 

Douglas,  Sir  C,  £.  Leicester,  Earl  of 

Egertop,  W.  T.  LiltoBTE^^^T^ 
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Lockhart,W. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
Manners,  Lord  G. 
Match,  Earl  of 
Marsham,  Viscount 
Mastermany  J. 
Miloes,  R.  M. 
Morgan,  O. 
NichoU,  rt.  hon.  J. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
Owen,  Sir  J. 
Pakington,  J.  S. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Ramsbotiom,  J. 
Reade,  W.  M. 
Rice,  £.  R. 
RoUeston,  Colonel 
RoBe,rt.hon.Sir6. 
Ruthbrooke,  Colonel 
RnsseU,  Lord  J. 
Russell,  C. 
Sanderson,  R. 
Sandon,  Viscount 
Scott,  R. 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Seymour,  Lord 


Sibthorp,  Colonel 
Smylbe,  hon.  O. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
ToUemache,  hn.  F.  J. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Tufnell,  H. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Verner,  Colonel 
Vivian,  J.  E. 
Vyvyan,  Sir  R.  R, 
Waddington,  H.  S. 
Wakley,  T. 
Walsh,  Sir  J.  B. 
Welby,  G.  E. 
Wigram,  J. 
Wilde,  Sir  T. 
Wood,  Colonel 
Wood,  Colonel  T. 
Worsley,  Lord 
Wortley,  hon.  J.  S. 
Wyndbam^  Colonel 


TELLERS. 

Baring,  H. 
Fremantle,  Sir  T. 

List  qf  the  Noes. 


Bowring,  Dr. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Bryan,  G. 
Cobden,  R. 
Collins,  W. 
Dennistoun,  J. 
Elphiostone,  H. 
Ferguson,  Colonel 
Fielden,  J. 
Gibson,  T.  M. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Harford,  S. 
Hawes,  B. 


Napier,  Sir  C. 
Ogle,S.C.H. 
Philips,  M. 
Piumridge,  Captain 
Protheroe,  E. 
Rennie,  G. 
Thomely,  T. 
Walker,  R. 
Yorke,  H.  R. 

TELLERS. 

Williams,  W. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 


House  in  committee. 

Supply  —  Miscellaneous  Esti- 
mates.] On  the  question  that  a  sum  not 
exceeding  60,000/.  be  granted  for  com- 
pleting the  sum  necessary  to  defray  the 
expenses  for  civil  contingencies  until  the 
31  St  of  March,  1842. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  hoped  the  system  of 
jobbing  which  for  more  than  ten  vears  had 
been  practised  by  her  Majesty's  late  Min- 
isters would  now  be  put  an  end  to.  He 
would  say  nothing  of  the  appointment  of 
a  reverend  gentleman  to  the  deanery  of 
Armagh,  which  he  designated  an  insult  to 
the  Archbishop — he  would  say  nothing -of 
the  appointment  of  a  noble  Lord  to  sit  for 
about  seventeen  days  for  the  adjudication 
of  important  cases  at  the  Irish  bar— he 
would  say  nothing  of  all  the  other  jobs 
that  had  been  perpetrated  by  t^e  late 
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Government,  for  he  had  a  confident  hope, 
and  a  firm  belief,  that  such  mal-practices 
would  not  be  permitted  by  the  party  now 
in  o6Sce.  There  were  two  or  three  points, 
however,  in  the  miscellaneous  estimates  to 
which  he  could  not  help  adverting.  One  of 
them  related  to  an  hon.  Member  of  that 
House,  of  whom  he  wished  to  speak  with 
no  disrespect,  for  he  admitted  the  talents 
and  assiduity  of  that  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
considered  that  the  blame  did  not  attach 
to  him,  but  to  the  late  Government,  which 
had  appointed  him  to  the  discharge  of 
certain  duties.  The  hon.  Gentleman,  now 
Member  for  Bolton,  but  then  Member  for 
Kilmarnock,  had  held  a  seat  in  that 
House  for  a  period  of  two  years>  six 
months,  and  five  days,  and  at  that  time 
was  receiving  a  considerable  salary,  and 
sums  for  his  expenses  for  duties  which  he 
undertook  and  discharged,  as  he  (Colonel 
Sibthorp)  bad  already  admitted,  with 
great  talent  knd  assiduity.  The  amount 
received  by  that  hon.  Member,  and  shared 
(as  he  understood)  with  two  other  Gen- 
tlemen, was  17,159/.  15s.  dc?.,  according 
to  an  official  return  granted  on  a  motion 
of  his  (Colonel  Sibthorp's)  last  year,  and 
that  sum  was  for  four  or  five  reports.  He 
had  not  read  those  reports,  nor  did  he  in- 
tend to  read  them ;  they  might  be  very 
useful  documents,  and  might  contain  much 
important  matter,  but  they  were  too  much 
for  him  to  understand.  He  protested 
against  the  grounds  on  which  that  sum 
was  given  to  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  W,  Williams  said,  that  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Colonel  opposite  had  often 
been  associated  with  him  in  opposition  to 
acts  of  extravagance  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment, and  he  (Mr.  Williams)  trusted,  that 
now  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman's 
own  party  was  in  power,  he  would  con- 
tinue in  the  same  course.  He  must  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  of  the 
items  contained  in  the  estimates.  He  ob- 
jected particularly  to  the  items  charged 
for  the  expense  of  ambassadors'  outfits, 
and  was  quite  sure,  that  the  Government 
would  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  per- 
sons most  competent  to  fill  these  offices  for 
the  emoluments  annually  allowed  to  them, 
without  any  of  these  additional  charges  for 
outfits.  He  was  quite  unable  to  account  for 
one  of  the  charges,  ,and  was  at  a  loss  to 
imagine  how  it  could  be  justified — it  was  a 
charge  of  319/.  12s.,  for  the  master  of  the 
ceremonies  and  packing  of  pictures  for 
her  Majesty's  ambassador  at  Paris.  It 
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was  utterly  impossible  that  the  people,  in 
their  present  distressed  and  impoverished 
condition,  could  afford  lo  pay  more  taxes ; 
therefore,  if  expenses  of  this  kind  were 
continued,  and  further  taxation  should  in 
consequence  become  necessary,  the  in- 
evitable result  would  be,  that  the  higher 
classes,  who  alone  profiled  from  such 
lavish  expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
must  bear  the  additional  taxation  them- 
selves^  by  placing  a  charge  upon  pro- 
perty. There  was  another  item  that 
appeared  to  him  to  be  most  objec* 
tionable,  viz.,  678/.  to  defray  the  amount 
expended  on  account  of  the  visits  of 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Russia,  the  Prince 
of  Leiningen,  the  Duke  of  Coburg, 
the  Duchess  of  Braganaa,  the  King 
of  the  Belgians,  and  Count  Mensdorf. 
Why  were  the  people  of  this  country  to 
be  made  to  pay  the  expenses  of  these 
illustrious  visitors?  Then  there  was  a 
charge  of  406/.  I4s.  6d.  for  the  incidental 
expenses  of  the  chief  bailiff  of  the  Tower 
of  London  for  one  year  to  5ih  of  Aprils 
1840.  How  was  that  to  be  accounted  forf 
Again,  there  was  a  charge  of  2,70?/.  for 
the  Marshal  of  the  Queen's  Bench  Prison, 
on  account  of  salary  and  expenses  for 
one  year  and  a  quarter  to  the  dOih  of 
September,  1840,  in  consequence  of  the 
fees  being  de6cient  to  that  amount*  He 
thought  that  that  charge  required  expla-* 
nation,  and  the  same  remark  applied  to 
the  charge  of  360/.  4«.  4d.  for  the  amount 
issued  to  pay  fees  to  certain  ofBcers  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer  upon  passing  de^ 
clared  accounts.  Supposing  the  officers 
to  be  amply  paid,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  con- 
jecture why  the  public  should  be  eharged 
with  the  payment  of  these  fees.  Then 
there  was  a  charge  of  387/.  16s.  (^d.  for 
appointing  the  right  hon.  Charles  Poulett 
Thomson  Captain -general  and  Governor- 
in-chief  of  her  Majesty's  provinces  in 
British  North  America.  He  believed,  that 
this  was  to  defray  the  cost  of  stamps  ne- 
cessary to  make  out  the  appointment,  but 
surely  as  the  appointment  in  itself  was 
one  of  high  honour  and  distinction,  and 
accompanied  with  a  salary  of  7,000/.  per 
annum,  the  individual  who  received  it 
ought  at  least  to  bear  the  expense  conse- 
quent upon  its  being  conferred.  He  found 
another  charge  of  1,455/.  12s.  4d.  for 
sums  paid  to  sundry  persons,  as  of  her 
Majesty's  bounty.  He  should  like  to 
know  what  those  sums  were,  and  to 
whom  they  were  paid.    No  explanation 


was  given  of  them  in  the  vote*  After  a 
brief  reference  to  one  or  two  other  items 
of  a  smaller  amount,  the  hon.  Qentlemaa 
concluded  by  expressing  a  strong  couvio- 
tion  that  the  chief  part  of  these  expenses 
might  be  saved  to  the  country,  without 
any  injustice  to  individuals  or  injury  lo 
the  public  service. 

Lord  /.  Russell  said,  he  could  not  but 
express  an  opinion  adverse  to  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Coventry,  with  regard 
to  the  last  point  he  had  mentioned.  The 
hon.  Member  supposed,  that  in  the  case 
of  ambassadors  and  others  occupying  high 
offices  abroad,  the  expense  of  their  outfits 
was  not  properly  incurred  by  the  state. 
Undoubtedly  that  might  be  so,  if  the 
House  were  prepared  to  say  this,  that 
none  but  persons  of  great  fortune  should 
be  appointed  to  such  offices.  If,  how- 
ever, as  he  presumed,  the  House  Would 
concur  in  thinking,  men  of  great  talent 
should  rather  be  preferred,  even  with 
small  private  fortunes,  and  without  the 
ability  to  lay  out  large  sums  of  ready 
money,  to  the  amounts  requisite  for  their 
outfits,  then  these  expenses  were  properly 
borne  by  the  State.  Now,  of  course,  no 
distinction  could  be  drawn  between  dif- 
ferent individuals  appointed  to  the  same 
situations,  and  if  the  allowances  were 
made  in  One  class  of  cases,  they  must  be 
made  in  all.  He  confessed,  that  he  had 
often  wished,  when  at  the  Colonial-offict, 
that  governors  sent  out,  instead  of  being 
at  the  expense  of  their  commissions,  should 
have  their  appointments  free  of  expense; 
and  he  was  not  without  hope  that  ar- 
rangements might  be  made  for  securing 
this.  As  to  Lord  Sydenham,  however, 
there  was  no  doubt  that  allowances  had 
been  made  to  him  contrary  to  the  usual 
practice  for  the  expense  of  his  commis- 
sion, and  on  this  ground,  and  this  ground 
only-— that  the  appointment  had  been,  out 
of  the  usual  course,  only  for  a  short  time, 
all  other  governors  being  appointed  for  a 
period  of  six  years  at  least.  Lord  Syden- 
ham having  to  contemplate  only  a  short 
stay  in  Canada.  Had  the  noble  Lord  been 
appointed  for  the  ordinary  period,  as  in 
the  usual  course,  he  would  have  been 
(subject  only  to  the  condition  of  bis  re- 
taining the  confidence  of  the  Crown),  he 
would  have  had  to  bear  this  expense. 
Having,  however,  been  appointed  only  for 
a  short  period,  it  was  not  thought  just 
that  he  should  have  to  pay  this  ex- 
pense*   He  wottid  add  this  as  the  result 
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of  his  experience,  that  $o  far  from 
public  appointments,  especially  of  this 
nature,  being  sources  of  great  emolu- 
ment, the  individuals  filling  these  offices 
were  often  obliged  (as  in  the  case  of 
Lord  Sydenham  had  actually,  after  all, 
been  the  fact)  to  make  no  inconsider* 
able  payments  out  of  their  private  purses. 
Certainly  men  were  always  found  ready 
to  accept  and  even  to  ask  for  these  foreign 
appointments,  but  this  was  from  the  natu- 
ral feeling  of  ambition,  and  desire  to  have 
honojurable  and  useful  employment  in  the 
public  service,  and  it  rarely  or  never  hap- 
pened, that  the  occupants  of  these  offices, 
even  for  considerable  periods,  augmented 
their  private  fortunes.  As  this  was  the 
case,  it  seemed  to  him,  that  it  would  be 
unjust  in  the  State  to  take  advantage  of 
this  feeling  in  the  public  mind,  and  to 
say,  **  Since  there  are  always  to  be  found 
men  willing  to  take  these  appointments, 
they  shall  always  pay  for  them  ;  we  will 
not  allow  a  sufficient  support  to  them, 
but  put  the  offices  up  to  public  auction 
and  give  them  to  the  lowest  bidder."  As  to 
what  had  fkllen  from  the  hon*  and  gallant 
Member  for  Lincoln,  with  respect  to  the 
expensea  incurred  for  Dr.  Bowring*s  ser^^ 
Vices,  he  did  not  tbtok  it  necessary  to  re- 
peat the  conclusive  answers  upon  that 
point  which  had  been  formerly  given. 

Lord  C.  ftnmilton  said,  without  im- 
peaohing  either  the  services  of  the  learned 
doctor,  or  the  jtistice  of  his  remune- 
ration, he  would  take  the  liberty  of  ask- 
ing (as  it  seemed  certainly  but  fair  that 
the  country  should  have  the  full  behefit  of 
those  Services)  whether  it  were  true,  as  he 
had  heard  it  asserted  (and  so  commonly 
that  he  should  think  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posite would  feel  glad  of  an  opportunity 
of  contradicting  it,  were  it  untrue),  that 
the  reports  of  the  learned  doctor  had  been 
greatly  curtailed  and  altered  by  the  noble 
Lord  lately  at  the  head  of  the  Foreign- 
office  ? 

Viscount  Palmerston  said,  he  certainly 
had  struck  out  the  word  **  sovereign,"  ap- 
plied in  several  places  to  Mehemet  Ali, owing 
to  his  learned  Friend's  zeal  in  the  Pacha's 
cause,  which  phrase  did  not  seem  to  him 
quite  correct.  He  had  also  struck  out 
various  passages,  (most  of  them  ex- 
tracts from  other  works,  eulogistic  of 
the  Pacha's  character  atid  policy,  which 
appeared  to  him  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  subject  matter  of  the  inqui 
ries.      But  he  had   made  no  alteration 


whatever  in  the  statistical  portion  of  the 
reports* 

Mr.  Milnes  said  it  seemed  to  him,  that 
in  a  case  of  this  sort,  where  the  agent  was 
sent  out  as  the  officer  of  the  Government, 
there  was  a  perfect  right  on  the  part  of 
the  Ministry  to  alter  his  reports  in  any 
way  necessary  to  render  them  official  do- 
cuments; and  he  would  further  say  that 
he  had  for  one  derived  satisfaction  from 
the  perusal  of  these  reports,  and  he  hoped 
that  her  Majesty's  Government  would  ne- 
ver hesitate  on  proper  occasions  to  propose 
a  similar  course,  nor  could  he  well  con- 
ceive of  any  mode  in  which  public  money 
could  be  more  advantageously  laid  out 
than  in  the  collection  of  such  valuable  in« 
formation. 

An  hon.  Member  said-  this  had  ever 
struck  him  as  one  of  the  worst  jobs  ever 
perpetrated  even  by  the  most  jobbing  of 
Governments. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Supply  Royal  Palaces  —  Poblic 
D (STRESS.]  On  the  question  that  a  sum 
not  exceeding  51,654/.  10s.  be  granted  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  works  and  repairs 
in  public  buildings. 

Mr.  9Viliiams  observed,  that  the  sum  to 
be  expended  on  account  of  the  Royal 
palaces  would  be  greater  this  year  than 
for  some  previous  years-— a  sum  not  less 
than  49,500/. ;  and  many  of  these  palaces 
were  not  inhabited  by  any  Members  of 
the  Royal  family,  but  were  tenanted  b)r 
persons  who  held  them  by  favour  and 
without  any  public  service  or  any  claim 
whatever.  Such  was  the  case  with  Hamp- 
ton.court  and  Kew.  The  latter  was  kept 
up  for  a  foreign  prince.  The  King  of  Ha- 
nover was  no  subject  of  this  realm ;  why, 
then,  should  the  people  of  this  land  be 
taxed  to  keep  up  for  him  a  palace  which 
he  never  used?  Then,  as  to  Kensington, 
only  a  portion  of  the  palace  there  was  oc- 
cupied by  a  member  of  the  Royal  family, 
and  it  would  be  far  better  if  the  kitchen 
and  other  gardens  of  the  palace  were 
thrown  open  to  the  gardens,  which  form- 
ed so  valuable  and  delightful  a  resort  for 
public  recreation.  The  result  would  be, 
not  only  a  great  public  boon,  but  a  great 
public  economy.  There  were  not  less 
than  nine  of  these  palaces  kept  up — there 
was  (besides  the  palaces  at  Brighton  and 
Windsor,)  the  palace  at  Claremont,  kept 
up  at  an  expence  of  14,000/.  annually,  for 
the  King  of  the  Belgians  ;^that  was  a 
Y2 
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charge  which  ought  not  to  be  imposed  on 
the  people  of  this  country.  A  great  deal 
had  no  doubt  been  said  about  the  exceed- 
ing liberality  of  the  King  of  Belgium,  and 
that  he  did  not  touch  any  of  the  money 
himself;  but  what  mattered  it  (o  the 
people,  who  had  to  pay  it,  whether  his 
Majesty  spent  it,  or  somebody  else  for 
him  ?  Really,  to  look  at  these  estimates, 
one  would  imagine  that  we  were  in  a  very 
prosperous  condition.  If  the  expenses  he 
had  alluded  to  were  at  all  connected  with 
her  Majesty's  comfort,  not  one  of  her  sub- 
jects would  wish  to  stop  them  ;  but  it  was 
notorious  that  her  Majesty  ne? er  even  saw 
half  these  palaces.  A  great  part  of  these 
expenses  might  therefore,  without  in  the 
remotest  degree  affecting  her  Majesty,  be 
retrenched ;  and  as  the  right  hou.  Baronet 
the  Premier  had  stated  his  intention  to 
effect  all  possible  savings,  he  trusted  that 
to  this  subject,  so  o'pen  to  retrenchment, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  attention  would 
be  directed. 

Mr.  Wahley  feared  that  no  advantage 
would  attend  the  remarks  which  had  been 
just  made«  The  hon.  Gentleman,  Mr. 
Williams,  spoke  on  that  side  of  the  House 
amidst  gentlemen  by  whom  all  these  esti* 
mates  and  expenses  were  proposed  and 
incurred.  Now  it  appeared  to  him  that 
the  House  should  submit  with  becoming 
humility  to  their  unfortunate  position  at 
this  time,  to  take  what  the  constituencies 
had  been  pleased  to  do  at  the  late  elec- 
tions, and  endure  what  might  be  submit- 
ted to  them  during  the  coming  year.  These 
estimates,  without  doubt,  exhibited  from 
beginning  to  end  a  carelessness  of  the 
public  expenditure — there  was  no  doubt 
about  that,  nobodv  could  deny  it  who 
looked  fairljf  and  dispassionately  at  them. 
Every  man  m  viewing  them  must  suppose, 
if  he  knew  nothing  of  the  financial  condi- 
tion of  this  country,  that  we  were  in  a 
state  of  extraordinary  prosperity,  that 
there  was  no  distress,  no  calamity,  no  di- 
minution of  trade,  and  no  complaining  on 
the  part  of  the  labouring  population. 
Here  was  a  recklessness  of  public  expen- 
diture from  beginning  to  end;  but  who 
was  to  blame  ?  He  declared  that  since  he 
had  been  a  Member  of  this  House  he  had 
observed  more  recklessness  on  the  part  of 
the  Members  of  this  House  with  regard  to 
the.  public  money  than  by  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen who  were  now  in  office  or  by  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  had  left  their  seats 
and  gone  to  the  other  side.    The  real  dif- 


ficulty the  country  had  to  contend  with, 
was  the  wantonness  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons with  regard  to  the  expense.  Only  a 
few  Members  paid  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject; only  a  few  were  captivated  with 
figures;  the  hon.  Member  for  Coventry 
was  one  of  these,  and  he  regretted  that 
there  was  not  more  of  his  class  in  the 
House.  The  Administration  that  was  now 
formed  was  one  of  great  ability,  and  car- 
ried with  it  a  great  part  of  the  wealth  and 
intelligence  of  the  country — and  it  was 
perfectly  useless,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  House,  to  contend  against  a  body  so 
constituted;  they  must  be  patient,  they 
must  bear  aud  forbear,  and  submit  to  the 
propositions  that  were  made  to  them.  Af- 
ter a  fair  trial  had  been  given  them,  then, 
supposing  that  measures  were  not  brought 
forward,  and  curtailments  not  made  which 
ought  to  be  made,  there  might  be  another 
appeal  to  the  country,  and  they  would  see 
what  would  be  the  result.  The  noble 
Lord,  the  Member  for  the  city  of  London, 
and  the  Whig  party,  had  no  reason  to 
complain  of  the  existing  state  of  things, 
or  to  speak  in  a  tone  of  discontent  or  dis- 
satisfaction. This  House  was  constituted 
as  the  offspring  of  the  noble  Lord's  will— 
the  creature  of  his  own  choice.  He  had 
been  entreated  and  solicited  again  and 
again,  within  the  last  six  years,  to  make 
that  change  in  the  constitution  of  this 
assembly  which  was  evidently  necessary. 
But  the  noble  Lord  said,  **  No,  we  don*t 
want  Reform  or  revolution  every  year; 
we  are  satisfied  with  what  has  already  been 
done.'*  How  then  could  the  noble  Lord 
complain  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  when  he  . 
stated  he  wished  for  time  to  produce  those 
measures  which  he  thought  were  necessary 
for  the  public  good.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  already  found  that  he  was 
reclining  on  no  bed  of  roses.  He  did  not 
find  a  rich  Exchequer,  he  did  not  find  the 
finances  of  the  country  in  a  flourishing 
condition ;  and  he,  for  one,  thought  that 
he  ought  to  have  time— that  time  ought 
to  be  afforded.  He  thought  hon.  Gentle- 
men would  be  defeating  their  own  objects, 
and  inflicting  injury  on  the  people,  by 
hurrying  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  the 
adoption  of  immatured  and  indiscreet 
measures.  He  was  surprised  at  the  state- 
ment on  the  other  side,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  not  summon  Parliament 
for  five  months.  Now  he  had  heard 
nothing  of  the  sort  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet;  all  that  he  had  beard  was,  that 
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he  desired  time  to  prepare  the  measures, 
which  he  thought  it  necessary  to  submit 
to  the  House.  He  did  not  know  whether 
those  measures  would  be  good  or  bad,  but 
he  knew  that  hon.  Members  hid  not  the 
power  to  compel  him  to  bring  forward 
those  measures  until  it  suited  his  disposi- 
tion. There  was  a  very  large  majority 
against  them,  and  be  would  repeat  thai 
they  must  submit  patiently  to  what  might 
be  the  determination  of  that  majority. 
This  House  as  now  constituted,  un- 
doubtedly had  not  the  approbation  of  the 
small  party  to  which  he  belonged;  and 
they  did  not  believe  that  the  House,  thus< 
constituted^  would  consult  the  interests  of 
the  people.  They  might  be  deceived — 
and  he  sincerely  hoped  they  might  be  de- 
ceived ;  for  nothing  would  give  him  greater 
delight  than  to  see  measures  of  a  compre- 
hensive character  proposed,  that  were  cal- 
culated to  impart  satisfaction  to  the  public 
and  promote  their  interests.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  on  this  occasion,  had  merely 
adopted  the  estimates  proposed  by  the 
late  Ministers ;  and  probably,  if  Gentle- 
men opposite  had  been  placed  in  a  similar 
position,  they  would  have  acted  in  a  similar 
manner,  pressed  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  been  for  time.  But  he  would  say  that 
if  the  Minister,  in  a  future  Session  of  Par- 
liament, should  come  forward  and  propose 
measures  of  this  kind,  with  the  finances  in 
their  present  condition,  he  would  not  be 
deserving  of  support.  In  fact,  when  they 
looked  at  the  distresses  of  the  working 
people,  to  whom  this  country  owed  all  its 
reputatation,  power,  and  wealth,  it  was  a 
crying  sin  and  shame,  that  1/.  of  expense 
should  be  incurred  that  was  not  justified 
by  circumstances.  The  noble  Lord  who 
had  just  left  the  House  (Lord  J.  Russell) 
had  stated  that  there  should  be  certain 
sums  granted  for  ambassadors  to  foreign 
courts;  but  he  would  ask  if  it  was  meet 
and  proper  that,  when  foreign  princes 
chose  to  come  to  this  country  to  visit 
their  relations  here,  the  poor  English 
public  should  have  to  pay  their  expenses  ? 
Why,  it  was  bringing  discredit  on  mo- 
narchy— it  was  bringing  discredit  on  the 
aristocracy,  and  was  calculated  to  make  the 
people  look  on  them  as  their  persecutors, 
and  as  the  persons  who  ever  and  anon 
were  placing  them  in  more  extreme  dis- 
tress. Now  here  was  a  sum  of  money 
mentioned  in  the  estimate  as  paid  for  the 
expense  of  a  foreign  Sovereign  visiting  this 
country ;  and  a  sum  of  1,000/.  paid  for  an 


ambassador  to  go  to  Frankfort  Was  this 
fair  ?  Could  any  man  believe  this  expen- 
diture to  be  just?  If  the  appointment 
of  an  ambassador  to  Frankfort  were  really 
useful,  be  did  not  object,  for  he  was  not 
one  who  was  disposed  to  complain  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  noble  Lord  op- 
posite (Lord  Palmerston)  had  administered 
the  foreign  affairs;  on  the  contrary,  he 
considered  that  his  administration  of  our 
foreign  affairs  had  the  effect  of  putting 
this  country  in  a  prouder  position  than  it 
had  ever  before  attained,  and  that  Eng- 
land was  never  more  respected  abroad  than 
at  this  moment;  and  this  was  mainly 
owing  to  the  exertions  of  the  noble  Lord. 
Now  he  wished  that  the  noble  Lord  would 
come  forward  and  tell  the  House  next 
year  what  expenses  might  be  reduced  and 
what  might  not  be  reduced.  He  thought 
the  noble  Lord  could  come  down  with  a 
long  list,  showing  that  very  great  reduc- 
tions might  be  made  without  the  slightest 
detriment  to  the  public.  If  he  would  do 
so  it  would  be  received  as  a  happy  climax 
to  h  is  great  exertions.  Many  of  the  offices 
were  utterly  useless,  and  the  estimates 
were  framed  with  an  utter  disregard  of  the 
public  interest;  and  he  did  hope  that  the 
present  Administration  would  see  to  what 
extent  the  people's  burthens  might  be  re- 
duced, and  that  the  principle  of  economy 
would  be  unremittingly  applied. 

Mr.  Fielden  was  surprised  at  some  part 
of  the  speech  just  delivered.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury  had  talked  of  the 
justice  of  giving  the  Government  time. 
That  was  just  what  he  wished  to  have 
given  them,  the  old  constitutional  princi- 
ple being,  that  the  grievances  of  the  people 
should  be  first  redressed  before  the  sup- 
plies were  granted  ;  and  this  appeared  to 
him  the  only  proper  course  on  the  present 
occasion.  The  distress  of  the  country  was 
too  serious  for  delay.  Lancashire  -was 
fast  going.  The  best  workmen  were  de- 
parting to  foreign  countries,  to  obtain 
there  that  subsistence  which  at  home  they 
could  not  get.  He  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther it  was  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  afford  the  people  any  relief  before 
the  winter  set  in  ? 

Mr.  Wakky  would  ask  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Oldham  why  he  did  not  come  for- 
ward with  a  measure  for  the  relief  of  the 
distressed  condition  of  the  country  ?  U 
the  hon.  Member  was  so  fully  impressed 
with  that  idea,  it  was  his  duty  to  propose 
any    remedy  JihiQb.^  he. J^iftj^. fielden) 
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thought  would  effect  the  object  which  he 
had  80  much  at  heart. 

Mr.  Fielden  in  reply  observed,  thai  if  it 
wai  his  duty  to  have  prepared  a  remedy, 
be  would  have  done  so  at  once,  and  with- 
out any  hesitation. 

Mr.  Ewart  observed,  that  if  the  hon. 
Member's  remedy,  patience,  were  the  sole 
recommendation  be  had  to  offer,  he  feared 
he  would  soon  have  to  assist  at  the  inquest 
on  the  defunct  remains  of  the  country. 
He  would,  however,  not  enter  upon  the 
various  topics  which  had  been  suggested 
by  the  hon.  Member,  but  would  confine 
himself  to  the  question  before  the  com-, 
mittee,  and  he  begged  to  give  cipression 
to  the  satisfaction  which  he  felt  in  finding 
that  the  Regent's  Park  was  now  available 
to  the  public  as  a  pleasure  ground.  He 
thought,  that  the  same  course  might  be 
advantageously  adopted  with  respect  to 
other  parks,  and  particularly  as  regarded 
Richmond  Park,  which  would  be  a  great 
accommodation  if  thrown  open  to  the 
public.  There  was  Kew  Park  also,  which 
was  contiguous  to  the  largo  and  popu- 
lous towns  of  Brentford,  Isleworth,  &c., 
aud  which  was  closed  six  days  in  the 
week,  and  which  might,  without  inconve- 
nience, be  thrown  open.  He  hoped,  that 
Kensington  Gardens  would  be  preserved 
in  their  present  state,  and  not  be  en- 
croached upon,  as  the  west-end  of  town 
was  already  sufficiently  built  in ;  and 
unless  breathing  space  was  preserved  ai 
the  present  time,  there  would  be  no  future 
opportunity  for  obtaining  it. 

Mr.  Wakky  said,  that  there « was  no 
more  dangerous  and  unconstitutional  doc- 
trine than  that  which  threw  upon  the 
executive  Government  all  the  responsibi- 
lity of  originating  measures.  It  was  the 
duty  of  Members  unconnected  with  the 
Ministry  to  propose  whatever  measures 
they  thought  would  be  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  the  state,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham  lo  have 
stated  the  other  night  to  the  House  what 
he  thought  would  bj  the  remedy  for  the 
evils  of  which  he  now  complained.  He 
should  like  to  know  whether  the  proposi- 
tion of  an  8s.  duty  on  corn  instead  of  Is 
would  have  had  the  effect  of  relieving  the 
people  from  the  distresses  that  now  pressed 
heavily  upon  themP  He  thought,  that 
the  course  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  intimated 
to  the  House  his  intention  of  pursuing  was 
both  fair  and  reasonable*    The  right  hon. 
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Baronet  did  not  state  that  he  intended  lo 
prorogue,  although  suoh  appeared  to  be 
the  general  impression.  He  thought,  that 
it  was  highly  impolitic  to  wish  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  to  come  down  to  the  House 
with  ill-digested  measures,  and  trust  |o 
chance  for  their  being  carried.  He 
would  never  lend  himself  to  a  factious  op- 
position. It  was  the  duty  of  the  House 
to  give  the  right  hon.  Baronet  a  fair  and 
impartial  trial. 

Mr.  WiUiams  thought  the  case  of  the 
country  stood  thus  :-^The  patient  was 
suffering  from  a  severe  malady  (  the  late 
Government  hud  come  forward  with  mea- 
sures of  relief,  and  they  had  been  rejected, 
and  the  present  Government  refused  to 
administer  a  remedy.  He  thought,  if  the 
measures  of  the  late  Ministry  bad  been 
carried,  that  the  country  would  not  have 
been  in  its  present  deplorable  condition. 

Sir  R.  Ingiii  did  not  wish  to  interfere 
in  the  quarrel,  it  was  a  very  pretty  one  as 
ii  stood.  He  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  observation  in  allusion  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for  Dum- 
fries, who  appeared  to  have  taken  the 
position  formerly  occupied  by  the  la|e 
Member  for  Kilkenny.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber, although  he  reserved  to  himself  the 
liberty  of  doing  what  he  liked  with  bis 
own  ffelds  and  gardens,  wished  to  deny  lo 
the  down  the  right  of  managing  its  own 
property.  He  considered  the  right  of  the 
Crown  to  Richmond-park  lo  be  as  s(ron«^ 
as  that  by  which  any  private  gentleman 
held  his  estates. 

Mr.  Et9ari  thought  that  the  hon.  Ba- 
ronet  was  wrong  in  the  view  whieh  be 
took  of  the  distinction  between  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Crown  and  that  of  private  in- 
dividuals. The  property  of  the  Crown 
was  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  as 
well  as  for  the  interest  of  the  Sovereign. 
He  did  not  think  that  her  Majesty  at  all 
participated  in  the  exclusive  views  enter- 
tained by  the  hon.  Member  opposite. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Supply — Museuv.]  On  the  yote  of 
21,000/.  for  the  new  buildings  of  the 
British  Museum. 

Mr.  Hawes  said,  he  regretted  that  in 
consequence  of  the  librarian  and  his  as* 
sistant  being  engaged  in  making  a  new 
catalogue  for  the  library  and  occupying 
the  apartments,  the  public  were  still  ex« 
eluded  from  that  most  interesting  part  of 
the  building.    He  hoped  that  if  the  object 


66S 


Supply^ 


{Sbpt.  20} 


Caledonian  Canal. 


664 


tion  wera  made,  that  the  dust  created  by 
the  adminion  of  viiitors  would  injure  the 
boo1(i,  proper  nieasurea  would  be  taken  to 
obviate  the  conjectured  miichief.  At  iail 
events,  he  thought  the  objection  not  aufii- 
Client  to  justify  the  exclusion  of  the  public, 
and  he  trusted  that  the  trustees,  some  few 
of  whom  were  present,  would  take  the 
aubjeet  into  consideration. 

Dr.  Bowring  inquired  when  it  was 
likely  that  the  catalogue  would  be  com- 
pleted and  printed. 

Sir  R.  Peel  was  understood  to  reply, 
poastbly  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks. 
With  regard  to  the  observations  of  the 
bon.  Member  for  Lambeth,  the  questions 
whether  the  public  should  be  allowed  pro- 
miscuously to  enter  the  library  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  the  place,  or  to  exa- 
mine and  read  the  books,  were  very  dif- 
ferent. There  was  every  diipotition  on 
the  part  of  the  trustees  to  allow  access  to 
the  library  for  the  purpose  of  study,  but  to 
make  the  library  a  public  promenade  would 
certainly  be  to  destroy  the  design  of  the 
institutioD. 

Mr.  Howes  did  not  think  by  allowing 
the  public  to  walk  through  the  room  those 
who  went  to  study  would  be  disturbed, 
particularly  as  an  apartment  was  specially 
provided  for  their  accommodation. 

Dr.  Bowring  said,  there  was  no  diffi- 
culty in  the  public  obtaining  access  to  the 
libraries  on  the  continent. 

8ir  JR.  Inglia  ventured  to  say,  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  never  seen  ten  per- 
sons at  one  time  in  the  library  of  the 
Vatican  ;  and  though  the  visitors  to  the 
library  at  Paris  were  numerous,  sometimes 
amounting  to  30,000  in  a  short  space  of 
time,  there  were  no  readers  seen  there. 
The  quantity  of  dust  produced  by  so  great 
an  influx  of  persons  must  certainly  be 
very  f;reat,  as  hon.  Members  might  well 
imagine,  from  the  state  in  which  that 
House  was  at  twelve  or  one  o'clock. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Supply— Model  Prisok.]  On  the 
grant  of  15,000/.,  for  the  completion  of 
the  Model  Prison. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  it  was  now  too  late 
to  object  to  this  vote,  but  he  would  ob- 
aerye^  that  if  the  system  adopted  in  the 
United  States,  of  making  prisoners  work 
in  erecting  the  prison  had  been  followed, 
a  considerable  amount  cf  expense  would 
bava  been  saved  to  the  country. 


Supply— Caledonian  Canal.]  On 
the  proposal  that  the  remaining  half  of 
50,000/.,  be  granted  for  the  permanent 
repair  and  improvement  of  the  Caledonian 
Canal. 

Mr.  ^t//tams  said  he  had  been  one 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  and 
report  its  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  the 
condition  of  the  canal,  and  the  advantages 
to  be  derived  to  commerce  from  a  further 
outlay  of  public  money.  He  regretted  to 
say  the  subject  had .  been  treated  very 
summarily,  and  in  the  conviction  that  the 
interests  of  trade  were  not  served  in  pro- 
portion to  the  enormous  expense  of  this 
canal  he  had  voted  against  the  report; 
another  Gentleman  voted  for  it,  two  had 
signed  it  without  having  paid  any  atten* 
tion  to  the  subject ;  and  the  result  on  the 
whole  was  that,  the  numbers  being  equal, 
the  casting  vote  lay  with  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Robert  Steuart,  who,  being  a  Scotch 
gentleman,  thought  it  was  desirable  to 
secure  to  Scotland  the  advantages  of  this 
canal,  and  thus  the  proposition,  originally 
for  granting  200,000/.,  according  to  the 
estimate  of  Mr.  Telford  for  the  canal,  was, 
in  spite  of  his  opposition,  carried.  It  was 
necessary  to  state  to  the  committee,  that 
during  the  last  nineteen  years,  no  less  a 
sum  than  2,350,000/.  had  been  lavished 
by  the  Legislature  upon  this  object,  and 
of  so  little  advantage  was  it  to  the  trade 
of  the  kingdom,  that  the  tolls  on  it  pro- 
duced no  more  than  2,500/.  a  year  since 
1821.  Since  which  the  expenditure  had 
been  26,000/.  above  the  income  derived 
from  it.  For  the  last  seven  years  the 
actual  loss  to  the  country  had  been  on  an 
average  2,070/.  a  year.  This  was  not  the 
only  aspect  in  which  this  great  under- 
taking presented  itself  to  their  considera- 
tion, for  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Walker,  the 
present  engineer,  that,  in  order  to  render 
this  canal  perfectly  complete  and  use- 
ful, a  still  larger  sum  than  the  2U0,000/. 
recommended  by  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee would  be  necessary.  Mr.  Robert 
Steuart,  in  order  to  obtain  the  sanction  of 
the  different  commercial  constituencies  in 
the  country,  wrote  to  five  of  the  principal 
English  ports— namely,  London,  Liver- 
pool, Hull,  Bristol,  and  Newcastle;  he 
also  wrote  to  Belfast,  Dublin,  Glasgow, 
Dundee,  and  Leith.  He  alluded  to  Mr. 
Walker's  report,  and  pointed  out  the  ad- 
vantages which  would  arise  from  increase 
ing  the  depth  of  the  canal  from  eleven 
feet  to  seventeen  feet^  and  placin^jiteamers 
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upon  it,  and  he  woaid  now  read  the  an- 
swers which  were  received.  The  secretary 
to  the  committee  at  Lloyd's,  writing  in 
the  name  of  the  committee,  said : — 

"  Their  impressions  are,  that  no  advantage 
could  accrue  to  the  shipping  and  commerce  of 
the  country  hy  rendering  the  Caledonian  canal 
more  navigahle,  of  sufficient  importance  to 
compensate  for  the  expense." 

And  let  the  House  recollect,  that  a 
great  portion  of  the  shipping  insurance  is 
effected  at  Lloyd's,  The  answer  received 
from  Bristol  was  : — 

'<  This  port  is  not  materially  interested  in 
the  question." 

The  communication  received  from  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Hull  was  to  thb 
effect : — 

"  After  having  made  the  necessary  inquiry 
of  the  merchants  and  shipowners,  we  have  come 
to  the  unanimous  conclusion,  that  the  trade  of 
this  port  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  interested 
in  the  matter,  and,  in  our  opinion,  were  the 
contemplated  alterations  carried  into  execu- 
tion, few  or  no  vessels  leaving  here  to  the 
westward  would  take  advantage  of  the  Cale- 
donian canal." 

Liverpool,  from  which  666  vessels  went 
north  about,  the  year  before,  did  not  con- 
descend to  send  any  answer ;  and  as  it 
was  thought  the  letter  might  have  miscar- 
ried, a  second  was  written,  and  according 
to  his  recollection  the  answer  returned  was 
that  they  considered  the  project  of  no 
value  to  their  trade.  From  Newcastle  no 
answer  whatever  was  received.  The  com- 
munication received  from  Dublin  was  to 
the  following  effect ; — 

*'  I  am  directed  by  the  council  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  to  inform  you  that  the  mer- 
chants of  this  port,  engaged  in  the  Baltic 
trade,  are  of  opinion  that  no  material  benefit 
would  accrue  to  them  if  the  Caledonial  Canal 
was  completed  and  steam«tugs  placed  thereon.'' 

From  Belfast  the  following  resolution 
resolution  was  received: — 

*'  Resolved,  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  this  town  do  not  consider  the  advantages 
likely  to  be  derived  to  the  trade  of  Belfast  to 
be  such  as  to  warrant  them  in  recommending 
such  a  large  toll  as  that  contemplated  for  the 
Caledonian  canal." 

The  replies  from  Dundee,  Glasgow,  and 
Leith  were  in  favoar  of  Mr.  Walker's  plan. 
A  return  was  also  made  by  the  Custom 
House  of  the  number  of  vessels  that  went 
north  about,  from  sixteen  of  the  largest 
commercial  ports  in  the  United  Kingdooiy 
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embracing  nearly  the  whole  of  the  trade 
of  the  country  carried  on  in  that  direction, 
from  which  it  appeared,  that  in  1838>  the 
number  of  ships  was  2,042,  the  tonnage 
being  391,400  tons.  The  namber  of  ves- 
sels going  north  about  from  London,  Li- 
verpool, Hull,  Bristol,  and  Newcastle  was 
1,386,  with  a  tonnage  of  274.000.  Now, 
supposing  all  the  other  vessels  that  west 
north  about  to  have  used  the  Caledonian 
canal,  the  number  would  only  have  been 
656,  and  the  tonnage  1 17,000.  The  nom- 
b6r  of  vessels  that  went  north  aboot  from 
Dundee,  Glasgow,  and  Leith  was  280, 
the  tonnage  49,000.  But  to  the  great 
number  of  vessels  passing  through  the 
Pentland  Firth  the  canal  was  of  no  value. 
The  namber  that  went  through  in  1838, 
was  1,827,  of  which  1,175  were  British 
vessels,  206  American,  220  belonging  to 
Northern  nations,  and  26  from  the  West 
Indies.  Now,  with  respect  to  the  expenses. 
During  the  last  few  years  they  had  been 
nearly  five  times  the  sum  annually  re- 
ceived. Such  an  expenditure  he  consi- 
dered a  perfect  waste  of  the  public  mone?, 
and  he  trusted  that  the  Government  would 
send  down  some  person  in  whom  they 
could  place  confidence,  together  with  an 
engineer,  both  being  unconnected  with 
Scotland,  to  examine  the  work  and  ascer- 
tain whether  it  could  be  conducted  in  a 
manner  beneficial  to  the  country.  If  they 
would  take  the  advice,  he  was  convinced 
that  no  further  outlay  would  take  place, 
and  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exhequer 
would  save  at  least  300,000/.  He  would 
now  state  to  the  House  the  evidence  on 
which  this  outlay  was  recommended.  Mr. 
Walker  was  asked  this  question  with  re- 
ference ^o  the  estimate.  "And  did  yon 
make  any  accurate  or  minute  survey  of 
the  canal  ?  "    His  answer  was : — 

**  I  did :  when  I  say  minute  survey,  I  mean 
such  a  survey  as  I  should  make  without  taking 
the  depth  and  dimensions  of  the  diflferent 
parts.  This  I  requested  Mr.  May  to  do  when 
I  left  the  canal.'' 

Another  question  was, 

"  What  time  did  it  occupy  you  ?  '*  To  which 
he  replied,  **  I  was  about  a  week  altogether 
upon  the  line ;  after  having  finished  the  sur« 
vey,  I  left  with  Mr.  May  instructions  as  to  the 
detailed  surveys.  About  six  months  afterwards 
we  met,  when  the  full  detail  of  the  works  was 
gone  into,  and  an  estimate  of  every  part  was 
formed  from  his  (Mr.  May's)  detailed  survey.'' 

Now  here  was  a  chief  engineer  making 
aa  eatimate  with^i^^l^ywj;.  tiikc^^^tkw 
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Hm  depth  or  dimensions  of  the  canal,  re- 
lying entirely  on  the  evidence  of  Mr.  May, 
an  ordinary  engineer.  No  doubt  Mr.  May 
was  a  inistworthy  man,  but  from  what  he 
(Mr.  WiUiams)  saw  of  him  before  the 
committee,  he  must  say  that  he  did  not 
consider  him  as  possessing  a  snflScient 
knowledge  of  engineering  to  form  an  esti- 
mate of  such  a  work  as  that  now  under 
discussion.  The  estimate  was  founded  on 
a  very  loose  calculation,  and  he  thought 
such  a  large  sum  ought  not  to  be  expended 
without  some  further  inquiry.  Although 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  agreed  to 
in  1839,  some  doubt  was  entertained  on 
the  subject,  and  the  committee  was  revived 
ID  the  following  year,  when  Mr.  Steuart 
stated  that  he  had  received  an  intimation 
that  a  joint^tock  company  had  been 
formed,  who  were  ready  to  take  the  mat- 
ter out  of  the  hands  of  the  Government, 
but  the  negotiation  was  not  carried  into 
effect.  No  evidence  in  favour  of  the  work 
was  adduced  except  that  of  gentlemen 
connected  with  Scotland ;  and  if  the  work 
was  likely  to  confer  so  much  benefit  on 
that  country,  it  was  rather  stranee  that 
some  of  the  commercial  towns  and  coun. 
ties  did  not  undertake  its  management. 
Under  all  the  circumstances,  he  trusted 
the  Government  would  consent  to  post- 
pone the  vote  until  the  next  Session. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  was  of  opinion  that 
the  towns  and  counties  of  Scotland  were 
much  too  wise  to  accept  of  the  offer. 
A  sum  of  money  had  b^n  expended  on 
the  undertaking,  which  there  was  a  natu- 
ral reluctance  to  lose;  but  if  no  public 
advantage  was  likely  to  accrue  from  fol- 
lowing it  up,  he  thought  the  sooner  it  was 
abandoned  the  better.  It  would  be  wiser 
not  to  proce^ed  than  to  incur  the  loss  of 
several  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds 
more.  He,  therefore,  had  no  hesitation 
in  agreeing  to  postpone  the  vote,  and  thus 
afib^  an  opportunity  of  considering  what 
steps  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  loss 
of  what  had  already  been  expended.  No 
further  expenditure  ought  to  take  place 
until  an  impartial  inquiry  should  be  en- 
tered  into  with  respect  to  the  probable  ad- 
vantages which  would  result  from  the 
carrying  out  the  project. 

Sir  &.  Ckrk  did  not  consider  the  work 
likely  to  be  of  benefit  to  Scotland,  and  had 
protested  against  the  large  sum  which 
had  been  annually  voted.  The  work  was 
nnd^taken  not  on  the  recommendation 
of  any  person  connected  with  Scotland. 


It  was  commenced  about  forty  years  ago^ 
on  the  suggestion  of  Lord  Colchester,  Mr. 
Isaac  Hawkins  Brown,  and  Mr.  William 
Smith,  of  Norwich,  whose  political  opin- 
ions were  essentially  different,  but  who 
philanthropically  suggested  that  it  would 
afford  employment  to  persons  residing  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  After  the 
works  had  been  contracted  for,  persons 
accustomed  to  excavations  were  engaged ; 
and  he  believed,  that  not  a  single  High- 
lander was  employed.  He  understood 
that  some  portion  of  the  work  was  in  a 
dangerous  state.  One  part  of  the  canal 
had  been  constructed  by  damming  up  one 
of  the  large  locks  twelve  feet  above  its 
natural  level.  The  embankment  was  now 
rather  insecure,  and  if  it  should  give  way 
a  large  district  would  be  inundated,  and 
probably  a  great  sacrifice  of  life  and  pro 
perty  would  take  place.  He  was  quite 
satisfied,  that  the  work  would  never  pay 
its  own  expenses.  Such  works  ought 
not  to  be  undertaken  as  national  works, 
but  by  individuals,  who  would  be  more 
likely  to  take  an  interest  in  their  manage- 
ment than  any  public  commissioners.  He 
trusted  the  expense  which  had  heen  in- 
curred in  this  instance  would  be  a  warning 
to  the  House  not  to  undertake  the  ex- 
ecution of  public  works.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Coventry  had*  alluded  to  the 
committee  of  1840,  and  to  a  proposition 
for  transferring  the  canal  to  the  manage- 
ment of  a  joint-stock  company.  The  canal 
was  to  be  placed  under  their  control,  they 
undertaking  to  make  all  the  necessary 
repairs,  and  to  be  restricted  to  a  certain 
amount  of  toll.  It  was  true  the  negotia. 
tion  had  been  broken  off  at  that  time,  but 
within  the  last  few  days  another  proposal 
had  been  made  on  the  subject.  It  was 
quite  clear,  that  certain  works  must  be 
proceeded  with  forthwith,  but  he  believed, 
that  suflScient  sums  remained  for  that 
purpose  out  of  the  supply  last  voted. 
Vote  postponed* 

StjppLT — Mr.  Vizard.]  On  the  ques- 
tion that  the  sum  of  10,7601,  be  granted 
to  her  Majesty  to  complete  the  payment 
of  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  ner  Ma* 
jesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department, 

Colonel  Sibthorp  said,  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  again  to  object  to  the  expense 
attendant  upon  a  new  appointment  which 
had  been  made  by  the  late  Government  of 
a  gentlemani  with  whom  he  (Colonel  Sib-» 
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thofp)  had  no  Bcquwiitanoe«  to  the  office 
of  solicitor    to  tbe   Home   DeparlmenU 
After  no  less  than  eighteen  changes  in  the 
Qovernment  of  the  country  since  the  year 
119^9  no  such   appointment    had    been 
Ihoqght  of,  and  it  was  only  during  a  re« 
^ess,  in  which  Parliament  could  not  inter- 
fere,  thfiit  her  Majesty's  late  Administra- 
tion had  thought  fit  to  make  tbe  appoints 
inent.    Then  it  was  that  be  found,  that 
i4r.  William  Vizard  had  been  appointed 
|o  tha  new  post  of  solicitor  to  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department. 
Put  on  looking  to  the  communications 
which  had  passed  between  the  Home-office 
and  the  Treasury,  he  found  that  the  noble 
Lord   at  that  time  at  the  head  of  the 
Home  l)epartmeat,  when  appealed  to  op 
the  subject  of  this  appointment,  stated, 
that  the  bi|siness  of  the  office  would  re- 
quire the  undivided  attention  of  a  profes- 
sional man  of  experience  and  taleot;  and 
yet  the  noble  Lord  had,  in  point  of  fact, 
appointed  a  man  who  held  another  valua- 
ble situationr-ihat  of  secretary  of  bank* 
rupts,  with  a  salary  of  1,200/.,  a  man 
who    during    the   period    he    had    held 
that  situation  bad  received  no  leu  than 
18,UI/.  I7s.  Bd,    To  this  appointment 
he  (^Colonel  Sibthorp)  had  taken  an  objec- 
tion on  a  former  occasion,  and  he  wished 
now  to  know    from  the   right  hon.   Ba- 
ronet, whom  he  rejoiced  now  to  see  at  the 
head  of  the  Home  Department,  whether 
it  was  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Government  to  cancel  that  appoint- 
ment;  and,  above  all,  whether,  in  tbe 
eVent  of  their  continuing  that  office,  it  was 
their  intention  to  reiain  in  it  a  gentleman 
who  held,  besides  it,  the  office  of  Secre- 
tary of  Bankrupts  ? 

Sir  J.  Grahctm  said,  he  could  not  forget 
the  jealousy  with  which  the  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  for  Lincoln  had  regarded 
the  creation  of,  and  the  appointment  to, 
the  office  to  which  his  hon.  and  gallant 
Friend  had  alluded.  He  differed  from 
his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend  in  no  one  par* 
ticular,  but  be  felt  bound  to  say,  that  Mr. 
Vizard  had  been  for  twenty-five  years  bis 
solicitor  and  private  friendi  and  yet,  from 
a  sense  of  public  duty,  and  concurring 
with  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend,  he  (Sir 
J.  Graham)  had  not  been  in  the  office  he 
had  now  the  honour  to  fill  forty-eight 
hours  before  he  sent  for  Mr.  Vizard,  and 
told  him  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
interfere  with  the  vote  to  which  Parlia- 
mant  }iad  come  last  Sessiooi  and  by 
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which   Mr.  Visard's  salary  was  provided 
for  up  to  tbe  5th  of  October  next  \  but  he 
had  announced  to   Mr.  Vizard  that   it 
would  be  the  duty  of  her  Majesty's  Qo« 
vernment  scrupulously  and  carefully  to 
review  the  mode  in  which  the  law  business 
of  tbe  Home-offica  was  carried  on,  and  in 
that  review  he  should  cordially  act  in  con«* 
cert  with  his  right  hon.  Friend  tbe  Cban« 
cellor  of  the  Eiohequer  \  that  his  appoint- 
ment was  not  to  be  held  as  a  bar  to 
that  review,  and  that,  as  at  present  ad* 
fised,  he  did  not  think  it  desirable  that 
tbe  office  he  (Mr.  Visard)  held  under  tbe 
Home  Department  should  be  eoatinued. 
Sir  T.  Wilde  was  satisaed  that  the  re- 
sult of  the  review  to  which  tbe  right  hon. 
Baronet  at  tbe  head  of  the  Home  Depart*- 
ment  had  alluded,  would  be  that  tbe  pub- 
lic service  at  present  demanded  and  would 
continue  to  demand  tbe  continuance  of  tbe 
office  to  which  allusion  had  been  directed. 
Of  such  an  appointment  as  that  of  Mr. 
Visard  he  had  no  knowledge  until  it  had 
been  made;  but  this  he  did  know,  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  Friend  Sir  John  (now 
Lord)  Campbell,  then  the  Attorney«geoe- 
ral,  and  himself  bad  designed  making  a 
representation  in  furtherance  of  such  an 
arrangement  to  the  proper  department  of 
the  late  Administration.    The  duties  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, were  not  only  most  numerous 
but  onerous  in  connexion  with  tbe  Admin- 
istration of  tbe  law.    There  were  very  few 
days  indeed  upon  whieh  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department,  did  not 
receive  letters  from  magistrates  and  others 
requiring  instruction  and  advice  upon  tbe 
construction  of  various  acts  of  Parliament* 
Some  of  these  inquiries  required  the  ear- 
liest possible  attention,  in  order  to  save 
magistrates  from  committing  themselves, 
or  to  prevent  other  similar  and  equally 
unfortunate  evils.    Tbe  course  had  been, 
it  was  true,  that  when  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  been  asked  for  advice,  for  that 
publio  functionary  to  apply  to  the  Trea* 
sury  in  order  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the 
solicitor  of  that  board  upon  the  particular 
point  upon  which  advice  was  solicited* 
NoW|  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, had  various  other  important  duties 
connected  with  tbe  Administration  of  Jus- 
tice to  perform,  and  yet  he  had  under  the 
old  system  first  to  solicit  the  advice  of  the 
solicitor  to  the  Treasury ;  that  solicitation 
answered,  many  statements  as  to  the  law 
and  facta,  frequently  elabQratei  were  ta- 
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leatial;  above  ail*  an  early  answer  was 
necestary,  and  npon  most  of  them  no  man 
was  mora  competent  to  give  such  an  an- 
swer than  was  Mr.  Visard  himself.  Such 
was  the  real  state  of  aflfairs,  and  on  the 
saore  of  economy,  be  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  savins  of  fees  to  the  Attorney  and 
Solieitor-general  upon  such  points  would 
go  considerably,  if  not  wholly,  to  make  up 
the  amount  of  Mr.  Visard's  salary.  For 
Ml.  Viaard,  he  was  not  prepared  to  speak; 
but  thus  much  he  would  add,  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  a  doaen  cases  could  be 
aeni  from  the  Home-office  without  requir- 
ing the  party  referred  to,  pot  only  to  wade 
through  acts  of  Parliament,  but  to  ex- 
amine taw  authorities— a  duty  which  none 
but  a  professional  man  could  discharge. 
I}e  could  also  state,  that  since  Mr.  Viz- 
ard's appointment  there  had  been  a  great 
diminution  of  points  and  cases  referred  to 

.  the  law  officers  of  the  Grown*  But  with 
regard  to  prosecutions,  admitting  as  he 
did  the  high  qualifiealions  possessed  for 
such  purposes  by  Mr.  Maule,  the  present 
solicitor  to  the  Treasury,  than  whom  a 
more  diligent,  indefatigable,  and  intelli- 
gent man  never  tilled  the  office*— still, 
even  that  Gentleman,  pressed  as  he  must 
have  been  with  the  affiiirs  of  his  own  de- 
partment, had  found  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  employ  others  to  conduct  prosecu- 
tions which  the  public  safety  and  protec* 
tion  demanded.  At  the  period  of  the 
machine- breaking  in  the  Midland  Coun- 
ties, Mr.  Tallents,  of  Nawark,  bad  been 
so  employed,  and  must  have  made,  as  he 
deserved,  a  large  demand  upon  the  Trea- 
sury. Again,  the  late  prosecutions  in 
Wales  were  of  such  a  character  and  im- 
portance, as  to  demand  an  attention  upon 
the  part  of  the  solicitor  to  the  Treasury 
which,  consistently  with  his  other  avoca- 
tions and  duties,  it  was  impossible  he 
could  discharge.  And  hence,  be  was  sa- 
tisfied that  not  only  public  economy,  but 

.  public  justice,  would  be  advanped  by  the 

,  appointment  of  such  an  officer  as  the  solif 
citor  for  the  Home  Department.  He 
knew  that  no  situation  required  more  skill 
and  attention.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Vis- 
ard personally  he  could  say,  that  with 

.  1,000/.  a^year  for  himself,  and  500/.  a- 
year  for  an  assistant,  he  bad  renounced 
all  private  professional  practice  in  the 
courts.  He  would  only  add,  that  during 
his  practice  as  a  Queen's  counsel,  and 
also  during  the  period  he  had  held  the 
office  of  Solicitor«ganeral>.tha  piiblic  m-< 


terest  demanded,  and  still  eontinued  to 
demand,  the  constant  aitention  ofaaoli, 
citor  for  the  Home  Department.  The 
Customs,  the  Excise,  the  Mint,  each  had 
their  separete  solicitor,  and,  that  being  the 
case,  why  should  the  Secretary  of  State, 
before  he  could  act,  be  compelled  to  wait 
for  the  opinions  of  the  Attorney  and  Soiir 
citor-general,  when,  with  such  an  officer 
near  him,  the  Secretary  of  State  could 
get,  if  not  the  best,  at  least  very  compe* 
tent  advice  upon  such  questions  within 
twelve  hours?  He  trusted  that  the  whole 
matter  would  be  duly  considered  in  the 
course  of  the  review  of  the  whole  subject 
to  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Se- 
cretary for  the  Home  Department  had 
alluded. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  he  should  be  sorry  at 
once  to  pronounce  a  positive  opinion  upon 
the  subject,  but  having  filled  the  office  for 
some  years  of  Secretary  of  State,  he  must 
at  present  state  that  he  did  not  think  such 
an  office  as  that  which  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
had  eulogized  was  absolutely  required. 
Duripg  the  lime  he  had  held  the  office  of 
Home  Secretary  he  had  an  Under  Secre- 
tary (Mr.  Hobhouse),  who,  though  brought 
from  the  Treasury,  discharged  all  those 
duties  which  the  hon.  and  learned  Gen- 
tleman opposite  had  overlooked,  as  be- 
longing to  an  under  secretary  of  state. 
He  spoke  with  the  greatest  respect  for 
Mr.  Vizard,  when  he  said,  that  with  the 
assistance  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Phiilipps, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, had  little  (o  require  even  upon 
the  most  intricate  and  delicate  oonatruc- 
tion  of  statute  law.  And  pf  Mr.  Hobhouse 
he  must  add,  that  he  very  well  remem- 
bered Sir  Vicary  Gibbs,  remarking,  that 
he  would  not  hesitate  to  put  his  name 
to  any  legal  opinion  given  by  that 
gentleman.  He  repeated,  therefore,  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  had  ap- 
parently overlooked  the  permanent  na- 
ture of  the  appointment  of  the  under 
Secretary  of  State,  and  that  the  office 
was  usually,  as  at  present,  filled  by  gen- 
tlemen of  legal  eminence.  He  (Sir  R. 
Peel)  was  of  opinion  that  the  sum  of 
2,500/.  per  annum  was  quite  enough  to 
secure  sufficient  legal  experience  and 
talent  to  the  Treasury  and  to  the  Home- 
office.  Without,  however,  pronouncing  a 
positive  opinion  now  that  an  inquiry  was 
to  be  prosecuted,  he  would  say,  as  the 
result  of  bis  perf9piy^j^j^pa£i^QP|  thai  it 
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was  better  to  have  an  able  under  Secre- 
tary of  State  rather  than  a  solicitor  as 
legal  adviser  to  the  Home-office. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  entertained  the  high- 
est opinion  of  Mr.  Vizard,  but  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Worcester  had 
not  quite  8atis6ed  him  as  to  the  propriety 
of,  or  necessity  for,  the  appointment. 

Colonel  Rolleston  had  applied  to  the 
Home-office  for  information,  in  his  ca- 
pacity of  magistrate,  ami  had  always 
obtained  the  advice  he  sought.  In  his 
judgment  there  was  no  necessity  for  the 
appointment  of  a  solicitor  to  the  Home- 
office. 

Sir  T.  Wilde  would  bow  to  the  opi- 
nion of  the  House  If,  after  inquiry,  the 
result  should  be  unfavourable  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  appointment ;  but  he  was 
bound  to  observe,  that  it  was  an  unsafe 
practice  to  trust  the  expositions  of  legal 
q^uestions  and  elucidations  of  acts  of  Par- 
liament to  any  one  who  was  not  conver- 
sant with  what  was  passing  daily  in  the 
law  courts.  Mr.  Hobhouse,  no  doubt, 
was  very  talented ;  and  Mr.  Phillipps, 
the  present  under  Secretary,  was  also 
talented ;  but  they  had  been  out  of  praic- 
tice  several  years^  and,  though  each 
might  give  a  very  respectable  opinion  on 
many  legal  points,  vet  ne  doubted  if  ever 
Mr.  Phillipps  would  venture  to  give  an 
opinion  as  to  the  construction  of  an  act 
of  Parliament,  without  first  consulting  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Sir  William 
Grant,  when  only  out  of  practice  six 
months,  declared  his  incompetency  to 
give  a  legal  opinion. 

Sir  R*  feel:  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  had  told  them  that  Sir  W. 
Grant,  after  having  been  out  of  legal 
practice  for  a  period  of  six  months,  con- 
sidered himself  unqualified  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  any  legal  point  that  might 
be  submitted  to  him,  and  yet  the  first 
condition  that  he  had  imposed  upon  Mr. 
Vizard  was,  that  he  should  give  up  his 
court  practice  on  taking  the  office  of 
solicitor  to  the  Home  Department ;  and 
if,  as  was  the  fact,  he  had  now  been  out 
of  court  practice  for  two  years,  how  could 
he  be  better  qualified  to  give  an  opinion 
than  was  Sir  W.  Grant,  after  only  six 
months*  cessation  from  practice  ?  Let  it 
also  be  remembered,  that  the  Home-office 
had  an  Attorney-general  and  a  Solid- 
tOT^general  constantly  practising  in  the 
couru,  to  whom  the^  could  at  all  times 
apply  for  a  legal  opinion  when  necessary. 


Sir  T.  Wilde  did  not  imagine  that  Sir 
W.  Grant  meant  to  say,  that  the.mera 
fact  of  his  having  been  out  of  practice  for 
six  months  incapacitated  him  from  form- 
ing an  opinion  \  but  that  what  he  meant 
to  infer  was,  that  a  person  who  was  not 
constantly  in  the  course  of  professional 
practice  and  professional  reading  was  not 
the  most  safe  adviser.  It  was  true,  that 
Mr.  Vizard  had  been  required  to  give  up 
his  private  practice  on  his  appointment  to 
the  office  in  question,  but  be  had  not, 
therefore,  given  up  his  professional  read- 
ing, and  could  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
say,  that  the  under  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  had  time  to  read 
the  law  reports,  and  to  keep  up  that 
course  of  professional  reading  which  was 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  give  an  opi- 
nion as  to  the  construction  of  acts  of 
Parliament?  He  (Sir  T^  Wilde)  knew 
that,  from  the  nature  of  his  official  duties, 
he  had  no  leisure  for  such  a  purpose ;  and 
that  from  the  moment  he  entered  upon 
his  office  he  must  cease  to  be  a  profes- 
sional man.  But  it  was  perfectly  reason- 
able, that  Mr.  Vizard  should  give  up  his 
private  practice,  and  yet  be  able  to  devote 
nimself  to  such  reaaing  as  was  sufficient 
to  enable  him  satisfactorily  to  perform  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Supply  —  Poor-Law  Commissiov- 
BRs.]  Upon  the  vote — ^29,677/.  for  the 
expenses  and  salaries  of  the  commissioners 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  their  assist- 
ants, being  proposed, 

Mr.  Williams  said,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  assurance  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  opposite  had  given,  that  Uie  whole 
subject  to  which  this  vote  related  should 
be  taken  into  his  consideration  at  an  early 
period  in  the  ensuing  Session,  he  should 
have  felt  it  his  duty  to  propose  a  consi- 
derable reduction  in  the  amount  now  asked 
for ;  but,  relying  on  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net's promise,  he  should  make  no  objec* 
tion. 

An  hen.  Member^  on  the  Ministerial 
side,  observed,  that  if  there  was  not  a 
great  reduction  in  the  expenses  of  this 
department  when  the  estimates  came  be« 
fore  them  next  year,  he  should  move  that 
the  salaries  of  the  Poor-law  Commissioners 
be  reduced  to  the  same  amount  as  the 
salaries  of  £xcise  and  Customs  Commis- 
sioners, He  believed  they  were  now  nearly 
double.-.Vote  .greed  to.^^^^^^^ 
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Upon  tbe  vote  of  19,600/.  for  foreign 
and  other  secret  services  being  proposed, 

Mr.  Williama  said,  that  this  was  a  vote 
to  which  he  should  decidedly  object.  He 
found  the  charge  for  foreign  secret  service 
for  the  year  was  25,000/.;  and  for  the 
home  secret  service,  the  charge  was 
10,000/.;  and  6,000/.  also  for  tbe  same 
services  in  Ireland.  Now  there  was  an 
impression  abroad  that  this  secret  service 
money  was  applied  to  all  sorts  of  improper 
purposes.  It  had  been  said,  that  it  had 
frequently  been  used  to  a  great  extent  at 
the  elections.  He  did  not  object  to  a 
reasonable  sum  being  allowed  for  foreign 
secret  services,  but  he  could  see  no  reason 
for  any  such  expenditure  in  this  country 
or  in  Ireland,  unless  indeed  it  were  re- 
quired to  pay  spies ;  and,  as  spies  were 
not  wanted  in  this  country  or  in  Ireland, 
be  should  oppose  the  vote  altogether,  as 
there  had  been  already  a  sufficient  sum 
voted  for  the  foreign  secret  services. 

The  committee  divided  —  Ayes  144, 
Noes  7;  Majority  137. 

List  of  the  Ayes. 
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Acton,  Colonel 
Aldam.  W. 
AlUx,J.P. 
Antrobus,  £• 
Aibley,  Ix>rd 
Baillie,  Colonel 
Baifd»  W. 
Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 
Barnard,  £.  G. 
Baakerviile,  T.  B.  M. 
Beckett,  W. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Borthwick,  P. 
Boscawen,  Lord 
Botfield,  B. 
Bowriog,  Dr. 
BramstoD,  T.  W. 
Broadiey,  U. 
BrothertOD,  J. 
BrowDe,  hn.  W. 
Burrell,  Sir  C.  M. 
Campbell,  A. 
Carnegie,  hon.  Capt. 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clements,  Viscount 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
CUve,  hon.  a.  H. 
Cochrane,  A. 
Cripps,  W. 
Dalrymple,  Captain 
Darby,  G.  . 
DawDay,  hon,  W.  H. 
Dickinson,  F.  U. 
Dodd,  G. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Douglas,  J.  D.  S. 


Dagdale,  W.  S. 
Egerton,  W.  T. 
Escott,  B. 
Estcourt,  T.  G.  B. 
Ferguson,  Colonel 
Ferrand,  W.  B. 
Fitzroy,  Captain 
Forbes,  W. 
Forman,  T.  S. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,  J.  M lines 
GiIl,T. 
Gore,  M. 
Goring,  C. 
Ooulburn,  rt.  hn.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J, 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Greenall,  P. 
Grimston,  Viscount 
Grogan,  £• 
Hale,  R.  B. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Harcourt,G.G. 
Hardinge,rt.bn.  SirH. 
Hayes,  Sir  E. 
Heathcoat,  J. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Henniker,  Lord 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Ilollond,  R. 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Hope,  A. 
Hope,  G.  W. 


Hornby,  J. 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 
Irton,  S. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Ker,  D.  S. 
Knightley,  Sir  C. 
Law,  hon.  C.  £. 
Lawson,  A. 
Legh,  G.  C. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
Lennox,  Lord  A. 
Lindsay,  H.  H. 
Litton,  £• 
Lockhart,  W. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 
March,  Earl  of 
Marsham,  Viscount 
Masterman,  J. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
Morgan,  O. 
Mundy,  E.  M. 
Murphy,  F.  S. 
Murray,  C.  R.  S. 
Neville,  R. 
Nicboll,  right  hon.  J. 
O'Connell,  M.  J. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 
Paget,  Lord  W. 
Pakington,  J.  S. 
Palmerston,  Viscount 
Peel,  rt.  hn.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 

Plumridge,  Capt. 
Plumptre,  J.  P. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Protheroe,  £• 


Reade,W.M. 
Rice,  E.  R. 
Rolleston,  Colonel 
Rose,  rt.  hn.  Sir  G. 
Rushbrooke,  Colonel 
Sanderson,  R. 
Scarlett,  hon.  R.  C. 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Shenpard,  T. 
Sibtliorp,  Colonel 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 
Smythe,  hon.  G. 
SUnsfield,  W.  R.  C, 
Stewart,  P.  M. 
Stuart,  H. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  J.  A. 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
Thornely,  T. 
Tollemache,  hn.  F.J. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
Tufnell,  H. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Waddington,  H.  S. 
Welby,  5.  E. 
Wigram,  J. 
Wilde,  Sir  T, 
Wood,  Colonel 
Wood,  Colonel  T. 
Wortley,  hon.  J.  S. 
Wyndham,  Colonel 
Yorke,  H.  R. 

TELLERS. 

Fremantle,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  H. 


List  of  the  Nosa. 


Bryan,  G. 
Fielden,  J. 
Harford,  S. 
Hindley,  C. 
Morris,  D, 

Vote  agreed  to. 


Pechell,Captoin 
Wakley,  T. 

TELLERS. 

Williams,  W, 
Crawford,  W.  S. 


Supply— Convicts.]  On  the  vote  of 
133,500/.  for  the  expense  of  convicts  in 
New  South  Wales  and  Van  Diemen's 
Land. 

Mr.  ^i/Ztams  complained  of  the  amount 
of  this  grant  which  made  criminal  juris* 
prudence  very  costly. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said  that  before  next  year 
the  whole  of  these  estimates  should  undergo 
the  most  careful  revision. 

Agreed  to. 

Supply— Education  in  Slave  Co- 
lonies.] 15,000/.  for  the  religious  and 
moral  instruction  of  the  emancipated  Ne- 
gro population  having  been  proposed, 

Mr.  WiUiams  objected  to  tbe  vote.    It 
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was  on  the  whole  as  much  as  was  voted 
for  education  in  England. 

Mr.  V,  Smith  said,  that  his  noble  Friend 
(Lord  J.  Russell)  some  time  before  leav- 
ing office,  had  addressed  a  circular  to  the 
diSerent  West  Indian  colonies  stating  that 
he  could  no  longer  consent  to  this  charge 
for  the  instruction  of  the  Negro  popula* 
tion,  when  so  small  a  sum  was  voted  for 
education  at  home. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Supply  — Ferkando  Po.]  On  the 
sum  of  19,9H7/.  being  proposed  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  expedition  to  the 
Niger, 

Mr,  S.  Wortley  inquired  what  had 
taken  place  with  respect  to  the  sale  of 
Fernando  Po  to  our  Government. 

Viscount  Palmer ston  said  that  the 
Spanish  Oofernment  had  agreed  that  the 
sale  should  take  place,  but  having  sub- 
mitted the  proposition  to  the  Cortes,  they 
found  them  entertaining;  such  a  disinclina- 
tion to  dispose  of  the  island,  that  they 
thought  it  best  to  drop  the  matter. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Supply  —  Provincial  Schools  of 
Dssioif.]  On  a  grant  of  5,000/.  in  aid  of 
local  subscriptions  for  the  establishment 
of  Sohools  of  Design  in  large  towns* 

Mr.  WiUiam$  said,  he  approved  of 
this  grant,  but  regretted  that  he  could  not 
find  people  in  any  town  to  combine  for 
the  purpose  of  extending  the  advantages 
of  schools  6f  dosigo  among  their  fellow* 
townsmen,  and  hoped  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  use  some  strenuous  efforts  to 
promote  their  establishment. 

Sir  B.  Peel  said,  he  should  never  object 
to  the  grant  of  public  money  for  such  a 
purpose.  He  thought  that  it  would  be  a 
great  bcoelit  to  the  country  if  schools 
of  designs  were  established  generally 
throughout  all  manufacturing  districts. 
but  he  was  quite  certain  thai  Government 
alone  should  not  take  it  up,  but  should 
invite  the  co-operation  of  persons  on  the 
spot^  who,  it  was  hoped,  would  take  a 
sufficient  interest  in  the  matter  as  to 
co-operate  aclively  with  the  Government. 
Unless  individuals  in  the  respective  locali- 
ties assisted  Government,  he  was  very 
much  afraid  it  would  not  be  as  successful  as 
they  wished. 

Mr.  Ewari  concurred  in  the  views  which 
had  b^eii  taken  by  the  right  hoo.  Baronet. 

Dr.  Bowring  said,  that  there  could  not 


be  any  doubt  but  the  most  successful 
schools  on  the  Continent  were  those  where 
where  the  Government  had  been  assisted 
by  the  persons  residing  in  the  locality. 

Mr.  JVilliamn  said,  he  had  heard  the 
opinions  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Supply — Maynooth.]  On  the  mo- 
tion that  a  sum  not  exceeding  4,464/.  be 
granted  to  her  Majesty  to  defray  the 
charges  incidental  to  the  support  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  College  of  Maynooth. 

Mr.  Plumpire  said,  that  he  rose  as 
an  individual  Member  of  Parliament  to 
oppose  the  grant.  It  was  only  that  day 
that  he  had  presented  thirty*  five  peti- 
tions against  any  Airther  grant  to  the 
College  of  Maynooth,  and  he  had  pre- 
sented at  an  earlier  period  of  the  year  not 
less  than  100  petitions  to  the  same  effect. 
He  hoped  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
below  him  would  not  think  that  in  oppos- 
ing this  vote  he  meant  to  offer  the  slightest 
opposition  to  his  general  policy.  He  had 
uniformly  opposed  it  on  all  Occasions,  and 
though  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  differ 
with  the  .fi.ight  hon.  Baronet  on  this  mat- 
ter, he  was  most  anxious  to  give  him  in  all 
other  thinira  every  support  in  his  power. 
He  felt  delighted  to  see  the  tieht  hon. 
Baronet  occapving  the  place  he  did,  and 
to  know  th&t  he  w6is,  as  he  had  himself 
expressed  it,  free  as  the  wind  to  do  as 
an  independent  Minister,  determined  to  do 
his  duty  to  the  country.  He  would  prove 
a  blessing  to  the  country,  and  he  invoked 
the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  upon  his 
head.  He  had  ever  opposed  this  vote, 
and  he  did  so  stilf,  on  the  principle  that  he 
could  not  consent  to  grant  the  public 
money  in  support  of  what  he  believed  to 
be  the  propagation  of  error.  He  should 
say  **  Nay,  to  the  present  vote,  and  unleu 
some  very  strong  reasons  were  adduced  to 
dissuade  hiA  from  It,  he  should  divide  the 
Committee  on  it. 

Major  Bryan  suggested,  that  many 
hon.  Members  could  hardly  be  expected 
to  vote  money  for  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land,  who  were  opposed  to  that  Church, 
but  who  never  asserted,  that  in  so  voting, 
they  voted  for  the  propagation  of  error. 

Sir  R,  H,  inglis  concurred  with  his 
hon.  Friend  in  the  opinion  that  the  grant 
to  Maynooth  was  most  objectionable  ;  but 
hoped  that  he  would  not  divkle  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  preipL«QJ^e.JCbef0^iad  been 
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a  previous  vote  this  ybar  taken,  and  the  par- 
ties bad  doubtleds  calculated  upon  the  re- 
mainder being  also  granted  by  Parliament^ 
and  had  incurred  certain  expenses  which 
otherwise  they  would  not,  and,  thereforey 
he  was  indisposed  to  disappoint  them  in  the 
second  half  of  the  grant  for  this  year.  But 
let  the  hon.  Gentleman  oppose  the  grant 
in  the  first  instance  next  year,  and  let  the 
parties  have  due  notice  of  that  opposition^ 
so  that  they  may  make  their  calcolatioot' 
accordingly,  and  he  should  certainly  sap- 
port  him*  In-  reply  to  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  oppesite,  be  would  say,  that  vo* 
luntarily  he  would  not  give  money  for  the 
propagation  of  what  he  concei?^  to  be 
an  error ;  but  when  a  positive  law  ordained 
that  it  should  be  paid,  then  he  should  pay 
it.  Individuals  were  not  taxed  in  relation 
to  their  creeda^  but  in  relation  to  their 
property. 

Mr.  M.  J.  aConneU  said,  he  should  like 
to  know  whether  the  argument  of  the* 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Oxford 
University  (Sir  Robert  Inglis),  did  not 
apply  to  bis  favourite  motion  for  Church 
of  England  extension  ?  He  only  wished 
that  there  should  be  a  fair  division  on  this 
(Question  of  Maynooth  College. 

Mr.  Pakingtan  expressed  his  earnest 
hope  that  bis  hon.  Friend  would  not  divide 
the  Committee,  though  he  was  inclined  to 
doubt  whether  the  money  voted  to  May- 
nooth College  was  a  grant  which  was 
beneficially  applied. 

Mr.  Darby  also  opposed  the  grant,  but 
hoped  his  hon.  Friend  would  not  divide. 

Mr.  Smythe  supported  the  vote*  because 
he  conceived  it  to  be  only  an  act  of  justice 
to  the  great  majority  of  our  Roman  Ca- 
tholic brethren  in  Ireland,  who  had  strong 
claims  upon  us.  He  did  not  support  the 
vote  on  the  ground  taken  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  R.  Inglis),  namely,  that  of 
prescription ;  because  it  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  hadt  it  not  been  for  the  statute 
of  mortmcuM,  introduced  by  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Hardwicke,  a  statute  palpably  le- 
velled at  Roman  Catholics,  a  rev.  prelate 
would  have  bequeathed  a  large  quantity 
of  property  to  Maynooth  College  which 
would  have  been  thus  rendered  indepen- 
dent of  all  Parliamentary  aid. 

Sir  JR.  Peel:  Sir,  I  merely  rise  to  say, 
that  I  perfectly  remember  having  expressed 
my  opinion  upon  this  vote  in  the  last,  or 
probably  the  preceding  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, and,  to  prevent  any  mistake  arising 
as  to  my  motives  for  proposing  and  sop- 
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porting  it  now,  I  asnst  say,  that  I^  do  not 
rest  my  vote  in  favour  of  it  on  the  groiMid 
that  one-half  of  the*  required  estimate  has 
been  already  voted  by  the  House.  I  have 
voted  for  the  grant  to  Maynooth  College 
for  the  last  thirty  years,  whether  in  or  out 
of  office,  without  feeling  any  violation  of 
religious  scruples.  In  order  to  enter  into 
a  full  defence  of  this  vote  upon  the  present 
occasion,  it  would  be  necessary  to  state  all 
the  oireumstanoes  under  which,  at  the 
'  period  of  the-  Union,  the  vote  for  May- 
nooth was  originally  given  ^  and  I  musl^ 
therefore,  confine  myself  to  my  former 
reasons  for  having  considered  it  my  duty 
to  make  the  proposal  of  the  present  grant 
in  the  estimates  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Af.  /.  O'Gowneli  said,  it  must  have 
been  three  Sessions  sinoe  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  expressed  the  opinions  to 
which  he  had  referred,  for  he  did  not 
think  he  had  spoken  upon  the  subject 
when  it  had  been  discussed  in  either  of 
the  last  Sessions. 

Sir  R,  Peel :  I  really  cannot  Say  posi- 
tively whether  it  is  two  or  three  Sessions 
from  this  time  that  I  spoke  upon  a  similar 
vote  to  this,  but  I  remember  a  distinct 
proposal  beingmadebysome  hon.  Gentle- 
man respecting  the  grant  being,  withheld, 
and  that  I  then  made  a  speech  upon  it,  in 
which  I  gave  my  reasons  for  supi^orting  its 
continuance.  It  would  have  been  very  easy 
for  me  to  have  avoided  giving  a  vote  on 
the  occasion  to  which  I  refer,  by  leaving  the 
House,  as  other  hon.  Members  sometimes 
do.  I  certainly  spoke  my  sentiments  upon 
the  grant,  however ;  but  if  I  have  acciden* 
tally  been  absent  when  some  similar  vote 
has  been  discussed  in  subsequent  Sessions, 
no  inference  ought  to  be  drawn  from  such 
a  circumstance  than  ought,  at  the  present 
moment,  to  be  drawn  from  the  fact,  that 
the  noble  Lord  (Lord  J.  Russell),  the  late 
Secretary  of  State,  is  not  in  the  House. 

Mr.  M,  J.  O'Ccnnell  said,  he  did  not 
want  to  draw  any  inforencefrom  his  absence, 
but  he  had  heard  the  matter  remarked  by 
some  hon.  Members  in  that  House. 

Mr.  Plumptre  said,  however'  he  might 
feel  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  the  recom- 
mendation of  some  hon.  Friends  about 
him,  he  felt  conscientiously  disposed  to 
press  his  motion  to  a  division. 

Mr.  Cochrane  said,  that,  although  he 
was  disposed  to  allow  every  man  the  free 
exercise  of  his  religious  principles,  yet  as 
he  was  conscientiously  opposed  to  the 
present  grant  he  would  vote  against  it. 
Y8 
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*  Mr.  Hope  (as  we  could  learn)  begged  toj 
remind  the  bon.  Member  for  Bridport  that 
he  had  already  voted  for  a  grant  that  was 
at  variance  with  their  feelings  at  his  side 
of  the  House,  as  Members  of  the  church 
of  England.  They  were  all  of  that  de- 
scription at  that  side,  but  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  were  of  various  persuasions. 

Mr.  Forbeg  :  They  differed  from  the  May- 
sooth  principles,  not  in  form,  but  in  doc- 
trine ;  and  he  hoped  the  division  would  be 
persevered  in.  He  did  think  if  he  voted  for 
the  Maynooth  grant,  he  would  do  what 
would  be  an  injury  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land in  a  religious  point  of  view ;  and  so 
far  as  it  might  be  considered  in  a  political 
point,  he  did  not  think  that,  from  the  ex- 
perience of  the  last  thirty  years,  they  could 
say  that  it  had  tended  very  much  to  the 
peace  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Cochrane  said  with  regard  to  the 
church  of  Scotland  grant,  to  which  allu- 
sion had  been  roi^e,  if  there  had  been  a 
division  upon  it,  he  would  have  voted 
against  it.        "^ 

The  cbmmfttee  divided  —  Ayes  99  ; 
Noes  23  :  Majority  76. 


List  rf  the  Ayes. 

Aeton»Coladel 

Granger,  T.C 

Plumridgcb  Capt 

Aldam.  W. 

Gieenall.  P. 

PoUock,  Sir  F. 

B«iiig.hoii.W.B. 

Hamilton,  W.  J. 

PioUieroe,  E. 

Baring,  H.  B. 

Haroourt,  O.  O. 

Reade.  W.  M. 

B«kcnrUle,T.aii 

Hardinge,  rt  hon< 

Rice,  E.  R. 

Beckett,  W. 

SlrH. 

RoUeiton.Coloael 

Boldero.  H.  O. 

Harford.  S. 

Scarlett,  bon.  R.C. 

Boithwickf  P. 

Heathcoat,J. 

Smith,  ri^t  bon. 

Bodleld.B. 

Henley,  J.  W. 

R.V. 

Bowrlng,  Doctor 

Herbert^  bon*  S. 

Smythe,  bon.  G. 

Btamtton,  T.  W. 

Hogg,  J.  W. 

Stewart.  P.  M. 

Brotherton,  J. 

HoUond,  R. 

Stuart,  H. 

Browne,  boa.  W. 

Hop^boii.a 

Sutton.  bc«i.H.M. 

Bryan,  O. 

Hope,  A. 

Taytor,  J.  A. 

Barr«U,  Sir  C  M. 

Irton,  S. 

Tennent,  J.  E. 

Cheint,  Viseoiint 

Jennyn,  Ettl 

Thoraly,  T. 

dementi,  Viiooimt 

Ker,  D.  S. 

ToUemacbe.  bon. 

Clerk.  Sir  O. 

Law,  boo.  C.  E. 

F.J. 

Cowper,  hn.  W.  F. 

Lekseiter.Eariof 

Towneley,  J. 

CrawConl,  W.  8. 

LennoK,  Lord  A. 

Tuftiell.H. 

Cripp.,W. 

LindMy,  H.  H. 

Vane.  Lord  H. 

Delrymple,  Capt 

MacOeachy,  F.A. 

Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 

Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 

March,  Earl  of 

Waddlngtoo,  H.  S. 

EtertOD.  W.  T. 

Martyn,C.C. 

WaUey,  T. 

Eicott,B. 

MitdMll.  T.  A. 

Watwn.  W.  H. 

Ewart,  W. 

Morgan,  O. 

Wigram.J. 

Fieldeo,J. 

Mundy.  E.  M. 

WUUams,  W. 

Fitiroy.  CaptaiB 

Murphy,  F.S. 

Wood,  a 

Forman,  T.  S. 

Mcholl,  rt  hon.  J. 

Wood,Cok»el 

Fox.  a  R. 

Ogle,  8.  C.  H. 

WoTaey.hon.J.S. 

OadwU,  J.  MlliMi 

Piget,  LoidW. 

Wyndham.CoL 

Gin,  T. 

Pfelmertton,  ViMt. 

Yorke,  H.  R. 

Gore.M. 

Pechell,  Captain 

Goulbum.Tthn.H. 

Peel,   right  bon. 

TKLLiae. 

Graham,  right  bon. 

SirR. 

Frenantie,  Sir  T. 

SlTj. 

Peel,  J. 

O'ConneU.  J.  M. 

Utt  of  the  Noes 

• 

Allin,  J.  P. 

Boccawen,  Lord 

Dawnay.  hn  W.  H. 

Antrobttt,  C. 

Coehnmc,  A. 

Dickioion.  F.  H. 

of  Ireland, 

Inglii,  Sir  R.  H. 
Johmon,  W.  G. 
Lawion,  A. . 
Lockhait,  W. 
Markmrie,  W.  F. 
Manham.Viact 
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Murray,  C.  R.  S. 
Roshbrooke,  CoL 
Sibtborp,  CoL 

rcLUiRa. 
Plumptre.  J.  P. 


Forba,  W. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Goring,  C. 
Grimaton,  Viiot 
Grogan.  E. 
Hamilton.  Lord  C. 
Hayei.  Sir  E. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

Supply— Lord  Lieutevant  of  Ire- 
LAND.]  On  the  vote  of  6,232^.  for  the 
household  of  the  Lord-lieutenant, 
'  Viscount  Clements  objected  to  the  vote, 
as  he  looked  upon  the  office  of  Lord- 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  quite  as  an  ante-di- 
Inviaii  one,  and  one  which  he  hoped  to 
see  abolished.  He  was  persuaded  that,  if 
the  question  were  calmly  considered,  the 
country  would  see  the  advantage  of  doing 
away  with  the  office.  In  England  there 
is  no  public  demonstration  made  on  a 
change  of  Ministry,  nor  is  the  public  mind 
disturbed  by  any  parade  connected  with 
that  change.  The  new  Ministry  go  down 
to  Downing- street  without  attracting  any 
attention  whatever.  This  is  not  the  case 
in  Ireland ;  the  Minister  sent  over  there 
is  also  the  representative  of  royalty.  On 
his  arrival  a  royal  salute  is  fired,  soldiers 
line  the  streets,  the  drums  beat,  in  honour 
of  his  arrival,  while  vast  numbers  of  people 
are  collected  together  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  him,  or  witnessing  his  entry; 
this  naturally  produces  much  excitement, 
particularly  as  it  is  only  the  party  to 
which  the  Lord- Lieutenant  belongs  who 
attend  him  on  this  occasion.  The  Lord«- 
Lieutenant*s  levees  partake  of  the  same 
character,  and  are  only  attended  by  those 
who  belong  to  his  party  in  politics,  the 
officials  of  Dublin,  and  the  officers  of  the 
garrison.  Thus  the  Lord-Lieutenant  is  at 
once  made,  in  spite  of  himself,  no  more 
than  the  head  of  a  party,  and  let  him  be 
ever  so  anxious  to  be  impartial,  he  never 
is  considered  so.  [Laughter.']  Those 
Gentlemen  who  laugh  at  this  description 
would  have  much  more  cause  of  laughter 
if  they  would  go  to  Dublin  and  witness 
this  absurd  aping  of  royalty.  Can  there 
be  anything  more  ridiculous  than  a  Gen- 
tleman being  sent  to  Ireland  to  play 
the  part  of  King  for  a  few  months.  He 
should  like  to  see  all  this  altered,  and 
that  the  time  would  come  when  they 
might  have  a  Lord-lieutenant  like  a 
similar  functionary  in  the  counties  of 
England,  without  the  appurtenances  of 
Royalty  and  all  this  ridiculous  household. 
Having  offered    these  few  observations. 
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he  would  not  give  any  opposition  to  the 
vote. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

House  resumed.  Committee  to  sit 
again. 

Royal  Gardens,  Keksikotok.]  Sir 
Thomas  Freemantle,  in  proposing  the 
second  reading  of  the  Royal  Gardens 
Bill,  hoped  the  House  would  allow  it  to 
be  advanced  a  stage,  though  the  hour 
was  late,  on  the  condition  that  the  dis- 
cussion should  be  taken  on  a  future  stage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Protheroe  said,  he  had  vet  heard 
no  argument  upon  this  subject  which  bad 
bad  sufficient  weight  with  him  to  induce 
bim  to  consent  to  the  bill  passing  through 
another  stage,  and  he  must  therefore,  how- 
ever reluctantly,  oppose  its  farther  pro- 
gress on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  WaUey  said,  he  feared  a  division 
would  be  of  no  use,  if  the  Government 
were  determined  to  carry  out  their  mea- 
sure. He  had,  the  other  evening,  begged 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  go  and  visit 
the  spot  on  which  it  was  proposed  to 
build,  and  he  was  sure,  if  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  personally  look  at  the 
place  itself  he  would  not  persevere  with 
the  bill. 

Sir  Robert  Peel:  I  have  taken  the 
advice  of  the  hon.  Member,  and  have 
visited  the  spot  in  question — and  I  must 
say,  that  I  do  not,  after  having  done  so, 
feel  the  force  of  his  objections  to  the  pro- 
posed plan,  for  I  found,  that  on  going 
from  Kensington  Palace  to  the  Uzbridge 
road,  the  land  on  which  it  is  proposed 
to  build,  is  all  on  the  left  hand  of  the 
path  which  bounds  Kensington-gardens. 
.  It  is  ground  which  has  never  been  open  to 
the  public;  and,  besides,  it  is  only  in- 
tended  to  build  villas  upon  it,  which  will 
not  occupy  the  same  space  as  would  a 
street  of  continuous  houses.  There  will 
be  as  much  open  space  left  after  the  villas 
are  built  as  there  is  now,  and  the  health 
of  the  neighbourhood  will  be  much  more 
promoted  by  the  alteration  of  the  place,  as 
proposed,  tlian  by  leaving  it  in  its  present 
state,  or  building  streets  upon  it.  If  we 
admit  that  the  object  of  consolidating  the 
gardens  is  a  useful  one,  it  is  surely  better 
to  devote  the  Crown  land  to  the  purpose 
proposed,  and  that  we  should  vote  the 
money  required  in  this  way,  than  that  we 
should  come  down  next  year,  and  ask  for 
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1000/.  under  the  head  of  Crown  lands  in 
the  estimates. 

Bill  read  a  second  time.  — Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF    COMMONS, 
Tuesday  f  September  2 1 ,  1 84 1 . 

MiNinrxB.]  New  Memben.  Earl  of  Linooln,  for  South 
Nolti ;  W.  Busfdld,  Esq.,  for  Bradford. 

Billt.  Read  first  time:— Expiring  Laws;  Poor-law  Com- 
mission Continuanoe.~Read  third  timer-^Navy  Pay. 

Petitions  presented.  By  Mr.  Greenall,  flrom  Wigani  for 
Better  Observance  of  the  Sabbath.— By  Mr.  Clay,  from 
Hackney,  and  by  Mr.  P.  M.  Stewart,  from  Paisley,  for 
Inquiry  into  present  Distrea.—- By  Mr.  wkkiey,  from 
Pagbain,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  New  Poor-law. 

Vacation  of  Seats — Member  for 
RiPON.]  Sir  r.  Wilde  begged  to  repeat 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  the 
question  which  had  been  put  the  night 
before,  why  it  was  that  a  new  writ  had  not 
been  issued  for  the  borough  of  Ripon,  in 
the  place  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
who  had  been  appointed  to  the  office  of 
Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

Sir  R.  Peel  did  not  perceive,  that,  ac- 
cording to  his  interpretation  of  the  act,  it 
was  necessary  for  any  Gentleman  to  whom 
office  had  been  offered  to  vacate  his  seat 
in  Parliament  until  the  completion  of  the 
formal  proceedings  which  might  be  con- 
sidered to  constitute  the  formal  appoint- 
ment. If  hon.  Gentlemen  were  to  be 
compelled  to  vacate  their  seats  before 
there  was  a  bond  fide  acceptance  of  the 
office  which  they  had  been  offered,  and 
before  the  appointment  was  completed, 
the  greatest  inconvenience  might  be  sus- 
tained by  Gentlemen  who,  after  having  an 
offer  made  them,  and  having  thereupoa 
vacated  their  seats,  had  the  offer,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  revoked.  As,  how^ 
ever,  in  the  present  case,  the  formal  in* 
struments  had  advanced  to  such  a  stage 
as  practically  to  preclude  a  revocation  of 
the  offer,  if  the  hon.  Member  opposite 
thought  proper  to  move  a  new  writ  for 
Ripon,  he  should  make  no  sort  of  objec<* 
tion  to  the  motion. 

Sir  Thomoi  Wilde  said  :  Nothing  that 
ever  fell  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet  gave 
me  more  regret  than  the  statement  which 
he  has  just  made,  sanctioning  principles 
which  will,  in  my  judgment,  go  far  to  de- 
strojr  the  independence  of  this  House,  As 
the  issuing  of  the  writ  is  no  longer  opposed, 
I  should  have  been  content  to  have  made 
the  motion  without  adding  a  single  word, 
because,  in  bringing  the  matter  under  the 
attention  of  the  House,  I  had  no  deaire  to 
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make  anything  like  an  attack  upon  the 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  but 
merely  to  vindicate  the  authority,  con- 
sistency, and  independence  of  this  House. 
But  the  weight  and  authority  which  at- 
taches to  the  speeches  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  in  this  House,  makes  principles  if 
erroneous,  and  supposed  to  be  deliberately 
asserted  by  him,  very  dangerous  to  the 
country ;    and  the  circumstances  under 
which  he  has  now  spoken,  will  induce  an 
impression,  that  he  has  uttered  sentiments 
which  have  the  sanction  of  his  deliberate 
judgment.      But  1  am   persuaded,   that 
neither  the  language  nor  object   of  the 
statute  of  Anne  can  have  been  considered 
by  him,  and  that  the  Parliamentary  course 
and  usage  ever  since  the  statute  passed 
most  have  been  entirely  overlooked  by  him, 
and  that  he  is  utterly  unacquainted  with 
the  clear  and  strong  opinions  expressed  by 
several  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  now  sitting 
around  him  when  they  occupied  seats  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  utterly  at  variance 
with  those  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
now  professes  to  entertain.     I  am  satis* 
fied,  that  a  very  short  investigation  would 
convince  the  House  and  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  that  those  opinions  he  has  pro- 
nounced are  inconsistent  alike  with  the 
statute,  with  the  Parliamentary  usage,  and 
the  inlegriiy  of  the  House.     There  is  not 
the  slightest  foundation  for  the  proposition 
that  any  more  formal  act  of  acceptance  of 
an  office  under  the  Crown  is  necessary  to 
vacate  the  seat,  than  the  announcement  of 
the  fact  to  this  House  by  the  first  Minis- 
ter of  the  Crown,  confirmed  by  the  state- 
ment of  the  Member  himself;  and  I  am 
prepared  to  satisfy  the  House,  that  it  is 
quite  immaterial  whether  the  place  is  con- 
ferred by  patent  or  in  any  other  mode ; 
and  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
late  Member  for  Ripon,  contended  that 
it  was  necessary  to  the  vacating  of  the 
seat,  that  the  patent  granting  the  office 
should  be  issued  and  accepted,  he  entirely 
overlooked  the  convenience  and  safety  of 
several  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen  around  him, 
all  of  whom,  acting  contrary  to  his  view, 
have  treated  their  intimation  of  acquies- 
cence to  the  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury  in 
the  offer  made  to  them  of  their  respective 
appointments  as  an  acceptance  by  them 
of  such  appointments  within  the  meaning 
of  the  act  of  Parliament,  and  as  having 
vacated  their  seats,  and  acting  upon  such 
conviction,  have  procured  t&emseives  to  be 
re«elected  by  their  sereral  constituencies ; 


but  if  the  opinions  of  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net and  the  late  Member  for  Ripon  be 
correct,  those  hon.  Gentlemen  will  have  to 
go  back  to  their  constituents  again,  for 
many  of  their  patents  are  not  sealed  at 
the  present  moment :  and  the  right  hou. 
Member  for  Dorchester  will  have  the 
happy  opportunity  for  another  oratorical 
display  in  his  ingenious  misapprehension 
of  some  of  the  dinner  speeches  which  may 
be  delivered  in  the  mean  time.  The  con- 
duct of  these  hon.  Gentlemen,  acting  with 
the  concurrence  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
manifests  the  real  opinion  entertained  by 
that  side  of  the  House.  The  case  put  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  justly  leads  to  the 
very  opposite  conclusion  to  that  which  he 
professes  to  have  drawn.  He  says  some 
act  of  formal  acceptance  in  writing  ought 
to  be  the  foundation  for  the  vacating 
the  seat  of  the  Member,  and  that 
some  solemn  act  should  be  done  by  the 
Crown  to  secure  to  the  Member  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  office  the  acceptance  of  which 
is  to  deprive  the  Member  of  his  seat.  But 
surely  it  is  obvious,  that  a  more  direct 
evasion  of  the  statute  cannot  be  imagined, 
nor  a  more  successful  attack  upon  the  in- 
dependence of  Parliament,  than  that  the 
Crown  by  its  first  Minister  should  make  a 
distinct  offer  of  a  place  which  the  Crown 
has  the  power  of  bestowing,  and  that  the 
Member  should  declare  his  acceptance  of 
that  office,  and  yet  should  retain  his  seat 
for  any  indefinite  period,  during  which  it 
might  suit  the  purposes  of  the  Minister  to 
delay  the  formal  act  of  appointment,  in 
order  that  in  the  interval  he  niieht  possess 
the  vote  of  the  Member ;  and  should,  dur- 
ing that  time,  effectually  control  the  voter 
by  his  fears,  that  a  vote  displeasing  to  the 
Minister  would  deprive  him  of  the  reward 
of  his  corruption.  The  state  of  depend* 
ence  thus  produced  is  utterly  inconsistent 
with  the  unbiassed  discharge'^of  his  duty  to 
his  constituents,  and  is  the  very  evil  con-* 
templated  by  the  statute,  and  for  which 
the  remedy  of  sending  him  back  to  his 
constituents  was  devised.  As  the  motion 
I  am  about  to  make  is  unopposed,  I  cannot 
with  propriety  trespass  at  greater  length 
on  the  attention  of  the  House,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  calling  its  notice  to  the  language 
and  object  of  the  statute,  and  of  the  Par* 
liamentary  construction  which  that  lan- 
guage has  received ;  and  I  must  content 
myself  wiih  solemnly  protesting  against 
the  doctrines  advanced  by  the  right  hon* 
Baronet,  and  with  asserting  that  it  haa 
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been  the  constant  course  of  Parliament^  as 
well  in  regard  of  the  office  of  steward  of 
the  Chiltero  Hundreds,  as  of  every  other 
office  of  profit  under  the  Crown,  to  act 
upon  the  admission  of  the  Member  him- 
fielf»  or  any  one  authorised  by  him,  of  his 
having^  accepted  the  office,  as  a  sufficient 
ground  for  issuing  a  new  writ,  ivithout  any 
inquiry  whether  the  office  had  been  form- 
allv  bestowed  or  not.  1  have,  therefore, 
only  to  move,  that  a  writ  be  issued  for  the 
election  of  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this 
House  for  the  city  of  Ripon,  in  the  place 
of  the  right  hon.  Sir  E.  Sugden,  Knt., 
who  has  accepted  the  office  of  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

Sir /?.  P^e/ said,  he  had  not  vacated 
his  seat  till  the  patent  was  in  his  hands. 

Sir  J,  Oraham  also  stated  that  he  had 
not  vacated  his  scat  until  he  had  kissed 
her  Majesty's  hands  on  his  appointment. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  said,  that  in  the  very  last 
report  on  this  subject,  a  committee  of  the 
House— a  committee  on  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  next  the  right  hon.  Member 
for  Tamworth  had  Sat,  if  not  the  right  hon. 
Member  himself — was  at  direct  variance 
i^ith  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet.  In  that  case,  the  case  of 
Mr.  Wynn,  no  difficulty  had  been  made 
in  issding  a  new  writ ;  yei  it  was  perfectly 
well  known  and  admitted,  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  did  not  receive  his  patent 
of  appointment  until  two  months  after  his 
te-election.  It  was  most  desirable,  as  Mr. 
Wynn  himself  had  suggested,  that  some 
course  should  be  taken  by  the  House  to 
define  what  did  constitute  the  acceptance 
of  office.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Wynn  there 
was  no  act  done  before  he  vacated  his 
seat ;  all  that  he  had  received  was  an  in- 
timation that  directions  would  be  given 
for  knaking  out  his  patent,  and  he  there- 
upon vacated  his  seat,  the  patent  itself 
not  being  made  out  for  two  months  after. 

Sir  R,  Peel:  I  did  not  concur  altoge- 
ther in  the  opinion  of  my  right  hon.  and 
learned  Friend,  the  Member  for  Ripon,  as 
expressed  yesterday,  that  the  completion 
of  the  patent  was  necessary  before  a  new 
writ  could  issue.  I  should  have  no  ob- 
jection whatever  that  it  should  be  under- 
stood that  the  tender  of  an  office  under 
the  Crown  in  writing,  and  the  acceptance 
of  it,  also  in  writing,  by  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  offered,  should  constitute  a 
vacation  of  the  seat,  i  think  there  ought 
to  be  some  record  of  the  transaction,  and 
that  it  should  not  be  left  to  rest  upon  mere 
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conversation.  In  Mr.  Horsman's  case, 
there  could  be  no  doubt,  that  he  had 
written  to  his  constituents,  that  office  had 
been  offered  to  him,  and  that  he  had  ac- 
cepted it.  Yet  he  voted  in  the  House 
after  the  date  of  that  letter,  and  the 
House  did  not  interfere.  In  the  present 
instance,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  acceding 
to  the  motion  for  a  new  writ,  as  I  know 
the  necessary  instruments  are  so  far  ad. 
vanced  as  to  constitute  an  acceptance  of 
office. 

Lord  J,  Russell  certainly  thought  that 
the  principle  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet might  be  productive  of  serious  in- 
conveniences to  the  public,  especially  in 
the  case  of  the  subordinate  Members  of 
the  Government. 

The  new  writ  was  ordered. 

The  PiioROGATioN.]  Mr.  C.  P.  Vil- 
Hers  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net what  was  the  probable  duration  of  the 
prorogation  of  Parliament?  The  reason 
why  he  wished  to  put  this  question  was, 
that  an  hon.  Member  on  the  Ministerial 
side  of  the  House  had  stated  In  his  place, 
that  nothing  that  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  ought  to  lead  to  the 
conclusion  that  Parliament  would  be  pro- 
rogued to  so  late  a  period  as  February. 

Kir  R,  Peel  begged  to  state,  that  ho 
had  made  no  communication  on  the  sub- 
ject to  anv  hon.  Member  who  could  have 
made  such  a  remark ;  he  himself  had  not 
heard  any  such  remark,  and  did  not  at  all 
understand  to  whom  the  hon.  Oentleman 
opposite,  referred. 

Mr.  Villiers:  To  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury  (Mr.  Wakley.) 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbury  had  made  such  a  statement 
without  any  authority  from  him.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite  must  be  aware, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber to  give  any  assurance  to  the  House  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Villiers  Btktd,  that  he  had  not  de- 
scribed the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  to 
make  the  statement  as  upon  the  authority 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  A  doubt 
had  been  raised  in  the  public  mind  on  the 
subject,  and  it  was  the  object  of  his  ques- 
tion to  set  it  at  rest. 

Sir  R:Peel  said,  he  had  never  heard  a 
question  of  that  nature  put  to  a  Minister 
before.  It  was  one  to  which  he  could  not, 
consistently  with  his  duty,  return  an  an- 
swer. The  period  of  the  meeting  of  Par- 
Z  2 
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liament  might  depend  on  circumstances 
which  it  was  impossible  to  foresee.  He, 
therefore^  should  give  no  optnion  what- 
ever  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Villiers  thought  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman did  say,  that  if  no  extraordinary 
circumstances  occurred,  Parliament  would 
meet  at  the  ordinary  period.  They  might 
therefore,  he  thought,  justly  infer,  that  it 
would  be  in  February. 

Private  Bills  Committees.]  Mr. 
Ewari  rose  to  move  the  following  resolu- 
tioQSy  of  which  he  had  given  notice :  — 

^'1.  That  it  is  expedient  that  committees  on 
private  bills  shoula  be  approximated,  more 
nearly  than  they  now  are,  to  judicial  tribunals, 
and  exempted,  as  much  as  possible,  from  all 
motives  of  local  and  personal  interest.  And 
that  the  responsibility  and  efficiency  of  such 
committees  would  be  promoted  by  diminish- 
ing the  number  of  Members  composing  them. 

*'  2.  That,  with  a  view  of  attaining  these 
objects,  the  number  of  Members  composing 
committees  on  opposed  private  bills  be  re- 
duced to  seven. 

''  3.  That  such  seven  Members  be  appointed 
by  the  committee  of  Selection^  after  the  second 
reading  of  such  bills.  But  that  previous  to 
such  appointment,  the  committee  of  ^^election 
do  ascertain  from  each  of  such  seven  Mem- 
bers that  he  is  willing  to  serve,  and  that  he 
is,  neither  through  his  constituents  nor  him- 
self, personally  interested  for  or  against  the 
bill  in  question ;  and  that  in  case  be  is  unable 
to  serve^  or  is  interested  as  aforesaid,  the  com- 
mittee of  Selection  do  appoint  some  other 
Member  to  serve  in  place  of  him. 

"  4.  That  the  committee  of  Selection  ap- 
point no  Member  to  serve  on  more  than  one 
such  private  bill  committee  at  a  time." 

He  believed,  that  great  ignorance  pre- 
vailed with  regard  to  the  transacting  of 
business  by  Committees  on  Private  Bills. 
He  believed  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site had  had  many  opportunities  of  seeing 
the  baneful  working  of  the  present  system 
of  Private  Committees;  and  he  appealed 
to  him  whether  reform  was  not  to  be  de- 
aired  in  their  machinery  and  construction. 
Id  the  first  place,  these  committees  were 
appointed  prmcipalljf  from  the  local  con- 
nection with  the  subject,  and  therefore  it 
was  impossible  that  they  could  be  alto- 
gether impartial,  being  interested  either 
through  themselves  or  their  constituents. 
The  system  of  canvassing  that  went  on 
during  the  sitting  of  a  committee,  was  at 
variance  with  the  justice  of  the  case  under 
the  consideration  of  the  committee,  and  it  | 
was  discreditable  to  the  character  of  the  i 


House.  The  committees  of  the  Hoaae  of 
Commons  were  not  only  partial  tribonalsy 
but,  from  their  size,  inconvenient  for  ac* 
complishing  the  ends  of  justice.  They 
ought  to  be  purified,  and  diminished  in 
point  of  numbers.  The  remedies  which 
he  ventured  to  suggest,  were,  in  the  first 
place,  to  propose,  that  committees  should 
be  more  nearly  assimilated  to  judicial  tri- 
bunals. How  was  that  to  be  effected  ? 
Bv  removing  as  far  as  possible  all  motives 
of  partiality.  His  next  desire  was  to  in- 
crease the  responsibility  and  efficiency  of 
committees.  A  body  of  thirty-five  Mem- 
bers had  a  much  more  divided  responsi- 
bility than  a  body  consisting  only  of  seven 
Members.  He  proposed,  therefore,  to  in- 
crease their  responsibility  by  reducing  the 
number  from  thirty-eight  to  seven.  The 
House  of  Lords  had  reduced  their  com- 
mittees from  an  almost  unlimited  number 
to  five,  and  prohibited  any  Member,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  interested,  from  sitting. 
In  the  year  1838,  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
was  examined  before  the  House,  and  his 
evidence  would  be  found  to  confirm  all 
that  he  (Mr.  Ewart)  had  said.  In  the 
same  year  the  present  Speaker  and  the 
hon.  Member  for  Lancashire,  drew  up  a 
set  of  resolutions  on  the  subject,  which, 
having  examined,  he  found  to  be  essen- 
tially the  same  with  those  he  now  pro** 
posed.  Not  only  were  the  suggestions  he 
had  made  founded  on  reason,  but  they 
came  before  them  sanctioned  by  the  House 
of  Lords,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  How  had 
those  rules  operated  in  the  House  of 
Lords?  Why,  it  was  admitted  that  they 
had  done  great  good :  and,  with  respect 
to  that  House,  he  believed  they  had  ren- 
dered its  committees  more  effective,  and 
their  proceedings  much  more  beneficial. 
The  hon.  Member  concluded  by  moving 
the  resolutions  of  which  he  had  given 
notice. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  first  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  Estcourt  thought,  that  the  princi- 
ple laid  down  by  the  hon.  Member  was 
good,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  contro- 
vert it,  but  he  thought  he  had  taken  a 
wrong  mode  of  carrying  it  out.  He  would 
not  deny — but  that  he  entertained  con- 
siderable respect  for  the  opinion  which  he 
knew  prevailed,  not  only  amongst  many 
Members  of  that  House,  but  also  very 
extensively  out  of  doors — that  in  the  con- 
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stitutioD  of  committees  on  private  bills, 
the  principle  of  representation  ought  to 
have  due  weight.  Committees  on  private 
bills  might  be  considered  under  two  as- 
pects; first,  as  judicial  tribunals,  and, 
secondly,  as  inquisitions.  They  had  to 
inquire  as  well  as  to  judge.  If  their 
functions  had  been  purely  judicial,  he 
would  accede  at  once  to  the  proposition 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  but  where  the 
matters  brought  before  them  might  pos- 
sibly lead  10  extensive  inquiry,  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  a  larger  number  of  Members 
ought  to  be  appointed  than  if  their  func- 
tions were  purely  judicial,  more  particu- 
larlyi  when,  in  the  result  of  that  in- 
quiry, the  constituents  of  the  Members 
might  be  interested.  So  long  as  the  com- 
mittees had  been  constituted,  as  formerly, 
of  a  very  large  number  of  Members,  be- 
longing not  only  to  the  county  interested, 
but  to  the  neighbouring  counties.  So  long 
as  the  Speaker's  list  had  been  very  large, 
be  would  admit  that  considerable  incon- 
venience arose  from  the  canvassing  of 
agents,  but  both  those  evils  had  been  re- 
medied during  the  two  last  Sessions  of 
Parliament.  He  confessed  he  thought 
there  was  very  great  weight  in  the  argu- 
ments of  those  hon.  Members  who  desired 
to  give  that  tribunal  a  representative  cha- 
racter. As  far,  however,  as  he  had  been 
enabled  to  form  an  opinion,  the  amend- 
ments of  last  Session  had  given  general 
satisfaction.  If,  after  a  fair  experiment, 
which  could  not  be  afforded  in  a  single 
Session,  the  objections  urged  by  the  hon. 
Member  should  be  found  to  have  gained 
ground,  he  would  then  be  prepared  to 
accede  to  his  propositions;  but  as  no 
discontent  appeared  as  yet  to  exist,  he 
thought  that  was  not  a  fit  time  for  the  hon. 
Member  to  press  his  resolutions.  If  the 
same  system  was  preserved  in  the  present 
as  in  the  last  Session  of  Parliament,  and 
if  hon.  Members  would  bind  themselves  to 
carry  the  arrangements  into  effect,  he  had 
no  doubt  that  there  would  be  a  most 
satisfactory  result — that  no  party  would 
be  disappointed,  and  no  unnecessary  ex- 
pense incurred.  Believing  the  motion  was 
unnecessary  and  uncalled  for,  he  should 
take  the  liberty  of  moving  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  W.  Ferrand  said,  that  he  should 
support  the  resolutions,  and  if  for  no  other 
reason,  because  the  Members  for  Bradford 
had  declared  on  the  Hustings,  that  they 
would  use  their   utmost  endeavours  to 


provide  that  town  with  good  and  whole- 
some water.  This  was  said  in  reference 
to  a  private  bill  now  before  Parliament, 
and  the  object  of  which  was  to  deprive 
him  unjustly  of  some  property,  and  take 
away  part  of  the  water  that  belonged  to 
him.' 

Sir  G.  Clerk  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Member  for  Wigan,  would  withdraw 
his  resolutions,  as  it  was  not  expedient 
that  the  House  should,  at  this  period,  be 
called  upon  to  go  into  the  consideration  of 
such  a  subject.  The  experiment  of  last 
Session  had  not  been  sufficiently  tried, 
and  that  to  exclude  hon.  Members  from 
taking  part  in  an  investigation  whose  con- 
stituents might  be  interested  in  the  sul>* 
ject  matter  of  a  private  bill,  as  proposed 
by  the  hon.  Merobeo  would  work  positive 
injustice. 

Mr.  Ewart  said,  that  if  the  proposition 
he  had  made  had  been  founded  only  upon 
his  own  opinion,  he  should  at  once  assent 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Oxford ;  but  as  it  was  a  case  on 
which  the  public  felt  very  strongly,  and 
as  many  Gentlemen,  of  great  experience, 
agreed  in  his  views,  and  feeling,  that,  as 
the  House  had  gone  so  far,  they  ought  to 
go  still  farther,  he  should  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  on  his  motion. 

Lord  /.  Russell :  as  the  hon.  Member 
has  declared  his  intention  of  taking  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  his  motion,  I  beg 
to  say  a  few  words  in  reference  to  the  vote 
which  I  intend  to  give.  I  agree  with  my 
hon.  Friend  in  much  that  he  has  stated 
with  respect  to  the  exemption  from  com- 
mittees on  private  bills  of  local  and  per- 
sonal interests,  and  if  any  scheme  can  be 
devised  for  giving  to  those  committees  a 
more  judicial  character,  I  shall  support  it. 
However,  though  I  agree  so  far  as  I  have 
stated  with  the  hon.  Member,  I  am  not 

{)repared  to  go  the  length  of  saying  that 
ocal  interests  should  be  altogether  ex- 
cluded. I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that, 
admitting  certain  local  interests,  is  not  a 
mode  by  which  more  information  can  be 
obtained,  and  that  more  easily  in  a  short 
time  than  in  the  more  formal  shape  of  wit- 
nesses could  be  obtained  in  a  much  greater 
length  of  time.  By  this  mode,  and  in  the 
form  of  discussion,  more  in^rmation 
might  be  obtained  in  a  short  time  than  in 
the  formal  way  I  have  mentioned  in  a  long 
time.  I  must,  therefore,  say,  that  although 
I  shall  vote  for  the  previous  question,  I 
do  not  totally  differ  in  opinion  from  the 
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hon.  Gentleman,  and  I  hope  to  aee 
still  greater  improvement  effected  in  the 
system. 

Mr.  Aglionby  hoped  to  see  the  motion 
brought  forward  and  discussed  in  every 
i^ession,  until  greater  improvements  were 
effected.  While  he  admitted  the  right  of 
a  constituency  to  the  services  of  their  re- 
presentative, yet  they  had  no  right  to  have 
that  representative  transformed  into  an 
interested  judge.  He  thought  the  best 
plan  which  could  be  adopted  would  be  to 
allow  the  representative  to  attend  before 
the  committee,  and  give  information  where 
he  happened  to  be  connected  with  local 
interests,  and  he  thought  this  plan  would 
pause  the  House  to  stand  higher  in  public 
opinion. 

Sir  R.  Peel  was  rather  sorry  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  about  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  Bouse  on  this  question.  In 
his  opinion  it  would  be  much  better  to 
give  a  fair  trial  to  the  existing  system. 
The  public  attention  had  been  very  strongly 
called  to  the  mode  in  which  private  busi- 
ness was  conducted  in  this  House.  There 
was  a  strong  impression  throughout  the 
country  that  there  were  great  abuses  in 
the  mode  of  conducting  it.  Nothing  could 
tend  more  to  lower  the  dignity  and  cha. 
racier  of  Parliament  than  an  improper 
mode  of  conducting  the  business  on  private 
bills,  and  of  conveying  the  impression 
that  improper  influence  could  be  used  in 
carrying  them  into  effect  or  impeding 
them.  Great  improvements  had  been 
made  under  the  suggestion  of  Lord  Dum- 
fermline  and  the  present  Speaker,  It  was 
better,  then,  to  give  the  present  system  a 
fair  trial,  and  notcall  upon  a  new  Parliament, 
in  which  there  were  lo  many  new  Mem- 
bers, who  had  not  yet  had  the  advantage 
of  seeing  how  the  system  worked.  He  did 
not  think  it  advisable  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  at  the  present  moment.  The 
hon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Aglionby) 
thought  that  the  constituents  had  the 
right  to  the  services  of  their  represen- 
tatives and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
latter  to  attend  and  claim  to  be  heard. 
Now  he  had  had  some  experience  in  these 
matters,  and  what,  he  would  ask,  must  be 
the  effect  of  this,  in  the  case,  let  it  be 
supposed^  of  a  railroad  :  let  it  be  sup- 
posed that  it  was  the  object  to  defeat  the 
bill.  There  would  then  be  the  represen- 
tatives of  several  counties  and  towns. 
Then,  according  to  the  assumption  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  they  would  be  bound  to 


attend,  and  have  a  right  to  be  heard ;  and 
then  the  object  being  to  have  the  bill 
postponed,  the  decision  of  the  committee 
must  be  delayed  until  it  would  be  too  late 
to  proceed  with  the  bill.  The  moment 
they  admitted  the  right  of  those  persons 
to  be  heard,  they  could  not  limit  the  time 
which  they  might  occupy  in  speaking 
[Mr.  Aglionby:  one  hour];  If  they  ap- 
proved of  the  appearance  of  Members  in 
the  character  of  advocates  and  witnesses, 
wiih  a  view  to  sustain  the  rights  of  their 
constituents,  the  inevitable  consequence 
would  be,  that  the  bill  they  opposed  must 
be  lost,  and  he  defied  a  committee  to 
come  in  sufficient  time  to  a  decision  that 
could  expedite  the  opposed  bill  through 
Parliament.  If  the  parties  appeared  by 
counsel,  there  was  a  diffioulty  in  restrain- 
ing even  them  within  reasonable  limits. 
Fie  had  seen  a  dreadful  consumption  of 
time  and  waste  of  money  in  these  matters. 
He  had  seen  how  difficult  it  was  for  chair- 
men  to  control  counsel-* how  much  more 
difHcult  to  control  Members,  who  would 
appear  with  a  greater  authority  than  could 
invest  the  character  of  counsel.  The  un« 
fortunate  committee,  unless  it  showed 
symptoms  of  yielding  to  the  opposition, 
would  be  soon  reduced  to  a  despairing 
qunrum,  even  if  they  could  get  a  quorum, 
and  at  last  might  throw  up  the  duty 
devolved  upon  them  in  disgust.  But  thrii 
as  to  the  proposal  of  excluding  Members. 
If  the  Hou:(e  decided  that  the  represen- 
tatives of  local  interests  should  be  preven- 
ted from  attending  committees,  it  would 
be  indeed  a  very  strong  measure,  and  one 
that  required  serious  consideration.  The 
establishing  of  a  disqualiBcation  or  exclu« 
sion  of  Members  was  a  very  dangerous 
principle,  and  they  did  not  know  when 
once  adopted  how  far  it  might  be  carried. 
After  all,  thrir  best  security  must  l>e  the 
integrity  of  Members,  controlled  by  pub- 
lic opinion*  If  they  said  that  Members 
representing  local  interesta  should  be  ex- 
cluded, they  provoked  them  to  assert  a> 
right,  and  to  resist,  on  the  part  of  their 
constituents,  the  rule  they  laid  down,  and. 
he  was  very  much  afraid  that  they  woald 
bring  on  debates  of  that  nature,  by  which 
much  time  would  be  consumed,  and  that 
the  House  always  listened  to  with  great 
impatience.  He  wished  the  new  Mem- 
bers of  the  present  Parliament  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  seeing  how  the  present 
system  wprked.  If,  on  experience  of  it,, 
they  must  despair  gf  improveroeot,  diea 
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the  hon.  Oenllemtn  could  cokne  forward 
wiih  a  better  chance,  at  a  future  time,  of 
effecting  the  important  changes  that  he 
now  desired. 

Mr.  Ewart  would  have  no  objection 
that  the  whole  of  his  resolutions  should 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  private 
business.  That  would  be  a  fair  mode  of 
compromise,  and  he  trusted  it  would  be 
acceded  to  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 

Sir  R*  Pesl  thought  it  was  highly 
iiecessary  that  the  present  system  should 
have  a  fair  trials  which  had  not  yet 
been  had. 

Mr.  EuKirt  was  perfectly  aware  that 
the  minority  must  be  against  him.  Under 
such  circumstances  he  would,  therefore, 
not  waste  the  time  of  the  House  by  forc- 
ing a  division.  But  he  would  continue  to 
presa  them  on  the  attention  of  the  House 
so  long  as  he  had  the  honour  of  a  seat. 

Amendment  and  motion  withdrawn. 

Prbventiok  of  Accidents  in  th£ 
PA&KS.3  Mr.  i^mnte:  Mr.  Speaker— The 
object  of  the  motion  which  I  am  now  about 
to  submit  to  the  House,  is  a  remedial  and 
effectual  measure  for  the  prevention  of 
those  lamentable  and  unnecessary  sacri- 
fices of  life,  which  occur  so  frequently  in 
the  Royal  parks  of  this  metropolis.  Sir, 
1  trust*  if  the  House  will  accord  to  roe  its 
indulgence  for  a  very  few  minutes,  I  shall 
be  able  to  show  that  this  subject,  involving 
as  it  does  a  deplorable  and  constantly 
reeorring  loss  of  life  requires,  and  is  en- 
titled to  the  most  serious  consideration  of 
Parliament.  These  accidents  are  not  of 
the  nature  of  those  which  may  be  con- 
sidered eatraordinary*— every  precaution 
which  the  most  vigilant  superintendence 
can  suggest  is  put  in  praclice^-no  pains 
or  expense  have  been  spared  by  the  Royal 
Humane  Society  in  their  praiseworthy 
efforts  to  protect  the  lives  of  their  fellow 
subjects,  and  yet  every  returning  season 
eahibits  the  impossibility  of  attaining  their 
object  by  the  means  at  present  in  use. 
Sir,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  very  interesting 
satistical  document,  furnished  to  me  by 
the  Royal  Humane  Society-^it  contains 
a  carefully  drawn  up  return  of  the  number 
of  persons  who  have  been  drowned  in 
the  Royal  parks  during  the  last  six  years ; 
but,  before  reading  this  statement,  I  must 
beg  the  attention  of  the  House  to  what 
passed  at  a  meeting  of  that  Society,  con* 
vened  especially  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  expediency  and  practicability  of 


the  measure  which  I  shall  conclude  by 
submitting  to  the  House. 

'<  That  upon  a  careful  consideration  of  the' 
danger  to  which  the  public  is  exposed  daring 
the  bathing  and  skating  seasons  of  the  year, 
from  the  numerous  accidents  of  a  critical  nature 
which  have  occurred  in  the  parks,  it  is  the 
confident  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
proposed  measure  is  of  the  utmost  conse- 
quence, inasmuch  as  it  would  effectually  secure 
tne  public  against  the  dangers  to  which  it  is 
now  most  unnecessarily  exposed ;  whilst  it 
would  enable  the  Royal  Humane  Society  to 
turn  its  attention  to  the  preservation  of  life 
on  the  river  Thames,  by  appropriating  the 
large  annual  expenditure  now  incurred  in  the 
parks,  with  very  great  advantage  to  the  safe- 
guard of  the  public,  particularly  at  those  places 
where  accidents  have  lately  become  so  nu- 
merous as  to  require  the  watchful  aid  of  the 
Institution,  and  which  its  limited  income  is  not 
otherwise  adequate  to  meet."  . 

I  will  now.  Sir,  read  to  the  House, 
the  return  of  the  number,  and  the  nature 
of  these  accidents,  which  I  conceive  it 
to  be  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  take 
cognizance  of. 
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Sir,  I  trust,  that  I  have  shown  to  the 
House,  that  I  have  requested  its  attention 
to  no  trivial  matter^that  in  little  more 
than  five  years  thirty-four  people  have 
met  with  an  untimely  end ;  that  these 
thirty-four  individuals,  full  of  health  anj^ 
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▼igour,  thinking  only  of  recreation  and 
amuiement,  unreflecting  and  unprepared 
•—were  hurried  into  eternity,  and  into  the 
pretence  of  their  Maker,  and  shall  we  he 
free  from  hiame,  shall  we  be  exonerated 
from  a  most  awful  responsibility,  if,  after 
the  proof  which  I  have  adduced,  that  these 
calamities  cannot  be  arrested  by  any  in- 
genious precautions,  such  as  are  in  use  at 
present,  we  neglect  or  refuse  to  adopt  a 
remedy — a  remedy  which  persons  whose 
study  and  attention  has  been  given  for  a 
long  series  of  years  to  the  preservation  of 
life,  tell  us  is  the  only  effectual  means  of 
preventing  those  shocking  and  heart- 
rending 'occurrences.  But,  Sir,  let  me 
consider  the  question  in  a  practical  shape. 
By  the  statement  which  1  have  read  to 
the  House,  it  appears,  that  no  fatal  acci- 
dents have  occurred  in  the  Regent's-park 
water — this,  I  am  told,  is  in  consequence 
of  there  being  very  few  deep  places  ;  and 
I  will,  therefore,  say  for  this  present,  con- 
fine the  remedies  to  the  Serpentine  and 
St.  James's-park  waters.  Now^  Sir,  look- 
ing at  these  two  lakes,  hon.  Members 
must  not  suppose,  that  they  are  bottom* 
less  pits,  nor  of  any  depth  either  imprac- 
ticable or  difficult  to  fill.  I  am  assured, 
that  the  deepest  pool  in  the  Serpentine 
does  not  exceed  twelve  or  thirteen  feet. 
A  very  great  portion  of  the  eastern  end  is 
not  more  than  four  or  five  feet  deep,  and 
although  I  confess  I  am  not  prepared  to 
state  the  exact  number  of  cubic  yards  of 
materia],  that  would  be  required  to  accom- 
plish my  object — thus  much  I  know,  that 
any  quantity  can  be  had  and  laid  down  at 
the  water's  edge  at  little  or  no  expense. 
The  immense  volume  of  old  materials 
which  builders  and  others  frequently  find 
difficulty  in  knowing  where  to  get  rid  of, 
could  be  brought  to  some  one  convenient 
spot,  without  cutting  up  or  injuring  the 
walks  or  drives,  aod  thence  conveyed  in 
boats  to  the  places  requiring  to  be  made 
shallow.  If  a  better  description  of  bot- 
tom be  considered  necessary,  a  coating  of 
gravel,  which  can  be  obtained  in  the  park 
itself,  would  be  laid  over  the  surface  of 
the  material  which  had  been  used  previ- 
ously. I  can  believe,  that,  probably, 
some  bold  and  adventurous  swimmers 
may  say,  you  would  injure  our  sport. 
I  would  ask  them  how  many  of  those 
who  have  been  drowned  bathing,  were 
swimmers,  or  persons  unable  to  swim  ?  Sir, 
the  Serpentine  has  several  cold  and  chil- 
Jjog  springs,  which  I  am  told  produce 


cramp,  aod  paralyse  in  an  instant  the 
skill  and  energies  of  the  most  expert— that 
the  larger  number  of  casualties  are  of 
swimmers,  who  have  sunk  from  the  came 
I  have  mentioned.  But  Sir,  the  tboasandi 
who  are  invited,  for  I  say  they  are,  to  a 
certain  degree,  invited  to  bathe,  by  pla- 
cards indicating  the  hours  at  which  it  is 
permitted,  should  be  protected,  should 
have  the  means  of  cleanliness,  which  is  9» 
necessary  for  the  health  of  this  vast  metro* 
polls,  made  accessible  to  them  without  the 
risk  to  ail,  and  the  certainty  of  death  to  a 
certain  number  annually.  But,  Sir,  those 
whose  amusement,  at  a  different  season  of 
the  year,  I  am  also  anxious  to  protect,  will 
admit  that  their  diversion  would  be  much 
promoted,  as  it  is  too  obvious  to  require 
illustration,  that  shallow  water  freezes  in 
much  less  time  than  deep,  and  conse* 
quently  the  ice  would  bear  with  a  less 
intensity  or  duration  of  frost  than  it  does 
at  present.  Sir,  great  and  ibuch  to  be 
deplored  as  the  accidents  which  I  have 
enumerated  from  the  returns  of  the  Royal 
Humane  Society  are,  it  must  not  be  con- 
cluded that  the  evil  is  not  much  farther 
extended.  Of  the  355  persons  who  have 
been  recovered  by  medical  process,  bow 
many  are  there  whose  health  and  consti- 
tution have  met  with  shocks  from  which 
they  never  recovered.  Sir,  I  have  no  wish 
to  exaggerate— no  exaggeration  i9  re- 
quired. But  when  everv  expedient  has 
been  adopted  which  skill,  ingenuity,  and 
invention  can  contrive,  when  every  care» 
vigilance,  and  superintendence  has  been 
exercised  by  a  society,  perhaps  unex- 
ampled in  its  philanthropic  intentions  to 
preserve  the  lives  of  its  fellow-citizens, 
and  when  that  society,  after  a  very  large  ex* 
penditure,  comes  forward  and  declares  that 
the  remedy  which  I  now  propose  is  the  only 
effectual  one  which  that  society  has  heard 
devised,  I  think,  Sir,  that  this  House  will 
incur  a  very  heavy  responsibility  if  it  refuses 
to  adopt  the  means  of  preserving  the  lives 
of  so  many  of  her  Majesty's  subjects,  and 
when  it  is  considered  that  her  Majesty  is 
herself  the  patroness  of  this  very  society, 
which  now  calls  upon  you  to  promote  its 
objects.  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  in 
his  speech  on  Thursday  last,  passed  a 
most  just  and  well-deserved  eulogium  on 
the  administration  of  Lord  Duncannon,  in 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  improvement  of  the 
walks,  drives,  and  plantations  of  the  parks. 
But»  Sir,  I  have  shown  a  much  more  im* 
portent  task  yet  remains  to  be  performedi 
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and  I  implore  the  right  iion.  Baronet  to  ac- 
cede to  the  address  which  lam  about  to  pro- 
pose.  I  entreat  of  him  to  consider  that  the 
benefits  he  will  confer  on  humanity  by 
consenting  to  this  measure  in  the  royal 
parks,    will    not    be  confined  to  those 
places,  for  the  funds  which  are  now  ex- 
pended by  the  Royal  Humane  Society  in 
endeavouring  to  protect  the  parks  will  be 
transferred  to  the  river  Thames,  where  the 
accidents  which  the  increase  of   steam 
navigation  has  so  multiplied,  require  a  su* 
perintendence,  to  which  the  means  of  the 
society  are  inadequate.    And,  Sir,  when 
my  hon.  Friends  on  this  side  of  the  House 
shall  be  reinstated  in  power,  as  I  am  sure 
they  are  convinced  they  will  be,  some  time 
or  other,  I  should  be  delighted  to  hear  an 
eulogy  of  the  right  hen.  Baronet's  ad- 
ministration in  this  department  as  well 
merited  as  Lord  Duncanoon's  has  been. 
Sir,  deducting  the  suicides,  for  which  I 
profess  to  offer  no  remedy,  we  have  an 
average  of  about  seven  lives  sacrificed 
annually  at  the  shrine  of  amusement,  in 
places  sanctioned  by  authority— an  effec- 
tual and  practicable  remedy  is  proposed. 
What  can  be  the  objections?  if  objections 
there  are.    I  know  of  none,  I  can  imagine 
none,  but  the  expense — and  will  Parlia- 
ment consent  to  the  sacrifice  of  life  which 
occurs  annually,  for  the  trifling  outlay 
which  this  work  would  occasion.    Sir,  I 
cannot  believe  it,  but  if  the  remedy  is  re- 
fused, I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House 
to  take  measures  for  absolutely  prohibiting 
all  access  to  those  waters.    The  law  in- 
flicts a  punishment  on  the  attempts  to 
commit  suicide,  and  yet  you  allow  the 
multitude,  nay,  you  invite  the  multitude 
to  an  amusement  which  is  certain  death 
to  some  of  them.    I  entreat  and  implore 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  consent  to  the 
address  on  the  grounds  of  humanity.  For, 
Sir,  if  this  motion  be  not  acceded  to,  no 
inference  can  be  drawn,  other  than  that 
the  lives  of  the  public  are  valued  at  less 
than  the  unimportant  sum  which  I  pledge 
myself  that  this  work  would  cost.  I  cannot 
sit  down  without  expressing  my  thanks  to 
the  House  for  the  patience  with  which  they 
have  Ibtened  to  me.    The  hon.  Member 
then  moved  the  following  address  :-— 

*'  That  an  bumble  Address  be  presented  to 
her  Majesty,  that  ihe  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  airect  her  Commissioners  of  Land 
Kevenues  to  take  measures  for  rendering  safer 
the  recreations  of  bathing  and  skating  on  the 
ornamental  waters  of  Hyde-park,  St.  James^ 


and  the  Regent^s-park,  by  ftlUng  up  the  deep 
and  dangerous  places,  so  as  not  exceeding  four 
feet  depth  of  water,  in  any  of  the  above-men- 
tioned parks." 

Mr.  Ewart  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Uusied 
that  the  hon.  Member  opposite  would  not 
think  he  was  derogating  from  his  claims  to 
merit,  for  the  interest  he  took  in  the  subject 
which  he  had  introduced  to  the  House, 
when  he  stated  his  intention  to  vote  against 
it.    It  must  afford  gratification  to  all  those 
who  were  interested  in  the  exertions  of 
the  Royal  Humane  Society  to  hear  testi«i 
mony  borne  to  the  great  exertions  they 
had  made  to  prevent  those  fatal  occur- 
rences.   The  hon.  Member  opposite  had 
described  the  advantages  which  would  re- 
sult from  the  adoption  of  the  plan  to  which 
he  referred,  but  he  hoped  to  be  able  sa- 
tisfactorily to  show  some  difficulties  which 
would  attend  the  carrying  into  effect  of 
that  proposal.     In  offering  his  opposition 
to  the  large  expense  which  would  attend 
it,  he  felt  that  he  was  justified  upon  that 
ground  alone;  however,  he  remembered 
that  in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  a  ereat 
deal  of  money  had  been  expended  in  deep- 
ening that  water,  which  the  hon.  Member 
now  sought  to  render  of  less  depth.     He 
was  not  able  to  say  what  amount  of  ex- 
penditure would  be  required  to  effect  the 
object  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  desired ; 
but  taking  his  own  calculation,  that  it 
would  be  no  more  than  for  a  railway  em- 
bankment of  the  same  extent,  he  did  not 
think  that  he  would  be  justified  under  the 
circumstances,  in  agreeing  to  that  expen- 
diture, for  the  purpose  of  lessening  the 
depth  of  that  water,  in  deepening  which 
so  much  expense  was  incurred  at  a  former 
period.    Before  these  waters  were  deep- 
ened, in  consequence  of  the  deposits  made 
in  ihem,  they  were  attended  by  an  offen- 
sive smell,  which  was  extremely  injurious 
to  health,  and  annoying,  not  only  to  those 
who  went  there  to  bathe,  but  to  the  in- 
habitants of  London  generally  who  went 
there  to  enjoy  the  recreation  and  fresh  air 
which  the  open  spaces  in   these  parks 
afforded  them.    The  hon.  Member  must 
take  into  account  what  injury  would  follow 
to  the  community  at  large,  supposing  that 
the  filling  up  of  these  spaces  would  be 
attended  with  a  recurrence  of  the  same 
effects.    With  respect  to  the  enjoyment 
of  those  who  went  there  to  enjoy  the 
manly  and  invigorating  exercise  of  swim* 
mingy  if  these  waters  were  filled  up  so  a« 
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to  be  made  only  four  feet  in  depth,  would 
it  be  practicable  for  these  parties  to  con- 
tinue to  take  that  exercise.  The  conse- 
sequence  of  filling  up  those  places  in  the 
way  sought  for  by  the  hon.  Member  would 
be,  to  compel  those  who  resorted  to  those 
places  to  bathe,  to  go  elsewhere,  to  the 
Thames,  or  other  places,  where  the  same 
profision  was  not  made  to  ensure  their 
safety,  and  the  loss  of  life  that  would 
occur  wouldj  in  all  probability,  be  much 
greater.  For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  consent  to  wiih« 
draw  his  motion,  and  not  place  him  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  in  the  situa- 
tion of  opposing  it. 

Mr.  Rennie  said,  that  the  accumulation 
of  mud  which  occurred  formerly  had  been 
caused  by  a  sewer,  which  had  since  been 
removed.  However,  as  the  motion  was 
opposed,  he  would  consent  to  withdraw 
it,  but  hoped  that  the  subject  would  re- 
ceive the  attention  of  the  Government,  at 
a  future  time. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

CONTINUAKCB  OF    LaWS-  PoOR'LAW 

C0MMI88IOK.]  Sir  R.  Peel  said,  I  now 
rise  to  move  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill, 
of  which  I  have  given  notice,  and  the 
object  of  which  is,  to  continue  in  force 
certain  Acts  which  would  expire,  either  oo 
a  certain  day  named,  or  at  the  end  of  the 
Session  of  Parliament,  or  after  a  certain 
period.  Upon  the  whole,  having  taken 
into  consideration  that  one  part  of  the 
bill  which  I  proposed  to  introduce  is  likely 
to  undergo  discussion,  and  that  the  other 
is  not  likely  to  meet  with  any  objection,  I 
believe  that  it  would  be  more  for  the  con* 
venience  of  the  House  that  I  should  intro- 
duce two  bills,  one  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  the  present  Poor-law  com- 
mission, and  another  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  in  force,  for  a  certain  period, 
other  expiring  laws.  I  believe  that  this 
will  better  meet  the  views  of  those  who 
may  be  desirous  of  separating  the  Poor-law 
Commission  Renewal  Bill  separately  from 
the  other,  which  is  not  likely  (o  meet  with 
any  discussion  or  objection.  I  think  it 
Tight,  however,  to  mention,  that  whichever 
course  may  be  adopted,  of  introducing  one 
or  two  acts,  it  will  not  be  competent  for 
hon.  Members  to  move  amendments  in  the 
ordinary  mode,  but  whatever  amendments 
they  may  wish  to  introduce,  must .  be 
moved  in  the  shape  of  an  instruction  to 
the  committee.    I  think  it  righ  1. there- 


fore, to  mention,  that  those  who  wish  to 
propose  amendments,  must  do  so  by  pre* 
viously  moving  an  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee. I  now  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill,  to  continue  the  Poor-law  commis-^ 
sion  to  the  31st  of  July,  1842. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Sir  R.  Peel:  I  now  move  for  leave 
to  introduce  a  Bill,  to  continue  such  laws 
as  will  expire  within  a  certain  limited 
period. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Bills  brought  in,  and  read  a  first  time. 

ScTPPLT— Matnooth  Co  LLfiOB— Ex- 
planation.] On  the  question  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  supply  be 
brought  up, 

Colonel  Acton:  I  wish  to  say  a  fev 
words  to  the  House  on  a  matter  personal 
to  myself.  I  am  most  anxious  to  explain 
that  it  was  my  intention  to  vote  against 
the  grant  to  the  College  of  Maynootb, 
and  I  communicated  to  several  friends 
about  me  in  the  House  my  fixed  detern 
mination  so  to  do,  but  having  inadver« 
tently  gone  into  the  old  lobby,  I  did  not 
discover  my  mistake  until  the  door  was 
closed.  As  soon  as  I  was  aware  of  my 
mistake  I  remonstrated  in  the  strongest 
manner  against  being  obliged  to  record 
my  vote  against  my  principles  and  my 
recently. expressed  intentions,  but  I  was 
informed  that  having  gone  into  the  lobby 
my  vote  was,  in  fact,  given,  and  could  not 
be  recalled.  It  is  most  painful  to  me  to 
vote  against  ber  Majesty's  present  Go- 
vernment, firom  which  we  have  reason  to 
expect  such  taestimable  benefits  to  the 
nation;  but  I  never  can  conscientiously 
vote  for  the  grant  to  Maynootb  College. 
I  never  intended  to  vote  for  it,  and  I  never 
will.  I  trust  the  House  will  pardon  this 
intrusion,  but  I  felt  it  due  to  my  own 
character  and  that  of  the  constituency  I 
have  the  honour  to  represent,  thus  to  ex- 
plain the  apparent  inconsistency  of  my 
conduct. 

Mr.  Plumpfre  bore  testimony  to  the 
fact  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  com* 
municated  to  him  his  intention  of  voting 
as  he  had.jttst  stated. 

..Report  brought  op. 

Supply— National  Oallbky.]  On 
the  vote  for  the  National  Gallery. 

Sir  C,  Burrell  said,  he  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  to 
an  alledged  fact  iRteip|«4f  Jtjr^jieU 
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founded,  showed  thit  pictures  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  National  Gallery  which  were 
a  disgrace  to  it.  It  was  said,  that  a  work 
of  Perugino,  sold  to  Mr.  Beckford  origi-* 
nally  for  40/.  or  50/.,  had  been  bonght 
for  the  National  Gallery  out  of  that  gen- 
tlemen's  collection  for  800/.  If  what  had 
been  stated  to  him  were  true,  the  picture 
would  be  a  disgrace  to  it.  The  picture 
had  been  so  much  altered  that  it  had  been 
nearly  repainied,  and  a  bandeau^  which 
was  formerly  on  the  forehead  of  one  of  the 
figures,  had  been  entirely  removed.  If, 
indeed,  his  information  were  correct  a 
very  indifferent  painting  had  been  palmed 
off  on  the  publio  at  a  very  large  price. 
His  only  object  in  mentioning  this  was  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Baro« 
net  to  the  subject,  that  care  might  be  ob- 
served in  future  in  purchasing  pictures  for 
the  National  Gallery. 
Resolution  agreed  to. 

Seamek's  Pay  Abroad.]  On  the 
third  reading  of  the  Navy  Pay  Bill, 

Captain  Berkeley  said,  that  by  the  rate 
of  exchange  in  the  Mediterranean,  sea- 
men serving  there  and  paid  abroad  had 
been  deprived  of  4d,  on  the  dollar.  He 
could  instance  his  own  ship,  the  seamen 
of  which  when  paid  at  Gibraltar,  were 
charged  for  every  dollar  M.  more  than  it 
passed  for,  He  had  called  the  attention 
of  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
to  the  subject,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  lost  sight  of  by  the  present. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

Lunatics.]  On  the  motion  of  Lord 
Ashley,  the  House  went  into  Committee 
on  the  Lunatics  Bill. 

On  the  first  clause  being  read, 
Mr.  Wakley  said,  that  the  subject  of  the 
treatment  of  lunatics  had  been  much  dis« 
cttued  of  late,  and  it  seemed  to  be  a 
general  impression  that  some  alteration 
should  be  made  in  the  existing  law,  and 
that  without  delay.  In  the  late  Session 
several  notices  had  been  given  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  amongst  these  that  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
tier  for  Lambeth,  waa  foremost,  but  bav« 
ing  many  other  n&atters  to  attend  to,  the 
bon.  Gentleman  had  abandoned  it.  Sub- 
sequently the  hon.  Member  for  Dumfries, 
gave  a  notice  on  the  subject,  but  he  did 
not  persevere  in  calling  for  an  investiga- 
tion. That  which  was  proposed  by  the 
present  bill  was  to  continue  the  existing 
state  of  the  law  for  four  years,    ConsideN 


ing  that  this  question  was  now  much  pub- 
licly discussed,  and  that  it  must  be  consi- 
dered  at  no  distant  day,  the  term  proposed 
he  thought  too  long,  and  tliat  it  should  bo- 
shortened  to  two  years.  Though  he  ad- 
milted  the  existing  commission  had  done* 
essential  service  to  the  public  and  to  the 
cause  of  humanity,  it  had  fallen  short  in 
its  effects  of  what  the  public  had  a  right 
to  expect.  He  had  yet  to  learn  whether 
they  had  furnished  all  the  information  that 
was  looked  for  in  the  shape  of  reports,  and 
whether  the  public  had  received  any  great 
information  from  their  labours.  In  fact, 
he  only  knew  of  their  presenting  one  re- 
port the  year  after  their  appointment.  He* 
did  not  think  the  noble  Lord  who  intro- 
duced this  bill  (Lord  Ashley),  could  say, 
that  full  and  adequate  justice  was  yet 
done  to  patients  by  the  care  taken  by 
the  commissioners,  and  the  control  exer- 
cised  by  them  in  Lunatic  Asylums.  No 
doubt  the  noble  Lord  could  state  truly 
that  the  restraint  imposed  on  insane  per- 
sons was  much  diminished.  At  the  same 
time,  an  outrageous  system  of  restraint 
was  still  imposed  on  lunatics.  The  powers 
of  the  commission  only  extended  to  a  few 
miles  beyond  the  metropolis,  and  had  lit- 
tle or  no  effect  in  the  country  at  large.' 
He  should  like  to  know  why  one  system* 
should  be  adopted  in  the  metropolb|  and 
another  in  the  country  districts.  Why 
should  a  licence  to  keep  in  custody  insane 
persons  be  granted  by  commissioners  in 
one  place,  and  by  justices  of  the  peace  in 
another  ?  There  was  one  regulation  under 
the  existing  law  so  obnoxious  to  com- 
mon sense,  and  so  objectionable  in  point' 
of  principle,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  sanc- 
tioned for  a  single  moment.  Suppose  one 
was  desirous  to  keep  a  lunatic  asylum  for 
two  persons,  he  must  apply  to  the  com. 
missioners  before  he  could  do  so ;  but  if 
he  were  anxious  to  take  only  one  under 
his  charge,  neither  the  noble  Lord  nor  hitf 
colleagues  had  any  power  of  visitation  as 
to  that  patient.  So  that,  in  point  of  fact,* 
in  one  town  fifty  persons  might  be  unjustly 
confined  separately,  through  the  atrocioosr 
conduct  of  their  relatives,  and  the  com- 
missioners could  not  visit  one  of  those 
fifty.  He  had  heard  of  a  case  of  a  ladjf 
of  family  and  distinction,  which  he  would 
mention  to  the  House.  A  friend  of  that 
lady  tried  to  obtain  an  interview  witk 
her,  but  could  not  succeed;  he  tried  to 
communicate  by  means  of  writingi  but 
could  not  succeed ;  nayi  he  even  endea« 
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▼oured  to  find  out  where  she  was  con- 
fined»  but  could  not  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  the  place  of  her  concealment.  Was  such 
a  system  to  be  sanctioned  in  an  intelli- 
gent and  christian  land?  It  was  fraught 
with  injustice  and  inhumanity.  He  was 
convinced  there  were  hundreds  confined 
in  the  lunatic  asylums  of  this  country, 
who  were  as  sane  as  any  who  sat  in  that 
House — indeed  more  so,  in  some  instances. 
In  the  metropolitan  districts,  the  commis- 
sioners might  liberate  persons  when  un- 
justly confined,  but  not  until  three  visits 
nad  been  paid,  and  six  weeks  might 
elapse  before  these  visits  were  made.  This 
was  a  monstrous  state  of  things,  and  all 
the  circumstances  demanded  investigation. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  that  investi- 
gation could  take  place  now,  but  another 
Session  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  pass 
without  inquiry,  seeing  the  disclosures 
that  had  recently  taken  place  regarding 
the  unwarrantable  treatment  of  patients. 
The  system  throughout  the  country  ought 
t«  be  uniform,  and  no  favour  should  be 
shown  to  the  metropolitan  districts.  He 
thought  the  noble  Lord  could  not  at  least 
object  to  that  principle.  It  had  been  shown 
within  a  brief  period,  that  an  enormous 
number  of  patients  in  one  asylum  might 
exist  almost  without  restraint — that  the 
chains  and  manacles  which  used  to  be 
hung  upon  the  limbs  of  these  unfortunate 
persons,  might  be  entirely  laid  aside, 
merely  by  the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional number  of  keepers  and  intelligent 
and  humane  superintendants.  He  alluded 
to  the  treatment  of  lunatics  in  the  asylum 
of  that  county  (Middlesex),  where  the 
magistrates  had  so  conducted  themselves 
as  to  deserve  the  admiration  of  every  one. 
In  that  asylum  there  were  nearly  a  thousand 
patients,  yet  not  one  was  fastened  to  his 
bed  or  had  a  chain  upon  his  limbs.  He 
entreated  the  House  to  observe  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law  as  regarded  lunatics.  Sup* 
pose  he  had  a  relatk)n  who  was  possessed 
of  a  large  fortune— he  perceived  certain 
eccentricities  in  the  conduct  of  that  indi- 
vidual. From  the  neat  afiection  he  had 
for  that  relative,  and  the  still  greater  af- 
fection he  had  for  his  property,  be  causes 
a  commission  of  lunacy  to  be  issued  out, 
and  discovering  him  to  be  insane,  places 
bim  in  confinement.  Then  what  motive 
of  action  was  given,  under  the  present 

rem,  to  the  person  under  whose  charge 
lunatic  was  placed  ?    Why,  it  called 
into  operation  that  principle  of  selfishness 


common  to  human  nature.  The  proprietor 
of  the  asylum  would  argue  that  he  got 
400/.  a  year  for  the  charge  of  the  gentle* 
man  so  long  as  he  remained  under  that 
roof;  and  if  he  recovered,  then  he  (the 
proprietor)  would  lose  that  annual  amount. 
Suppose  a  gentleman  was  to  go  to  a 
doctor,  and  say,  **  My  liver  is  diseased, 
and  so  long  as  it  remains  so  I  will  give 
you  100/.  a  year."  What  motive  of  action 
in  such  a  case  would  be  given  to  the  doc- 
tor ?  The  House  ought  to  eet  about  to 
discover  means  of  remedy  for  these  things, 
and  a  system  of  investigation  and  control 
should  be  instituted  which  would  prevent 
the  possibility  of  such  atrocious  practices 
being  continued.  The  law  which  the  no- 
ble Lord  sought  to  prolong  had  certainly 
in  some  respects  its  merits,  but  they  fell 
short  of  what  the  public  had  a  right  to 
expect,  and  common  sense — the  common 
principles  of  justice— dictated  the  neces- 
sity for  some  effectual  remedy  for  the 
existing  evils.  He  asked  the  House  to 
prolong  the  law  only  for  one  year,  because  in 
that  case  he  was  sure  that  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Lambeth,  or  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dumfries,  would  next  Session  move  for  a 
Committee  of  inquiry ;  whereas  if  the  law 
were  to  be  prolonged  for  so  long  a  period 
as  that  proposed,  it  would  be  a  clog  upon 
investigation.  The  hon.  Member  conclu- 
ded by  moving,  that  the  words  *'  one 
year,"  be  substituted  for  "  three  years." 

Mr.  Howes  seconded  the  amendment. 
He  agreed  with  bis  hon.  Friend,  that 
there  were  great  abuses  and  vices  in 
the  present  system,  that  the  lunatic  asy- 
lums of  the  country  were  very  imperfect, 
and  that  the  public  had  a  very  insuflicient 
knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  conducted.  There  was  no  proper 
check  upon  them.  The  details  that  were 
brought  to  light  some  time  ago,  relative  to 
the  management  of  the  Hereford  Lunatic 
asylum,  were  perfectly  disgusting.  He 
wished  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  that  part  of  the  act  which  enabled  the 
keeper  of  an  asylum  to  receive  lunatics 
as  patients.  Under  special  circumstances, 
a  single  apothecary  might  consign  a  man 
to  confinement  for  ever.  [No^  noil  It  was 
so ;  and  if  that  man  were  a  pauper,  not 
even  the  intervention  of  an  apothecary 
was  necessary,  but  a  justice  of  the  peace 
could,  by  his  certificate,  consign  him  to  a 
lunatic  asylum,  under  certain  circum- 
stances. The  noble  Lord  said  not  for 
^ever,  and  he  admitted  that  the  noble  Lord 
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was  right  as  regarded  the  metropolitan 
districts,  but  that  did  not  apply  to  the 
provinces.  Let  a  man  be  once  sent  to  a 
lunatic  asylum,  and  suppose  him  to  be  of 
a  nervous  temperament,  and  unable  to 
stand  those  formidable  examinations  he 
had  to  undergo  before  medical  men,  who 
were  generally,  and  not  unnaturally,  pre- 
possessed with  the  conviction  that  a  patient 
confined  in  the  asylum  must  necessarily 
be  insane,  and  his  chances  for  emancipa- 
tion  were  rather  remote.  He  did  not  wish 
to  refer  unnecessarily  to  the  case  of  the 
Hereford  Asylum,  but  he  was  bound  to 
say,  that  the  scenes  disclosed  there,  were 
such  as  to  shock  every  humane  mind,  and 
they  called  loudly  for  an  amendment  in 
the  system.  All  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbury  sought  was  a  diminution  of 
the  term  for  which  the  law  was  to  be  re- 
newed. He  did  not  think  that  a  Commit- 
tee of  that  House  was  the  best  instrument 
to  effect  the  object  desired ;  but  he  con- 
ceived it  was  a  case  peculiarly  belonging 
to  the  executive  Government.  If  the  no- 
ble Lord  would  turn  his  mind  seriously  to 
the  whole  subject  before  next  Session,  he 
would  have  the  opportunity  of  working 
out  an  inestimable  benefit.  He  trusted, 
however,  that  the  Government  would  take 
up  the  subject,  for  it  was  too  complicated 
for  any  single  Member  of  that  House. 

Lprd  AMey  had  not  thought,  that  a 
discussion  would  have  arisen  upon  the 
subject,  or  he  would  have  come  down  to 
the  House  better  prepared  to  bear  his  part 
in  it.  The  commissioners  had  done  all  that 
could  be  reasonably  expected  of  them,  and 
be  begged  to  observe,  that  the  act  under 
which  they  derived  their  powers  was  not 
an  act  directing  the  methods  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  cure  of  patients;  but  it 
was  an  act  for  the  purpose  of  controlling 
those  enormous  abuses  which,  from  time 
to  time,  had  been  laid  before  Com- 
mittees of  that  House-^abuses  under 
which  persons  were  very  easily  confined 
in  lunatic  asylums,  but  which  rendered  it 
almost  impossible  for  them  to  obtain  their 
liberty.  Such  was  the  state  of  the  law 
when  the  present  act  was  introduced. 
He  wished  to  inform  the  House  that  the 
commissioners  had  made  periodical  reports 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  it  was  not 
long  ago  that  it  was  determined  by  the 
commission  that  he  (Lord  Ashley)  should 
be  called  upon  to  lay  those  reports  from 
the  year  1835  upon  the  table  of  that 
House,  that  the  country  might  see  the 


progress  that  had  been  made,  and  pass  aa 
opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the  commission. 
The  powers  of  the  commission  were  very 
limited,  they  were  powers  of  control,  and 
no  more ;  and  a  great  deal  that  had  been 
done,  had  been  effected  by  advice  and 
suggestion,  and  not  by  authority.  The 
commissioners,  indeed,  possessed  two 
powers,  one  of  which  was  the  right  of 
refusing  licences,  but  those  powers  were 
only  to  be  resorted  to  in  extreme  cases, 
and  there  had  been  only  one,  or  at  the 
most,  two  instances,  in  which  those  powers 
had  been  exercised.  If  he  thought,  that 
the  renewal  of  the  act  for  the  time  that  he 
sought  precluded  all  consideration  for  the 
amendment  of  the  law,  then  he  should  be 
reaily  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury,  but  he  assured  the 
House  that  ihe  commissioners  had  great 
difficulty  in  keeping  the  lunatic  asylums 
within  due  bounds  and  in  proper  order; 
and  if  the  existence  of  the  commission  was 
to  be  terminated  within  twelve  months, 
and  the  proprietors  of  those  houses  were 
aware  of  that  fact,  the  difficulties  already 
experienced  would  be  greatly  aggravated. 
The  commissioners  had  agreed  that  it 
would  be  desirable  to  meet  before  the 
next  Session  of  Parliament,  to  consult  aa 
to  what  amendments  in  the  system  might 
be  proposed.  Within  the  metropolis  and 
seven  miles  around,  the  commissioners 
had,  he  would  venture  to  say,  brought  the 
asylums  into  a  most  complete  state  of 
order.  It  was  a  rule  with  the  commis- 
sioners, when  they  visited  these  asylums, 
to  omit  none  where  a  single  human  being 
was  confined.  The  provincial  asylums 
had  no  visitation  whatever  that  was  worthy 
the  name,  and  the  best  proof  of  that  was, 
that,  whereas  the  commissioners  ought  to 
be  supplied  with  a  correct  return  of  all 
those  asylums — the  fact  was,  there  were 
many  in  the  country  of  which  they  had  no 
knowledge  at  all.  It  was  almost  impos- 
sible, under  the  present  system,  to  carry 
out  the  intentions  of  the  act  with  respect 
to  those  provincial  asylums.  There  was  a 
defect  in  the  present  system  of  the  treat* 
ment  of  lunatics  to  which  he  wished  to 
allude,  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  con- 
fessed he  did  not  know  how  to  remedv  it  by 
any  legislative  enactment.  But  it  showed 
the  necessity  for  some  amendment  in  the 
system.  No  sooner  was  a  person  confined 
in  a  lunatic  asylum^he  spoke,  of  course, 
not  without  exceptions,  but  yet  as  a  prettv 
general   rule-— tnan  from   that   hour  it 
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appeared  ai  though  all  the  relatives,  even 
the  nearest,  of  that  unfortunate  individual, 
thought  themselves  discharged  from  the 
iolemn  duty  of  watching  over  him.  It 
appeared,  indeed,  as  if  insanity  was  a 
Visitation  of  Providence,  so  awful  and 
overwhelming,  that  it  produced  a  wither- 
ing and  deadly  effect  upon  the  minds,  not 
only  of  the  unhappy  patient,  but  of  all 
who  were  connected  with  him,  so  as  to 
incline  them  not  only  to  get  rid  of  his 
society,  but  to  wipe  out,  if  possible,  all 
memory  of  him.  That  was  an  additional 
reason  why  not  only  in  the  metropolitan 
districts,  but  in  the  provinces,  there  should 
be  instituted  a  strict,  vigorous,  and  most 
searching  investigation,  that  should  com- 
pel relatives  to  come  forward  and  take 
upon  themselves  that  solemn  duty,  of  the 
extended  neglect  of  which  he  could  con- 
vey to  the  House  no  accurate  notion.  He 
believed  all  parties  concurred  in  the 
opinion  that  no  blame  was  chargeable  upon 
the  commissioners.  The  only  question, 
however,  before  the  House  was,  as  regarded 
the  term  for  which  the  Act  was  to  be  re- 
newed ;  and,  he  assure  I  the  House,  so 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  that  if  they 
thought  proper  to  sanction  the  renewal  of 
the  commission  for  three  years,  which  he 
considered  absolutely  necessary,  all  the 
energies  and  abilities  he  could  comrhand, 
should  be  freely  and  readily  devoted  to 
the  subject.  He  thought  the  commis«> 
aioners  would  be  enabled  to  propound  to 
the  House  a  scheme  whereby  the  manage- 
ment of  lunatics  throughout  the  country 
should  be  put  upon  one  general  and  uni- 
form footing;  and,  above  all,  by  which  a 
complete  and  effective  system  of  visitation 
should  be  established  over  all  private 
asylums. 

Sir  R.  H,  Inglis  said,  he  had  listened 
to  the  speech  just  delivered  with  the 
deepest  attention,  marked  as  it  was  at 
once  with  that  simple  clearness,  and  that 
sincerity  of  feeling,  which  characterized 
his  ouble  Friend's  addresses  on  svch  Sub- 
jects. The  only  observution  he  had  to 
make  was,  that  he  trusted  the  country 
visltHtions  were  not  altogether  and  ani- 
vi'rsally  niocke:  ies.  He  feh  great  plealiure 
in  declaring,  that  his  noble  Friend  had 
earned  one  title  more  honourable  than  all 
others«^that  of  the  friend  to  the  friend- 
less—'the  sympathiser  with  every  sufferer. 

Lord  Ashley  briefly  explained,  that  there 
were  exceptions  in  the  country  visitations. 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  he  for  one  bore  warm 


and  wiUing  testimony  to  the  leal  and 
enegy  which  the  noble  Lord  had  mani- 
fested in  this  cause.  It  was  one  thing, 
however,  to  admire  the  noble  Lord's 
character,  and  another  to  approve  of  his 
propositions.  The  noble  Lord's  speech 
had  throughout  indicated  a  deficiency  of 
authority  and  power  in  the  commissionrrs. 
The  noble  Lord  no  doubt  would  be  dis- 
posed to  fulfil  his  promise  to  ^ive  the 
whole  subject  careful  consideratmn,  and 
to  propose  a  general  plan.  But  the  fact 
of  the  act  being  renewed  only  for  one  year 
would  have  this  effect— it  would  stimulate 
he  would  not  say  the  noble  Lord,  for  he 
required  no  stimulus,  but  those  with  whom 
he  was  associated,  of  whom  he  confessed 
he  had  some  distrust,  though  of  the  noble 
Lord  he  had  nohe.  The  very  fact  of  the 
act  having  again  speedily  to  come  before 
Parliament  would  serve  to  keep  up  their 
attention  and  their  energies  on  the  subject, 
and  prevent  their  sympathies  from  sleephig 
supposing  they  were  disposed  to  allow 
them.  Let  the  House  well  recolie(^t  what 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  said  when  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  the  city  had  proposed  the  re- 
newal of  the  Poor-law  commission  for  ten 
years.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  said, 
'*  No ;  when  we  have  such  a  commission 
as  thli,  the  oftener  it  is  broueht  under 
the  revision  of  Parliament  the  better ;  it 
will  be  wiser  td  renew  it  for  a  shorter 
period."  So  said  he  as  to  this  lunaey 
oommission.  He  had  made  no  attack 
upon  that  commission ;  he  might  have  said 
things  which  he  chose  to  withhold  for  the 
present,  but,  at  all  events,  it  was  an 
amazingly  well  paid  commission.  The 
professional  men  received  one  guinea  per 
hour  for  the  time  they  devoted  themselves 
to  their  duty,  exclusive  of  all  travelling 
expenses,  and  he  thought  that  was  re- 
markably good  payi  But  it  was  question- 
able whether  a  body  of  not  more  than 
twenty,  nor  less  than  fifteen,  was  one  pro- 
perly  conitituted  to  conduct  such  pro- 
ceedinga  as  those  which  were  imposed 
upon  the  lunatic  commission.  He 
thought  something  much  better  than 
such  a  board  might  be  constituted.  He 
believed  if  there  was  but  one  person  ap- 
pointed who  should  be  obliged  to  de- 
vote the  whole  of  his  time  to  these 
particular  duties,  receiving  a  sofficient 
salary,  and  atone  responsible  to  that 
House  and  to  the  public,  that  much  more 
effioient  services  would  be  rendered,  and 
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that  the  unfortunate  lunatici  would  re- 
ceive milder,  kinder,  and  more  generous 
treatment  in  the  atvlums.  He  contended 
that  the  noble  Lord  had,  by  hia  epeechi 
completely  made  out  a  case  for  the  shorter 
period  of  renewal,  and  had  proved  beyond 
a  doubt,  that  (he  case  could  not  too  soon 
come  before  Parliament.  The  right  hon. 
Secretary  for  the  Home  Department 
would  at  once  see  the  necessity  for  doing 
something,  and  he  (Mr.  Wakley)  trusted 
the  whole  case  would  soon  be  brought 
under  the  searching  investigation  of  that 
right  hon.  Gentleman*  Upon  a  matter  of 
this  kind  there  could  be  no  party  feeling, 
and  the  amendment  he  had  proposed  had 
been  submitted  to  the  House  without  any 
local  or  private  spirit  or  interest,  and  he 
trusted  the  House  would  decide  in  favour 
of  I  be  shorter  term  of  renewal. 

Lord  Ashley  wished  it  to  be  understood 
that  he  received  no  remuneration  for  his 
services. 

Mr.  WakUif  explained  that  he  had 
spoken  of  the  professional  persons  only-^ 
the  physicians  and  barristers.  Those 
persons,  he  repeated,  received  oue 
guinea  per  hour,  besides  travelling  ex* 
penses,  for  the  time  they  devoted  to  an 
inquiry,  and  he  believed  the  act  put  no 
limitation  on  the  time  they  might  occupy. 

Sir  Jamu  Graham  having  been  ap- 
pealed to,  would  offer  a  very  few  words  to 
the  notice  of  the  committee.  The  subject 
was  of  the  gravest  character,  and  the  dis- 
cussion most  touch  deeply  the  feelings  and 
sympathies  of  every  humane  man.  He 
agreed  most  cordially  with  the  hon.  Baro- 
net, the  Member  for  Oxford,  that  amidst 
the  many  claims  which  his  noble  Friend 
had  estsblished  upon  the  gratitude  of  the 
nation,  there  was  none  that  had  better 
earned  for  him  the  title  of  the  friend  of 
the  afflicted  and  the  unprotected,  than  the 
active  part  he  had  taken  in  the  distressing 
duty  with  which  he  had  associated  him* 
self.  The  point  immediately  before  the 
committee  was  in  itself,  however,  very 
narrow.  It  was  simply,  whether  the  term 
of  the  renewal  of  the  act  should  be  for  a 
greater  or  a  U*ss  period.  He  perfectly 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Member  for  Finsbury,  that  a  very  salutary 
effect  was  produced  in  bringing  the  con. 
duct  of  commissioners,  and  indeed,  ail 
other  public  servants,  frequently  under 
the  revision  of  that  House.  But  in  the 
present  instance,  the  only  question  was, 
what  limitation  of  time  should  be  taken  as 


rendering  the  revision  sufficiently  frequent. 
He  certainly  thought,  that  an  annual  re- 
vision would  be  more  frequent  than  was 
necessary.  If  it  should  be  deemed  re- 
quisite to  come  to  Parliament  for  an  ex* 
tension  of  power,  he,  after  carefully  con- 
sidering the  subject,  and  availing  himself 
of  the  advice  of  his  noble  Friend  (Lord 
Ashley),  and  the  experience  of  the  comr 
mission  under  which  his  noble  Friend 
acted,  should  be  prepared  to  accede  to 
any  proposition  that  the  humanity  of  the 
subject  might  seem  to  demand.  After 
the  assurance  that  had  been  given  by  his 
noble  Friend,  he  thought  there  could  be 
no  impropriety  in  now  renewing  the  oper- 
ation of  the  act  for  three  years. 

Amendment  negatived. 

Bill  went  through  the  committee. 

House  resumed. — Report  to  be  received. 

Adjourned. 
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MiNOTXB.}  N«w  Membm.  Hob«  O.  Danoombo.  for 
North  Riding,  Yorkshire;  Sir  E.  Knatchbull,  for  East 
Kent. 

BUI.  and  flrit  time  t^PopulAtion  Payment!  Bi!l»-^Rai4 
second  time :— AdministraUon  of  Justice  (No.  i),  i  Ex- 
piring Laws  {  Poor-law  Coftunlssion.—^ltead  Uiird  Ume:— 
Foreign  Bldiopib 

Petitions  presented.  Bf  Cat>talB  Roub«  tnm  InhaUtants  tof 
Westminster,  and  by  Mr.  Masterman,  fhnn  Somen 
Town,  ibr  Redemption  of  TolU  on  Metropolitan  Bridges. 
«-B7  Mr.  QMUiam,  Itom  iMUlndto  Boeietjr,  (br  III* 
quiry  Ifito  Uie  ease  of  the  lU^  of  Battan.— By  Mr. 
Mackinnon,  tnm  Henry  Inglis,  for  Inquiry  Into  the 
Pit^eeted  low  Water  Untours  on  Che  Coast*  of  Susset 
and  Kent. 

Royal  Gardens,  Kensington.^  On 
the  motion  for  going  into  committee  on  the 
Royal  Gardens  Bill, 

Mr.  Protheroe  said,  that  his  objections 
to  this  bill  had  not  been  removed  by  any* 
thing  he  had  heard  in  the  way  of  explana<' 
tion.  He  considered  it  calculated  to  in- 
jure both  Kensington  Palace  and  the  gar- 
dens ;  because,  if  it  should  hereafter  turn 
out,  as  was  very  probable,  that  the  Crown 
should  wish  to  remove  the  present  dilapi- 
dated palace,  and  build  another,  theoccu* 
pation  of  this  space  of  ground  let  out  on 
leases  to  private  individuals  might  be. 
found  exceedingly  inconvenient  and  pre- 
judicial.  There  was  certainly  one  advan- 
tage connected  with  the  plan  which  he 
was  ready  to  give  credit  for,  namely^  the 
opening  of  a  new  road  from  Kensington 
to  Bayswater,  but  in  other  respects  the 
measure  seemed  to  be  very  objectionable. 
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Sir  R*  Inglii  quite  agreed  with  the  hon. 
Member  that  they  ought  not  to  deprive 
any  future  possessors  of  the  Crown  of  this 
piece  of  ground ;  and,  under  the  circum- 
stance referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member, 
it  might  be  found  exceedingly  difficult  to 
repurchase  it  or  to  find  another  suffici- 
ently convenient  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  palace. 

The  bill  went  through  committee,  as  did 
the  Frogmore  Lodge  Bill. 

Administratiok  of  Justice— Vice- 
Chancellor's  Anwuity.]  The  House 
in  committee  on  the  Administration  of 
Justice  (Retired  Annuity  to  Vice-Chan- 
cellor)  Bill. 

The  Attorney-Oeneral  moved  a  clause, 
empowering  her  Majesty  to  grant  to  any 
person  who  shall  vacate  the  office  of  Vice- 
Chancellor  under  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  an  annuity  of  3,500i.,  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  consolidated  fund. 

The  clause  agreed  to— the  House  re- 
sumed— Bill  to  be  reported. 

Poor-Law  Commission.]  The  Or- 
der of  the  Day  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Poor-law  Commission  Continuance 
Bill  having  been  read, 

Dr.  Batvring  expressed  his  regret  that 
the  question  of  the  Corn-laws  was  not  to 
be  considered  before  next  Session ;  but  as 
regarded  the  Poor-law  question,  he  had  no 
objection  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
should  take  time  to  consider  it,  so  that  he 
might  be  able  to  bring  forward  such  mo- 
difications as  would  be  the  most  likely  to 
conciliate  all  parties.  Sure  he  was,  that 
all  parties  would  concur  in  a  measure  hav- 
ing for  its  object  the  rejection  of  the 
claims  of  the  worthless  and  the  impro- 
vident, and  the  relief  of  distress  where 
that  distress  ought  in  reason  to  be  relieved. 
He  thought  that  the  measure  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  ought  to  be  made  the  instru* 
ment  of  removing  as  much  misery  as  it 
was  possible,  and  creating  as  much  hap- 
piness as  could  be  created  consistently 
with  that  control  which  it  was  necessary 
to  observe.  He  had  no  objection  to  ofier 
to  the  present  bill.  He  should  allow  the 
question  toremain  in  the  bauds  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  unmolested  by  any  op- 
position on  his  part,  persuaded  that  such 
a  course  afforded  the  greatest  prospect  of 
a  fair  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the 
whole  question, 

Mr.  fVoriley  said,  that  although  it  was 


not  his  intention  to  offer  any  obstacle  lo 
the  passing  of  this  bill,  as  it  was  indispen- 
sably necessary,  yet  he  thought  it  desirable 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  should  suggest 
to  the  House  the  arrangement  which  he 
might  consider  the  most  convenient  for 
affording  to  such  hon.  Members  as  were 
desirous  of  expressing  their  opinions  oo 
the  subject  an  opportunity  of  so  doing. 
He  himself  was  one  of  that  number.  He 
had  been  absent  from  the  House  of  Com* 
mons  during  the  entire  period  within 
which  the  discussions  upon  the  subject 
were  comprised;  and  he  felt  extremely 
unwilling  to  allow  this  bill  to  pass,  unob- 
jectionable as  it  was,  under  the  circum- 
stances, without  putting  the  House  in  pos- 
session of  the  views  he  entertained  in 
reference  to  the  Poor-law  question.  He 
therefore  hoped  that  some  arrangement 
would  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  afford- 
ing him,  in  common  with  other  hon.  Mem- 
bers, the  opportunity  which  he  sought. 

Sir  R»  Peel  thought  it  was  understood, 
that  any  discussion  which  might  be  desired 
should  take  place  on  the  question,  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  a  committee. 
Having  been  led  to  believe  that  the  object 
of  the  bill,  namely,  the  renewal  of  the 
commission,  met  with,  under  the  circum* 
stances,  the  general  approval  of  the  House, 
but,  at  the  same  time,  that  there  was  a  wish 
on  the  part  of  several  Members  to  express 
their  opinions  upon  different  parts  of  the 
bill,  he  stated  that  the  most  effectual  way 
of  doing  80  would  be  to  give  notice  of  an 
instruction  to  the  committee  to  make 
enactments  corresponding  with  the  views 
which  they  entertained  upon  the  subject. 
He  thought  that  the  discussion  should  not 
take  place  now,  but  at  a  more  distant  day-— 
Friday  next  he  conceived  would  be  the 
most  proper  and  convenient  time,  when  it 
was  intended  to  move  that  the  House  go 
into  committee  on  the  bilL  He  might 
take  this  opportunity  of  correcting  an 
erroneous  impression  which  he  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  existed  in  some  parts  of 
Ireland,  to  this  effect — that  in  consequence 
of  the  change  in  the  Government,  altera- 
tions to  a  material  extent  would  be  made 
in  the  Irish  Poor-law.  He  had  been  told 
also,  that  that  impression  not  only  existed, 
but  that  it  counteracted  the  beneficial 
operation  of  the  Irish  Poor-law  in  some 
parts  of  Ireland.  As  he  supported  that 
bill,  he  was  rather  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
how  such  an  impression  could  have  arisen ; 
but  for  the  pt^rpose  of  preyentine  any 
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prejudice  which  might  stand  in  the  way 
of  the  practical  operation  of  the  bill,  he 
begged  leave  to  state  that  there  was  no 
intention  whatever^  on  the  part  of  her 
Majesty's  GoTernment,  of  proposing  any 
change  in  the  Irish  Poor-law. 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  that  if  the  House  was 
desirous  that  the  discussion  should  take 
place  .on  Friday,  he  had  no  wish  to  disturb 
the  arrangement.  But,  assuredly,  if  there 
was  to  be  an  alteration  of  the  law,  it  was 
eitremely  desirable  that  those  hon.  Mem- 
bers who  had  watched  its  operation,  and 
who  were  anxious  to  effect  in  it  very  mate- 
rial changes,  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  addressing  the  House,  and  admonishing 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  upon  the  subject  of 
those  changes,  in  order  that  he  and  his 
Colleagues  might  not  be  in  the  position  of 
saying,  at  the  opening  of  the  next  Session 
of  Parliament,  that  they  were  unacquainted 
with  the  feelings  and  desires  of  the  House 
on  this  important  question.  Hence  the 
▼er^  great  expediency  of  affording  oppor- 
tunity to  hon.  Members  who  entertained 
strong  opinions  upon  the  question  of  de- 
claring their  sentiments,  and  putting  the 
Government  in  possession  of  the  changes 
th^  were  desirous  of  effecting.  He  never 
had  expected  that  he  should  be  called 
upon  to  vote  for  the  continuance  of  the 
Poor-law  Commission.  He  thought  it  the 
most  unconstitutional  authority  the  law  had 
ever  created  in  this  country.  His  opinion  on 
that  subject  remained  entirely  unchanged. 
The  experience  of  every  day,  the  conviction 
of  every  hour,  assured  him  that  a  more  un- 
constitutional authority,  or  one  more  dan- 
gerous to  the  well-being  of  the  commu- 
nity, could  not  exist.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  proposed  to  prolong  that  commis- 
sion for  six  months  beyond  the  period 
prescribed  by  law,  and  that  proposition  he 
(Mr.  Wakley)  cordially  supported,  because 
a  more  rational  proposition,  a  proposition 
more  imperatively  called  for  by  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  could  not,  he  con* 
ceived,  be  submitted  for  the  consideration 
of  that  House ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet did  not  defend  his  own  character  as 
connected  wiih  that  proposition,  he  should 
feel  himself  compelled  to  endeavour  to 
defend  it  for  him,  in  order  thnt,  by  so 
doing,  he  might  establish  a  defence  for 
his  own  conduct,  in  reference  to  the  course 
pursued  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  which 
nad  been  made  the  subject  of  attack. 
Under  what  circumstances  had  the  right 
hon.    Baronet   made    that   proposition? 
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They  were  too  fresh  in  his  memory  to  foe- 
get  them.  In  1834  the  Poor-law  Anfend- 
mendment  Bill  was  enacted,  and  estab- 
lished the  Poor-law  Commission  for  five 
years.  In  1839  the  noble  Lord,  then 
the  Member  for  Stroud,  moved  the  pro- 
longation of  the  commission  for  one  year, 
and  it  was  prolonged  accordingly.  Well, 
what  was  done  in  the  last  Sessioii  of  Par- 
liament ?  That  party  which  professed  so 
much  deference  and  respect  for  the  people, 
placing  themselves  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  public  will,  persisted  in  bringing  for- 
ward a  measure  to  continue  the  commis- 
sion for  ten  years,  thus  doubling  the  period 
for  which  It  was  first  established.  Scouted 
and  detested  by  the  people  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  treated  this  question,  they 
still,  and  in  defiance  of  the  loudly-ex- 
pressed opinion  of  the  people  against  it, 
persisted  in  their  preposterous  scheme. 
What  did  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  as 
leader  of  the  Opposition  ?  Deeming  ten 
years  too  long  a  period  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  commission,  he  proposed 
that  it  should  be  reduced  to  five.  ''  I 
think,"  said  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  **  that 
it  is  both  wise  and  discreet,  that  you 
should  bring  such  a  body  before  Parlia- 
ment oftener  than  you  propose,  and  that 
Parliament  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  their  acts.''  Another  propo- 
sition was  made  for  continuing  the  com- 
mission for  two  years,  but  that  was 
lost  on  a  division  by  a  large  majority. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  was,  therefore, 
pledged  to  the  continuance  of  the  com- 
mission for  five  years.  A  change  of  Ad- 
ministration takes  place,  and  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  becomes  first  Minister  of  the 
Crown.  Might  he  not,  so  circumstanced, 
have  come  down  to  the  House  and  said, 
that  having,  as  leader  of  the  Opposition, 
proposed  the  continuance  of  the  Poor- 
law  Commission  for  five  years,  he  felt 
himself  pledged  in  honour  and  consistency 
to  maintain  that  proposition  ?  The  right 
hon.  Baronet,  however,  did  not  so ;  but  in 
deference  to  public  opinion,  and  in  defer- 
ence to  the  loudly  expressed  voice  of  the 
people,  he  came  to  the  House,  not  to 
propose  the  continuance  of  the  commission 
for  five  years  longer,  but  merely  for  six 
months,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  him 
an  opportunity  of  investigating  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  and  making  that 
inquiry  which  the  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject demanded,  with  the  view  of  bringing 
the  question  forward  in  such  a  shape  as 
?A 
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lo  render  it  acceptable  to  the  Hoase,  and 
agreeable  to  the  public  at  large.  He 
asserted,  that  no  Minister  of  the  Crown, 
whatever  his  political  opinions  might  be, 
had  ever  shown  greater  deference  or  re- 
spect for  public  opinion  than  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  upon  this  subject.  He 
therefore  cordially  supported  the  right  hon. 
Baronet's  proposition,  and  if  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  did  not  defend  his  own  conduct  in 
reference  to  it,  he  should  feel  himself 
obliged  to  defend  it  for  him. 

Mr.  Rice  thought  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  was  too  straight-forward  to  accept 
the  version  of  his  conduct  which  had  been 
just  supplied  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury.  He  was  one  of  those  hon. 
Members  who  could  not  disconnect  the 
Poor-law  from  the  Corn-laws,  and  when- 
ever they  were  to  be  considered,  he  hoped 
that  the  latter  would  have  precedence ; 
because  he  believed  that  the  opinions  of 
many  hon.  Members  in  that  House  would 
be  considerably  influenced  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Poor-law,  by  the  situation  in 
which  the  Legislature  might  think  proper 
finally  to  settle  that  of  the  Corn-laws.  He 
sincerely  regretted  that  the  consideration 
of  the  question  of  the  Corn*law8  was  to 
be  postponed  until  next  year.  He  should 
certainly  refuse  (o  join  in  any  factious 
opposition  to  the  course  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discre- 
tion and  responsibility  which  were  vested 
in  him,  deemed  it  necessary  to  pursue  in 
that  respect ;  but  knowing  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  possessed  the  most  extensive 
information  upon  the  subject,  and  that  be 
had  taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  discus- 
sions which  had  arisen  on  it  from  time  to 
time,  he  could  not  conceive  it  possible  or 
probable  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
not  yet  made  up  his  mind  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Considering,  however,  the  position 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  now  occu- 
pied, with  a  large  majority,  had,  by  a 
recent  appeal  to  the  country,  to  support 
him,  and  responsible  for  the  postponement 
of  this  question,  he  would  not,  while  he 
could  not  but  regret  the  postponement, 
oflfer  any  further  objection  to  it.  As  re- 
garded the  Poor-law  question,  he  thought 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  since  he  was  not 
prepared  to  state  what  course  he  consi- 
dered to  be  best,  ought  not  to  invite  any 
partial  discussion,  or  any  discussion,  until 
he  was  prepared  to  allow  the  House  to 
go  into  the  whole  question  for  the  purpose 
of  its  final  settlement.    It  was  morally 


certain,  that  these  notices  could  have  no 
practical  result. 

Sit  Robert  Peel :  Sir,  I  have  already 
suggested  that  it  would  be  more  conve* 
nient  to  take  any  discussion  in  reference 
to  the  Poor-laws,  when  the  bill  gets  into 
committee,  and  I  can  only  now  say, 
that  if  I  had  anticipated  that  there  would 
be  a  discussion  on  the  second  reading,  I 
would  have  taken  care  that  my  right  hon. 
Friend  should  not  have  chosen  so  early  a 
day  after  its  introduction  for  the  second 
reading.  I  thought  there  was  a  general 
understanding,  that  the  bill  should  pass 
this  stage,  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  that 
whatever  discussion  was  deemed  necessary 
should  take  place  when  the  bill  got  into 
committee.  Sir,  it  would  be  ungrateful 
in  me  if  I  did  not  acknowlege  the  obliga- 
tion I  am  under  to  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Member  for  Finsbury,  who  has  come 
forward  so  voluntarily  in  my  defence — 
but  at  the  same  time  I  must  confess,  that 
I  am  more  obliged  to  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
the  Member  for  Dover,  than  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Finsbury,  for 
tlie  defence  which  he  has  made  for  me. 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for 
Dover  says,  the  thinks  the  Poor-laws  .and 
the  Corn-laws,  should  be  settled  together, 
and  that  immediately  on  accepting  office, 
1  should  have  brought  forward  a  bill  on 
the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws,  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
all  the  modifications  intended  to  be  made 
by  the  Government  in  the  Poor-laws.  Ha 
wishes  that  both  measures  should  be  con- 
jointly considered,  but  I  appeal  to  the 
House  whether  it  would  be  possible  for 
the  Government  to  do  justice  to  the  Poor- 
laws,  without  having  an  opportunity  of 
considering  the  local  operation  and  geoeraj 
bearings  of  those  laws.  Would  it,  I  ask 
be  possible  for  any  Gentleman  placed  in 
the  situations  which  we  now  fill,  and  who 
intend  to  consider  the  general  operation 
of  the  Poor-laws,  with  a  view  to  suggest 
modifications  in  them  consistently  with  the 
principles  of  the  Poor-law  Act,  especially 
under  our  peculiar  circumstances,  to  in- 
troduce any  measure  on  the  subject  at 
present?  Would  it,  I  ask,  be  possible 
for  us,  without  availing  ourselves  of 
the  information  to  be  procured  from 
the  commissioners,  who  are  employed  to 
obtain  information,  to  bring  forward  an 
important  measure  of  this  kindt  and  I 
will  only  ask  hon.  Gentlemen  whether  it 
would  have  been  doing  justice,  or  would 
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be  likely  to  conciliate  the  public  mind,  if 
within  a  week  of  our  coming  into  office  we 
had  produced,  not  only  a  bill  on  the  Corn- 
laws,  but  also  one  on  the  Poor-laws  ?  I 
acknowledge  the  obligation  I  am  under  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member  for 
Finsbury,  for  the  observations  which  be 
has  made,  although  I  disavow  (heir  intent. 
But,  however  this  may  be,  I  think  that  a 
more  powerful  justification  of  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Government  could  not 
have  emanated  from  either  side  of  the 
House.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  am 
afraid  that  I  cannot,  in  common  fairness, 
accept  the  hon.  Gentleman's  vindication 
of  my  conduct,  even  though  that  vindica- 
tion has  been  voluntarily  offered,  and  be- 
cause, in  proposing  the  continuance  of  the 
Poor-laws  in  reference  to  the  comniis- 
fioners  for  six  months,  I  do  so  on  the 
principle  which  1  have  avowed,  namely, 
that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, during  (he  present  sitting  of  the 
House,  to  transact  any  business  which 
the  public  service  does  not  require,  or 
which  would  call  for  a  definite  opinion  as 
to  the  period  for  which  this  commission 
ought  to  endure  beyond  the  period  which 
IB  absolutely  necessary  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  whole  subject.  Sir,  I  have 
not  proposed  the  period  of  six  months, 
meaning  to  imply  any  reflection  on  the 
determination  to  which  the  House  came 
at  my  suggestion  in  the  last  Session;  but 
I  have  proposed  it  in  conformity  to  the 
principle  on  which  I  have  already  acted, 
namely,  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  call  the 
House  to  the  discussion  of  Important 
matters,  of  a  permanent  and  extensive 
bearing  daring  the  present  Session.  It  is 
in  conformity  with  this  principle  that  I 
have  proposed  the  period  of  six  months ; 
but  in  making  that  proposition,  I  do  so 
reserving  to  myself  and  the  Government 
the  power  of  making  hereafter  in  the  per- 
petual measure,  alterations  of  an  extended 
character,  and  such  as  we  may  deem 
essential  for  the  public  interest.  Sir,  I 
thought  it  right  to  make  this  statement, 
for  while  I  do  not  undervalue  the  inten- 
tions of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Memb.  r 
for  Finsbury,  or  the  ability  of  the  defence 
which  he  has  made  for  me,  I  am  anxious, 
if  possible,  to  prevent  all  misunderstanding 
or  misconstruction  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  did  not  rise  to  prolong 
•  the  debate,  but  to  express  the  great  satis- 
faction with    which   he   had   heard  what 
had  just  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 


man opposite.  Yesterday  the  inconvenience 
of  the  interpretation  which  the  hon.  Mem* 
ber  for  Finsbury  had  chosen  to  put  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
felt  on  that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the 
House,  and  he  had  also  felt  sure  that  the 
defence  of  that  conduct  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury  had  given  on   the 
present  occasion,  was  one  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would    feel  it  his  bounden 
duty  to  repudiate.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  said,  that  the  statement  of  the 
change  of  feeling  which  had  been  under- 
stood to  have  been  produced  in  Ireland, 
on  the  subject  of  the  Poor-law,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  change  of  Administration, 
was  totally  and  altogether  unfounded,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  it  was  so.  But  expressions 
had  been  used  in  that  House  that  were 
calculated   to  throw  some  doubt   as   to 
whether  it  was  not  necessary  now  to  in- 
troduce a  new  bill  to  continue  the  Poor- 
law  Bill  itself.     That  was  an  error,  all 
that   was   necessary  being,    that   a    bill 
should  be  introduced  to  continue  the  com- 
mission.    The   Poor-law   itself  was   one 
permanently  in   action,   and   it  was   not 
now  necessary  to  introduce  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue it.     The  mistake  had  arisen  out  of 
the  course  that  had  been  pursued  with  re- 
ference  to  proposed    alterations   in    the 
Poor-law  Act  itself,  and  a  mistaken  notion 
that  amendments  having  for  their  object 
the  alteration  of  that  act  could   be  en- 
grafted upon  a  bill  which  was  only  for  the 
continuance  of  the  Poor-law  Commission 
for  a  given  period.     Such  a   notion  was 
contrary  to  all  Parliamentary  practice,  and 
to  all  Parliamentary  forms,  but,  at  the 
same  time  it  evidently  existed,  and  unless 
at  once  contradicted,  was  calculated  to 
produce  the  impression,  that   the  Poor- 
law' was  not  a  permanent  act.    The  mea- 
sure   now   proposed   by  the    right    hon. 
Baronet  and  that  measure  were  essentially 
different ;  and  he  hoped  that  it  would  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  proposing  to  the  House 
only  a  temporary  continuance  of  the  Poor- 
law  Commission,  and  that  the  interpre- 
tation put  upon  his  course  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury  was  erroneous.    But 
that  interpretation  had  been  received  with 
loud  cheers  by  some  of  those  sitting  on 
the  same  side  of  the  House  as  the  hon. 
Member  who  advocated  a  very  extensive 
alteration,  if  not  a  total   repeal,  of  the 
Poor-law,   which  inclined   him   to   think 
that  the  inteprctation  was  likely  to  have 
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been  adopted  by  those  hon.  Members  who 
80  cheered.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
measure  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
now  proposed  would  be  distinctly  under- 
stood as  leaving  the  principle  of  the  Poor* 
law  untouched. 

Mr.  Shaw  had  heard,  with  great  satis- 
faction, the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  as  to  this  bill  in  connexion  with 
Ireland,  as  he  had  not  been  before  aware 
of  the  course  which  Government  proposed 
to  take  with  respect  to  it.  With  regard 
to  the  working  of  the  Poor-law  in  Ireland, 
he  would  not  say  that  the  introduction  of 
the  measure-there  had  been  attended  with 
circumstances  of  much  difficulty,  but  he 
believed,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  had 
been,  on  the  whole,  successful,  and  that  if 
it  were  continued  to  be  judiciously  ad- 
ministered,  and  met  with  a  fair  and  reason- 
able general  support,  it  would  be  found 
to  conduce  in  a  great  degree  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  public  without  the  least 
injury  to  the  interests  of  the  poor. 

Sir  H,  Fleetwood  had  no  intention  of 
prolonging  the  discussion,  but,  being  one 
who  bad  always  opposed  the  new  Poor- 
law,  and  being  still  opposed  to  it,  he  also 
hoped  it  would  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  no  hon*  Member  who  gave  his  vote 
for  the  second  reading  of  this  bill  for  the 
continuance  of  the  commission,  would  be 
understood  as  having  agreed  in  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  measure,  which  was  to  come 
on  for  discussion  on  Friday  next,  and 
to  which  many  hon.  Members  were 
opposed. 

Sir  jR.  Peel  thought,  it  must  be  well 
understood  that  the  present  measure  af- 
forded no  opportunity  for  opposing  the 
principle  of  the  Poor-law  itself.  The  Poor- 
law  itself  was  an  act  in  permanent  oper- 
ation. The  present  was  a  separate  bill, 
to  continue  for  a  given  period  the  Poor- 
law  commission.  If  it  would  be  any  con- 
solation to  the  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
he  would  at  once  state  that  he  meant  to 
oppose  any  amendments  that  might  be 
brought  forward  in  the  discussion  upon 
the  present  measure  which  would  affect 
the  principle  or  the  operation  of  the  Poor- 
law  Itself.  He  had  already  said  he  would 
give  hon.  Gentlemen  every  opportunity  of 
opposing  the  present  measure,  and  he  cer- 
tainly could  not  prevent  them  from  dis- 
cussing amendments  having  for  their  ob- 
ject alterations  in  the  Poor-law ;  but  he 
certainly  could  not  permit  any  amend- 
ments of  the  Poor-law  to  be  introduced 


into  the  present  bill,  which  was  one  merely 
for  the  continuance  of  the  commission. 

Lord  /.  Russell  said,  as  this  discussion 
had  arisen,  he  would  take  the  opportunity 
of  observing,  that  the  course  pursued  by 
the   right  hon.   Gentleman  was,    in    his 
opinion,  a  perfectly  fair  one,  and,  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  which  he  had  himself 
thought  it  his  duty  to  propose.  It  was  one 
thing  to  consider  the  whole  provisions  of 
the  Poor-law  with  a  view  to  introduce  into 
them  any  alteration  or  modification  which 
the  House  might  think  fit,  but  quite  a 
a  different  one  to  continue  the  Poor-law 
commission  for  a  limited  period,  if  Parlia- 
ment was  not  inclined  at  the  time  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  general  question. 
When,  in  like  manner,  last  Session,  there 
was  not  time  to  consider  the  details  of  the 
Poor-law,  he  had  suggested  a  continuance 
of  the  commission,  though  for  a  longer 
period  than  was  now  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.   Gentleman.     The    particular  time 
to  which  the  commission  should  be  con- 
tinued was  not  of  so  much  essential  im- 
portance, the  principle  of  temporary  con- 
tinuance being  admitted,  and  he  should 
certainly  be  very  sorry  to  hear  of  any  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  any  hon.  Member 
to  propose  an  instruction  to  the  committee 
for  any  alteration  in  the  Poor-law  itself. 
He  was  glad  to  hear  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  the  Member  for  the 
University  of  Dublin,  that  he  was  of  opin- 
ion, that  on  the  whole,  the  working  of  the 
Poor-law  in  Ireland  had  been  attended 
with   success.     He  had   never  supposed 
the  law  could  be  introduced  there  vmhout 
its  being  at  first  attended  with  a  gi^at  deal 
of  political  excitement,  and  it  appeared  by 
report,  that  such  had  been  the  case ;  but 
he  trusted,  when  the    really    beneficial 
effects  of  the  Poor-law  in  that  country 
were  understood  and  felt,  the  political  ex- 
citement would  gradually  subside,  that 
the  law  would  be  used  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended,  and  that  ultimately 
so  far  from  its  being  considered  to  have 
inflicted  a  wrong  on  the  people  of  Ireland, 
it  would  be  found  to  have  been  a  great 
benefit  to  the  physical  condition  of  the 
poor,  and  to  have  advanced  the  general, 
moral,  and  political  condition  of  Ireland. 
Mr.   Fielden  asked,  why,    when   the 
effects  of  the  Poor-law  had  been  so  bane- 
ful throughout  the  country  the  commission 
should    be  continued   for  another  day? 
Did  the  House  mean  to  decide  that  persona 
who  resided  on  the  spot  where  the  poor 
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leqaired  relief  where  not  better  judges  of 
what  ought  to  be  done  among  the  people 
than  the  commissioners  ?  Did  the  House 
mean  to  say  that  those  who  lived  in  the 
midst  of  the  people  did  not  know  better 
what  they  wanted  than  those  who  were  at 
a  distance?  He  maintained  that  it  was 
utterly  impossible  for  this  law  to  be  carried 
out.  The  longer  it  was  persevered  in  the 
greater  would  be  the  danger  to  life  and 
property.  He  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  obstructing  the  second  reading  of  the 
billy  but  to  tell  the  House  that  in  a  subse- 

Suent  stage  it  was  his  intention  to  take  a 
i vision  on  the  question,  and  he  should 
then  afford  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
whether  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  in 
changing  their  side  had  also  changed  their 
opinions.  Hon.  Gentlemen  were  sent  to 
that  House  for  the  performance  of  their 
duty.  He  had  always  done  what  he  be- 
lieved was  his  duty,  and  sometimes  that 
duty  had  been  to  him  a  painful  one.  fiut 
he  could  assure  the  House  that  he  had 
never  lieen  actuated  by  a  desire  to  obstruct 
any  measure  that  was  likely  to  lead  to  the 
good  of  the  people.  But  to  this  Poor- 
law  he  was  entirely  opposed.  It  was 
a  measure,  the  spirit  of  which  was  lowering 
the  wages  of  the  labourer,  and  he  fear- 
lessly declared  his  conviction  that  it  was 
one  of  the  most  mischievous  acts  that  had 
ever  passed  any  House  of  Commons  that 
had  ever  sat  in  England.  He  repeated, 
that  his  only  reason  for  not  now  opposing 
the  present  bill  was,  that  he  expected  the 
opportunity  of  taking  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  a  future  occasion. 

Mr,  EscoU  felt  bound  to  state,  in  a  few 
words,  why  he  should  not  oppose  the 
second  reading  of  this  bill.  He  could 
assure  the  noble  Lord,  who  seemed  to  take 
this  bill  so  much  as  a  matter  of  course, 
that  he  felt  that  he  did  owe  some  apology 
and  excuse  to  the  country  for  the  vote 
which  he  should  give,  for  nine-tenths  of 
the  educated  people  of  this  country  held  a 
totally  different  view  of  the  Poor-law  from 
the  noble  Lord,  the  only  excuse  which  he 
could  offer  for  now  giving  his  vote  for  the 
continuance  of  the  commission  was,  that 
up  to  the  present  moment  there  was  no 
sufficient  information  before  the  House, 
or  the  country  on  which  Parliament  could 
honestly  and  fairly  legislate  with  regard  to 
this  important  question.  He  had  read 
within  the  last  few  days  the  annual  report 
of  the  Poor-law  commissioners,  and  he 
believed  he  did  pot  exceed  the  bounds  of 


the  strictest  truth  when  he  said,  that  in 
that  report  there  was  no  material  evidence 
whatever  to  induce  the  House  to  make  up 
their  minds  what  the  alterations  in  the 
measure  should  be.    He  had  also  been  in 
the  country,  and  from  the  inquiries  he  had 
made  he  knew  that  it  was  a  matter  of  the 
greatest  difficulty,  in  the  conflicting  state- 
ments that  were  made  and  the  prejudiced 
views  that  were  taken  on  the  one  side  and 
the  other  on  the  subject,  to  obtain  that 
information  on  which  alone  an  unpreju- 
diced and    independent  Member    could 
make  up  his  mind  how  he  ought  to  vote. 
B  ut  whose  fault  was  it  that  there  was  this 
want  of  information  ?     It  was  certainly 
not  the  fault  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at 
the  head  of  affairs.     Nor  certainly  was 
it   the    fault   of  the   present   House   of 
Commons.     But  it  was  the  fault  of  the 
late   House  of    Commons,  or  rather  of 
those  who  dissolved  that  House,  at  the 
very  time  when  they  ought  to  have  been 
deliberating  and  passing  a  law  for  the  bet- 
ter provision  for  the  poor  of  this  country. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  anything  that 
would  amount  to  an  imputation  on  the 
motives  of  hon.  Members ;   but  when  he 
had  heard  speeches  from  the  noble  Lord 
opposite,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  Halifax, 
in  which  they  seemed  to  treat  this  subject 
as  a  trifle,  he  certainly  did  think  that  he 
ought  to  rise  and  say  one  word  for  the 
poor.    He  repeated,  that  he  considered 
that  he  owed  to  himself  some  justi6cation 
for  the  course  which  he  was  about  to  pur- 
sue.    He  wanted  also  to  know  this.   How 
did  it  happen  that  precisely  at  the  moment 
when  the  subject  of  the  Poor-law  Com- 
mission was  last  year  thrown  up  and  aban- 
doned until  the  next  year  by  the  noble 
Lord  opposite,  he  chose  to  commence  the 
Government  agitation  on  the  subject  of 
the  Corn-laws?    How  was  that?     How 
was  it  that  hon.  Members  opposite  were 
now  to  be  found  night  after  night  com- 
plaining of  the  scarcity  of  corn  and  the 
clearness  of  bread,  and  the  starvation  of 
the  people,  all  of  which  evils  they  attribu- 
ted to  the  laws  for  the  protection  of  agri- 
culture,— why  was  it  ?     He  would  tell  (he 
House  why.     The  agitation  on  the  subject 
of  the  Corn-laws  had  been  got  up  in  order 
to  draw   the  public  attention   from  the 
more  important  question  of  the  Poor-law. 
He  denied  that  there  was  a  scarcity  of 
bread.   At  the  present  moment,  under  the 
very  laws  complained  of,  there  was  flow- 
iog  into  this  country  a  supply  of  corn 
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amply  saffictent  for  the  people.  Yet  ihere 
existed  internal  distress  no  doubt.  It  wa« 
natural  there  should  exist  distress  after  ten 
years  of  misrule ;  but  one  element  of  (hat 
distressi  indeed  a  great  cause  of  it,  was 
this  very  Poor-law.  The  sooner  it  was 
altered  the  better ;  but,  in  the  mean  time, 
it  was  necessary  to  agree  to  the  continu- 
ance of  the  commission.  Were  they  to 
patch  up  in  haste  a  measure  on  such  a 
great  question  as  this?  or  should  they,  on 
the  other  hand,  wait  until  they  had  the 
necessary  information  to  enable  them  to 
pass  another  and  a  better  law  for  (he 
maintenance  of  the  poor?  He  entirely 
coincided  in  the  feeling  which  led  the 
hon.  Member  for  Oldham  to  regret  being 
called  upon  to  vote  for  the  continuance  of 
the  commission,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
roust  remind  the  House  and  those  who 
agreed  with  him,  that  the  necessity  for  so 
doing  had  not  been  caused  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  but  by  those  who,  when 
they  bad  the  power,  had  neglected  to  pass 
such  a  law,  but  had  left  to  their  successors 
the  odium  of  doing  so.  One  consolation, 
however,  he  felt — (hat  whatever  might  be 
the  character  of  the  ensuing  winter,  to 
which  allusion  had  been  made,  and  how- 
ever much  he  might  entertain  apprehen- 
sions as  to  the  Poor-law,  yet  he  was  quite 
sure  the  character  of  the  administration 
of  relief  to  the  poor  would  not  be  one  of 
cruelty  and  oppression.  Why  did  he  say 
this?  Because  the  very  first  act  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  Administration 
bad  been  one  of  care  and  attention  to  an 
alleged  case  of  poverty  and  distress.  He 
honoured  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  it ; 
however  long  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
night  live,  he  would  never  have  cause  to 
regret  it ;  and  that  at  this  moment  there 
was  not  a  single  victim  of  poverty,  nor 
the  possessor  of  a  feeling  heart,  who  did 
not  honour  the  right  hon.  Baronet  for  the 
feeling  with  which  he  had  acted  on  the 
occasion  in  question.  He  repeated  his 
opinion,  that  for  the  sake  of  the  poor 
themselves,  as  well  as  for  the  credit  of 
that  House,  they  ought  not  to  pass  a 
crude  measure,  or  to  harass  the  public 
mind  on  a  question  on  which  perhaps  it 
was  more  excited  than  on  any  other,  but 
that  they  ought  to  wait  until  they  were  in 
possession  of  that  information  which 
would  enable  them  to  pass  an  effective 
bill. 

Mr.    Ward  said^  the  hon.  Member  for 
Wincbeater  really  seemed  to  have  entered 


the  House  in  a  complete  state  of  igno- 
rance on  this  particular  subject.  The 
hon.  Member  maintained  that  the  H  use 
were  without  the  facts  which  would  enable 
them  to  legislate  upon  the  subject,  that 
there  was  no  information  before  the  House 
on  which  they  could  proceed  to  act; 
whereas,  there  never  was  a  measure  in  (he 
history  of  the  country  as  to  which  such 
ample  details  had  been  received  by  the 
House.  Every  possible  fact  connected 
with  the  question  had  been  laid  before 
them,  and  he  only  wished  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Winchester  had  read  the  evidence 
already  in  their  possession  before  he  stated 
that  the  great  majority  of  the  educated 
part  of  the  popula(ion  was  hostile  to  the 
law.  He  could  tell  the  hon.  Member, 
on  the  contrary,  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  intelligence  of  the  country  was  favour- 
able to  the  principle  of  the  law,  without 
reference  to  political  opinions ;  and  he 
could  also  tell  the  hon.  Member,  that  with 
very  few  exceptions  the  great  majority  of 
his*  own  party  had  taken  part  in  the 
onerous  duty  of  working  out  the  law— - 
they  had  acted  in  cordial  co-operation, 
without  reference  to  those  party  distinc- 
tions which,  he  must  say,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Winchester  had  most  injudiciously 
introduced  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
leading  Members,  too,  on  both  sides  of 
the  House,  including  the  right  hon.  Barn- 
net  the  Member  for  Tamworth,  and  lUe 
noble  Lord  the  Member  for  Stroud,  made 
themselves  responsible  for  the  introduction 
of  the  measure.  And  the  leading  Mem- 
bers of  both  parties  co-operated  out  of 
doors  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties 
which  the  bill  prescribed.  As  he  had 
risen,  he  could  not  help  adding  that  he 
now  supported  the  present  bill  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  not  on  the  principle  on 
which  the  hon.  Member  for  Winchester 
supported  it,  but  because  he  did  believe 
that  ultimately  the  Poor-law  itself  would 
be  modified  in  certain  parts  which  had 
been  pointed  out  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Dover,  and  because  he  considered  that 
the  question  would  be  looked  at  with 
reference  to  the  ultimate  settlement  of 
the  Corn-law  question.  The  Poor-law  as  it 
stood,  and  the  Corn-laws  as  they  were, 
coald  never  work  together.  But  in  the 
main,  the  Poor-law  had  been  most  useful 
in  the  correction  of  abuses  in  the  local 
administration  of  the  old  law,  and  be  be* 
lieved  that  if  they  did  not  retaib  the  cen- 
tral check  they  would  relapse  into  tbose^ 
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abuses.  He  shoald  vote  for  the  present 
measure  whenever  the  hon.  Member  for 
Oldham  divided  the  House,  and  he  must 
say  he  hoped  that  when  the  whole  mea- 
sure came  to  be  discussed  next  Session' 
they  would  have  got  rid  of  some  of  those 
private  and  personal  considerations  which 
the  hoD.  Member  for  Winchester,  had  io« 
trodttced  into  the  present  discussion^  and 
that  they  would  be  prepared  to  discuu  the 
subject  without  mixing  up  in  it  any  of 
their  political  or  personal  squabbles. 

Mr.  Ferrand  wished  to  know,  if  nine- 
tenths  of  the  educated  classes  were  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Poor-IaW|  what  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  meant  by  saying  that  that 
law  had  been  made  a  party  cry  through* 
out  the  country  ?     He  diflfercd  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
and   agreed   with   the   hon.   Member  for 
Winchester,  that  nine-tenths  of  the  edu- 
cated classes  in  the  country  were  diame- 
trically opposed  to  the  harsh  and  cruel 
clauses  of  the  Poor-law   Act.     He  was 
himself  sent  to  Parliament  by  a  constitu- 
ency strongly  opposed  to  them ;  and  he 
came  there  to  oppose  those  clauses  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power.     Indeed,  his  consti- 
tuents must  have  felt  very  strongly  on  the 
subject  when,  to  enable  them  to  send  him 
to  that  House,   they  had  burst  asunder 
the  bonds  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  in 
Knaresborough  —  bonds  which   had   en- 
chained them  during  150  years.     He  was 
very  much  surprised  at  the  commencment 
of  this  Parliament  to  hear  the  noble  Lord 
the  Member  for  the  city  of  London  charge, 
not  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of 
the  Government,  but  those  who  sat  im- 
mediately behind  him,  with  having  gained 
their  seats  by  agitating  the  country  upon 
this  question.     If  the  noble  Lord  meant 
to  imply   that  they   had  held   insincere 
language,  or  told  falsehoods  throughout 
the  country  in  order  to  gain  the  favour  of 
their  constituents,  he  would  only  reply  to 
such  insinuations  by  stating  that  he  had 
read  in  the  debates  of  that  House,  before 
he  had  the  honour  of  being  a  Member  of 
it,  that  the  late  Government,  of  which  the 
noble  Lord  was  himself  the  leading  repre- 
sentative, had  existed  for  years  by  **  enor* 
mous  lying."    [Order,  orderr\ 

The  Speaker  said,  he  was  quite  sure  the 
hoD.  Member,  when  he  had  had  a  little 
more  experience  in  the  House  would  see, 
that  the  language  he  had  last  used  was 
imbecombg  the  dignity  of  debate,  which 


should  always  be  conducted  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  command  public  respect. 

Mr.  Ferrand  was  ready  to  apologize  to 
the  House.    He  had  thought,  that  he  was 
not  out  of  order  in  referring  to  an  expres- 
sion  which  had  certainly  been  used  in 
debate  upon  a  former  occasion,  but  if  it 
were  considered  at  all  ofTensive  he  should 
at  once  retract  it.     Before  the  New  Poor- 
law  was  enacted,  he  had — feeling  it  to  be 
unconstitutional    and    unjust  —  adopted 
every  lawful  means  of  opposing  it.  In  the 
county  of    York  he  had  presided  over 
meetings  of  100,000  people,  who  were 
then,  and  still  were,  determinedly  hostile 
to  its  main  provisions.     When  it  became 
the  law  of  the  land  he  continued  to  give 
it  every  opposition   to  which  he  could 
legally  and  peacefully  resort,  but  when 
he   found  that  the  Government  of  the 
country  were  indirectly  using  the  Chartist 
influence  to  put  down  those  gentlemen  in 
the  country  who  were  constitutionally  op- 
posing the  New  Poor-law,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  retire  from  the  conflict,  and  leave 
public  opinion  to  work  its  own  way,  feel- 
ing strongly  convinced,  that  no  Govern- 
ment in  this  country  could  long  subsist 
which  identified  itself  with   that  odious 
and  most  unjust  law.    The  late  Govern- 
ment did  identify  itself  with  this  law,  and 
it  had  fallen.     The  right  hon.  Baronet 
below  him  had  now  been  placed  at  the 
head  of  affairs  by  an  immense  inajority  of 
those  who  as  candidates    had    pledged 
themselves  to  repeal  the  harsh  clauses  of 
that  law ;  and,  anxious  as  he  was  to  see 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  continue  long 
at  the  head  of  the  Administration,  believ* 
ing  he  was  the  only  man  in  England  who 
could  save   the  country,  he  would  still 
fearlessly  assert,  that  if  he  did  not  repeal 
the  more  obnoxious  clauses  of  this  bill^ 
his  Government  would  become  unpopular 
throughout  the  country,  and,  like  bis  pre- 
decessors, be  obliged  soon  to  give  way  to 
public  opinion. 

Mr.  Bodkin  was  not  inclined  to  adopt 
or  encourage  the  mischievous  and  un- 
founded suggestions  of  those  who  im- 
puted to  the  founders  of  the  measure 
heartless  indifference  to  the  sufierings  of 
the  people,  or  a  desire  to  promote  their 
own  private  objects.  He  believed  that 
any  person,  however,  who  looked  at  that 
law  with  an  unbiassed  mind,  must  feel  the 
deepest  regret  at  the  absence  of  discrimi- 
nation and  distinction  between  applicants 
foe  relief,  as  to  the  causes  which  might 
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have  led  to  their  distress.  That  want  of 
discrimioatioD  which  was  capable  of  great 
mischief  as  regarded  private  charity,  was 
productive  also  of  great  evil  io  the  admin- 
istration of  public  relief,  for  by  such 
means  the  idle  and  the  industrious  were 
confounded.  Perhaps  the  profligate,  and 
those  who  produced  their  own  distress, 
had  not  much  right  to  complain  of  incon- 
veniences in  the  union  workhouses,  but 
there  was  no  distinction  made  between 
them  and  the  industrious  persons  whose 
distress  was  attributable  to  no  fault  of 
their  own,  and  who  were  equally  subject, 
when  seeking  relief,  to  be  obliged  to  dis- 
pose of  their  little  property,  which,  though 
,  small,  they  might  be  unable  to  get  toge- 
ther again ;  and  submit  to  occupy  separate 
apartments  from  their  wives  and  children 
in  these  workhouses,  although  their  dis- 
tress might  only  be  of  a  temporary  na- 
ture. To  remove  those  objections  did  not, 
however,  require  a  separate  legislation,  for 
they  arose  from  the  regulations  of  the 
Poor-law  commissioners  themselves.  The 
additional  period  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would,  however,  give  a  full 
opportunity  for  any  experiment  in  the  way 
of  relaxation  of  those  regulations. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Sir  R.  Pee/ proposed,  that  it  should  be 
committed  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Wakley  felt  it  absolutely  necessary, 
after  what  had  been  said,  that  some  dis- 
cussion should  take  place  before  going 
into  committee  on  this  odious  and  detest- 
able law,  and  therefore  he  hoped  that  stage 
of  the  bill  would  be  postponed  till  some 
day  next  week. 

Sir  R.  Peel  did  not  think  it  at  all  an 
unreasonable  proposition,  that  the  House 
should  go  into  committee  on  this  bill  on 
Friday  next.  Indeed,  he  felt,  that  any 
postponement  beyond  that  day  would  im- 
ply an  assent  to  opinions  on  his  part 
which  he  certainly  did  not  entertain.  He 
could  not  prevent  discussion  undoubtedly, 
but  really  in  committee  on  a  mere  con- 
tinning  bill  he  thought  all  discussion  on 
the  principle  and  provisions  of  the  New 
Poor-law  irrevalent.  Next  week  there 
would  probably  arise  some  discussion  re- 
lative to  financial  measures,  and  if  at  that 
Eeriod  of  the  Session,  when  it  appeared  to 
e  the  general  opinion,  that  no  business  of 
great  importance  should  be  discussed ;  he 
proposed,  that  this  bill  should  be  post* 

Kned  beyond  Friday,  it  might  very  well 
•aid|  that  he  did  so  in  the  hope  of  pro- 


ceeding with  it  when  there  were  very  few 
Members  present. 
Bill  to  be  committed  on  Friday. 

Census -^Payment  of  Ekumbej:* 
TORS.]  Sir  Jatnes  Oraham  rose  to  mov^ 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  persons  employed  In 
taking  the  census  of  the  population  of 
England  and  Wales.  A  very  large  num« 
ber  of  persons  had  been  employed  for 
that  purpose,  and  as  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment for  securing  payment  to  those  per- 
sons now  stood,  considerable  trouble 
would  attend  it.  The  Act  of  1831,  under 
which  payment  was  awarded  to  them,  had 
reference  to  a  state  of  things  different 
from  that  which  at  present  prevailed.  In 
1831  the  poor-rates  were  under  the  ma- 
nagement of  vestries  and  overseers,  but 
they  were  now  under  the  direction  of 
boards  of  guardians,  and  relieving  officers. 
Another  change  had  taken  place  since 
1831  with  regard  to  large  towns  where 
there  were  corporations,  and  in  which 
justices  attended  the  quarter  sessions,  but 
they  were  now  presided  over  by  recorders. 
The  act  of  1831  referred  to  justices  and 
not  to  recorders.  The  sum  granted  was 
only  5,000/.,  and  now  in  England  and 
Wales  alone  there  were  38,000  enumera- 
tors. It  was  to  remedy  those  defects, 
which  were  merely  technical,  that  the  bill 
was  intended. 

Leave  given,  and  bill  read  a  first  time. 

Adjournment.]  Sir  R,  Peel:  As 
there  is  notice  of  business  for  Thursday, 
perhaps  I  shall  meet  the  general  wishes  of 
the  House  by  moving,  that  the  House  at 
its  rising  do  adjourn  to  Friday. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  Friday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Thursday,  September  23,  1841. 

MiiruTBs.1  PcUUons  prewnted.  By  the  K«rl  of  Radnor* 
from  Montreal  (Canada),  fiir  the  Repeal  of  tiie  DuUea  on 
Canada  Produce.— B7  Lord  Brougham,  from  Inhabitants 
of  Dablin,  for  an  Inquiry  into  the  case  of  the  Ri||ah  of 

Sattara. 

The  Jesuits — Compulsort  Attend* 
AKCE  AT  Church.]  Lord  Brougham 
presented  a  petition  from  the  re?.  Sir 
Harcourt  Lees,  Bart.^  of  Blackrock,  near 
Dubliut  complaining  of  the  conduct  of 
theJeauit  priests  in  Ireland^  and  oharg* 


721 


Official  Auignees 


{Snrr.  23} 


in  Bankruptcy* 


722 


ing  them  with  haying  entered  into  a  con- 
spiracy for  the  separation  of  that  country 
from  England,  and  the  overturning  the 
British  Constitution  and  the  Protestant 
establishments;  and  praying  the  House, 
that  after  hearing  evidence  at  the  bar  in 
support  of  these  allegations,  it  would  ad- 
dress her  Majesty  for  the  expulsion  of  all 
Jesuit  priests  from  Ireland.  He  (Lord 
Brougham)  need  hardly  state  that  he  did 
not  concur  in  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 
Indeed,  even  if  their  Lordships  should 
adopt  the  suegestion  of  the  petitioner, 
and  address  the  Throne  on  the  subiect, 
the  Sovereign  had  no  power  of  expelling 
from  this  country  either  Jesuits,  or  any 
other  portion  of  the  subjects  of  the  realm. 
Previous  to  1791  Roman  Catliolic  priests 
were  liable  to  many  extreme  penalties, 
which  were  removed  in  that  year,  but  it 
was  possible  that  they  might  be  subject 
to  penalties  under  some  of  the  obsolete 
acts.  While  he  was  on  this  subject  he 
would  merely  observe,  that  since  he  had 
alluded  the  other  night  to  the  most  ob- 
noxious way  in  which  certain  acts  relative 
to  attending  worship  in  the  parish  church 
had  recently  been  enfbrced,  he  had  looked 
into  other  acts  of  a  like  nature,  contain- 
ing the  most  severe  enactments.  He  was 
greatly  astonished  to  find  that  some  of 
Uie  magistrates  who  had  put  in  force  the 
laws  respecting  the  attending  the  parish 
church  had  not  only  openly  avowed  their 
conduct,  but  in  the  most  public  manner 
defended  their  proceedings  in  a  way  which 
was  perfectly  mexplicable  to  him.  He 
trusted,  that  the  attention  of  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  on  the  woolsack  would 
be  paid  to  this  subject,  and  that  he  would 
be  mduced  to  adopt  steps  to  set  this  ques* 
tion  of  obsolete  laws  at  rest,  and  remove 
from  the  statute  book  acts  the  existence 
of  which  was  hardly  known.  At  the  pre- 
sent  time  there  was  a  law  on  the  statute 
book  of  a  most  monstrous  character,  and 
with  reference  to  the  interpretation  of 
which  hardly  two  lawyers  would  agree. 
It  was  enacted  in  this  obsolete  statute, 
that  if  any  captain  of  any  vessel  should 
take  beyond  the  sea  any  woman  or  any 
child,  or  anv  person  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  he  should  be  liable  to  the 
forfeiture  of  his  ship  and  all  his  goods, 
and  be  subject  to  perpetual  imprisonment. 
This  act  was  passed  in  the  reign  of  James 
Isty  and  its  object  was  to  prevent  Catholic 
females  being  sent  abroad  to  convents,  or 
^liMwt  of  CathQUc  parents  being  sent 


abroad  for  the  purpose  of  education.  The 
words  of  the  act  were  general,  and  were 
not  confined  to  time  or  place,  but  directly 
enacted,  that  such  should  be  the  penalties 
for  taking  any  woman  or  child  under  the 
age  of  twenty-one  abroad.  This  was  an 
extremel]^  severe  penal  enactment,  and 
the  punishment  it  imposed  was  lit- 
tle short  of  capital.  This  act  had 
not,  as  he  could  find,  ever  been  repealed. 
On  this  subject,  as  well  as  many  other 
topics  connected  with  obsolete  laws,  the 
House  would  find  much  extremely  valu- 
able information  in  the  last  report  of  the 
commissioners  on  the  criminal  laws,  which 
contained  an  able  digest  of  those  laws. 
Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Official  Assignees  in  Bank- 
ruptcy.] The  Earl  of  Devon  presented 
a  petition  from  Mr.  Adam  Murray,  the 
land-agent,  of  Parliament-street,  com- 
plaining of  the  loss  he  had  incurred  by 
the  failure  of  Mr.  Abbott,  the  official  as- 
signee to  Messrs.  Remington,  Stephenson, 
and  Co.  He  believed,  if  the  creditors  and 
assignees  had  exercised  a  due  degree  of 
vigilance,  so  large  an  amount  would  not 
have  been  sufiered  to  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  official  assignee.  The  subject,  how- 
ever, was  worthy  the  immediate  and  earn* 
est  consideration  of  their  Lordships.  It 
might  be  a  matter  for  consideration  whe- 
ther a  larger  amount  of  security  might 
not  be  required  from  the  official  assignees, 
and  also,  whether  the  balances  in  their 
hands  should  not  be  paid  up  at  fixed 
periods. 

Lord  Brougham  entirely  concurred  in 
the  observations  of  the  noble  Earl,  and  he 
thought  the  statement  he  had  made  would 
be  worthy  of  consideration  in  the  event  of 
any  contemplated  alteration  in  the  law. 
For  himself,  personally,  he  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  appointment  of  the  official 
assignees  under  the  bill  which  he  had  in- 
troduced. The  selection  was  made,  in 
the  first  instance,  by  a  board  composed  of 
the  governor  and  deputy  governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  the  governor  and  de- 
puty governor  of  the  East  India  Company, 
some  of  the  principal  merchants  of  the 
city,  and  two  or  three  judges  of  the 
Bankruptcy  Court.  When  the  appoint- 
ments were  making,  there  were  not  less 
than  1,500  candidates  for  the  different 
situations,  and,  therefore,  so  far  as  the 
field  of  choice  was  concerned,  it  was  anh- 
ple  enough.    This  board|  after  carefuUj 
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investigaling  the  subject,  made  d  report 
m  the  course  of  six  weeks.  They  had 
carefully  examined  into  the  merits  of  the 
several  candidates,  and  the  first  eighteen 
persons  on  their  list  had  been  appointed 
eXHCtly  in  the  order  in  which  their  names 
stood.  It  only  showed  how  futile,  after 
all,  the  most  strict  and  searching  investi- 
gation into  character  was,  for,  at  the 
time  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Abbott, 
no  one  could  receive  a  higher  charac- 
ter for  integrity  and  business  habits. 
Unhappily  the  result  did  not  justify  this 
opinion.  Notwithstanding,  however,  the 
objections  of  the  petitioners,  he  would 
venture  to  say  that  there  was  no 
power  under  the  New  Bankruptcy  Act 
which  had  given  more  general  satisfaction 
than  the  appointment  of  official  assignees. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  the  allowing  so 
large  a  balance  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  official  assignee  was  extremely  inju- 
dicious, and  argued  a  great  neglect  of  the 
interests  of  the  creditors. 

Lord  Cottenham  observed  that  previ. 
ously  to  resigning  the  seals  he  had  directed 
an  inquiry  to  be  instituted  with  the  view 
of  learning  how  it  happened  that  such 
large  balances  were  allowed  to  accumulate 
in  the  hands  of  the  official  assignees,  and 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  a  cir- 
camstance.  The  report,  however,  had 
not  yet  been  received. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

The  CoRK-LAWs.l  The  Earl  of  Dude 
presented  petitions  from  the  Dissenters  of 
£benezer  Chapel,  London,  Wootton-un- 
der-Edge,  and  other  places,  praying  a  re- 
peal of  the  Corn-laws.  The  noble  Earl 
also  presented  a  petition  from  the  ministers 
meeting  at  the  Conference  of  Ministers 
held  at  Manchester,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Corn -laws.  He  begged  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  their  Lordships  to  the  petition,  as 
he  looked  upon  it  as  well  worthy  of  their 
consideration,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
number  of  signatures  attached  to  it,  up- 
wards of  650,  but  that  it  also  represented 
the  feelings  of  upwards  of  700  more 
ministers  of  religion  who  were  unable  to 
attend  this  conference.  This  large  num- 
ber of  ministers  of  all  religious  denomina- 
tions, after  the  most  ample  deliberation, 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Corn- 
laws  were  religiously  wrong,  because  they 
were  opposed  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of 


of  the  country,  which  would  either  be  for 
good  or  for  evil,  according  to  the  mode  in 
which  they  were  met  by  the  executive 
Government.  The  petition  was  drawn  up  in 
much  better  and  more  forcible  language 
than  he  could  use ;  he,  therefore,  would 
read  it  to  the  House,  and  earnestly 
claimed  their  attention  to  it.  The  noble 
Earl  then  read  the  petition,  as  follows  :-^ 

'<  That  your  petitioners  are  ministers  of  the 
God  of  love  and  mercy,  who  have  assembled 
to  consider  the  laws  which  restrict  the  food  of 
the  people. 

"That  your  petitioners,  dwelling  in  the 
midst  of  their  respective  charges,  and  by 
habits  of  frequent  and  pastoral  intercourse, 
familiar  with  their  actual  condition,  and  still 
further  informed  by  the  evidence  submitted  to 
this  conference  by  unimpeachable  witnesses ; 
it  is  most  unquestionable  that  evils  the  most 
serious  are  preving  on  the  ver^  vitals  of 
the  country,  ancf  that  the  labouring  classes 
throughout  the  kingdom  are  sinking  into  the 
lowest  condition  of  physical  sufTering,  and 
pining  away  under  a  wasting  destitution  of 
the  necessaries  of  life. 

'*That  your  petitioners  would  feel  them« 
selves  most  unworthy  of  the  office  they  sustain, 
and  Ihe  roaster  they  serve,  were  they  to  view 
such  a  state  of  things  with  indifference,  or  to 
allow  it  to  become  daily  more  and  more  aggra* 
vated,  without  directing  their  attention  to  its 
cause,  and  seeking  the  means  of  alleviation. 

"  That  to  your  petitioners  it  appears  ob- 
vious, beyond  all  doubt,  that  whatever  other 
causes  mxy  have  contributed  to  the  frightful 
amount  of  misery  which  the^  deplore,  the 
principal  has  been  the  provision  laws,  which 
make  the  very  necessaries  of  life  scarce  and 
dear,  and  by  their  mischievous  operation  have 
at  the  same  time  enhanced  the  price  of  food 
and  diminished  the  ability  to  purchase  it; 
and  that  as  obviously  the  remedy  for  this  evil 
is  the  abrogation  of  the  laws  which  produced  it. 
"  That  to  your  petitioners  it  is  manifest  that 
any  law  tending  to  produce  a  scarcity  of  the 
food  necessary  to  sustain  the  life  of  man,  or 
to  increase  its  price,  and  so  to  throw  difficul- 
ties in  the  way  of  procuring  It,  is  a  wrong 
done  to  society  at  large,  uid  a  direct  and 
glaring  violation  of  the  will  and  law  of  tlio 
universal  parent  of  mankind. 

"  That  your  petitioners  are  only  acting  in 
the  spirit  of  their  office,  when  they  remind 
your  honourable  House  that  laws  of  human 
legislatures  should  be  framed  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  the  declared  will  of  God,  and  the 
beneficent  designs  of  his  providence;  and 
that  all  laws  wlach  contradict  his  will,  and 
counteract  his  bounty,  must  of  necessity  be 
wrong  in  principle  and  injurious  ia  their  teo« 
deocy;  and  that  it  is  the  deliberate  aud 
solemn  conviction  of  this  assembly,  that  this 
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whose  baneful  influence  our  beloved  country 
is  severed  from  profitable  intercourse  with 
other  countries  wiiich  are  ready  to  exchange 
their  products  for  our  manufactures — the  skill 
and  labour  of  the  industrious  classes  of  our 
countrymen  are  rendered  of  less  and  less  avail 
to  their  own  subsistence,  \^hiIst  immense  num- 
bers of  them  from  day  to  day  are  thrown  out 
of  employment,  and  reduced  to  a  state  of 
utter  destitution,  or  cast  upon  the  rapidly 
decreasing  resources  of  the  humane  and  cha* 
ritablej  who,  in  their  turn,  are  sinking  down 
into  the  abject  condition  of  paupers;  and 
famine,  disease,  and  death  are  spreading  with 
fearful  desoUtion  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  this  once  prosperous  and  happy 
land. 

'*  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  convinced  of 
the  sinfulness  of  these  laws,  which  violate  the 
paramount  law  of  God,  and  restrict  the  bounty 
of  bis  providence;  of  their  injurious  operation 
on  the  domestic  comforts,  and  the  social, 
moral,  and  religious  condition  of  the  people 
of  these  realms ;  of  the  vast  amount  of  evil 
they  have  already  produced  ;  and  of  the  fear- 
ful rapidity  with  which  they  are  driving  on 
their  injured  and  suffering  victims  to  despon- 
dency or  desperation,  and  threatening  the 
peace  and  safety  of  the  eropir^^implore  your 
honourable  House,  as  you  fear  thai  God  who 
is  the  friend  and  avenger  of  the  poor,^as  you 
love  that  country,  whose  interests  are  com- 
mitted into  your  hands — to  take  into  your 
early  and  most  serious  consideration  the  pro- 
vision laws,  and  especially  the  Corn-laws, 
which  have  wrought  this  enormous  amount  of 
evil  and  misery,  for  the  purpose  of  devising 
such  means  as  to  your  honourable  House  may 
seem  meet  for  their  abolition." 

The  noble  Earl  proceeded  to  say,  that 
before  be  sat  down  he  could  not  help  ex- 
pressiog  his  deep  regret  that  her  Majesty's 
Ministers  had  determined  to  postpone  all 
inquiry  into  the  distressed  state  of  the 
country  till  next  year.  He  could  hardly 
have  expected  such  conduct  from  any  body 
of  men,  and  he  could  not  help  saying,  that 
it  appeared  to  bim  very  like  heartlessness 
to  purstte  such  a  course,  when  it  was 
known  that  an  immense  mass  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country  would  be  exposed  to 
the  want  of  food  and  fuel,  in  the  coming 
winter  months.  According  to  the  evidence 
of  many  medical  men,  it  was  an  undoubted 
fact,  that  hundreds  and  hundreds,  during 
the  last  year,  had  fallen  into  an  untimely 
grave,  in  consequence  of  the  operation  of 
these  laws,  and  he  felt  convinced  that 
before  they  met  again,  thousands  would 
have  been  added  to  those  hundreds.  He 
thought  such  a  postponement  a  great  re- 
sponsibility for  any  Government  to  under- 
take, and  one,  which  he  must  coDfess,  he 


thought  would  not  have  been  undertaken 
by  a  Conservative  Government.  He  could 
not  help  feeling  that  no  little  fraud  had 
been  practised  on  the  people  by  the  course 
pursued  on  thi9  subject,  for  the  noble  Earl 
who  moved  the  amendment  to  the  Address, 
stated,  that  when  they  had  a  Government 
possessing  the  confidence  of  the  Parlia- 
ment and  the  country,  it  would  be  time 
to  enter  on  a  discussion  of  those  laws,  and 
to  engaj^e  in  inquiry.  This,  he  contended, 
was  either  a  fraud  on  the  people,  or  the 
noble  Lords  opposite  had  not  the  confi- 
dence of  tbe  House.  He  could  hardly 
suppose  that  the  noble  Earl  intended  a 
fraud,  or  that  the  noble  Earl  had  no  con- 
fidence in  himself;  or  that  the  noble  Duke 
had  no  confidence  in  those  who  were 
marshalled  around  him  ;  or  that  another 
noble  Duke,  a  Member  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  had  put  himself  forward  very 
prominently  as  the  defender  of  the  agri- 
cultural interests,  had  no  confidence  in 
his  Colleagues.  The  result,  however,  would 
almost  appear  that  no  confidence  in  each 
other  was  the  principle  of  the  Cabinet. 
Before  he  sat  down,  he  would  put  a  ques- 
tion to  the  noble  Duke  opposite,  to  which, 
however,  he  had  no  right  to  expect  an  an 
swer.  The  noble  Duke  had  been  described 
as  being  peculiarly  the  farmer's  friend, 
and  it  was  reported  that  he  had  stated  at 
a  public  dinner,  a  short  time  since,  that  he 
won  Id  not  consent  to  any  alteration 
whatever  of  the  Corn-laws.  Now  it  would 
satisfy  the  minds  of  farmers  in  many  parts  of 
the  country,  if  the  noble  Duke  would 
state  whether  he  really  said  so  or  not. 

No  answer  was  returned.  Petition  then 
laid  on  the  Table. 

Catholics  in  India.]  Lord  Clifford^ 
(of  Chudleigh),  moved  for— 

Copies  of  any  official  communications  made 
in  the  year  1835  to  the  British  Government  at 
home  by  the  Governor-General  of  Hindostan, 
relative  to  a  correspondence  between  the  Go* 
vernor-General  and  the  governor  of  Goa, 
upon  a  claim  advanced  by  that  governor,  on 
the  part  of  the  crown  of  Portugal,  to  the  right 
of  authorising  the  residence  for  the  exercise  of 
spiritual  functions  of  any  Roman  Catholic 
missionary  in  Hindostan  ;  also  copies  of  any 
official  communiations  made  in  1839  by  the 
Governor  of  Madras  to  the  British  Govern* 
ment  at  home,  relative  to  two  decrees,  dated 
the  first,  December  the  18tb,  1838,  and  the 
second  decree  very  soon  afterwards  of  the  coU 
lector  and  magistrate  of  the  [Madura  dbuict, 
which  gave  rise  to  an  order  in  council  of  the. 
Madras  Presidency,  dated  June  7th,  1839, 
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aod  to  aoother  order  in  couDcil,  dated  July  9, 
1839." 

In  lubmitling  this  motion  to  their 
Lordships  he  had  no  wish  or  intention 
to  embarrass  the  Government  on  this 
subject^  although  he  sat  on  the  oppo- 
sition benches.  The  grievances  and  dis- 
abilities under  which  the  Catholics  la- 
boured in  some  parts  of  India,  were  of  a 
most  hanassing  nature,  and  they  found 
that  they  could  not  get  redress  from  any 
inferior  court,  and  that  the  proper  mode 
of  proceeding  was  an  Address  from  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  to  her  Majesty.  The 
matter  had  been  under  the  consideration 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  East-India 
Company,  and  either  a  most  unfair  report 
had  been  made  by  the  directors,  or  the 
directors  had  no  power  of  granting  redress. 
It  was  possible  that  objection  might  be 
made  to  the  production  of  these  papers, 
and  that  it  might  be  termed  merely  a 
petty  squabble  between  some  Jesuits  and 
Portuguese  priests,  who  the  more  they 
quarrelled  the  better,  as  it  might  end  in 
their  being  converted  to  the  Protestant 
faith.  He  trusted,  however,  their  Lord- 
ships would  not  take  such  a  view  of  the 
matter,  but  would  grant  the  papers  he  had 
moved  for.  He  would  say  a  few  words 
with  regard  to  a  petition  which  had  been 
presented  to  their  Lordships  in  the  course 
of  the  evening  from  a  rev.  Gentleman — 
Sir  Harcourt  Lees.  That  gentleman  was 
not,  perhaps,  aware,  that  in  applying  the 
ntime  of  Jesuit  to  the  class  of  persons  to 
whom  his  petition  referred,  he  was  making 
use  of  nick  names.  Dn  Johnson  being 
asked  to  give  the  definition  of  the  term 
'*  Jesuit,''  his  answer  was,  "  A  man  who  is 
rather  more  clever  than  the  man  who 
called  him  so."  His  friend,  the  rev.  Mr. 
Kenny,  to  whom  he  should  have  occasion 
10  refer,  was  a  Jesuit,  and  had  been  so 
called  by  Sir  Harcourt  Lees,  who,  however 
was  not  a  Jesuit  himself.  Some  evidence 
had  been  adduced  before  their  Lordships 
in  the  year  1825,  when  a  select  committee 
bad  been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  of  Catholicism  in  Ireland,  the  effect 
of  which  had  been  entirely  to  do  away 
with  any  charges  of  disloyalty  which  might 
be  brought  against  the  Jesuits.  A  question 
was  asked  of  one  of  the  witnesses  whether 
there  was  not  a  body  of  friars  in  existence 
in  Ireland,  called  Jesuits,  and  the 
fmswer  was,  that  there  was  no  body 
10  called  of  a  purely  ecclesiastical  cha- 
racter, but  that  there  were   some  per* 


sons  of  that  denomination  who  had  estab- 
lished a  seminary  in  Ireland.  The  object 
of  a  seminary  was  to  afford  domestic 
instruction  in  opposition  to  foreign  edu- 
cation, and  where  such  was  the  object  of 
a  body  of  persons,  he  conceived  that  they 
must  be  looked  upon  as  a  loyal  body  of 
the  subjects  of  her  Majesty,  and  the  most 
likely  of  all  persons  to  be  useful  to  the 
state.  From  another  portion  of  the  evi- 
dence given,  it  appeared  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  hierarchy  did  not  countenance 
an  active  interference  by  the  clergy  lin 
political  matters.  At  a  general  meeting  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  in  Ireland,  in 
1832,  an  exhortation,  signed  by  all  those 
bishops,  to  all  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
in  Ireland,  thenceforth  to  abstain  from 
being  chairmen  or  secretaries  of  political 
meetings,  from  moving  or  seconding  reso- 
lutions at  such  meetings,  or  from  being 
members  of  any  secret  societies,  was  drawn 
up  and  published ;  and  no  instance  had 
occurred,  before  or  since  1832,  of  any  of 
the  Irish  Jesuits  having  done  what  all  the 
Irish  Roman  Catholic  clergy  were  there 
exhorted  not  to  do  henceforward.  It  was 
expressly  stated  by  Mr.  D.  O'Connell,  in 
his  examination,  that  no  single  instance 
had  as  yet  occurred  of  the  infringement  of 
this  rule.  But  to  proceed  to  the  subject 
to  which  his  motion  more  particularly  had 
reference;  he  was  not  surprised  on  his 
returning  to  England,  in  1833,  to  find 
that  advices  had  been  received  in  this 
country,  of  meetings  having  been  held  in 
Calcutta,  at  which  resolutions  had  been 
agreed  to,  and  opinions  expressed  con* 
demnatory  of  the  existing  state  of  things 
in  our  Indian  colonies.  It  appeared  that 
there  were  at  that  time  in  India  several  of 
our  Irish  regiments,  composed,  in  a  very 
great  measure,  of  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  whose  discipline  and 
proper  demeanour,  their  Lordships  were 
aware,  were  in  a  great  measure  dependent 
upon  the  moral  influence  exercised  over 
them  by  the  priests  of  their  religion.  The 
only  Roman  Catholic  priests  at  that  time 
there,  were  of  Portuguese  education,  and 
those  not  the  ilite  of  the  Portuc^uese  col- 
leges, and  were  connected  with  the  con* 
vent  of  Goa,  and  possessbg  a  strong  feel- 
ing also  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
of  those  of  Lisbon.  These  persons  were 
in  a  great  measure  unacquainted  with  the 
English  language,  and  ill-qualified,  there- 
fore, to  dbcharge  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them  by  their  position.    Under  these  cir* 
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cumstancesy  appHcation  was  made  to  the 
Oo?ernment  of  this  country,  and  with  a 
Tiew  of  supplying  the  obvious  want  which 
existed,  they  caused  inquiries  to  be  made 
in  Ireland  for  persons  to  go  out  to  Calcutta, 
and  an  Irish  priest  belonging  to  Clougowes 
College, a  particular  friend  of  his(Lord  Clif- 
ford), whom  he  had  known  from  boyhood, 
who  had  been  with  him  in  Sicily  in  1811, 
when  Lord  William  Bentinck  was  in  com- 
mand there,  had  been  accordingly  sent  out 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kenny,  superior  of  that 
college,  in  1833,  to  Rome,  and  had  there 
been  appointed  by  Pope  Gregory  XVI.  his 
Ticar  apostolic  for  Bengal,  whether  h%  had 
proceeded.  His  name  was  Robert  St. 
Leger.  After  he  had  arrived,  a  letter  was 
sent  to  the  Governor-General  by  the  Por- 
tuguese priests,  demanding,  on  the  part  of 
the  crown  of  Portugal,  the  exclusive  right 
of  introducing  priests  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic church  into  our  Indian  possessions 
at  Madras.  This  was  the  first  letter  he 
wished  to  be  produced.  The  second  letter 
which  he  required  was  the  answer  of  the 
Goveroor.General  to  this  application.  ^  He 
did  not  know  whether  their  Lordships 
would  be  disposed  to  recognise  an  act  of 
the  Pope,  but  he  wished  to  know  whether, 
after  Mr.  St,  Leger  had  received  the 
authority  of  the  Sovereign  of  this  country 
to  proceed  to  Hindostan,  as  the  superior 
of  the  Catholic  body  there,  and  after  his 
character  had  been  recognised  by  the 
Pope,  and  by  our  local  government  in 
India,  it  was  found  out  by  the  House,  that 
these  Portuguese  priests  should  be  con- 
sidered to  be  the  only  priests,  because  they 
said  so?  He  was  sure  that  their  Lord- 
ships would  agree  to  no  such  proposition. 
But  his  information,  in  reference  to  this 
matter  went  much  farther,  and  he  sin- 
cerely trusted,  that  in  this  respect  it  would 
turn  out  to  be  false.  It  appeared,  that 
certain  trustees,  or  persons  acting  as  such 
(but  not  priests),  of  churches  or  chapels 
built  by  certain  Roman  Catholic  congre- 
gations with  their  own  money,  on  their 
own  ground,  for  which  churches  or  chapels 
those  persons  acted  as  trustees,  with  the 
obligation  of  providing  Roman  Catholic 
pastors  for  the  said  churches  or  chapels 
in  the  Madura  district,  had  been  im- 
prisoned by  the  collector  and  ma^s- 
trate  of  that  district  for  refusing  to  deliver 
up  the  keys  of  the  said  churches  to  cer- 
tain Portuguese  priests  belonging  to  a 
party  whom  the  right  rev.  Dr.  O'Connor 
(who  is  not  a  Jesuit,  nor  had  a  single 


Jesuit  in  his  district,  nor  brought  out  with 
him  a  single  Jesuit),  but  a  Roman  Catho- 
lic Bishop,  recognised  in  the  Madras  pre« 
sidency  as  superior  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic missions  in  the  Madras  district,  and 
Dr.  St.  Leger,  who  being  a  Jesuit,  could 
not  be  a  bishop,  but  was  recognised  in 
1834  by  the  Bengal  presidency  as  superior 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  missions  in  that 
district,  had  declared  by  public  pastoral 
letters  to  be  out  of  the  communion  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church,  and  who  had  not 
contributed  one  farthing  to  the  building 
of  those  churches.  He  stated  that  to  their 
Lordships  upon  the  authority  of  the  hon. 
and  rev.  Walter  Clifford,  his  own  brother, 
a  Roman  Catholic  missioner  at  Trichino- 
poly  in  the  Madura  district.  A  report,  he 
must  further  inform  their  Lordships, 
founded  on  the  authority  of  a  foreigner  of 
distinction,  was  current  in  the  Madura 
district,  and  was  doing  much  harm  there. 
The  report  in  question  was,  that  some  of 
these  imprisoned  persons  had  been  tor- 
tured (somnis  aux  tourmenis)  to  oblige 
them  to  deliver  up  the  keys.  He  consi- 
dered it  his  duty  to  disbelieve  such  a  re- 
port till  it  was  confirmed ;  but  equally  his 
duty  to  state  the  existence  of  such  a  re- 
port to  the  House,  as  a  report  that  ought 
to  be  inquired  into.  But  he  must  also 
state  to  their  Lordships,  that  he  had  not 
been  informed,  that  those  persons  had 
been  tortured  by  order  of  the  magistrate, 
or  of  any  magistrate.  He  must  add,  that 
the  Roman  Catholics  in  the  Madura  dis- 
trict had  been  officially  informed,  that  the 
Court  of  Directors,  or  '  the  Government 
in  London,*  to  use  the  words  of  his  in- 
formation, had  approved  the  proceedings 
of  the  collector  and  magistrate  in  the 
Madura  district,  as  report^  to  that  Go- 
vernment from  the  Madras  presidency; 
and  that  the  foreigner  of  distinction  above 
mentioned,  had  repeated  a  conversation 
between  himself  and  one  of  the  superior 
judges  of  the  district,  which  was  calcu- 
late, in  his  opinion,  to  do  incomparably 
more  mischief  than  the  act  of  the  collector 
and  magistrate,  inasmuch  as  it  imputed  to 
Lord  Melbourne's  Cabinet,  principles 
which  were  the  very  reverse  of  those  of 
that  Cabinet,  on  the  authority  of  that 
superior  judge.  The  noble  Lord  concluded 
by  submitting  his  motion. 

Lord  EllenhoTough  wished  the  noble 
Lord  to  state  any  authority  on  which  be 
accused  a  servant  of  the  Government  in 
India  of  administering  torture,  "^"^ 
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Lord  Clifford  had  stated  it  as  a  report 
xrhich  bad  gone  abroad,  and  had  done 
much  mischief,  that  such  an  act  had  been 
perpetrated,  and  he  said  that  he  would 
not  believe  any  such  acts.  When  the 
Irish  Catholics,  who  were  in  possession  of 
the  churches,  refused  to  give  them  up,  a 
party  of  soldiers  turned  them  out  by  force, 
and  then  reported  that  they  had  only  kept 
in  possession  those  who  already  had  it. 

Lord  Ellenborough  had  never  heard  a 
noble  Lord  express  himself  so  ambiguously 
when  he  thus  accused  a  servant  of  the 
Government  of  England  acting  in  India. 
As  the  noble  Lord  had  not  answered  the 
first  question,  would  the  noble  Lord  say 
whether  any  Englishman  whatever  bad 
used  the  word  torture  ? 

Lord  Clifford:  No  Englishman  had 
used  the  word  torture. 

Lord  EUenhorough  /  Would  the  noble 
Lord  state  what  foreign  word  he  so 
translated  ? 

Lord  Clifford  said,  as  the  report  went, 
these  parties  were  put  into  prison  and 
were  there  tortured,  whether  by  order  of 
the  magistrate  or  not  did  not  appear. 

Lord  Ellenborough:  Will  the  noble 
Lord  read  the  words  ? 

Lord  Clifford :  The  words  were  '*  lU  ont 
eti  saumis  aux  tourmentsJ** 

Lord  Ellenborough  had  but  a  very  few 
words  to  say  in  reply  to  the  statement  of 
.the  noble  Lord.   He  should  not  follow  the 
noble  Lord  into  his  defence  of  the  Jesuits, 
for  whatever  might  be  his  (Lord  Ellen- 
borough's)  opinion  with  regard  to  that  able 
and  learned  body,  it  could  not  be  denied 
that  Parliament  bad  at  various  times  en- 
tertained  very    great  jealousy  of  them. 
Neither  should  he  follow  the  noble  Lord 
in  his  attack  on  ihe  Portuguese  priests,  of 
whom  he  knew  nothing  except  that  they 
had  conducted  themselves  in  India  very 
peaceably,  and  had  discharged  their  re- 
ligious duties  in  that  country  with  zeal 
.and  assiduity.     It    might,    however,    be 
.convenient    to    their  Lordships  that  he 
should  state,  as  the  noble  Lord  had  not 
.done  so,  what  was  the  origin  of  the  trans- 
actions out  of  which   the   difference   to 
which  the  noble   Lord  had  alluded  had 
arisen.     For  more  than  200  years    the 
Portuguese    priests,    acting    under    the 
Bishop  of  St.  Tpma,  and  under  the  sane. 
'  tion  of  a  bull  issued  by  the  Pope,  and  been 
in  the  habit  of  administering  religious  rites 
1  to  the  whole  of  the  Roman  Catholic  po- 
pulation ia  that  part  of  the  world,  amount- 


ing, as  the  noble  Lord  had  said,  to  about 
a  million  of  souls.  Some  years  ago  a 
person  of  British  extraction  was  sent  out 
to  Madras,  with  the  title  of  vicar-apostolic, 
and  this  person  was  accompanied  by  some 
eighteen  or  twenty  Jesuits  from  Ireland. 
Subsequently,  another  gentleman  went 
out  from  Ireland  (Dr.  O'Connor)  to  Cal- 
cutta with  a  similar  title,  accompanied  by 
ten  or  t^velve  Jesuits.  The  Government 
of  India  had  thought  it  right  to  acknow- 
ledge the  vicars  apostolic  as  the  channel 
through  whom  all  communications  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Roman 
Catholic  body  should  be  made.  Now,  the 
vicar  having  thus  conceded  to  him  the 
spiritual  authority,  proceeded  to  lay  claim 
to  the  temporalities  of  the  Church.  And 
out  of  this  difference  about  the  temporali- 
ties of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in 
India  between  the  Irish  Jesuits  and  the 
Portuguese  priests  had  arisen  the  com- 
plaint of  the  noble  Lord.  The  course 
which  the  Governments  of  India  had  taken 
in  the  matter  when  applied  to  on  the 
subject  was  simple  and  correct.  They  said 
that  it  was  their  desire  to  interfere  as  little 
as  possible  with  the  religious  feelings  of 
the  people  under  their  Government,  or  to 
give  any  opinion  as  to  the  temporalities 
belonging  to  tlie  various  churches;  but 
that  if  questions  of  property  connected 
with  those  temporalities  arose,  the  parties 
must  go  to  the  courts  of  law  for  redress. 
These  parties  bad  done  so,  and  in  one 
case,  in  a  question  relating  to  a  Capuchin 
convent,  the  decision  had  been  given  in 
favour  of  the  Portuguese  priests  who  were 
in  possession.  The  only  other  case  which 
had  arisen  was  that  to  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  alluded,  and  which  was  the 
cause  of  this  charge  against  the  collector. 
But  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  cot- 
lector  to  give  possession.  He  had  only 
authority  in  preserving  the  peace,  a 
jurisdiction,  in  fact,  similar  to  that  of  a 
civil  magistrate.  If  he  had  acted  wrongly 
the  parties  aggrieved  had  an  appeal,  first 
to  the  state  court,  then  to  the  provincial 
court,  and  again  to  the  supreme  court, 
where  they  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
proving  their  case.  It  was  unnecessary 
for  him  (Lord  Ellenborough)  to  inform 
their  lordships  that  no  magistrate  could 
presume  to  administer  the  torture,  and  if 
it  could  be  proved  that  the  magistrate  to 
whom  the  noble  Lord  had  referred  had 
done  so,  he  would  be  immediately  dis- 
missed ;  and  he  was  quite  sure  that  it 
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would  be  found,  when  the  cftie  sbould  be 
investigated,  that  the  enthusiastic  foreigner 
who  had  written  to  the  noble  Lord 
had  totally  misrepresented  what  had  ac- 
tually taken  place.  He  thought  it  was 
wrong  in  the  noble  Lord  to  bring  forward 
a  charge  of  this  nature  against  a  magis- 
trate, and  that  without  stating  any  name, 
but  indicating  pretty  distinctly  to  whom 
he  alluded.  The  noble  Lord  had  brought 
forward  a  grave  accusation  against  one  of 
of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of 
India  on  the  authority  of  a  person  un- 
known, and  whose  name  even  he  had  not 
given  ;  and  he  must  say  that  it  was  a  most 
unfair  proceeding  to  circulate  such  charges 
in  that  House  without  giving  to  the  ac- 
cused party  an  opportunity  of  defending 
himself.  He  regretted  much  that  the  no- 
ble Lord  bad  mentioned  the  subject.  He 
did  not  think  the  noble  Lord  had  done 
good  service  to  his  co-religionists  by  so 
doing:  for  what  the  noble  I^rd  had  said 
could  not  but  tend  to  increase  that  exas- 
peration which  already  existed  between  the 
flocks  who  adhered  respectively  to  those 
priests  who  were  quarrelling  for  those 
Uemporal  possessions  of  the  Church.  It 
wonld  have  been  far  better  to  have  left  the 
matter  in  silence  now,  as  the  noble  Lord 
bad.  done  during  the  period  when  his 
own  political  Friends  were  in  office 
^-than  thus,  by  alluding  to  it,  to  add 
1o  that  ill  feeling  which  already  ex- 
isted between  those  religious  bodies. 
Nothing  which  the  noble  Lord  had  said- 
nothing  which  he  was  likely  to  say,  could 
embarrass  the  Government  here ;  but  if  by 
the  course  he  took  he  should  create  exas- 
peration more  than  already  existed 
.amongst  the  religious  bodies  in  Madras, 
he  would,  without  doubt  increase  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  Government  there,  while  he 
would  fail  in  doing  good  service  to  those 
to  whom  he  was  desirous  of  rendering  as- 
sistance. The  papers  for  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  moved  were  so  described  that 
the  India  Board  had  been  unable  to  find 
them.  Whether  they  existed  or  not  he  (Lord 
Eilenborough)  di<)  not  know.  With  regard 
to  the  first  of  ihese  papers— the  letter  of 
the  Governor  of  Goa  and  the  answer  of 
Lord  Beniinck— he  could  have  no  objec- 
tion to  produce  them ;  and  he  should,  at 
the  same  time,  move  for  and  lay  upon  the 
table  some  other  papers  connected  with  the 
same  subject,  including  a  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  Goa  to  Lord  Bentinck,  and 
the  answer  thereto  by  the  President  of  the 


Council  of  Calcutta;  also  a  petition  trans- 
mitted by  the  vicar  apostolic  of  Madras  to 
the  governor  of  that  province,  and  the 
answer  thereto ;  in  which  documents  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  priests  to  whom 
allusion  had  been  made  were,  notwith- 
standing what  the  noble  Lord  had  said, 
distinctly  described  as  Jesuits.  He  would 
only  repeat  thai  if  any  magistrate  had  ex- 
ceeded his  powers  in  administering  the 
law,  there  could  be  no  doubt  whatever,  if 
proof  of  such  illegal  acts  were  forthcoming, 
that  the  government  at  Madras  would  be 
ready  and  willing  to  punish  the  parties 
who  had  committed  them. 

Motion,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Papers  laid  on  the  Table. 

Distress  of  t«e  Country.]  The 
Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  in  presenting  a 
petition  from  protestant  dissenters  of 
Hackney,  praying  the  House,  without  ad- 
ditional delay  to  relieve  the  distress  of  the 
manufacturing  districts  and  stop  what  the 
petitioners  believed  to  be  impending  na- 
tional misery  and  irretrievable  ruin,  ob- 
served that  he  had  seen  with  great  con- 
cern that  her  Majesty's  Ministers  bad 
not  requested  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  that  important  inquiry  which  the  people 
of  this  country  bad  a  right  to  expect,  and 
for  which  the  address  lately  agreed  to  by 
their  Lordships  had  prepared  them ;  be- 
cause he  believed  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
Parliament  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  if  it  had 
been  proposed.  As  it  had  not  been  pro- 
posed, however,  by  her  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters, it  was  not  his  intention  or  the  inten- 
tion of  any  other  noble  Lord  near  him,  to 
press  the  subject  upon  Parliament,  but 
they  would  wait  earnestly  and  anxiously 
for  that  declaration  of  opinion  which 
must,  sooner  or  later^  proceed  from  ber 
Majesty's  Government* 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  thought  that  if 
the  noble  Lord  had  reflected  he  would 
have  been  of  opinion  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  enter  upon  any  inquiry  that  could 
have  been  brought  to  a  close  between  this 
and  the  probable  termination  of  the 
Session. 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Friday y  September  24,  1841. 

MiNOTBs.]    New  Members.    I/ml  Stanley,  for  North  Lan- 
ctditre;  noD.  W.Goidon,  Abeedtm^Mni  AU  Priiifle. 
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Russian  money  and  Russian  measavas 
would,  when  turned  into  English  money 
and  English  measures,  show  that  instead 
of  i3s.  to  I4s,,  the  real  price  of  grain  in 
St.  Petersburg  would  be  from  27s.  to  28s. 
Upon  asking  the  Under-Secretary  of  State 
also  as  to  this  point,  it  now  turned  out 
that,  although  the  consul  re-affirmed  his 
former  statement  as  to  the  quantity  grown, 
he  admitted  that  he  had  been  incorrect  as 
to  the  price,  and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
real  price  was  from  27s.  to  28s.  Now,  in 
order  to  remove  any  delusive  impression 
upon  this  subject,  it' was  essential  that  no 
mistakes  — 

The  Speaker  begged  to  remind  the  hon. 
Member,  that  the  question  before  the 
House  was  the  Order  of  the  day  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Royal  Gardens  Bill. 

M  r .  r.  Harcourt  said  he  would  no  longer 
detain  the  House,  but  simply  ask  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  whether,  before  the  Hoose 
was  called  upon  to  decide  as  to  the  corn 
question,  it  was  not  desirable  that  more 
inquiry  should  be  made  on  the  subject? 

Sir  R*  Peel  said,  he  thought  the  best 
arrangement  he  could  make  on  this  point 
would  be,  to  lay  before  the  House  the  subN 
sequent  information  received  from  the 
consul  at  St.  Petersburg,  and  any  further 
information  which  might  be  obtained,  it 
was  Quite  certain  that  there  had  been  no 
mistake  as  to  the  matter  in  the  Foreign- 
Office.  The  statement  of  the  consul  was 
distinctly  ibis,— that  38,500,000  quarters 
were  grown  in  1835  in  the  province  of 
Tamboff,  and  the  authority  he  gave  was 
that  of  Mr.  Galley,  a  large  corn  dealer, 
and  one  of  the  principal  British  residents 
at  St.  Petersbui^.  The  consul,  however, 
had  not,  as  the  hon.  Gentleman  imagined, 
re-affirmed  his  statement  as  to  the  quan- 
tity grown,  but  said  he  would  make  further 
inquiries  on  the  subject. 

Conversation  dropped. 


Ne«r  Writ  For  E«t  Retford*  in  nxmi  of  Hon.  A.  Dim* 
combe.  Groom  la  Waiting. 

Bilk.  Read  first  time  :^Claytoa*i  Name.— Read  Moood 
time :— Population  Payment— Read  third  timac^Royal 
Gardens  s  Fngfoan  Lodge ;  Irunatioi. 

Petitioos  presented.  By  Mr.  Thomdyj  from  Presbyterians 
of  Chester,  by  Mr.  Wigney,  ftom  Brighton,  by  Mr. 
Phillips,  fkom  Hand-loom  Weavers  of  Manchester,  by 
Mr.  Cobden,  ftom  Long  Preston,  and  Lenton,  and  a 
Publle  Meeting  at  Holboin,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Corn- 
laws.— By  Mr.  Wakley ,  firam  J.  J.  Stodcdale,  for  an  Alter> 
atlonin  the  Poor-law  t  and  from  W.  H.  Fyles,for  .nquiry 
into  the  state  of  the  Low  Water  Harbours  on  the  Coast  of 
Kent— By  Mr.  Wilbnham,  from  G.  W.  BuUer,  for  a 
Tax  on  Property.— By  an  hon.  Member  from  Randagh, 
for  Redemption  of  Tolls  of  Waterloo,  itc  Bridges. 

Cork  in  Russia.]  On  SirT.  Freeman- 
tie's  moving  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Royal  Gardens  Bill, 

Mr.  F.  Harcourt  said  he  wished  to  put 
a  question, or  rather  make  some  suggestion 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury.  After  hearing  a  state- 
ment which  had  been  made  on  a  former 
occasion  in  that  House,  on  the  authority 
of  papers  before  Parliament  respecting  the 
large  amount  of  grain  said  to  be  grown 
one  year  in  the  Russian  province  of  Tam- 
hofff  he  had  taken  the  liberty  of  asking  the 
noble  Lord,  the  late  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  whether,  from  the  information  he 
had  had  within  his  means,  he  could  give 
any  explanation  of  what  seemed  to  him 
the  verV  extraordinary  statement;  but  the 
noble  Lord,  while  concurring  with  him, 
that  the  amount  of  corn  grown  appeared 
to  be  something  verr  unusual,  assured  him 
that  the  papers,  as  laid  before  the  House, 
were  correct  copies  of  the  official  papers. 
Upon  inquiring  further  at  the  Foreign- 
Office,  yesterday,  he  found,  from  a  com- 
munication with  the  Under  Secretary,  not 
only  that  there  was  no  mistake  of  the 
transcript  whence  the  papers  had  been 
printed,  but  that  a  letter  bad  since  been 
received  from  our  consul  at  St.  Peters- 
burgh,  the  author  of  the  former  statement, 
re^affirming  that  statement,  namely,  that 
more  than  thirty-eight  millions  of  quarters 
were  grown  every  year  in  the  province  of 
Tamboff.  He  could  not,  however,  but 
still  imagine,  that  there  must  be  some 
great  error  in  this  matter.  Upon  another 
point,  the  price  of  this  corn,  he  had  also 
stated  to  the  noble  Lord  opposite  his  con- 
viction that  there  must  be  an  entire  mis- 
take in  the  return  made  to  the  House ; 
and  had  affirmed  his  full  belief  that, 
whereas  the  consul  at  St,  Petersburgh 
stated,  that  this  corn  could  be  brought  to 
the  market  at  St.  Petersburg  for  from  Ids. 
to  I4f.  a  quarter,  the  real  fact  would  be  I 
found  to  be,  that  the  calculations  given  in  1 


Makviko  the  Rotal  Natt.]  Cap- 
tain Berkeley  begged  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  hon.  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty  to 
a  resolution  of  which  he  had  given  notice 
with  respect  to  the  efficient  manning  of 
the  navy.  He  wished  to  know  whether  it 
were  the  intention  of  the  present  Board  of 
Admiralty  to  issue  orders,  that  in  fbture 
none  of  her  Majesty's  ships  of  war  should 
be  sent  to  sea  without  a  fixed  and  full 
complement  of  men  ? 

Mr.  Sidney  Herbert  said,  the  subject 
was  at  present  under  the  comideralion  pf 
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the  Board  of  Admiralty.  The  principle 
of  having  a  full  and  efficient  complement 
of  men  on  board  vessels  of  war,  was  one  of 
which  he  entirely  approved  ;  at  the  same 
time  the  hoo.  and  gallant  Member  must 
iee,  that,  consistently  with  the  public  ser- 
vice, it  was  impossible  for  him  to  pledge 
himself  to  the  extent  to  which  that  prin- 
ciple would  be  applied. 

Captain  Berkeley  then  begged  to  with- 
draw the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  upon  that  subject. 

CAPTaRB  OF  Acre.]  The  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  begged  also  to  ask,  whe- 
ther the  hon.  Baronet  was  aware  that 
Admiral  Stopford  had  made  application 
to  the  late  Board  of  Admiralty  to  revive 
the  system  of  giving  prize  money  to  the 
seamen  and  marines  employed  at  Acre  as 
at  Algiers  and  Navarino — whether  any  an- 
awer  had  been  returned,  and  whether  it 
were  intended  to  give  effect  to  that  appli- 
cation ? 

Mr.  Sidney  Herbert  md  the  application 
had  been  referred  to  the  present  Board  of 
Admiralty,  and  was  under  its  considera- 
tion. 

Captain  Berkeley  under  these  circum- 
stances would  withdraw  the  notices  of 
motion  he  had  given  on  these  subjects. 

The  Royal  Gardens  Bill  was  then  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

Retired  Ankuity  to  Vice-Chan- 
CELL0R8.]  On  the  motion  that  the  report 
from  the  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
authorising  her  Majesty  to  grant  a  retiring 
allowance  of  3,500/.  to  the  new  Vice- 
Cbancellors,  be  received, 

Colonel  Sibthorp  objected  to  the  amount 
of  retiring  allowance.  He  thought  it  much 
too  great,  but  would  not  divide  the  House 
on  the  question. 

Mr.  Ewart  also  thought  the  sum  too 
great,  and  proposed  that  the  amount  be 
reduced  from  3,6002.  to  3,000Z. 

The  Chancellor  of  tke  Exchequer  ob- 
jected to  the  proposition.  The  duties  of 
the  Vice-Chancellors  were  not  inferior  to 
those  of  the  other  judges,  and  it  would  be 
extremely  dangerous,  by  fixing  a  lower 
retiring  salary  than  those  of  the  judges, 
to  produce  the  impression  that  their  em- 
ployment was  inferior  or  of  less  import- 
ance. 

Mr.  Wakley  should  like  to  know  when 
they  were  to  begin  to  act  upon  a  different 
principle,  because  it  might  be  said  in  all 
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cases  it  was  inexpedient  to  reduce  the 
emolument,  lest  it  might  be  inferred  that 
the  office  was  not  of  importance.  Con- 
sidering the  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
country,  that  they  had  no  money  to  be- 
stow, but  rather  wanted  money  to  borrow, 
he  thought  that  the  retiring  salary  pro- 
posed to  be  paid  to  Vice-Chancellors  was 
preposterously  high,  and  he  regretted  that 
his  hon.  Friend  opposite  had  not  moved 
a  much  greater  reduction.  He  conceived 
that  2,000/.  a  year  would  be  quite  suffi- 
cient as  a  retiring  allowance.  They  ought 
to  show  some  consideration  for  the  bank- 
rupt  condition  of  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try, and  he  was  very  sorry  that  the  present 
Administration  had  not  made  a  beginning 
in  that  direction.  As  in  the  last  Session 
of  Parliament  they  had  been  committed  to 
the  proposed  sum,  the  present  Adminis- 
tration were  no  more  to  blame  for  it  than 
the  last ;  but  if  both  Administrations  were 
thus  to  run  on  in  couples,  the  public  would 
be  placed  in  the  difficult  position  of  not 
being  able  to  find  out  which  was  the  worse 
of  the  two.  It  was  said,  that  ''  if  you 
don*t  offer  a  high  reward,  you  won't  get 
valuable  services,  or  be  able  to  command 
the  best  talent  at  the  bar.''  For  his  part, 
he  found  great  difficulty  in  meeting  with 
a  lawyer  who  was  worth  3,000/.  or  4,000/ 
a  year,  although  he  had  searched  for  one 
again  and  again.  There  were  certainly 
men  in  the  profession  of  great  talent,  and 
there  was  no  doubt  that  judges  ought  to 
be  men  of  the  highest  capacity  and  hon- 
our ;  because,  by  putting  men  of  inferior 
abilities  into  sucn  a  position,  they  would 
be  risking  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people,  injuring  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  endangering  the  public  service 
to  a  vast  extent.  He  was,  therefore,  for 
amply  rewarding  the  services  of  judges, 
but  be  considered  that  the  amount  now 
proposed  was  much  too  high.  There  was 
a  very  strong  feeling  in  the  public  mind 
against  the  amount  of  salaries  paid  to 
public  functionaries  in  general.  The  public 
considered  them  to  be  too  high,  and  would 
not  believe  that  that  House  was  sincere 
in  its  professed  regard  for  econony,  if  it 
continued  to  propose  such  exorbitant  an- 
nuities by  way  of  remuneration.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  was  paid  a  salary  of 
14,000/.,  and  a  retiring  allowance  of 
5,000/.,  which  was  preposterously  high, 
considering  the  miserable  condition  of  the 
working  classes,  and  considering  also  that 
the  very  necessaji|;a^dO(yli£&  »eEe  taxed  tc 
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pay  those  enormous  salaries.  It  was  a 
disgrace  to  that  House,  and  a  reflection 
upon  the  justice  of  Parliamenr,  that  such 
things  should  be.  He  hoped,  although 
he  did  not  expect,  that  the  House  would 
adopt  the  proposition  of  his  hon.  Friend, 
and  strike  off  the  trifling  sum  which  he 
suggested,  if  only  as  an  indication  of 
their  desire  to  do  something  towards 
lessening  the  burdens  of  the  people.  It 
was  only  500/.,  but  let  them  be  able 
to  say,  that  they  had  made  a  beginning 
in  this  Session  of  Parliament,  as  a  pledge 
of  their  intention  to  go  a  great  deal  farther 
by  and  by. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  that  the  House  was 
well  aware  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  this  bill  had  been  proposed  by  her 
Majesty's  late  Administration.  It  was  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  some  remedy  for 
the  enormous  evils  which  bad  arisen  from 
the  accumulation  of  business  in  the  Court 
of  Chancery.  The  evils  accompanying  the 
denial  of  justice,  arising  not  from  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  judicial  authorities, 
who  it  was  admitted  were  most  competent 
to  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  but  from 
the  impossibility  of  transacting  the  im- 
mense and  complicated  business  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  had  led  to  the  pro- 
posal of  this  bill  as  a  remedy.  He  was 
quite  sure  of  this,  that  the  worst  economy 
would  be  to  make  incompetent  appoint- 
ments, and  the  present  measure  would  fail 
in  its  object,  unless  they  could  procure 
from  the  bar  two  men  of  great  eminence 
for  the  discharge  of  the  judicial  duties  to 
which  it  would  give  rise.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Finsbury  said,  he  never  knew  a 
lawyer  whose  services  were  worth  3,000/. 
or  4,000/.  a  year,  but  at  the  same  time  he 
admitted  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  public  interests  that  men 
of  high  authority,  great  learning,  and  un- 
blemished integrity  should  be  induced  to 
accept  judicial  offices.  It  was  upon  the 
latter  principle  that  the  proposal  before 
the  House  had  been  made  by  the  late 
Government.  If  judges  were  appointed, 
inferior  in  learning  or  ability  to  the  advo- 
cates who  pteatled  before  them,  it  was 
impossible  that  their  decbions  could  carry 
with  them  due  weight.  In  such  a  case, 
the  temptations  to  appeal  would  be  mul. 
tiplied,  and  procrastination  greatly  in- 
creased. The  retiring  allowances  proposed 
in  this  case  were  the  same  with  those  of 
the  fnnsne  judges,  3,500/.  a  year,  and  he 
»J)ad  often  beard  complaints  in  that  House 


of  judges  retaining  their  judicial  situ* 
ations  at  a  time  when  they  were  incom  - 
petent  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  con 
nected  with  them.  He  had  heard  it  fre- 
quently stated,  that  it  was  the  truest 
economy  to  appropriate  such  an  amount 
of  retiring  salary  as  should  induce  judges 
to  volunteer  to  retire  from  the  judicial 
bench  before  they  were  incapacitated  for 
the  discharge  of  its  duiies.  It  was  difficult 
upon  a  question  of  some  particular  reduc- 
tion of  expenditure,  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred  a  year,  always  to  show  a  sufficient 
reason  for  the  precise  amount  fixed,  but, 
on  the  whole,  he  believed  this  subject  to 
have  been  well  considered.  He  had  heard 
it  stated,  that  the  salaries  attached  to  the 
new  judicial  offices  would  be  hardly  suf- 
ficient to  ensure  men  of  the  first  eminence 
— that  there  was  a  great  probability  of 
their  not  getting  men  of  the  first  talent  to 
relinquish  their  professional  emoluments 
for  the  purpose  of  accepting  the  offices  with 
these  salaries.  He  had  refused,  lK>wever, 
to  make  any  increase  in  the  salaries  pro- 
posed by  the  late  Government.  He  believed 
the  amount  was  just,and  he  trusted  it  would 
be  found  sufficient  to  ensure  the  object  of 
the  bill.  He  was  quite  sure  that  it  was 
not  wise  to  make  a  disproportiooate  retir- 
ing allowance,  and  so  induce  those  who 
were  placed  in  judicial  seats  to  remain 
to  the  last,  when  their  strength  was  fail- 
ing, because  there  was  not  a  sufficient 
inducement  to  retire.  He  trusted  that 
these  considerations  would  be  sufficient  to 
lead  the  House  to  affirm  this  proposal, 
which  was  made  by  the  late  Government 
and  adopted  by  the  present  Government, 
not  out  of  deference  to  their  predecessors, 
but,  because  they  thought  it  reasonable 
and  just  and  conducive  to  the  interests  of 
the  people. 

Sir  John  Easthone  said,  that  possibly 
there  was  no  Member  of  the  House  who 
was  more  deeply  impressed  with  the  suf- 
fering of  his  constituents,  or  more  anxious 
to  consult  every  species  of  economy  than 
himself.  Representing  constituents  who 
were  suffering  under  distress  that  would 
defy  description,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  take 
a  line  of  rigid  economy ;  but  he  might 
safely  say  for  those  constituents,  piercing 
as  was  their  misery,  that  they  would  dis- 
card such  paltry  economy  as  this.  It  was 
not  by  rendering  less  efficient  the  courts 
of  justice,  or  by  excluding  from  the  judi- 
cial bench  individuals  of  high  talent,  that 
distress  such  as  theirs  was  to  be  remedied . 
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Their  real  complaint  was  that  they  were 
not  allowed  the  free  use  of  their  industry, 
that  they  were  under  a  species  of  taxation 
which  aggravated  their  sufferings,  which, 
whilst  it  conferred  no  beneHt  on  the  State, 
pressed  heavily  on  their  daily  bread.  He 
(Sir  John  Easthope)  would  be  no  party  to 
an  economy  which,  doing  no  good  to  the 
country,  might  do  much  damage  to  the 
administration  of  justice.  But  he  did 
most  sincerely  deplore,  when  they  talked 
of  economy,  that  they  did  not  go  to  that 
grand  source  of  the  distresses  of  the  peo- 
ple, which  was  viewed  throughout  the 
country  with  the  greatest  possible  dismuy. 
House  divided  on  the  question  thai 
3,600/.  stand  part  of  the  resolution— Ayes 
160;  Noes  3d:  Majority  114. 

List  of  the  Ay M. 

Emlyn,  Viscount 
KscotI,  B. 
Fellowes,  B. 
Ferrand,W.B. 
Fitxroy,  Captain 
Fieming,J.  W. 
FoUett,SirVV.W. 
ForesterJiD.C.  C.W. 
Forman,  T.  S. 
Fox,  C,  R. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gordon,  hon.  Captain 
Gore,  M. 

Goulbum,  rt.  hn.  II. 
Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
Grant,  Sir  A.  C. 
Greenall,  P. 
Greene,  T. 
Grey,  rt.  ho.  Sir  G. 
Grimsditch,  T. 
Grogan,  E. 
Harcourt,G.  G. 
IIardinge,rt,bn.SarIl. 
Hardy,  J. 
Harford,  S. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Ilenniker,  Lord 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hodgson,  R. 
liollond,  R. 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Hornby,  J. 
Hoskinsy  K. 
Hughes,  W.  B. 
Irion,  S. 
Irving,  J. 
Jermyn,  Ear! 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Jolliffe,  SirW.G.  H. 
Jones,  Captain 
Kemble,!!. 
Kerrison,  Sir  E. 
Knalchbally  right  hon. 

Sir  £. 
I^rpent,  Sir  G.  de  H. 


Ac1and,T.  D. 
Acton,  Colonel 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
Aldam,  W. 
Anix,J.  P. 
Antrobas,  B. 
Arbuthnot,hon.  H. 
Ashley,  Lord 
BaiUie,  Colonel 
Baird,  W. 
Bald  win,  C.B. 
Barrington,  Viscount 
Baskerville,  T.  B.  M. 
Beckett,  W. 
Btretford,  Major 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Borthwick.  P. 
Boifield,  B. 
Broadlev,  II. 
firooke,Kir  A.  B. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Brownrigg,  J.  S. 
Bnice,  Lord  E. 
Bruce,  Lord 
Bock,  L.  W. 
Campbell,  A, 
Canning,  rt.  hn.  Sir  S. 
Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
Clements,  Viscount 
Clerk,  Sir  6. 
Cole,hn.  A.H. 
Collet,  W.  R. 
Colville,  C.  R. 
Coote,  Sir  C.  H. 
Cowper,  hon.  W.  F. 
Cresswell,C. 
Crosse,  T.  B. 
Dawnay,  hn.  W.  H. 
Dawson,  hn.  T.  V. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
DoDoombe,  hn.  O. 
Easlbope,  Sir  J. 
Ebriogton,  Viscount 
Egcrlon,  W.  T. 
SIphinstoae,  H. 


I  Lennox,  Lord  A. 
!  Lincoln,  Earl  of 

Lindsay,  II.  H. 

Litton,  E. 

Lockhart,  W. 

Lyall,  G. 

Mackenzie,  W.  F. 

MacGeachy,  F.  A. 

Marshum,  Viscount 
I  Martin,  C.  Wv 

Marton,  G. 
I  Masterman,  J. 

Mitchell.T.A. 
i  Morgan,  O. 
;  Mundy,  E.  M. 
,  Murpliy,  V.  S. 

Newry,  Viscount 

NichoU,  rt.  hn.J. 

O'Brien,  A.  S. 

O'Connell,  M.  J. 

Ogle,S.  C.  H. 

Paget,  Lord  W. 

Pakington,  J.  S. 

Parker,  J. 

Peel,  rt.  hn.  Sir  R. 

Peel,  J. 

Pianta,  rt.hon.  J. 

Pollock,  Sir  F. 

Pringle,  A. 

Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 

Repton,  G.  W.  J. 

Rolieston,  Colonel 


Round,  J, 
Rous,  hon.  Captain 
Rushbrooke,  Colonel 
Scarlett,  hon.  R.  L. 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Shaw,  rt  hon.  P. 
Sheppard,  T. 
Smith,  A. 
Smith,  J.  A. 
Smith,  rt.  hn.  R.  V. 
Smythe,  hon.  G. 
Stuart,  H. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  T.E. 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
Towneley,  J. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.R. 
Trollope,  Sir  J. 
Veie,  Sir  C.  B. 
Verner,  Colonel 
Villiers,  Viscount 
Vyvyan,  Sir  R.  R. 
Waddington,  H.  S. 
Welby,  O.  E. 
Wigram,  J. 
Wood,  C. 
Wood,  Colonel 
Wortley,  hon.  J.  S. 
Yorke,  hon.  R.T. 

TfiLLERS. 

Fremaiitle,SirT. 
Baring,  H» 


List  of  the  Noes. 


Bowring,  Dr. 
Brothenon,  J. 
Bryan,  G. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Carnegie,  hon.  Capt 
Cobden,  R. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Dennistoun,  J. 
Divett,  £. 
Duncan,  G* 
Ferguson,  Colonel 
Fielden,  J. 
Fleetwood,  Sir  P.  II. 
Forster,  M. 
Gibson,  T.  M. 
Granger,  T.C. 
Johnston,  A* 
Layard,  Captain 
Leader,  J.  T. 
Morris,  D. 


Napier,  Sir  C. 
Pechell,  Captain 
Philips,  M. 
Plum  ridge,  Captain 
Reade,  W.  M. 
Sibthorp,  Colonel 
Stansfield,  W.  R.  C. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Stewart,  Pi  M. 
Thomtly,  T. 
Wakley,T. 
Walker,  R. 
Ward,H.G. 
Watson,  W.  H. 
Williams,  W. 
Wrighuon,  W.  B. 

TELLCaS. 

Ewart,  £. 
Hawes,  H, 


Resolution  agreed  to.— *CoiDmitiae  on 
the  Administration  of  Justice  Bill  inttmc* 
ted  to  incorporate  il  with  that  bill. 

Admimistratiov   or  Juiticb.]    Oq 
the  motion  of  the  if^/omey-Gtiiera/,  tb« 
House  went  into  committee  on  tha  Ad' 
ministration  of  Justice  (No.  2)  Bill. 
Clauses  up  to  16  were  agreed  to.  jp 
Upon  clause  17,  ^-^^^ 

Mr.    Watsm  wiahed  to  know  whether 
2  B2 
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any  alteration  was  to  be  made  in  the  ap- 
pellant jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. As  it  at  present  existed,  it  was  ex- 
tremely inconveuienty  as  the  appeal  was 
now  from  one  judge  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. Subjects  of  appeal  were  now  de- 
cided by  one  judge.  He  (Mr.  Watson) 
thought  that  three  out  of  the  five  equity 
judges  should  be  constituted  a  court  of 
appeal,  to  which  decisions  would  be  from 
time  to  time  referred.  The  great  expense 
consequent  on  appeals  to  the  House  of 
Lords  would  be  thus  put  an  end  to,  or  at 
least  diminished.  He  trusted  that  his 
learned  Friend  would  introduce  a  clause 
to  that  effect  in  the  present  bill. 

The  Attorney^General  was  by  no 
aieaos  prepared  to  deny  the  importance 
of  the  alteration  suggested  by  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  or  that  great  and  valuable 
changes  might  be  made  in  the  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery; 
but  he  did  not  hesitate  to  state  that  he 
had  no  intention  whatever  of  introducing 
into  this  bill  any  such  clause  as  that  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  Gentleman.  If  he  did 
so  during  the  present  Session,  he  would 
be  fairly  chargeable  with  crude  and  hasty 
legislation. 

Clause  agreed  to. 

On  clause  66^  which  proposes  compen- 
sation  to  certain  officers  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer, 

Mr.  Ward  rose,  and  said  this  was  the 
fit  occasion  for  him  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment, for  the  purpase  of  bringing  before 
the  House  a  subject  to  which  he  was 
anxious  to  draw  their  attention.  He  alluded 
to  the  case  of  the  hon.  Mr.  Scarlett,  to 
whom  it  was  proposed  by  this  clause  to 
give  compensation  for  being  deprived  of 
an  office — that  of  a  Master  of  the  Court 
of  Exchequer,  to  which  he  had  been  ap- 

S)inted  by  Lord  Abinger,  the  Lord  Chief 
aron.  He  had  to  beg  pardon  for  renew- 
ing a  question  in  which  a  Gentleman,  now 
an  hon.  Member  of  that  House,  was  con- 
cerned; but  at  the  same  time  the  case 
was  one  which  he  felt  imperatively  called 
upon  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  the 
House.  The  effect  of  the  amendment 
which  he  should  propose,  was,  that  the 
compensation  proposed  by  the  clause 
should  not  be  granted  to  any  officer  of 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  who  had  been 
appointed  to  his  official  employment  sub- 
sequent to  the  14th  of  March,  1840,  an 
amendment  that  would  at  once  bear  upon 
the  appointment  of  the  hon.  Member  for 


Horsham,  which  was  made  subsequently 
to  that  day.  On  the  day  in  question,  the 
14th  of  March,  1840,  a  bill  was  proposed, 
with  the  concurrence  of  all  parties,  for 
the  purpose  of  changing  the  constitution 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer.  Before  the 
bill  could  be  proceeded  with,  however,  a 
life  dropped,  and  an  office  became  vacant 
that  was  in  the  gifl  of  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron,  which,  although  by  the  bill  in 
question  it  was  about  to  be  abolished,  be 
immediately  filled  up  by  the  appointment 
of  his  son,  the  hon.  Mr.  Scarlett.  Yet 
that  Gentleman,  after  only  having  held 
the  office  since  March,  1840,  now  came 
and  claimed  compensation  for  an  office  to 
which  he  had  been  appointed  by  his  own 
father,  after  an  announcement  from  the 
highest  law  officers  in  the  country  that  it 
would  be  included  in  the  proposed 
changes.  And  it  further  appeared,  that 
the  same  Lord  Chief  Baron  was,  together 
with  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury, 
the  very  person  to  whom  the  decision  on 
the  question  of  compensation  was  to  be 
referred.  Then,  supposing  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  office  to  be  alx)ut  1,800/.  or 
2,000/.  a-year,  it  might  fairly  be  expected 
that  the  public  would  be  annually  charged 
with  a  sum  of  at  least  1,200/.  or  1,400/. 
a-year.  Now,  after  the  House  bad  taken 
the  trouble  to  come  to  a  division  on  the 
subject  of  the  salary  of  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor,  surely  in  a  matter  involving  a  much 
larger  sum,  and  when  the  justice  of  the 
proceeding  was  much  more  doubtful,  they 
would  not  refuse  inquiry.  It  appeared, 
however,  that  by  the  58th  clause  it  was 
further  provided,  that  when  the  hon.  Gen* 
tleman  should  succeed  to  the  peerage,  the 
compensation  should  cease.  But  surely 
this  made  the  whole  subject  still  more  re- 
markable, for  if  the  hon.  Mr.  Scarlett  was 
fairly  entitled  to  receive  the  compensation 
now,  he  would  be  equally  entitled  to  it 
should  he  succeed  to  the  peerage.  He 
might  perhaps  be  told  that  this  58th 
clause  had  been  inserted  in  consequence 
of  a  tacit  understanding  that  had  been 
come  to  in  the  late  House  of  Commons 
on  the  subject.  But  even  i^  such  a  com- 
pact existed,  it  was  nothing  at  all  to 
them  in  the  present  consideration  of 
the  matter.  They  were  to  take  the  case 
on  its  own  merits  as  it  came  before 
them.  He  denied,  however,  that  there 
existed  any  compact  or  understanding 
on  the  subject.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
only  by  a  majority  of  three,  on  a  division. 
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that  the  question  was  carried.  An  hon. 
Member  certainly  did  afterwards  move  a 
proposition  to  the  effect,  that  the  compen- 
sation should  cease  on  Mr.  Scarlett  be- 
coming a  .peer  of  Parliament,  but  that 
seemed  to  him  only  an  additional  reason 
why  they  should  look  most  strictly  at  this 
clause  before  they  again  made  themselves 
parties  to  so  equivocal  an  arrangement.  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  were  entitled  to  the 
compensation,  then  let  him  have  it  for  his 
whole  life;  but  if  he  was  not,  then  he 
thought  the  House  would  scarcely  refuse 
to  agree  to  a  proviso  to  the  efTect,  that  the 
compensation  clauses  should  only  apply 
to  those  who  were  appointed  to  their 
offices  prior  to  the  14th  of  March,  1840. 
The  hon.  Member  concluded  by  moving, 
to  insertthefollowingwords  in  the  clause: — 
'*  Who  was  appointed  to  his  office  prior  to 
the  14th  March,  1840." 

The  AHorney-GeneraU  (Sir  Frederick 
Pollock),  rose,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
correct  a  misapprehension  on  the  part  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield,  when  he 
bad  said,  that  clause  58  was  the  result  of 
a  compromise.  That  clause  was  not  in- 
serted as  a  compromise,  but  because  it  was 
considered  that,  on  succeeding  to  the  peer- 
ages Mr.  Scarlett  would  cease  to  hold  the 
office,  and  that,  therefore^  as  it  had  been 
by  Lord  Abinger  himself,  that  the  appoint- 
ment had  been  made,  it  was  only  fair  that 
the  compensation  should  cease  also.  With 
regard  to  the  question  itself,  he  quite 
agreed  with  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that, 
where  feelings  of  personal  friendship  and 
kindness  were  mixed  up,  it  was  always 
unpleasant  to  enter  upon  discussions  of 
this  kind,  but,  at  the  same  time,  both  the 
Hon.  Gentleman  and  himself  must  do  their 
duty.  Not  having  been  present  at  the 
former  discussion,  he  did  not  vote  in  the 
division  to  which  the  hon.  Member  referred ; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  entertained  a 
very  distinct  impression  on  the  subject, 
which  he  would  state  to  the  House.  Lord 
Abinger,  at  the  time  the  bill  was  brought 
in,  was  Lord  Chief  Baron,  and  a  vacancy 
occurred  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  which 
be  filled  up,  before  the  bill  for  abolishing 
that  court  had  been  proceeded  with  in 
Parliament,  though  a  bill  to  that  effect 
bad  been  brought  in  in  a  former  Session  of 
Parliament.  This  was  quite  true;  but  it 
was  a  mistake  to  suppose,  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  done,  that  the  proposition 
to  abolish  the  Court  of  Exchequer  met 
with  the  entire  concurrence  and  appro* 


bation  of  all  parties  concerned.  Lord 
Abinger  himself,  for  instance,  had  felt  dis« 
posed  to  resist  the  abolition  of  the  court 
until  a  period  long  after  the  appointment 
of  his  son,  and  many  Members  of  the  pro* 
fession  regretted  the  step.  The  complete 
severance  of  law  and  equity  which  [that 
bill  would  create,  was  considered  by  many 
Members  of  Westminster-hall  as  a  sort  of 
professional  grievance,  though  for  hisowo 
part,  he  would  at  once  admit  the  full  ba» 
nefit  which  the  bill  would  produce,  and  he 
did  not  mean  to  say  one  word  in  favour  of 
the  continuance  of  the  court.  But  the 
duty  of  Lord  Abinger,  under  such  circum*^ 
stances,  was  clear.  When  a  vacancy 
occurred  in  an  office  of  considerable  im- 
portance, requiring  for  the  fulfilment  of 
its  duties  a  person  of  considerable  expe* 
rience  and  professional  skill  and  know* 
ledge,  he  could  scarcely  expect  that  the 
place  would  be  accepted  by  one  of  fully 
competent  powers,  if  his  tenure  of  it  was 
only  to  be  temporary,  and  he  certainly 
must  say,  he  considered  Lord  Abinger  was 
justified  under  such  circumstances,  in 
looking  on  the  office  as  a  part  of  his  pat- 
ronage as  Lord  Chief  Baron ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  would  not  have  been  con- 
sistent with  what  he  owed  the  public  ser- 
vice, to  have  appointed  any  other  person 
who  would  have  taken  the  office  on  less 
favourable  terms  than  the  hon.  Member 
for  Horsham.  That  Gentleman  was  at  the 
time  a  member  of  the  legal  profession,  and 
had  given  up  one  or  two  situations  of  con- 
siderable amount,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
cepting this ;  and  he  repeated,  that  he 
thought  Lord  Abinger  had  a  perfect  right 
to  appoint  him  to  the  office.  He  did  not 
see  that  Lord  Abinger  had  any  legal, 
political,  or  moral  obligation,  to  consider 
the  office  condemned  at  the  time.  Rela- 
tionship constituted  no  disqualification  for 
an  office  under  such  circumstances.  Why 
should  Lord  Abinger  pass  over  his  own 
relation,  a  person  every  way  qualified,  and 
one  who  would  only  hold  the  office  during 
his  (Lord  Abinger's)  life,  and  appoint  a 
less  efficient  person,  unless  indeed  he  had 
appointed  some  person  who  would  have 
claimed  permanent  compensation?  He 
had  had  no  communication  with  Lord 
Abinger  on  the  subject,  and,  therefore, 
did  not  know  the  exact  circumstances 
under  which  the  appointment  was  made ; 
but  he  certainly  would  say,  that  consist- 
ently with  the  public  service,  and  a  due  re- 
gard to  his  own  right  of  patronage,  he  could 
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not  have  made^  under  the  circumstances 
which  he  had  alluded  to,  a  more  judicious 
appointment.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
not  alter  the  arrangement  made  last  Set- 
sion.  If  the  question  came  to  a  division, 
he  should  certainly  tupport  the  clause. 

Mr.  Ward  admitted,  that  there  was  no 
legal  or  political  obligation  on  Lord  Abin- 
ger  not  to  fill  up  the  situation,  but  he 
thought  the  hon.  Altorney*general  went  a 
little  too  far,  when  he  said  there  was  no 
moral  obligation  upon  him.  He  thought 
there  was  upon  him  the  moral  obligation 
of  consulting  the  public  interest  in  prefer- 
ence to  his  own  private  interest,  which 
seemed  to  have  prevailed  in  the  selection 
he  had  made.  With  reference  to  what  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  as  to  the  im- 
possibility  of  Lord  Abinger  obtaining  a 
suecessor  to  the  office  if  his  holding  was 
to  be  only  temporary,  he  (Mr.  Ward) 
could  only  say,  that  the  emolument  of 
2,000/.  a-year  would  be  quite  sufficient  to 
secure  a  competent  person,  even  though 
his  tenure  of  it  might  be  short.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  had  also  urged,  that  Mr.  Scar- 
lett had  given  up  offices  in  order  to  take 
this  appointment.  No  doubt  he  would 
have  been  very  |f  illing  to  give  up  those 
offices  in  order  to  secure  a  compensation 
of  1,400/.  a-year  utitil  he  should  succeed 
to  the  peerage.  But  he  put  it  to  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  who  came  into 
office  with  great  claims  on  the  public 
consideration,  and  disavowed  all  private 
and  personal  considerations  in  the  prepa- 
ration oi  the  measures  which  he  might  re- 
commend to  the  country,  whether  it  was 
an  auspicioos  commencement  to  his  new 
career,  in  which  they  were  told  he  would 
do  so  much  when  he  had  matured  his 
views,  and  came  to  state  his  plans  ? 

Sir  /?•  Peel  said,  if  he  remembered 
righfly,  the  noble  Lord  opposite,  when 
leader  of  the  House,  and  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Government  there,  entertained 
considerable  doubts  as  to  the  propriety  of 
thia  compensation.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
to  whom  the  compensation  was  to  be  paid 
was  not  then  in  the  House,  and  his 
brother  stated  the  circumstances  under 
which  he  had  accepted  the  office,  and 
there  was  at  that  time  a  claim  for  com* 
pensation. 

Mr.  Ward  interrupted  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  and  observed,  that  the  late 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  brought 
forward  the  very  motion  which  he  now 
proposed* 


Sir  0.  Grey  said^  that  the  late  Cbao- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  proposed  ibe 
bill  with  precisely  the  same  words  io  it  as 
those  now  embodied  in  the  motion  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Sheffield. 

Sir  R,  Peel  had  understood  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  J.  Russell)  to  have  acqui- 
esced  in  the  arrangement  as  being  per- 
fectly just. 

Sir  O.  Grey  said,  that  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion  on  the  former  bill  the  no- 
ble Lord  (Lord  J.  Russell)  had  spoken  of 
the  point  as  one  on  which  two  opinions 
might  fairly  be  held|  but  that  his  own  was 
against  giving  the  compensation  to  Mr. 
Scarlett.  The  noble  Lord  accordingly 
voted  against  the  compensation.  But| 
after  the  division,  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Wells  auggestedi 
that  at  all  events  the  compensation  ouglit 
not  to  be  continued  after  Mr*  Scarlett 
had,  by  being  raised  to  the  peerage, 
ceased  to  hold  the  office,  upon  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Exeter  at 
once  said,  the  proposition  was  so  reason- 
able, that  although  it  had  not  struck  those 
who  called  for  the  compensation,  they 
could  not  object  to  it,  and  it  was  agreed 
to  accordingly.  But,  in  the  first  instance, 
his  noble  Friend  had  been  against  the 
compensation. 

Tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  re- 
membered it  was  at  the  close  of  the  de* 
bate,  and  on  it  being  stated,  that  thu 
hon.  Member  for  Horsham  had  given  up 
other  offices  in  order  to  accept  this,  that 
the  noble  Secretary  for  the  Colonics  said, 
that  circumstance,  of  which  he  was  not 
aware,  very  much  altered  the  case* 

The  SolkUpr^General  (Sir  W.  FoUett) 
said,  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, after  hearing  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  Horsham  had  given  up  other  offices  in 
order  to  accept  this,  at  once  said  he  would 
be  willing  to  give  him  compensation  to 
the  extent  of  those  offices,  and  the  noble 
Lord  (Lord  J.  Russell)  then  also  thougbti 
that  the  case  was  much  altered  by  the 
fact  of  those  offices  having  been  given  up. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  was  quite 
right  in  saying,  that  the  noble  Lord  had 
voted  against  the  compensation  in  the 
division  on  that  occasion. 

Sir  R.  Peel  continued  by  observing^ 
that  his  only  wish  had  been,  that  the  bill 
should  be  now  brought  forward  in  the 
same  state  in  which  it  had  been  dropped 
last  year,  and  his  impression  certainly  had 
beeui  that  the  noble  Lord  (Lord  J*  Rus* 
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•all),  on  hearing  the  statement  of  the 
brother  of  the  hon*  Member  for  Horsham, 
that  he  had  given  up  other  offices  in  order 
to  accept  this,  had  acquiesced  in  the  rea-> 
Bonableness  of  the  principle  of  compensa* 
lion  I  and  the  House  of  Commons  were  of 
that  opinion.  He  was  at  once  ready  to 
admit,  that  the  decision  of  the  late  House 
was  not  necessarily  obligatory  on  this,  and 
that  the  decision  of  the  present  case  ought 
to  rest  on  its  merits,  but  at  the  some  time 
it  did  appear  to  him,  that  the  present 
claim  for  compensation  rested  upon  the 
same  principle  on  which  compensation  in 
such  cases  had  usually  been  granted.  The 
hon. Gentleman  opposite  was  clearly  wrong 
in  supposing,  that  any  compromise  had 
been  entered  into  in  limiting  the  compen- 
sation to  the  time  at  which  the  hon. 
Member  for  Horsham  should  succeed  to 
the  peerage;  on  the  contrary,  the  office 
waa^sot  tenable  by  him  after  his  elevation 
to  the  peerage.  It  had  also  been  stated 
to  the  House,  that  at  the  time  at  which 
the  appointment  was  made,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  office  should  be  filled,  and 
the  court  could  not  do  without  an  officer 
of  the  sort.  That  being  so,  and  Lord 
Abtnger  being  then  in  the  possession  of 
the  legal  rights  and  privileges  of  his  office 
as  Lord  Chief  Baron,  the  mere  notice  of 
an  intention  on  the  part  of  a  Member  of 
Parliament  or  of  the  Government  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  deprive  the  officer  in 
question  of  the  emoluments  to  which  he 
was  entitled,  ought  not  to  be  considered 
equivalent  to  a  dismissal  of  him  from 
them.  Notice  of  an  intention  to  bring  in 
such  a  bill  had  certainly  been  given,  but 
no  act  of  the  Legislature  had  passed  af* 
fecttng  the  legal  privileges  of  the  court—* 
privileges  which  had,  no  doubt,  always 
been  considered  as  part  and  parcel  of  the 
remuneration  of  the  judicial  office,  and  so 
looked  upon  in  estimating  the  amount  of 
salary  to  be  attached  to  it,  as  affording 
the  means  of  providing  for  members  of 
the  family.  In  the  present  case,  what  had 
been  affirmed  to  be  a  fitting  and  neces- 
sary appointment  had  been  made,  and  the 
choice  of  Uie  judge  had  fallen  on  a  mem- 
ber of  his  own  family,  who  had  relin* 
quished  his  profession  and  other  lucrative 
situations  in  order  to  accept  this  appoint- 
ment. He  submitted,  that  no  political 
considerations  ought  to  interfere  with  a 
just  view  of  the  case,  or  ought  to  be  suf- 
fered to  violate  the  principles  which  had 
regulated  retiring  pensions;  and  the  pre- 


sent case  was  also  analogous  to  those 
other  cases  where  compensation  had  been 
granted  with  limitations.  With  reference 
to  the  bill  of  last  year,  he  had  certainly 
entertained  a  strong  impressbn  that  the 
noble  Lord  had  felt  that  the  principle  of 
compensation  (after  the  explanation  of 
Major  Scarlett)  applied  to  the  case  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Horsham ;  but  he  cer- 
tainly must  now  repeat,  that  on  the  very 
reason  of  the  thing,  the  justice  of  giving 
some  compensation  being  admitted  on  all 
hands,  no  personal  nor  political  consider- 
ations ought  to  be  allowed  to  interfere. 
It  certainly  would  be  a  most  dangerous 
principle  to  establish,  should  a  mere  no- 
tice of  an  alteration  in  the  law  be  suffi- 
cient to  disentitle  an  individual  from  the 
exercise  of  privileges  of  which  he  was 
then  in  the  enjoyment. 

Mr.   Aglionby  quite  agreed   with   the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  unjust  than  to  allow  personal  or 
political  considerations  to  interfere  with 
the  just  settlement  of  this  question.     He 
hoped,  that  hon.  Members  would  guard 
themselves  against  the  great  danger  of 
being  infioenced  in  the  vote  they  should 
give  by  motives  of  personal  kindness  and 
affection  towards  those  who  might  have  a 
strong  pecuniary  interest  in  this  question. 
It  had  been  stated,  that  Mr.  Scarlett  had 
given  up  other  offices,  the  retention  of 
which  was  incompatible  with  a  a  master* 
ship    in    the  Exchequer;  he  should   be 
glad  to  know  what  those  offices  were ;  he 
did  not  think  they  could  be  fairly  called 
offices.      One,  he  believed,  was  an  ap- 
pointment as  counsel  to  the  Mint.     In 
that  capacity  he  might  take  on  himself  to 
say  Mr.  Scarlett  had  most  efficiently  per- 
'  formed  his  duties ;  indeed,  he  knew  no 
j  man  who  was  more  respected  in  the  pro- 
.  fession,  or  who  was  accustomed  to  perform 
I  the  duties  which  fell  to  his  lot  in  a  more 
!  creditable  manner,  than  his  hon.  Friend 
,  the  Member  for   Horsham.     But,  apart 
from  all  such  feelings,  he  (Mr.  Aglionby) 
'  must  be  guided,  on  a  question  of  this  na- 
ture, by  a  sense  of  public  duty.     Mr. 
Scarlett  must  have  taken  this  office  with 
his  eyes  open,  well  knowing  that  it  must 
soon  be  abolished,  and  having  then  made 
the  necessary  calculations  of  profit  and 
loss,-  he  could  not  fairly  be  considered 
'  entitled  to  compensation  under  this  bill. 
At  all  events,  the  arrangement  which  he 
understood  was  suggested  in  the  last  Par- 
;  Itamenty  limiting  the  compensation  to  the 
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office  be  held  was  abolished  by  Parlia* 
ment?  In  no  single  instance  where  com* 
pensation  had  been  awarded  by  the  House, 
had  the  principle  been  laid  down  or  acted 
upon  which  was  now  contended  for  by 
the  hon.  Member  opposite.  The  inrart- 
able  practice  had  been  to  give  compensa- 
tion to  persons  actually  in  possession  of 
the  offices  to  be  abolished.  Having, 
therefore,  shown,  that  not  only  was  there 
no  moral  obligation  on  the  Lord  Chief 
Baron  not  to  fill  up  the  vacancy,  but  that 
he  was  bound  by  act  of  Parliament  and 
in  justice  to  the  public  to  make  the  ap* 
pointment,  he  would  only  refer  to  the  ob- 
servations upon  this  point  made  last  Par- 
liament by  two  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
men, who  were  certainly  not  agreed  in 
politics  with  Mr.  Scarlett — the  one  was 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Chester 
( Mr.  Jervis)  the  other  his  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  the  Member  for  Liskeard  (Mn  C. 
Buller).     Mr.  Jervis  said, 

*^  That  be  meant  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Exeter,  on 
the  ground  that  Lord  Abinger  had  a  right  to 
appoint  a  person  to  the  office,  and  that  the 
individual  so  appointed,  had  therefore  a  right 
to  compensation  on  being  deprived  of  it.''* 

The  other  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
said, 

*'  He  thought  that  the  House  ought  to  act 
liberally  in  compensating  persons  deprived  of 
any  office  in  consequence  of  improvements  in 
the  law.  They  ought  to  do  so,  not  only  in 
justice  but  in  policy,  because  the  slightest  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  Parliament  to  act 
illiberally  towards  persons  so  situated  would 
make  the  passing  of  any  measure  of  reform 
matter  of  great  difficulty.  What  was  the  worth 
of  these  two-penny-half-penny  questions  com- 
pared with  the  great  good  which  would  be 
gained  by  a  reform  like  the  one  now  pro- 
posed? He  thought,  that  tlie  Court  of  fix- 
chequer  had  behaved  admirably  on  this  occa- 
sion, as  Lord  Abinger  had  offered  no  opposi- 
tion to  a  bill  which  would  strip  him  of  a  great 
deal  of  patronage.'' 

With  respect  to  the  58th  clause,  he 
had  only  to  say,  that  Mr.  Scarlett  had 
himself  stated  to  him,  that  as  he  could 
not  with  propriety  hold  the  office  of  mas- 
ter in  the  Exchequer  when  he  should 
have  succeeded  to  the  dignity  5f  a  peer 
of  the  realm,  he  felt  that  the  compensa- 
tion should  not  extend  beyond  the  time 
during  which  he  should  continue  to  hold 


loss  sustained  by  resigning  the  previous 
appointments,  was  a  much  more  reason- 
able proposition,  and  he  hoped  the  Solici- 
tor-general would  see  the  propriety  of 
adopting  it  as  an  equitable  compromise. 
With  respect  to  the  58th  clause  of  the 
bill,  he  could  not  help  regarding  it  as 
alike  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the 
House,  and  the  station  of  bis  hon.  and 
learned  Friend. 

The  Solicitor' General  begged  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  to  remember,  that 
in  referring  to  the  arrangement  suggested 
last  Parliament  of  a  compensation  re- 
stricted to  the  loss  which  Mr.  Scarlett 
sustained  by  resigning  the  offices  pre- 
viously held,  he  the  (Solicitor-general) 
had  given  no  opinion  whatever  favourable 
to  such  a  proposition ;  nor  had  he  alluded 
to  it  as  any  reason  why  he  should  not 
receive  compensation  under  this  bill.  The 
ground  on  which  he  had  put  the  matter 
before,  and  that  on  which  he  rested  the 
claim  now,  was  this :  Mr.  Scarlett  was  in 
justice  entitled  to  compensation,  not  with 
reference  to  anything  he  had  given  up, 
but  because  he  was  holding  now  an  office 
in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  which  was  to 
be  abolished  by  the  bill  now  before  the 
House.  The  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield 
had  expressed  an  opinion,  that  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron  was  not,  in  justice  to  the 
public,  called  upon  to  fill  up  the  vacancy 
which  had  occurred.  The  hon.  Member 
should  have  been  aware,  that  by  act  of 
Parliament  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  was 
bound  to  fill  it  up.  But  even  if  no 
statute  applied  to  the  case,  it  was  quite 
impossible  that  the  Lord  Chief  Baron 
could  allow  one  of  the  offices  of  Master 
in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  to  remain  va- 
cant. The  performance  of  the  regular 
business  of  the  court,  in  which  every 
suitor  had  an  interest,  required  that  the 
vacancy  should  be  supplied.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield  was  also  mistaken 
in  supposing,  that  when  the  bill  was 
brought  into  the  House  of  Lords  there 
was  a  general  concurrence  of  opinion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  abolishing  the  office. 
It  was  quite  essential,  he  repeated,  that 
the  Lord  Chief  Baron  should  fill  up  the 
vacancy.  That  being  so,  some  practising 
barrister,  some  one  taken  from  the  bar, 
must  have  been  appointed;  and  whether 
he  held  the  office  of  counsel  to  the  Mint 
or  not,  he  must  give  up  some  practice  and 
some  emolument;  why,  then,  should  he 
not  be  entitled  to  compensation  when  the 
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the  office.  That  was  the  ground  on  which 
the  proposition  then  made  was  acceded 
to  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Scarlett.  He 
had  onlv  farther  to  state,  that  the  amend- 
ment, if  adopted,  would  not  merely  affect 
Mr.  Scarlett,  but  deprive  other  officers  of 
compensation  who  nad  purchased  their 
situations  in  the  Exchequer  at  the  usual 
rate.  He  therefore  hoped  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber would  not  press  his  amendment  to  a 
division;  if  he  persisted  in  doing  so,  he 
bad  no  doubt  the  House  would  adhere  to 
the  decision  it  had  formerly  pronounced 
upon  this  matter,  and  thus  do  justice  to 
all  parties. 

Mr.  Hatoes  thought  the  question  nar- 
rowed itself  to  this — whether,  at  the  time 
of  this  vacancy,  it  would  not  have  been 
quite  possible  to  make  a  provisional  ap- 
pointment ?  He  had  no  doubt  that  Gen- 
tferoen  could  be  found  who  were  fully  com- 
petent, and  who  would  be  quite  willing  to 
take  the  office  on  such  conditions.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel),  seemed 
to  think  that  this  office  should  be  looked 
on  as  patronage,  going  in  the  shape  of 
just  emolument  to  the  judge.  Was  not 
7,000/.  a-year  sufficient  ?  And  were  we 
to  understand  that  family  jobs  were  neces- 
sary to  make  this  large  salary  still  larger  ? 
If  this  were  so,  what  became  of  the  recom- 
mendations of  this  Gentleman,  and  of  the 
professional  skill  said  to  be  so  essential  to 
the  office  ?  If  it  were  a  mere  instrument 
for  the  aggrandisement  of  the  judge,  a 
man  who  was  no  lawyer  could  be  appointed 
to  the  office  just  as  well  as  one  who  was. 
They  should  be  careful  not  to  lose  sight 
in  that  House  of  the  principle  of  a  just 
economy,  and  he  should  therefore  support 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Watsim  believed,  it  was  generally 
understood  that  the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
as  at  present  constituted,  would  be  abo- 
lished when  this  situation  was  filled  up. 
Now,  what  was  the  course  taken  in  a  case 
precisely  similar?  In  1830,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  abolish  the  Welch  judicature,  but 
It  was  found  necessary  to  appoint  judges 
after  this  notification,  and  those  so  nomi- 
nated were  deemed  not  entitled  to  com- 
pensation though  the  others  were.  And 
not  only  the  judges,  but  the  officers  ap- 
pointed after  the  announcement  of  a  de- 
termination to  do  away  with  the  tribunal, 
distinctly  understood  that  no  compensa- 
tion was  to  be  given  for  their  services. 
If  the  principle  contended  for  on  the  other 
side  were  a  just  one,  a  man  might  be  ap- 


pointed to  an  office  in  the  Court  of  Ex« 
chequer  this  very  day,  and  yet  claim  full 
and  entire  compensation  for  the  loss  of  a 
situation  which  he  knew  he  could  not  hoio 
for  a  month. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wished 
to  state  to  the  House,  exactly  what  was 
the  history  of  this  clause.  The  bill,  as  it 
originally  stood,  had  not  a  clause  limiting 
the  compensation  to  those  who  held  offices 
in  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  prior  to  the 
14th  of  March,  1840;  but  his  predecessor, 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Portsmouth 
(Mr.  F.  Baring),  introduced  one  to  that 
effect  as  an  amendment.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  the  county  of  Waterford,  towards 
the  end  of  the  discussion  stated,  that, 

**  Mr.  Scarlett  had  actually  given  up  a  situ^ 
ation  worth  500/.  a-year,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  able  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  new  situ* 
ation.*' 

Upon  which  Major  Scarlett  observed, 
that  the  situation  which  Mr.  Scarlett  so 
resigned,  was  that  of  counsel  to  the  Mint 
and  to  the  Post-office.  The  late  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  then  said,  he 
thought  that  the  fact  of  Mr.  Scariett  hav- 
ing resigned  another  situation  ought  to 
come  under  the  consideration  of  the  Trea- 
sury. He  hoped  that  the  clause  would 
be  so  altered  as  to  give  the  Treasury  a 
discretionary  power  to  grant  a  limited 
compensation.  His  hon.  and  learned 
Friend  (Sir  W.  FoUett),  however,  did  not 
feel  justified  in  assenting  to  the  proposi- 
tion. Mr.  Scarlett,  he  said,  had  certainly 
given  up  the  situation  referred  to;  but  he 
rested  tne  claim  to  compensation  on  other 
grounds. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  the  doctrine  he  held 
upon  this  subject  was  at  any  rate  not  a 
novel  one— namely,  that  in  the  abolition 
of  patronage  attached  to  judicial  offices  it 
was  but  right  to  consider  its  amount  in 
estimating  the  compensation.  There  were 
two  or  three  reports  of  committees  which 
recognised  the  means  of  appointing  mem« 
hers  of  a  family,  duly  qualified  of  course, 
as  a  very  valuable  piece  of  patronage,  and 
the  principle  for  which  he  contended  was,  • 
in  fact,  recognised  by  the  statute  law  of 
the  land.  'Hie  right  hon.  Baronet  read 
the  preamble  of  an  act  passed  in  1825, 
which  made  a  provision  for  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Common  Pleas,  in  lieu  of 
certain  valuable  patronage  which  was 
taken  away  by  the  act. 

Sir  6.  Orey:  But  these  were  saleable 
offices.  <^ 
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Mr*  )Vard:  It  the  right  hon.  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer  prepared  to  act  on 
the  grounds  which  he  attribatet  to  the 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  at  form* 
ing  the  reason  why  the  latter  assented  to 
some  compensation^  and  to  say,  that  he 
will  conBne  the  amount  of  compensation 
to  the  loss  sustained  by  Mr.  Scarlett,  in 
giving  op  the  situations  which  he  held 
previous  to  his  appointment  of  Master  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Baring)  seemed 
to  conclude  that  Mr«  »Scarlett  was  entitled 
to  compensation  for  the  office  of  Master, 
which  has  been  abolished  in  consequence 
of  having  given  up  the  situations  which  he 
previously  held. 

'  Mr.  C*  Wood :  His  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Baring),  never  admitted  that  a  posi* 
tive  right  to  compensation  was  made  out 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Scarlett.  All  he  said 
wasj  that  a  discretionary  power  should  be 
given  to  the  Qovernment  as  to  what  allow* 
ance  should  be  granted,  the  plain  mean* 
ing  of  which  was,  that  Mr.  Scarlett  should 
receive  a  recompense  for  the  offices  which 
he  had  abandoned  on  being  nominated  to 
the  Exchequer.  That  this  was  the  deter- 
mination of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  was 
plainly  shown  by  the  fact,  that  he  voted 
against  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor-general  (Sir  W.  Follett), 
for  giving  full  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
the  Mastership. 

Viscount  Palmereion :  His  hon.  Friend 
the  Member  for  Sheffield,  had  asked  a 
question  to  which  no  distinct  answer  had 
been  given.  His  hon.  Friend  had  asked, 
whether  the  Government  would  agree  to 
limit  the  compensation  to  be  given  to  Mr. 
Scarlett,  to  the  value  of  those  offices 
stated  to  be  abandoned  by  him  when  he 
accepted  the  situation  in  the  Exchequer  ? 
That  was  a  plain,  simple  question,  and  it 
would  be  satisfactory  to  have  it  replied  to 
one  way  or  the  other. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer:  I 
am  quite  ready  to  say,  that,  havmg  well 
considered  the  grounds  of  my  vote  on 
a  former  occasion,  I  am  not  prepared,  for 
the  sake  of  any  temporary  or  apparent 
popdarity»  to  swerve  from  the  opin* 
ion  then  acted  upon.  I  believe  that 
Lord  Abinger  had  a  perfectly  legal  right 
to  make  the  appointment ;  that  Mr.  Scar* 
lett  was  properlv  nominated  to  it;  that 
the  buaineas  of  the  court  could  not  have 
gone  on  without  filling  up  the  vaoancy ; 


and  that  no  inducement  being  held  out  to 
any  individual  to  reaign,  and  all  imputation 
of  jobbing  being  therefore  sroundless,  it 
will  only  be  in  accordance  with  all  former 
procedure,  that  the  clause  should  pasa  in 
its  present  shape. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  question 
that  the  words  proposed  by  Mr.  Wood 
be  inserted  in  the  clause: — Ayes  81; 
Noes  140 :— Majority  69. 

List  qfthe  Ayes. 


Aldam.  W. 
Berkeley,  hn.  Captain 
Bowrtng,  Dr. 
BrothertoD,  J. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Bryan,  G. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Cave,  hon.  R,  O. 
Clements,  Viscount 
Cobden,  R. 
CoUins,  W. 
Cowper,  boo.  W.  F. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Dawson,  hon.  T.  V. 
Dennistoun,  J. 
Dirett,  £. 
Dunoao,  G. 
Oundas,  Capt.  D. 
Fasthope,  SirJ. 
Ebrington,  Viscount 
Ellis,  W. 
Elpbinstone,  H. 
Ewart,  W. 
Ferguson,  Colonel 
Fieklen,  J. 
Ferrand,  W.  B. 
Forster,  M. 
Fojc,  C.  R. 
Gill,  T. 

Granger,  T.  C. 
Grey,  rt.  hn.  Sir  G. 
Harris,  J.  Q. 
Hawes,  B. 
HeathcoatyJ. 
UoUond,  R. 
Hoskins,  K. 
Howard,  Lord 
Howard,  hon.  H. 
Humphery,  Mr.  Aid. 
Jardine,  W. 
Larpent,  Sir  O.  de  H. 
Layard,  Captain 


Leader,  J.  T. 
Martin,  J. 
Mitchell,  T«  A. 
Morris,  D. 
Murphy,  F.  S. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
(yConnell,  M.  J. 
Paget,  Colonel 
Palmeistoo,  Visooant 
Parker,  J. 
Pecbell,  CapUin 
Philips,  M. 
Pinney,  W. 
Plumridge,  Captain 
Protberoe,  E. 
Ram8botton,J. 
Rawdon,  Colonel 
Reade,  W.  M. 
Rennie,  G- 
Seale,  Sir  J.  U. 
Seymour,  Lord 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 
Somers,  J.  P. 
Stansfieid,  W.  R.C. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Stewart,  P.  M. 
Staart,  Lord  J. 
Tliomley,  T. 
Towneley,  J. 
Troubridge,  Sir  E,  T. 
Tufiiel!,H. 
Wakley,T. 
Walker,  R. 
Watson,  W.  U. 
Wigoey,  L  N. 
Williams,  W. 
Wood,C. 
Wrightson,  W.  B. 
Yorke,  U.  R. 

TKtLCaS. 

Ward,  H. 
A|lionby,  U.  A. 


LUt  of  the  Noes. 


Aeland,  T.  D. 
Ackers,  J. 
Acton,  Colonel 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
Allix.J.  P. 
Antrobus,  £. 
Baillie,  Colonel 
Baird,  W. 
fiaklwia,  C.  a 


Baskerville,T.B.M. 
Beckett,  W. 
Beresford,  M^or 
Blakemore.  R« 
Boldero,  II.  O. 
Bortkwick,  P. 
Boscawen,  Lord 
Botfiekl,  &       Jp 
Broadlnilfc^O 
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Brookei  Sir  A.  B. 
BroWDfigg,  J.  S. 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Burrell,  Sir  C.  M. 
Campbell,  A. 
Canning,  ft.bn.  SIrS. 
Caroegie,  Hon.  Capt. 
Cbapman,  A. 
Cbelaeaj  Visooont 
Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
Clerk,  Sir  O* 
Cole,  hon.  A.  II. 
CoUelt,  W.  R. 
Colfiile,  Ci  R. 
Coote,  Sir  C.  11. 
Courteoay,  Viscounl 
Creatwell,  C« 
Crosse,  T.  B. 
DawnaVy  boa.  W.  II. 
Dodd,  6. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Duncombe,  hon.  0. 
Egerton,  W.  T. 
Emlya,  Viscount 
Escoit,  B* 
Fiuroy,  Captain 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Follett,  Sir  W.  W.     ' 
Forester,  hon.  G.C.W. 
Forraan,  T.  S, 
Puller,  A.  E. 
Gladstone,  rt  hn.W«B. 
Gordon,  hn.  Captain 
Gore,  M. 
Goring,  C. 

Goulburn,  rt.  hon*  II. 
Ciraham,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Grant,  Sir  A.  C. 
Oreenall,  P. 
Ortnisditob,  T. 
GrimstoD,  Vtsoount 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Hamilton^  Lord  C. 
Ilaroourti  G.  G. 
llardinge,  rt.  hn.Sir  H 
Henley,  J.  W. 
llenniker,  Lord 
Herbert,  bon.  S. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Hope,  A. 
Hope,  O.  W. 
Hornby,  J. 
Hughes,  W.B. 
Inon,  8. 
Iffiof ,  J. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
JoUiffe,  Sir  W.  G. 
Jones,  Captain 
Kembte,  H. 
Kerrison,  Sir  E. 
Knatcbbull,rt.bn  .Sir  E. 
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KDight,  H.  G. 
Lawson,  A« 
Lennox,  Lord  A. 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lindsay,  H.  H. 
Litton,  E. 
Loekhart,  W. 
Lowtber,  J.  H. 
Lyall,G< 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
Maclean,  D* 
MacGeaohy,  F.  A. 
March,  Earl  of 
Marsham,  Viscount 
Martin,  C.W. 
Martyn.  C.  C. 
Mastermao,J. 
Morgan,  O. 
Mundy,  E.  M. 
Murray,  C.  R.  S. 
Newry,  Viscount 
Nicholl,  rt.  hon.  J. 
O'Brien,  A«  S. 
Paget,  Lord  W. 
Pakington,  J.  S. 
Feel,  rt.  hn.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Pemberton,  T. 
Polhill,  F. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Pringle,  A. 
Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 
ReptoD,G.  W.  J. 
Rolleston.  Colonel 
Rose,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G* 
Round,  J. 

Rushbrooke,  Colonel 
Sandon,  Viscount 
Scott,  hon*  Ft 
Sbaw,  rt.  hon.  F« 
Sbeppard,  T. 
Smytoe,  boo.  G. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stuart,  H. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  T.  E. 
Tennent,  J.  E. 
Trevor,  lion.  G.  R. 
Trollope,  Sir  J. 
Trotter,  J. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Verner,  Colonel 
ViUiers,  Viscount 
Waddtngton,  H.  S. 
Welby,  O.  E. 
Wigram,  J. 
Wood,  Colonel 
Wortley,  hon*  J.  S. 
U.    Wyndham,  Colonel 

TtLtfiRS. 

Premantle,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  H. 


Remaining  clautM  agreed  to. 
The   HovM  reiomed.    Report 
xoceifed. 


to  be 


Supply  ^i— DisTHBM  op  thr  Goun« 
TftY.]  Sir  George  Clerk  moved  that  th« 
Hottte  ahould  resolve  itself  into  a  com* 
mittee  of  supply. 

Mr.  P.  Stewart  rose  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  a  petition  whicb  he  pre^* 
sented  on  Tuesday  last,  from  the  county 
of  Renfrew.  He  felt  bound  to  take  this 
course  in  discharge  of  the  duty  which  he 
owed  not  only  to  hid  own  constituency, 
but  to  (he  country  generally,  and,  under 
these  circumstances,  he  trusted  that  he 
should  be  acquitted  of  trespassing  unne- 
cessarily upon  the  time  of  the  House,  or  of 
offering  a  factious  opposition  to  the  Go* 
vernment.  The  county  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  represent,  was,  like  other  manu- 
facturing districts,  in  a  state  of  deep  and 
increasing  distress.  His  constituents  had 
forwarded  a  memorial  to  her  Majesty, 
setting  forth  the  deep  distress  under  which 
they  laboured,  and  praying  her  Majesty 
not  to  consent  to  the  prorogation  of  Par-* 
liament  nntil  some  means  had  been  devised 
for  alleviating  their  sufferings*  Another 
memorial,  to  the  same  effect,  had  baen 
sent  to  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Tarn* 
worth.  The  petition  which  he  presented 
on  Tuesday,  referring  to  Paisley,  stated, 
that  within  the  last  two  months  several  of 
the  leading  manufacturing  and  commercial 
houses  in  that  town  had  failed,  involving 
losses  to  the  extent  of  upwards  of  700,000/. 
The  petitioners  ascribed  these  failures  to 
the  fact  of  the  markets  being  closed 
asainst  the  manufacturers,  and  thev  com- 
plained that  they  had  been  deprived  of  the 
remedy  held  out  to  them  by  the  late  Go< 
vernment,  by  the  operations  and  restilts  of 
a  political  contest.  It  was  further  repre* 
sented,  that,  at  the  present  moment  there 
were  650  heads  of  families  out  of  employ- 
ment in  Paisley.  Suffering  and  disease 
were  increasing  to  an  appalling  amount, 
and  a  medical  authority  declared  thai  it 
was  mainly  attributable  to  the  want  of 
sufficient  food,  and  to  the  use  of  it  in  an 
adulterated  form.  The  attention  of  the 
House  was  also  called  to  the  fact,  that 
there  were  at  present  1,200  loomsteads 
untenanted  In  Paisley.  In  this  deplorable 
state  of  things,  private  charity  bad  been 
resorted  to  over  and  oyer  again ;  bat  that 
source  of  relief  was  now  exhausted^  and 
the  suffering  population  had  no  resource 
but  to  appeal  to  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  to  oeseech  it  to  take  their  case  into 
consideration  before  the  doors  of  Parlia- 
ment were  closed  for  an  indefiaite  p«riod« 


769  Skippfy— Distress  {COMMONS} 

He  would  read  to  the  House  two  extracts 
from  letters  he  had  received  respecting;  the 
state  of  Paisley  and  Johnstone.  First,  as 
regarded  Paisley : —    ^ 

"  Unless  it  were  the  effects  of  war  or  pesti* 
lence,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  conceive  any 
state  of  thin;|^  which  could  create  such  a  com- 
plete disruption  of  society  as  is  going  on  here, 
arising  wholly  from  the  grievous  monopolies, 
and  other  burdens,  to  which  the  trade  of  the 
country  is  subject^.  The  effect  of  this  state 
of  things  is,  that  our  best  tradesmen  are  trans- 
sporting  themselves  to  America  in  great  num- 
bers, while  houses  and  shops  stand  unoccupied, 
and  in  many  parts  of  this  formerly  busy  town 
the  proprietors  are  actually  allowing  their 
houses  to  ffo  to  ruin.  The  friendly  societies, 
those  invaluable  institutions,  are  fast  going  to 
wreck ;  and  thus  our  most  spirited  tradesmen 
will  have  nothing  left  when  attacked  by  in- 
firmity  or  disease,  but  to  sink  to  the  wretched 
condition  of  paupers." 

The  accoant  respecting  Johnstone  was 
as  follows :  - 

**  As  a  proof  of  the  melancholy  depression 
prevalent  in  Johnstone,  it  will  be  sufficient  to 
state  the  fact,  that,  at  the  present  moment,  of 
the  sixteen  cotton  mills  in  the  town,  only  four 
are  in  operation.  In  the  machine-shops  not 
one-fourth  of  the  hands  are  employed ;  and  in 
the  collieries,  where  two  years  ago  400  hands 
were  employed,  now  we  have  only  108,  and 
these  not  in  full  employ.  The  wages  of  la- 
bour, even  to  those  who  are  fiilly  employed, 
does  not  afford  the  means  of  hesdthy  subsist- 
ence, and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
one-half  of  the  disease  and  death  that  have 
been  in  Johnstone  for  some  months  past  have 
been  the  effects  of  destitution,  either  by  the 
decay  of  nature  accelerated,  or  of  disease  in- 
duced by  scanty  and  unwholesome  food.  As 
regards  cases  of  individual  suffering,  let  the 
worst  be  imagined,  and  it  cannot  go  beyond 
the  truth.  I  could  tell  you  of  mothers  dividing 
a  birthing  salt  herring  and  a  halfpenny-worth 
of  potatoes  among  a  family  of  seven ;  of  others 
mixing  sawdust  with  oatmeal  in  making  their 
porridge,  to  enable  each  to  have  a  mouthful ; 
and  of  families  living  for  ten  days  on  beans  and 
peas  and  ears  of  wheat  stolen  by  the  children 
from  the  neighbouring  fields.  This  state  of 
suffering  is  a  reproach  to  a  Christian  country, 
and  being  beyond  the  reach  of  private  bene- 
ficence to  relieve^  it  becomes  a  duty,  alike 
urged  by  the  demands  of  humanity  and  the 
requirements  of  religion,  that  something  be 
done  promptly  and  efficiently  by  Government 
to  remove  this  mountain  mass  of  misery,  by 
opening  markets  for  the  industry  of  the  willing 
artisans,  l-hope.  that  the  inemorial  to  her 
Majesfjytot  to  prorogue  Parliament  until  they 
have  entered  upon  a  full  consideration  of  the 
com  and  provision  laws,  will  be  graciously  re- 
ceived, and  answered  to  the  satisfaction  of  a 
f  tarving  people." 
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He  could  vouch  for  the  accanicy  of 
those  statements.  The  petition  from 
Paisley  concluded  with  this  prayer  :-* 

'4l**As  winter  is  now  approaching  your  peti* 
tioners  feel  that  they  would  be  wanting  in  duly 
to  the  public,  if  they  did  not  lay  a  statement 
of  the  case  before  Parliament,  that  they  may 
be  pleased  to  take  the  condition  of  this,  and 
the  other  distressed  manufacturing  commu<« 
nities  of  the  kingdom  into  their  early  and 
serious  consideration.  May  it  therefore  please 
your  honourable  House,  before  adjourning,  to 
take  the  present  distressed  state  of  the  country 
into  your  immediate  and  most  serious  eonsi- 
deration,  and  to  devise  such  speedy  means  of 
relief  as  to  your  honourable  House  may  seem 
meet." 

It  appeared  to  him  that  such  a  petition, 
presented  under  such  circumstances,  was 
entitled  to  more  consideration  from  the 
House  than  it  could  obtain  from  being 
merely  laid  upon  the  Table.  It  was  not 
fair  to  make  the  late  Government  charge- 
able with  the  distressed  condition  of  the 
country,  because  the  best  Government 
could  not  always  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  such  a  state  or  things.  But,  the  ex- 
istence of  the  distress  being  admitted, 
any  Government  which  deserved  to  hold 
the  reins  of  power  for  a  single  hour  was 
bound  to  make  some  effort  to  alleviate  it. 
What  surprised  those  whom  he  represen- 
ted, as  well,  he  believed,  as  the  country 
generally,  to  a  considerable  extent,  was 
the  silent  system  observed  by  the  present 
Government.  It  had  been  stated,  in  con* 
versation  by  a  noble  Lord,  not  more  face- 
tiously than  truly,  that  the  late  Govern* 
ment  had  been  strangled  by  mutes. 
When,  the  other  day,  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  London  addressed  the  Honse, 
protesting  against  the  prorogation  of  Par« 
iiament  untU  something  had  been  devised 
to  relieve  the  distresses  of  the  people, 
though  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Tam- 
worth  himself  spoke  able  and  forcibly  on 
the  question,  it  was  remarkable  that  not 
another  member  of  the  Government  raised 
his  voice  upon  the  occasion.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  pardon  him  for  ob- 
serving that,  although  he  spoke  much  in 
reply  to  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
London,  he  said  little  that  was  of  impor- 
tance to  the  public  at  the  present  juncture 
of  affairs;  be  contented  himself  with 
merely  declaring  that  he  would  not  dis- 
close his  secret — he  would  not  reveal  the 
policy  by  which  the  country  was  to  be  ex- 
tricated from  iu  embarrassments.  J  The 
recent  change  of  Gov^^fuSbrftWd^not 
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taken  place  under  ordinary  circamttancea. 
The  late  Government  was  not  removed 
merely  in  consequence  of  having  had  a 
majority  against  them  on  an  unimportant 
question.  The  case  was  not  parallel  to 
ttiat  of  two  former  Governments,  one  of 
which  resigned  in  consequence  of  being 
out-voted  on  a  question  respecting  the 
civil  list,  and  the  other  on  account  of 
being  in  a  minority  upon  a  still  more  ab- 
stract question,  name]y,the  principle  of  the 
Appropriation  Clause.  The  late  change 
had  taken  place  upon  the  great  and  intel- 
ligible principle  of  fiscal  and  commercial 
reform.  The  distress  which  pervaded  the 
country  was  admitted  on  both  sides,  and 
there  ought  to  be  no  unnecessary  delay  in 
devising  and  applying  a  remedy.  It  would 
be  remembered  that  at  the  close  of  last 
Session  Gentlemen  opposite  protested 
against  the  Gorn-law  question  being 
allowed  to  remain  unsettled  even  for  a 
month.  It  was  represented  that  the  ques- 
tion of  a  change  in  the  Corn-laws  having 
been  mooted,  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  would  be  endangered  by  leaving 
it  unsettled  only  for  a  month.  Now,  how- 
ever, those  who  made  that  objection  were 
content  to  leave  that  and  other  great  ques- 
tions unsettled  until  the  next  meeting  of 
Parliament,  The  late  Government  had 
propounded  principles  which  almost  all 
practical  men  throughout  the  country  ap- 
proved of  [OA,  oA.].  He  made  that 
statement  advisedly,  notwithstanding  the 
c<^ntradiction  it  might  be  supposed  to  re- 
ceive from  the  state  of  parties  in  that 
House.  He  must  be  allowed  to  say,  with 
all  deference,  that  the  majoritjr  in  that 
House  was  a  landlords'  majority.  [Oh, 
oA.]  He  believed  that  he  was  personally 
as  well  as  politically  the  representative  of 
as  large  a  stake  in  the  landed  interest  as 
any  Member  of  that  House,  but  never- 
theless he  would  ssy,  that  the  majority 
returned  at  the  last  election  was,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  a  landlords'  majority. 
[No^  no.]  Hon.  Members  opposite  said 
no,  but  he  could  sustain  his  assertion  by 
a  reference  to  facts.  The  counties  of 
England  constituted  the  majority.  Ire^ 
land  returned  a  majority  in  favour  of  the 
measures  announced  by  the  late  Govern- 
ment; Scotland  did  the  same^  and  the 
English  towns  also  supported  a  liberal 
commercial  policy.  He  might  be  told 
that  the  representation  of  London  was 
divided,  whilst  Liverpool  was  against  the 
late  Government.     That,  however,  was 


easily  accounted  for.  The  two  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  well  knew  that  in  London  ' 
there  was  a  batch  of  watermen,  whose 
votes  were  purchaseable,  whilst  the  old 
freemen  formed  a  large  portion  of  the 
constituency  of  Liverpool.  When  the 
Reform  Bill  was  under  discussion,  he  voted 
for  preserving  the  electoral  privileges  of 
the  old  freemen,  because  he  then  repre- 
sented a  large  body  of  them.  [Laughter]. 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  might,  if  they 
pleased,  visit  him  with  their  sneers,  but 
he  voted  in  favour  of  the  freemen  for  that 
reason,  having  been  returned  by  them 
four  times  ;  but,  at  the  time  he  voted  for 
them  he  thought  it  probable  they  would 
prove  to  be  a  rotten  plank  in  the  vessel  of 
the  constitution.  He  maintained,  there- 
fore, most  respectfully,  but  decidedly,  that 
the  majority  opposite  was  a  landlords* 
majority.  The  whole  country  was  on  the 
tenter  hooks  of  expectation  to  know  the 
measures  which  it  was  intended  to  pro- 
pose for  their  relief,  but  no  information 
upon  that  point  was  vouchsafed  them. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Newark,  in 
addressing  his  constituents  on  his  re-elec- 
tion, summed  up  the  merits  of  the  new 
Government  by  declaring  that  they  had 
done  the  good  work  of  displacing  the 
Whigs.  But  would  the  country  be  satis- 
fied with  that  as  an  excuse  for  the 
neglect  of  its  interests?  He  yesterday 
read  a  long  and  able  speech  delivered 
by  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  North 
Lancashire,  but  was  unable  to  derive  any 
consolation  from  it.  The  noble  Lord  at- 
tributed the  whole  of  the  depression  under 
which  the  country  was  suffering  to  over- 
production, but  he  never  hinted  at  the 
mode  in  which  the  country  was  to  be  re- 
lieved from  its  depression.  The  noble 
Lord  also  justified  the  sliding  scale,  and 
spoke  of  the  present  system  of  Corn-laws 
in  almost  the  same  strain  and  spirit  as  a 
noble  Duke  in  the  House  of  Lords.  When 
he  saw  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department, 
to  his  constituents  at  Dorchester,  he  ex- 
pected to  obtain  from  it  some  information 
relative  to  the  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment, but  he  was  disappointed.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet,  in  his  able  speech,  seemed 
to  point  at  some  secret  which  existed  in 
the  Cabinet,  but  said  that  he  must  not 
disclose  It.  He  said,  '*  I  must  not  violate 
the  reserve  under  which  I  accepted  office.'^ 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  then  touched  upon 
the  Corn-law,  and  whilst  professing  to 


768  Suppfy^DUimi  {COMMONS}  of  the  Country.  764 


vindicate  the  principle  of  protection,  vin* 
dice  ted  the  principle  of  prohibition.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  indulged  his  hearers 
with  a  simile,  which  however  it  might 
amuse,  was  not  likely  to  satisfy  them.  He 
said  that  the  instrument  of  the  constitution 
was  at  last  attuned  to  harmony  under  the 
present  Government.  He  stated,  that  the 
Quren,  the  Lords,  and  the  Commons, 
were  in  harmony,  in  consequence  of  the 
accession  of  his  party  to  power;  and, 
following  up  his  simile,  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Tamworth— a  master- 
hand  at  music — being  placed  at  the  in- 
strument, would  certainly  charm  the  people 
by  tlie  felicity  of  his  touch.  He  was  not 
aware  of  the  construction  of  the  great 
constitutional  pianoforte  over  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  presided,  but  he  was 
Oertain  of  this,  that  unless  two  Dukes 
were  its  pedals,  and  placed  under  foot, 
the  ioslrumenc  would  yield  no  harmony. 
The  farmer  had  been  listening  In  tlie  hope 
of  hearing  the  favourite  strain  of  '*  Speed 
the  Plough,*'  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  Member  for  Dorchester,  who  held  a 
principal  office  in  tlie  harmonious  Cabinet. 
But  no  snch  thing;  the  only  tune  he 
could  hear  was  the  mawkish  melody  of 
"  Oh  no,  we  never  mention  her."  When 
the  right  hon.  Buronet  talked  of  the  har. 
mony  of  the  Cabinet  to  which  he  belonged, 
he  roust  have  taken  his  idea  from  the 
poet,  who  said— 

—*-»—• ''  the  harmony  of  things. 
Like  that  of  sounds,  from  discord  spriogs.** 

ft  appeared  to  him  that  the  Government 
was  bound  to  make  some  exposition  of  its 
views.  He  could  assure  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Tamworth,  that  if  Parliament 
should  be  prorogued  without  an  attempt 
being  made  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  dis* 
tresses  of  the  people,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  preserve  peace  in  the  manufacturing 
districts,  over  which  clouds  were  thick- 
ening. The  adoption  of  such  a  course  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  would  be  in- 
human and  unwise,  and  it  would  also  be 
attended  with  danger. 

Mr.  Gibton  observed,  that  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Tamworth's  position  ap- 
peared  to  be  analogous  to  that  of  a  har« 
rister,  who,  having  a  bad  case,  received 
iustruction  to  hold  his  tongue.  He  dis- 
liked the  course  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. For  what  more  useful  pupose 
rould  the  House  of  Commons  assemble 
than  t*  lake  into  consideration  the  dis- 


tresses of  the  people?  The  right  hon« 
Baronet  was  next  called  upon  to  explain, 
upon  the  moment,  his  financial  seheme. 
It  might  be  urged  very  plausibly  that, 
having  been  only  a  month  in  office,  he 
had  been  unable  to  obtain  access  to  the 
official  documenta  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  produce  a  permanent  financial  plan.  If, 
however,  the  access  to  official  documents 
were  a  matter  of  so  much  importance,  it 
was  surprising  that  more  deference  was 
not  paid  to  the  financial  scheme  of  the 
late  Ministers.  That  scheme,  however, 
was  opposed  with  the  most  intemperate 
zeal,  and  defeated  even  before  it  was  fully, 
developed.  As  matters  stood,  seeing  that 
it  was,  to  all  appearance,  the  intention  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  impose  new 
taxes,  he  would  not  care  how  long  his 
financial  scheme  was  postponed,  or  indeed 
if  it  were  not  brought  forward  at  all.  That 
was  a  point  of  little  importance,  compared 
with  the  commercial  distress  which  existed 
in  the  country.  Whatever  reasons  iiiij'ht 
exist  for  postponing  the  announcement  of 
a  financial  scheme,  there  was  none  for  not 
taking  the  distresses  of  the  people  into 
consideration.  The  hon.  Member  who 
preceded  him  had  read  a  most  interesting 
statement  concerning  the  distress  of  his 
constitnenta,  and  he  could,  if  he  were  not 
unwilling  to  trouble  the  House,  read  state- 
ments of  the  distress  existing  at  Man- 
chester, which  would  even  exceed  those 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member.  In  Man- 
chester there  were  warehouses  piled  tip 
with  goods,  for  which  no  profitable  sale 
could  be  found,  insolvencies  and  bank- 
ruptcies were  daily  occurring,  and  thou- 
sands were  actually  sufiering  from  the 
want  of  food.  In  the  district  of  Manchester 
there  were  8,000  persons  living  on  the 
miserable  pittance  of  I5d.  per  week.  If 
he  turned  to  the  agricultural  interest, 
did  he  witness  the  prosperity  which  high 
prices  and  the  Corn- laws  ought  to  give  to 
the  farmer  now  if  they  ever  could  give  it 
him  ?  No  such  thing.  He  saw  the  greatest 
competition  for  farms,  and  a  general  com- 
plaint that  there  was  no  getting  them  but 
as  a  favour  from  the  landlords,  and  under 
conditions  which  reduced  the  occupants 
to  the  situation  of  serfs.  The  farmers 
complained,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
blocking  up  of  all  channels  of  employment, 
they  were  unable  to  get  their  sons  started 
in  business*  The  agrwultural  labourers,  too, 
were  earning  a  miserable  pittance.  Where 
then,  were  the  signs  of  agricultural  pros- 
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perity  ?  The  agricultural  agaocialiont,  which 
were  establitbed  for  the  encouragement  of 
•ciendfic  improvementt,  had  lapsed  into 
mere  Conservative  associations.  He  would 
name  the  Agricultural  Association  of  Sax-^ 
mundhaniy  which  the  other  day  exhibited 
all  the  symptonisof  a  political  association. 
They  began  with  passing  the  usual  insult  on 
the  Queen*  The  toast  was  received  with  cold 
indifference  and  some  hisses,  whilst  the 
health  of  the  Queen  Dowager  was  drunk 
with  nine  times  nine  cheers.  At  the  same 
meeting  some  agricultural  labourers  were 
marched  into  the  rooms  to  receive  rewards 
—for  what.'  For  having  been  able  to 
bring  up  a  small  family  without  having 
had  recourse  to  parocliial  relief.  This  was 
an  admission  that  the  state  of  the  agricul- 
tural labourers  was  such  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  wonder,  for  any  of  them  to 
bring  a  small  family  of  children  up  without 
obtaining  parochial  relief.  Were  not  the 
landowners  always  striving  to  get  ruin  out 
of  their  districts,  and  applying  to  boards 
of  guardians  at  Manchester,  and  oiher 
manufacturing  districts,  for  that  purpose  ? 
The  other  day  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
actually  subscribed  a  pound  to  get  rid  of 
a  labourer  and  his  six  sons,  all  of  whom 
were  able  to  earn  their  livelihood,  but 
could  obtain  no  employment*  The  man 
was  not  got  rid  of  because  he  was  a  bad 
character.  On  the  contrary,  the  rate- 
payers subscribed  to  send  him  to  the 
manufacturing  districts,  because  he  was  a 
man  of  good  character  and  could  not  ob- 
tain employment  where  he  was.  When 
these  facts  were  known,  it  was  impossible 
to  suppose  that  the  Corn-laws  were  pro- 
ducing prosperity  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts. The  wages  of  agricultural  labourers 
In  Devonshire,  Wiltshire,  and  Bucking- 
hamshire, were  ^s,,  Is.^  Z$.  and  2s*  a 
week.  In  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  they  were 
a  little  more,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
high  price  of  bread,  after  they  had  pur- 
chased their  food  they  had  scarcely  any- 
thing led  for  rent,  clothing,  and  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children,  and  they  could 
not  themselves  dress  decently  enough  to 
attend  a  place  of  divine  worship,  ne  de- 
fied agricultural  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  tlie  House  to  contradict  that  state- 
ment. When  the  distress  of  the  people 
were  spoken  of,  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
alwsys  referred  to  over  production  as  the 
cause  of  it.  The  cause  they  assigned  for 
the  people  wanting  employment  was,  that 
they  bad  always  been  employed  too  much. 


They  recommended  that  manufacturers 
should  commence  the  system  of  employing 
fewer  hands,and  then  theysaid,  their  work* 
men  would  be  much  better  off".  Other  hon« 
Gentlemen  attributed  the  distress  to  joint* 
stock  banks,  fictitious  capital,  and  a 
variety  of  things  of  that  sort ;  but  the  im- 
portant question  wa9,  what  was  to  be  the 
remedy  for  the  distress,  the  existence  of 
which  was  admitted  ?  The  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  confined  themselves  solely 
to  a  consideration  of  the  causes  ol  the 
distress,  instead  of  immediately  setting 
about  to  devise  a  remedy  for  it.  Tboie 
on  his  side  of  the  House  contended  that 
the  best  way  to  alleviate  the  pressure  upon 
the  manufacturing  interest,  and  to  find  a 
market  for  the  labourers,  was  to  extend 
the  foreign  markets,  and  find  fresh  cue*' 
tomers  for  the  industry  of  our  people. 
Tliat  was  a  natural  course  to  pursue.  The 
field  for  employment  in  the  cultivation  of 
land  on  an  island  must  necessarily  be 
limited,  but  it  was  impossible  to  set  bounds 
to  foreign  trade.  As  long  as  the  wants  of 
the  world  should  go  ou  increasing,  ad« 
ditional  employment  would  be  furnished 
to  our  labourers.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  would  be  acting  contrary  to  the 
first  priociples  of  common  sense,  to  en^ 
courage  the  application  of  labour  to  the 
land,  instead  of  manufactures  for  foreign 
trade.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  might 
say,  **  it  is  all  very  well  for  you  to  talk 
about  free  trade,  but  look  how  we,  the 
advocates  of  protection  are  supported; 
we  have  the  support  of  Members  for  Loo- 
don,  Hull,  Liverpool,  and  Leeds."  Very 
true,  but  how  had  that  support  been  ob- 
tained ?  Did  not  the  studied  reserve  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  as  to  his  future  po- 
licy afford  Conservative  candidates  an  op- 
portunity of  playing  fast  and  loose  at  the 
hustings  about  free  trade  ?  Did  it  not 
enable  them  to  persuade  Conservative 
manufacturers  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  give  as  much  free  trade  as  Lord 
Melbourne ;  that  he  would  have  the  power 
as  well  as  the  will,  whilst  the  late  Govern- 
ment had  only  the  will  without  the  power. 
That  was  the  way  in  which  they  cajoled 
the  Conservative  manufacturers*  What 
happened  at  Manchester  ?  A  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  now  a  distinguished  Member 
of  the  Government,  was  sent  down  to 
Manchester.  What  banner  did  he  fight 
under  ?  Was  it  protection  ?  No ;  it  wae 
free  trade :  and  the  whole  tone  of  his 
speeches,  the  ipiri|,j[tei^|i^pirrya<l^  every 
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Ihiog  he  said,  went  to  induce  a  belief  that 
the  right  hoa.  Member  for  Tamworth  was, 
at  heart,  a  free-trader.  The  right  hon. 
GentlemaQ  did  not  say  that  in  so  many 
words,  but  that  was  (he  inference  which 
every  one  must  have  drawn  from  what  fell 
fioxa  him.  It  appeared,  from  what  that 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  as  if  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Tamworth  was  only 
watching  his  opportunity  to  throw  over 
the  extreme  lanaed  party,  and  bring  into 
operation  the  measures  which  were  so 
much  desired.  The  speeches  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  made  in  the  House 
were  quoted  over  and  over  again,  and  one 
passage  was  pointed  at  to  prove  thathe  was 
actually  opposed  to  the  Corn- laws.  The 
passage  to  which  he  alluded  was  one  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  declared 
that,  manufactures  were  the  main  stay  of 
the  country's  prosperity,  and  that  the 
value  of  land  depended  on  the  prosperity 
of  manufactures,  and  not  on  the  Corn-law. 
That  passage,  which  he  believed  he  had 
quoted  correctly,  was  frequently  Quoted 
on  the  hustings  in  order  to  cajole  the 
Conservative  manufacturers.  It  was  also 
said,  that  Mr.  Huskisson  was  a  Conserva- 
tive, and  the  first  free  trade  minister,  and 
that  free  trade  principles  were  introduced 
by  the  Conservatives,  and  that  the  Whigs 
only  adopted  them  in  their  last  agonies. 
He  did  not  mean  to  impute  a  knowledge 
of  the  proceeding  to  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net ;  but  it  was  certain  that  agents  were 
industriously  engaged  in  creating  a  belief 
throughout  the  manufacturing  districts 
that  he  was  a  free  trader.  At  Manchester, 
a  placard  was  exhibited,  bearing  the  in- 
scription, **  Free  trade,  cheap  bread,  high 
wages.  Vote  for  Murray  and  Entwistle. 
No  Whiggery  and  no  Poor-law."  It  was 
an  anonymous  placard,  but  it  was  never 
disavowed,  although  it  was  alluded  to 
over  and  over  again,  in  different  speeches. 
Indeed,  there  was  no  reason  for  disavow- 
ing the  placard,  because  the  speeches 
made  were  in  strict  accordance  with  it. 
After  all  these  shifts,  however,  the  mo- 
ment the  Government  was  safe  and  had  a 
majority,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  de- 
clared that  he  had  not  changed  an  iota  of 
his  opinion,  and  that  he  was  prepared  to 
maintain  the  Corn-laws  as  they  stood. 
It  was  quite  evident  that  there  had  been 
some  misunderstanding  in  the  countrv 
upon  this  point  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  gone  so  far  as  to  hold  out  a  hope  that 
he  would  alter  some  minor  details  of  the 
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existing  law,  but  the  motto  of  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham  had  always  been  <*  no  sur- 
render,*' and  he  had  nailed  his  fla|  to  the 
mast.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how 
the  conflicting  views  which  different  Mem- 
bers of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  Cabinet^ 
entertained  on  this  important  subject  could 
be  reconciled.  Did  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net mean  to  trust  to  the  chapter  of  acci- 
dents, and  rely  upon  the  majority  which 
surrounded  him  ?  He  could  hardly  think 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  and  his 
colleagues,  would  find  it  safe  to  trust 
wholly  to  the  upper  classes.  But  did  her 
Majesty's  Government  not  think,  af^er  the 
efforts  that  had  been  made  to  increase  the 
independence  of  the  lower  classes — after 
the  efforts  made  to  impress  upon  them  a 
full  sense  of  the  degradation  of  living 
upon  parochial  relief,  that  by  now  post- 
poning the  consideration  of  the  causes  of 
existing  distresses,  they  were  in  a  very 
great  measure  counteracting  the  wholesome 
influence  aimed  at  by  the  new  Poor-law  1 
Could  they  hope  that  trade  would  recover 
of  its  own  accord,  within  any  moderate 
period  of  time  ?  He  had  no  such  hope. 
No  one  could  have  better  expressed  him- 
self on  this  subject  than  the  Rev.  Baptist 
Noel ;  an  authority  to  which  he  felt  as* 
sured  the  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  would  cheerfully  sub- 
mit, for  that  rev.  Gentleman,  it  must  be 
admitted,  was  among  the  most  distin- 
guished ornaments  of  the  Established 
Church. 

**  To  this  hungry  multitude,*'  said  the  rev. 
Gentleman  "already  goaded  by  want,  into 
rick-buming,  and  trades  unions,  into  chartism, 
and  every  other  expression  of  impatience  at 
unendurable  calamity  —  400,000  beings  are 
added  year  after  year.  What  is  to  be  done  for 
them  ?  Soup  kitchens,  tickets  for  coals  and 
potatoes,  mendicity  societies,  night  asylums, 
and  charity  balls,  or  charity  sermons,  will  not 
fatten  their  lean  visages,  nor  furnish  their 
empty  dwellings,  nor  make  them  bless  God 
for  plenty.  And  yet  God  has  provided  plenty 
for  them  all.  The  earth  would  grow  a  hun- 
dredfold more  com  than  they  want ;  and  thev 
have  strength,  skill,  and  industry  wherewith 
to  purchase  it.  Only  allow  them  the  oppor- 
tunity of  labouring  for  the  food  with  which 
Europe  can  supply  them ;  only  fix  and  reduce 
the  duty  on  foreign  com,  and  they  will  be  fed.'' 

In  a  few  words  that  rev.  Gentleman  ex- 
pressed clearly  the  remedies  by  which  the 
Liberal  party,  had  proposed  to  meet  the 
existing  distresses.  It  was  not  safe,  the 
House  might  rest  assured,  in  the  present 
advanced  state  of  intelligence,  to  leave 
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the  country  witliout  any  information  as  to 
whether  the  Corn-laws  were  .or  were  not 
to  be  changed.  The  people  were  daily 
becoming  more  and  more  enlightened  with 
respect  to  their  true  interests.  The  penny 
postage  and  other  improved  means  of  in- 
tercourse were  sending  information  into 
every  part  of  the  country,  and  all  classes 
were  thereby  enabled  to  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  every  bearing  of  (his  im- 
portant question.  All  classes  of  the  peo- 
ple, moreover,  were  now  fully  aware  that 
even  the  Colleagues  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet— the  very  Members  of  the  Cabinet 
— ->were  themselves  persuaded  of  the  in- 
justice of  these  laws.  In  proof  of  this  he 
would  refer  to  what  had  taken  place  a  few 
days  ago,  on  the  occasion  of  the  re-elec- 
tion of  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
North  Lancashire,  when  Mr.  James  Ac- 
land  was  put  forward  to  oppose  the  noble 
Lord.  He  had  no  knowledge  of  what 
then  occurred,  except  such  as  he  derived 
from  the  public  papers,  but  he  must  say, 
that  he  saw  nothing  to  laugh  at  in  what 
bad  taken  place  on  the  occasion  referred 
to.  Mr.  Acland  had  been  proposed  and 
seconded  by  freeholders,  and  the  show  of 
hands  for  him  was  equal  to  that  presented 
on  behalf  of  the  noble  Lord  — though 
certainly  he  did  not  go  to  the  poll  but 
be  was  not  talking  of  Mr.  Acland.  All  he 
•aid  was  this — that  this  gentleman  being 
brought  forward,  enabled  \he  electors  to 
put  questions  to  the  noble  Lord,  and  that 
was  a  convenient  mode,  to  say  the  least, 
of  eliciting  the  opinions  entertained  by  a 
member  of  the  Government.  Now,  let  the 
House  hear.  The  Brst  question  put  by  a 
freeholder  was—"  Do  the  Corn- laws  raise 
the  price  of  bread  ?"  The  noble  Lord 
frankly,  fairly  said,  that  the  object  of  the 
Corn  laws  was  to  raise  the  price  of  bread 
above  its  natural  level.  Then  the  noble 
Lord  went  on  to  say,  that  the  effect  of  this 
raising  the  price  of  bread  above  its  natural 
level  was  to  increase  the  rental  of  the 
landlords.  That  was  proposition  two,  then. 
The  noble  Lord,  to  be  sure,  did  not  say 
that  the  object  of  the  Legislature  was  to 
raise  the  rental  of  the  landlords  when  they 
pas»ed  the  present  Corn-laws.  Let  it  be 
assumed  that  such  was  the  incidental  ef- 
fect-^all  that  was  necessary  was,  to  estab- 
Uab  die  fact.  Did  the  noble  Lord  admit 
lh%i  the  result  uf  raising  the  price  of  bread 
waa  to  raise  the  rental  of  the  landlords. 
Doubtless  the  noble  Lord  did  admit  it. 
Nowt  then,  for  the  third  proposition,  and 
VOL.LIX.    {5i'fl} 


the  most  important  of  all — the  noble  Lord 
admitted  fairly  and  distinctly  that  the 
price  of  bread  had  no  effect  upon  the  rise 
or  fall  of  wages.  Let  it  be  remarked,  that 
this  was  the  very  position  for  which  the 
Anti-Com-iaw  League,  and  the  political 
economists  had  always  been  contending — 
that  the  price  of  bread  had  no  influence 
upon  the  rise  or  fall  of  wages.  Now,  he 
asked  the  noble  Lord,  what  must  any  poor 
hiindloom  weaver  think,  when  he  read  this 
speech,  and  heard  that  the  price  of  bread 
increased  the  rental  of  the  land,  and 
that  this  was  the  effect  of  the  Corn -laws, 
and  that  they  did  not  increase  his  wages? 
What  would  be  the  result  of  the  artisan's 
deliberation,  but  that  the  dainties  of  the 
rich  were  purchased  at  the  expense  of  the 
tears  of  the  poor  ? — that  the  bread  of  the 
labourer  was  taxed  to  enable  the  landed 
proprietors  to  revel  in  a  few  surplus  luxu- 
ries ?  Was  it  at  all  wonderful  that  the  poor 
should  come  to  such  a  conclusion  ?  He 
by  no  means  imputed  these  as  the  motives 
of  the  party  opposite.  He  knew  it  would 
be  said  that  there  was  an  increased  de- 
mand for  labour  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts, and  therefore  that  indirectly,  if  not 
directly,  the  Corn-laws  kept  up  wages. 
He  answered  that  by  facts.  Had  not  the 
agriculturists  been  sending  labourers  away 
to  the  manufacturing  districts?  Were  they 
not,  at  this  moment,  subscribing  money 
in  support  of  this  system?  Was  it  not 
manifest,  that  unless  the  people  were 
allowed  to  exchange  the  fruits  of  their 
labour  for  the  corn  and  the  cattle  of 
foreign  countries,  they  must  be  in  a  state 
of  constantly  increasing  distress  ?  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  asked  again,  was 
it  wise  to  put  off  considering  the  question, 
when  not  only  the  poor,  but  the  middle 
classes,  and  the  capitalists,  were  making 
up  their  minds  that  they  would  no  longer 
submit  to  a  law  based  upon  the  principle, 
that  food  was  to  be  dealt  out  to  them  only 
on  conditions  dictated  by  the  jealous 
spirit,  or  the  pecuniary  exigencies  of  the 
landowners  ?  What  had  the  people  to  do 
with  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  land- 
owners? Let  those  who  had  no  land 
introduce  foreign  wheat,  just  as  those  who 
had  land  produced  it  at  home.  If  this 
corn  could  be  produced  cheaper  than  at 
home  by  the  instrumentality  of  exchange 
with  foreigners,  why  should  it  not  be  so? 
What  possible  justice  was  there  in  giving 
to  the  proprietors  of  land  the  exclusive 
right  of  producing  bread  ^d  beef^  and 
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Mllingf  to  their  countrymen  ?  What  con- 
ceivable title  bad  tbe  landed  proprietors 
to  be  considered  the  licensed  victuallers 
of  England  ?  What  peculiar  privileges  of 
such  a  nature  did  the  possession  of  a  few 
acres  justly  give?  Why  should  the  ma- 
nufacturers and  the  men  of  commerce  be 
content  to  consider  themselves  as  a  mere 
secondary  class?  What  was  there  unfair 
in  their  demand,  that  they  should  be  per- 
mitted the  fair  reward  of  their  own  enter- 
prise, skilly  and  industry  ?  Whether  there 
was  distress  or  not,  was  it  unfair  that 
they  should  be  permitted  to  get  as  much 
of  profit  as  they  could  ?  Had  they  not  a 
right  to  call  upon  the  Legislature  to  reform 
the  law,  BO  that  the  value  of  land  should 
»ot  be  unduly  enhanced  ?  The  people, 
they  might  rest  assured,  would  not  much 
longer  submit  to  such  a  state  of  things, 
but  would  insist  upon  being  allowed  to 
turn  tbeir  own  industry  to  the  best  ac- 
count. ''  You  shall  not  make  laws  for 
tbe  protection  of  particular  interests,'* 
would  be  the  cry  of  the  people ;  and  for 
my  part,  concluded  the  hon.  Member,  I 
see  nothing  revolutionary  in  the  demand 
that  all  classes  be  secured  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  right  to  a  fair  reward  for 
their  exertions. 

Mr.  J.  Parker  was  sorry  that,  after  the 
speeches  which  had  been  delivered,  no 
Member  of  the  Government  should  have 
risen  to  reply  to  them.  Under  ordinary 
circumstances,  he  should  have  said  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  not  to  be 
called  tipoB  to  give  any  exposition  to 
Parliament  of  his  views;  but  the  Govern- 
ment of  Lord  Melbourne  had  fallen  in 
consequence  of  many  attacks  on  the  part 
of  the  right  hon.  fiaronet — iterum  ite- 
ruinftie— assaults  against  the  late  Govern* 
ment  were  carried  on  after  careful  observ- 
ance of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  injunction, 
"  register,  register,  register/'  I'he  right 
hon.  Baronet,  therefore,  must  have  been 
aware,  that  if  he  succeeded,  the  country 
must  expect  from  him  an  exposition  of  his 
views  in  respect  to  tbe  all -important  sub- 
ject on  which  tbe  country  had  been  ap- 
pealed to— that  he  would  be  expected  to 
say  a  little  more  than  that  he  would  amend 
tbe  averages,  and  make  some  slight 
change  how  large  or  how  small  be  did 
not  say.  The  country  had  certainly  a  right 
to  expect  a  little  further  light  from  the 
new  Government,  as  to  their  intentions 
with  respect  to  the  Corn-laws.  Yet,  at 
present,  all  that  was  known  was,  that  the 


sliding  scale  was  to  be  reformed.  He 
would  ttli  .the  right  hon.  Baronet  that 
the  country  would  not  be  satisfied  with 
this ;  and  would  believe  that  so  eminent 
a  statesman,  and  one  so  experienced,  could 
have  hardly  failed  to  form  opinions  on  the 
great  subject  of  free  trade.  Whatever  other 
constituencies  might  have  done,  in  his 
there  was  no  division  on  the  question  ; 
and  they  believed  that  a  great  part  of  the 
national  distress  was  owing  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Corn*laws.  They  were  not  so 
absurd  as  to  pretend  that  these  laws  formed 
the  only  cause-*-a  variety  of  causes  were 
associated  with  this'->-but  he  was  con- 
vinced that  this  was  the  main  cause. 
Therefore,  it  would  not  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient for  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  say* 
that  he  had  been  suddenly  called  to  office. 
It  was  with  these  feelings  that  he  had  given 
his  vote  the  other  night  (which  till  now  he 
had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  explaining) 
in  support  of  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Oldham. 

Sir  R.  Peel  thought  if  he  took  the  ad- 
vice of  the  hon.  Member  fur  Sheffield,  he 
should  not  give  that  satisfaction  to  the 
country  which  it  was  required  he  should 
give.  For  all  that  tbe  hon.  Member  de- 
manded was,  that  he  should  give  a ''  little" 
development  of  his  intentions.  Now,  he 
saw  really  no  great  practical  advantage  in 
a  'Mittle"  explanation.  It  appeared  to 
him,  that  the  course  he  proposed  to  por^ 
sue,  was  a  much  more  rational  one  thao 
that  which  the  hon.  Member  suggested. 
The  course  he  adopted*  on  being  called 
with  his  colleagues  to  the  Administration 
of  public  afTairs,  to  repair,  if  possible,  some 
of  the  enormous  embarrassments  in  which 
they  found  the  country  involved,  so  far  as 
financial  affairs  were  concerned,  was  to 
ask  from  the  House  confidence  sufficient 
to  enable  them  to  take  a  comprehensive 
view  of  the  whole  position  of  the  country, 
and  after  a  short,  a  comparatively  short, 
period  (considering  the  importance  of  the 
questions  to  be  discussed),  to  mature  their 
plans  and  submit  them  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Parliament :  that  really  appeared 
to  him  to  be  a  far  more  reasonable  course 
than  that  he  should  make  a  **  little  ex- 
planation." What  could  this  "  little  ex*- 
planation"  of  his  be  upon  the  subject  of 
the  Corn-laws  ?  Was  there  any  alterna- 
tive, if  the  Corn-laws  were  to  be  consi- 
dered at  ali-*-was  there  any  other  alterna- 
tive than  that  of  fully  stating  tbe  measure 
of  the  Government  ?    And  was  it  not  in- 
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fifiitely  better  that  nothing  should  be  said, 
till  the  plan  was  maturely  prepared  and 
ready  for  the  consideration  of  Parliament? 
What  advantage  would  there  be  in  merely 
fainting  at  details,  and  then  postponing 
the  consideration  of  (hem  ?  It  was  only 
the  other  night  that  he  was  told  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  that  nothing 
would  be  to  unwise  as  to  bring  forward 
the  disoussion  upon  the  Corn-laws,  with- 
out taking  into  account  the  question  qf 
the  Poor-Uws.  He  had  been  told  from 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  that  these 
two  subjects  were  so  intimately  connected, 
that  be  should  not  dDvelope  the  views  of  the 
Government  with  respect  to  one.  without 
at  the  same  time  explaining  them  as  to  the 
Other.  Again,  was  he  not  told  during  the 
last  Session,  that  the  consideration  of  the 
Corn-laws  was  essential  to  any  wise  sys- 
tem of  finance,  and  that  finance  alco  was 
so  interwoven  with  the  Corn-laws  that 
Ibey  ought  not  to  be  separated— that  they 
must  never  be  distinctly  considered  ?  U, 
then,  the  opinions  thus  expressed  on  the 
other  side  were  correct,  was  it  not  per- 
fectly clear  that  ha  could  not  propose  the 
plans  of  the  (government  with  respect  to 
ail  these  great  qiiesiions^r  pressing  as  they 
all  wara  equally  for  consideration  ?  He 
bad  stfited  fast  Session,  that  if  |he  Oppo^ 
aition  be  conducted  were  suocessfql,  he 
would  not  be  foroed  into  a  premature  de. 
istaratjon  of  opinion.  Since  |hat,  the  opi- 
nion of  the  country  had  been  taken,  by 
the  oUotion,  under  the  auspices  of  the  late 
Government,  and  whatever  might  be  said, 
by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  the  opinion 
of  the  country  bad  been  evinced  in  favour 
of  the  course  he  had  pursued,  apd  the 
reasonableness  of  the  demand  which  he 
had  made.  He  had  nevertheless  dis- 
tinctly stated,  that  if  his  Opposition  proved 
successful,  he  would  not,  on  his  assuming 
power,  bring  forward  a  temporary  plan  for 
supplying  the  presumed  deficiencies,  but 
be  would  wait  till  be  had  prepared  a  ma- 
tured  ipeasure.  He  had  said  this,  before 
the  late  election,  the  oonstituencies  were 
well  aware  of  it ;  yet  the  consequence  of 
that  election  bad  been,  that  her  Majesty's 
late  Gpvernment  had  bieen  forced  to  re- 
sign. The  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Member 
for  Manchester,  bad  said,  that  he  had 
maintained  a  perfect  reserve.  Weil,  but 
the  country  knew  of  that,  reserve,  and  the 
eouotry  had  demanded  no  more  explicit 
declaration  of  opinion;  and,  notwiib- 
atanding  that  reserve,  the  late  Govern- 


ment were  forced  to  abdicate.  [Mr. 
Hawes.  The  counties.]  The  counties!  the 
constituencies  of  this  empire,  as  left  by 
the  Reform  Bill  of  the  noble  Lord  oppo-* 
site.  But  this  was  always  the  way  when 
the  party  opposite  was  unsuccessful — a 
new  Reform  Bill  was  threatened.  This 
was  their  refuge  under  every  loss  of  public 
confidence— every  declaration  of  opinion 
against  them;  and  they  would  have  it 
that  the  real  opinion  of  the  country  was, 
after  all,  at  variance  with  the  result  of  the 
election.  If  that  were  so,  how  happened 
it  that  though  by  reason  of  the  change  of 
Government  some  thirty  seats  bad  been 
vacated,  and  the  Members  had  been  be- 
fore their  constituents,  not  one  hitherto 
had  been  defeated  ?  Nay,  more,  with  the 
single  exception  of  Mr,  Acland,  that  for- 
midable opponent  who  first  came  down 
against  himself,  and  then  against  his  no- 
ble Friend  with  that  exception,  npne  of 
the  Members  of  the  Government  had  met 
with  opposition.  Certainly,  he  was  not 
surprised  that  the  hon.  Meipber  for 
Manchester  should  dwell  upon  the  naiyie 
of  Aclarid  with  exultation —r- he  had  ^ 
right  to  make  the  most  of  him— for  b? 
was  the  only  opponent  the  Government 
had  met  with  on  the  re-elections.  To  be 
sure,  this  formidably  opponent  was  forr 
mally  proposed  and  seconded.  [Mr.  Qib- 
8Qn ;  And  had  the  show  of  hands].  Oh, 
yes,  the  show  of  hands  ;  but  he  had  such 
sniall  confidence  in  this  pppular  denion- 
5tra|iqn  that  he  did  not  go  to  the  poll. 
Now,  it  was  not  from  any  disrespect  to  (ho 
two  hon.  Members  who  had  commenced 
the  discussion,  nor  from  any  indifference 
to  their  representations,  that  be  had  re- 
frained from  rising  immediately  after  the 
hon.  Member  for  Manchester.  But  be 
thought,  after  the  discussion  of  the  pthcr 
night — not  at  alP,  boweyer,  questioning 
the  full  right  of  thts  hon.  Members  tp  take 
the  coi^rse  they  had  pursued,  if  they 
deemed  it  proper — yet  he  must  say,  it  was 
not  a  usual  course  to  interrupt  the  com- 
mittee of  supply  with  a  discussion  which 
could  lead  to  no  practical  result.  He  had 
understood  that  the  hon.  Member  for 
Renfrewshire  wished  to  bring  forward 
loine  stqteipents  of  a  peculiar  charapter 
and  importance  affecting  his  constituents 
—statements,  indeed,  the  hon.  Member 
had  made  which  could  not  be  listened  to 
without  pain  ;  hot  he  had  not  understood 
that  the  hop.  Member  intended  to  provoke 
a  discussion  upon  J.hf  ^sA^hjept^tehaied  the 
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other  night.  Considering  what  the  hon. 
Member  had  said  of  the  distress  of  his 
constituents,  he  must  own  that  he  was 
surprised  that  notwithstanding  all  the 
sympathy  the  hon.  Member  had  expressed, 
he  should  have  found  time  to  concoct  that 
laboured  series  of  exceedingly  bad  jokes 
by  which  it  seemed  that  he  was  desirous 
rather  of  the  reputation  of  jocoseness  and 
waggery  than  of  the  respect  and  gratitude 
of  his  constituents.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
convinced  him,  aUo,  that  notwithstanding 
the  prominent  position  he  occupied,  bis 
counsel,  as  an  adviser  under  the  present 
difficult  circumstances,  was  not  altooether 
to  be  depended  on,  for  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man said,  that  he  attributed  a  great  part 
of  the  defectiveness  of  the  existing  con- 
stituencies to  the  retention  of  the  old 
freemen  in  the  boroughs ;  and  that  in  the 
first  instance  he  was  resolved  not  to  main- 
tain the  rights  of  those  old  freemen  ;  and 
the  hon.  Gentleman  had  no  better  reason 
for  justifying  the  course  which  he  took 
against  his  own  resolve  than  the  personal 
obligation  he  felt  to  those  people  for  hav- 
ing returned  him  to  Parliament  for  four 
successive  years.  That  clearly  proved 
that  whatever  course  the  temporary  inte- 
rests of  his  constituents  might  require  him 
to  take,  the  opinions  of  his  constituents 
would  prevail  o?er  the  enlarged  views  of 
his  own  mind.  So  far  had  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman carried  this  principle,  that  having 
to  repair  any  vessel — say  the  vessel  of  the 
state,  for  instance,  which  he  said  was  en- 
dangered by  the  rottenness  of  some  par- 
ticular part,  he  consented  to  vote  for  the 
substitution  of  that  which,  according  to 
his  own  words,  was  a  rotten  plank  for  a 
good  one.  That  was  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man's description  of  his  own  policy  as  a 
legislator;  owing  obligations  to  certain 
freemen,  he  purposely  inserted  a  rotten 
plank  in  the  vessel  of  the  constitution. 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  therefore  would  per- 
mit him  to  detract  considerably  from  his 
authority  as  a  counsellor  after  that  decla- 
ration of  his  past  course  in  reference  to 
the  interests  of  his  subjects.  As  he  had 
said  before,  he  deeply  sympathised  with 
the  distressed  portions  of  the  population 
in  certain  parts  of  the  country.  He  did  not 
deny  the  existence  of  distress ;  he  believed 
it  to  be  most  painful  in  some  districts. 
But  it  was  most  important  that  those  upon 
whom  the  duties  were  imposed  of  laying 
the  foundation,  if  possible  of  a  remedy  for 
those  distresses,  should  not  be  driven  into 
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hasty  and  precipitate  measures  in  the  hope 
of  applying  an  immediately  effectual  re* 
medy.  He  was  certain  that  the  deliberate 
sense  of  this  country  was,  in  favour  of 
those  who  were  now  intrusted  with  the  ad* 
ministration  of  public  affairs  having  an  op- 
portunity of  knowing  to  what  causes  the 
distress  which  prevailed  in  some  quarters 
of  the  land  was  attributable  before  they  at- 
tempted to  devise  measures  to  remove  it.  He 
had  heard  those  who  now  were  most  actively 
engaged  in  anti-corn- law  leagues  attribute 
that  distress  mainly  to  the  very  canses  for 
alluding  to  which  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment was  now  ridiculed,  namely,  the  arti- 
ficial stimulus,  which  was  applied  to  pro- 
duction, by  means  of  the  excessive  issue 
of  bank  notes.  That  very  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  town  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  represented  distinctly  stated,  in 
reference  to  manufactures,  and  to  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  in  particular,  that 
they  were  in  a  state  of  prosperity  up  to 
the  year  1836.  That  prosperity  was  co- 
existent with  the  present  system  of  Corn- 
laws.  But  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
declared,  that  in  consequence  of  the  mis- 
conduct of  the  Bank  of  England,  followed 
by  the  miscondiMtof  the  joint-stock  banks, 
there  was  first,  the  most  extravagant 
stimulus  given  to  manufacturing  specula- 
tions; advances  were  made  by  joint-stock 
banks  to  manufacturers  and  owners  of 
cotton  mills,  machinery  was  placed  in 
those  cotton  mills,  the  machinery  and  the 
buildings  being  assigned  as  a  security  for 
the  advances.  Then  came  a  revulsion  in 
trade,  and  then  came  a  demand  for 
money.  The  mills  were  stopped,  and  the 
security  being  of  little  value  realized  but 
a  comparatively  small  sum.  Those  were 
said  to  be  the  causes  of  all  the  embarrass- 
ment and  distresses  of  the  manufacturers. 
But  now  it  was  alleged  that  the  Corn- 
laws  were  the  cause  of  all  the  mischief. 
He  must  declare,  however,  that  he  was 
morally  certain  that  to  other  causes  the 
evil  was  to  be  attributed.  When,  there- 
fore, the  hon.  Gentleman,  in  making  a  re- 
ference to  free  trade,  asked  him  to  come 
forward  and  propose  a  new  Corn-law,  he 
would  inquire  of  him  in  return,  if  he 
would  be  satisfied  if  now,  when  corn  could 
be  admitted  at  Is.,  he  should  propose  that 
it  must  be  admitted  not  under  Bs.  He 
knew  very  well  that  her  Majesty's  late 
Ministers  would  allege,  that  had  the  Bs. 
duty  been  devised  before,  the  distress 
might  have  been  prevented.    But  he  would 
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not  enter  into  a  retrospective  argument. 
He  would  keep  to  the  business  in  hand. 
They  asked  him  for  a  sudden  proposition 
of  remedial  measures,  and  he  asked  in 
reply,  whether  they  would  be  satisfied 
were  he  to  propose  the  adoption  of  that 
remedy  which  had  been  heretofore  pro* 
pounded — namely,  an  8s.  duty  instead  of  a 
Is.  duty  ?  If  they  told  him  that  they  would 
not  be  satisfied  with  that  proposition,  and 
that  the  increased  duty  on  the  importation 
of  com  would  only  aggravate  ana  extend 
the  distress,  they  must  admit  that  some 
other  course  must  be  adopted  to  remedy 
the  evil.  The  hon.  Gentleman  had  asked 
him  whether  or  no  he  denied  the  existence 
of  the  distress?  Certainly  he  did  not. 
He  feared  that  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts it  had  been  very  general,  and  that  it 
had  been  most  severe  in  some  places,  par- 
ticularly in  those  connected  with  the  cotton 
manufactures;  but  while  he  expressed 
feelings  of  the  deepest  regret  at  itsexistence 
he  must  say,  that  he  did  not  think  it  wise 
to  take  so  desponding  a  view  of  it  as  some 
hon.  Gentlemen  were  disposed  to  do. 
He  did  not  believe  generally  speaking, 
that  the  condition  of  this  country  was 
such  as  to  forbid  all  hope  of  returning 
prosperity.  Among  the  many  documents 
which  any  persons  wishing  to  consider  the 
position  of  this  country  would  be  naturally 
fed  to  examine,  even  if  from  some  of  them 
no  very  lucid  inference  could  possibly  be 
drawn,  there  was  one  of  great  importance 
and  value  in  regard  to  the  kind  of  infor- 
mation it  conveyed ;  and  to  such  a  docu- 
ment of  course  those  who  had  the  manage- 
ment of  public  affairs,  and  who  must 
necessarily  be  impelled  to  ascertain  the 
precise  condition  of  the  country,  would 
direct  their  attention.  The  document  to 
which  he  alluded  was,'*  An  account  of  the 
Principal  Sums  paid  into  the  National 
Debt«office,  and  drawn  for  by  the  trustees 
of  Savings'  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies, 
during  the  periods  set  down.''  The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Renfrewshire 
had  referred  to  the  friendly  societies' 
banks,  and  stated  that  there  had  been  a 
universal  withdrawal  of  the  deposits  from 
those  banks;  and  the  hon.  Gentleman 
thereupon  inferred  that  he  must  therefore 
calculate  upon  an  universal  system  of 
private  benevolence,  for  the  purpose  of 
supporting  the  poor,  and  relieving  their 
distresses.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  discover 
from  what  it  was  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man drew  such  a  wide  inference ;  and  he 


trusted  to  be  able  to  show  that  the  hon; 
Gentleman  was  wrong  with  respect  to  the 
universal  bankruptcy  of  which  he  had 
spoken.  He  knew  how  unsafe  and  unwise 
it  was  to  lay  one's  self  open  to  the  charge 
of  indifference  to  distress,  and  to  attempt 
to  correct  mistakes  of  this  kind.  Yet,  if 
misapprehensions  and  mistakes  were  set 
forth,  it  was  right  that  they  should  be 
corrected.  In  the  document  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  the  title  of  which  he  had 
read,  he  thought  he  saw  indications  which 
forbade  the  application  of  any  instan- 
taneous schemes  for  relieving  the  distress 
already  alluded  to.  The  account  in 
question  was  of  the  principal  sums  lodged 
in  the  savings  banks  of  the  united  king- 
dom, and  from  that  account  it  appeared, 
that  in  the  month  of  June,  1841.  the  sum 
of  66,422/.  was  paid  in,  while  the  amount 
drawn  out  was,  86,364/.,  exhibiting  this 
melancholy  fact,  that  the  sum  drawn  out 
exceeded  the  sum  paid  in  by  nearly 
20,000/.  In  July,  however,  the  sums 
paid  into  the  savings'  banks  and  friendly 
societies  reached  to  125,917/.,  and  the 
sums  drawn  out  to  87,061/.  only.  That 
was  a  most  satisfactory  change  of  things. 
Ill  the  month  of  August  the  deposits  alto, 
gether  were  100,033/.,  and  the  sums 
drawn  out  50,004/.  only.  Let  the  House 
just  observe  that  in  June  the  sums  with- 
drawn exceeded  the  sums  paid  in  by  nearly 
20,000/.,  and  that  in  the  month  of  August 
the  sums  paid  in  exceeded  those  drawn 
out  by  50,000/.,  doubling  in  fact  the  with- 
drawals. He  would  not  presume  to  say 
whether  this  remarkable  change  was  partly 
or  chiefly  owing  to  the  confidence  engen- 
dered through  the  country  in  consequence 
of  the  change  in  the  Administration.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  perhaps  might  think  that  he 
took  rather  an  interested  view  of  the  matter, 
but  he  assured  that  hon.  Gentleman  that 
one  of  his  reasons  for  hoping  for  improve- 
ment in  public  affairs  was,  the  increased 
confidence  of  the  country  in  the  present 
Administration.  In  that  hope  he  was 
confirmed  by  the  fact,  which  might  be 
considered,  perhaps,  as  only  simultaneous 
with  the  change  of  Ministry,  and  not  in 
the  nature  of  an  effect  resulting  from  that 
as  a  cause,  that  whereas  in  the  month  of 
June,  it  appeared  that  the  sums  drawn  out 
were  nearly  20,000/.  more  than  those 
paid  in,  in  the  month  of  August  following 
the  deposits  exceeded  the  draughts  by 
50,000/.  He  stated  the  fact  only— he 
would  make  no  comment.    But  he*  saw, 
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in  that  fact  a  sound  and  const ituiional 
reason  for  not  taking  any  raih  or  too  sud- 
den a  step.  Again,  the  sums  paid  in  from 
the  26ih  of  August,  up  to  the  1 1th  of  the 
present  month  amounted  to  32,32d/.»  and 
the  sums  drawn  out  to  20,850^,  showing 
anolbet-  increase  in  the  deposits.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  might  say,  that  these 
were  not  satisfactory  indications  of  the 
condition  of  tho  working  classes,  lie 
would  agree  in  such  an  opinion;  but,  al 
the  same  time,  the  argument  always  had 
beenj  that  the  state  of  the  working  classes 
was  pretty  well  demonstrated  by  the  man- 
ner in  which^thc  small  retail  dealers  found 
themselres  affected  by  passing  circum- 
stances; and,  perhaps,  there  could  not  be 
a  more  satisfactory  test  of  the  state  of  the 
small  retailers  than  the  state  of  the  sav- 
ings-banks, particularly  in  manufacturing 
districts.  He  had,  therefore,  procured  a 
return  of  the  deposits  paid  into  the  sav- 
ings-banks in  the  manufacturing  districts, 
embracing  Lancashire,  Yorkshire,  Che- 
shire, Glasgow,  Birmingham,  Coventry, 
Nottingham,  and  Paisley,  for  the  last 
three  months,  and  the  result  was,  that  the 
gross  total  of  the  sums  paid  in  was 
123,329/.,  while  the  amount  drawn  out 
was  114,378/.;  still  showing,  even  in  the 
manufacturing  districts,  an  increase  in  the 
deposits.  He  was  quite  aware  thai  there 
was  great  distress  in  parts  of  Lancashire, 
but  still  he  asserted  that  a  view  of  th6 
question  must  be  taken  upon  the  general 
results,  rathelr  than  upon  particular  fca- 
turesi  Within  the  last  three  months, 
however,  even  in  Manohester  the  amount 
of  deposits  was  25)555/.,  while  that  of 
sums  drawn  out  was  but  22,725/.  h  was 
of  great  importance  that  time  should  be 
allowed  to  ascertain  whera  the  pressure 
was,  and  to  make  inquiry  as  to  the  cause 
of  that  pressure.  He  thought  the  Go* 
vernment  had  shown  that  they  were  not 
indifferent  to  the  distress  that  existed ;  the 
production  of  the  present  document  might 
be  tak^n  as  a  proof  of  that.  But  they 
were  attempting  to  ascertain  the  position 
of  the  country  for  the  purpose  of  consi- 
dering, and  not  of  denying  the  distress. 
At  the  same  time  he  deprecated  that  ex- 
aggeration which  would  demand  immedi- 
ate and  precipitate,  and  he  must  say,  as  a 
consequence^  delusive  measures  for  re- 
moving it.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Manchester,  speaking  of  the 
reserve  with  which  he  charged  him,  men- 
tioned a  single  instance  in  which;  accord- 


ing to  that  hon.  Gentleman,  he,  or  rather 
some  of  his  supporters,  had  departed  from 
that  reserve.  The  hon.  Gentleman  waa 
not  very  fortunate  in  his  selection  of  an 
exception.  He  had  stated,  that  in  the 
town  of  Manchester  a  candidikte  had  coma 
forward  to  represent  the  ptade,  having  in-*> 
scribed  upon  his  banners,  '*  Cheap  br^ad 
and  no  Corn-laws,"  *'  High  Wagei  abd  nt> 
Poor-laws,'*  ••  Vote  for  Murray  and  Ent- 
wistle."  •*  No  Whiggery."  The  cry,  then, 
of  *<  Cheap  bread,  no  Corn-laws,*'  and 
**  No  Poor-laws,"  was  not,  it  would  seem 
the  highway  to  Success  for  a  candidate. 
Those  appeals  were  fruitless  in  the  case 
cited  by  the  hou>  Gentleman,  and  it  would 
appear  that  the  candidates  had  failed  for 
not  copying  him  in  his  reserve ;  whila  in 
other  instances,  where  the  language  of 
candidates  had  been,  '<  We  will  make  no 
rash  and  precipitate  declarations;  hava 
confidence  in  us,  and  give  us  full  oppor-* 
tunity  for  maturing  proper  measures,  and 
not  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  discus- 
sion"— in  those  cases  candidates  had  beeh 
successful.  But  the  unfortunate  candi* 
date  in  the  manufacturing  district,  who 
put  forth  •*  No  Poor-laws,"  and  "  No 
Corn-laws,"  and  "  Cheap  bread,"  Was  rd- 
jectedi  He  would  not  pretend  to  say, 
whether  the  addition  of  the  words  "  No 
Whiggery"  had  tended  to  produce  that 
effect;  he  knew  not,  but  it  had  been  sbiH, 
that  possibly  It  did  tend  to  his  downfall. 
The  hon.  Gentleman,  however,  in  speak- 
ing of  thiit  instance  of  failure,  rather 
proved  to  him  that  the  country  was  eon- 
tent  with  thd  reasonableness  of  the  propo^^ 
sition  which  he  had  made  heretofore,  and 
that  they  did  approve  of  that  reserve  of 
his,  and  that  due  attention  should  be  paid 
to  the  state  of  the  country,  before  attempts 
were  made  to  remove  the  existing  evils. 
'*  It  is  impossible  to  deny  (continued  ttie 
right  hon.  Baronet),  that  we  are  familiar 
with  the  subjects  of  finance,  the  Corn- 
laws,  and  the  Poor-laws;  yet  my  firm 
belief  is,  that  the  intelligent  and  thinking 
part  of  the  community  in  the  three  king* 
doms  are  of  opinion  that,  on  thd  conslttu* 
lion  nf  a  new  Government,  under  the  au^ 
spices  of  one  who  has  been  excluded  front 
power  for  more  than  ten  ydars,  it  is  a  ra- 
tional and  just  proposal,  as  conducive  to 
mature  deliberation  and  the  adoption  of 
wise  measures,  that  we  should  takd  time 
to  make  inquiries,  and  avail  ourselves  of 
the  opportunities  and  sources  of  informa- 
tion which  official  powar  affords  us}  and 
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having^  inquired,  and  given  all  attenlion 
to  the  measures  we  have  to  propose,  we 
should  then  leave  it  to  Parliament  to  de« 
termine  whether  those  measures  are  founded 
on  just  and  wise  principlesi  or  not,  and 
whether  or  not  they  are  likely  to  conduce 
to  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  country." 
Mr.  3f.  Phillips  said,  that  the  right 
bon.  Baronet  oughts  upon  his  admissions 
of  the  extent  and  severity  of  the  distress  in 
the  country,  to  proceed  without  further  de« 
lay  to  the  adoption  of  remedial  measures. 
Indeed,  so  heavy  and  pressing  was  that 
distress,  that  he  was  convinced,  unless  the 
House  would  prescribe  immediate  relief, 
they  would  have  to  witness  and  deplore 
that  want  of  order  and  those  scenes  of  mis- 
chief,  which  be  thought  it  was  the  duty  of 
all  those  who  entertained  bis  opinions  to 
take  timely  steps  to  prevent.  It  bad  been 
bis  good  fortune  to  support  an  Address 
from  that  House  to  the  Throne,  praying, 
that  her  Majesty,  having  called  together 
her  Parliament,  would  direct  the  distressed 
state  of  the  country  to  be  taken  into  imme- 
diate consideration.  He  held  in  bis  band 
a  soeech  which  the  right  bon.  Baronet 
made  in  that  House  on  the  7th  of  June 
last,  which  had  led  him  to  hope,  that  Parlia- 
ment would  be  re-assembled,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  having  a  great  and  pressing 
ouestion  of  this  nature  postponed,  but  of 
devising  an  immediate  and  effectual  remedy 
for  the  distresses  which  afflicted  the  coun- 
try. On  the  7th  of  June  last,  the  right 
bon.  Baronet  said  :— 

''According  to  all  usage, and  under  circum- 
stance of  all  the  cases  that  were  aDalo^ous  to 
the  present,  the  new  Parliament  ought  to  be 
convoked  immediately,  lie  said  thin  not  only 
with  reference  to  the  important  questions  to 
which  the  public  mind  was  alive — not  only 
with  reference  to  the  immense  advantage 
which  it  must  be  to  all  persons  engaged  in 
commercial  speculations  or  enterprise  of  any 
kind,  to  know  what  was  to  be  the  state  of  the 
law  afiecting  the  importation  of  corn— not  only 
with  reference  to  these  considerations,  but  also 
widi  reference  to  the  position  of  the  executive 
government,  which  manifestly  stood  before 
the  people  as  not  possessing  the  confidence  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  combined  force 
of  these  considerations  compelled  him  to 
conelude  that  the  interval  ouaht  to  be  as  short 
as  possible  between  the  dissolution  of  the  pre- 
sent Parliament,  and  the  calling  together  a 
new  Parliament.  No  considerations  of  private 
or  personal  convenience  of  Members  ought  in 
the  slightest  degree  to  interfere." 

Perfectly  oono^ng  in  those  sentiments 
of  the  right  faq^  Basnet,  as  he  did,  be 


must  say,  that  bis  disappointment  was  the 
greater,  bearing  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
now  that  Parliament  bad  been  assembled 
without  delay,  propose  to  postpone  all  the 
great  and  pressinff  questions  to  which  the 
public  mind  was  alive,  and  which  were  of 
immense  consequence  to  all  persons  engaged 
in  commercial  enterprise  and  speculations. 
All  that  the  House  bad  to  expect  from  the 
right  bon.  Baronet  until  next  February, 
was,  it  seemed,  the  document  he  bad  just 
quoted  with  respect  to  the  amounts  of  de- 
posits and  witbdrawments  of  deposits.  He 
would  ask  nothing  unreasonable  of  the 
right  bon.  Baronet.  He  implored  him  not 
to  allow  Parliament  to  be  prorogued  until 
something  was  done  to  relieve  the  distresses 
of  the  people  ;  let  him  take  a  fortnight,  or 
even  a  month,  for  the  consideration  of  pro- 
per measures  of  relief,  but  let  him  not  suf- 
fer the  winter  to  pass  over  without  taking 
some  decisive  step.  He  had  presented  a 
memorial  from  one  of  the  most  numerous 
meetings  ever  held  at  Manchester,  uttering 
the  same  request,  and  be  must  say,  that  he 
saw  nothing  unreasonable  in  that  request. 
If  the  Government  were  not  prepared  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  Corn-laws,  let 
them  say  so  at  once,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
anxiety  which  now  prevailed  throughout 
the  country.  If  be  were  to  assume  from 
what  had  fallen  from  certain  Members  of 
the  Government  and  other  bon.  Members 
sitting  on  the  same  side  of  the  House,  that 
they  were  of  opinion,  that  the  Corn-laws 
had  nothbg  to  do  with  the  distress  of  the 
country,  let  the  Government  unequivocally 
state  that  to  be  their  opinion.  It  did  not 
require  a  delay  of  weeks  or  months  to  al- 
low them  to  make  a  simple  declaration  of 
that  kind.  Such  an  opinion  had  been  ex. 
pressed  by  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
Liverpool,  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  North  Lanca- 
shire, on  the  other ;  and  if  the  ri^bt  bon. 
Baronet  entertained  the  same  views,  let 
him  come  forward  and  avow  them.  He 
did  not  wish  to  enter  into  any  details  on 
the  subject  of  the  present  distress  |  but  be 
must  repeat  bis  solemn  conviction  that  the 
industry  of  this  country  was  paralyzed  by 
the  operation  of  the  provision  laws-- that 
markets  were  wanted  for  the  extension  of 
the  industry  of  the  country,  and  that  it  was 
not  unreasonable  to  ask  for  a  decision  on  a 
question  of  such  vital  importance.  He 
would  urge  upon  the  Government  the  im- 
propriety of  allowing  Parliament  to  sepa- 
rate before  Christmas  without  takinj^  into 
their  serious  consideration  ^^uesUoo.  to 
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which  the  public  mind  had  of  late  been  di- 
rected with  a  degree  of  intensity  never  be- 
fore known.  The  question  had  been  taken 
up  by  the  people,  who  considered  it  to  be 
one  of  vital  importance  to  their  interests ; 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  their  representatives^ 
when  they  saw  the  country  plunged  into 
such  distress,  to  rise  in  their  places  and 
urge  upon  the  Government  the  necessity 
of  coming  to  some  conclusion  before  the 
approach  of  winter^  upon  the  most  import* 
ant  question  which  ever  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  any  Legislature. 

Mr.  Ewart  thought  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  rather  injudiciously  diverted 
the  attention  of  the  House  from  the  main 
question  to  the  metaphors  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Renfrewshire.  The  metaphors 
of  the  musical  in«truroent  on  which  it  had 
pleased  the  hon.  Gentleman  for  some  time 
to  play  did  not  originate  with  his  hon. 
Friend,  but  with  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Dorchester,  to  whom  it 
ought  in  fairness  to  be  awarded.  The 
inference  drawn  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
from  what  took  place  at  Manchester 
during  the  late  election  was  rather  unfor- 
tunate. The  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  that 
although  the  words  **  free  trade*'  were  in- 
scribed on  the  Conservative  banners,  yet 
they  were  unsuccessful;  but  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  ought  to  recollect  that  on 
those  banners  were  inscribed  the  names  of 
Murray  and  Entwistle.  The  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  this  fact  was  not  that  they 
did  not  put  faith  in  free  trade,  but  that 
they  had  no  confidence  in  Murray  and 
Entwistle.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  appealed 
to  the  House  for  time.  He  was  quite  wil- 
ling to  afford  him  time,  but  the  question 
was  what  length  of  time  would  he  require  ? 
A  delay  of  one  or  two  months,  perhaps, 
might  not  be  objected  to,  but  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  not  give  the  least  in- 
timation of  the  probable  period  when  he 
would  favour  the  House  with  his  opinion, 
and  this  would  necessarily  tend  to  aggra- 
vate the  feelings  of  discontent  which  now 
prevailed  in  the  country.  The  only  infer- 
ence which  the  public  could  draw  from 
this  prolonged  silence  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  must  be  unfavourable  to  any 
scheme  which  he  might  afterwards  propose; 
and  whilst  he  kept  bis  remedy  in  abeyance, 
the  exasperated  feelings  which  had  arisen 
between  the  manufacturing  and  agriculta- 
ral  interest  would  increase,  and  the  trials 
of  a  long  and  severe  winter  might  excite 
the  people  to  tach  a  degree,  as  to  disturb 


even  the  prolonged  silence  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet.  Knowing  the  feelinga 
which  prevailed  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts, he  was  quite  certain  that  no  greater 
source  of  danger  could  exist  than  the  un- 
certainty which  attended  the  measures  of 
the  Government;  and  he  thought  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  do  well  to  con- 
sider  whether  the  discontent  produced  by 
such  means  might  not  end  in  disorder. 
He  could  not  reconcile  it  with  the  duty  of 
a  Minister  to  conceal  for  so  long  a  time 
the  remedy  which  be  intended  to  propose 
for  the  relief  of  the  public  distress*  Ad 
anticipated  time,  now  approaching,  was 
shown  in  the  memorable  speech  delivered 
by  Mr.  Huskisson  ten  years  ago.  He 
adverted  to  the  time  when  the  competition 
of  foreign  countries  might  endanger  the 
safety  of  our  manufactures,  and  to  the 
necessity  which  might  then  arise  of  ao 
alteration  of  the  Corn-laws.     He  said, 

^  The  greatest  of  all  follies  on  such  an  occa- 
sion would  be  to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  difficuU 
ties  which,  taken  in  time,  we  may  perhaps 
overcome,  but  which  by  procrastination  we 
cannot  avoid.  Our  Corn-laws,  however  expe- 
dient to  prevent  other  evils,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country,  are  in  themselves  a  bur- 
den and  restraint  upon  its  manufacturing  and 
commercial  industiy ;  whilst  the  produce  of 
that  industry  must  descend  to  the  level  of  the 
general  mi^rkets  of  the  world,  the  producsers 
in  this  country,  so  far  as  food  is  concerned, 
are  not  upon  that  level.  If  the  price  of  those 
products  which  we  never  export^  and  are  fre- 
quently compelled  to  import,  be  materially 
higher  here  tnan  elsewhere,  that  dearness  can- 
not be  counterbalanced  in  the  articles  which 
we  export ;  it  must  fall  either  in  the  way  of 
reduction  upon  the  wages  of  the  labourer  or 
upon  the  profits  of  those  who  find  him  em- 
ployment." 

The  time  was  now  come  when  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Corn-laws  was  felt  both 
upon  the  wages  and  comforts  of  the 
labourer  and  the  profits  of  his  employer. 
He  did  not  imagine  that  measures  of  free 
trade  would  be  an  immediate  panacea  for 
the  existing  evils  of  the  country,  but  he 
certainly  thought  such  measures  would 
secure  its  lasting  prosperity ;  and,  if  ever 
there  was  a  time  when  it  was  necessary  to 
carry  them  into  operation^  it  was  when 
distress  was  so  prevalent,  and  the  manu- 
facturing industr]r  at  so  low  an  ebb.  He 
trusted  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would 
not  keep  the  country  longer  in  that  state 
of  suspense,  which  was  b^innine  <to  have 
such  a  serious  effect  on  the  manufacturing 
districts.    If  this  prolonged  silence  were 
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to  remain  undisturbed,  it  would  aggravate 
the  discontent  which  now  prevailed,  and 
make  the  distresses  of  the  people  more 
keenly  felt.  He  trusted  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  would  not  present  the  country 
with  a  picture  of  what  had  been  so  hap- 
pily described  by  the  Roman  poet — 

"  JuraDtem  me  scire  nihil,  mirantur,  et  unum 
'^  Scilicet  egregii  mortalem  altique  silenli." 

Mr.  R.  Walker  said,  although  he  had 
been  in  business  about  forty  years,  he 
never  saw  greater  distress  than  now  existed 
in  the  manufacturing  districts,  and  he 
believed  the  middle  classes  were  fast 
verging  towards  poverty.  The  borough 
which  he  represented  contained  25,000 
inhabitants,  and  the  annual  rental  was 
about  (>0,000/.  A  larger  sum  than  the 
amount  of  that  rental  had  been  taken 
from  the  working  classes  during  the  last 
twelve  months.  An  establishment  with 
which  his  family  was  connected  would^ 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  pay 
20,000/.  less  in  wages  than  the  average  of 
the  last  four  years.  There  were  three 
other  establishments  of  a  similar  nature 
in  the  town,  in  which  he  had  no  doubt  a 
proportionate  reduction  had  taken  place. 
Some  of  the  mills  had  been  altogether 
stopped,  and  a  great  number  of  operatives 
had  thus  been  deprived  of  employment. 
Although  much  difference  of  opmion  pre- 
vailed as  to  the  causes  of  the  present  dis- 
tress, no  one  denied  its  existence,  and  it 
was  therefore  the  duty  of  the  House  at 
once  to  endeavour  to  provide  a  remedy. 
The  people  certainly  attributed  their  suf- 
ferings to  the  Corn-laws ;  and  he  wished 
the  Government  would  take  into  consider- 
ation the  interests  of  those  classes  who 
had  hitherto  been  so  much  neglected. 

Sir  /.  Easthope  assured  the  House  that 
it  had  not  been  from  any  insensibility  to 
the  distress  that  existed  among  the  people 
at  large,  nor  had  it  been  from  any  impres- 
sion that  the  position  of  the  constituency 
he  had  the  honour  to  represent  less  de- 
manded the  serious  and  attentive  consider- 
ation of  Parliament  than  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  country,  that  hitherto  he  had 
refirained  from  addressing  the  House  upon 
those  momentous    questions  which   now 

a^tated  the  public  mind.  Without  trou- 
in^  the  House  at  any  leneth  with  those 
detailsof  distress  which  had  already  been 
80  strongly  brought  under  their  notice,  he 
bejQged  permission  to  relate  one  &ct  as 
Imng  painiiilly  illostrative  of  the  state  of 


trade  and  manufactures  in  the  town  he 
represented.  One  of  the  most  skiUiil  and 
industrious  manufacturers  there^  an  indi- 
vidual possessed  of  capital,  called  upon 
him  (Sir  J.  Easthope),  and  after  represent- 
ing the  universal  state  of  distress  which 
surrounded  him,  stated  that  he  had  come 
to  the  determination  of  abandoning  trade. 
For  four  consecutive  years  he  had  been  a 
loser  to  a  considerable  amount,  and  in  or- 
der to  secure  something  upon  which  to 
retreat,  he  felt  that  his  onl^  course  was  to 
give  up  his  trade.  He  (Sir  J.  Easthope) 
had  then  asked  this  gentleman  what  was 
to  become  of  the  artisans,  who  had  found 
their  subsistence  in  his  emnlojrment,  and 
the  reply  was,  that,  unhappily,  he  had  no 
means  of  averting  the  evil,  and  that  they 
must  form  an  addition  to  the  thousands 
who  were  already  in  a  state  of  destitution. 
Now,  he  asked  the  right  hon.  Baronet  if 
he  expected,  that,  with  augmented  sufier- 
iogs  and  an  augmented  number  of  those 
who  suffered,  a  winter  of  severity  could 
pass  away  without  greatly  aggravated 
wretchedness  and  misery — misery  so  deep, 
that,  in  spite  of  all  that  could  be  done^ 
might  endanger  the  peace  and  order  of  the 
manufacturing  districts  of  the  kingdom. 
Surely  before  Parliament  separated^  some- 
thing ought  to  be  done  to  show  to  the 
country  their  distresses  were  not  unheeded 
and  to  prove  that  there  was  an  earnest  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  that  House  to  stay  the 
progress  of  the  evil.  Not  a  doubt  existed 
as  to  the  distress  that  prevailed  in  the 
country^-distress,  in  a  great  measure, 
attributable  to  the  Corn-Taws;  yet  there 
was  one  Member  of  the  Cabinet  pro- 
claiming in  the  midst  of  bis  tenantry,  that 
he  adhered  to  all  the  principles  he  had  ever 
laid  down^  and  all  the  determinations  he 
had  ever  made,  and  that  noble  Duke  was 
rightly  considered  the  champion  of  the 
present  Corn-law.  Then  there  was  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  North  Lan- 
cashire, who,  if  riffhtly  reported,  had  cer- 
tainly not  spoken  in  a  way  calculated  to  ex- 
cite the  hopes  of  the  suffering  people.  Were 
such  speeches  as  these,  or  that  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  Dorchester, 
calculated  to  tranquillise  those  who  took 
the  same  view  of  the  subject  which,  he 
did,  to  satisfy  them,  so  as  to  induce  their 
patience  or  to  prevent  their  alarms?  On 
the  other  hana,  all  that  we  were  to  hear 
from  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  Tamworth  was  his  often  repeated  ad- 
miration for  the  enterprising  spirit  of  ma- 
nufacture and  commerce  in  this  countryi 
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his  inece  expressions  of  sorrow  for  the  dis- 
tress that  prevailed  amongst  the  people^ 
but  at  the  same  time  his  perfect  determi* 
nation  to  say  nothing  on  the  subject  of  the 
Corn.laws  which  should  indicate  the  lead- 
ing principles  of  his  policy.  With  regard 
to  minor  details  of  nis  plan,  he  was  not 
pressed  to  make  communications^  but  in 
relation  to  those  great  and  leading  principles 
upon  which  his  conduct  in  the  Cfovernment 
would  be  regulated.  That  was  what  he 
desit«d  to  hear-^that  was  what  the  failing 
manufacturers  aud  starving  artisans  of  the 
country  desired  to  hear  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet.  They  wished  to  know  what 
were  to  be  the  grand  and  leading  principles 
df  that  right  hon.  Gentleman — whether 
they  were  to  be  in  strict  conformity  with 
the  language  held  by  a  noble  Duke  in  his 
own  county^  in  unison  with  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for 
North  Lancashire,  and  in  harmony  with 
the  sentiments  uttered  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Dorchester.  The 
people  sought  to  know  whether  the  pre- 
sent abstinence  tVom  legislation  was  with  a 
view  to  some  effectual  change  in  the  pre- 
sent system  of  Corn-laws,  or  was  merely 
preparatory  to  some  trifling  and  insignift- 
cant  regulation  in  the  averages,  which 
would  still  leave  them  amidst  all  their  ca- 
lamities in  absolute  despair.  That  was 
what  the  country  wanted  to  know,  and  that 
was  what  his  (8ir  John  Eastho|ie's}  con. 
stitucnts  wanted  to  know,  when  they  met 
yesterday  in  large  numbers  to  demand 
that  Parliament  should  not  separate  until 
the  state  of  the  people  had  been  taken  into 
consideration -»-a  demand  that  was  be- 
coming ceneral,  and  which,  if  not  con- 
ceded^ might  be  productive  of  most  direful 
effects.  And  here  he  could  not  refrain 
from  expressing  his  thanks  to  his  hon. 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Manchester  for 
bis  observations  upon  the  joking  pleasantry 
upon  this  subject  in  which  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  this  evening  seen  fit  to  in- 
dulge, for  truly^  it  was,  as  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  himself  previously  declared, 
no  topic  for  a  Joke.  Whatever  levity 
might  be  exhibited  at  this  time,  levity 
would  not  be  felt  hereafter ;  whatever  in« 
difference  might  be  felt  now,  would  not  be 
felt  much  longer  $  and  whatever  the  delay 
that  might  be  demanded  now^  it  could  not 
much  longer  be  endurq4- 

Mr.  VitUeri  said,  that  as  he  had  been 
ohe,  who  on  a  former  occasion,  had  com- 
plained of  the  course  intended  to  be  taken 
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by  tho  Oovemment,  and  as  it  might  be 
presumed  that  they  had  heard  this  evening 
the  ultimatum  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
he  could  not  help  referring  to  the  predie 
ground  upon  which  the  people  complained 
of  that  course.  The  people  allegei  that 
they  havo  for  many  years  past  been  suffer- 
ing from  certain  restrictions  upon  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  which  prevent  full 
scope  or  adequate  reward  being  given  for 
their  industry:  they  say  they  have  com- 
plained of  the  restrictions,  more  or  less, 
from  the  time  when  they  were  first  im- 
posed, that  they  have  been  supported  in 
their  view  by  some  of  the  most  excellent 
and  enlightened  statesmen  who  have  taken 
part  in  public  affairs;  that  though  they 
have  been  engaged  in  a  struggle  to  obtain 
their  removal  ever  since  their  enactment, 
they  hare  had  peculiar  occasion  to  com- 
plain of  them  of  late  years,  and  from  many 
of  the  evils  being  now  aggravated,  they 
had  become  more  urgent  in  their  prayers  to 
this  House.  They  allege,  that  their  in- 
creasing numbers,  and  increasing  capacities 
for  production,  render  it  more  than  ever 
essential  to  their  well-being,  that  trade 
should  be  extended,  and  that  adequate 
markets  should  be  opened  for  their  pro^ 
ducts ;  for,  unless  this  be  done,  the  same 
cause  would  render  their  condition  propor- 
tionably  Worse*  All  this  they  have  pressed 
upon  the  attention  of  this  House  seeking 
to  establish  by  evidence  whatever  might  be 
in  doubt  on  the  subject,  and  thus  leaving 
no  doubt  at  least  as  to  the  nature  of  their 
case.  They  have  just  seen  a  Cbvemment 
displaced,  that,  it  was  said,  had  not  the 
power  to  remove  thoio  restriotions*  and 
another  Oovemment  take  its  place  with 
complete  power  to  execute  whatever  it 
desired.  Their  case  was  well  known  to 
this  Government,  and  if  there  had  been 
doubt  as  to  the  object  of  those  laws  to 
which  he,  of  oourse,  chiefly  referred, 
namely,  those  upon  the  commerce  in  food, 
the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  North 
Lancashire,  has  by  his  admission,  removed 
it  \  for  he  had  heard,  that  upon  the  most 
public  occasion  lately  he  had  candidly 
avowed,  that  the  object  of  thoie  laws  was 
to  raise  the  ^rice  of  food,  and  thereby  to 
raise  the  prioe  of  land.     And  now,  the 

Gle  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
of  this  (jovemment  what  views,  in 
his  new  position,  he  entertains  on  this  sub* 
ject,  in  order  to  learn  whether  he  admits 
their  grievance,  or  contemplates  anv  remedy 
for  it.  The  new  House  18  assembled,  and 
the  people  cannot  understand  why  they 
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should  not  leurn  through  that  channel  tlic 
intentions  entertained  towai^fi  them*  Now, 
what  says  the  tight  hon.  Baronet  to  the 
people  who  are  so  grievously  oppressed,  and 
who  have  turned  to  him  and  to  this  House 
with  the  hope,  that  these  laws  will  be 
improved  or  repealed.  He  says,  I  declared 
before  the  dissolution,  that  if  I  was  called 
to  the  councils  of  the  Crown^  I  would 
maintain  a  reserve  upon  all  important 
questions  which  at  that  time  were  in  dis- 
cuflsion,  on  which  he  was  then  expressing 
a  confident  opinion.  He  says  now,  upon 
that  declaration,  thut  a  majority  has  been 
returned  to  the  House  who  are  willing  to 
support  him,  and  that  they  had,  therefore, 
under  these  circumstances,  no  right  to  call 
upon  him  to  express  an  opinion  before  he 
may  find  it  convenient  to  do  so.  With  re- 
spect to  the  distinctness  with  which  this 
intended  reserve  was  announced  before  the 
dissolution  he  entertained  some  doubt ;  but 
if  it  was  made,  the  ground  which  thev 
complained  of  would  have  been  Weakeri  if 
this  reserve  had  been  strictly  adhered  to; 
for  what  justified  him  in  complaining  was, 
not  that  he  had  not  made  that  little  de- 
velopment of  his  policy,  which,  he  says, 
would  have  been  so  inconvenient,  but  of 
his  having  developed  a  little  too  much  or 
not  enough.  He  has  hot,  nor  have  his 
friends,  been  silent  on  this  nice  point  of  the 
Corn-laws.  A  most  important  and  decided 
opinion  has  been  expressed  with  regard  to 
them,  namely,  that  they  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  distress  now  Universally  ad» 
mitted  to  exist.  They  have  thus  suggested 
the  obvious  inference,  that  as  they  are  not 
likely  to  be  wanton  Reformers,  they  vimuld 
not  think  it  necessary  to  make  any  change 
in  the  Go]1i«>1bws  at  all.  But  the  large 
numbers  who  believed  the  contrary  to  be 
the  ease,  asked  therisht  hon.  Baronet,  with 
great  reason,  that  as  he  adniitted  that  they 
were  in  distress,  and  that  ho  denied  the 
cause  they  assigned  for  it|  to  go  one  st6p 
further  and  intimaie  to  them  what  was 
the  Oause  of  their  declining  condition^  or 
whether  he  had  any  remedy  to  nropose  for 
it«  This,  tfani^  was  their  ease^  they  reiter-* 
ate  to  him  their  old  complaint  of  the  re« 
stmints  which  partial  legislation  imposes 
upon  their  industl/i  and  of  the  sufieHng 
which  they  are  now  enduring^  and  be  says 
that  they  are  wrong*  but  he  deelines  to 
give  them  any  insight  into  whlit  he  consi- 
ders to  be  true  or  flulvisable  in  the  matter  ^ 
but  while  he  does  this  he  certainly  does 
cast  a  doubt  upon  the  correctness  of  the 
statements  that  are  made  on  the  subjecti 


He  points  to  the  probability  of  its  quickly 
blowing  over,  and  as  some  proof  of  the 
revival  of  better  days,  he  tells  us  of  the 
state  of  certain  savings  banks,  which  show, 
that  the  working  class  are  recovering,  and 
that  trade  was  improving.  {^No,  no!] 
What,  then,  were  the  statements  respect- 
ing these  banks  made  to  show  the  reverse  ? 
[^No^noQ  Why,  one  way  or  the  other 
it  tnust  be»  He  contended,  thsit  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  referred  to  the  document  with 
great  parade,  alleging  that  that  was  the 
sort  of  document  tliat  any  person  should 
refer  to  who  did  not  wish  to  take  a  partial 
or  one-sided  view  of  the  matter  and  that  it 
was  such  evidence  that  would  tend  to  assi&t 
the  judgment  in  coming  to  a  just  conclusioni 
and  he  showed  that  at  this  season  more  mo. 
ney  had  been  deposited  in  these  banks  than 
there  had  been  just  previously,  and  while 
the  last  Government  was  in  power;  and 
from  which  the  inference  is  fair  that  he 
does  not  give  much  credit  to  the  details  of 
distress,  which  appear  to  be  known  to  and 
admitted  by  so  many,  and  this  was  all  the 
insight  that  he  allowed  the  people  to  have 
into  his  future  policy,  denying  their  view 
of  the  mischiefs  of  the  Corn -laws,  and  im- 
plying that  they  were  not  in  such  distress 
as  they  alleged.  He  should  not  forget, 
however,  that  there  were  certain  vague  and 
indefinite  allusions  to  past  proceedings  of 
joint-stock  banks  thrown  out  as  the  cause  of 
evil,  though  the  peculiar  connection  of  the 
accommodation  given  some  years  ago  by 
joint-stock  banks  with  the  present  distress  he 
could  not  discover.  This,  then,  was  the  case 
of  the  people.  With  all  these  doubts  re- 
specting their  condition,  they  call  for  inslant 
consideration  and  inquiry,  and  complain  of 
the  intended  delay,  and  of  opinions  that 
have  been  expressed  regarding  them  *  and 
as  this  would  probably  be  the  last  oppor- 
tunity of  discussing  these  questions  this 
Session,  as  with  the  determination  not  to 
discuss  any  question  on  the  other  side,  it 
would  be  useless  for  him  to  enter  more  at 
length  into  the  matter^  he  had  thought  it 
right  to  relieve  himself  and  those  he  re« 
presented  from  the  charge  of  anything  like 
factious  opposition  to  the  course  pursued  by 
the  Government,  by  the  reasons  which  he 
had  assigned  for  it.  Indeed^  the  right  hottt 
Gentleman  might  see  that  these  ejections 
did  not  come  from  those  who  hoped  or  who 
had  Bnythin|  to  gain  from  removing  the 
present  Administration,  nor  did  they  spring 
from  those  who  had  been  the  mere  depen- 
dents of  the  last  Ministry,  but  from  those 
whose  advocacy  had  generally  been  directed 
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to  the  common  interests^  and  whose  objects 
would  be  equally  satisfied  if  the  ffrievances 
of  the  people  were  redressed,  whether  by  this 
Government^  or  by  any  other.  He  thought 
Uioee  who  took  this  part  in  the  House,  had 
reason  to  be  disappointed  and  dissatisfied  at 
the  prospect  of  the  new  Goveniment,  and 
for  that  reason  he  had  expressed  his  opinion. 
Mr.  Cobden  who  rose  amidst  cries  of 
«<  question,"  could  readily  understand,  he 
said,  the  impatience  with  which  the  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  Ministerial  side  of  the 
House  listened  to  the  remarks  which  fell 
from  the  opposition  if  they  entertained  the 
same  opinions  as  those  which  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  that  evening  expressed, 
namely,  that  the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws 
and  of  the  distress  of  the  people  ought  not 
again  to  be  obtruded  on  the  consideration 
of  Parliament,  after  the  discussion  which 
had  already  been  taken  upon  it.  But  had 
nothing  since  transpired  to  render  a  revival 
of  the  question  just  and  necessary )  He 
thought  that  subsequent  to  the  recent  dis- 
cussion, the  suffering  artisans  of  Man- 
chester, Leeds,  Glasgow,  and  Leicester, 
had  met  to  remonstrate  against  Parlia- 
ment's putting  an  end;  to  the  question.  He 
thought  that  memorials  had  been  sent  up 
from  those  towns  to  the  Queen's  Ministers, 
and  he  imagined  that  those  Ministers 
would  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  give  a  re- 
consideration to  the  grievances  of  which 
the  people  complained,  unless,  indeed, 
they  were  disposed  to  have  it  go  forth  to 
the  country,  that  they  agreed  with  a  noble 
Duke  in  the  opinion  that  town  meetings 
were  farces.  As  he  and  his  Friends  enter- 
tained a  more  respectful  regard  for  the 
opinion  of  the  country  legitimately,  legally, 
and  morally  pronounced,  he  hoped  they 
might  be  excused  by  the  Gentlemen  op- 
posite for  dwelling  a  little  more  upon  it, 
and  for  claiming  for  the  wishes  of  the 
people  a  little  more  attention  than  the 
supporters  of  the  Government  seemed  to 
be  aisposed  to  accord  to  them.  Had  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  been  in  his  place,  he 
(Mr.  Cobden)  should  have  called  his  at- 
tention to  the  answer  he  had  that  night 
made  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  people. 
Three  years  ago  when  petitions  came  up 
from  the  people  complaining  of  distress, 
the  right  bon«  Baronet  had  his  statistics  to 
refer  to,  to  show  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests must  needs  be  in  a  state  of  pros- 
perity. What  did  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
GO  now  ?  He  referred  to  the  accounts  of 
the  savinga  banks  for  three  months  to 
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show  that  there  was  a  progressive  im- 
provement in  the  condition  of  the  country. 
How  could  the  House  judge  of  the  state 
of  the  people  from  a  three  months'  ac- 
count of  the  sums  deposited  and  drawn 
from  the  savings'  banks.  Why  did  not 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  extend  his  review, 
and  state  to  the  House  the  amount  of  de- 
posits and  drafts  from  the  savings*  banks, 
in  the  years  1835,  1836,  1837,  1838,  and 
1839  ?  Why  did  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
limit  his  account  to  the  three  months  com- 
mencing in  June  last.  Had  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  gone  back  to  the  years  he  had 
mentioned,  the  House  would  then  have 
been  able  to  judge  of  the  progress  of  the 
condition  of  the  people  even  by  his  own 
test,  fallacious  as  that  test  was.  He  hoped 
that  the  people  would  fill  up  the  hiatus  in 
the  right  hon.  Baronet's  statement,  and 
look  back  to  the  accounts  of  the  savings' 
banks  themselves.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  also  quoted  a  report  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Manchester.  This  was 
not  a  question  between  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Manchester,  or  of  any  other 
towoi  and  the  right  hon.  Baronet;  but 
when  the  right  hon.  Baronet  did  quote 
from  the  report  of  the  Manchester  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  he  should  at  least 
do  so  correctly.  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  quoted  from  the  report  of  1839,  re- 
ferring to  the  conduct  of  the  joint-stock 
banks  and  the  Bank  of  England ;  and  as* 
serted  that  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  at* 
tributed  all  the  distress  which  at  that  time 
prevailed  in  the  manufacturing  interest  to 
the  inflation  of  the  currency.  In  that 
assertion  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  moat 
entirely  and  most  unjustifiably  misrepre- 
sented the  report  from  which  he  professed 
to  quote,  for  in  that  report  there  was  a 
special  reference  to  the  Corn-laws,  in 
which  they  were  deprecated  as  being  the 
chief  cause  of  those  fluctuations  in  the 
currency  from  which  such  disastrous  con« 
sequences  ensued.  But  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  in  quoting  the  report,  made  no 
allusion  whatever  to  that  most  important 
paragraph.  The  question,  now,  however, 
was  not  as  to  the  state  of  the  savings' 
banks,  or  ioint-stock  banks,  in  the  opinions 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Man- 
chester—it was  a  question  whether  or  not 
the  people  should  be  fed  :  and  they  never 
were  fed  by  joint-stock  banks  yet,  nor  by 
chambers  of  commerce  either.  '^The 
people,"  exclaimed  the  hon.  Member, 
''  the  people  want  bread,  and  you  who  take 
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upon  yourselves  the  monopoly  of  feeding 
tbem,  are  called  upon  to  administer  to 
their  necessity  for  food — all  we  ask  is  the 
right,  the  inalienable  right  of  feeding  our- 
selves." The  trading  people  had  never 
yet  come  to  the  agriculturists  to  ssk  a 
favour  of  them— had  never  yet  begged  to 
be  fed  at  the  cost  of  those  by  whom  food 
was  produced.  On  the  contrary,  two 
years  ago,  when  great  distress  was  ex- 
perienced, the  delegates  of  the  manufac- 
turing districts  put  forward  an  un  nimous 
declaration,  addressed  to  the  world  at  large 
in  which  they  stated  that  all  they  wanted 
was  the  right  to  exchange  the  product  of 
their  labour  for  the  food  which  was  the 
product  of  other  countries ;  and,  at  the 
aame  time,  they  prayed  the  House  of 
Commons  to  remove  all  protection  from 
themselves,  and  to  give  to  the  agriculturists 
as  well  as  to  themselves,  the  free  and  un- 
fettered liberty  of  exchanging  the  product 
of  their  labour  how  and  where  they  pleased. 
That  being  refused,  he  had  a  rieht  to  lay 
at  the  door  of  the  landowners  all  the  dis- 
tress and  misery  of  those  whom  they  bad 
the  privilege  of  feeding,  but  whom  they 
would  only  consent  to  feed  at  a  high  and 
unnatural  price.  He  told  her  Majesty's 
Ministers  that  the  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial interests  would  feed  the  labourers 
if  the  laws  would  let  them-— that  they 
would  employ  them  at  good  wages  if  the 
Legislature  would  let  them ;  but  if  laws 
were  passed  which  said  that  they  should 
not  exdianee  the  produce  of  their  labour 
for  the  food  which  other  lands  would  sup- 
ply, then  how  were  they  either  to  employ 
or  feed  them  P  '*  If/'  said  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber^  ''you  have  stores  of  food  in  Norfolk, 
Lincoln,  Kent,  and  Essex,  bring  it  to  Man- 
chester, to  Leeds,  to  Birmingham,  and  we 
will  exchange  our  manufactures  for  it :  if 
you  cannot  keep  the  people  employed,  we 
will.  Do  not  play  the  part  of  the  dog  in 
the  manger,  and,  being  unable  to  employ 
and  feed  the  people  yourselves,  refuse  to 
allow  others  to  do  so."  There  appeared  to 
be  a  great  misapprehension  on  the  part  of 
her  Majesty's  Ministers,  as  to  the  capa- 
bility of  the  manufacturers  to  supply  them- 
aelves  with  food  from  other  countries. 
What  was  the  opinion  in  America  upon 
that  subject  ?  A  petition  was  presented  to 
Congress  in  May  last,  from  a  person  named 
Joshua  Ifiavitt,  setting  forth  the  importance 
of  an  equitable  and  adequate  market  for 
American  wheat. 

^  l^%  It  be  supposed  for  a  moment,*'  said 
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the  petitioner,  "that  the  landowners  of  Eng- 
land would  be  satisfied  with  a  fixed  and  mode- 
rate duty  in  lieu  of  the  existing  sliding  scale, 
there  would  then  be  a  constant  market  for 
our  wheat  in  England,  and  the  whole  of  the 
return  would  be  required  in  British  manu* 
factured  goods,  generally  of  that  kind  which 
yield  the  highest  profit;  the  consequence  of 
which  would  be  that  every  spindle,  wheel, 
and  hammer  in  the  manufacturing  districts  of 
that  country  would  immediately  be  set  in 
motion.^' 

This  was  the  opinion  expressed  in  a 
country  containing  180,000,000  of  acres 
of  land,  all  capable  of  growing  wheat,  and 
which  the  Americans  were  most  anxious  to 
bring  into  immediate  culture,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  England  with  food,  and 
taking  her  manuractures  in  exchange.  The 
Americans  said,  ''only  consent  to  make 
this  exchange  with  us,  and  for  a  hundred 
years  England  shall  not  know  what  it  is  to 
want  plenty  of  wheat,  plenty  of  pork,  and 
plenty  of  beef."  The  noble  Lord  (Lord 
Stanley)  the  Member  for  North  Lancashire, 
seemed  to  think  that  there  could  be  no  ex- 
tension of  trade  without  a  considerable  re- 
duction of  wages.  But  what  did  the 
Americans  say  ? 

'*  We  do  not  wish  to  reduce  the  wages  of 
your  labourers,  we  think  they  are  already  too 
low ;  only  exchange  with  us  at  your  present 
prices,  and  we  will  clear  out  your  warehouses, 
and  place  your  manufacturing  districta  in  a 
state  of  activity  and  prosperity.'^ 

Was  it  unreasonable  that  the  people  of 
England  should  claim  the  right  of  makinff 
such  an  exchange?  Suppose,  continued 
the  hon.  Member,  that  it  were  but  the 
Thames,  instead  of  the  Atlantic,  which 
separated  the  two  countries — suppose  ihsi 
the  people  on  one  side  were  mechanics  and 
artizans,  capable  by  their  industry  of  pro- 
ducing  a  vast  supply  of  manufactures;  and 
that  the  people  on  the  other  side  were 
agriculturists,  producing  infinitely  more 
than  they  could  themselves  consume  of 
com,  pork,  and  beef— fancy  these  two  sepa- 
rate people  anxious  and  willing  to  exchange 
with  each  other  the  produce  of  their  com- 
mon industry,  and  fancy  a  demon  rising 
from  the  middle  of  the  river — for  I  cannot 
imagine  anything  human  in  such  a  position 
and  performing  such  an  office— fancy  a  de- 
mon rising  from  the  river,  and  holding  in 
his  hand  an  act  of  Parliament  (if  you 
please),  and  saying,  "  You  shall  not  supply 
each  others  wants ;"  and  then,  in  addition 
to  that,  let  it  be  suppos^  that  diis 
demon  said  to  his  victim,  with  affected 
smiles  and  laughing,  ''This  is  for  your 
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benefit ;  I  do  this  eaiirely  for  your  pro* 
teotion.''  Wfaaro  was  the  differenae  bof 
iween  the  Thames  and  the  Atlantic  f 
Bte^m  navigation  had  laid  the  great  western 
continent  of  America  alongside  of  Ens;- 
lapdi  and  we  should  be  setting  at  naught 
the  b^a^ficent  designs  of  Providence  by 
denying  the  onp  the  right  of  benefitting 
the  other.  Wherever  he  went — whether 
Along  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  or  over  the 
plains  of  France  in  search  of  wine  —nay, 
^v^n  if  be  spoke  of  the  luxurious  Grueyere 
qheese  of  Switzerland*  be  found  th^t  the  best 
of  every  thing  was  brought  to  England,  pot, 
however,  for  the  benefit  or  advantage  of  tbe 
poofi  but  to  add  to  the  enjoyments  And 
luxuries  of  the  riph.  The  wi Re-producing 
countries  of  the  continent  bad  the  advantage 
of  gn  exchftnge  with  England — the  produce 
of  thmr  vineyards  was  eagerly  sought  for 
»nd  opniumed  ia  this  eountry;  but  go  to 
other  countries  wh^re  the  stapLs  produce 
WAS  wheat"— gQ  to  Polhnd  or  to  Prussia, 
where  thefK>U  was  redundant  of  that  which 
would  feed  the  poor,  and  it  would  be  seen 
that  tbe  grain  that  if  imported  here  would 
parry  gladness  into  the  heart  of  our  manu- 
facturing districts,  was  left  for  the  want 
of  a  msi^et,  to  perish  in  the  field,  or  to  be 
trampled  under  foot,  and  devoured  b/ 
^wihe,  If  the  cora-fgrowers  in  those  coun«- 
trioa  were  ad^d,  why  thjla  redundant  pro- 
duoe  was  not  aent  to  England,  the  slidingr 
scale  was  at  ofice  pointed  at  as  an  insuper- 
able barrier*  The  markets  of  the  whole 
world  were  open  to  wpply  the  lui^nries  of 
the  rich,  but  a  special  law  was  provided  to 
prevent  the  poor  man  from  profiting  by  the 
lAW«$  of  nature,  and  freely  exchanging  the 

f)ro4lnce  of  his  labour  for  food,  Yes,  the 
aw9  of  nature  were  set  at  naught  when 
it  became  a  question  whether  the  people 
should  be  fed.  "  Let  me  ask,"  exclaimed 
the  hon.  Member,  '^  what  is  it  that  you  send 
abroad  in  exchange  for  the  luxuries  you 
derive  from  other  countries?  Is  it  not  the 
productJJ  of  the  manufacturers?  And  when 
ypu  9pnd  their  products  abroad,  you  pass  a 
Uw  which  says,  *  nothing  shall  be  brought 
bacJf  in  exchange  which  can  benefit  the 
labouring  and  industrbus  classes — nothing 
but  what  administers  to  our  own  gorged 
luxury/  Is  there  jujftice  in  this?  Is  it 
consistent  with  the  laws  of  nature?  Aud 
cm  you  set  at  nouglit  the  laws  of  nature, 
and  hope  to  pro^^per  as  ^  nation  ?  When 
I  go  down  to  the  manufacturing  districts, 
I  know  that  I  shall  be  returning  to  a 
l^loooiy  scene.  I  know  that  starvation  is 
^ttttking  through  the  land,  and  that  men 


are  perishing  for  want  of  the  merest  i 
sarics  of  life.  When.  I  witness  thisi  and 
reooUect  that  there  is  a  law  which  espe^ 
cially  provides  for  keeping  our  population 
in  absolute  want.  I  cannot  help  attributing 
murder  to  the  {legislature  of  this  country 
— and  wherever  I  stand*  whether  here  or 
out  oif  dtfors,  I  will  denounce  that  system 
as  legislative  murder  which  denies  to  the 
people  of  the  land  food  iu  exchange  for 
the  produce  of  their  industry.  The  noble 
Lord,  the  Member  for  North  Lancashire 
(Lord  Stanley),  has  explicitly  declared, 
that  the  object  of  the  Corn-laws  is  to  keep 
up  the  price  of  corn — in  other  words,  to 
make  it  scarce  and  dear.  This  makes  opt 
the  whole  of  our  case ;  and  we  need  no 
better  agitator  than  the  noble  Lord,  whilst 
he  makes  such  candid  avowals.  I  call  upon 
you,  the  House  of  Commons,  to  ponsider 
tlie  question  as  it  afibcts  the  whole  people, 
especially  the  poor;  and  when  I  see  in 
some  quarters  a  disposition  to  trade  upon  a 
reputation  for  humanity— I  thinlc  I  see  at 
this  moment  in  his  place  the  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  E.  Wilmot)  the  Member  for  North 
Wjirwickshire,  who  is  a  great  friend  to 
the  negro  slave  at  the  Antipodes — I  think 
I  see  also  another  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  B. 
Inglis),  whp  is  a  great  friend  of  the  Church 
Estabbsbment,  and  who,  the  other  night, 
complimented  a  noble  Lord  (Lord  Ashley) 
for  bis  great  fiumanity  as  the  friend  of  the 
unproteoled  generally,  and  of  the  factory 
children  in  particular — when  I  see  a  dls- 

rflition  amongst  you  to  trade  in  humanity, 
will  not  (j|uestion  your  motives,  I  will 
not  deny  that  it  is  really  felt ;  but  this  I 
tell  you,  that  if  you  would  give  force  and 
grace  to  your  professions  of  humanity,  it 
must  not  be  confined  to  the  negro  at  the 
Antipodes,  nor  to  the  building  of  churches, 
nor  the  extension  of  the  Church  Establish- 
ment, nor  to  occasional  visits  to  factories  to 
talk  sentiment  over  factory  children — you 
must  untax  the  people's  bread.  Whilst 
you  retain  that  law,  which  raises  rents  but 
does  not  raise  wages,  you  may  be  humane, 
kind  and  beneficent,  but  your  benevolence 
and  humanity,  more  showy  than  substan- 
tial, will  soon  become  a  mockery  and  a 
bye- word." 

Captain  Came^te  said,  he  could  not  but 
complain  of  the  course  adopted  by  the 
hon.  Members  for  Manchester,  Stockport 
and  Bolton,  jn  getting  up  and  stating  thejr 
opinions,  without  having  the  least  pros- 
pect of  carrying  any  measure  which  tiiey 
might  propose.  He  deprecated  the  prac- 
tice of  enconraging  peripateljc  orat(y«  to 
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perambtiltte  from  tovn  to  town  for  the 
purpose  of  arousing  the  passions  of  the 
working  men.  The  hon.  Member  for  Stock, 
port  having  shifted  the  responsibility  of 
not  bringing  forward  anything  for  the 
relief  of  the  people,  had  turned  round  and 
blamed  her  Majesty's  Ministers  for  not 
having  stated  what  they  intended  to  do, 
although  the  Government  had  only  been 
a  few  weeks  in  office.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Stockport  had  addressed  a  meeting 
the  ether  day  of  what  was  termed  the 
'*  Anti-monopoly  Young  Men's  Associa- 
tion," and  in  his  address  he  had  greatly 
abused  the  system  of  edueation  which 
then  prevailed.  He  (Captain  Carnegie) 
thought,  of  course,  the  hon.  Member  woul(i 
have  brought  forward  a  butler  system,  but 
the  hon.  Member  made  an  end  of  his 
speech  by  informing  the  meeting,  that  in 
ttie  course  of  his  travels  h^  had  seen  ^ome 
Grecian  women  washing  in  the  river  Illys- 
sus.  The  hon.  Member  further  said,  that 
while  he  was  spt^aking  of  the  distress  which 
enlisted,  that  the  other  Members  would  be 
found  following  their  sporting  amusements 
in  the  country.  Some  years  ago,  he  (Cap- 
tain Carnegie)  recoUeptedi  at  a  dinner  at 
Manchester,  it  had  b^en  boasted  that  the 
manufacturers  were  able  to  buy  up  the 
lapdfid  aristocracy  leo  times  over.  Now, 
if  the  manqfaeturers  possessed  this  enor- 
moDf  wealth*  bow  could  they  pretend  to 
profesa  sympathy  for  the  sufTenngs  of  the 
|>opr»  aad  yet  let  103  familiei  pawn  their 
beds  each  rporning  to  redeem  their  clothes. 
The  hon.  Member  had  further  said^  that 
the  Corn^laws  wera  upheld  by  the  bayonet 
and  baptised  in  blood,  or  something  of  the 
sort,  and  that  ha  hoped  the  struggle  wonld 
not  end  in  blood.  He  would  tell  the  hon. 
Member  the  be«t  way  to  prevent  violence 
was  to  abstain  from  using  such  expressions 
as  he  was  pleased  to  indulge  ip.  He 
gave  his  vote  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
because  he  had  confidence  in  hie  ability 
and  iniegri(y»  The  right  hon*  Baronet  had 
not  stumbled  on  power,  but  be  had  been 
borne  into  power  by  the  people,  and  he 
was  backed  by  the  country.  He  for  one, 
bad  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he  trusted 
soon  lo  see  England  in  a  state  of  commer- 
cial prosperity  beyond  what  she  had  yet 
experienced.  But  if  his  anticipations  did 
not  unfortunately  prove  true,  and  if  the 
right  hon.  Baionet  could  not  carry  on  the 
Government  with  satisfaction  to  himself 
and  the  country,  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
himself  stated  what  course  he  would  pur- 


sue. Should  such  a  contingency  arise, 
he  would  not  on  that  account  abstain 
from  aupporting  any  Minister  who  should 
endeavour  to  effect  the  greatest  good  for 
the  greatest  number ;  and  if  her  Majesty 
should  call  to  her  Councils  the  hon. 
Members  for  Stockport  and  Bolton,  he 
should  offer  them  no  factious  opposition. 
He  should  say  to  them,  **  We  have  tried 
and  failed  ;  come  you  and  try  ;"  and,  in 
the  language  which  the  hon.  Member  for 
Bolton  thought  so  inapplicable  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  a  question  like  the  present — 

<<  ImiDatiire  perii,  sad  In  felieior  annos, 
Frater,  vive  tuos,  pptime,  meos." 

Mr.  Thornely  rose  to  offer  an  observa- 
tion on  wh^t  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tamworth, 
when  he  asked  whether  hon.  Members 
opposite  would  now  accept  a  duty  of  8tf., 
the  present  duty  being  1*.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  did  not,  perliaps,  recollect,  that 
though  the  duty  was  yesterday  so  low  as 
\9.,  tliat  to-day  it  had  risen  to  2«.  8^.  *  and 
ft'om  letters  whicli  he  had  received  from 
persons  In  the  com  trade,  he  was  informed 
that  there  was  every  expeetation  of  its 
being  as  high  as  9,08,  M.  before  the  end  of 
October — so  that  the  country  would  have 
been,  on  the  whole,  great  gainers  by  a  fixed 
duty  of  8«.,  and  he  would  aoeept  the  offer 
of  the  right  bon.  Baronet  with  both 
hands.  The  operation  of  the  Slidfng  scale 
was  most  Injurious,  inasmuch  as  it  caused 
great  uncertainty  in  the  transactions  of 
the  trade  in  com.  He  knew  a  ease  of  a 
gentleman  largely  interested  in  the  trade 
with  the  United  States,  who  had  sent 
orders  for  a  quantity  of  flour  by  the  packet 
of  the  4th  August^  but  felt  obli^  to 
countermand  the  oraer,  fVom  the  impos- 
sibility of  its  arrivinff  in  this  country 
in  sufficient  time  to  he  admitted  pt  the 
low  rate  of  duty.  He  knew  of  another 
instance,  which  still  more  strikingly  illus- 
trated the  alnurdity  of  the  sliding  scale. 
He  was  informed,  in  a  letter  which  he  had 
received  from  a  commercial  house  in  Liver- 
pool, that  the  Margaret,  a  large  steamer, 
had  been  chartered,  and  sailed  on  Wednes- 
day, to  return  from  France  nent  week  with 
a  cargo  of  flour.  Here  was  a  groat  addi- 
tional expense  incurred  to  avoid  the  opera- 
tion of  the  sliding  scale,  and  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  trade  of  tlie  country  could 
not  go  on  in  this  way. 

Mr.  Brother  ion  always  rose  with  great 
reluctance.  He  had  presented  a  petition 
from  hie  coostituenta,  calling  on  the  House 
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to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  distress, 
in  the  prayer  of  which  petition  he  entirely 
agreed,  tie  could  state  it  as  a  fact,  that 
the  distress  which  existed  in  the  manufac- 
turing districts  pervaded  all  classes  of  the 
community.  It  was  felt  in  a  great  degree 
by  the  capitalist  in  the  diminution  of  his 
profits  ;  it  was  felt  by  the  tradesman  in  his 
want  of  business,  and  in  the  bad  debts 
caused  by  the  numerous  bankruptcies  that 
were  daily  taking  place ;  it  was  felt  by  the 
manufacturer  in  Ins  inability  to  dispose  of 
his  manu6Eu:tures ;  but,  above  all,  it  was 
felt  most  severely  by  the  working  classes ; 
for  he  took  on  himself  to  say,  that  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  industrious 
fiimilies  were  in  a  state  of  destitution  in 
consequence  of  the  want  of  employment. 
These  were  facts  with  which  the  House 
ought  to  be  acquainted.  It  was  for  them 
to  propose  a  remedy.  The  other  night  he 
haa  stated  the  condition  of  the  boroudi  of 
Salford  in  regard  to  the  number  of  un- 
tenanted houses.  He  believed  he  had  un- 
derstated the  number.  In  the  memorial 
which  he  had  had  the  honour  to  present 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  it  was  stated 
that  there  were  in  that  borough  seventy- 
four  mills,  dye-houses,  and  workshops  of 
various  descriptions  untenanted.  Instead 
of  1,500  houses— the  number  which  he 
had  stated  as  untenanted-^tbere  were  no 
less  than  2,030  in  that  condition,  which,  if 
occupied,  would  yield  a  rental  of  upwards 
of  27*0001.  a  year.  The  poor-rates  were 
double  what  thev  were  in  1836.  He  be- 
lieved this  was  also  the  case  in  Manchester, 
where  during  the  last  year,  upwards  of  ten 
thousand  fiunilies  had  been  relieved  by  sub- 
scription. Cases  of  distress  had  been  men- 
tioned to  him  which  would  harrow  up  the 
feelings  of  any  one  obliged  to  witness  them. 
It  was  for  this  reason  that  he  was  so  ear- 
nestly desirous  that  something  should  be 
done  to  alleviate  the  distress.  He  only 
stated  the  effects  of  the  distress.  It  was 
the  duty  of  Parliament  to  endeavour  to 
find  out  the  cause.  In  regurd  to  the  de- 
preciation of  property  he  had  that  morning 
received  a  letter  which  stated  that  a  mill, 
with  its  machinery,  had  this  week  been 
offered  for  sale.  Tne  property,  a  few  years 
agOy  cost  50,000/.,  and  when  offered  for 
sale  at  public  auction  only  4,500^  was 
bid.  He  understood  that  the  assignees  of 
the  person  to  whom  it  belonged  were  wil- 
ling to  accept  of  10,000/.  for  a  property 
which,  a  few  years  ago,  cost  upwaitls  of 
five  times  that  sum.  Even  property  in 
liouses  had  depreciated  forty  per  cent,  j 


and  from  these  facts  the  House  might  well 
suppose  how  great  was  the  distress  which 
prevailed  in  the  manufacturing  districts. 
Four  years  ago  they  were  in  a  state  of 
prosperity.  A  gentleman  connected  with 
the  trade  had  made  a  calculation  to  show 
that  at  that  time  there  were  worked  up 
weekly  24,000  bags  of  cotton,  giving  em« 
ployroent,  in  one  shape  or  another,  to  about 
2,000,000  persons,  at  an  expenditure  of 
22,000,000/.,  annually.  He  found  that 
the  consumption  of  cotton  had  since  then 
been  reduced  to  19,000  bags;  and  if  the 
population  employed  were  reduced  in  the 
same  proportion,  there  would  be  400,000 
persons  out  of  employment,  or  not  receiv- 
ing the  same  rate  of  wages  which  they  did 
four  years  ago.  Instead  of  the  expenditure 
in  wages  being  22,000,000/,  it  would  not 
now  be  more  than  16,000,000iL  Could 
there,  then,  be  any  doubt  of  the  existence 
of  the  distress  ?  Take  the  silk,  the  wool- 
len, the  iron,  or  any  other  trade,  they 
would  find  that  they  were  equally  depres- 
sed.  It  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the 
distress  was  spreading.  It  could  not  be 
without  a  cause,  and  Parliament  ought  to 
lose  no  time  in  endeavouring  to  ascertain 
it.  Some  might  say  that  it  was  impossible 
things  could  be  improved  by  legislation 
and  that  the  distress  was  caused  by  oyer« 
trading  and  over-production.  That  might 
be  so.  Others  might  sa^  that  it  was  occa- 
casioned  by  the  operations  of  the  joint- 
stock  banks  and  the  currency.  He  was 
ready  to  admit  that  at  one  period  there  had 
been  great  issues  of  paper,  which,  in  a 
certain  degree,  might  create  the  prosperity 
they  had  beheld,  but  they  ought  to  recol- 
lect that  the  contraction  of  these  issues 
could  not  do  otherwise  than  produce  dis- 
tress. He  was  informed  that  at  the  present 
time  the  circulation  was  contracted  to  a 
greater  degree  than  it  had  been  for  a  great 
number  of  years;  but  although  he  was 
ready  to  admit  that  the  distress  might  be 
caused  by  the  contraction  of  the  currency, 
he  begged  to  ask  what  had  been  the  cause 
of  that  contraction,  but  the  present  Corn- 
laws.  Owing  to  the  operation  of  the  sli- 
ding scale,  the  bullion  nad  been  taken  out 
of  the  country,  and  the  Bank  of  England 
had  been  compelled  to  put  on  the  screw, 
as  it  was  called,  in  order  to  bring  the  gold 
back.  It  might  be  said,  how  were  they  to 
know  that  other  countries  would  take  the 
manufactures  of  this  country  in  exchange 
for  their  corn  7  How  were  they  to  know 
this  when  they  had  never  tried  them  ?  He 
wished  to  give  them  the  opportunity^  and 
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he  condemned  the  present  Corn-law^  be- 
cause it  obh'ged  them  to  send  the  gold  out 
of  this  country,  and  consequently  was  the 
cause  of  those  nuctuations  in  the  currency  of 
which  so  much  complaint  had  been  made. 
It  had  been  said  that  they  could  not  ex- 
pect the  evil  to  be  remedied  by  legislation. 
He  said  they  could.  They  had  the  power 
to  legislate,  and  to  repeal  the  Corn-law, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  repealed, 
because  it  was  unjust.  It  might  be  said, 
that  the  manufactures  had  been  prosperous 
in  spite  of  the  Corn-laws.  Be  it  so.  In 
1833,  1834,  and  1835,  they  were  in  a  state 
of  prosperity,  but  then  bread  was  cheap, 
whereas  it  was  now  dear.  He  had  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that,  in  his  opinion, 
bread,  taking  the  present  state  of  tiie 
country  into  consideration,  was  dearer  now 
than  it  was  when  wheat  was  110^.  a  quar- 
ter. Knowing  that  some  remedy  must  be 
proposed,  he  trusted  Parliament  would  in- 
stitute some  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  the 
distress.  If  the  present  Corn.laws  were 
repealed,  if  the  sugar  duties  were  reduced, 
if  they  legislated  for  all  equally  and  not 
for  a  particular  class,  then  no  blame  would 
attach  to  Parliament ;  but  as  the  people 
conceived  the  distress  was  brought  about 
by  the  present  Corn-law,  he  implored  the 
House  to  take  it  into  their  consideration 
without  the  least  delay. 

Mr.  Aglionby  rose  to  offer  hit  testimony 
to  the  extreme  distress  which  existed  in 
the  manufacturing  towns  in  Cumberland. 
In  the  town  of  Cockermouth,  which  he 
represented,  there  were  many  hundreds  of 
families  in  the  greatest  distress,  and  they 
had  hitherto  endured  it  with  the  greatest 
patience  and  forbearance.  Many  willing 
to  work  had  not  been  able  to  procure  em- 
ployment, and  many  had  been  compelled 
to  subsist  and  to  support  their  families  on 
6s.  a  week.  In  Carlisle  he  had  seen  a 
deputation  from  the  sufiering  weavers,  and 
had  hon.  Members  seen  and  heard  them 
they  would  have  felt  for  their  condition. 
He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  opposite  to  this  fact, 
and  no  doubt  he  was  aware,  from  the  re- 
port of  the  hand-loom  weavers*  committee, 
of  the  nature  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
hand-loom  weavers.  He  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  the  fact, 
that  since  the  investigation  had  taken 
place — since  Mr.  Muggridge  had  visited 
Carlisle — the  wages  of  this  class  of  opera- 
tives had  been  reduced  35  per  cent.  He 
was  not  going  into  the  cause  of  this,  but 

vouux.  inm:} 


he  merely  rose  to  say  that  if  the  House 
were  not  prepared  with  a  remedy,  they 
ought,  at  all  events,  to  express  their  sym- 
pathy for  the  distress  that  existed. 

Captain  Fitzroy  said  that  he  would 
only  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  minute  in  consequence  of  the  asser- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  Stockport  as 
to  certain  districts  which  would  produce 
corn  in  sufficient  abundance  to  supply  the 
wants  of  our  population.  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber in  the  course  of  his  travels  had  no 
doubt  seen  many  wonderful  things — he 
had  told  them  he  had  seen  cheese  on  the 
summits  of  the  Alps — that  be  had  met 
with  negroes  at  the  Antipodes,  and  that 
sufficient  corn  might  be  brought  by  steam, 
amply  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  manu-* 
facturers ;  but  he  begged  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  whether  he  was  aware  that  the 
180  millions  of  acres  to  which  he  had  re- 
ferred had  not  yet  been  put  into  cultiva- 
tion ?  And  he  wished  therefore  to  know 
how  those  acres  out  of  cultivation  could 
be  of  any  possible  service  to  the  present 
distressed  condition  of  this  country.  It 
was  to  a  remedy  for  the  present  distress  that 
they  looked,  and  though  they  had  been 
accused  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Dumfries 
of  being  mutes,  he  might  say,  without  fear 
of  contradiction,  that  there  was  as  much 
and  as  deep  feeling  for  that  distress  on 
that  side  of  the  House  as  the  other ;  but 
they  were  loth  to  waste  time,  when  busi- 
ness of  importance  was  waiting,  by  rising 
one  after  another  without  any  motion  be- 
fore the  House,  and  expressing  opinions 
which  had  been  stated  over  and  over  again 
long  ago. 

House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
of  Supply. 

Ordkakce  Estimates.]  Captain  BoU 
dero  said  that  the  present  ordnance  esti- 
mates which  he  rose  to  move  had  been 
prepared  by  the  late  Board  of  Ordnance, 
and  authorised  by  the  late  Master-general. 
It  was  a  legacy  which  had  been  left  to 
them  by  their  predecessors,  and  they  had 
thought  it  their  duty  neither  to  augment 
nor  decrease  them.  Under  the  first  head 
of  ordnance  works  and  repairs  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  there  was  an  item  of 
2,000^.  for  a  steam*engine  of  twelve-horse 
power,  which  was  to  be  erected  at  Wool- 
wich for  the  purpose  of  boring  the  brass 
cannon  in  the  foundry  there,  which  had 
been  hitherto  done  by  horse  power.  The 
application  of  a  steam-engine  had  been 
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the  idea  of  ao  ingenious  and  talented 
man,  bearing  the  tame  name  as  the  gal- 
lant and  distinguished  hero  opposite  (Sir 
C.  Napier),  and  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
informing  the  House  that  it  would  effect  a 
saving  to  the  country  of  400/.  a  year. 
Another  item«  it  would  be  seen,  was  for 
repairs  at  the  powder  mills  at  Waltham 
Abbey.  Some  time  since  the  works  had 
given  way,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
works  were  being  repaired  was  such  as 
would  effect  a  great  saving,  would  enable 
them  to  manufacture  a  superior  powder, 
and  what  was  most  important  of  all, 
would  diminish  the  liability  to  loss  of  life. 
There  was  likewise  an  item  of  two  thou- 
sand pounds  for  storekeeper's  expendi- 
ture,  that  was  occasioned  by  the  pressure 
of  labour  in  the  Royal  Arsenal,  owing  to 
the  shipment  of  heavy  stores  to  China,  the 
Mediterranean,  and  Canada ;  but  a  por- 
tion of  the  extra  men  employed  had  been 
already  discharged,  and  the  remainder 
would  be  in  the  course  of  a  few  months. 
The  next  bead  of  expenditure  was  for 
services  in  Canada;  and  the  different 
items  of  expense  had  been  incurred  by 
order  of  the  commander  of  the  provinces 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  additional 
accommodation  for  the  troops,  and  of  re* 
pairing  barracks  rendered  necessary  by 
the  late  rebellion.  The  kon.  and  gallant 
Member  concluded  by  moYing  a  vote  of 
24,772/.  for  ordnance  works  and  repairs 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  wbicb  was  car- 
ried. 

On  the  vote  of  39,198/.  for  defraying 
ordnance  chaiges  in  Ibe  colonies, 

Mr.  Williams  said,  that  he  wished  for 
tome  explanation  as  to  an  item  of  25,000/. 
for  the  purchase  of  land,  near  Kingaton. 
What  was  the  land  for  ?  And  what  made 
it  of  such  extraordinary  value  ? 

Captain  Boldero  said,  that  these  votes 
had  been  sanctioned  by  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury.  He  believed  that  sosse  time 
ago  a  committee  bad  been  appointed, 
composed  of  tome  of  the  most  scientifw 
ofiicers  in  the  service,  to  consider  the  best 
method  of  improving  the  military  defence 
of  our  colonies;  that  committee  had  .re« 
eommended  that  at  Kingaton  certain  re« 
doubts  should  be  constructed,  and  if  tbe 
bon.  Member  turned  to  tbe  ordnance 
estimates,  be  would  find  a  sum  of  270,000/. 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  batteries  and 
redoubts  at  Kingston;  already  they  had 
built  one  casemated  redoubt,  "capable  of 
holding  350  men,  for  70,000/.     In  June 


last,  there  had  been  a  further  reeon- 
mendation,  sanctioned  by  the  Duke  of 
Wellington,  to  purchase  a  certain  portion 
of  land,  for  the  purpose  of  building  fresh 
forts,  and  that  had  been  done.  Recently, 
by  Act  of  Parliament,  Kingston  had  be^ 
made  the  capital  of  the  United  Provinces, 
and  land  there  had  consequently  increased 
very  much  in  value,  so  that  it  bad  been 
found  impossible  to  purchase  it  at  a  lower 
price. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  that  he  was  quite 
satisfied  that  there  was  no  land  near  Kings* 
ton  which  was  worth  anything  like  the 
price  that  had  been  paid  for  this. 

Captain  Boldero  said,  that  the  land  in 
question  was  very  desirable  for  building 
leases,  and  the  proprietors  of  the  soil  would 
not  sell  it  under  the  price  that  had  been 
paid  for  it. 

Mr.  Aglionhy  said,  this  he  supposed 
was  one  of  the  blessings  of  colonies— to 
have  to  pay  272,000/.  for  fortifying  them. 
He  thought  it  was  paying  extremely  dear 
for  such  a  blessing. 

Mr.  WiUiams  had  great  reluctance  in 
allowing  this  vote  to  pass  without  a  divi- 
sion; and  if  the  present  Ministers  had 
been  at  all  responsible  for  those  estimates, 
he  certainly  should  have  taken  the  sense 
of  the  House  upon  it. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  being  put,  that  the  sum 
of  3,184/.  be  granted  on  account  of  ord- 
nance stores. 

Sir  Charles  Napier  said,  that  he  shoul 
take  this  opportunity  of  again  addressing 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  on  the  propriety 
of  reconsidering  the  manner  in  which  the 
Board  of  Ordnance  was  at  present  con- 
structed.  When  he  mentioned  this  subject 
on  a  former  occasion,  he  was  told  that  it 
was  not  customary  always  to  appoint  a 
naval  officer  on  that  Board ;  but  of  this 
he  was  convinced,  that  the  duties  of  the 
Board  could  not  be  properly  performed 
without  an  officer  of  the  navy  belonging 
to  it ;  he  therefore  was  anxious  to  press 
upon  the  riglit  hon.  Baronet  the  propriety 
of  making  such  an  appointment.  He  was 
not  arguing  this  from  any  factious  motive, 
but  from  a  thorough  conviction  that  the 
duties  of  the  Board,  so  far  as  the  navy 
was  concerned,  could  not  be  properly  dis« 
charged,  nor  the  naval  service  be  well- 
conducted,  unless  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Board  t>elonged  to  tbe  navy.  So  long 
ago  as  the  year  1830,  he  addressed  a  letter 
to  a  very  distinguished  naval  officer  re- 
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latif^  to  the  manner  in  which  the  navy 
wat  equipped.  It  was  just  previous  to 
his  right  hon.  Friend,  the  Member  for 
Dorchester  (Sir  James  Graham),  being 
made  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  In 
thai  letter  he  stated,  that  the  ordnance 
supplies  made  to  the  ships  with  which  he 
.had  been  professionally  connected,  were 
of  the  worst  kind,  that  many  of  the  mus- 
keta  went  off  half-cocked,  many  would 
not  go  off  at  all,  and  that  the  comparison, 
**  as  bad  as  a  ship's  musket,"  was  quite 
proverbial.  Other  things  were  quite  as 
bad  as  the  muskets,  and  he  at  that  time 
stated,  thai  as  lokg  as  the  present  system 
stood,  the  evil  he  complained  of  could 
not  be  corrected;  for,  as  the  navy  was 
not  represented  at  the  Board  of  Ordnance, 
everything  relative  to  that  branch  of  the 
public  service  was  allowed  to  stand  still. 
When  Earl  Grey  came  into  o6Sce,  he  saw 
the  impropriety  of  not  having  a  naval 
officer  constantly  at  the  Board,  and  he 
appointed  his  late  gallant  friend,  Captain 
Duncan,  a  member.  No  man  could  give 
a  better  description  of  Captain  Duncan  s 
ability  to  diseharge  his  duty,  and  of  the 
great  lienefit  derived  by  the  Board  of  Ad« 
miralty  from  that  gallant  officer's  expe 
rience,  than  his  right  hon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  Dorchester,  who  was  at  the 
bead  of  the  Admiralty  at  that  time.  When 
Ijord  Melbourne  came  into  power,  and 
(offmed  his  Administration,  he  committed 
a  great  error  in  not  appointing  a  naval 
officer  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance.  He 
presemed  it  to  have  arisen  from  political 
causes,  as  in  the  present  cAse ;  biit  Lord 
Melbourne  soon  saw  and  corrected  his 
error,  by  appeintiog  the  gallant  Member 
for  Greenwich  (Captain  Dondas),  and  an- 
other gallant  Officer^  (Captain  Berkeley), 
to  the  Board*  But  the  Board  has  again 
been  recoostructedy  and  at  the  present 
moment,  no  officer  connected  witli  the 
navy  belonged  to  it.  This  gave  him  great 
reason  to  fear  that  all  the  improvements 
whieh  had  been  brought  ibrwaitl  by  those 
gallant  officers  whom  he  had  named, 
would  fall  into  disuse,  and  that  the  Board 
would  get  back  to  the  old  and  bad  system. 
When  he  was  employed  on  the  coast  of 
Syria,  and  it  became  necessary  to  use  fire- 
armsy  a  gnat  number  of  tite  muskets  that 
^re  brought  forward,  were  utterly  unfit 
•  service.  The  mountaineers  themselves 
sed  to  take  our  arms,  because  they 
so  bad.  He  wished  the  right  hon. 
1%,  who   bad   a  son    in  the  navy. 


would  send  for  that  youngster,  who,  he 
understood,  was  a  very  fine  young  roan, 
and  ask  his  opinion  about  the  matter, 
and  what  he  would  think  of  having  a 
useless  musket  put  into  his  hands  to  face 
the  enemy  with.  Some  of  the  members 
of  the  present  Board  of  Ordnance  might 
make  excellent  lawyers,  but  he  thought 
they  were  very  unfit  to  be  entrusted  with 
the  management  of  the  navy. 

Sir  R.  Peel  felt  great  pleasure  at  having 
a  son  of  his  honoured  by  being  noticed 
by  so  distinguished  a  member  of  his  own 
profession  as  the  gallant  Officer.  He 
should  be  exceedingly  sorry  to  lay  down 
any  rule  against  the  employment  of  naval 
officers,  or  to  do  anything  that  should  have 
the  appearance  of  under-rating  the  talent 
or  the  importance  of  the  services  of  the 
members  of  that  profession.  But  he  con- 
fessed it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the 
reasoning  of  the  gallant  Officer  sup- 
ported the  opinion  be  had  expressed,  be- 
cause there  actually  was  a  naval  officer 
on  the  Board  of  Ordnance  at  the  very 
time  when  he  addressed  the  letter  repre* 
senting  the  manner  in  which  our  ships 
were  equipped. 

Sir  Charles  Napier  meant  say,  that  it 
was  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  a  proper 
supply  of  ordnance,  and  he  believed  that 
the  muskets  applied  for  were  only  now,  at 
the  present  moment  ready. 

Sir  R.  Peel  should  have  thought,  that 
a  military  man  was  as  competent  to  take 
care  that  the  roaskela  were  good  as  a  naval 
officer. 

Sir  CkarUe  NapUr :  It  never  has  been 
so. 

Sir  R.  Peel  assured  the  gallant  Officer 
that  he  should  be  most  unwilling  to  imply 
the  slightest  doubt  of  the  capacity  of  any 
member  of  the  profession  of  which  he  was 
so  great  an  ornament ;  but  the  observation 
of  the  gallant  Officer  certainly  dki  imply 
(without  intention  of  course)  a  doubt  of 
the  capacity  of  the  members  of  the  military 
profession,  when  he  stated  that  it  was 
impossible  for  the  navy  to  have  good 
muskets,  unless  a  naval  officer  were  on 
the  Board  of  Ordnance.  He  could  easily 
believe  that  the  assistance  of  a  naval 
man  would  be  beneficial  at  the  Board, 
bat  he  really  did  hope  that  there  were 
men  of  sufficient  acumen,  and  sufficient 
experience  to  take  care  that  such  mus* 
kcts  were  supplied  as  did  not  go  off  at 
half-cock. 

Sir  Ckarlei  iVsp^^^^yXbftJi^glAon^ 
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Baronet  confined  himself  to  muskets  ;but 
there  were  many  oiher  things  to  be  looked 
to,  which  none  but  naval  men  could  un- 
derstand. He  should  like  to  know  what 
a  military  man  knew  about  ship-gun-car- 
riages, or  how  a  gun  should  be  fitted  or 
elevated.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
guns  with  which  the  navy  had  been  fitted 
through  the  ordnance  department  were  of 
the  very  worst  sort  of  any  navy  in  the 
world,  not  even  excepting  Mehemet  Ali*8 
ships. 

Mr.  Wakley  presumed,  from  the  silence 
or  hon.  Members  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  ordnance  department,  that  the 
allegations  of  the  gallant  Officer  were  such 
as  could  not  be  contradicted.  That  gal- 
lant Officer  had  declared  that  the  naval 
service  of  this  country,  which  they  ought 
to  uphold  above  all  others,  had  sustained 
an  injury  in  consequence  of  there  not  being 
any  naval  officer  on  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance. Was  it  right  that  a  statement  of 
that  kind  should  be  made  on  such  high 
authority,  without  a  hope  being  held  out 
that  means  of  redress  would  be  immedi- 
ately applied.  He  trusted,  that  if  the 
Board  of  Ordnance  were  inefficient,  some 
change  would  be  made  in  the  constitution 
of  it.  The  public  interests  of  the  country 
demanded,  and  the  reputation  of  the  navy 
required  it;  for  that  reputation  could  not 
be  maintained  if  such  statements  were  to 
go  forth  to  Europe.  He  wished  to  ask 
whether  any  inquiry  had  been  instituted 
with  reapect  to  the  inventions  of  Mr. 
Warner?  He  alluded  to  the  destructive 
machine— experiments  on  which  he  un- 
derstood the  right  hon.  Gentleman  (Sir 
H.  Hardine^)  had  himself  witnessed. 

Sir  H,  Hardinge  wished  to  observe,  that 
having  been  for  some  time  connected  with 
the  Board  of  Ordnance,  the  uniform  prac- 
tice was,  that  whenever  any  requisition 
was  made  by  the  Board  of  Admiralty  for 
gun-carriages,  or  any  new  invention  of  the 
gun  which  it  was  thought  advisable  for 
the  navy  to  adopt,  it  had  been  the  invari- 
able rule  of  the  Ordnance  Board  to  carry 
the  wishes  of  the  Admiralty  into  effect. 
He  recollected, several  years  ago,in  the  case 
of  the  ship  Caledonia,  the  inventions  of  Sir 
Thomas  Hardy,  General  Miller,  and  Sir 
William  Congreve,  were  all  fairly  brought 
forward  and  tried  by  a  united  Board.  The 
Board  of  Ordnance  merely  gave  its  opin- 
ion as  to  what  it  thought  to  be  most  effi- 
cient, but  it  remained  for  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  positively  to  determine  what 


was  the  best  gun  to  be  adopted,  and  £Hr 
George  Cockbnrn  and  his  brother  offiosn 
of  the  board  did  actually  decide  that  ques« 
tion.  The  Board  of  Ordnance,  in  faet, 
merely  carried  into  execution  the  wishes  of 
the  Board  of  Admiralty.  As  to  there 
being  at  present  no  naval  officer  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  he  could  only, 
state  that  nine-tenths  of  Ifae  bostness 
transacted  by  the  Board  was  military  and 
not  naval  business.  There  might  be  an 
advantage,  he  admitted,  in  having  a  naval 
officer  on  the  board ;  but  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for  it,  he  thought  the  fact  he  had  just 
stated  would  not  sustain  any  such  propo- 
sition .  Formerly,  the  Board  consisted  of  a 
lieutenant-general,  and  four  other  officers  ; 
now  it  consisted  only  of  three  officers- 
two  military  officers  and  one  civil  officer, 
he  being  the  store  keeper.  This  was  suf- 
ficient to  create  the  difficulty  of  appointing 
a  naval  officer  on  the  Board. 

Captain  Berkeley  said,  that  he  had 
belonged  to  two  Boards  of  Admiralty,  and 
in  each  of  them  there  was  a  strong  feeling 
that  the  Naval  Ordnance  ought  to  be  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 
He  was  sure  before  he  left  the  Admiralty 
that  there  was  a  strong  feeling  in  favour  of 
the  adoption  of  new  arms,  and  why  they 
had  not  been  adopted  he  knew  not. 

Major  Beresford  wished  to  inquire 
whether  the  vessel  now  building  at  Har* 
wich  had  been  contracted  for,  and  if  she 
was  being  built  by  contract,  whether  the 
lowest  tender  had  been  accepted  ? 

Captain  Boldero  said,  that  the  third 
contract  had  been  accepted,  because  the 
two  contracts  below  that  had  been  clogged 
with  stipulations  to  which  it  was  not 
thought  right  to  agree. 

Major  Beresfwd  wished  to  know  whether 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  produce 
the  correspondence  that  had  taken  place 
on  the  subject. 

Captain  Boldero  was  understood  to  ob- 
ject to  this. 

Sir  Ckarlei  Napier  felt  himself  bound 
again  to  call  attention  to  the  subject  of 
arms  for  the  navy.  He  had  been  thirty* 
one  years  in  the  service,  and  he  had  never 
yet  seen  in  the  navy  a  good  musket  or  a 
good  cartouch-box,  or  even  a  good  lock  to 
a  musket.  He  appealed  to  any  naval 
officer  who  heard  him  to  say  whether  or 
not  he  exaggerated.  There  were  600 
captains  in  the  navy,  and  200  admirals ; 
they  were  almost  all  Conservatives ;  surely 
the  right  hon.  Barpn^t Ji9?gfet  A%!^^fettnd 
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one  amoogst  the  number  whom  be  could 
bBTe  pieced  on  the  Board  of  Ordnance. 
He  called  on  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Dorchester  to  say,  if  the  service  had  not 
derived  great  advantage  from  the  circum- 
stance of  Captain  Duncan  belonging  to 
the  Board  of  Ordnance. 

Sir  James  Oraham  should  be  sorry 
to  utter  one  word  in  depreciation  of 
the  services  of  Captain  Duncan.  He 
had  derived  great  satisfaction  from  hav- 
ing had  that  gallant  officer  as  his  col- 
league, and  he  was  perfectly  ready  to 
say,  that  the  service  had  derived  the 
utmost  benefit  from  the  a«ssistance  which 
he  gave  in  his  official  capacity,  but  he  did 
not  think,  that  it  was  indispensably  ne* 
cessary  at  all  times  to  have  a  naval  officer 
on  the  Board  of  Ordnance.  There  were 
civil  details  requiring  the  attention,  know- 
ledge, and  habits  of  a  civilian,  and  such  a 
man,  he  thought,  ought  to  fill  the  office 
of  clerk  of  that  Board.  When  he  first 
came  into  office,  Mr.  Ward  filled  that  si- 
tuation. He  was  not  prepared  to  say  any- 
thing against  the  appointment  of  naval 
officers,  but  at  the  same  time,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  give  any  distinct  pledge  upon 
the  subject. 

Captain  Pechell  observed,  that  the  tes- 
timony of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Dorchester  was  of  great  importance  upon 
an  occasion  such  as  the  present.  It  was, 
he  believed,  the  fact,  that  Captain  Dun- 
can had  been  placed  on  the  Board  of 
Ordnance  with  the  full  consent  of  the  right 
boo.  Baronet  who  spoke  last,  and  he 
thought,  that  the  objection  urged  by  the 
gallant  Member  for  Marylebone  ought  to 
meet  with  serious  attention.  The  ineffici- 
ency of  the  arms  supplied  to  the  navy  was 
universally  admittea ;  the  cutlasses  were 
no  better  than  so  many  iron  hoops— i-they 
were  only  fit  for  barter  on  the  coast  of 
Africa.  No  one  could  deny,  that  the  ac- 
tivity of  Captain  Duncan,  while  on  the 
Board,  had  been  productive  of  the  best 
efieets.  He  did  not  say,  but  that  in  the 
course  of  twenty  years,  improvements 
might  be  effected,  without  having  naval 
officers  connected  with  the  Board  of  Ord- 
nance ;  but  of  what  value  would  such  im- 
provements be  to  the  present  generation  ? 
And  he,  therefore,  hoped,  that  the  right 
bon.  Baronet^  seeing  the  dissatisfaction 
which  prevailed,  would  take  measures  for 
putting  an  end  to  the  causes  of  discontent 
and  apprehension.  As  one  of  the  right 
bon.  Baronet's  relatives  bad  obtained  fa- 


vourable notice  in  the  navy,  he  hoped  the 
appointment  of  another  relative  to  the 
Ordnance,  would  be  attended  with  benefit 
to  the  service,  and  prove  deserving  of 
similar  approbation. 

Sir  C.  Napier  said,  whether  the  House 
took  any  interest  in  the  subject  then  be- 
fore them  was  what  he  did  not  know.  He 
should  not  say,  that  he  did  not  care,  for 
he  cared  a  great  deal ;  but  this  he  would 
take  upon  himself  to  say,  that  if  they  did 
not  pay  more  attention  to  the  subject,  dis- 
asters must  occur,  which  would  astonish 
them.  He  was  grateful  to  the  present 
Government  for  the  addition  made  to  the 
seamen,  for  our  ships  had  not  been  manned 
as  they  ought  to  be  ;  and  on  a  recent  oc- 
casion, if  a  large  French  fleet,  well  man- 
ned, had  borne  down  upon  them,  no  man 
could  have  told  what  the  consequences 
might  have  been.  Whatever  party  might 
be  in  power,  whether  Whigs  or  Tories,  or 
his  hon.  Friends,  the  Radicals,  he  hoped, 
that  means  would  be  taken  to  prevent  our 
being  disgraced,  as  we  had  been  in  the 
American  war. 

Captain  Fitzroy  said,  that  the  gallant 
Commodore  had  omitted  to  notice  the 
great  improvements  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  great  guns,  and 
of  the  powder  on  board  ship,  and  of  fitting 
the  guns  with  Congreve  sights  by  the 
Boaid  of  Ordnance.  The  muskets  were 
the  same  for  the  navy  as  for  the  army. 
[Commodore  Napier:  No,  no.]  He 
could  only  say,  that  they  were  marked 
••  Tower."  Within  the  last  year  or  two, 
improvements  had  been  made  in  the  mus- 
kets, which  would  be  introduced  into  the 
navy  as  soon  as  they  were  found  tobe 
worthy  of  introduction. 

Lord  A,  Lennox  said,  a  difference  of 
opinion  seemed  to  exist  with  reference  to 
the  muskets  issued  to  the  army  and  navy. 
As  a  military  man,  he  could  only  say,  if 
the  same  arms  were  issued  to  the  navy  as 
to  the  army,  nothing  could  be  worse  than 
they  were.  He  had  been  some  twenty 
years  in  the  service,  and  he  would  venture 
to  say,  that  more  wretched  arms  could  not 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  a  soldier,  than 
were  given  to  our  army.  He  hoped,  that 
this  discussion  would  have  the  effect  of 
placing  better  arms  in  the  soldiers'  hands ; 
without  doing  so,  it  was  cruel  to  place 
soldiers  in  situations  of  danger  and  re- 
sponsibility. 

Sir  C  Napier  said,  that  as  to  the  im- 
provemenU  spoke©,  j^f Jy^p^ptgiiLgUroy, 
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the  Americans  were  three  years  before  us 
in  those  improvemeots. 

Colonel  Peel  thought,  that  some  of 
the  Members  of  the  late  Board  of  Ord- 
nance ought  to  have  defended  its  previous 
conduct.  He  should  give  his  whole  time 
and  attention  to  the  improvements  in  the 
roqskets  and  to  the  military  part  of  the  de- 
partment. 

Captain  Berkeley  said,  the  very  admis- 
sion just  made  by  the  gallant  Colonel, 
that  "  He  would  devote  himself  to  the 
military  part  of  the  ordnance  department/' 
showed  that  they  ought  to  have  persons  to 
attend  to  the  navy  department.  He  re- 
collected the  navy  having  had  to  distribute 
a  quantity  of  muskets  to  the  Spaniards, 
and  that  they  (the  navy)  much  wished  to 
take  those  muskets,  and  give  the  Spaniards 
their  own  insiead  of  them. 

Colonel  Fox  said,  the  new  percussion 
gun  had  given  great  satisfaction. 

Viscount  Palmer iton  said,  there  was  no 
subject  which  had  more  engrossed  the  at- 
tention of  the  late  Master-general  of  the 
Ordnance  than  the  quality  of  ihe  muskets 
given  to  the  British  army.  He  had  been 
long  sensible  that  that  arm  was  not  such 
a  one  as  ought  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
Britiih  troops,  and  had  devoted  a  great 
deal  of  time  and  attention  to  diBerent  ex- 
periments on  the  various  improvements 
which  had  taken  place,  with  the  view  of 
arriving  at  an  opinion  as  to  what  was  the 
best  arm  to  be  given  to  the  army.  It 
would  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  House, 
that  his  noble  Friend  had  proposed  a  vote 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  a  large  por« 
tioD  of  the  army  with  a  musket  of  a  new 
construction.  It  had  been  a  subject  of 
great  anxiety  to  him,  that  circamslances 
had  prevented  him  from  supplying  the 
army  more  generally  with  that  musket ;  he 
had  been  anxious  to  do  so  as  fast  as 
Parliament  would  supply  him  with  the 
means. 

Lord  A.  Lennox  had  not  alluded  be- 
fore to  the  new  muskets,  for,  unfortu- 
nately, the  army  was  not  supplied  with 
them.  He  had  endeavoured  to  obtain 
them  for  his  own  regiment  on  the  borders 
of  Canada,  but  without  effect ;  and  that 
regiment  was  now  supplied  with  arms  that 
were  not  of  any  use. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

On  the  vote  of  590/.,  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  military  superannuation. 

Mr.  WaUey  wished  to  know  if  anything 
further  bad  been  done  with  regard  to 


Captain  Warner,  toward  purchasing  his 
explosive  invention  ? 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  that  the  regular  course 
should  be  followed  in  these  matten ;  he 
was  persuaded  that  it  was  the  proper 
course.  His  recommendation  had  been, 
that  Captain  Warner  should  address  him- 
self to  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  those 
departments  of  the  service  that  were 
responsible.  The  subject  had  not  been 
brought  under  consideration  since  he  had 
come  into  office. 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  that  Captain  Warner 
had  been  very  loud  in  his  Complaints 
against  the  Board  of  Ordnance— that  they 
had  endeavoured  to  interfere  with  his 
patent.  He  hoped  that  the  new  Board  of 
Ordnance  would  take  the  subject  into 
consideration,  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  himself  seen  the  tremendous  effects  of 
the  explosive  power. 

Colonel  Fox  believed  that  Captain 
Warner  had  been  offered  a  committee  to 
inquire  as  to  his  invention,  but  had  de- 
clined it. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  said,  that  Captain  Warner 
had  refused  to  submit  his  invention  to 
examination  to  individuals  appointed  by 
the  Admiralty,  and  the  Admiralty  had  re« 
fused  to  grant  him  compensation  without 
some  grounds  to  proceed  on. 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  that  Captain  Warner*s 
invention  was  a  secret  which  the  various 
powers  of  Europe  were  anxious  to  purchase, 
and  vast  sums  of  money  had  been  offered 
to  him  for  it.  It  could  not  be  expected 
that  he  should  submit  his  invention  to  a 
committee,  in  the  appointment  of  which 
be  had  no  voice.  The  public  would  expect 
that  an  investigation  should  be  made  into 
the  powers  whieh  his  invention  possessed. 

Captain  .Berkeley  said,  be  had  takes 
some  interest  in  the  subject;  but  itappeared 
impossible  to  entertain  Captain  Warner's 
proposition ;  for,  from  his  refusing  to  state 
the  nature  of  his  invention,  it  was  deemed 
impossible  to  admit  such  an  article  oo 
board  a  man-of-war,  aa  it  was  not  certain 
but  that  it  might  blow  up  and  destroy  the 
ship. 

Vote  agreed  to. 

The  House  reaumed.  Report  to  be  re- 
ceived. 

Lunatics  Bill.]  The  Lunatics  Bill 
report  was  brought  up,  and  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed* 

Adjourned 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 
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Prison  Discpline.]]  Lord  Brougham 
rose  to  call  tlie  attention  of  their  Lordships, 
to  a  subject  in  which  the  House  had  at 
different  periods  manifested  considerable 
and  a  very  natural  interest,  considering 
their  high  judicial  as  well  as  legislative 
capacity,  that  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  prisons  of  the  realm  were  managed. 
Their  Lordships  were  aware  that  in  1825 
a  bill  was  brought  into  Parliament  by 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  at  that  time  at  the  head 
of  the  Home  Department^  which  bill  was 
subsequeatly  passed  into  a  law,  called  the 
Gaol  Act,  the  purpose  of  which  was  to 
make  the  discipline  of  prisons  as  nearly  as 
possible  uniform  throughout  the  country. 
Very  great  improvements,  no  doubt,  re- 
sulted from  that  act,  but  some  ten  years 
after,  in  1835,  their  Lordships  were  of 
opinion,  that  still  further  improvements 
might  be  made,  and  on  the  motion  of  a  noUe 
Friend  of  his  (the  Duke  of  Richmond),  a 
committee  was  appointed  which  sat  for 
some  weeks,  examined  a  great  number  of 
witnesses,  inspected  many  prisons,  and 
made  a  most  valuable  report ;  and  out  of 
that  report  proceeded  the  act  of  the  same 
year,  the  I>ake  of  Richmond's  Act,  the 
5tb  and  6th  Will.  4th,  for  the  further 
improvement  of  prison  discipline.  The 
prineipal  alterations  effected  by  this  act 
were  the  giving  the  Secretary  of  State, 
instead  of  the  Judges,  the  power  of  approv- 
ing,  or  rejecting,  or  altering  the  rules  of 
prisons  from  time  to  time  promulgated  by 
magiatrates;  the  g^mf  the  Secretary  of 
Stale  the  power  of  making  such  rules  him* 
aalf,  aad  also  the  power  oif  inspecting  pri- 
sons by  binself  or  by  deputy,  and  above  all, 
tlw  important  power  of  appointing  in- 
•peotors  who  should,  from  time  to  time, 
examine  the  state  of  prisons  and  report 
thereupon  to  the  House  Department  In 
ponuanoe  of  tbisaet^  six  most  valua- 
ble reports  had  been  made  by  the  in- 
spectorsj  ermtaining  a  vast  body  of  tise- 
lul  iaiformatioa--ii8efiil  not  only  to  the 
Home  Departmeat  in  carrying  the  mea- 
soie  into  encntion^  but  nsdrul  also  to 
the  L^gisbtitre  in  considering  the  whole 
qneslioB*    Thces  leporte  had  poiated  out 


to  the  Home  Oifioe  a  number  of  cases  in 
which    particular   prisons   had    departed 
from  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  different 
gaol  acts,  and  the  effect  of  thus  commu« 
nicating  to  the  Home   Office  the  precise 
parties  who  had  failed  in  their  duty,  or  had 
improper  notions  of  their  duty,  had  been, 
that  in  a  great  majority  of  instances  the 
subject-matter  of  complaint  had  been  re<* 
moved  by  those  parties.     It  was,  therefore, 
clear,  that  a  considerable  amount  of  benefit 
had  resulted  to  tlie  public  from  the  mea- 
sures which  had  already  been  passed  on  the 
subject.     The  persons  appointed  to  con- 
duct the  inquiry  had  performed  their  duty, 
generally  speakmg,  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner ;  and  no  one  could  read  the  latter 
reports,  the 5th,  and  6th,  without  being  con- 
vinced that  the  complaints  made  in  the  four 
first  reports  had  had  the  effect  of  reme- 
dying the  evils  and  correcting  the  abuses 
complained  of.  He  might,  therefore,  safely 
assert,  that  in  the  vast  majority  of  instances, 
the  evils  and  abuses  complained  of  had  been 
corrected  in  consequence  of  the  reports  of 
the  inspectors.     Nevertheless,  there  were 
many  instances  in  which  the  evils  and  the 
abuses  had  not  been  corrected,  and  the 
inspectors  had  reported  in  vain,  for  either 
the  communications  from  the  Home  Oflice 
had  not  been  made  in  consequence,  or  if 
made,  had  not  been  attended  to.  He  would 
state  a  few  cases  to  show  the  necessity  of 
still  further  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
Secretary  of  State;  and  in  calling  their 
Lordships'  attention  to  that  part  of  the 
subject,  he  should  avoid  stating  either  the 
names  of  individuals,  or  even  the  names  of 
the  prisons  referred  to;  and  his  reason  was 
this,  that  at  that  late  period  of  the  Session 
those  statements   would  be  disseminated 
throughout  the  country  with  a  publicity 
which  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  other 
persons  to  hope  to  equal ,  and  the  conse. 
quenoe  would  be,  that  for  the  next  three  or 
mur  months  those  persons  against  whom 
complaints  might  be  made,  would  have  no 
opportunity  of  being  heard  in  their  defencOj 
or  of  offering  any  explanation  of  their 
conduct,   with    anything   like   the    pub- 
licity which  these  charges  would  have  re- 
ceived.    No  doubt  it  might  be  said,  that 
he  was  speaking    of  things  which    had 
already  appeared  printed  in  the  inspectors' 
report,  but  not  one-hundredth  part  of  the 
penons  had    rrad  or  would   read   them 
m  those  reports^  who  would  read  what 
might  be  stated  on  the  subject  in  Parliap 
ment,  more  especially  if  those  statements 
coDtaiiicd  cbmrgcs  against  iudividuriit.  For 
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tbi8  1*68800  he  should  abstain  from  men- 
tioning any  names,  and  content  himself  with 
laying  before  their  Lordships  certain  facts 
which  he  considered  to  be  worthy  of  their 
attention.  He  sliould  commence  with  re- 
minding their  Lordships  of  complaints 
lately  made,  not,  indeed,  against  the  magis- 
trates, but  against  some  officious  persons 
who  appeared  to  have  put  the  power  of  the 
magistrates  in  motion,  on  the  subject  of 
what  he  could  wish  to  call  obsolete  sta- 
tutes ;  only  that,  by  the  laws  of  England, 
there  were  no  obsolete  statutes — but  on  the 
subject  of  statutes  whidi  had  not  been  acted 
upon  for  very  many  years,  he  might  say 
centuries,  and  he  mentioned  this  point, 
because  it  was  from  the  circumstance  of  his 
attention  being  called  to  this  part  of  the 
subject  by  an  old  and  valued  Friend  of  his 
(Mr.  Figou),  who  had  bestowed  much 
consideration  upon  the  question,  and 
by  whose  means  many  abuses  had  been 
pointed  out  to  the  authorities,  and  were, 
it  was  to  be  hoped,  in  course  of  remedy — 
it  was  from  the  circumstance  of  his  atten- 
tion being  called  to  this  part  of  the  report, 
that  he  had  extended  his  consideration  to 
the  whole  of  the  reports  of  the  prison  in- 
spectors, and  he  found  that  on  a  former 
occasion  he  had  understated  to  their  Lord* 
ships  the  evils  of  the  officious  zeal  of  which 
he  had  complained.  He  had  then  stated 
that  eleven  persons  had  been  punished  for 
non-attendance  at  church,  of  whom  one  had 
been  sixty-one  days  in  prison,  and  the  others 
sixty-three.  But  he  had  since  found  that 
there  had  been  a  still  worse  case ;  for  one 
man,  a  labourer,  had  been  in  confinement 
ten  weeks,  in  consequence  of  being  con- 
victed in  a  penalty  of  1^.,  with  145.  costs, 
for  having  been  absent  from  church  a  single 
Sunday  without  reasonable  excuse.  At  the 
end  of  the  seventy  days,  application  was 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who,  very 
properly,  was  pleased  to  recommend  her 
Majesty  to  pardon  this  man  for  the  ofience 
of  having  been  absent  from  church  one  Sun- 
day, and  he  was  released,  after  having  suf- 
fered seventy  days'  imprisonment.  He  could 
hardly  trust  himself  to  speak  of  such  a 
case ;  suffice  it  to  say,  he  was  quite  sure 
that  if  anything  couldftend  to  the  desecra- 
tion of  the  Sabbath,  it  was  such  conduct 
as  that.  He  had  been  informed  that  the 
informations  had  been  laid  against  these 
persons  by  the  procurement  of  a  magis- 
trate, and  he  should  expect  that  inquiry 
be  made  into  the  subject  at  the  Home  De- 
partment, whether  this  were  the  &ct  or  no. 
For,  though  he  had  before  obserred,  that 


the  justices  were  not  to  blame  in  this  i 
ter,  inasmuch  as  if  an  information  was  laid 
before  them,  and  proved,  the  law  was  im« 
perative,  and  they  must  act  upon  it ;  yet 
if  it  were  found  that  one  justice  had  kid 
these  informations  before  other  justices,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  this  law  executed, 
the  enforcement  of  which  was  imperative 
upon  them,  then  he  would  say,  that  the 
magistrate  laying  the  information  was  not 
wi^out  blame.  But  he  had  been  told,  by 
way  of  excuse,  that  these  men  were  persona 
of  bad  character,  good-for-nothing  people, 
who  had  been  guilty  of  other  excesses,  and 
that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  punishing 
them  for  their  excesses  that  this  dormant 
statute  had  been  awakened.  Now,  that  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  no  justification,  no 
extenuation,  but  rather  an  aggravation  than 
an  excuse— for  every  magistrate  ou^t  to 
know  that  there  was  nothing  worse,  no- 
thing more  irregular,  nothing  more  odcu- 
lated  to  bring  the  administration  of  justice 
into  contempt,  than  to  convict  a  person  of 
one  offence  and  sentence  him  for  another. 
To  proceed  with  the  report  of  the  in- 
spectors, one  ereat  subject  of  complaint  was 
the  entire  variety  of  management  which  pre« 
vailed  in  the  different  prisons.  He  found 
that  while  in  one  prison  one  kind  of  diet 
was  allowed,  in  another  a  totally  different 
kind  of  diet  prevailed.  In  some  prisons 
for  example,  animal  food  in  small  quan- 
tities was  given,  while  in  others  no  animal 
diet  at  all  was  allowed.  In  some  prisons 
for  the  first  three  months,  in  others  for 
the  first  six  months  of  confinement,  no 
nourishment  beyond  a  low  kind  of  diet 
was  allowed ;  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
the  nourishment  was  increased.  But  a 
complaint  frequently  made  by  these  in- 
spectors was,  that  the  diet  was  too  low 
for  persons  condemned  to  hard  labour,  a 
system  which  was  found  to  inflict  great, 
and  in  many  cases  permanent  injury 
upon  those  who  came  under  its  opera- 
tion. One  prison  in  particular  was  men* 
tioned,  where  the  diet  in  these  cases  was 
so  low  that  many  of  the  prisoners  were  suf- 
fering from  a  dreadful  disease,  which,  he 
believed,  was  now  peculiar  to  prisons,  al- 
though at  one  time  it  had  been  very  pie- 
▼alent  in  this  country — he  meant  the  land 
scurvy.  In  the  case  alluded  to,  it  was  dear 
that  the  diet  was  below  what  it  ought  to  be« 
and  the  reports  of  the  medical  men  all 
went  to  show,  that  low  diet  was  one  of  the 
principal  causes  of  the  disease.  In  that 
prison,  the  proportion  of  persons  in  the 
hospital  amounted,  at  the  time  the  report 
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WB8  made,  to  ten  penoos  out  of  fifty,  the 
total  number  of  those  in  the  prison ;  thus, 
on^fifth  of  the  inmates  of  the  prison  were 
in  the  hospital,  and  the  medical  officer  of 
the  prison  stated^  that  such  was  the  usual 
proportion.  Now,  it  was  clear  that  there 
must  be  something  wrong  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  prison  to  give  so  large  a  pro- 
portion. He  would  not  enter  further  into 
particulars,  as  it  was  his  intention  to 
famish  the  Home  Department  with  a  refer- 
ence to  the  pages  of  the  reports  in  which 
those  particulars  were  stated,  in  order  that 
the  oTils  might  be  inquired  into*  There 
was  another  i£use,  whicn  it  appeared  to  him 
required  a  remedy,  and  that  was  the  gaoler 
having,  contrary  to  the  twenty-four  rules 
of  the  Gaol  Act  of  1825,  a  direct  interest 
in  the  supply  of  articles  to  the  prison.  It 
was  quite  clear  that  he,  should  have  no 
concern  in  these  matters  whatever.  In 
^e  prison  to  which  he  had  adverted,  the 
gaoler  provided  a  great  many  articles, 
and  one  of  them  he  particularly  recol- 
lected was  beer,  when  supplied  to  the 
prisoners  under  the  surgeon's  direction ; 
and  an  aggravation  of  this  abuse  was, 
that  he  charged  the  county  with  Is.  4d,  a 
gallon  for  the  beer,  but  paid  only  Is.  the 
galloo  himself.  The  attendance  of  the 
officers,  also,  varied  very  much,  more  than 
he  could  have  supposed.  In  most  prisons 
the  chaplain  did  his  duty  in  an  exemplary 
manner.  He  attended,  not  merely  on 
Sundays,  and  other  dap  of  public  worship, 
but  he  visited  the  prisoners  in  their  cells, 
and  gave  them  spiritual  advice.  In  the 
vast  minority  of  tne  cases,  then,  the  duty 
was  well  performed;  but  in  the  reports 
there  were  many  exceptions ;  and  it  was 
remarkable  that  these  occurred  in  the  urt* 
sons  which  were  most  numerously  filled, 
and  where  the  sakries  of  the  chaplains 
were  most  ample.  Tlie  next  question  to 
which  he  should  refer  was,  the  punishment 
of  prisoners ;  and  it  was  greatly  to  be  re- 
gretted that  personal  chastisement,  flog- 
ging, should  be  allowed  as  an  ordinary 
punishment.  He  did  not  mean  to  say, 
that  in  no  case  should  it  be  inflicted,  but 
he  thought  the  more  sparingly  it  was 
zesorted  to  the  better.  Their  Lordships 
would  observe,  that  the  punishment  was 
inflicted  publicly,  before  all  the  inmates 
of  the  prison,  tne  object  being  to  deter 
by  example ;  but  if  their  Lord&ips  would 
look  at  the  report  to  which  he  was  now 
refierring,  they  would  find  that  the  example 
could  not  be  said  to  be  a  wholesome  one 
in  that  respect.    Their  Lordships  were 


aware  that  the  keeper  of  a  prison  had  the 
power,  under  the  Gaol  Act,  of  inflicting 
punishments  of  a  lesser  description  ;  thus 
for  the  more  ordinary  offences,  such  as 
breaches  of  prison  discipline,  he  had  the 
power  of  confining  prisoners  for  three 
days  on  a  low  diet ;  but  for  oflenoes  of  a 
greater  weight,  he  must  go  before  the 
visiting  justices,  any  two  of  whom,  or 
indeed  any  two  of  the  justices,  were  em- 
powered to  inflict  a  severer  punishment. 
In  one  case  which  he  had  particularly 
remarked,  the  punishment  was  twelve  dozen 
of  lashes,  inflicted  upon  the  complaint  of 
the  keeper,  against  a  person  who  appeared 
indeed  to  have  been  a  very  vicious  person 
—who  had  been  thirty  times  in  prison, 
but  for  offences  connected  with  the  game 
laws,  a  poacher.  The  individual  was  evi- 
dently what  might  be  called  an  incorri- 
gible person..  It  did  not  appear  very 
clearly  what  the  offence  was  for  which  that 
punishment  was  given,  but  it  seemed  to 
be  for  generally  refractory  and  mutinous 
conduct,  without  any  special  act  being 
done  to  warrant  such  a  punishment.  The 
person  was  not  only  mutinous  himself,  but 
also  encouraged  the  other  prisoners  to  vio- 
late the  laws  of  the  prison,  but  notwith- 
standing twelve  dozen  lashes  ought  not  to 
have  been  given.  Nothing  could  be  more 
shocking  than  the  effect  which  this  pu. 
nishment  had  had  upon  the  rest  of  the 
prisoners.  It  seemed  to  have  an  entirely 
contrary  effect  to  that  which  was  antici- 
pated from  such  punishments.  It  was 
quite  obvious  that  no  such  punishment 
ought  to  have  been  permitted,  and  he 
could  (mly  regard  the  magistrates,  a  cler|;y- 
man  or  a  country  gentleman,  as  having 
been  surprised  into  the  order  which  sanc- 
tioned it.  A  very  great  variety  was  found 
to  exist  in  the  discipline  of  different  pri- 
sons. He  would  state  some  instances  of 
that  variety,  because  the  matter  appeared 
to  him  of  great  consequence  with  regard  to 
the  ends  of  justice.  He  would  take  three 
counties,  Buckinghamshire,  Berkshire,  and 
Hertfordshire,  and  he  would  show  to  their 
Lordships  how  much  the  inflictions  varied 
in  the  prisons  of  those  counties.  He  took 
these  counties  merely  because  they  were 
contiguous,  and  probably  inhabited  by  the 
same  kind  of  people.  In  Bucks,  the  num« 
her  of  punishments  for  breaches  of  prison 
discipline,  as  compared  with  the  number 
of  inmates,  amounted  to  only  one  punish- 
ment  for  three  personst  that  was;,  there 
being  135  persons  as  the  average  num« 
her  of  prisoners  for  the  J^y  Jb$tnuniber 
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of  punishments  during  that  year  was  forty- 
three.  In  the  next  county,  Berks,  let  htm 
take  one  of  the  gaols,  and  he  found  that 
the  punishments  were  not  one  to  three 
persons,  but  three  to  two  persons,  that  was 
sixty- three  punishments  to  forty-two  per- 
sons, being  4|  greater  than  in  the  adjoin- 
ing county.  In  another  gaol  in  the  same 
county  of  Berks,  the  proportion  got  up  to 
double,  the  punishments  being  three  to 
one  person.  In  Hertfordshire  the  pro- 
portion rose  still  higher,  for  there  it 
was  four  punishments  fur  one  person, 
which  was  twelve  times  more  than  in  the 
county  of  Bucks.  Then,  if  they  came  to 
the  county  in  which  they  then  were,  he 
found  that  in  one  prison  in  the  city  there 
were  five  punishments  for  two  persons ;  in 
another,  three  punishments  for  two  per- 
sons; and  in  a  third,  nine  punishments 
for  one  person,  being  twenty-Keren  times 
sreater  than  in  Buckinghamshire.  Now, 
It  was  perfectly  impossible  that  the  nature 
aod  habits  of  individuals  could  be  so  differ- 
ent as  this  disproportion  of  punishments 
would  imply,  and  the  disparity  must, 
therefore,  in  a  great  measure  be  owing  to 
the  mischievous  diversity  of  rnles^  which 
was  matter  of  just  complaint.  There 
were  one  or  two  other  points  to  which  he 
would  call  the  attention  of  their  Lord- 
ships. He  found  from  the  report  that  not 
merely  in  one  or  two,  but  in  a  great  many 
cases,  untried  prisoners  were  confined  in 
the  same  place  with  convicts,  and  this  in 
prisons  where  there  was  no  allegation  of 
want  of  accommodation.  Again,  in  very 
many  cases,  it  appeared  that  untried  pri- 
soners were  subjected  to  the  prisoS  dress. 
There  was  one  complaint  to  which  he  must 
allude  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature.  A 
prisoner  statecl  to  the  inspector  that  he 
had  been  illegally  detained  in  custody, 
having  been  committed  for  trial  at  the  ses- 
sions, and  having,  after  the  lapse  of  some 
days,  been  called  up  by  the  keeper,  and 
told  by  him  that  he  had  t>eeo  summarily 
convicted,  and  adjudged  to  twelve  months' 
impHsonment.  He  thought  this  a  very 
strange  drcumstance ;  it  looked  to  htm  very 
like  the  case  of  a  person  who  had  been 
tried  and  sentenced  to  twelve  months*  ira- 
prisoameni  in  his  absence.  He  could  not 
fielp  thinking,  that  there  had  been  some 
very  considerable  irregularity  in  this  case, 
and  he  highly  approvra  of  the  discharge  of 
the  prisoner,  by  the  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  State.  He^  however,  should  like  in- 
quiry to  be  made  into  the  matter^  with  the 
Tiew  of  karniag  who  waa  in  fiiult«-»whe- 


ther  the  keeper  or  the  magistrates,  or 
whether  this  man  was  really  summarily 
convicted  in  the  manner  which  he  had 
described.  It  was  quite  impossible  that  the 
whole  of  the  volumes  of  the  reports  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Prisons  could  be  thoroughly 
read,  and  considered,  and  acted  upon  by 
the  Home  Secretary,  immediatey  on  their 
publication.  He  did  not  Mame  the  Home 
Secretary  for  not  having  acted  sooner  on 
those  reports:  on  the  contrary,  after  the 
best  consideration,  he  thought  it  was  the 
most  desirable  course,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  lay  these  reports  before  Parliament,  and 
to  let  the  parties  whose  conduct  was  ad- 
verted to,  in  consequence  of  slight  irregula- 
rities, see  them ;  and  wait  till  the  next  re- 
port, to  observe  whether  any  alteration  had 
taken  place.  The  Sixth  Report  of  the  In- 
spectors contained  statements  with  respect 
to  more  serious  matters,  involving  the  con- 
duct of  many  officers  of  prisons.  He  could 
not  help  expressing  his  concurrence  also 
with  the  course  that  had  been  taken  by  the 
Home  Office  with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  legal  adviser  to  that  office.  He 
regretted  to  hear  that  it  was  the  intention 
to  diminish  the  number  of  legal  ofiicers  in 
that  department.  The  Solicitor  of  the  Home 
Department,  as  he  understood,  had,  from 
motives  of  delicacy  to  the  present  Secre- 
tary of  State,  sent  in  his  resignation.  He 
greatly  regretted  this,  and  thought  that  it 
was  altogether  unnecessary  to  do  so  until 
inquiry  had  been  made  to  see  whether  it 
would  not  be  advantageous  to  continue 
this  office.  From  his  own  knowledge  of 
the  Home  Department^  and  from  the  dif- 
ficulties which  often  arose  in  consequence 
of  state  prosecutions,  and  more  especially 
in  cases  which  occurred  consequent  oii 
great  changes  in  the  law,  he  felt  convinced 
that  the  retaining  this  legal  officer  would 
be  a  saving,  and  not  a  loss  of  pnblic  money. 
He  said  nothing  of  other  advaata^  that 
would  result  from  keeping  up  this  place. 
When  he  was  in  office  he  felt  deeply  the 
importance  of  such  an  appointment,  and 
what  had  taken  place  since  had  eonvinoed 
him  still  more  of  its  impovtaace.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  thought  that  it 
was  altogether  unneesosary  for  Mr.  Visafd 
at  once  to  resign  his  oflke,  for  if  any*in- 
quiry  had  been  instituted,  he  waa  con- 
vinced that  the  result  would  be  a  recon* 
mendation  to  continue  it.  The  motion 
which  he  was  about  to  make  waa,  thai  an 
address  be  presented  to  her  Majesty, 
praying  that  diiections  miglit  ba  giv^en 
that  at  the  Qoma^^^m^/auta^^gm^ 
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sion  of  ParliameDt,  there  be  laid  on  the 
TMe  returns  as  to  what  had  been  done  in 
ooDsequence  of  the  reports  of  the  inspec- 
tors of  prisons  for  the  previous  year.    This 
would  insure  attention  at  the  Home  Office 
to  the  subject    He  made  this  proposition 
enttrdy  in  oonsequeuce  of  what  he  had  seen 
in  the  sixth  report  of  the  inspectors  of  pri« 
sons,  and  he  wished  to  state  distinctly,  that 
he  meant  to  cast  no  blame  on  the  Home 
Department.    He  felt  the  greatest  pleasure 
in  being  able  to  state  that  nothing  could 
have   been   more    satisfactory    than  the 
conduct  of  his  noble  Friend  (the    Mar- 
quess of  Normaoby)  in  this  department ; 
his  whole  proceedings  were  marked  with 
great  judgment  and    his  conduct    had 
been  as  commendable  for  its  decision  as 
for    its    humanity.     He   felt    it    only  a 
matter  of  duty,  to  sav  this  as  he  bad 
been  impelled  on  a  former   occasion  to 
diSmc  from  his  noble  Friend,  as  to  some 
proceedings  of  his  administration  in  another 
department,  and  had  been  under  the  pain- 
ful necessity  of  obtaining  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  in  the  view  he  took  of  the 
subject.    He  repeated  he  was  much  gra- 
tified to  find  that  his  noble  Friend's  con- 
duct in    the    Home-office  had    been    so 
satisfactory   during  the  whole  period  in 
which  he  had  held  the  seals ;  and  he  did 
not  think  that  his  noble  Friend's  succes- 
sor could  do  better  than  imitate,  he  could 
scarcely  surpass,  his  example.  He  confined 
his  motion  to  the  sixth  report,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  duties  of  the  Home-office  hav- 
ing been  so  satisfactorily  discharged.    The 
noble  and  learned  Lord  concluded  by  mov- 
ing that— 

''A  humble  address  be  presented  to  her 
M^esty,  praying  that  her  Majesty  would  be 
graciously  pleased  to  give  directions,  that  at 
the  commencement  of  next  Session  oF  Parliar 
roent,  there  should  be  laid  on  the  ^able  of 
both  Houses  a  report  of  the  proceedings  that 
bad  taken  places  founded  on  the  Report  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Pfisooa  for  the  previous  year." 

The  Duke  of  WelHnghm  observed,  that 
as  it  was  necessary  that  the  reports  of  the 
inspectors  of  prisons  should  be  laid  before 
Parliament,  it  was  probably  right  that 
both  Houses  should  nave  full  knowledge 
of  what  had  been  done  in  consequence  of 
theee  leporta.  He  oonfeased  that  he  did 
not  exactly  know  the  points  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  intended  to  allude  to,  as 
he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  details 
respecting  the  question  of  prison  discipline. 
With  respect  to  the  details  of  each  case 
which  bad  been  aliuded  to  by  his  noble 


and  learned  Friend,  it  perhaps  would  not 
be  possible  to  determine  how  far  the  au- 
thorities had  been  justified  in  acting  in 
the  way  which  had  been  described,  but 
they  were  matters  which  most  certainly 
called  for  rigid  inquiry.  If  it  was  true 
that  in  some  places  the  punishments  in- 
flicted on  persons  in  prison  were  as  nine  to 
one  in  other  places,  it  was  a  very  remark- 
able circumstance,  and  no  doubt  the  causes 
ought  to  be  thoroughly  investigated.  His 
noble  and  learned  Friend  had  promised  to 
send  to  his  right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary 
for  the  Home  Department,  the  details  of 
these  particular  cases;  he  (the  Duke  of 
Wellington)  was  sure,  that  his  right  hon. 
Friend  would  pay  every  attention  to  them, 
and  would  direct  inquiry  to  be  made.  So 
far  from  opposing  the  object  of  the  motion, 
he  should  b6  vtry  glad  to  give  every  in- 
formation to  the  House  on  the  subject, 
but  he  thousht  that  there  would  be  a  tech-* 
nical  difficulty  as  to  presenting  such  an 
address,  as  it  called  upon  the  Crown  to 
order  information  to  be  laid  prospectively 
before  them  next  Session  of  Parliament. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  it  was  merely  a 
direction.  The  motion  was  in  the  ordinary 
shape. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  suggested  that  tlm 
words  ''  next  Session  of  Parliament"  might 
be  omitted. 

.  Lord  Campbell  agreed  iu  the  remark  of 
the  noble  Duke  opposite,  that  the  motion 
for  prospective  information  would  be  irre- 
gular. While  he  was  on  his  legs  he  begged 
to  call  the  attention  of  their  Lordships  to 
the  want  of  law  assistance  at  the  Home 
Office.  No  man  was  more  sensible  of  the 
great  zeal  and  ability  of  Mr.  Vizard, 
and  he  thought  the  public  service  was 
likely  to  suffer  if  legal  assistance  was  with- 
held  in  that  department.  He  had  had 
nearly  nine  years'  experience  connected 
with  the  Home  Department,  and  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  a  more  valu- 
able public  servant  could  not  be  found  than 
Mr.  Vizard. 

Lord  Brotegham  said,  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend  was  quite  mistaken.  The 
motion,  as  made  by  him,  was  strictly  re- 
gular. 

Motion  amended  as  follows  agreed  to. 

*'  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
her  Majesty,  praying  that  her  Majesty  would 
gracioasly  be  pleased  to  give  directions  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  Houseman  account  of 
any  proceedings  had  by  the  Home  Depart- 
ment in  consequence  of  the  sixth  report  of  the 
Inspectors  of  Prisons^  as  far  as  the  same  can 
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be  done   witboot   detriment   to  tlie  public 
service." 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Monday f  September  27,  1841. 

Ifixims.!  New  Memben.  For  MonmoaUi  (Gcraiity), 
Lord  O.  Samerwt;  for  Bute,  Sir  W.  Raet  nd  ft* 
E.  Cornwall,  Lord  EUot. 

New  Writ  For  Herefard  City,  in  the  room  of  H.  Hob- 
houwv  Eiq.,  Chilton  Hundreds. 

Bnis.  Read  flnt  time:— llarlboiough  B^^tei  RiddeU'e 
Ectatei  Clayton's  Nam& 

Petitions  Presented.  By  Mr.  Busfield,  from  the  Guardians 
of  the  Kelghley  Union,  fi>r  an  alteration  of  the  Poor- 
laww— By  Mr.  Sfaeppexd,  from  Froroe,  and  by  other  hon. 
Memben  ftom  Latham,  and  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Bny, 
fbr  the  Repeal  of  the  Corn-laws.— By  an  hon.  Member 
fkom  Inhabitants  of  Old  Kent  Road,  for  redemption  of 
ToUs  on  the  Metropolitan  Bridges.— By  an  hon.  Mem- 
ber ftom  Captain  Manby  for  correction  of  abuses  in  the 
representation  of  the  people  in  Parliament. 

Private  Business.]  On  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Oreene  the  following  resolutions 
were  agreed  to : — 

''That  all  standing  orders  regulating  the 
practice  of  this  House  and  of  the  Private  Bill- 
office,  with  reference  to  estate  and  name  bills, 
be,  during  the  present  Session,  suspended ; 
Uiat  all  such  bills  during  this  Session,  be,  after 
their  second  reading,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee ;  that  such  committee  do  consist  of  the 
following  Members : — Mr.  Greene,  Mr.  £st- 
c6urt,  Mr.  Aglionby,  Mr.  Tatton  Egerton,  and 
Mr.  Walker ;  that  three  be  the  quorum ;  that 
it  be  an  instruction  to  such  committee  to  in- 
quire whether  there  be  an^  standing  orders 
applying  to  such  bills,  and,  if  so,  whether  they 
have  been  complied  with  ;  and  that  they  do 
report  the  same  specially  to  the  House ;  that 
such  committee  have  power  to  report  on  the 
same  day  on  which  they  sit ;  that  such  bills  be 
permitted  to  proceed  dedkm  diem  through  all 
their  other  stages.'^ 

SupPLT— Board  OF  Ordnakce.]  On 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply 
being  brought  up. 

Captain  Pechell  said,  he  regretted  the 
absence  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for 
Borchester,  bnt  he  could  not  omit  the 
op|>ortaDity  of  expressing  his  sentiments, 
seeing  the  misapprehensions  on  the  part 
of  military  men  upon  the  subject,  which 
had  been  brought  before  the  House  by  his 
hoD.  and  gallant  Friend,  the  Member  for 
Marylebone.  That  hon.  Member  stated 
the  unfitness  of  certain  stores  for  the  use, 
either  of  the  army  or  navy,  and  that  a 
naval  officer  should  be  placed  over  the 
Board  of  Ordnance,  to  which  the  Member 
for  Tamworth  replied,  that  there  was  no 
occasion  for  a  naval  officer  being  so  placed 


over  that  Board.  In  that  proposition  he 
entirely  concurred.  He  thought  it  com- 
petent for  any  officer  in  the  army  to  be 
attached  to  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  bnt 
what  he  contended  for  was,  that  the  Board 
of  Ordnance  was  so  connected  with  the 
Admiralty,  that  it  was  absolutely  necet- 
saiy  that  a  naval  officer  should  be  a  mem* 
her  of  the  Ordnance  Board.  It  was  sur- 
prising that  his  hon.  and  gallant  Friend 
and  Sir  R.  Stopford, .  were  able  to  obtain 
the  thanks  of  the  House,  when  the  ineffi- 
cient state  of  the  Naval  Department  as  to 
stores  and  muskets,  was  such  as  his  hon. 
Friend  had  so  justly  described.  He  should 
always  find  it  imperative  on  him,  when 
the  Ordnance  Estimates  were  brought  for- 
ward, to  give  free  expression  to  his  senti- 
ments on  this  subject. 

Captain  Pluniridge  concurred  in  the 
hon.  Member's  remark,  but  would  reserve 
what  he  had  to  say  for  a  future  occasion. 

Report  received.   Resolution  agreed  to. 

The  Queek— Saxmukdham  Agri- 
cultural AssociATioK.]  The  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  having  moved  the 
Order  of  the  Day  for  a  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Sir  C  B,  Vere  requested  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  for  a  few  moments.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  not  strictly  regular  to  allude 
to  a  former  debate,  but  he  felt  called  on  to 
take  notice  of  some  remarks  made  the 
other  night  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Man- 
chester (Mr.  Gibson),  upon  the  late  dinner 
of  the  Agricultural  Association  of  Sax- 
mundham.  He  did  not  hear  the  name  at 
the  time,  or  he  should  have  risen,  but  he 
had  since  received  a  letter  from  the  noble 
Lord  who  was  President  of  the  Associatioui 
complaining  of  the  remarks  of  the  hon. 
Member.  The  House  would  recollect  that 
the  hon.  Member  had  spoken  of  the  Sax- 
mundham  Agricultural  Association  as 
having  shown  the  symptons  of  becoming 
a  Conservative  Association ;  because,  while 
they  had  received  the  health  of  her  Ma- 
jesty with  cold  indifierence,  they  drank 
that  of  the  Queen  Dowager  with  nine 
times  nine.  The  hon.  Member  also  re« 
marked  upon  the  course  which  the  As« 
sociation  had  taken  in  having  labourers 
brought  in,  and  spoke  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  cast  a  reflection  on  the  motives  of 
the  Association.  The  Earl  of  Stradbroke 
was  in  the  chair  on  that  occasion,  and 
in  introducing  the  Queen's  health  he 
said,  he  had  the  honour  to  propose  ii 
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tomt  which  woald  always  be  received 
wirh  the  warmest  affection — **  The  health 
of  her  Majesty  the  Qaeen,  and  may  she 
long  live  in  the  hearts  of  herpeople,  and 
the  respect  of  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth."  He  was  at  the  meetinf^,  and  he 
heard  the  Qneen's  health  received  with 
every  mark  of  respect  and  affection. 
There  were  the  usual  cheers,  three  times 
three,  and  ^'  God  save  the  Queen"  was 
sung,  the  members  standing.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Manchester,  he  believed,  was 
a  member  of  the  Association,  though  he 
was  not  present  at  the  last  meeting.  He 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Stradbroke,  which  he  should  now  read 
to  the  House : — 

^Dear  Sir  Charles — I  understand  that  Mr. 
Gibson  has  been  deceived  into  the  belief  that 
the  East  Suffolk  Agricultural  Society  is  formed 
for  political  purposes,  and  that  he  has  publicly 
stated  that  the  nealth  of  her  Majesty  was  not 
responded  to ;  on  the  contrary,  that  the  toast 
was  hissed,  and  that  all  the  cheers  were 
reserved  at  the  last  annual  meeting  for  the 
Queen  Dowager.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  if 
such  a  statement  has  been  made  by  any  per- 
son, every  part  of  it  is  devoid  of  truth.  If  I 
can  claim  credit  for  anything,  it  is,  that  during 
the  ten  years  this  society  has  been  formed,  I 
have  never  allowed  a  sentence  of  party  feeling 
to  escape  my  lips ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that 
on  the  last  occasion  I  gave  the  health  of  the 
Queen  Dowager  and  the  Royal  Family  pur- 
posely without  any  remark,  because  I  was 
aware  that  the  popularity  of  the  Queen  Dowa- 
ger, on  account  of  her  exemplary  moral  cha- 
racter^ her  Christian  virtues  exhibited  in  the 
public  and  private  charities,  and  the  coose- 
qoeot  esteem  which  her  Majesty  enjoys  in  the 
hearts  of  the  British  nation,  is  so  great,  that 
if  I  had  given  an  opportunity  for  a  loud  and 
honourable  expression  of  public  feeling,  it 
would  have  been  considered  by  bigots  as  a 
proof  that  the  toast  was  political*  You  will 
oblige  me  by  making  an  open  use  of  this 
letter  whenever  an  opportunity  offers. 
<'  I  remain,  dear  Sir  Charles,  faithfully  yours, 

*'  Heoham,  Sept*  26.*'        ^*  Stradbroke. 

He  coold  add  that  politics  were  ex- 
cluded by  the  constitution  of  the  society, 
and  they  did  not  even  petition  on  the 
subject  of  the  Corn-laws.  It  had  now 
existed  ten  years,  during  which  it  had 
conferred  considerable  benefit  on  agricul- 
ture, and  on  the  labouring  classes,  and 
before  the  present  year  it  had  never  been 
whispered  that  it  was  affected  by  any 
political  bias.  The  society  had  been  ori- 
ginally formed  by  Gentlemen  of  Whig 
opinions,  and  its  memberk  now  included 
men  of  all  parties. 


Mr.  Af.  OU>son  said  that  if  the  House 
would  allow  him  to  make  a  few  remarks 
in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member,  he  should  first 
observe  that  there  was  a  wide  difference 
between  proposing  a  toast  and  drinking  it. 
He  could  well  conceive  that  the  noble 
Lord  in  the  chair  had  proposed  the  health 
of  her  Majesty  in  very  becoming  terms, 
but  it  did  not  therefore  follow  that  the 
meeting  responded  to  those  terms  with 
that  feeling  which  might  have  been  expec- 
ted on  the  occasion.  The  hon.  and  gaU 
lant  Member  had  stated  that  he  had  l^en 
at  the  meeting,  and  that  the  health  of  the 
Queen  was  drunk  in  the  usual  manner. 
But  he  could  say  that  a  friend  of  his,  who 
had  also  been  present,  had  assured  him 
that,  not  only  was  there  a  marked  pre- 
ference shown  to  the  toast  of  the  Queen 
Dowager  over  that  of  the  Queen,  but  that 
he  had  actually  heard  some  hisses.  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  did  not  hear 
the  hisses,  but  they  might  had  been  given. 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  had  not 
heard  him  mention  the  Association  the 
other  evening,  though  he  was  sitting  op- 
posite. But  look  to  the  public  prints,  and 
see  what  they  said.  The  Ipswich  Express 
said  that  the  chairman  proposed  succes- 
sively the  health  of  her  Majesty  the 
Queen,  Prince  Albert,  the  Queen  Dowa- 
ger, and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family, 
which  were  drunk  in  the  usual  way,  but 
the  name  of  the  Queen  Dowager  created 
the  loudest  applause.  The  Express^  how- 
ever was  a  Whig  paper ;  but  what  said 
the  Conservative  paper,  the  Ipswich  Jour* 
nail  It  said  the  Queen's  health  was 
drunk  with  three  times  three,  and  after- 
wards the  Queen  Dowager's,  which  was 
received  with  loud  applause  and  suc- 
ceeded by  three  times  three.  He  (Mr. 
Gibson)  said  that  that  mode  of  drawing 
a  marked  distinction  in  favour  of  the 
Queen  Dowager  was  the  safest  way  to 
provoke  an  insult  to  the  Queen,  He  said 
said  so,  because  they  drew  this  marked 
distinction,  and  left  themselves  a  bridge 
to  escape.  If  the  Tories  hissed  openly, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  their  motives. 
There  was  no  more  direct  way  of  showing 
that  an  agricultural  association  was  politi- 
cal than  by  such  manifestations  as  only 
took  place  at  political  associations.  Look 
at  the  late  Conservative  dinner  at  Chelms- 
ford, where  the  noble  Lord  who  presided 
actually  cautioned  the  meeting  to  be  on 
their  guard  to  drink  the  Queen's  health 
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with  the  usual  acclamations,  because,  if 
they  did  not,  they  would  be  accused  of 
di«loyaky.  What  was  the  effect  ?  Not- 
withstanding the  noble  Lord's  remon« 
strance  the  Queen's  health  was  drank  with 
three  times  three  and  cheers,  while  the 
Queen  Dowa^r's  was  drunk  with  "  tre* 
mendous  cheers  which  lasted  for  several 
minutes."  He  quoted  from  the  Essex 
Conservative  paper.  He  did  not  wish  to 
detain  the  House,  but  in  reply  to  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member's  statement 
that  the  agricultural  society  was  not  a 
political  society,  he  must  refer  him  to 
his  own  speech  at  the  dinner,  in  which 
he  himself  stated  that  be  could  not 
help  expressing  the  satisfaction  he  felt  at 
the  late  change  in  the  Administration,  and 
at  finding  that  their  properties  and  in- 
terests were  now  in  safe  keeping.  Those 
were  not  the  exact  words,  but  they  were 
the  sentiments;  and  they  conveyed  clearly 
the  meaning  of  what  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  said*  He  bad  not  made  an 
extract  from^  the  speech,  but  he  was  sure 
he  was  correct  as  to  its  meaning.  He  was 
far  from  imputing  to  any  individual,  or  to 
to  the  hon.  and  gallant  Knight  any  desire, 
on  his  part,  to  mark  the  toast  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's health  by  disapprobation,  nor  did 
be  wish  to  impute  any  such  feeling  to  the 
divines,  military  officers,  and  agriculturists, 
who  sat  around  on  the  occasion ;  but  it 
was  his  belief  that  there  was  such  marked 
difference  between  the  mode  of  drinking 
her  Maiesty*s  health,  and  that  of  the 
Queen  Dowager  on  the  occasioD  referred 
to»  as  practically  to  amount  to  an  insult 
to  the  Queen. 

Mr.  Ewart  said,  that  the  letter  r^ 
reived  by  the  hon«  and  gallant  Member 
Cor  Suffolk,  stated,  that  there  was  such 
a  feeling  towards  the  Queen  Dowager, 
ia  consequence  of  her  Christian  virtues, 
that  the  noble  Lord  who  wrote  it  was 
afraid  of  making  a  speech  on  the  occasion, 
in  proposing  the  Quf  en  Dowager's  health, 
was  a  eenfirmation  of  the  observations  made 
by  his  hon.  friend.  Were  not  he,  would 
ask,  the  Christian  virtues  of  her  Majesty 
equal  to  those  of  the  Queen  Dowager, 
[crtts/roiv  the  MvnisierM  benches^  "  Tke^ 
art^  th9y  art*']  If  so,  then  why  give  su- 
periority of  applause  to  one  over  the  other, 
or  he  should  »ay  rather  why  exhibit  that 
political  feeling. 

Sir  C.  B.  Vtre  said,  that  the  ap- 
pUuse  was  given  at  the  mention  of  the 
Queeo   Dowager*s   name   from   long  ac- 


quaintance with  her  virtues.  As  to  loyalty, 
he  begged  leave  to  say,  that  that  Associa* 
tion  was  a  truly  loyal  one,  and  the  coiNity 
which  it  represented  equally  so.  He  (Sif 
C.  B.  Vere)  held,  that  loyalty  was  not  to 
be  measured  by  cheers. 

Sir  C.  Burrell  was  confident  that  a 
grosser  insult  was  never  offered  to  the 
Queen  of  this  country  than  that  report. 
He  believed  that  at  public  meetings  per- 
sons were  at  liberty  to  express  their  good« 
will  towards  any  one  without  any  impute- 
ton  of  disloyalty.  The  charge  in  the  pre- 
sent case  was  as  unjust  as  it  was  indifierent 
to  the  party  against  whom  it  was  made. 
In  his  opinion,  the  evidence  was  not  suf. 
ficient  to  justify  the  charge. 

Sir  E.  Kerrison  was  present  when  the 
charge  was  made  by  the  hon.  Member,  and 
then  he  knew  it  to  be  unfounded.  He  had 
the  honour  to  know  Lord  Stadbroke  well, 
and  felt  ouite  certain  that  no  man  exceeded 
him  in  loyalty,  and  that  the  charge  was 
false.  How  did  the  hon.  Member  justify  that 
other  charge  he  made,  that  all  agricultural 
associations  were  turned  into  political 
ones  ?  He  denied  that  charge  emphatically. 
He  was  president  of  an  agricultural 
association  in  thecounty  of  Suffolk ;  and,  in 
order  to  render  it  wholly  free  from  having 
any  political  bearing,  he  asked  for  and 
obtained  the  assistance  of  a  Whig  friend 
to  act  as  secretary.  He  went  further,  and 
introduced  into  the  rules  and  regulatioaa 
one  which  was  to  the  effect,  that  anj 
member  who  thought  pit^per  to  talk  politice 
in  the  association  should  be  exduded  the 
tociety. 

Mr.  Odison:  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  was  not  present  at  the  meeting* 
t  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  who  was 
preaent,  and  he  said  he  beard  the  proceed, 
inga  with  great  pain,  and  that  many  other 
gentlemen  had  expressed  the  saoie  feeling 
— he  himself  heard  some  few  hisses. 

Colonel  Ruihbfooke  denied  that  agricul- 
tural associations  were  in  any  way  made 
political  engines.  He  was  to  have  preskied 
over  a  meeting  only  last  Friday ;  and,  as 
he  could  not  attend,  he  had  begged  a 
Whig  friend  to  take  the  chair. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

WiiTt  AKD  Means.1  The  House  in 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  ChameUor  qf  ike  Exchequer  said, 
as  the  House  has  made  all  the  grants  of 
supply  that  are  necessary  for  the  public 
service,  I  rise,  conformably  to  the  usual 
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practioey  to  state  to  the  House  the  mode 
in  wbidi  I  coniider  it  advisable  that  the 
ways  and  means  should  be  furnished  to 
meet  that  supply  which  the  House  has 
already  granted ;  and  in  doing  so,  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  trouble  the  House  with 
any  of  those  lengthened  details  that  on 
other  occasions  form  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  address  of  the  ChanceUor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. So  short  a  time  has  elapsed  sioce 
a]l  the  details  were  brought  before  this 
House  and  the  country,  by  the  right  hon. 
Oentkman  opponte,  and  so  few  changes 
have  occurred,  either  in  the  state  of  the 
revenue^  or  the  expenditure*  since  that 
period,  Uiat  I  should  only  fatigue  the  House 
if  I  were  to  follow  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man through  the  details  on  which  he  then 
expatiated ;  so,  my  statement  most  consist 
but  of  a  repetition  of  the  details  that  he 
then  laid  before  you.  I  content  myself, 
then,  with  briefly  adverting  to  the  general 
results  which  the  nght  hon.  Gentleman 
communicated  to  the  House,  and  by  stating 
to  the  House  the  means  by  which  I  pro* 
pose  to  equalise  the  revenue  and  the  ex* 
penditure,  or,  to  expren  myself  jn  a  more 
parliamentary  way,  to  furnish  the  ways 
and  means  to  meet  the  supply.  The  supply 
which  the  House  has  voted  during  the 
present  Session,  amounts  to  the  sum  of 
1,727,000/.  It  consists,  first,  of  those 
portions  of  the  miscellaneous  estimates  that 
were  not  voted  in  the  last  Parliament,  of 
the  vote  for  the  commissariat,  for  Canada* 
apart  of  which  was  voted  last  Sesnon ;  and^ 
in  addition  to  those  votes  that  were  left  un-* 
satisfied  last  Session,  1  have  merely  to  add 
the  supidementary  estimates  for  Uie  ord« 
nance,  amounliag  to  67fOOM.»  and  the 
differenee  between  the  waya  and  means 
and  supply  of  last  Session,  amcAinting  to 
94,896/^  making  a  total  of  l,727,4^2L 
This  has  been  voted  in  a  committee  of  sup- 
ply during  the  present  Session.  In  addition 
to  that  which  has  been  voted  in  a  com« 
mittee  of  sup{dj,  the  House  is  aware  that 
these  is  a  charge  for  the  int^reat  on  £xche« 
yier  Bills,  for  whioh  it  is  necessary  that  the 
ways  and  means  should  provide.  It  is  no 
longer  voted  as  supply  by  Parliament,  but 
it  is  direc'ed  to  be  paid  by  the  acts  of  the 
Legislature,  out  of  the  aids  of  the  year.  It 
is  necessary,  then,  in  the  calculation  of  the 
ways  and  mcfaiis,  to  provide  for  that  sum* 
The  amount  of  the  interest  on  Exchequer 
Bills  is  740^0QCyL,  which  is  to  be  added  to 
the  sum  previously  stated  to  have  been 
voted  in  the  present  Session,  that  being 
li727,432/„  and   leaving  a  total  amount 


for  which  the  House  is  called  upon  to 
provide,  namely  2,467«4a2iL  To  revert^ 
then,  to  the  statement  made  by  the  risht 
hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  course  of  last 
Session,  the  House  will  recollect  that^ 
taking  a  review  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
ture tor  the  year,  the  right  hou.  Gentleman 
assumed  the  receipts  to  1^  48,310,000/*,  and 
he  stated  the  expenditure  to  be  provided 
for  as  50,731,000/.,  leaving  a  deficiency 
of  revenue  for  the  year,  as  compared  with 
the  expenditure,  very  nearly  in  amount  to 
the  sum  I  have  already  stated,  as  neces» 
sary  to  equalise  the  ways  and  means  this 
Session,  with  the  supply  that  has  been 
voted  this  Session.  The  sums  naturally 
very  nearly  coincide,  because,  in  the  preced- 
ing Session,  the  House  having  voted  the 
whole  of  the  ways  and  means  of  the  year 
to  meet  what  was  then  voted  in  supply, 
which  was  only  a  portion  of  the  year's  ex- 
penditure for  the  public  service.  The  ways 
and  means  now  to  be  provided  for  are  very 
nearly  the  amount  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  calculated  as  the  deficieney  for 
the  year.  On  accurately  examining  tfie 
statement  of  the  right  hoi.  Gentleman  with 
the  advantage  of  an  additional  experience  of 
five  months,  I  do  not  think  that  any  circum- 
stances have  occurred  since  that  period,  to 
affect  the  calculations  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  as  to  the  probable  revenue  of 
the  country,  and  as  we  have  made  no  ad- 
dition to  Uie  sums  to  be  voted  beyond 
that  small  aum  in  the  ordoance  estimates 
to  which  I  have  already  adverted,  there 
will  be  little,  if  any,  alteration  in  the  esti- 
mates that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
formed  of  the  total  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  year.  We  are,  therefore,  en 
the  present  occasion  to  devise  the  means 
by  whidi  we  are  to  provide  for  the  sum  of 
2,467,432/.,  which  appears  to  be  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency  in  the  revenue 
fiv  the  year.  Without  further  prefaoei 
then,  or  entering  into  the  details  of  a 
statement  that  has  been  so  recently  madot 
I  proceed  shortly  to  mention  the  mode  in 
which  I  propose  to  supply  the  deficiency 
that  we  are  called  upon  to  meet.  Tm 
House  is  undoubtedly  aware  of  the  propo- 
sition that  I  have  made,  and  which  waa 
made  through  the  ordinary  channels,  of 
funding  a  portion  of  the  unfunded  debt  of 
the  country.  The  object  that  I  have  in 
view  is  apparent  from  the  terms  of  the  no- 
tice that  I  gave.  It  is  to  effect  a  reduc* 
tion  of  the  unfunded  debt  to  the  amouot 
of  two  millions  and  a  half.  I  did  this  be- 
cause I,  sensible  that  of  all  the  measurea 


831 


Way$  €md  Means* 


{COMMONS} 


Wayi  and  Meam,        -02 


which  could  be  adopted  for  placing  the 
finances  on  an  improved  footings  this  was 
an  indispensable  preliminary.  He  might 
be  told  that  the  amount  of  the  unfunded 
debt  was  not  such  as  to  justify  alarm  as 
to  its  extent,  and  some  miffht  think  that 
it  did  not  require  reduction.  But  he 
must  still  adhere  to  the  principle  which 
he  had  uniformly  maintained  in  that  House, 
that  it  was  not  safe  for  the  country  to 
continue  a  larger  amount  of  unfunded 
debt  than  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  could  lightly  and  easily  be  borne, 
and  he  would  beg  the  House  to  recollect, 
that  the  pressure  of  the  unfunded  debt 
upon  the  country  did  not  depend  upon  the 
amount  of  millions  of  which  it  consisted, 
that  the  same  amount  might  at  different 
times  press  with  very  different  degree  of 
weight  upon  the  means  of  the  country; 
and,  that,  therefore,  though  now  at 
twenty-one  millions,  and  formerly  thirty- 
one  millions,  there  might  be  circum- 
stances which  called  more  loudly  for  a 
reduction  now  than  when,  nominslly,  the 
[amount  was  much  larger  than  at  present 
As  long  as  Exchequer  bills  were  almost 
the  only  safe  security,  that  gave  a  daily 
interest ;  as  long  as  there  was  a  general 
demand  for  them ;  as  long  as  there  was 
a  large  premium  upon  them;  as  long 
as  they  xept  pretty  steady,  without  any 
material  variation,  so  long  there  was  rea- 
son for  thinking  that  the  burden  of  the 
unfunded  debt  was  not  greater  than  the 
country  was  able  to  bear.  But  when  a 
period  had  arrived  in  which,  so  far  from 
oeing  the  only  safe  security  giving  daily 
interest,  they  saw  other  securities,  esteem- 
ed much  by  the  public,  coming  into  com- 
petition with  them— when  they  knew  that 
there  were  certain  banks  of  acknowledged 
credit  which  gave  a  larger  daily  interest 
than  that  given  on  Exchequer  bills— when 
they  knew  that  a  spirit  of  embarking  in 
what  might  be  considered  comparatively 
safe  speculations  existed,  in  which  larger 
profits  might  be  made— and  when,  above 
all,  they  considered  that  by  the  change 
which  had  been  effected  in  the  Usury-laws, 
the  money  which  before  lav  in  the  hands 
of  individuals,  or  was  employed  at  certain 
periods  only  in  the  purchase  of  Exchequer 
bills,  was  now  employed  in  the  more  pro- 
fitable business  or  discount— it  must  be 
evident  to  every  one  who  considered 
the  subject,  that  the  reduced  amount  of 
Exchequer  bills  at  the  present  moment 
was  the  necessary  consequence  of  the 
altered  position  of    monetary  affairs   to 


which  he  had  alluded.     For  these  rea- 
sons, considering  it  (impossible*— he  would 
not  say — ^but)  very  difficult,  without  ma- 
terial loss,  to  add  to  the  number  of  Ex- 
chequer bills  already  in  the  market,  he  de- 
termined to  effect  a  reduction  of  the  uq- 
funded  debt,  by  two  millions  and  a  half. 
He  was  happy  to  say,  that  as  iar  as  his 
proposition  nad  gone,  it  had  been  com- 
pletely successful.     He  should  be  enabled, 
by  the  subscription  that  had  been  made,  to 
afford  that  degree  of  relief  to  the  nuurket 
which  it  had  been  his  primary  object  to 
accomplish.     He  had  another  object    in 
view,  coupled  with  the  reduction  of  the 
unfunded  debt — it  was  to  raise  a  sum  of 
2,500,000/.  to  meet  the  existing  deficiency, 
and  to  show  to  the  public  at  once  the 
amount  requued  for  the  public  serrice.  It 
was  for  this  purpose  that  he  combined  the 
two  operations,  beins  unwilling  that  any 
man  should  subscribehis  capital  to  the  pub- 
lic without  knowing  the  whole  extent  of  the 
demand  which  the  public  would  afterwards 
have  to  make  upon  the  monev  market.  The 
measure  had  not  gone  to  the  full  extent 
of  the   proposition  he  had  made  to  the 
public.     The  total   amount  of  the  sub- 
scription was  3,645,0001,  or  say  3,640,000/. 
The  resolution  which  he  meant   to   put 
in   the   chairman's   hand   would    clearly 
point  out  the  mode  in  which  the  defi* 
ciency  was  to  be  made  up.    He  might 
be  told,  although  he  did  not  suppose  he 
should,  that  he  had  offered  to  the  public 
terms  unfavourable  to  the    Government 
or  unfiiir  to  the  public.     He  did  not  how*- 
ever  suppose  that  this  was  an  objectioa 
that  would  be  dwelt  upon  by  those  who 
had  attended  the  transactions.     Into  the 
details  of    those   terms    he    should  not 
at    the  present    moment    enter,    unless 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  should  wish  for 
the  details  on  which  his  calculation  was 
founded.    He  only  said  this,  that  compar- 
ing the  terms  offered  now,  and  at  ante- 
cedent periods,  they  would  be  found  not 
higher,  regarding  the  rate  of  interest  and 
value  of  money,  than  offered  in  1838,  by 
the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Lord 
Monteagle).      They  were  not  hij^her  in 
amount,  and,  by  the  small  addition  of  a 
premium,  there  was  no  ereater  difference 
than  the  price  of  the  funds  justified.    Dis- 
missing,  therefore,  for  the   present,   the 
basis  of  the  calculation,  which  be  was  quite 
willing  to  explain,  if  any  hon.  Gentleman 
required  or  desired  him  to  do  so.     [Mr. 
F.  T.  Baring,  what  is  the  amount  of  the 
bonus?]     He    calcubted    the    bonus  at 
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IBs.  lOd.  per  cent  The  bonus  given  by 
Lord  Monteagle  was  16s.  4d.t  but  the 
funds  were  then  above  91,  while  the  funds 
when  he  had  to  make  his  bargain  were  89f. 
Having  by  this  subscription  cleared  the 
market  of  2,500,000/.,  he  had  to  show  the 
House  the  manner  in  which  he  deemed  it 
to  be  expedient  to  raise  the  sum  re- 
quired to  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  year. 
Fart  of  the  sum  of  money  was  to  be  paid 
by  those  who  contributed  to  this  funding. 
What  that  amount  might  be  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  at  the  present  moment  to  say. 
As  the  'parties  had  the  option  of  paying 
half  in  money  and  half  in  Exchequer  bills, 
he  could  not,  until  the  last  instalment  had 
been  paid,  state  distinctly  the  amount  of 
money  that  would  be  available  for  the 
public  service.  Supposing  all  the  parties 
to  subscribe  half  in  Exchequer  bills,  then 
in  no  case  could  it  exceed  1,800,000/.,  or 
one  half  of  the  whole  amount  bubscribed. 
The  probability  was,  that  it  would  fall  short 
of  that,  and  that  the  Exchequer  bills  would 
be  subscribed  in  preference  to  money,  which 
the  parties  were  at  liberty  to  subscribe. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Baring  remarked,  that  the 
sum  stated  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  only  half  the  amount. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exehequer  meant 
half  the  amount  Of  course,  under  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country,  he 
need  not  say,  especially  after  all  that  had 
latelF  pasHBed  in  that  House,  that  it 
would  be  impracticable  upon  the  present 
occasion  to  provide  for  the  deficiency  that 
existed  by  additional  taxation.  Under 
the  present  circumstances  he  should  re- 
oommend  the  House  to  make  a  tempo- 
rary provision  to  meet  the  deficiency. 
It  was  the  one  that  seemed  to  be  expected 
by  every  man  who  had  spoken  upon  this 
subject,  and,  however,  in  his  opinion,  it 
was  to  be  deprecated  as  a  permanent  mode 
of  meeting  a  deficiency  in  the  revenue,  yet 
it  was  one  that,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances, be  believed  no  reasonable  man 
would  object  to.  He  was  sure  that  the 
House  would  see  that  so  soon  after  the  ac- 
cession of  the  present  Government  to  office, 
with  the  general  indisposition  manifested 
not  to  embark  in  lengthened  discussions  of 
this  nature,  it  must  be  impossible,  with 
any  effect  to  propose  additional  taxation 
to  the  country  becaase  it  woald  be  im- 
possible, too,  to  make  such  an  accurate 
examination  of  the  expenditure,  as  to  en- 
able him  to  say  whether  or  not  it  was 
susceptible  of  such  a  reduction  as  might 
lessen  the  amount  required  for  the  pub* 
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lie  service.  He  should  feel  himself  to  be 
still  more  unworthy  than  he  knew  himself 
to  be,  for  the  situation  in  which  he  was 
placed,  if  he  were  so  presumptuous,  as  in 
one  moment  to  lay  before  them  a  system  of 
taxation  to  meet  the  deficiency  of  the 
year.  He  had  simply  to  request  in  the 
resolution  which  was  to  be  proposed, 
that  the  House  would  give  the  Govcrn- 
meut  the  power,  either  by  the  sale  of  Ex- 
chequer bills,  or  by  the  sale  of  a  certain 
portion  of  stock,  to  raise  that  sum  which 
might  be  necessary — to  make  the  amount 
to  be  received  in  money  equal  to 2,500,000/. 
the  sum  to  be  provided  for.  He  had 
introduced  into  the  resolution  the  power 
either  of  issuing  Exchequer  bills,  or  sel- 
ling stock,  because,  anxious  as  he  was  to 
relieve  the  unfunded  debt  he  could  not  with 
certainty  rely  on  the  effect  of  replacing  in 
the  market  two  millions  and  a  half  in  Ex- 
chequer bills.  He  had  in  view  the  possible 
difficulty  of  disposing  of  Exchequer  bills 
with  advantage  to  the  government  and  the 
public.  He  spoke  more  of  the  interest  of  the 
public  than  of  the  Government ;  because 
the  introducing  of  Exchequer  bills  suddenly 
might  produce  a  very  injurious  effect 
upon  the  holders  of  those  securities  and 
wishing  that  the  object  of  the  country 
might  be  attained  with  the  least  derange- 
ment to  the  interest  of  individuals,  he 
desired  to  give  the  Government  the  dis- 
cretion of  making  up  the  deficiency,  either 
by  the  sale  of  Exchequer  bills,  or  the  sale  of 
stock  in  the  market  He  did  not,  in  pro- 
pounding this  last  proposition,  adopt  a 
course  that  had  been  struck  out  for  the 
first  time.  He  knew  that  the  feeling  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Bar- 
ing) was  favourable  to  it.  And  as  the 
candour  that  had  marked  that  right  hon. 
Gentleman  when  he  was  connected  with 
the  Government,  would  now,  he  wassure, 
be  continued  in  opposition,  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  referring  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  as  having  stated  distinctly  his 
favourable  view  of  such  a  project  He 
trusted,  then,  that  the  House  would  see 
the  necessity  of  acceding  to  and  complying 
with  the  proposition  which  he  should  have 
to  submit  to  them,  of  giving  this  power  to 
the  Government,  leaving  it  to  them,  either 
by  the  sale  of  Exchequer  bills,  or  the  sale 
of  stock,  to  raise  the  sum  he  proposed ; 
but  not  go  beyond  that  amount  which  was 
required  for  the  service  of  the  year.  He 
was  not  aware  of  any  necessity  on  the 
present  occasion  of  entering  into  any  fur. 
3£ 
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ther  detail ;  but  he  sboald  be  heppy  to 
give  any  explanation  which  might  be  re-t 
quired  by  any  hon.  Gentleman  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  and  to  satisfy  any 
doubts  that  might  suggest  themselves  to 
others,  though  they  had  not  occurred 
to  himself,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
course  which  he  now  recommended  to  the 
House.  It  was  not,  he  could  assure  the 
House,  without  regret  that  he  felt  himself 
called  on  to  propose  an  addition  to  the 
debt  of  the  country,  and  in  order  to  repair 
a  deficiency  to  have  recourse  to  borrow, 
ing.  He  lamented  deeply,  and  sincerely 
that  he  was  not  able  to  make  a  special 
provision  for  the  debt  so  created,  but 
the  reasons  which  debarred  him  were 
those  which  prevented  him  from  dealing 
in  a  more  efficient  manner  with  the  de- 
ficiency generally.  A  proposition  which 
would  have  reference  to  taxation  required 
deep  and  deliberate  consideration,  and  it 
was  quite  evident  that  it  was  an  advantage 
to  the  public  to  defer  such  a  proposition 
till  the  whole  subject  might  be  considered, 
as  to  how  the  expenditure  might  be  dimin* 
ishedor  the  revenue  increased.  He  had  only 
further  to  say  that,  as  the  present  proposi* 
tion  was  merely  intended  to  deal  with  the 
case  before  them  be  was  anxious  that  it 
should  not  be  supposed  that  he  wished  to 
afford  the  precedent  of  making  up  de« 
ficiencies  by  additions  to  the  debt  of  the 
country.  So  desirous  was  he  to  avoid  it, 
that  he  refrained  from  alluding  to  any 
precedent  to  authorise  the  course  he  had 
pursued.  He  did  not  think  that,  as  a 
general  measure^  the  principle  was  def<;;n- 
sible ;  and  he  looked  forward  to  that  pe< 
riod  when,  after  looking  to  the  receipts  of 
the  country,  and  to  the  sources  of  the 
national  wealth,  they  should  be  enabled  to 
take  a  view  of  the  whole  case  in  detail, 
and  when  they  would  not  be  called  on  to 
consider  the  mode  of  dealing  with  the  de-r 
ficiencies  of  one  year,  but  to  consider 
how  the  whole  expenditure  and  revenue 
of  the  country  could  be  put  on  such  a 
footing  as  would  render  them  equal  to 
each  other.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
then  concluded  by  moving  the  following 
resolutions : — 

*'That  the  several  persons  who  have  en- 
gaged to  subscribe  towards  funding  the  sum 
5,000,000  of  Exchequer  Bills  charzed  on  aids 
or  supplies  dated  in  March  and  June  1841, 
(or  in  any  antecedent  month,  provided  the 
iwme  have  not  been  advertised  to  be  paid  off,) 
and  who  have  made  deposits  of  20^  per  centum 
oa  the  amount  of  their  rfspeclive  subscriptions 


accented  at  the  Bank  of  England,  shaU  be  e«* 
titled,  upon  the  completion  of  their  subscript 
tions,  for  every  lOO/.  so  subscribed  in  Exche* 
quer  bills  (or  100/.  12<.  in  money,  not  exceed- 
ing one  half  of  such  subscription),  to  119/.  9t. 
capital  stock  in  consolidated  annuities,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  3l  per  centum  per  an* 
num ;  the  said  interest  to  coiBmen<se  from  the 
5th  day  of  July  1841,  and  to  be  payable  bjF 
half-yearly  dividends  on  the  5lli  day  of 
January  and  the  5 ih  day  of  July  of  every  year* 
That  the  several  subscribers  shall  complete 
their  respective  subscriptions  at  the  Bank  of 
England,  b^  instalments,  in  the  proportions 
and  at  the  times  under  mentioned ;  that  is  to 

«»y> 
20/.  per  eentum  on  or  before  the  Bth  day  of 

November, 

20/.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  20th  dq^  of 
December. 

20/.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  31st  day  of 
January  1842. 

20/.  per  centum  on  or  before  the  14th  day  of 
March  1842. 

That  interest  shall  be  allowed  upo»  all  £i« 
chequer  bills  deposited  in  payment  of  each  in* 
stalment»  up  to  the  date  of  such  instalment ; 
and  upon  each  instalment  paid  in  moneyi  in- 
terest on  the  same  from  the  27th  day  of 
September  1841  to  the  date  of  such  instaU 
ment. 

That  subscribers  shall  be  at  liberty  to  pay 
the  said  instalments  in  advance,  and  shall  in 
such  case  be  entitled,  if  the  payment  be  made 
in  Exchequer  Bilb,  to  interest  thereopon,  to 
the  period  when  the  instalment  wiU  bo  due  \ 
and  if  payment  be  made  in  moneyji  te  iaterest 
at  the  rate  of  two  pence  farthing  per  diem 
upon  every  100/.  of  such  moneyA  from  the  day 
of  such  payment  in  advance  to  the  day  when 
it  would  otherwise  be  due. 

That  all  the  Exchequer  bills  so  to  be  de- 
posited with  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  England  shall  be  delivered  over  to 
the  Paymasters  of  Eicheqoer  Bills  te  be  can* 
celled  ;  and  that  all  monies  so  to  be  received 
shall  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  Eiicbequer, 
to  be  applied  from  time  to  time  to  such 
services*  for  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as 
shall  have  been  voted  by  this  House  in  this 
Session  of  ParliameDt,  that  the  Commissioners 
of  her  Majesty's  Treasury  shall  be  authorised 
to  complete  the  sum  requisite  to  discharge 
the  services  granted  by  this  House  in  this 
Session  of  Parliament,  and  the  interest  on 
Exchequer  bills  charged  on  the  aids  er  sup* 
plies  of  the  present  year,  amountin{{  in  the 
vihole  to  2,467^4312/.,  either  by  the  ^aaue  of 
Exchequer  bills,  or  by  the  creation  of  conso- 
lidated 3/.  per  centum  annuities,  provided  that 
no  greater  sum  in  the  whole  shall  be  raised, 
cither  by  the  monies  so  subscribed,  by  the  issue 
of  Excheouer  bills,  or  by  the  creation  of  conso- 
lidated 3/.  per  centum  annuities,  than  may  be 
necessary  to  discharge  the  said  services  and 
interest." 

Mr.  F'  T.  Saring  said,  that  be  abQuld 
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liave  scercely  thought  it  ne<;es8ary  to 
trouble  the  House  on  the  present  occasion, 
so  far  Qs  regarded  the  statement  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  ad- 
dressed the  House.  He  felt  it  necesary 
to  offer  a  few  observations,  not  so  much 
on  account  of  anything  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said  to  the  House,  as 
on  account  of  that  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  thoMght  fit  not  to  say. 
It  was  alwfiys  difficult  on  the  instant  to 
follow  a  right  hon.  Gentleman,  through  a 
statement  of  this  kind,  however  clear,  and 
to  sqddenly  give  an  opinion  upon  a  state- 
ment which  one  had  not  the  opportunity 
of  considfring.  At  the  same  time  he 
(Mr.  Baring)  would  venture  to  trouble  the 
committee  witi)  a  few  observs^tions.  He 
should  on  the  present  occasion,  omit,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  done,  all  refe- 
rence to  the  statement  which  had  been 
made  on  a  former  occasion  with  reference 
to  the  former  expenditure  and  deficiency. 
It  was,  however,  satisfactory  to  him  that 
though  six  months  had  elapsed,  and 
though  circumstances  might  have  occurred 
which  would  vary  his  calculations,  it  was 
satisfactory  to  him  to  find  that  ^^^^  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  found  nothing  to 
question  \\\  the  calculations  which  he  had 
upon  a  former  occasion  ventured  to  sub- 
mit to  the  House,  As  he  understood  the 
right  hon,  Gc^ntleman.  the  proposition 
made  to  the  House  was  the  ^me  operation 
which  (b^  ^'S^^  i^P'^*  Gentleman  had 
already  made  public.  He  thought  that 
be  understood  the  operation  which  w^s 
intencjed  by  the  right  hon.  Genileman, 
but  having  heard  the  explanaition  of  the 
right  t^on.  Gentleman,  he  was  pot  quite 
sure  that  he  understood  the  way  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  intended  that 
his  plan  should  operate.  He  understood 
the  transaction  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man to  be  this — that  he  proposed  to  com- 
bine the  (undipg  of  two  millions  and  a 
half  of  Exchequer  bills  and  to  bring  in 
at  the  same  time  two  millions  and  a  half 
of  money,  so  that  while  nominally  he 
funded  five  millions  of  Exchequer  bills, 
he  would  tn  reality  fund  only  two  millions 
and  a  h^lf  of  Exchequer  bills,  and  would 
raise  two  ii[)illions  and  a  half  in  money  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  country.  He 
thought  that  the  great  object  was  the 
funding  of  two  millions  and  a  half  of  Ex- 
chequer bills.  But  the  right  lion.  Gentle- 
man stated  that  he  found  it  necessary  to 
fund  five  millions^  and  that  he  had  suc- 


ceeded in  his  main  object.  On  the  pre- 
sent occasion  he  was  exceedingly  anxious 
that  nothing  should  fall  from  him  calcula- 
ted to  embarrass  and  encumber  the  public 
service  in  any  way.  He  did  not  think, 
however,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  succeeded.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  in  this 
posi  ion,  that  he  did  not  know  whether  he 
had  funded  the  required  amount  of  Exche- 
quer bills  or  not,  and  that  be  would  not 
know  the  amount  of  Exchequer  bills 
funded  or  the  amount  of  money  raised, 
till  the  end  of  the  transaction.  If  the 
object  of  tlie  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  to 
fund  two  millions  and  a  half  of  Exchequer 
bills,  he  had  not  yet  attained  that  object, 
and  if  his  object  was  to  raise  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  money  by  going  into  the 
market  with  that  amount  of  Exchequer 
bills  or  Stock,  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  completely  suc- 
ceeded. The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  it 
appeared  to  him,  had  neither  secured  the 
amount  of  Exchequer  bills  nor  the  amount 
of  money  that  he  was  anxious  to  obtain. 
Nobody,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
said,  would  quarrel  with  the  amount  of 
the  bo7ius  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
hard  offered.  On  the  contrary,  so  far 
from  that,  if  he  had  ventured  to  state  any- 
thing to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  pre* 
vious  to  his  undertaking  that  operatioi^, 
he  would  have  told  him  not  to  venture  on 
an  operation  of  that  kind  unless  that  he 
was  sure  to  succeed.  He  was  sure  that  a 
Hmall  saving  (which,  however,  he  did  not 
underrate)  ought  not  to  be  considered 
in  comparison  witl^  securing  the  success  of 
nn  operation  of  this  nature.  Considering 
what  was  passing  here  and  in  other  coun- 
tries, he  thought  it  would  have  been  ad- 
visable for  the  right  hon.  Gentletnan,  leav- 
ing out  of  consideration  what  had  been 
of^red  by  Lord  Monteagl^  or  any  one 
else,  to  have  offered  such  a  6onus  as  would 
secure  the  object  he  had  in  view.  With 
respect  to  the  aipount,  it  appeared  to  him 
that  it  was  a  satisfactory  amount  and  a 
satisfactory  offer.  Notwithstanding  all 
that  had  been  said  of  Whig  misgovern- 
ment  and  the  extravagance  of  Whig  A(J- 
ministration,  it  appeared  that,  after  ten 
years  of  Whig  Administration,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  able  to  raise  the 
amount  he  wanted  at  a  bonus  of  one-third 
less  than  in  1828,  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer.   This  faqiyk^uW^^^l^i^.Jearn, 
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after  all  he  had  heard  of  the  ruin  of  their 
finances,  and  of  the   dangerous  state   in 
which  the  country  had  been  left  by  teti 
years  of  Whig  Administration.     Notwith- 
standing all  this,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
when  he  wanted  money,  offered  one-ihird 
less  for  it  than  he  found  it  necessary  to 
ofier  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  ago  when 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.     With  respect  to  the 
operation  of  the   right  hon.  Gentleman, 
there  was  one  point,  and  one  only,  on 
which  he  should  be  sorry  (as  we  under- 
stood) to  see  it  drawn   into  a  precedent. 
He  thought  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was   right  to   avoid   a   loan.      Although 
borrowing  in  one  way  might  sound  the 
same  as  borrowing  in  another  way,  still 
recollecting  what  had  been  done  in  this 
way  in  the  good  old  times,  he  should  be 
sorry  that  the  country  in  time  of  peace 
should  have  recourse  to  a  regular  loan; 
but  if  it  were  necessary  to  raise  money  by 
a  loan,  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  done  by 
open  competition.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man proposed  to  raise  two  and  a  half  mil- 
lions in  a  mode  which  was  not  open  to  com. 
petition.    Now  this,  he  thought,  was  open 
to  objection,  for,  though  he  admitted  that 
the  public  would  be  exposed  to,  a  com- 
bination of  great  monied  capitalists,  still 
he  thought  upon  the  whole  that  they  would 
best  satisfy  the  public  feeling  by  going  to 
the  open  market.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man  proposed  to  make  his  operation  such  as 
to  enable  him  to  obtain  money  either  by 
the  sale  of  Exchequer  bills,  or  of  stock 
corresponding  in  some  manner.     Now  he 
knewenough  to  know  the  difficulty  of  being 
confined  entirely  to  Exchequer  bills,  and 
therefore  he  ventured  to  suggest  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  if  he  found  himself 
under  the  necessity  of  doing  anything  of 
the  kind,  the  propriety  of  reserving  the 
option.     As  far  as  this  part  of  the  propo- 
sition went,  he  need  hardly  say,  that  he 
cordially  supported  it.   He  entirely  agreed 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  pro- 
priety of  keeping  under  the  amount  of 
Exchequer  bills.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman would  find  in  some  return  which 
he  did  not  happen  to  have  with  him,  that 
the  amount  of  Exchequer  bills  in  1835 
bad  been  very  largely  reduced  by  the  Go- 
vernment with  which  he  was  connected, 
and  compared  with  the  administration  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  they  had  re- 
duced Exchequer  bills  by  three  millions 
as  compared  with  the  quantity  Qf  Exche- 


quer bills  in  the  market  at  the  time.  He 
entirely  concurred  in  the  expediency  of 
raising  the  money,  if  it  were  possible  to 
make  the  option,  rather  by  the  sale  of 
stock  than  the  sale  of  Exchequer  bills. 
He  confessed,  that  after  the  manner  in 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  left 
that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House, 
he  was  surprised  that  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman had  not  alluded  to  the  future 
prospects  of  the  country  —  that  he  had  not 
given  them  some  glimpse,  some  small 
opening,  some  possibility  of  understand- 
ing the  course  which  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman proposed  hereafter  to  pursue.  He 
confessed,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
told  him—- and  here  he  could  not  help  re- 
minding the  committee,  that  during  the 
debate  in  the  last  Sessbn,  when  a  right 
hon.  Friend  of  his  accused  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  of  stating,  that  the  course  he 
meant  to  take  would  be  to  leave  things 
alone,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  rose  in- 
dignantly, and  complained  bitterly  that 
he  had  been  grossly  misrepresented,  and 
he  stated,  that  no  such  thing  had  fallen 
from  him.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  rose 
twice  and  complained  that  such  a  notion 
should  be  attributed  to  him,  a  notion 
which  he  never  ventured  to  entertain.  He 
entirely  agreed  with  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, that  he  had  no  such  notion  of 
letting  things  alone,  but  now,  when  the 
time  for  explanation  came,  the  scheme  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  after  all  was 
that  of  borrowing  money,  and,  as  far  as 
he  understood  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
plan,  it  was  the  very  plan  which,  when  on 
that  (the  Opposition)  side  of  the  House, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  attacked 
him  for  proposing;  but  now,  when  on 
the  Treasury  benches,  he  considered  the 
wisest  and  most  proper,  and  the  most  ex- 
pedient plan,  to  leave  things  entirely  alone 
till  next  year.  He  did  not  know  what 
might  be  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  no- 
tion of  letting  things  alone,  but  he  knew, 
that  if  he  had  come  down  with  a  proposal 
for  a  loan,  without  stating  how  he  meant 
to  deal  with  the  finances  of  the  country 
hereafter,  he  should,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
have  been  fiercely  attacked.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  that  he  had 
lately  come  into  office,  and  that  it  would 
be  rather  hard  upon  him  to  give  a  plan  of 
finance,  and  to  consider  fully  the  revenue 
and  the  expenditure  of  the  country.  He 
really  thought,  that  the  delay  was  abso- 
lutely necessary^^td^U^ing-ilJ^right  hon, 
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Oentleman  fair  time  for  the  consideration 
of  financial  subjects;  he  would  be  one  of 
the  first  to  admit  that  plea,  and  at  once 
to  give  him  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  fair 
time  for  the  consideration  of  the  plans 
and  measures  which,  filling  the  station  he 
did»  he  would  be  called  upon  to  propose, 
but  he  could  not  in  his  conscience,  and 
with  every  respect  for  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, understand  that  plea  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  which  tells  us,  «  I  have 
considered  the  subject  of  finance  for  se- 
veral long  years — I  have  made  repeated 
observations  and  motions  upon  the  ques- 
tion—I have  thrown  you  out  of  office 
upon  a  financial  question — I  have  taken 
issue  with  you  upon  the  great  measures 
you  proposed — we  know  quite  enough  to 
make  out,  that  your  propositions  are  bad, 
but  we  have  not  sufficient  knowledge  to 
tell  you  what  is  good  and  ought  to  be 
done."  That  course,  he  confessed,  he 
could  not  understand.  If  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  asked  for  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks,  that  might  be  well  enough,  but  as 
he  understood  the  present  course,  it  was 
this,  to  propose  to  wind  up  the  financial 
arrangements  of  the  year  without  an- 
nouncing to  the  House  any  one  of  those 
measures,  or  giving  the  details  of  any  of 
those  principles  upon  which  he  hereafter 
considered  that  he  would  have  to  conduct 
the  financial  administration  of  the  coun- 
try. Against  this  course  he  took  the 
liberty  of  protesting,  as  his  noble  Friend 
(Lord  J.  Russell)  had  already  done,  how- 
ever inefiectually.  He  entertained  towards 
that  course  a  most  sincere  objection.  He 
thought  it  was  not  a  course  that  was  ad- 
visable for  the  country  ;  he  thought  it  was 
not  a  course  which,  under  any  circum- 
stances, the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
ought  to  have  proposed.  From  something 
that  fell  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
he  believed  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, when  he  referred  to  the  expenditure, 
seemed  to  think,  that  the  sum  that  was 
necessary  for  this  year  would  not  be  ne- 
cessary for  future  years ;  and  he  could 
not  help  thinking,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  some  expectations,  having 
this  prospect  before  him,  that  it  would  not 
be  necessary  to  take  any  measure  for  an 
augmentation  of  the  revenue.  He  con- 
fessed it  would  give  him  the  greatest,  the 
most  sincere  pleasure,  to  find  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  enabled  to  carry  on  the 
Government  of  the  country  without  call- 
ing upon  the  people  for  increase  of  taxa- 


tion ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  did  ap- 
pear to  him  a  most  unadvisable  expectation 
to  raise  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  feel  sure  of  success.  Had  he  misun- 
derstood the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ?  [iVb, 
no,]  He  admitted  they  had  heard  of  the 
wanton  and  profligate  expenditure  of  the 
Whig  Government.  Did  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  think,  that  that  was  the  case  ? 
[Cheers.']  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  was 
one  of  those  parties  who  concurred  with . 
those  who  cheered  the  accusation.  [Lord 
Stanley  said  something  across  the  Table.] 
The  words  he  had  used  were  the  very 
words  used  by  the  noble  Lord  who  se- 
conded the  address  upon  which  the  late 
Government  was  displaced.  He  knew 
that  language  was  used  by  one  party  of 
the  friends  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
opposite  which  they  themselves  would  not 
employ,  that  accusations  like  this  were 
made,  and  when  it  was  wanted  to  know 
upon  what  grounds  such  accusations  were 
made,  some  right  hon.  Gentlemen  jumped 
up,  and  cried,  "  I  never  said  such  a  thing 
— what  can  you  mean?"  When,  how- 
ever, a  great  party  was  banded  together, 
and  when  he  saw  members  of  that  party 
bringing  forward  charges  day  after  day, 
and  night  after  night,  he  would  ask,  was 
it  not  natural  to  suppose,  that  without 
there  was  some  general  consent  and  union, 
the  charges  which  they  heard  would  not 
be  employed  by  persons  holding  stations 
in  that  House,  and  persons  whom  the 
great  Conservative  party  entrusted  with 
the  agreeable  duty  of  turning  out  the  late 
Government.  In  entering  his  protest 
against  the  course  of  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman, it  was  his  earnest  wish  not  to  use 
any  language  that  could  in  any  shape  be 
hurtful  to  the  feelings  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  For  his  own  part  he  was  as 
anxious  to  see  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
successful  in  his  measures  as  if  he  were 
himself  in  office.  He  was  satisfied,  that 
the  real  foundation  of  the  good  faith  and 
credit  of  the  country  was  unshaken,  and 
although  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  might 
not  succeed  in  getting  the  actual  amount 
of  the  sum  proposed,  still  he  would  not 
draw  from  that  any  evil  omen  as  to  the 
real  position  of  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  con- 
cluded with  a  sentiment  which  he  had 
often  uttered  when  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House— namely,  that  be  saw  no  reason  at 
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nny  time  to  despair  of  the  resources  of  the 
country  or  of  its  power  to  meet  all  difficul- 
lies.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  critic- 
ised the  observations  which  he  had  taketi  the 
liberty  to  make,  and  had  stated  cettain  ob- 
jections to  the  measures  which  he  (the  Chan- 
eellor  of  the  Exchequer)  now  proposed  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  in  therevenuc.  If  the 
committee  would  allow  him,  he  would  offer, 
on  theiB  points,  a  few  observations.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  objected  to  the  mea- 
sures taken  for  fundingof  Exchequer  billsand 
raising  money.     He  confessed,  after  listen- 
ing to  the  sjjeech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, he  could  not  distinctly  understand  the 
objections  he  made.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman told  them  tliat  he  thought  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  reduce   the  unAinded 
debt,  and  he  told  them  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  not  to  have  recourse  to  a  loan. 
Now  if  there  was  any  merit  in  the  proposi- 
tion submitted  to  the  committee^  it  was 
this,  that  it  did  reduce  the  unfunded  debt 
to  an  amount  to  which  it  appeared  to  him 
advisable  to  reduce  it>  and  did  avoid  the 
necessity  of  contracting  a  loan.     As  far, 
then,  as  these  two  points  went,  he  must 
confess,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
objecting   to  the  measures,  confirmed  the  j 
principles  upon  which  they  were  founded. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  they 
could  not  get  the  amount  of  Exchequer 
bills  required,  and  they  would  fail  to  raiic 
the  necessary  supply  of  money.     He  knew, 
that  every  proposition   of  this   kind   de- 
pended upon  the  subscription  of  the  public; 
and  no  man,  under  certain  circumstances, 
could  infer  the  Certain  accomplishment  of 
truch  an  object ;  but  taking  the  whole  of 
these  measures  together,  he  had  so  far  suc- 
ceeded, that  by  means  of  the  alternative, 
trhidi  he  trusted  the  House  would  allow, 
and  which  the  right  hon.  Ghntleman  ap- 
proved of,  either  by  the  issue  of  Exchequer 
bills  or  by  the  sale  of  stock,  he  should  have 
in  his  hands  the  poVrer  df  reducing  the 
Amount  of  Exchequer  bilk  as  he  thought 
necessary,  and  of  raising,  by  an  addition  to 
the  funds  rather  than  to  the  unfunded  debt, 
that  amount  of  momey  which  he  knew  was 
required  for  the  public  servieei     So  far, 
therefore,  his  measures  had  succeeded,  and 
had  fulfilled  the  condition  which  the  right 
hon.     Gentleman    deemed    indispensable. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  there  was 
danger  in  the  mode  of  raising  money,  and 
he  thought,  that  loans  should  be  raised  by 
open  competition.     He   was  aware,    that 
the  tight  hon.  Gentleman  was  correct  as  to 
the  general  principle ;  but  there  were  rea- 


sons which  convinced  him,  that  he  had 
acted  rightly  on  the  present  occasion,  t^rd 
Monteagle,  when  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, made  an  attempt  to  fund  Exchequer 
bilh  through  the  medium  of  public  compe- 
tition. Three  lat^ge  capitalists  offered,  and 
offered  three  sets  of  tetms  materially  dif- 
ferent. The  Chancellor  of  the  Etcheqtmt 
was  obliged  to  ha^  a  sealed  paper  stating 
the  amount  beyond  which  the  Govemmctat 
would  not  go.  What  ^as  the  result  ?  Tlic 
Bank  of  England  brought  in  Exchequer  bills 
to  the  amount  of  half  a  milltoh,  upon  terms 
lower  than  those  olFeied  by  the  Government, 
and  the  other  (tarties  bid  so  considerably 
above  the  Government  price,  that  they  wM 
not  be  accepted;  land  thus,  afb^  trying 
public  competition,  Lord  Monteagle  was 
obliged  to  go  into  the  market,  and  to  obtain 
in  the  same  manner  as  he  hod  dokie, 
subscriptions  to  tbe  amount  required; 
and  with  this  inconvenience,  that  the 
parties  who  first  came  forward,  Upon 
open  competition,  had  advantaged  less 
than  those  who,  by  holding  back,  drove 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  into  the  market. 
He  was  opposed  to  open  competition,  be- 
cause, u()ou  princii)le(i  of  justice,  if  they 
offered  a  competition,  the  advantages  ought 
to  be  the  same  to  all;  and  he  therefore 
thought  it  fairer  in  the  first  instance,  in- 
stead of  having  a  sealed  paper,  to  state  at 
once  to  the  public  those  terms  which  lie 
was  willing  to  accept.  This  was  bis  re:> 
fion  for  not  resorting  to  open  competitiuiH 
In  open  competition,  the  dealing  was  con^ 
fined  to  the  capitalists  in  the  market. 
Those  only  could  come  forward  who  had 
a  large  amount  of  Exchequer  Bills  to 
offer.  It  was  impossible  for  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  to  take  l,O00t 
from  one  party,  and  1,000^  from  ianother, 
and  so  on ;  but  when  he  offered  terms, 
and  they  were  accepted,  the  smallest  holder 
Would  ne  placed  upon  the  same  foot- 
ittg  as  the  largest.  Men  with  l,OO0t  would 
be  able  to  subscribe  on  the  same  tetms  with 
the  man  who  had  1,000,000/.,  and,  on  the 
j)resent  occasion,  he  knew  many  individuals 
Had  subscribed  to  very  limited  amounts, 
i^vhich,  ^nder  a  different  ^stem,  they  cottid 
ttot  have  done.  These  ijvere  the  fea^nB 
Why  he  thought  it  inexpedient  to  tiepcAt 
the  practice  pursued  in  the  case  df  Lord 
Monteagle,  a  practice  which  did  not  pro^ 
dace  the  effect  expected,  and  which  operated 
to  the  iiljary  of  thOM  wlm  came  ^rward 
in  the  fi'nt  initanoe.  It  <pras  nid,  that 
by  puUxc  competition,  hre  might  have  ob- 
tained  greater  advantage  to  the  public. 


B45 


Watfs  ^nd  Mntm. 


{S»PT,27} 


W&Mfs  and  Meani» 


8V 


6 


Did  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  believe, 
if  he  offered  a  loan  at  a  bonus  of  18^.  9/i 
per  cent.y  raanjr  would  be  desiroufi  of 
obtaining  it?  Let  him  look  at  the  loan 
raiaed  by  Mr.  Spring  Rioe  for  the  payment 
of  the  Weit- India  compensation.  The  bonus 
then  given  was  d/.  18^.,  just  ZL  more  than 
be  now  proposed^  and  for  this  simple 
reason,  that  the  present  plan  combined 
two  advantagei^  namely,  that  individuals 
would  derive  the  same  advantage  from  the 

fiyment  of  money  as  the  presentation  of 
aichequer  Bills.  The  right  hon.  Gentle, 
man  further  stated,  that  he  doubted  wbetlier 
the  public  would  accept  the  loan  now  \mh' 
posed.  He  entertained  a  very  different 
opinion.  He  had  that  confidence  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  professed  to 
have  in  the  power  and  resources  of  the 
country  ;  he  had  taken  the  best  means  in 
his  power  of  ascertaining  what  terms  the 
public  had  a  rieht  to  expect,  and  having 
made  up  his  mind,  he  saw  nothing  to  shake 
his  determination  with  regard  lo  what  he 
fell  it  his  duty  to  offer  to  the  public,  little 
regarding  whether  the  whole  subscription 
should  be  ftlled  or  not,  so  long  as  he  ob- 
tained sufficient  to  enable  him  to  accomplish 
the  object  he  had  in  view.  Comparing  the 
present  bimus  with  that  offered  ten  years 
ago,  was  no  argument  whatever.  At  par- 
ticnlar  periods  there  might  be  great  va- 
riations in  the  rate  at  which  money  could 
be  funded  or  borrowed;  and  it  was  no 
ground  of  blame  to  any  parly,  that  he  gave 
a  higher  rate  at  one  time,  and  a  lower  at  a 
snbeequent  period.  Circumstances  had  since 
occurred  with  respect  to  the  power  which 
the  Government  now  possessed  of  with- 
drawing Exchequer  Bills  from  circulation, 
which  must  materially  affect  the  terms 
which  Government  would  be  justified  in 
offering  to  the  public.  He  felt,  upon  the 
whole,  that  the  terms  he  had  offered  were 
not  lower  than  circumstances  justified,  and 
he  was  better  satisfied  to  stand  there  Co 
defend  himself  for  having  made  an  advan. 
tageous  bargain  to  the  public  which  had 
partially  interfered  with  his  success,  rather 
uian  to  defend  himself  from  the  accusation 
of  having  uselessly  squandered  th^  public 
money,  with  a  view  to  secure  his  own  ob- 
jects. The  tight  hon.  Gentleman  com- 
plained, that  he  had  not  been  sufficiently 
explicit  with  regard  to  his  future  intentions. 
Wnat  he  had  said  was  this,  that  before 
he  undertook  to  lav  down  any  plan  of 
finance  or  taxation,  he  must  carefully  exa- 
mine, not  only  the  revenue, but  the  exnendi- 
tute  of  the  country  also;  and  thaty  in  im- 


posing taxes  upon  the  people,  he  dmuld 
take  care  not  to  adopt  such  a  proceeding 
without  being  enabled  to  say,  that  he  had 
examined   the    expenditure,  that  he  had 
looked  into  details,  that  he  was  convinced 
the  expenditure  they  were  called  upon  to 
pay  was  essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try, and  he  would  then  put  it  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  people,  whether  they  would  not 
bear  some  additicmal  burdens  in  order  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  the  country.  He  nn* 
derstood  perfectly  well  the  advantage  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have,  al« 
though,  he  was  sure,  he  would  not  avail 
himself  of  it,  if  he  had  brought  forward  some 
crude  and  undigested  scheme  of  taxation. 
He  sliould  be  told,  why  not  look  into  the 
expenditure,  and  the  Member  for  Coventry 
(Mr.  Williams),  if  nobody  else  did,  would 
tell  him  it  was  incumbent  upon  him  to  do 
so.      In  the  varied    expenditure    of  this 
country,  in  the  charges  and  expenses  thrown 
upon  it  from  every  quarter,  both  in  the 
colonies  and  at  home,  and  knowing  the 
pressure  that  was  about  to  be  thrown  upon 
the  country,  how  could  he  venture  to  pro- 
pose on  the  instant  a  permanent  plan  of 
finance?     He  did  not  refrain  from  doing 
so,  because  he  anticipated  the  possibility 
of  avoiding  having  recourse  to  taxation, 
for  that  he  believed  to  be  inevitable,  but 
he  merely  wished  to  have  time  to  con- 
sider the  mode   in   which  that    taxation 
which  might  be  necessary,  could  be  rais* 
ed  in  a    manner  least  injurious  to    the 
general  interests  of  the  country.    As  to 
his  having  advised  the  House  to  let  every- 
thing alone,  and  then  coming  forward  to 
fulfil  the  object  of  that  misrepresentation, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said,  that  if  he 
(Mr.  Baring)  had  madeauch  a  proposition, 
he  (the  Chancellor    of   the  Exchequer) 
would  have  been  the  first  to  object  to  it. 
Undoubtedly,  he  had  been  misrepresented 
on  that  occasion,  for  he  never  said  what  was 
imputed  lo  him ;    but  it  was-  rather  hard 
upon  him,  when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
recollected  the  misrepresentation,  that  he 
did  not  recollect  what  he  really  did  say, 
and   that    what  he    said   then    had  been 
accomplished.     He  said,  then,  that  if  the 
suffar  duties  were  left  as  they  were,  not 
only  would  the  consumption  increase,  but 
the  revenue  would  improve,  and  the  result 
proved  he  was  right.     He  did  not  sav,  that 
things  ought  to  be  left  alone,  and  he  did 
not  admit,  that  he  stood  in  the  situation 
the  rifihthon.  Gentleman  would  have  stood 
in,  if  he  had  made  such  a  proposition.     The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  in  office 
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for  four  years;  the  Government  with 
which  he  was  connected  had  been  in  office 
ten  years ;  and,  therefore^  he  had  had  full 
opportunity  to  look  into  the  diflFerent 
branches  of  the  expenditure^  to  see  whether 
it  were  possible  to  make  alterations— he 
had  had  an  opportunity  to  take  a  minute 
view  of  the  whole  financial  system  of  the 
country,  and,  therefore,  the  application  of 
such  a  charge  to  him  would  not  have  been 
unjust.  At  the  end,  however,  of  the  first 
two  or  three  weeks  of  office,  involved  as  he 
was  in  a  mass  of  business  of  the  Treasury, 
and  having  had  no  opportunity  to  frame  his 
measures,  in  the  state  in  which  they  should 
be  submitted  to  Parliament,  he  would  not 
be  driven  into  any  premature  announce- 
ment of  them.  He  did  not  know,  that  it 
would  be  necessary  for  him  to  ofifer  any 
further  observations  on  what  had  fallen 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He 
thought  it  evident,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  approved  of  the  plan  as  a 
whole,  whatever  he  might  think  of  parts  of 
it.  He  thought  the  statements  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  stronger  modes  of 
approval,  than  any  arguments  against  his 
proposition ;  and  he  was,  therefore,  inclined 
to  thank  him  for  the  support  which  he  had 
given. 

Mr.  W.  Williams,  said  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  very  much  mistaken, 
if  he  supposed  that  he  should  recommend 
any  imposition  of  fresh  taxes  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  Exchequer.  He  thought  the 
effects  of  the  bad  economy  which  had 
been  practised  might  be  met  by  a  plan 
which  would  not  work  any  detriment  to 
the  public  service.  The  proposition  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  relieving 
himself  from  his  financial  difficulty  was, 
no  doubt,  the  easiest  and  least  troublsome 
to  himself;  it  was  the  course  always  pur- 
sued by  the  profligate  spendthrift,  so  long 
as  he  has  credit  to  borrow,  of  getting  out 
of  present  difficulties,  by  plunging  deeper 
into  debt ;  but  every  thinking  man,  who 
reflected  upon  what  the  end  must  be  of 
adding  year  after  ye^u  to  a  debt  exceeding 
eight  hundred  millions  would  hear  the 
proposition  with  painful  regret.  During 
the  last  seven  years,  from  1834  to  1840, 
there  was  added  to  the  debt  permanently 
33,977,250/.;  interest  on  which  1,167,308/. 
The  proposed  addition  would  make  the  in- 
crease nearly  40,000,000/.  within  the  seven 
^eart ;  this  had  been  done  by  loans,  fund- 
mg  Exchequer  bills,  and  ail  sorts  of  con- 
trivances; 4,600,000/.  of  which  was  added 
to  the  debty  without  the  consent  or  know* 


ledge  of  Parliament.  It  might  be  said, 
20,000,000/.  was  for  the  emancipation  of 
the  black  slaves,  and  he  should  be  asked 
if  that  money  was  not  applied  for  a 
righteous  purpose.  Yes ;  but  if  the  pre- 
sent generation  thought  so,  they  ought  to 
have  paid  for  it  themselves,  and  not 
throw  it  upon  posterity.  What  couki 
be  more  unjust  and  dishonest,  than  to 
throw  upon  posterity  the  payment  of 
the  debts  contracted  by  the  present  ge- 
neration for  every  species'  of  profligacy 
and  corrupt  purposes?  Was  it  right 
to  make  posterity  pay  the  penalty  of  our 
misgovernment  ?  Was  it  just  in  the  ge« 
neration  now  in  existence  to  mortgage  the 
fruits  of  the  industry  and  toil  of  generations 
not  yet  in  existence  to  pay  its  debts  ?  The 
system  was  a  violation  of  great  moral 
principles,  and  would  come  to  a  violent 
end,  attended  with  awful  consequences. 
No  excuse  for  the  course  proposed  had  or 
could  be  offered.  The  just  and  honest 
means  of  getting  out  of  the  difficulty  was 
by  retrenchment,  or  the  imposition  of  a 
property-tax.  He  would  point  out  what 
could  be  effected  by  retrenchment  with 
safety,  to  an  extent  that  would  not  only 
make  good  the  deficiency,  but  pay  off  the 
excess  of  expenditure  of  the  last  four  years. 
The  amount  of  the  estimates  for  the  pre* 
sent  year  of  the  army,  navy,  and  misceU 
laneous  was  18,949,740/.  Now,  as  he  did 
not  mean  to  reduce  the  present  expenditure 
by  any  extraordinary  outlays  which  had 
taken  place  during  the  last  year,  he  should 
deduct  from  the  sum  he  had  stated : 

For  the  expedition  to  China   £400,000 

Expenses  in  Canada 155,000 

Excess  of  the  navy  in  two  years    191,194 

£746,19* 

Which,  when  taken  from  the  above,  left 
18,203,546/.  Now,  he  thought  he  could 
not  do  better  than  return  back  to  the 
expenditure  in  the  year  1830,  when  the 
Gentlemen  opposite  were  in  office.  In  that 
year  the  estimates  on  the  four  heads  he 
had  stated  were  15,864,785/.,  being  less 
than  those  of  this  year  by  2,338,761/. 
Now,  that  was  a  sum  fully  equal  to  that 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  wanted 
to  borrow,  or  rather  to  add  to  the  funded 
debt.  But  he  could  refer  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  to  a  better  period  still — four 
years  of  the  Government  of  the  Whigs. 
The  average  expenditure  for  these  four 
years  was  I4,l48,4i?!5^y,  jylush^^^tos 
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than  this  year  by  4,056,090/.  Now,  he 
should  like  to  know  what  were  the  peculiar 
circumsUnces  of  the  country  which  ren- 
dered 80  vast  an  increase  necessary  ?  He 
could  not  find  out  any  difference  which 
was  at  all  material,  either  at  home  or  in 
our  foreign  relations.  In  1830,  a  great 
retoluiion  took  place  in  France,  the  con- 
sequences of  which  it  was  impossible  for 
any  man  to  foresee.  In  this  country  a 
large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  were  dis- 
turbed and  discontented.  In  those  districts 
where  that  feeling  of  disaffection  prevailed, 
life  and  property  were  insecure.  What 
was  the  state  of  things  at  present  ?  He 
believed  that  more  distress  prevailed,  and 
greater  privations  were  undergone,  than  in 
any  period  of  our  history.  Yet  tranquillity 
prevailed  every  where,  and  no  strong  feel- 
ings of  disaffection  were  expressed.  Well, 
in  what  situation  were  our  foreign  affairs  ? 
The  Eastern  question  was  admitted  on  all 
hands  to  be  settled.  Her  Majesty's  Speech 
announced  that  the  temporary  separation 
of  France  from  the  other  powers  had  ceased. 
And,  as  to  Canada,  he  would  venture  to 
predict,  from  bis  own  observation  of  the 
public  feeling  in  that  country,  that  if  the 
same  measures  were  acted  on  henceforward 
as  those  which  had  been  adopted  by  Lord 
Sydenham,  the  people  of  that  colony  would 
become  firmly  and  honestly  attached  to 
this  country.  Again,  he  thought  that 
those  questions  which  separated  the  United 
States  in  feeling,  from  this  country  would 
be  amicably  settled ;  for  he  had  recently 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  (which  in  fact  governed 
that  country),  were  decidedly  in  favour  of 
amicable  relations.  He  would  point  out 
another  source  in  which  great  savings 
might  be  effected,  namely,  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue.  The  amount  of  last 
year's  revenue  was  5\fi50fl00L  The  cost 
of  collecting  it  was  4,282,500{.9  being 
more  than  eight  per  cent.  This  vast  ex- 
penditure was  intercepted  before  it  went 
into  the  Treasury,  without  either  Parlia- 
ment or  the  Treasury  exercising  the  least 
control  over  it.  Each  department  put  its 
fingers  into  the  public  purse,  and  took  out 
vhat  it  thought  proper  for  its  salary.  A 
great  increase  bad  taken  place  in  this  de- 
partment. In  1806,  according  to  a  state- 
ment made  by  the  Treasury  to  the  finance 
committee,  the  amount  of  the  revenue  was 
58,255,175/.  The  charge  for  collection 
was  2,797,722/,  being  only  4|  per  cent. 
This  payment  was  in  a  time  of  depreciated 


paper  money,  when  Bank  of  England 
notes,  as  compared  with  gold,  were  worth 
about  14s.  6c2.  Before  Mr.  Pitt  became 
Minister,  the  most  rigid  control  was  exer- 
cised by  the  Treasury  over  this  department, 
and  he  was  informed  the  cost  of  collection 
did  not  exceed  2|  to  3  per  cent.  The  Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne  in  1797,  saidy  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject, 

"  Every  office  seems  to  be  lord  of  its  own 
will,  and  every  officer  seems  to  have  unlimited 
power  over  the  purse  of  the  nation,  instead 
of  their  being,  as  the  spirit  of  the  constitution 
directed,  under  the  constant  check  of  the 
Treasure." 

The  Commissioners  of  inquiry  into  the 
Excise  establishment  stated  the  charges  of 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  of  pay- 
ment out  of  such  revenue  in  its  progress 
to  the  Exchequer,  other  than  charges  of 
collection  for  the  year  ending  5th  January, 
1 834,  was  4,500,0002.,  which  was  obtained 
by  slopping  this  amount  out  of  the  gross 
revenue,  in  it«  progress  to  the  Exchequer  ; 
so  that  this  amount  of  the  produce  of  the 
taxes  is  not  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  con- 
trary to  the  great  principle  of  the  consti- 
tution, which  requires  that  the  Exchequer 
should  possess  the  means  of  securing  the 
legal  appropriation  of  the  money  levied  on 
the  public.  If  the  gross  amount  of  the 
taxes  were  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and  the 
salaries  and  other  expenditure  of  the  dif- 
ferent departments  were  to  be  voted  in  the 
estimates  annually,  a  very  great  reduction 
might  be  effected.  He  was  aware  that 
this  was  the  Government's  great  source  of 
patronage,  and  how  they  were  pressed  on 
every  side  by  their  supporters  to  be  quar. 
tered  on  the  taxes ;  but  if  this  country 
was  to  maintain  her  present  high  position 
among  nations,  profuse  expenditure  must 
be  abandoned,  and  economy  unsparingly 
applied,  so  as  to  relieve  the  distress  of  the 
people,  produced  by  taxation.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  complained,  that  many  of 
the  acts  of  the  late  Government  were  stig* 
matised  by  her  Majesty's  present  advisers  as 
a  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public  money. 
Now  he  did  not  hesitate  to  reiterate  that 
opinion.  But  in  every  one  of  those  acts 
the  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  supported 
that  Government,  and  were,  therefore, 
debarred  from  making  any  complaint  that 
the  Treasury  was  in  its  present  inadequate 
condition.  If  ever  there  was  an  Adminis* 
tration  pledged  by  their  previous  acts, 
particularly  by  their  rejection  of  measures 
which  would  add  to  the  revenue  without 
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tncreaeing  taxes,  to  make  good  the  present 
deficiencies  by  retrenchment  nnd  eco- 
nomy, and  not  to  add  to  the  debt,  it 
was  the  present.  It  was  a  reflection  on 
the  present  generation,  if,  after  twenty- 
five  years  of  peace,  we  were  to  add  to 
the  permanent  debt.  He,  therefore,  felt 
catted  on  to  submit  the  following  amend- 
ment : — 

**  Thai,  after  tweuly-five  years  of  peace>  it 
is  inexpedient  to  add  to  the  funded  debt  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency  of  the  revenue  to 
meet  the  expenditure  of  (he  present  and  four 
preceding  years;  thai  such  aeficiency  might, 
and  ought  to  be  made  good  by  the  observance 
of  rigid  economy  and  retrcBchment  in  the 
INiblic  ejpenditttre»" 

The  CfiAirman  intimated  that  it  ^ould 
be  informal  to  move  such  an  amendment 
as  that  prt)posed  on  the  resolution  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chenuef. 

Mr.  Williams  accordingly  wiihdrew  his 
amendment. 

Dr.  Bowring  was  glad  the  hon.  Member 
for  Coventry  bad  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  isubject  of  the  great  ex- 
pense inturted  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue.  The  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to 
a  Parliamentary  Return,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  a  sum  of  more  than  6,000,000/. 
were  annually  spent  in  the  public  of- 
fices, without  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
Until  that  sum  was  placed  under  the 
control  of  Parliament,  they  could  htive 
no  security  tot  it*  being  properly  ex- 
pended. He  hoped  the  Government  would 
take  care  to  economise  to  the  utmost,  and 
not  indulge  in  any  useless  or  wasteftil 
expenditure. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  observed,  that  fbr  the 
last  ten  years,  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  never  lighted  upon  this 
new  mode  of  saving  the  public  money. 
Ttie  reason  was  obvious-^the  blow  would 
como  hx>me  to  himself,  fbr  the  hon.  Gen^ 
tlemaft  had  extracted  a  considerable  sum 
fhmi  iht  pockets  of  the  people  of  this 
country  before.  Unfortunately,  he  could 
stop  him.  No  doubt  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
or  nis  Friend  near  him,  looked  forward  to 
be  Chancelbr  of  the  Exchequer  one  of 
these  days  {  but  God  forbid  he  should  see 
that  day.  Whatever  the  personal  ambition 
of  the  hon.  Gientleman  opposite  was,  one 
thing  was  quite  clear,  that  during  the  very 
short  time  the  present  Government  held 
tffite,  every  attemot  had  been  made  to 
bully  tbetn.    But  they  were  too  strong  in 


the  estimation  of  the  majority  of  that 
House  and  the  Country, to  let  these  attempts 
have  the  least  eflfect  on  them.  Called 
on,  as  his  friends  were,  to  remedy  the 
misgovemment  of  ten  years,. he  had  im- 
plicit confidence  in  their  ability  and  in* 
clination  to  do  so.  He  should,  therefore, 
cordially  support  them  against  any  amend* 
ment  such  as  that  proposed  on  tfae  other 
side. 

Mr.  Howes  said,  that  tl)e  debate  took, 
as  heexoected  it  would,  a  somewhat  more 
enlargeci  range  than  the  finaticial  state« 
ment  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would 
seem  to  warrant.  He  should  not  attempt 
to  alter  the  course  of  the  discussion,  and 
should  say,  for  his  own  part,  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  expectations  which  haid 
been  raised  on  the  accession  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  office  would  be  at  all 
realised.  He  was  confirmed  in  this  con- 
viction by  a  reference  to  the  speeches  t>f 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  noble  Lords 
who  composed  the  AdministratioD.  He 
should  urge,  as  a  strong  ground  for  imput* 
ing  weakness  to  the  Government,  that  tho 
different  members  of  it  entertained  various 
and  conflicting  political  opinions.  Take 
the  question  of  the  Com -laws-^ that  ques« 
tion  which  agitated  the  kingdom  from  one 
end  to  the  other,  and  which  involved  iti 
prosperity.  Prom  a  Government  holding^ 
such  opposite  opinions  as  the  Members  of 
this  did,  bow  could  any  satisfactory  mea- 
sure be  expected  on  the  subject  of  the 
Com  -laws  f  Just  examine  their  speeches. 
The  right  hon.  Member  for  Dorchester 
said,  a  fixed  duty  was  an  iknpossibilitf. 
To  the  commercial  world,  looking  to  that 
change  as  the  means  of  curing  the  pieveet 
evils  of  the  system,  and  to  a  still  wid^r 
circle,  whose  comfbrts  and  even  existeec^ 
the  present  state  of  things  afieeted,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  announced,  that  that 
which  was  supported  b^ practical  a&d  theo^ 
retical  writers,  was  an  imposiibility.  Well) 
the  Master-general  of  the  Ordnaoee,  who 
held  a  conspicuous  station,  said  just  the 
the  reverse.  He  announced  a  small  fixed 
duty  as  the  panacea  for  our  present  evils* 
The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  woods 
and  forests — no  unimportant  Member  of 
the  Govemmeut-^-thottght  the  present 
scale  should  be  altered.  But  if  we  looked 
to  the  speech  of  the  Duke  of  Bttekiiighaie» 
he  announced  his  intention  ef  ahidliAf  by 
the  law  as  It  was,  and  that  he  would  sanc^ 
tion  no  tmcksliding,  no  change  of  oplnioft. 
He  referred,  even  sinee  he  was  tefse4  to 
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bis  present  office  in  tlie  Cabinet,  to  the  ^ 
opinions  which  he  had  heretofore  held  as 
a  clue  to  his  conduct  for  the  future.  Now, 
%n  looking  lo  **  HanUtd^s  tk^tu  "  for 
1839.  he  UHind  that  the  noble  Dtike  dte- 
ctared  the  ^present  law  Was  the  best,  and 
that  be  meant  to  adhere  to  it.  Turn 
again  to  the  speech  of  the  noUe  Member 
for  North  Lancashire.  That  noble  Lord 
ad  knitted  the  eflfect  of  the  law  was  to  raise 
the  |)rice  of  food,  but  he  defended  it  on 
high  grounds  of  national  pblicy.  The 
noble  Lord  the  Secretary  for  Ireland, 
however,  toide  the  question  a  tandlotds' 
q\i«stiot],  and  wished  to  ktiow  why  the 
nindowners  should  not  look  to  their  in- 
terests as  well  as  any  other  class.  He 
eool^  not  think,  after  thi«,  th«t  that  was 
just  praise  bestowed  upon  the  Cabinet 
by  0  noMe  LonI  (the  iJ»rds  behniging  to 
it  were  ti^mbetliess),  who  git^  as  his 
reason  (br  joiifiing  the  Administration,  that 
it  was  an  uaited  Cabinet.  It  was  the 
boast  of  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Tam^* 
worth,  that  he  was  tied  to  no  opimea  on 
this  subject,  but  was  free  as  the  wind  in 
eteeosingattiid  all  these  chshingvitwd.  He 
WvXd  adt>pt  all  or  any  of  these  opinions^ 
and  8d  settle  the  difference!  of  his  Go- 
Temuietit.  He  was  not  aware  whether  the 
tauM  vmaoiinity  prevailed  on  other  qbes- 
Ibns.  He  had  reason  to  think  that  a 
«^alig«  \^  taken  place  as  to  the  senti- 
ttenift  of  ttie  Cabinet  tegattling  that 
lvoxi<Mis  measute  of  the  noble  Lord,  which 
tMftumed  80  intich  of  the  trme  t>f  that 
House  1a«l  Session,  and  which  created 
entb  an(Mosity  and  heatt'-btiming  in  the 
alsttr  klugdoia.  Now^  as  to  the  statetnent 
^  tlie  right  hon.  Chanceliof  of  the  Ex- 
eheqnelTy  nobody  asked  him  to  propose  hi« 
Mtastttes  oti  that  night,  bnt  there  were 
pt^eedHltl  for  th^ir  meetitig  in  autt^mn 
M  ^de^Misioas  lets  important  than  that 
wliMi  the  present  state  of  tha  country 
fbnif^Ked.  They  ifiet  In  aetamvi  to  settle 
liar  Majeaty*!  cittl  list.  Wheto  Lord  Grey 
iMk  bffice^  lie  tmrtiedlat^ly  annonnced  thdt 
ht  fatentMl  tb  bthig  fbwtiTd  a  large  and 
tmafMehMsiTe  measure  xA  reform.  He  did 
Ml  Wtilt  for  fite  months  befbre  he  made 
Ilia  eauntry  tcqniiitited  with  whlit  he  was 
tibiMt  to  d6.  And  what  fbrt>eurance  was 
M#Wti  t6  Bati  Grey  ?  Within  three  hours 
after  he  had  tftken  office,  he  was  pressed 
td  tflictai^  tte  details  of  his  plan  of  reform. 
WbAt  hap||ened  Wirtn  Mr.  Fox  was  turned 
«il  of  office  tipon  the  question  of  the 
Iftdfa6fM)inN«m«Dber,  I783t   Mr.  Pitt 


came  into  office  On  the  19lh  of  December ; 
the  House  was  adjonrtted  to  only  the  9th 
of  January,  1784,  ahd  on  the  14th  of  that 
ftionth  Mr.  Pitt  placed  his  India  Bill  upon 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House.  Why  had 
not  the  right  hon.  Member  for  Tamworth 
followed  that  example?  He  could  tell 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  course 
he  was  pursuing  was  calculated  to  engen- 
der distrust  in  the  public  mind.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  stated  the  other  night,  that 
he  was  pressed  by  the  financial  difficulties 
which  surrounded  the  Goirernment.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  enter  into 
any  details  upon  that  point,  except  with 
respect  to  some  items  of  colonial  expendi- 
ture. Tlie  explanation  offered  by  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  on  that  occasion  was  by  no 
means  satisfactory  ;  but  as  he  understood, 
fVom  something  which  had  passed  that 
night,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  did  not 
intend  to  cast  any  imputation  upoti  the 
expenditure  of  the  Government  wnich  he 
had  succeeded,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
dwell  at  any  great  length  upon  the 
subject.  But  he  must  say,  ifit  was  In- 
tended to  be  maintained  that  any  great 
financial  embarrassments  had  been  created 
by  the  late  Government,  he  should  like  to 
know  where  the  proofs  of  it  existed.  He 
Was  not  aware  that  the  f\inds  had  mani« 
fested  any  peculiar  sensibility,  or  that 
enterprise  has  been  checked ;  and,  tudeed, 
the  ease  with  which  theright  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  boasted  that  lie 
had  been  able  to  raise  money,  proved  con. 
olosively  that  there  had  been  no  Anancial 
embarrassments  stifficient  to  cTeata  dis. 
trust  in  the  public  mind.  That  there  was 
sbme  little  embarrassment  he  was  not 
disposed  to  deny,  but  that  very  circum. 
stance  had  engendered  a  hope  that  a  plan 
of  fiscal  reform  was  about  to  be  adopted^ 
a  hope  which  had  been  blighted  by  the 
right  hon.  GtnlleaMii'f  accession  to  offiee. 
The  rig^t  hon.  the  Chaneellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  had  that  night  prudently  ab- 
stained iVom  ref^ing  to  firmer  denatea. 
On  a  formar  occasion,  the  right  bon» 
Gentleman  said  that  he  could  easily 
answer  some  obMrvations  which  he  madoi 
but  ha  had  never  yet  coodeaeeaded  to  4^ 
to.  He  Btill  retained  theopinioMlo  whieh 
he,  upon  that  occashMi,  gav^  ^xpieftsion, 
^d  be  was  ready  to  meet  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  'upon  the  point  at 
any  time.  He  must  be  permitted  to 
say  that  the  budget  brotight  forward  by 
hil  right  hou.  PrientI,  the  Ikte  Chaneenor 
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of  the  Exchequer  bad  been  much  mis* 
represented.  When  bis  right  hon.  Friend 
introduced  his  budget,  he  distinctly  stated 
that  it  was  one  of  two  alternatives.  He 
said  the  House  must  either  adopt  the 
commercial  reforms  which  he  proposed 
by  means  of  which  he  hoped  to  be  able  to 
raise  the  necessary  amount  of  revenue,  or 
else  have  recourse  to  a  mode  of  taxation 
which  he  clearly  pointed  out.  He  never 
stated,  however,  that  he  expected  to  rea- 
lise at  once  all  the  advantages  which 
would  eventually  result  from  the  commer- 
cial reforms;  but  he  distinctly  stated  that 
if  his  plan  was  not  adopted,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  additional 
taxation.  That  was  exactly  what  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  done 
on  succeeding  to  the  office  of  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  He  had  been  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  the  vulgarest  of  all 
contrivances  which  a  finance  Minister 
could  resort  to — that  of  raising  money 
by  loan.  For  whatever  trouble  might 
be  taken  to  disguise  the  transaction 
— let    them    call  it  by  what  name  they 

1>lea8ed— it  was,  after  all,  neither  more  nor 
ess  than  a  loan.  It  was  not  unnatural 
for  those  who  took  the  same  view  of  pub- 
lic affairs  as  he  (Mr.  Hawes)  did,  to  press 
upon  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  necessity 
of  immediately  bringing  forward  some 
measures  which  would  indicate  a  sympathy 
with  the  distresses  of  the  people.  To  show 
bow  pressing  was  the  necessity  to  which  he 
referred,  he  begged  to  read  the  following 

Bissages  from  the  evidence  given  by  Mr. 
eacon  Hume  before  the  import  duties 
committee : — 

^  ''  Does  not  every  limitation  in  the  importa- 
tion of  food,  and  every  rise  in  the  pnce  of 
food,  tend  to  undermine  the  manufactures  of 
the  country  upon  which  we  depend  ?  t  con- 
ceive that  it  must  be  so,  because  we  place 
ourselves  at  the  risk  of  being  surpassed  by  the 
manufactures  in  other  countries ;  and  as  soon 
as  it  happens,  if  ever  the  day  should  arrive, 
that  we  should  be  put  to  a  severe  trial  as  to  our 
manufacturing  power,  I  can  hardly  doubt  that 
the  prosperity  of  this  country  will  recede  much 
faster  than  it  has  gone  forward. 

**  Then  are  we  not,  by  this  system,  under- 
mining the  very  means  by  which  public  taxa- 
tion and  public  revenue  are  supported?— I 
think  that  we  not  only  check  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  immediately,  but  that  we  are  also 
undermining  our  resources.  I  cannot  help 
often  looking  at  the  consequences  with  con- 
siderable alarm.  I^  think  the  country  cannot 
stand  such  a  system' as  this  for  a  long  period." 


dence  given  by  Mr.  Gardiner  before  the 
band-loom  weavers  committee  in  1835. 
He  said — 

"  We  find  by  experience,  that  if  we  lose  a 
market  one  year,  we  lose  it  altogether.  It  is 
not  wise  to  trifle  with  trade  by  trying  experi- 
ments for  only  one  year ;  we  might  shut  our- 
selves out.  Once  in  possession  of  a  market, 
they  would  keep  it." 

An  aged  weaver,  named  CanticuU,  who 
gave  evidence  before  the  hand  loom  weavers 
commission,  said — 

"  Distress  renders  a  man  hopeless ;  he  be- 
comes desperate,  and  preys  upon  society,  and 
careless  even  of  what  little  honest  advantages 
are  in  his  way,  and  tlien  comes  the  last  wretch- 
edness. Such  a  man  is  not  likely  to  be  a  good 
husband,  a  good  father,  or  a  good  neighbour, 
or  even  a  eood  subject.  Can  we  wonder  if, 
while  brooding  in  forced  inactivity  over  his 
misfortunes,  he  'listens  to  the  agitators,  who 
tell  him  they  are  all  owing  to  bad  legislation  f 
When  we  consider  how  much  evil  he  really 
suffers  from  the  Corn-laws,  can  we  wonder 
that  he  exaggerates  their  influence,  or  that, 
finding  all  alteration  in  them  steadily  refused, 
he  cherishes  wild  visions  of  organic  changes  ?" 

The  circumstances  indicated  in  these 
passages  now  actually  existed,  and  they 
ought  to  satisfy  the  House  that  this  was  a 
state  of  things  which  required  the  applica- 
tion of  an  immediate  remedy.  It  was  upon 
these  grounds  be  called  upon  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  to  state  what  measures  he 
intended  to  propose.  He  did  not  ask  for 
details;  he  merely  wished  to  know  the 
character  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  mea* 
sures.  The  House  had  a  right  to  know 
whether  the  Corn-law  was  to  be  continued, 
and  whether  there  was  to  be  any  commer- 
cial reform  at  all.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said,  that  the  consumption  of 
sugar  had  increased,  but  he  was  inclined 
to  believe,  that  when  the  whole  year  should 
be  brought  under  review,  it  would  be 
found,  that  comparing  it  with  last  year, 
and  taking  into  consideration  the  increase 
of  population,  it  woald  be  found  that  do 
increase  of  consumption  had  taken  place. 
The  House  was  now  called  upon  to  vote 
five  millions  of  money  without  any  expla* 
nation  as  to  the  source  whence  provision 
was  to  be  made  for  repayment.  It  was 
the  most  offensive  step  towards  the  people 
ever  taken  by  any  Government.  The  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  must  be  held  re- 
sponsible  for  whatever  results  might  ensue. 
By  the  course  they  were  pursuing,  by  the 
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doing  more  to  encourage  the  Chartists^ 
and  bring  about  organic  changes,  than 
could  be  effected  by  any  other  means.  He 
could  assure  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that 
the  opinion  of  the  majority  in  that  House 
was  not  in  conformity  with  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  out  of  doors.  There  was 
scarcely  a  man  of  any  party  out  of  doors 
who  did  not  express  disapprobolion  of  the 
course  which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was 
pursuing.  It  really  appeared  as  if  the 
Tories  had  had  no  other  object  in  view  but 
to  obtain  possession  of  office.  He  certainly 
understood  from  what  had  fallen  from  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  that  his  mind  was  fa« 
miliar  with  the  question  of  the  Corn-laws, 
and  the  other  important  questions  at  issue. 
Why,  then,  was  the  country  to  wait  for 
SIX  months  before  his  decision  was  an- 
nounced? The  right  hon*  Baronet  had 
recently  made  a  declaration,  from  which  it 
might  DC  infened,  that  he  was  prepared  to 
take  a  large  and  comprehensive  view  of 
the  Corn-law  question,  and  to  propose  a 
change  of  the  existing  system.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  said — 

<<  Was  there  any  alternative,  if  the  Corn- 
laws  were  to  be  considered  at  all — was  there 
any  other  alternative  than  that  of  fully  stating 
the  measure  of  the  Government  ?  And  was  it 
not  infinitely  better  that  nothing  should  be  said 
till  the  plan  was  maturely  prepared,  ready  for 
the  consideration  of  Parliament  ?  What  ad- 
vantage would  there  be  in  merely  hinting  at 
details,  and  then  postponing  consideration  of 
them  ?  It  is  impossible  to  deny  that  we  are 
familiar  with  the  subjects  of  finance,  Corn- 
lawS|  and  the  Poor-laws.'' 

He  wished  to  know  whether  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  really  intended  to  propose 
an  extensive  change  of  the  Corn-laws.  If 
be  did,  he  would  have  some  ground  for 
calling  upon  the  House  to  give  him  time 
to  perfect  his  plan.  He  ought  to  declare 
what  hir  intention  was,  one  way  or  the 
other;  the  information,  in  either  case, 
would  be  useful  to  the  public.  In  con- 
clusion, he  protested  against  the  course 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  pursu- 
ing. He  would,  on  the  present  occasion, 
content  himself  with  saying  *'  No**  to  the 
motion  before  the  committee,  because 
every  one  knew  what  the  result  of  a  divi* 
aion  would  be. 

Mr.  Ewarlesid,  that  whatever  might  be 
inferred  from  the  elections  to  be  the  voice 
of  the  constituency,  the  voice  of  the  coun- 
try, or  of  that  part  of  the  country  which 
complained,  ahould  be  hejird;  and  it  was 


his  duty,  as  it  had  been  that  of  his  hon. 
Friend  the  Member  for  Lambeth^  to  claim 
this  right  on  behalf  of  trade  and  manufao- 
tures.  ly  Hear,*' frwn  Sir  K  Peel]  The 
two  points  of  the  question  really  were 
these ;  first,  whether  a  remedy  for  the  al- 
leged dbtress  ought  to  be  adopted  soon  ; 
and,  next,  what  diould  be  the  nature  of 
that  remedy.  That  the  remedy  ought  not 
to  be  long  delayed,  might,  he  thoughtj 
be  inferred  from  the  admission  made  by 
both  sides,  that  great  distress  existed  in  the 
country.  At  this  moment,  that  argument 
acquired  additional  force.  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  statement  showing,  up  to  the  24th 
instant,  the  number  of  mills  which  were 
closed,  or  only  partially  worked,  in  sevei^ 
of  the  principal  of  our  great  manufacturing 
districts,  at  that  time.  From  this  document, 
it  appeared  that  there  were  seventeen 
mills  entirely  closed  in  Manchester,  seven- 
teen in  Stockport,  seven  in  Bolton,  four  in 
Bury,  six  in  Oldham,  eight  in  Staley- 
bridge  and  its  neighbourhood,  three  in 
Rochdale,  and  eleven  others  in  different 
parts  of  that  manufacturing  district.  [Sir 
Robert  PeeU  How  many  altogether?! 
Mr.  Ewart  said  about  seventy,  and  offered 
to  give  the  document  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet. Of  mills  partially  worked,  there 
were  ten  at  Manchester,  four  at  Bury, 
twenty-four  at  Stockport,  six  at  Bolton, 
and  five  at  Wigan.  The  distress  would 
soon  be  augmented.  At  present  the  manu- 
facturers were  engaged  in  finishing  their 
orders  for  certain  parts  of  the  Continent, 
principally  Russia;  but  by  the  10th  or 
15th  of  next  month,  according  to  the  usual 
course  of  commerce,  the  demand  from 
these  quarters  would  cease,  and  the  pe- 
riodical flow  of  trade  might,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  be  expected  to  come  in  from 
the  markets  of  India  and  China.  In  X\^ 
present  disturbed  state  of  our  relations  with 
China,  however,  it  was  hopeless  to  expect 
any  considerable  vent  for  manufactures 
there,  and,  therefore,  it  might  be  an* 
tidpated  that  the  already  great  distress 
prevailing  in  the  manufacturing  districts 
would  not  be  diminished,  and  might  be 
considerably  augmented.  An  early  remedy, 
he  thought,  therefore,  was  required.  And 
now,  in  the  next  place,  what  should  be  the 
nature  of  that  remedy  ?  He  was  not  one 
of  those  who  attributed  the  existing  dis- 
tress to  any  single  cause.  It  was  in  his 
opinion,  charlatanerie  to  do  so.  Facility 
of  discount,  and  the  state  of  our  trade  with 
America,  had  some  share  in  producing  it, 
but  the  great  evil  which,  to  adopt  a  phrase 
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of  the  g?ologiat8j  underlay  th^m  alL  was 
%\us  wapt  of  returns  (or  our  manufactures^ 
in  other  wordst  the  want  of  free  trade.  As 
regarded  the  spgar  question^  could  there 
^  a  more  favourahle  time  for  settling 
it  than  nowp  when  the  termiuation  of  our 
treaty  with  Brazil  must  come  unider  con- 
sideration ?  He  admitted  that  the  price 
of  sugar  had  considcrahly  fallen.  But  h^ 
maintained,  in  the  first  place^  that  it  ought 
to  still  further  i  say  to  6d,  per  lb.  Andj 
granting,  that  it  should  do  so^  the  ques* 
tion  ought  to  he  settled  as  a  mere  matter  of 
trade ;  independent  of  the  price  of  sugar ;  ' 
an4  for  the  sake  of  promoting  a  steady  in-  ' 
interchange  of  commodities  between  this 
country  and  Brazil.  The  article  of  coffee, ! 
fdso,  ought  to  be  relieved  from  the  enormous  , 
duty  which  was  placed  upon  it.  The  habits 
of  the  people  of  this  country  had,  owing  to  | 
the  establishment  of  temperance  societies 
and  the  spread  of  education,  undergone  9 
great  change,  and  in  consequence,  the  con- 
sumption of  coffee  bs^  a  great  tendency 
to  in(a«ase.  It  would  b^  the  policy  of  the 
Gpvernment  to  develope  this  tendency  by 
reducing  the  duty  on  coffee,  the  more  par- 
ticularly as  more  sugar  was  used  with 
coffee  than  with  tea.  f"  No^*'  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  7\  Mr.  Ewart 
replied,  that  he  had  great  authority  in  the 
co£^  treble  in  favor  of  his  position.     H^ 

!|Mr.  Ewart)  base4  his  principal  argument 
n  favour  of  a  repeal  of  the  Corn-law  also 
on  the  general  ppHcy  of  encouraging  re- 
turns fo]?  your  manufactures.  But  he 
could  not  possibly  oipit  this  oppo^unity  of 
expressing  his  gratitude  to  the  noble  Lord> 
the  Member  for  North  Lancashire,  for  the 
essential  service  he  had  rendered  the  Auti- 
Corn-law  league  in  the  memorable  debate 
which  had  taken  place  between  him  and  Mr. 
Brooks  on  the  busting  at  Lancaster  the  other 
itoy.  On  that  remarkable  occasion,  the  noble 
Lord*had  made  three  admissions,  which 
would  never  be  forgotten  ; — First,  that 
bread  was  dearer  here  than  in  other  coun- 
tries ;  secondly,  that  the  effect  of  its  dear- 
ness  was  to  raise  rents;  lastly,  that  the 
high  price  of  com  did  not  raise  wages^  but 
that  employment  did.  This  was  the  very 
bujrthen  of  the  song  of  the  Anti-Corn-law 
league ;  he  (Mr.  Ewart)  rejoiced  to  hear  it 
echoed  by  the  noble  J^rd  from  the  hustings 
at  Lancaster.  After  that  it  might  lie  ex- 
pected that  the  noble  I^rd  would  go  fur- 
ther, apd  become  an  unconditional  convert  to 
the  do(;trines  of  free  trade.  He  (Mr.  Ewart) 
further  maintained  that  all  the  Committees 
of  the  House  of  Commons  bearing   upon 


trade,  had  shown  that  th^  r^l  remedy  far 
our  sufferings  was  the  one  he  had  described. 
In  1833,  the  Committee  on  trade  and  manu- 
factures (though  th^  country  was  the^  In  a 
state  of  the  highest  prosperity)  stated,  that 
the  only  way  to  secure  permanent  pros- 
perity was  the  extension  of  the  exchanges 
and  the  emancipation  of  trade.  The  timbe 
duties  committee,  the  import  duties  com- 
mittee had  come  to  the  same  oondusioiu 
He  must  say  with  the  greatest  courtesy 
to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite,  that  he 
seemed  to  want  that  force  of  character 
which  boldly  announced  its  principles  of 
action  ;  the  right  hon.  Baronet  always 
seemed  to  wait  his  time  and  not  to 
announce  his  principles  beforehand;  he 
waited  for  circumstances  instead  of  guiding 
them  ;  nor  could  it  be  said  of  him, 

'<  Mihi  resj  non  me  rebus,  sybjungere  copor.*' 

It  seldom  happened  that  great  force  of 
character  was  combined  with  great  taleptu; 
or  that  the  intellect  of  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet was  combined  with  the  strength  of 
will  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  But  such 
vacillation  might  be  fatal.  The  discordant 
elements  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  Go- 
yemment  l\ad  a  tendency  to  fall  a.sunder, 
it  would  ^uir^  more  than  ordinary  power 
to  induce  its  dis)o^nted  atoms  tq  \mi^  apd 
coalesce.  It  might  have  been  the  fate  ot 
other  Governments  to  totter  at  their  fall ; 
of  this  disunited  Cabinet  it  may  be  said 
keseefter,  that  it  tottered  at  its  ftinnation. 

Mr.  J?p5fr(  fpott  had  bee?*  ^ntfusie^ 
with  two  jpetiticnqs  from  W^|s^ll,  l^le 
borough  which  he  tepfe^^ted  sUlinjf,  i^ 
the  strongest  ^erms,  the  distress  which 
prevailed  Tn  that  town,  and  praying  that 
Parliament  would  not  seperate  without  de- 
vising; some  remedial  measures.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  protested  agfiinst 
the  question  of  the  Corn-laws  being  ex- 
cluded from  the  budget  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer.  It  was  a  question  of 
vital  importance  as  affecting  the  interests 
of  the  country.  Whether  or  not  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  succeeded  in 
raising  a  revenue  sufficient  for  the  ex- 
penditure, still  would  the  Corn-laws  re- 
main to  be  considered  for  the  interest  of 
trade  and  commerce.  The  state  of  the 
country  as  admitted  on  all  hands,  was  de- 
plorable, trade  was  every  day  becoming 
worse  and  worse,  hundreds  were  thrown 
out  of  employment,  and  if  this  state  of 
things  should  continue  through  the  winter 
itwould  be  impotfsible  to  foresee  the^resu It 
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(ur  ci^ciilate  (m  Ibe  comsequeocei  to  ihe 
couDUy •  H^  hoped  h%  was  not  trespassiog 
tpo  long  upon  the  House,  but  he  could 
Wi  but  request  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to 
give  his  moat  speedy  and  earnest  consideri' 
alion  to  the  distresses  of  the  country. 

Sir  R,  Peel^Sir,  I  hope  the  hon. 
Genileman  the  Member  for  Lambeth,  and 
the  hon.  Member  who  followed  him,  as 
well  as  the  hon.  Gentlemen  who  spoke  last 
will  not  think  that  It  is  from  any  disre- 
spect to  them  that  I  repeat  my  expressed 
determination  to  adhere  to  the  course  I 
have  already  laid  down  on  the  subject 
under  debate,  that  is  to  say  in  my  deter- 
mination of  not  making  any  statement  of 
my  intentions  on  the  subject  of  permanent 
legislation  during  the  present  Session  of 
Parliament.  For,  Sir,  I  think  it  is  more 
consistent  with  the  duty  which  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  owes  to  Parliament 
and  to  the  country,  to  consider  calmly  the 
state  of  affairs  in  all  their  bearings,  and  tQ 
make  use  of  all  the  information  which  their 
position  enables  them  to  command,  before 
they  submit  their  measures  to  the  opinion 
Qf  Parliament,  than  that  I  should  bring 
them  forward^  in  a  crude  baaty  form  now, 
or  to  use  the  expressioto  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleiq^^n,  the  late  CbanceUor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  if  (  did  not  give  the 
WUntry  a  full  view  of  my  plans,  I  should 
al  least  give  it  a  glimpae  pf  them.  On 
that  poitkU  S^f*  I  nVMSt  again  repeat  my 
intention  to  adhere  to  my  determination, 
as  I  expressed  it  the  other  night;  and  I 
l^ttst  add  that  \  think  the  countrv  would 
be  leas  benefited  than  injured  by  such 
partial  glimpses,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man wishes  for.  This  qpurse  I  consider 
more  calculated  to  mislead  the  country  than 
to  set  it  right;  and  I  should  disappoint  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  view  of  my  character, 
in  the  panegyric  he  was  pleased  to  bestow 
on  me  if  I  departed  from  the  course  that  I 
have  laid  down  for  myself  on  this  occasion. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  been  pleas- 
ed to  &ay  that  forpe  of  character  and  re- 
serve, such  as  he  has  described  me  to 
posfess,  are  seldom  found  combined  in  an 
mdividual.  I  am  much  mistaken  in  my 
estimate  of  m^>elf  if  I  deserve  the  right 
hon.  Qenllenian*s  panegyric,  but  he  has 
one  censoltttion  at  least,  if  it  be  true,  and 
that  is  that  if  they  be  found  not  combined 
in  an  iiidividuaU  they  will  be  found  com- 
bined in  mv  Government.  Sir,  in  the 
course  of  this  debase  the  late  Chancellor 
qC  the  Exchequer  seamed  to  9tat^  that  I 


was  chargeable  with  a  want  of  consistency 
in  my  conduct  now  and  when  I  wa9  ii\ 
oppoaition  to  the  Government.  To  that 
I  will  only  reply  that  it  would  imply  very 
great  inconsistency  indeed  on  my  part  if 
I  brought  forward  now  a  charge  of  wanton 
and  profligate  expenditure  against  h^r 
Majesty's  late  Government,  while  I  offered 
no  opposition  to  their  measures  on  tho^e 
points  when  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  But  I  think  that  the  character  of 
a  Government  depends  in  a  great  measure 
on  the  nature  and  amount  of  its  expendu 
ture-— on  the  foreign  policy  which  they 
follow — and  on  the  general  measures  they 
adopt,  and  I  think  it  was  quite  im.poasible 
for  the  Opposition  to  exercise  any  com-i 
plete  control  over  the  expenditure  ol  the 
country  after  such  measures  were  adopted 
by  the  Government,  (  shall  exemplify 
this  by  putt,ing  a  casei  in  point,  I  shall 
take  the  case  of  Chinat  for  instance,  ^s. 
one  of  the  most  pregnant  and  apposite  to 
my  purpose.  The  late  Government  had 
adoptea  a  certain  course  of  policy  with 
respect  to  that  country — and  the  expendi-: 
ture  that  may  be  necessary  for  th^  oa cry- 
ing out  of  that  policy  cannot  be  now  fore- 
seen. The  present  Government,  fortped 
after  the  adoption  of  that  system  of  policy, 
and  bound  by  the  circumstances  of  th^ 
case  tp  carry  it  out,  cannot,  therefore,  be 
charged  with  the  expenditure  that  ipay 
be  required.  But  it  is  quite  consistani  i.n 
an  Opposition  to  question  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  as  vrell  as  the  question  of 
expenditure  in  its  details.  On  that,  or 
any  other  measure,  Sir,  I  always  God  as- 
sistance in  the  quarter  where  i  have  least 
reason  to  expect  it ;  and  I  have  found  it 
now  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Coventry  has  contrasted 
the  estimates  laid  before  this  House  jn 
1830,  when  my  noble  Friend  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  was  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
with  the  estimates  of  this  year  es  prepared 
by  the  late  Government;  and  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  showed,  T  think  very 
clearly,  th^t  the  estimates  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington's  Government,  making  every 
deduction  for  the  unsettled  state  of  Ca- 
nada, and  the  expedition  to  China,  exhi- 
bit a  difference  of  2,300,000/.  in  favour  of 
the  country,  as  compared  with  those  of 
her  Majesty's  late  Government  fur  the 
present  year,  Now,  Sir,  it  is  very  possi- 
ble that  the  estimates  lately  presented  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  might  be  justi- 
fied, on  due  s»plftpliQfty;JMaLljC5^rJtinly 
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think  that,  on  his  own  showing^,  the  hon. 
Gentleman  has  no  grounds  for  withhold- 
ing  his  confidence  on  this  point  from  her 
Majesty's  present  Government,  or  express- 
ing a  doubt  as  to  their  economical  inten- 
tions. [Mr,  Williams — I  expressed  no 
opinion  on  the  subject.]  I  do  not  care  so 
much,  Sir,  for  the  hon.  Gentleman's  ex- 
pression of  opinion  as  I  do  for  the  decided 
proof  he  gave  in  this  instance  of  his  con- 
viction what  that  opinion  ought  to  be. 
Sir,  I  did  not  expect  so  much  candour  on 
the  part  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  as  to  find 
him  state  his  confidence  in  the  Gov  rn 
ment,  and  I  am  not,  therefore,  disap- 
pointed; but  I  thank  him,  nevertheless, 
for  offering  such  very  strong  and  decided 
proofs  as  he  offered  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  that  such  confidence  should  be 
placed  in  her  Majesty's  Government.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  then  went  on  to  say  that 
a  redaction  of  five  millions  could  be  made 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  country.  If  so, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  cannot  deny  that 
men  entrusted  with  the  functions  of  the 
Government  should  have  a  sufficient  op- 
portunity of  considering  how  close,  or 
whether  at  all,  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
statement  approximates  to  the  truth.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  says  that  five  millions 
might  be  saved  to  the  country ;  he  can- 
not, therefore,  object  to  our  having  time 
and  opportunity  to  ascertain  whether  he 
is  right  in  whole  or  in  part — whether  he 
is  right  even  within  fifty  per  cent,  of  that 
sum,  for  that  amount  would  make  up  the 
deficiency  at  present  existing.  Sir,  I 
agree,  however,  with  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  that  it  is  quite  delusive  to 
hold  out  to  the  country  the  hope  of  any 
such  reduction.  And  all  f  can  promise  is 
that  what  they  deem  right  in  respect  of  it 
her  Majesty's  Ministers  will  attempt  to  do 
— that  they  will  give  the  most  careful  con- 
sideration to  all  the  estimates  of  late  years 
—and  that  whatever  reductions  can  be 
made  compatable  with  the  efficiency  of 
the  public  service  and  consistent  with  the 
honour  and  interests  of  the  country  they 
will  make.  But  it  is  altogether  delusive 
to  make  promises  off-hand  of  any  positive 
reduction,  and  it  is  not  to  be  thought  of 
that  such  reduction  should  be  attempted 
without  the  fullest  previous  consideration. 
To  hold  out  the  expectation  to  the  public 
that  any  reduction  to  the  amount  of  the 
present  deficiency  is  practicable,  would  be 
to  excite  hopes  that  can  never  be  rea- 
lised,    The  bon»  Gentleman  resU  very 


much  upon  the  reduction  he  suggests  in 
the  expense  of  collecting  the  revenue  of 
the  country ;  and  he  institutes  a  compari- 
son  between  the  present  cost  of  collectioQ 
and  that  for  a  former  period— a  compari- 
son apparently  very  much  to  the  disad* 
vantage  of  the  latter.  But,  Sir,  when  ibis 
subject  is  looked  at  a  little  more  closely 
there  will  be  found  no  such  discrepancy 
as  the  hon.  Gentleman  asserts,  and  it  wiU 
be  seen  that  their  is  little  or  no  analogy 
between  the  cases  quoted.  Formerly  the 
officers  employed  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  were  paid  principally  by  fees. 
That  mode,  however,  pressing  onerously 
on  trade,  the  present  system  of  salaries 
was  substituted,  and  fees  were  in  all  cases 
abolished.  The  officers  are  now  paid  by  sa« 
aries  alone ;  and  though  the  expense  to 
the  country  at  large  has  been  somewhat  ta- 
creased  in  consequence  of  the  alteration, 
I  will  venture  to  say  that  trade  and  com- 
merce have  been  more  than  commensu- 
rately  benefited.  With  respect  to  the 
course  I  mean  to  pursue,  I  cannot  expecl 
that  it  will  meet  with  the  approbation  of 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite ;  but  I  cannot 
believe  that  it  meets  with  such  universal 
condemnation  as  they  have  stated.  Nor 
can  I  think  so  ill  of  the  Reformed  House 
of  CommonSf  as  that  it  does  not  represeal 
public  opinion ,  and  if  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
were  correct,  (hey  would  be  more  ready 
to  take  a  division  upon  the  subject.  I 
cannot  help  coming,  therefore,  to  the  con« 
elusion,  that  if  the  country  at  large  were 
opposed  to  my  view  of  affiiirs,  there  would 
be  many  more  indications  of  that  opposi- 
tion than  there  have  been.  I  only  ask 
one  favour  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
Member  for  Walsall.  I  entreat  him  now 
to  recollect  at  some  future  period,  his  de- 
scription of  the  state  of  the  country  when 
we  came  into  office.     He  says, 

"  That  from  week  to  week  and  from  day  to 
day  there  has  been  a  gradual  and  decided  de- 
pression in  trade — that  the  workpeople  cannot 
exist  because  the  masters  cannot  afford  to 
employ  them— that  debts  cannot  be  recovered 
or  payments  made  for  want  of  means  to  meet 
them — and  he  draws  a  piteous  picture  of  the 
stagnation  of  all  kinds  of  trade,  and  the  uni- 
versal and  complete  prostration  of  business.*' 

I  beg  the  House  to  recollect  this  de- 
scription against  some  future  period.  Sir, 
in  those  districts  of  the  countiy  connected 
with  that  most  important  branch  of  our 
national  industry,  the  cotton  manufacture, 
I  have  often  b^d  to  admit  the  ewtenceof 
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deeply  lamented  the  fact,  while  I  expressed 
a  firm  conviction  that  it  was  but  tem- 
porary. But«  Sir,  I  must  take  leave  to 
caution  bon.  Gentlemen  against  the  too 
frequent  custom  of  giving  exaggerated  de- 
scriptions of  that  distress,  because,  while 
it  is  a  departure  from  the  fact,  it  is  a  cir- 
cumstance also  calculated  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people  and  excite  them 
against  all  Government.  And  Sir,  I  think 
it  is  important,  in  all  cases  of  statements 
made  to  die  House  that  the  truth  should 
be  told  as  that  the  case  should  be  suted. 
In  respect,  therefore,  to  such  statements 
this,  Sir,  is  the  course  I  mean  to  pursue. 
When  I  bear  of  any  case  of  indfividual 
distress—when  the  facts  are  given,  and 
not  a  general  statement— I  am  resolved  to 
institute  thereupon  an  immediate  inquiry 
into  all  the  circumstances.  And  I  shall 
avail  myself  for  that  purpose  of  the  power 
placed  officially  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government,  to  probe  the  case  to  the 
bottom.  If  vague,  general  descriptions  of 
distress  be  only  offered  it  will,  of  course, 
be  imposible  to  make  any  inquiry  of  the 
kind ;  but  wherever  there  is  a  case  stated 
with  accompanying  facts,  into  that  shall 
inquiry  be  at  once  instituted.  And  I  am 
sore  you  cannot  better  show  your  good 
will  for  the  Poor-law  commission,  or  their 
•ubordlnate  agents,  than  to  make  them  the 
instraments  of  such  inquiry.  But  the  ne- 
cessity of  caution  in  making  these  state- 
ments of  distress  is  strongly  enforced  by 
every  circumstance  that  comes  to  my 
knowledge.  One  for  instance,  I  shall  re- 
late to  the  House  in  exemplification  of  that 
necessity.  In  the  course  of  a  debate  the 
other  night  (Friday,  17th  instant),  the 
hon.  Member  for  Ashton  not  onl^  made  a 
broad  statement  of  the  general  distress  of 
the  manufacturing  community,  in  the  dis- 
trict in  which  he  resides,  but  he  also  made 
a  particular  mention  of  the  distress  of  an 
individual.  These  are  his  words.  He 
stated  that  — 

''  He  (Mr.  Hindley)  had  lately  met  with  an 
individual,  a  working  man,  who  had  been  ob» 
liged  to  go  from  master  to  master  in  conse- 
quence of  tlie  introduction  of  improvements  in 
machinery.  He  had  been  last  with  a  master 
who  failed,  and  he  was  at  present  in  conse- 

2 uence,  thrown  outofallempfovment.  He  (Mr. 
[indley)  said,  he  was  afraid  that  nnder  these 
circumstances  he  must  go  upon  the  parish. 
The  man  answered  to  the  parish  he  haa  gone. 
He  went  to  the  parish  of  Roy  ton,  near  Oldham 
where  he  received  from  the  overseer  Is.  Od.  a- 
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week,  to  support  a  family  of  five  persons^ 
Was  this  right  ?  Tell  him  not  of  party  politics, 
he  cared  not  what  party  was  in  power  provided 
they  consulted  the  food  of  the  people.  But 
what  were  the  people  to  expect?  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  told  them  that  he  should  bring 
in  a  bill,  yet  that  he  would  prevent  these  poor 
men  from  appealinef  fiom  tne  merciless  parsi- 
mony (he  must  calf  it  so)  of  the  overseer  to 
the  magistrates,  or  in  any  other  quarter ;  that 
he  must  put  up  with  this  pittance,  or  go  to  a 
bastile.  Before  he  sat  down  he  must  tell  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  that  the  great  body  of 
the  people  whom  he  represented  were  full  of 
apprehension  for  the  future  and  of  suffering 
at  present,  and  he  implored  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  to  take  these  matters  into  his  deepest 
consideration," 

Now,  Sir,  in  the  course  of  this  day  I 
received  the  following  letter  in  reply  to 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  Member,  and  as 
I  have  read  the  one,  I  will,  if  you  please, 
read  the  other — 

"Oldham,  Sept.  21, 1841.** 
*'  Right  hon.  Sir — At  the  petty  Sessions,  in 
Oldham,  yesterday,  I  called  the  attention  of 
the  overseer  of  Royton  to  the  enclosed  state- 
ment in  the  Times  newspaper,  which  after 
reading  in  the  presence  of  myself  and  two 
other  magistrates,  he  pronounced  to  be  abso- 
lutely untrue.  He  also  added  that  the  Standard 
had  been  handed  to  him  a  day  or  two  before, 
which  contained  a  similar  account,  and  that 
he  had  written  to  Mr.  Hindley  on  the  subject 
on  Wednesday.  I  may  say  that  I  am  in  con- 
stant communication  with  overseers,  having 
the  charge  of  something  like  a  population  of 
30,000  in  the  two  counties  of  Lancaster  and 
York,  and  can  state  that  no  similar  circum* 
stance  has  come  under  my  knowledge." 

Now,  Sir,  here  is  a  case  of  distress  par« 
ticularly  stated — a  case  of  a  man  with  five 
in  family,  supporting  himself  and  them  on 
only  is'dd.  a  week,  not  only  wholly  de- 
nied, but,  in  addition,  it  is  asserted  that 
no  such  occurrence  has  taken  place,  not 
alone  in  the  neighbourhood^  but  in  the 
district  in  question.  The  House  will, 
therefore,  come  to  the  conclusion,  I  am 
sure,  that  when  sueb  statements  are  not 
borne  out  by  irrefragable  facts  it  would  be 
far  better  to  forbear  from  making  them, 
and  much  wiser  to  avoid  exciting  by  such 
means  the  feelings  of  an  irritated  people, 
unless,  indeed,  hon.  Members  be  fully 
satisfied  of  their  entire  troth.  I  can  sym- 
pathise with  the  patience  of  our  people 
under  no  ordinary  distress,  and  I  can  ad- 
mire their  fortitude  and  forbearance  under 
severe  suffering;  they  confer  honour  on 
them  and  upon  our  national  character, 
but  this  should  only  make  us  the  more 
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cautious  that  we  do  not  aggravate  that 
suffering  by  superadding  to  it  dissatisfac- 
tioHy  which  must  be  the  inevitable  result 
of  making  statements  of  this  description 
not  founded  on  fact. 

Viscount  Pahnerstan  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  making  anjr  particular  objection 
to  the  measures  that  nad  been  proposed 
that  evening  to  the  House  by  the  Chancel, 
lor  of  the  Exchequer;    as  the   Govern- 
ment  have   determined    not  to   increase 
the    revenue    by    removing    the    fetters 
which  now    cramp  the    industry  of  the 
country,  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  the 
course  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quer  intended  to  pursue  was  much  better 
tnan  adding  to  the  amount  of  taxation. 
The  electors  of  the  United  Kingdom  had 
returned  to  that  House  a  majority,  who 
plrtcing  their  confidence  in  the  Oentlemen 
opposite  had  resolved  to  transfer  the  Go* 
▼ernment  to  their    hands.    But    if  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  that  House  was 
really  the  opinion  of  the  country,  and  if 
the  country  had  therefore  now  obtained  a 
Ministry  to  its  mind,  he  hoped  that  the 
people  would  at  least  recollect  that  they 
were  now  about  to  pay  two  millions  and  a 
half  for  that  gratification.  The  price  which 
was  to  be  paid  for  the  gratification  of  hav- 
ing the  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  in  power 
and  for  having  no  relaxation  of  our  com- 
mercial system,  was  an  addition  of  two 
millions  and  a-hatf  to  the  permanent  debt 
of  the  country.     He  wished  that  the  people 
might  not  find  the  hon.  Gentlemen  some* 
what  too  dear  at  the  money.    However, 
he  was  perfectly  prepared,  along  with  his 
right  hon.  Frienos,  to  concur  in  the  course 
now  proposed  to  be  taken  by  her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  as  being,  under  the  circum- 
Btances  the  least  of  the  evils  from  which  they 
had  chosen  to  make  a  selection.     But  hav- 
ing stated  that,  he  must  repeat  that  he 
could  not  but  express  his  entire  disappro- 
bation of  the  general  course   which   her 
Majesty's  Ministers  seemed  determined  to 
take.     It  was  perfectly  true  that  it  would 
be  unreasonable  to  expect  that  they  should 
come  down  at  that  time  and  state  m  detail 
the  system   of  increased  taxation  which 
they  might  intend  to  propose  for  the  ensu- 
ing year  in  order  to  make  the  expenditure 
and  revenue  equal.  He  did  not  indeed  sup- 
pose that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
though  it  had  slipped  from  his  lips  in  the 
course  of  what  he  stdd,  could  hope  to  be 
able  in  the  course  of  the  next  year  to  de- 
vise any  plan  by  which  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  of  the  country  could  be  per- 


manently equalized.   If,  indeed,  the  coun- 
try had  at  last  got  a  Ministry  which  was 
able  to  equalize  the  public  revenue  and 
expenditure  permanently  for  all  time  to 
come,  and  who  were  men  of  such  foresight 
and  sagacity  as  to  be  able  to  prophesy 
events  and  to  anticipate  all  the  circum- 
stances which  might  have   an   influence, 
either  remote  or  direct,  upon  that  revenue 
and  expenditure;  and  the  country  would 
have  reason  to  congratulate  itself  upon  the 
change.  But,  in  the  absence  of  such  quali- 
fications, he  admitted  that  it  would  be  un- 
reasonable to  call  upon  them  now  to  asake  a 
minute  statement  of  their  plan,  even  as« 
suming  that  they  had  made  up  their  mioda 
as  to  the  precise  course  they  intended  to 
pursue.     Undmibtediy,    if  her   Majeaty'a 
Ministers  had  come  to  a  determination  upott 
that  subject,  one  question  which  had  beeo 
asked  by  every  Member  of  the  Heine  might 
be  answered.  The  House  had  a  right  to  ask 
this  question — not  what  were  the  detaihi 
of  the  measures  they  intended  to  propeae, 
but  whether  they  intended  to  make  up  febe 
deficiency  in  the  public  finaneea  by  propoe- 
ins^  any  fresh  taxes,  or  by  the  meaaurea 
whieh  were  proposed  by  the  late  Adminia* 
tratlon  for  relaxing  the  commercial  aysteai 
of  the  country,  for  increasing  the  consiiup- 
tion  of  articlies  which  would  add  to  tiie 
comforts  of  the  people,  and  for  gtvJDg 
fresh  scope  to  the  manufacturers  and  trails 
of  the  country?     Upon  that  prioeiple  it 
was>  that  he  complained  of  the  delay  of  her 
Majesty's  Ministers.     They  had  turned 
out  the  late  Government  upon  those  verjr 
questions,    and    without    any    nacessitjr. 
I  es,  certainly,  without  any  neeessttjr*  be- 
cause the  same  majority  which  rejected 
the  propositions  of  the  late  Government 
in  order  to  turn   that  Government  out, 
might  just  as  well  have  accomplished  their 
purpose  by  a  vote  of  no  confidence.     Why 
they  did  so  at  last ;  and  therefore,  unless 
they  had   made  up  their  minds  not  only 
agamst  the  commercial  principles  of  the 
late  Government,  but  as  to  the  principles 
on  a  system  which  they  themselves  pre- 
ferred, he  thought  they  ought  not  to  have 
joined  issue   on    the   commercial  propo- 
sitions of  the  late  Goverofeent,  but  ought 
to    hare    adopted    the    other  course   of 
proceeding.     The  conclusion  he  came  to 
upon  this  point  was,  tlten,  that  the  party 
which   opposed   the    late   Administration 
could  not  have  gone  to  a  division  without 
having  made  up  their  mindsi  not  only  aa 
to  their  disapprobation  of  the  primsipies  of 
bis  party,  but  as  to  the  system  which  tbey 
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thefnselres  intend^  to  propose ;  and  con* 
fllderitig  the  time  which  had  now  elapsed 
^nce  the  change  of  Ministry,  and  the 
knowledge  which  the  Government  pos- 
sessed as  to  the  elements  at  least  upon 
which  their  plans  must  be  founded,  they 
had  no  excuse  for  not  stating  fairly  to  the 
country  wliether  they  still  adhered  to  the 
doctrines  which  they  laid  down  in  the  de- 
bate on  tile  sugar  duties/  and  intended  to 
make  up  the  deficiency,  whatever  it  might 
be,  by  fresh  taxation,  or  whether  they 
meant  to  propose  relaxation  in  our  com- 
mercial code.  They  ought  to  slate  now, 
which  of  those  courses  they  meant  to  pur- 
sue* at  the  next  meeting' of  Parliament. 
He  thought  the  country  had  a  right  to 
know  what  Ministers  intended  to  do  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  public  re- 
venue. That  there  would  be  a  deficiency 
was  indeed  admitted  by  them  as  a  cer- 
tainty, because  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had 
freely  acknowledged,  that  whatever  reduc- 
tions' they  might  be  able  to  make,  those 
reductions  would  not  go  to  the  extent  of 
equalizing  the  expenditure  and  revenue  of 
the  country;  and  when  the  House  was 
told  that  the  present  state  of  the  deficiency 
arose  from  the  misconduct  of  the  hite  Ad- 
ministration, he  begged  to  remind  the 
House  that  in  two  of  the  great  depart- 
ments of  pnblic  expense,  the  *  army .  and 
navy,  the  late.  Government  were,  year 
afler  year,  urged  by  the  other  party  to 
increase,  insteira  of  dimintshingv  the  expefi- 
ditiire,  If,  therefore,  any  charge  was  to  be 
madefy  the  presetit  Ministers  i^inst  the 
HlU  Goverouenty  it  was  that  they  were 
too  slow  in  placing  those  two  gveet  and 
expensive  estabiishmenta  of  the  country  on 
the  footing  on  which  the  otiier  party.thought 
they  should  be  placed.  But  in  thoM  two 
great  branches  of  expenditure  he  did  tiot 
believe  that  the  present  Government  could 
make  any  considerable  reduction.  With 
regard  to  the  army,  no  augmentation  had 
been  made,  except  the  small  one  jrendeied 
necessary  by  the  state  of  afl^airs  in  Canada, 
and  that  augmentation  vyas  still  required ; 
and  with  regard  to  the  navy  the  augmen- 
tati^Q  was  made  on  general  grounds*  and 
was  not  large  in  amount.  There  was  one 
thing  however  which  he  would  venture  to 
impress  on  the  Government,  though  he 
tnisted  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  do 
so ;  but  after  certain  reports  which  he  had 
seen,  he  could  not  refrain  from  doing  so, 
and  that  was  that  if  her  Majesty^s  Go?ern« 
ment  shmiKl  think  it  consistent  with  the 
public  interest  to  make  any  reduction  in 


the  navy,  he  trusted  they  would  not  make 
it  as  the  condition  of  any  previous  concert 
with  any  foreign  power  whatever,  but 
would  determine  upon  it  on  considerations 
connected  with  the  public  service  and  in- 
terests of  this  country  alone ;  because,  no- 
thing could  be  so  injurious  to  the  welfare 
of  this  country  as  the  making  the  amount 
of  our  naval  force  depend  upon  an  agree- 
ment with  the  government  of  any  other 
nation  whatever,  Upon  the  question  as 
to  what  line  of  commercial  policy  the  Go- 
vernment should  adopt,  he  thought  they 
should  openly  state  their  intentions.  With 
respect  to  the  Corn -laws,  that  necessity 
was  the  greater,  because  it  was  a  question 
-^which  all  men  whatever  they  might 
Chink  of  it,  and  whether  they  were  for  the 
present  system  or  for  the  most  unlimited 
trade  in  corn — must  admit  not  only  deeply 
aflfects  the  interests  of  the  country,  but 
;icts  in  a  very  extraordinary  degree  upon 
the  feelings  of  the  whole  community.  The 
public  were  quite  in  the  dark,  however, 
HS  to  tlie  intentions  of  her  Majesty's  Min- 
isters, on  this  subject  except  in  so  far  as 
fhey  might  be  guessed  at  by  what  had 
I)cen  mentioned,  by  his  hon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  Renfrew,  in  the  course  of  the 
evening,  as  having  been  uttered  by  diflrer>* 
ent  Members  of  the  Government  upon 
various  occasions  when  the  subject  was 
alluded  to.  It  was  clear,  then,  that  tlie 
Cabinet  was  divided  upon  this  question. 
Why,  it  was  not  attempted  to  be  con- 
cealed ;  it  could  not  be  concealed.  That 
being  the  case,  he  admitted  that  it  would 
1)0  but  fair  to  give  the  Cabinet  time  to 
come  to  an  agreement.  He  was  prepared 
to  say,  that  the  public  oueht  to  wait  a 
decent  time,  to  enable  her  Majesty's  Min- 
isters to  come  to  some  proper  unclcrstand- 
ing  among  themselves  on  these  matters. 
But  there  ought  to  be  a  limit  to  such 
a  period.  The  question  should  not  be  put 
off  so  that  the  decision  of  the  Cabinet  u^on 
it,  should  become  a  subiect  for  Christ- 
mas  riddles.  A  reasonable  pause^  might 
l)e  allowed— a  space  of  time  sufiicient  for 
the  convenience  of  the  Government,  with- 
out being  detrimental  to  the  public  ser- 
vice; and  if  the  present  Session  should 
!)e  put  an  end  to  without  some  defini- 
tive announcement  being  made.  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  be  re-assembled  in  October 
or  November,  and  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  intentions  of  Government.  At 
:{I1  events  the  winter  ought  not  to  pass 
:iway  leavinjc  the  country  in  a  state 
of  uncertainty  on  this  great  question, 
2F2 
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with  all  tbe  risk  of  those  mischiefs  and 
miseries  which  might  happen  in  the  in- 
terval.    One  of  the  chief  duties  of  Govern- 
ment was  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  the 
people,  but  it  was  no  less  their  duty  to  re- 
gard their  feelings.  The  Gentlemen  opposite 
said,  that  the  distress  of  the  country  was 
greatly  exaggerated,  and  affirm  that  the 
petitions  which  were  sent  up  from  public 
meetings  of  her  Majesty's  subjects,  pray- 
ing for  an   immediate  alteration   in  the 
system  of  the  Corn-laws,  or  that  Parlia- 
ment would  not    separate    without    the 
adoption  of  measures  to  alleviate  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  people,  were  not  of  that  vast 
importance  whicn  was  ascribed  to  them 
but  still,  it  could  not  be  denied  by  any- 
body that  great  distress  did  exist,  and 
that   that  distress  was   ascribed    to  the 
Corn-laws  by  those  who  felt  it.     Yet,  whe- 
ther or  not  the  distress  had  been  exagger- 
ated, the  Government  ought  not  to  post- 
pone until  the  beginning  or  the  middle  of 
February  next,  their  announcement  to  the 
public  of  their  intention  upon  that  great 
question.     He  knew  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  always  made  it  his  duty  to 
consult  the  feelings  of  the  people,  when- 
ever   he   had   been   in   the    exercise    of 
power;  and,  therefore,  until  he  saw  Par- 
liament  actually  prorogued  without  any 
declaration  of  an  opinion  now,  or  any  an- 
nouncement of  an  intention  speedily  to  call 
Parliament    together    again,    he    should 
not  believe  that  the  Government,  of  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  the  head,  could 
prorogue  Parliament  from  the  1st  of  Oc< 
tober,  to  the  middle  of  the  following  Feb- 
ruary, leaving  the  country  in  a  feverish 
state  of  anxiety  about   their   intentions, 
upon  so  all-absorbing  a  question  as  that  of 
the  Corn-laws,  and  taking  upon  themselves 
all  the    responsibilitv  which    necessarily 
must  devolve  upon  them  if  ^  anything  un- 
pleasant should  nappen  during  the  inter- 
val of  suspense.    Therefore,  without  offer- 
ing the  slightest  opposition  to  the  present 
proposition  of  her  Majesty's  Government, 
or  presuming  to  urge  any  unreasonable 
demand,  he  must  say,  that  he  trusted  the 
right  hon.   Baronet  would  use  all  that 
power  which  he  possessed,  and  all  those 
means  of  persuasion,  which  his  " 
attainments  would  enable  him  ^ 
order  to  bring  the  Cabinet  U 
sion  one  way  or  the  other  in  t 
the  present  autumn.    Should 
ment  decide  that  they  would 
Corn*law8  as  they  were,  let  t 
know  it.  At  all  events,  let  the  ngi 
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have  the  consolation  of  bein^  iiifbniied» 
that  they  had  made  up  their  minds  to  that 
effect.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  her  Ma» 
jesty*s  Ministers  found  that  they  ooald 
reconcile  their  minds  to  some  considerable 
alteration  in  the  present  system,  then  let 
those  who  were  interestea  as  consumers 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  such 
a  course  was  to  be  pursued.  If  such  m 
change  would  seriously  affect  landlords — 
though  he  thought  that  never  before  had 
such  a  delusion  entered  the  minds  of  men 
as  the  notion,  that  the  present  Corn-laws 
were  of  any  real  benefit  to  the  land- 
lords—let them  know  that  such  a  change 
was  contemplated.  But  the  present  un- 
certainty was  inconvenient  and  injurious 
to  all  parties  connected  with  transactions 
whether  in  corn,  in  land,  or  in  commerce. 
In  conclusion,  he  expressed  his  confidence 
— and  it  was  the  only  thing  in  reqpsct  to 
which  he  had  an^  confidence  in  the  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite,  that  when  the  time 
for  the  prorogation  of  Parliament  came, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  make  up  their 
minds  to  send  the  Members  of  that  Hottse 
to  the  right  about  until  February  next, 
without  previously  pledging  themselves— 
for  in  a  matter  of  this  pressing  nature^ 
private  and  personal  convenience  should 
not  be  considered^ to  call  Parliament  t<^ 
gether  in  the  beginning  of  November^  to 
unfold  their  plans  and  propose  those  roea« 
sures  which  the  exigencies  of  the  country 
peremptorily  demanded. 

Mr.  Fielden  was  understood  to  8aj»  that 
tbe  distress  of  the  manufacturing  popa- 
lation   in  his  neighbourhood,  and  otner 
manufacturing  districts  was  so  great,  that 
they  could  not  get  bread  to  eat ;  they 
were  begging  about  the  streets  b  crowds, 
and  unable  to  get  relief  from  the  Unions 
sufficient  to  alleviate  their  wants.    As  n 
general  justification  of  what  had   been 
stated  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Ashton- 
under-line,  he  would  remind  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  that  the  hon.  Member  luul  pre- 
sented a   petition  from  the  inhabitants, 
complaining  of  the  increase  of  local  taxa- 
tion, and  showing  that  the  county  rates, 
which  in  the  ftar  18*16  amounted  only  to 
>  year  1 841  the  sum  of 
tbe  distress  in  Lan- 
''und  impossible  to 
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majorities  of  the  magistracy.  Were  it  not 
for  the  mill-owners  and  manufacturers, 
the  distress  of  the  people  would  be  efen 
greater  than  it  was ;  but  out  of  sympathy 
for  their  workmen,  they  gave  them  partial 
employment  to  keep  them  from  starving. 
That  was  the  case  with  regard  to  his  own 
firm ;  they  employed  their  men  four  hours 
a  day,  only  lo  enable  them  to  obtain  food, 
and,  as  it  might  be  easily  inferred  from 
the  duration  of  the  time  of  labour,  not  for 
any  profit  to  themselves.  He  hoped,  there* 
fore,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  while 
he  said  he  would  make  inquiries  into  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  distress  amongst 
the  people,  would  give  an  assurance  that 
in  all  cases  where  distress  was  found  to 
exist,  relief  should  also  be  given.  If  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  do  so,  he  would 
not  complain  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's 
taking  time  to  prepare  and  bring  forward 
his  measures.  But  if  that  were  neglected, 
if  the  people  were  suffered  to  starve  in 
thousands,  as  they  were  starving  in  Lan- 
cashire, he  was  afraid  that  they  would  not 
get  through  the  winter  without  disturb- 
ances. It  was  the  duty  of  those  in  power 
to  make  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
tress, but  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would 
see  that  at  the  same  time  relief  should  be 
afforded  wherever  it  was  necessary,  whe- 
ther from  the  public  purse,  or  from  special 
contributions,  or  in  any  way  he  could 
devise,  so  that  the  poor  people  should 
have  bread  sufficient  to  maintain  them 
during  the  time  they  could  get  no  work, 
then  he,  for  one,  would  very  willingly  give 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  all  the  time  that 
he  required. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  corroborated  the  state- 
ments of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham, 
that  throughout  the  manufacturing  districts 
generally,  many  of  the  mills  were  working 
short  time,  and  that  many  of  the  mill- 
owners  were  working  even  that  time  al- 
most as  much,  if  not  more,  on  account  of 
the  consideration  they  felt  for  the  people 
in  their  employ,  than  for  any  profit  they 
made.  These  persons,  one  and  all,  looked 
upon  some  measure,  such  as  that  proposed 
by.  the  late  Government,  as  the  only  means 
of  amending  the  state  of  their  trade ;  and, 
indeed,  of  enabling  them  to  carry  it  on 
at  all.  He,  however,  had  arisen  more 
particularly  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
some  information  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite.  He  concurred  with 
the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  ihat 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  made  the 
whole  matter  less  dear  than  it  was  before. 
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The  right  hon.  Gentleman  could  not  say 
up  to  March  next,  whether  he  would  or 
not  raise  money  by  subscription  according 
to  the  terms  offered  to  the  public,  because 
it  was  impossible  to  say  whether  he  could 
get  money  on  Exchequer  Bills.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  moved  the  Ways 
and  Means  in  the  most  bald  and  unsatis- 
factory manner  he  had  ever  heard.  True  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  had  adopted  the 
statement  of  his  right  hon.  Friend,  but  it 
would  have  been  satisfactory  lo  theHouse  to 
know  wha^  interpretation  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  put  upon  that  proposal. 
The  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
anticipated  22,000,000/.  from  the  customs' 
duties,  exclusive  of  the  revenue  arising 
from  the  sugar  duties,  and  exclusive  of  all 
revenue  from  corn.  [^o,iio.]  The  statement 
of  bis  right  hon.  Friend  was,  that  he  anti- 
cipated 22,000,000/.,  exclusive  of  the 
additional  revenue  from  sugar,  and  exclu- 
sive of  any  revenue  whatever  from  com. 
He  was  aware  that  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  had  not  made  up  their 
minds  whether  1,600,000/.,  or  400,000/, 
or  900,000/.  were  the  sums  anticipated  by 
his  right  hon.  Friend,  but  that  was  not 
the  fault  of  his  right  hon.  Friend.  Now 
he  wished  to  know  what  revenue  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  anticipated  would  be  pro- 
duced by  corn  out  of  that  amount,  and 
also  what  additional  revenue  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  expected  from  sugar.  Last 
year,  when  700,000/.  was  anticipated  as 
the  sum  to  be  gained  from  the  increased 
quantity  imported,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man admitted  that  was  correct — that  that 
revenue  would  be  derived,  not  from  the 
admission  of  foreign,  but  of  colonial  and 
East  Indian  sugar,  the  arrival  of  which 
had  been  already  announced.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
was,  '*  let  well  alone ;  without  a  modifi- 
cation of  the  duties  you  will  get  your 
money;*'  and  his  statement  was  based 
upon  this  position,  that  if  the  consump- 
tion of  sugar  was  to  increase,  the  addi- 
tional quantity  of  the  article  entered  for 
home  consumption  would,  at  a  24^.  duty, 
amount  to  about  950,000/.,  and  that  the 
calculation  of  700,000/.  was  hollow.  But 
the  right  hon.  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
had  stated,  that  the  late  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  never  have  got  that 
amount  from  sugar.  Now  he  (Mr.  Wood) 
wished  to  know  whether  the  House  was 
to  take  the  calculation  of  the  First  Lord, 
lor  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  An 
'hon.  Friend  on  that  (the  Opposition) 
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side  of  the  House  had  shown  reason   for 
supposing  that  the  Cabinet  were  not  very 
united,    and    tfieir    opposite    statements 
seemed  to  warrant  such  an  opinion.     It 
would   be  satisfactory   if  the   right  hon. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  state ; 
to  the  House  what  amount  of  revenue  he 
reckoned  upon  from  sugar  beyond   hist 
year,  and  also  what  amount  from  corn. 
Beyond  this,  he  would  only  say,  he  had 
never  taken  part  in  the  pressure  upon  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman   to  come   forward 
with  his  system  of  taxation  at  the  present 
moment,  still  less  to  make  an  immediate 
declaration  what  future  course  he  would 
adopt.     He  could  easily  conceive  reasons 
that  rendered  the  present  course  adopted 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  more  ex- 
pedient, but,  at  the  same  time,  he  should 
not  be  doing  his  duty  to  the  right   hon. 
Gentleman,  or  be  representing  the  opin- 
ions of  his  constituents,  if  he  did  not  say, 
that  the  course  adopted  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  not  one  that  would  give 
general  satisfaction,  and  he  did  not  think, 
that  the  arguments  urged  in  favour  of  that 
course,  were  such  as  to  have  that  degree  of 
weight  with  the  country  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  inclined  lo 
suppose.     He  was  willing  to  admit,  (hat 
if,  upon  accidental  circumstances,  or  if  in 
a  sudden  and  unforeseen  manner,  power 
had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Gentle- 
men opposite,  they  might  have  reasonably 
asked  for  time  to  see  what  measures  they 
could  propose.     But  when  they  touk  the 
ground  they  had  done   as  the  means  of 
turning  out  one  Ministry  and  substituting 
another — when  the  deficiency  in  the  reve- 
nue had  been  well  known  —  when   the 
budget  had  been  brought  forward  before 
the  expiration  of  the  first  month  of  the 
financial   year,   he  did    not   think,   they 
could  plead  want  of  information  or  want 
of  time.     He  perfectly  agreed   with  what 
had  been  said,  as  to  attributing  all  the 
distress  that  existed  to  any  one  cause — to 
the  Corn-law,  to  the  over-trading  in  1836, 
or  to  any  other  single  cause — but  let  that 
distress  proceed  from  what  cause  it  might, 
whether  the  Corn* laws,  or  over-trading, 
every  one  said,  that  it  could  only  be  reme- 
died by  the  extension  of  our  trade,  and  in 
the  present  state  of  our  relations,  that  ex- 
tension could  not  be  expected,  except  by 
relaxation  of  commercial  restriction.     No 
one  had  proposed  any  other  remedy  than 
that,  and  no  information  collected  from 
Poor-law    commissioners,    or  any   other 
aourcei  could  bring  a  Government  to  any 


other  conclusion,  than  that  to  the  exl«a^ 
sion  of  trade  we  must  look  for  the  means 
of  ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  people. 
But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said, 
that  he  believed  the  country  were  satisfied 
with   his  conduct;    that   he   had  before 
stated    he   meant   to  propose  a   vote   of 
credit,  and  that  course  was  acceptable  to 
the  country.     He  doubted  the  accuracy 
of  that  impression  upon  the  mind  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,     The  right"  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  certainly  made  that  statement 
to   the   House,  buv  he  doubted  whether 
the  impression    made  by  that  statement 
had  extended   throughout    the    country. 
He    spoke    from  experience  in  the   ma- 
nufacturing   distiicts,    and    he    thoughc^ 
the    right  hon.    Baronet's  course    would 
cause  some  surprise  there.     Nor  was  it 
unnatural  it  should  ;  for  if  there  was  any 
one  course  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had   opposed    more    strongly   than 
another,  it  was  the  very  course  proposed 
for  ihe  present  year— raising  a   loan  to 
meet  tlia  deficiency.     It    now   appeared 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  last  year 
resisted  the  budget  proposed  by  the  late 
Government,  in  order  to  do  that  himself 
which  he  deprecated  at  the  time.    If  there 
was  any  one  course  which  the  country  bad 
a  right  to  expect  would  not  be  taken  by 
the   present  Government,  it  was  that  of 
raising  a  loan  to  provide   the  ways  an  1 
means  for  the  year.    The  Government,  it 
must  be  admitted,  bad  received  great  sup- 
port from  the  country ;  they  stood  at  the 
head  of  a  majority  larger,  perhaps,  than 
any  one  had  anticipated.     But  they  had 
received  that  support  upon  widely  difierent 
grounds;  and  wiihout  attributing  undue 
concealment  of  opinions  to  any  hon.  Gren- 
tlemen  composing  the  Government,  it  was 
impossible  but  they  must  admit  that  the 
support  they  had  received  from  one  class 
was  based  upon  widely  different  principles 
to  the  support  they  had  received  from  an- 
other class.  The  agriculturists  had  support- 
ed them  under  the  impression  that  they 
thereby  secured  the  maintenance  of  the  ex- 
isting corn-laws,  or  something  like  it.    No 
one  could  doubt  that;  but  no  one  could 
pretend  to  say  that  the  support  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  received  in  the  ma« 
nufacturing  districts  was  given   to  hioi 
under  the  impression  that  he  was  unalter- 
ably   attached  to  the  present  system  of 
corn*Iaws.     It  had  been  said  in  another 
place,  that  the  verdict  of  the  country  had 
been  not  against  the  measures,  but  the 
men ;  that  the  country  doubted  the  power 
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of  those  men  to  carry  the  measures  they 
proposed,  and  supposed  that  by  placing 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  in  power  more 
would  be  gained  than  from  those  whose 
good  will  was  not  distrusted  but  whose 
power  was  questioned.  So  far,  therefore, 
from  supporting  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
because  it  was  believed  he  would  do  no- 
thing, and  would  allow  another  year  to 
elapse  without  taking  measures  to  relieve 
the  distress  of  the  country,  he  believed 
that  more  would  be  done  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  than  by  the  late  Government, 
and  therefore  the  country  had  supported 
him.  He  would  briefly  allude  to  an  argu- 
ment that  had  been  advanced  in  favour  of 
the  present  system,  grounded  upon  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn  during  the 
present  week  at  a  low  duty.  That  that 
should  prove  the  advantage  of  the  corn- 
law,  he  confessed,  appeared  to  him  the 
greatest  fallacy  he  had  ever  heard.  It 
was  true  that  throughout  the  last  week 
one  shilling  was  the  duty  paid  upon  fo- 
reign corn,  but  he  should  like  to  know 
how  long  that  was  likely  to  last?  No 
one  could  attach  the  least  weight  to 
an  argument  grounded  upon  a  fact  that 
roust  vary  from  week  to  week.  In  his 
opinion,  if  anything  could  demonstrate 
more  clearly  than  another  the  fallacy 
upon  which  the  Corn-laws  were  ground- 
ed, it  was  those  very  occurrences  of  last 
week.  For  months  foreign  corn  had 
been  excluded,  and,  meantime,  we  had 
had  a  population  half  employed,  with 
inadequate  means  of  providing  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  debarred  from  the  purchase 
of  corn,  because  the  foreign  commodity 
was  not  admitted,  and  England  had  not 
sufficient  corn  to  furnish  them  with.  Theu 
comes  the  harvest,  and  the  operation  of 
that  favoured  sliding  scale  was,  that  the 
moment  the  English  farmer  was  able  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  population,  an 
importation  of  foreign  corn  took  place  to 
the  amount  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
quarters.  To  the  consumer,  the  evil  of 
the  sliding  scale  could  not  be  more  com« 
pletely  demonstrated ;  instead  of  producing 
steadiness  of  price,  the  effect  was  the 
reverse.  It  raised  the  price  when  the  price 
was  already  too  high,  and  it  lowered  the 
profit  of  the  producer  when  the  harvest 
enabled  him  to  supply  the  demand.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  had,  themselves,  over* 
thrown  one  of  the  last  fallacies  by  which  the 
Corn-laws  had  been  upheld.  From  183(> 
up  to  this  time  the  price  of  corn  had  been 
gradually  rising,  whilst  wages  bad  gra« 


dually  lowered,  and  the  Corn-laws  just 
produced  this  effect,  that  without  increas- 
ing the  means  of  the  labourer,  they  aug« 
mented  his  difficulties  in  maintaining  hit 
family.  The  real  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
any  financial  measure  was  the  Corn-law. 
It  was  on  account  of  the  Corn-law,  after 
all,  that  the  budget  of  last  year  had  been 
resisted.  The  question  of  the  sugar  duties 
was  second aiy,  and  the  timber  duties  were 
not  even  discussed.  Gentlemen,  indeed, 
had  come  forward  to  resist  interference 
with  one  protecting  duty,  lest  another 
should  be  touched,  and  one  hon.  Member 
had  said,  **  1  must  defend  your  monopoly, 
for,  if  not,  I  cannot  defend  my  own/'  He 
believed  that  measures  of  the  kind  proposed 
by  the  late  Ministers  were  indispensable, 
and  that  whatever  party  administered  the 
finance  of  the  country  must  have  recourse 
to  them.  He  felt  confident  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  would  propose  some  such  mea- 
sures,butit  wasimpossible  not  to  see  the  for- 
midable difficulties  with  which  any  Govern- 
ment proposing  theqi  wcMild  be  surrounded. 
It  might  require  all  the  time  between  this 
and  February  to  win  over  their  supporters 
to  such  a  course,  and  throw  aside  those 
who  resolutely  opposed  it.  He  trusted  the 
time  would  cotne  when  the  consideration 
of  topics  like  this  would  be  divested  of  all 
party  feeling  and  considerations,  and  not 
be  made  questions  of  turning  out  this  or 
that  Government;  and  that  when  party 
motives  should  have  died  away,  the  landed 
gentlemen  would  turn  a  favourable  ear  to 
the  arguments  that  had  been  urged  upon 
them.  No  accusation  was  more  unjust 
than  that  the  landed  proprietors  were 
wanting  in  feeling  for  the  sufferings  df  the 
population.  They  had  been  deluded  by 
such  fallacies  as  that  steadiness  of  price 
was  produced  by  the  sliding  scale,  and 
they  had  been  made  to  believe  that  this 
country  should  be  independent  of  foreign 
supply,  when  she  had  imported  a  million 
and  a  half  of  quarters  of  foreign  corn  per 
annum,  ever  since  the  Corn -laws  had  been 
in  operation,  and  when,  with  an  increased 
population,  there  were  no  increased  means 
of  supporting  it.  The  landed  gentlemen 
would  bind  the  country  to  them  by  placing 
their  interests  and  those  of  the  people  on 
one  common  footing — for  he  believed,  in 
reality,  there  was  no  separation  of  interests. 
If  that  should  be  accomplished  by  the 
power  and  authority  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite,  the  greatest  blessing 
would  be  conferred  upon  the  country  that 
had  been  bestowed  upon  it  for  years,  and 
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he  would  be  the  last  to  interpose  any  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  obtaining  time  or  delay 
for  the  accomplishment  of  so  greatanobject. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rose 
to  answer  a  question  put  to  him  by  the 
right  bon.  Member  opposite  (Mr.  Baring), 
in  consequence  of  a  misunderstanding  of 
what  he  had  stated.    When  the  Budget 
was  brought  forward  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  Portsmouth   last  year,    the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  distinctly  said,  that 
be  included  in  his  estimates  the  whole  of 
the  probable  revenue  from  corn.     He  un- 
derstood the  right    hon.  Gentleman    to 
mean,  in  reference  to  his  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  customs,  not  that  he  could 
tell  the  exact  produce  of  the  various  items 
but  that  he  had  formed  his  opinion  as  to 
the  total  result  on  the  usual  probabilities. 
With  respect  to  corn — and  this  principle 
was  admitted  in  every  discussion  on  the 
subject,  what  the  revenue  gained  by  corn 
was  abstracted  from  the  produce  of  other 
items,  and  that  what  the  revenue  lost  by 
com  was  gained^by  aci  increase  upon  other 
articles.     On  these  principles  his  calcula- 
tions had  now  been  founded  ;  and  all  that 
be  had  meant  to  say  was,  that,  balancing 
one  set  of  duties  against  another  set,  and 
comparing  the  weekly  returns  of  consump- 
tion, the  calculations  he  had  submitted  to 
the   House,  would  be  found  to  turn  out 
accurate.    With  respect  to  what  he  had 
inferred  respecting  the  sugar  duties,  he 
would  explain  the  grounds  on  which  he 
had  formed  his  conclusions.    Last  year, 
there  was  a  reduction  in  the  sugar  duties 
of  163,000^  as  compared  with  the  previ- 
ous year,  but  in  this  year  there  was  an 
augmentation  to  the  extent  of  120,000/., 
and  in  only  four  months  from  last  August, 
an  augmentation  of  300,000/.  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  in  the  for- 
mer year.     Of  course,  general  views  of 
the  results  of  the  customs  could  only  be 
made,  by  comparing  the  produce  of  the 
different  articles  one  year  with  another. 
Mr.  Baring  explained.     He  had  stated 
in  June,  when  he  brought   forward   his 
budget,  that  he  expected  the  customs,  in- 
cluding corn,  to   produce  22,000,000/., 
and  he  had  been  then  asked  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  what  sum  he  had  calcu- 
lated corn  would  realise  to  the  revenue. 
He  was  unable  to  give  a  reply  at  that  mo- 
ment, but  he  took  the  first  opportunity  of 
stating  how  he  made  his  figures  out — 
When  he  became  aware,  that  the  Corn- 
laws  would  not  come  on  for  discussion. 
The  way  be  bad  made  his  twenty-two 


millions  out,  were  to  allow  twenty-ooe 
millions  and  a  half  for  general  items  and 
half  a  million   for  corn.     He  had  made 
this  calculation  by  comparing  the  amoaots 
produced  by  malt  and  corn  in  difieieni 
years,  and  this  mode  of  drawing  an  infer- 
ence was  generally  found  to  be  pretty 
near  the   truth.    With    respect   to    \ht 
amount  to  be  received  from  the  sugar 
duties  he  had  reasoned  in  this  way,  that  if 
Government  succeeded  in  bringing  down 
the  price  of  sugar  to  a  low  figure,  a  large 
consumption  would  be  insured,  and  a  sum 
of  700,000/.  would  most  likely  be  yielded 
to  the  revenue.    If  the  right  bon.  Gentle- 
man op^jite  expected  to  get  that  sum 
now,  it  nmst  be  by  adopting  the  principles 
upon  which  he  had  made  his  calculations. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
when  the  sugar  duties  were  discussed,  the 
simple  question  between  them  was — was 
British  plantation  sugar  likely  to  be  re- 
duced to  such  a  price  as  foreign  sugar 
could  be  imported  and  sold  for,  namely, 
6\s,6d,     He  had  formed  his  calculations 
this  way.     If  the  price  of  British  sugar 
was  reduced  to  that  of  foreign  sugar,  con- 
sumption would  greatly  increase,  and  the 
revenue  would  be  proportionately    aug- 
mented.    The  price  of  sugar  had  fallen 
greatly,  and  he  was,  therefore,  not  unwar- 
ranted in  setting  down  the  amount  to  be 
realized  to  the  revenue,  as  being  as  large 
or  larger  than  the  sum  stated  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  said,  his  right  hon.  Friend 
(Mr.  Baring^s)  opinion  was,  when  he 
brought  forward  his  budget,  that  a  sum  of 
700,000/.  would  be  produced  to  the  reve- 
nue by  the  alteration  in  the  sugar  duties  ; 
now,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site had  taken  his  customs  at  twenty-two 
millions,  he  wished  to  know  if  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  considered  that  if  some 
of  the  items  fell  short,  he  would  have  the 
deficiency  made  up  by  the  amount  of  the 
duty  on  sugar  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  had 
proceeded  on  the  idea,  that  the  amount 
he  stated  would  be  made  up  either  by 
additional  consumption  of  colonial  or  fo- 
reign sugar.  He  (the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer)  said  at  the  time,  that  coo- 
sumption  would  greatly  increase  according 
to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  sugar,  and  this 
prediction  had  been  verified,  for  sugar  had 
since  fallen  to  the  price  at  which  foreign 
sugar  could  be  sold.  He  had,  therefore, 
been  fully  justified  in  the  ?iew  be  bad 
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taken  io  respect  of  the  revenue  to  be  de- 
rived from  that  source. 

Resolution  agreed  lo. 

A  resolution  towards  making  good  the 
supply  granted  to  her  Majesty,  the  sum  of 
10,626,3602.,  be  raised  by  Exchequer 
Bills,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1841,  was 
also  agreed  to. 

The  House  resumed — report  to  be  re- 
ceived. 

Poor-Law  Commission.]  Sir/.  Gra- 
ham  moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the 
House  to  go  into  Committee  on  the  Poor- 
law  Commission  Bill. 

Order  of  the  day  read. 

Mr.  Wakley  expressed  a  hope  that, 
considering  the  late  hour  of  the  night, 
this  bill  would  not  be  proceeded  with. 
The  parties  who  were  opposed  to  the 
Poor-law  Bill,  had  made  a  very  great 
concession  in  not  resisting  it  in  the  pre- 
sent Session.  He  thought,  therefore,  that 
they  were'^^tttitled  to  consideration,  and 
that  the  subject  should  not  be  brought 
forward  at  a  time  when  it  could  not  be 
fully  discussed.  If,  however,  it  were  the 
wish  of  the  House  to  proceed,  he  would 
not  interpose  to  prevent  it. 

On  the  question  "  that  the  Speaker  do 
now  leave  the  Chair.'* 

The  Speaker  called  upon  Mr.  Roebuck, 
who  had  given  notice  of  a  motion,  but 
that  Gentleman  was  not  in  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  called 
upon. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Yorke^  who  rose  to  move, 

**  That  it  be  an  instructioa  to  the  Committee, 
that  they  have  power  to  make  provision  that 
the  commissioners  be  not  empowered  to  enforce 
indiscriminate  separation  between  man  and 
wife;  and  that  in  no  case  shall  they  sanction 
or  permit  separation,  when  the  application  for 
rehef  shall  be  substantiated  as  arising  from 
positive  inability  to  obtain  work,  or  from  phy- 
sical infirmity,  and  not  from  idleness,  vice,  or 
crime  :*' 

He  submitted  this  clause  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House  upon  the  two  scrip- 
tural grounds  that  "those  whom  God 
bath  joined  together,  it  is  not  lawful  for 
man  to  separate,"  and  that  it  is  right  "  to 
do  unto  others  as  we  ourselves  would  be 
done  by.'*  These  were  grounds  constantly 
referred  to  upon  the  hustings  by  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  as  snowing  the 
absolute  necessity  of  an  alteration  of  the 
existing  Poor-law,  and  he  consequently 
expected  that  those  Gentlemen  would  feel 
bound  by  every  feeling  of  consistency  to 
support  the  motion  which  he  (Mr.  Yorke) 


now  submitted  to  their  consideration.  He 
was  fully  aware  that  it  was  much  more 
easy  to  talk  of  a  remedy  than  to  provide 
one ;  and  a  remedv  in  full  he  knew  at  that 
moment  it  would  be  premature,  if  not 
factious  to  expect ;  but  a  remedy  in  some 
degree,  it  struck  him,  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  House  to  give — a  remedy  to 
remove  from  poverty  a  legislative  pen- 
alty. He  put  it  to  the  House  whether  it 
would  not  be  more  likely  to  soften  the 
asperity  of  feeling  entertained  by  vast 
masses  of  the  population  by  a  judicious 
relaxation  of  the  law,  than  to  enforce 
obedience  by  the  execution  of  its  harsh 
provisions.  He  was  most  anxious  that 
the  clause  he  proposed  should  not  be  mis- 
understood. It  was  to  be  observed,  that 
it  did  not  go  into  any  unnatural  or  wild 
advocacy  of  the  worthless  or  offending. 
For  them  it  proposed  to  say  nothing ;  they 
were  naturally  nuisances  to  the  state,  and 
were  justly  amenable  to  its  most  rigorous 
enactments.  But  were  there  no  other 
paupers  than  these  ?  Did  pauperism  fall 
alone  upon  the  head  of  the  vicious  and 
profligate  ?  Was  it  not  evident,  from  the 
many  truthful  statements  that  bad  re- 
cently been  made  in  that  House,  that  the 
country  generally  was  in  a  state  of  great 
distress  ?  It  was  plain  that  its  resources, 
comparatively  speaking,  were  stsgnant. 
The  national  stomach  was  hungry.  Yes ; 
unhappily,  the  national  stomach  was 
hungry,  and  it  struck  him  that  that  was 
rather  a  subject  for  sympathy  and  respect 
than  for  ridicule  and  laughter.  Well,  then, 
the  country  being  in  that  state,  he  put  it 
to  the  humane  feeling  of  the  House, 
whether  the  poor  man  who  necessarily 
became  a  pauper  ought  to  be  punished  for 
his  poverty.  That  was  the  point  and  gist 
of  his  argument.  A  married  man,  as  the 
law  stood,  could  not  obtain  parochial 
relief  without  submitting  to  a  penalty  which 
was  disgraceful  to  human  nature.  Con- 
sidering the  hour  of  the  night,  and  con- 
sidering also  that  there  were  many  Gentle- 
men who  were  anxious  to  speak  upon  this 
subject,  he  would  purposely  forbear  from 
goine  through  a  number  of  long  statements 
which  he  had  collected  with  much  care 
and  trouble.  He  would,  therefore,  merely 
allude  to  one  point,  which  struck  him  as 
being  of  a  very  important  and  pungent 
nature,  and  which  had  been  suggested  lo 
him  by  one  learned  in  the  law,  in  rather  a 
curious  way.  It  was  founded  upon  an 
extract  from  our  statute-book  showing 
with  what  extreme  care  those  who  framed 
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fy^  S\siy^  Emancipation,  ^ct  had  tuken  to 
proYide  for  die  preservation  of  tliQ  social 
ties  of  the  negro.  In  that  act  it  wa9  spe- 
cially provided  that,  under  no  circum- 
stanoesy  should  a  negro  ever  be  removed 
from  one  plantation  to  another »  if  sych 
removal  tubjected  him  to  separation  from 
his  wife  or  children,  or  even  frpm  his  re- 
putf^d  wife.  So  that,  in  truth,  as  the  law 
UO)v'atood,the  wifey.pr  the  reputed  wife,  of 
a^negro  in  our  polonies  stopd  in  abetter  po- 
sition.thai>  the  wife  of  ap  Englisliman;  and 
the  qqj^ppy  pauper  cofhpelled  in  England 
to  ask  parochial  relief  was  put  to  the  degra- 
dation of  seeing  his  own  wife  in  a  worse 
condition  than  the  reputed  wife  of  the 
black.  That  was  bis  case,  and  without 
further  comment,  he  begged  to  commend 
it  to  the  justice  and  humanity  of  the 
House. 

Sir  James  Graham  would  avail  himself 
of  the  opportunity  aflforded  by  the  motion 
just  made,  of  announcing  to  the  House  the 
course  that  he  proposed  to  take,  as  well 
with  respect  to  the  motion  then  under  its 
consideration  as  to  the  other  motions  re- 
lating to  the  same  subject  which  had  been 
placed  upon  the  notice  paper.  It  was  im- 
possible to  over-estimate  the  importance 
of  the  subject  which  was  thus  incidentally 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  He  did  not  believe,  that  it  was 
possible  to  discuss  any  subject  which 
touched — more  nearly  touched — the  feel- 
ings, or  which  was  more  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  interests  of  so  large  a  por* 
tion  of  our  fellow-subjects.  Feeling  this, 
as  he  did  roost  sincerely,  he  considered  it 
necessary  to  approach  the  subject  with 
particular  caution.  If  he  followed  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken  into 
the  discussion  of  this  particular  instruc- 
tion, involving  a  portion  of  the  workhouse 
regulation,  he  clearly  saw  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  him  not  to  follow  other 
Gentlemen  in  other  instructions  into  other 
details  ;  and  thus  incidentallv  and  gradu- 
ally, but  with  his  eyes  open,  he  should  be 
betrayed  into  a  consideration  of  all  the  de- 
tails of  the  measure.  He  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  be  thus  explicit.  The  object  of 
the  Government  in  the  introduction  of  the 
present  bill  was,  to  avoid  precisely  the 
course  to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
would  now  lead  him.  Government  intro-* 
duced  the  bill  simply  and  solely  for  the 
continuance  of  the  Poor-law  commission 
till  the  3lRt  of  July  next,  with  the  view  of 
afibrding  to  themselves  and  to  the  Legis* 
latiue  time  and  opportuoity  carefally  aad 


cautiously  to  consider  every  portion  of  the 
important  measure  which  was  adopted  by 
Parliament  some  five  or  six  years  ago. 
Thene  might  be  defects  in  the  measure : 
they  (the  Ministry),  w^re  anxious  to  cor- 
rect them*  Therp  might  he  iqiperfectiony 
in  it :  they  were  anxious  to  remedy  thenu 
But  this  was  a  matter  of  consideration, 
that  required  time  and  caution.  To  be 
done  safely  it  must  be  done  by  the  execu- 
tive Government  upon  their  responsibility. 
The  Government  did  not  shrink  from  the 
(arduous  taAk\)f  considering  the'^me^Ore, 
altering  defects,  and  supplying  imperfec- 
tions  where  they  were  found  to  exist;  but 
he  repeated,  that  time  and  caution  were 
necessary,  and  that  the  interval  that  the 
Government  asked  was  not  an  unreason- 
able one.  All  that  they  asked  was,  that 
the  commission  should  be  continued  until 
the  close  of  the  next  Session  of  Parliameiit. 
Before  the  commencement  of  the  next 
Session  Government  would  apply  its  atten- 
tion to  the  subject.  In  the  course  of  the 
next  Session  it  would  be  necessary,  im- 
peratively necessary,  to  legislate  upon  it. 
In  the  last  Session  the  lul^urs  of  Parlia- 
ment were  of  a  sudden  cut  short.  The 
executive  Government  had  brought  for- 
ward a  measure,  not  dealing  with  the 
commission  only,  but  with  the  whole  sub- 
ject* Some  of  the  proposals  made  by  the 
Government  were  withdrawn,  other  pro- 
posals upon  discussion  were  adopted  or 
amended,  and  a  considerable  portion  were 
not  considered  at  all.  It  would  be  the 
duty  of  the  present  Government  to  review 
the  whole  of^  those  proposals.  From  some 
of  them  they  had  already  expressed  a 
decided  dissent.  To  that  dissent  they 
would,  of  course,  adhere,  unless  some  very 
cogent  reasons,  such  as  he  could  not  anti- 
cipate, should  lead  them  to  adopt  a  dif- 
ferent opinion.  To  those  proposals  which 
the  House  in  the  last  Session  adopted,  the 
Government  would  give  a  more  favourable 
consideration,  and  those  which  had  not 
yet  been  discussed,  it  would  carefully 
weigh.  But,  upon  the  whole,  he  thought 
he  was  entitled  to  call  upon  the  House^ 
not  upon  that  occasion,  to  discuss  the 
Poor-law  in  detail,  but  to  confine  itself  to 
the  simple  and  single  question  before  it, 
whether,  under  the  circumstances,  it  was 
not  expedient  that  the  commission  should 
be  renewed  for  the  term  he  had  stated. 
He  would  not  be  betrayed  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  point  immediately  raised  by 
the  resolution  of  the  hon.  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Yoike).    The^ivon* .  Gentleman  had 
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stated  most  truly  that  it  wacfnuch  mor« 
easy  to  point  out  an  evil  than  tp  supply  a 
remedy,  and  in  the  present  state  of  the 
House,  and  at  thai  period  of  the  Sessiop, 
it  would  be  factious,  as  well  as«pram(iiur^, 
to  press  his  proposition,  tie  was  ;ua wil- 
ling to  enter  into  discussion  of  the  parti* 
cular  point  raised  by  the  hon.  Gentlenaan's 
motion,  but  he  would  juat  throw  out  for 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  consideration,  x\im 
the  particular  regulation  of  the  upiop 
workhouse  system  was  no  new  regulation. 
It  was  t  regulation  which  had  long  ei^ist^.d 
under  several  local  acts.  Wherever  several 
parishes  had  l>een  united  under  local  acts, 
and  large  union  workhouses  built  there, 
where  large  numbers  of  both  sexes  were 
congregated,  from  the  necessity,  the  abso- 
lute necessity  of  the  case,  a  division  of  the 
sexes  was  enforced.  This  had  been  the 
case  in  the  Gilbert  unions  for  the  last  fifty 
years,  and  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where, 
under  the  operation  of  a  local  act,  large 
numbers  of  both  sexes  were  congregated 
in  one  house,  and  where,  from  the  very 
necessity  of  the  case,  a  separation  was 
enforced.  It  must  be  observed,  that  an 
argument  against  such  a  division  of  the 
sexes  amounted  to  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  an  argument  against  assembling  a 
large  portion  of  paupers  in  the  same  build- 
ing. It  was  not  his  intention,  however,  to 
be  led  at  that  moment  into  a  discussion  of 
that  particular  point.  It  would  be  his 
duty- to  resist  the  hon.  Gentleman's  in- 
struction on  the  ground  he  had  stated ; 
and  upon  the  same  ground  he  should 
resist  all  other  instructions  ihat  might 
be  moved  raising  incidentally  questions 
which  really  related  to  the  Poor-law 
Amendment  Bill,  and  not  to  the 
renewal  of  the  commission.  He  hoped 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  not  deem 
this  disrespectful;  he  hoped  that  the  House 
and  the  country  would  not  think  that  it 
arose  from  any  unwilliogaess  to  bestow 
the  most  careful  consideration  upon  a 
question  so  full  of  interest  and  importance. 
It  was  because  they  entertained  a  deep 
respect  for  the  feelings  of  those  who  would 
ameliorate  the  provisions  of  what  they 
deemed  a  harsh  enaotmenti  and  because 
they  were  anxious  not  to  make  any  mis- 
take upon  a  matter  so  immediately  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  so  vast  a  portion  of 
their  fellow-subjects,  that  they  thought  it 
would  be  inexcusable  on  the  part  of  Go- 
vernment not  to  weigh  carefully  and  ma- 
turely the  measure  that  they  intended  to 
iubmit* 


Mr.  S.  W^ftley  thought  that  the  (^^ W 
mu^t  s^  ther  very  great  reasonableness  of 
whl^t  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  Baf<' 
rqn^t,  and  1^  trusted  that  the  hon.  1||| em- 
ber would  consider  that  he  would  hf 
plaoJug  eveu  those  who  were  willing  .t^ 
support  hinv  in  a  position  of  some.iiifB* 
culty,  'if  h?  should  persist  in  his  root  ion* 
The  hopf  Mamber  would  pluce  them^  in  9 
position  of  some  difficulty  for  this  rensoui 
that  it  wout^  be  repugnant  to  their  4(icli« 
natioq  tg  giye  a  vote  affirming  a  prrnciple 
i;ontrary  tq  (he  instruction  wliich  the"  lipg^ 
Gentleman  wished  to  submit  to  the  House; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  they  must  feel 
that  to  vote  with  the  hon.  Meipber  in 
favour  of  the  nstruction,  and  to  take  the 
opportunity  of  passing  a  mere  contingent 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  alter- 
ation  in  the  Poor-law  Act,  would  only 
have  the  effect  of  opening  the  door  to 
alterations  of  all  kinds  in  the  law,  and 
that  the  House  would  then,  in  fact,  be 
undertaking  to  do  that  which  the  proposal 
of  Government  had  for  its  object  to  pre- 
vent— namely,  to  commence  the  entire 
discussion  of  this  great  and  extensive 
question.  Under  these  circumstances  he 
could  not  help  thinking  that  it  was  no 
unreasonable  request  to  make  to  the  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Yorke),  that  he  should 
give  way  upon  the  present  occasion,  in 
order  to  leave  the  point  involved  in  his 
instruction  as  a  part  of  the  great  question 
to  be  discussed  hereafter.  In  saying  this 
he  did  not  intend  in  the  slightest  degree 
to  give  any  countenance,  so  far  as  any- 
thing that  he  could  say,  or  do  could  be 
taken  as  affording  a  countenance  to  any 
proposition— he  did  not  intend,  he  said, 
to  give  any  countenance  to  the  principle 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  wuhed  to  con- 
demn— the  piinciple  which  was  said  to 
justify  the  separation  of  the  sexes  to  the 
extent  to  which  it  had  been  carried  under 
the  operation  of  the  Poor-law  Amendment 
Act.  But  what  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
(Sir  James  Graham)  had  said,  was  per* 
fectly  true — that  this  question  with  respect 
to  the  separation  of  the  sexes  depended 
upon  the  question  also  as  to  whether  large 
numbers  of  paupers  should  be  collected 
in  one  House.  Therefore  if  the  House 
entered  into  the  discussion  of  whether 
the  sexes  should  be  separated,  it  must 
also  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  pro- 
hibitory order,  and  go  through  the  whole 
question  as  to  the  propriety  of  enforcing 
that  order,  namely,  that  all  those  who 
received  relief  ahpuld  be  bfouglit  into  one 
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buildiDg,  It  would  be  necessary  that  the 
House  should  do  this,  in  order  to  enable 
it  to  judge  as  to  whether  it  was  right  or 
not  that  the  sexes  should  be  separated. 
Now  this  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  reason 
for  adjourning  this  portion  of  the  great, 
extensive,  and  important  subject  to  which 
it  related.  For  his  part,  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  declaring  that  ir  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman persisted  in  pressing  his  instruc* 
tion  it  would  be  extremely  repugnant  to 
his  (Mr.  Wortley's)  inclination  and  feel- 
ing to  give  any  vote  thai  would  coun- 
tenance in  any  degree  the  principle  which 
that  instruction  went  to  condemn;  but 
yet  he  confessed  that,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances—[CAecrs/rom  the  Opposition.] 
—He  knew  what  that  cheer  meant.  It 
meant  that  he  was  unwilling  to  face  the 
question  which  the  hon.  Gentleman,  (IVfr. 
Yorke)  was  inclined  to  place  before  the 
House,  for  fear  of  embarrassing  his  Friends, 
the  Ministers.  But  that  was  not  his  feeling 
"—he  intended  to  take  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  opinions  upon  this  question 
fully,  clearly,  and  decidedly.  He  would 
not  shrink  from  making  known  to  the 
Government,  or  indeed,  to  any  who  differed 
from  him,  what  he  thought  upon  this  sub- 
lect.  But  for  the  dignity  of  the  House, 
le  thought  it  desirable  that  they  should 
now  do  one  of  two  things — either  proceed 
at  once  to  the  discussion  of  the  entire 
question — either  take  the  Poor-law  Amend- 
ment Act  in  hand,  and  deal  with  it  as  it 
was  intended  to  do  at  a  future  time,  or 
else  consent  to  allow  a  question  like  that, 
raised  by  the  present  motion,  and  which 
would  open  the  whole  question,  to  remain 
till  the  period  arrived  at  which  it  should 
appear  reasonable  to  consider  the  subject 
at  large.  When  he  looked  at  the  instruc- 
tions, of  which  notice  had  been  given,  he 
observed  that  one  of  them  was  similar  to 
that  proposed  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
York ;  while  the  second  instruction  of  the 
two,  given  notice  of  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Rochdale,  goes  to  condemn  altogether 
the  prohibitory  order  of  the  commissioners. 
He  had  the  same  objection  to  this  instruct 
tion  as  he  had  to  that  now  proposed ;  for 
if  they  allowed  these  two  instructions, 
would  they  not  be  obliged  also  to  allow  the 
questions  of  the  bastardy  clauses  and  those 
in  regard  to  the  state  of  the  Unions  7  Were 
there  not  many  other  points  on  which  hon. 
Gentlemen  would  be  entitled  to  offer  in- 
■tmctions  if  the  House  should  agree  to  the 
two  he  had  mentioned?  In  short,  Uiey  wonld 
bftve  to  take  the  whole  question  into  oon« 
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sideration,  if  they  were  prepared  to  disease 
propositions  like  those  proposed.  But,  as 
he  had  already  said,  he  thought  that  the 
present  Government  had  been  placed  in 
power  under  circumstances  in  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tam- 
worth,  and  his  colleagues,  were  justiBed  in 
asking  for  an  interval  of  time  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  question — a  question,  be 
it  remembered,  which  the  Whig  Govern* 
ment  of  1833  and  1834  took  two  years  to 
consider :  they  were,  then  surely,  justified 
in  asking  a  delay  of  two  months,  in  order 
to  investigate  well  and  fully  the  subject 
before  they  came  down  to  Parliament  with 
a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the  Pooiw 
law  on  a  satisfactory  footing.  While  he 
said  this,  he  begged  to  state  that  there 
was  one  of  the  instructions  on  the  paper 
to  which  he  thought  his  objections  did  not 
apply :  it  was  the  first  instruction,  given 
notice  of  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale 
and  was  in  the  following  terms : — 

<'  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  com- 
missioners, from  the  date  of  the  passing  of 
this  bill,  to  declare  the  formation  or  any  new 
Unions  in  districts  which  are  noi'alreadv  placed 
under  the  operation  of  the  Act  4  and  5  WiU 
liam  4th,  c  76." 

He  thought  such  a  resolution  was  in 
itself  reasonable  and  just,  independently 
altogether  of  the  merits  of  the  general 
question,  which,  for  the  next  six  months, 
might  be  considered  to  be  in  a  state  of 
suspense.  For  this  reason  he  thought  it 
but  fair  that  those  who  felt  a  strong  in- 
terest in  the  question  should  ask,  thai 
during  the  period  in  which  the  question 
was  in  such  a  state  of  suspense,  the  cosh 
missioners  should  abstain  from  carrying 
the  act  into  operation  in  places  where  it 
did  not  now  exist,  and  it  was  on  this  ae 
count  that  he  could  not  help  feeling  that 
the  second  instruction  was  of  a  totally 
different  nature  from  any  of  the  others  on 
the  paper.  He  should  unquestionably  re- 
joice if  either  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the 
Member  for  Tamworth,  or  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  Dorchester,  coold 
give  the  House  and  the  country  some 
intiination — he  did  not  mean  in  regard  to 
the  other  parts  of  the  bill,  but  some  intt- 
mation  that  so  long  as  the  question  was 
in  a  state  of  nncertaintv,  the  commis- 
sioners wonld  not  proceed  to  extend  the 
Unions  in  those  parts  of  the  country  in 
which  there  were  none  at  the  present  time. 
He  represented  a  part  of  the  country 
deeply  interested  in  this  question,  ana 
there  were  places  in  the  district  which  h« 
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had  the  hnooar  to  represeot,  where  the 
law  had  never  yet  been  introduced,  and 
he  was  but  doing  his  duty  to  those  con- 
stituents, when  he  said  that  they  had  a 
right  to  ask  that  the  question  should  be 
left  in  statu  quo  until  the  Government 
were  enabled  to  propose  their  views  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  K.  Smith  said,  that  he  Felt  for  the 
embarrassment  of  the  hon.  Member  who 
bad  just  sat  down,  when  he  recollected 
the  declaration  made  by  him  on  the 
hustings  at  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
against  the  Poor-law,  and  when  he  saw 
him  now  called  on,  either  to  take  the 
course  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  Member  for  Dorchester,  or  to  adopt 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  hon. 
Member.  The  course  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  proposed,  would,  he 
thought,  be  unbecoming  the  dignity  of 
the  House  to  adopt.  The  hon.  Member  did 
not  wish  the  leading  features  of  the  Poor- 
law  to  be  discussed— he  did  not  seem  to 
consider  the  separation  of  man  and  wife 
as  a  point  calling  for  their  interference, 
but  gave  his  support  to  the  instructions 
which  sought  to  prevent  the  commissioners 
from  extending  the  Unions  to  places  in 
which  they  had  not,  as  yet,  been  intro- 
duced. He  must  own,  that  since  they 
were  not  to  discuss  the  great  question,  as 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  been  forced 
to  announce,  after  much  expostulation, 
they  ought  not  to  make  a  deviation  in 
regard  to  a  question  which  it  might  be 
convenient  for  some  Gentlemen  opposite 
to  discuss.  If  they  were  not  to  discuss 
this  question,  in  conjunction  with  the 
question  of  the  Corn-laws— if  Gentlemen 
opposite,  whose  miraculous  powers  had 
been  so  loudly  proclaimed,  had  really  not 
advised  the  Crown,  because  they  had  no- 
thing to  advise — if  that  was  the  case,  then 
he  thought  that,  the  proposition  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Dor- 
chester, was  not  an  unfair  one  on  the  present 
occasion.  The  hon.  Member  for  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  must  attribute  his 
embarrassment  to  the  course  pursued  by 
Gentlemen  opposite.  They  had  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  continue  the  expiring  laws 
frt)m  December  next ;  but  it  was  the  com- 
mission only  that  expired.  Why  had  the 
hon.  Gentleman  not  come  forward,  and 
told  them  the  terms  on  which  he  meant 
to  continue  the  commission  ?  He  would 
not  move  any  amendment,  because  he 
believed    that  hon.   Gentlemen  opposite 


would  be  found  strong  in  opposition  to 
the  bill.  He  believed  the  hon.  Member 
for  Knaresborough  had  declared  that  a 
great  number  of  the  Gentlemen  opposite 
had  come  into  the  House  pledged  to  rap* 
port  those  representatives  who  had  gained 
their  seats  by  declarations  against  the 
Poor-law  ;  if  that  were  the  case,  why  had 
the  hon.  Gentleman  not  the  manliness  to 
state  his  views  as  to  the  continuance  of 
the  commission,  and  not  keep  paltering 
with  the  House  in  the  way  he  had  done? 
No  man  could  have  been  so  inattentive 
to  the  working:  of  the  law,  as  not  to  have 
made  up  his  mind  as  to  whether  the 
central  authority  over  the  guardians  ought 
or  ought  not  to  be  continued.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tamworth, 
had  no  doubt  on  this  point,  for  he  had 
declared  his  opinion  during  last  Parlia- 
ment, that  the  commission  ought  to  be 
continued  for  five  years.  Nor  could  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Dor- 
chester, have  any  doubt  on  this  head. 
He,  of  all  men,  was  best  able  to  say 
whether  the  commission  ought  or  ought 
not  to  be  continued.  If  any  man  could 
produce  off  hand  a  Poor-law  bill,  he  could, 
for  the  right  hon.  Baronet  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  which  sat  on  this  subject. 
[Sir  James  Graham :  No,  no ;  not  chair- 
man.] At  all  events,  the  right  hon. Ba- 
ronet took  an  active  and  a  laudable  part 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  committee.  He 
had  lately  read  the  speech  made  on  a 
recent  occasion  by  the  noble  Lord,  the 
Member  for  Monmouthshire.  That  noble 
Lord  said,  he  felt  glad  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tamworth,  had 
admitted  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for 
North  Lancashire,  and  the  right  jion.  Ba. 
ronet,  the  Member  for  Dorsetshire,  into 
his  cabinet,  because  they  were  persons  of 
the  highest  business-talent,  and  "  it  would 
have  grieved  him,'*  added  the  noble  Lord, 
**  had  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member 
for  Tamworth,  left  them  out."  Now,  this 
being  the  case,  the  business-talent  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  being  admitted,  he 
repeated,  that  if  any  one  could  have  in- 
troduced a  bill  for  the  continuance  or 
alteration  of  the  Poor-law,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  f.om  his  talents  and  knowledge 
of  the  subject,  was  the  man.  As,  how- 
ever, he  had  not  done  so,  and  as  the  great 
questions  were  to  be  held  in  abeyance,  he 
could  not  say  that  this  one  should  not  be 
of  the  number,  and  therefore,  if  called 
on,  he  would  vote  against  the  instruction 
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— in  order  that  the  sole  question  might 
be,  whether  the  Poor-law  ought  to  be 
cuDlinued  or  not*  He  saw  th^t,  many 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  desirous  of 
speaking,  and  he  anticipated  that  the 
hon.  Baronet  would  find  the  opposition  of 
his  own  party  on  this  subject  to  be  of 
rather  a  formidable  nature,  for  tlicy  were 
€veu.now  firing  at  the  right  hon.  Baroiiet 
from  behind.  ^ 

Sir  R,  Peel:  The  hon.  Gentleman  is  so 
much  excited  on  this  subject,,  that,  wish- 
ing.to  calm  down  his  suboielinate  indig- 
nation in  the  absence  of  his  leader,  I  beg 
lo  acquaint  him  that  it  was  inti^nated  to 
me  at  an  early  period  of  the  present  ses- 
sion that  the  noble  Lord  the.  Member  for 
London,  and  then  the  leader  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  intended  that  some  Bill 
should  be  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  the  Poor-law  commission  to 
thef'end  of  the  next  Sessio^.  And  the 
measure  which  is  now  proposed  is  exactly 
in  conformity  with  that  whiph  the  noble 
Lord,  if  he  had  remained  in  office,  intend- 
ed to  introduce.  The  noble  lx)rd  the 
Me^nber  for  the  City  of  London,  lately  at 
the'  head  of  her  Majesty's  Government, 
thought  it  impossible  in  the  present  ses- 
sioD^to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of 
thof^e  modifications  in  the  Poor-law,  to 
which  it  was  his  intention  to  call  the  at* 
ieiytion  of  the  House  at  a  future  tjme ; 
an(|^  it  was  his  intention  to  have  given  po- 
lice of  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  coniinu- 
i^ng.i.the  commission  during  the  interval. 
T^ii^t  was  intimated  to  me  oi)  the  part  of 
i|ie(  late  Government;  it  did  appear  to 
^jS  rational  to  make  such  s^  proposition, 
aiH|  I  confess  I  was  very  much  surprised 
whpn  the  hon.  Gentleman  favoured  the 
House  with  the  display  of  so  much  i^nne- 
ce^hry  indignation. 

•  Mr.  Jems  was  at  a  loss  to  understand 
how  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Gen- 
tle^nan  op|>osite  could  dissiiide  thqse^who 
we^'c  opposed  to  this  measure  from  giving 
their  opposition  to  it.  It  ni^ht  be  a  rea- 
son '  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  fairly  repre- 
sented the  views  taken  by  the  hon.  Mc(l;i- 
ber  for  Northampton,  but  it  was  no  ground 
whjatever  for  calling  upon  thpse  who  had 
forijierly  opposed  the  law,  .or  those .^ho 
wefe  returned  for  the  express  purpose  of 
so  doing,  not  now  to  press  on  the  present 
Government  this  question,  oi|  whicji  at  all 
evf^its,  the  Secretary  of  State  fqr  the 
Hu.uie  Department,  and  the  Members  of 
the  Government,  must  be  piepared  to  ex- 


press an  opinion,  and  with  the  details  of 
which  every  Member  of  the  House  must 
be  acquainted ;  for  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
could  not  urge  the  necessity  for  access  to 
information  peculiarly  within  reach  of  the 
Government  as  a  ground  for  delay,  infor- 
mation on  this  subject  being  as  open  to  all 
as  it  ^as  to  the  Government.  But  his  hon. 
Friend  (Mr.  V.  Smith)  did  not  apply  his 
observations  to  the  Bill  to  belntroduced  by 
the  noble  Lord.  His  complaint  was,  tl.ot 
this  was  not  a  Bill  to  renew  the  Cummis* 
sion,  but  a  Bill  to  renew  the  law— [A'o, 
no] — and  when  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
concurred  with  the  noble  Lord  in  renew- 
ing the  commission  for  five  years,  he 
thought  that  ho  ou^ht  now  to  be  prepared 
to  bring  forward  his  nleasure  boldly  and 
openly,  though  he  niight  alienate  the 
support  of  many  hon.  Gentlemen,  the  op- 
ponents of  the  measure,  by  whom  he  was 
brought  into  office.  He  apprehended  they 
had  a  right  to -call  on  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite to  tell  them  how  they  would  de;il 
with  this  measure,  and  having  opposed 
the  whole  Bill^  though  he  had  never  lent 
himself  to  excite  the  people  against  it,  he 
^ould  oppose  the  Government  on  the 
Question,  so  long  as  they  would  not  boldly 
declare  their  opinions  upon  it.  He  \\2i% 
happy  thq  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  said 
that  this  w^  something  like  the  measure 
to  be .  prppo^ed  by  the  noble  Lord  (J. 
Rus§eli),'Tor  tjjiai  nvould  release  the  hon. 
Member  for  FinsUury  (Mr.  WakleyXfrom 
all  his  ne\Y  engagements ;  for  it  was  cer- 
tain, that  if  It  had  been  proposecl  by  the 
noble  JLiord^. the  hon.  Member  would  have 
opposed  iti^as  also  would  many  other  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  When  the  address 
to  the  Crown  was  moved,  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber doubled  whether  it  admitted  the  ex- 
istence of  the  distress  in  the  country,  and 
put  the  qqestion  to.  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
who  stated  that  he  admitted  the  preva- 
lence of  great  distress.  Had  they  then 
not  time  between  that  and  winter,  when 
distress  was  increasing,  and  when,  in  con- 
sequence, thousands  of  people  were  ground 
to  th^  dust^— had  they  not  time  to  spare 
from  their  shooting  and  hunting  and  re- 
cr.eatiQ.n8,  to  jnquire  at  least  into  the 
causes  of  that  distress?  He  spoke  not  of 
the  great,  R^iancial  question  on  which  it 
was  said  time  should  be  aiTorded,  but  of 
that  mode  of  adrnihistering  relief  by  which 
it  was  supposed,  bjy^some  that  distress  was 
greatly  increased.  Was  further  informa- 
tion required  or  not?  or  had  they  not  to 
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deal'  with  the  one  or  two  inain  principles 
which  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  J.  Gra- 
ham) had  contested,  step  by  step,  with 
Mr.  Walter,  the  late  Member  for  Not- 
tiDgharo,  and  beat  him  on  them?    When 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  said,  that  the  Sj^- 
paration  of  the  sexes  was  a  necessary  con- 
sequence of  assembling  a  'large  body  of 
persons  in   one   institution,   was   he  not 
aware  that  this  assembly  was  owing  to  the 
refusal   to  grant  out-door   relief?     And 
when  they  considered  that,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain relief,  the  poor  were  obliged  to  s^ll 
any  furniture  they  might  possess  (o  enti^r 
the  workhouse,  thereby  taking  from  them 
(he  means  of  returning  to  their  homes — 
when  this  was  considered,  and  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  the  poor  was  doplored  jn 
that  House,  but  not  remedied — when  ^1 
this  was  considered,  was  It  too  ;'much  ^o 
cati  Upon  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  enter 
upon   th6  consideration  of  the  subject.? 
And  would  it  satisfy  the  people  to  know 
that  hon.Genilemen  opposite  wanted  time 
to  inquire  into  what  they  had  uniformly 
opposed  out  of  office,  and  on  which  they 
had  excited  the  people  to  remedy  which, 
i^hen  in  office,  they  had  not  the  courage  to 
undertake  the  responsibility?  f/fcar,  hear, 
from  Sir  R,  Peel.']     He  understood  the 
right  1ion.  Baronet's  cheer,  but  the  riglit 
hon.  Bafonet  could  not  accuse  him  of  ex- 
citing his  constituents  on   the  subjec(. 
He  had  never  addressed  them. on  the  sub- 
ject at  all.     He  had  been,  uniformly  op- 
posed to  the  mifasure,  but  he  h4d  scorned 
to  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  the 
people'.     He  had  scorned  to  make  it  the 
means  of  his  advancement  out  of    the 
House,  and  to  shrink  frOii(  the  responsibi- 
lity of  opposing  it  there  if  it   ivere  the 
means  of  annoyance  to  the  party   witji 
whfch  he  was  connected.    The  only  ex- 
cuse that  could  be  made' for  separating 
the  House  at  ihHX  period  of  the  jear  was, 
that  it  would  be  convenient  for  the  pre- 
sent to  forget  die  distress  of  the  people.  , 
Mr.  PdJEi/<p /on  deprecated  the  acrimony 
vith  which  it  seemed  that  this  debate  was 
be  carried  X>u.j  With  respect  to » the 
^tion  of   separation 'of  the  sexes   fn 
houses,    he    Mleyed    he.  might  go 
d  the  ri8;ht  hon.  Member  for  Dor- 
•*(Sir  J.  Graham/,  because,  not 
'he  Gilbert  union  wbrkhouses,  but 
yell  t'cguUtedworkhouie  through, 
ti^ffgdom,  the  separation  of  tl^ 
'  'irried  into  effect.  For  his  pari, 
that  the  House  should  be 
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troubled  with  these  instructions.  He  could 
not  see  the  propriety  of  them.  They 
appeared  to  him  to  form  a  bad  and  un- 

fracious  return  for  the  spirit  in  which  h^r 
fajesty's  Government  had   brought  for- 
ward this  measure.     This  bill  was  to  con- 
tinue the  Poor-law  Commission  till  next 
July,  thereby  offering  a  guarantee  to  the 
House  and  the  country  that  the  whole  of 
the    subject   should    be   fully  gone   into 
before  that  period.     He  thought,  there- 
fore, it  was  undesirable  and  premature  to 
enter  in)o  this  discussion  at  present,  for  it 
did  seem  to  him  that  the  manner  in  which 
the  Government  had  brought  forward  this 
bill  was  calculated   to  give  them  an  in- 
I  creased  claim   to   the   confidence  of  .the 
country.     The  accession  of  her  Majesty ts 
Government  to  power  was  in  the  mode  of 
it,  a  full  proof  of  the  confidence  of  the 
country.     He   did  not   believe,  thai  any 
Government  had^vor  succeeded  to  power 
carrying  with  them  moreof  theconfiaence 
of   the    country    than   the   present;    he 
thought   that    no   Government  had  ever 
fallen  from  power  more  generally  distrus- 
ted than  the  late  Government;  and  with 
respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  Opposition, 
.he  must  say  that  their  conduct  savoured 
more  of  faction  than  that  ofany  Op|)osi- 
tion  he  had  ever  heard  of,  pressing  as  they 
did,  night  after  night,  upon  her  Majesty's 
Government,  in   order  to  force  them  to 
declare  .with  regard  to  eVery  oi^e  of  the 
great  questions  of  the  Corp-.|aw,  of  the 
Poor-law,  of   the   distress,  .and  of   the 
finances,  what  measures  they  were  pre- 
(pared  to  advise  and  adoj^t,  and^  declaring 
that  it  was  their  bounden  duty  to  proceed 
;to    legislation    immediately.     ^iVo,  .no.^ 
Why,  they  had  been  told  iii  his  bearing, 
[not   three    nights   ago,   that  winter  was 
coming  on,  and  that  with,  regard  to  the 
Poc^-law  it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  her 
Majesty's  Government   not  to  admit  of 
any  delay,  biit  to  agree  to  proceed  with 
the  discussion   of  the   various  points  of 
the  measure.     It  was  the  hon.  Member 
for  Dover,  he  thought,  who  had  used  this 
^argument.    But  if  anything  could  shake 
the  confidence  of  the  couiUry  in  her  Ma- 
jestj^'s  prcfent  Government,  it  would  be 
their  hastily  goiqg.  into  this  jiscussion^ 
and    not  taking    time  to  give  .a  mature 
consideration  to  the  whole. of  the  enact- 
ments of  Che  Poor-law  as  «^ell  as  its  prac- 
tical operation.     He  f^greed  that«.with  res- 
pect to  this  question  of  the  Poor-law,  the 
country  was  in  a  very  critical  state;  that 
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the  fiDancet  were  embarrassed,  trade  de- 
pressed, and  that  we  were  in  many  re- 
spects in  a  disastrous  position.  He  believed 
that  the  history  of  the  year  1841  would 
be  found  to  be  a  complete  blank  as  regarded 
useful  legislation,  and  that  hereafter  pub- 
lic attention  would  come  to  be  forcibly 
directed  to  this  fact;  but  to  whom  would 
they  attribute  such  an  extraordinary  result? 
Not  to  her  Majesty's  present  Government. 
No;  they  would  attach  thip  cause  of  all 
this  to  the  former  Government,  who,  in- 
stead of  giving  their  attention,  in  the  last 
year  of  their  holding  office,  to  the  means 
of  removing  the  existing  distress  had 
preferred  to  devote  themselves  to  a  des- 
perate attempt  to  keep  up  their  own  power. 
But,  however  this  might  be,  he  would  say, 
that  he  cared  not  what  was  represented 
out  of  doors,  he  should  not  fail  to  express 
the  favourable  opinion  which  he  enter- 
tained with  regard  to  the  Poor-law.  As 
to  the  taunt  with  which  the  Opposition 
had  been  pleased  to  attack  hon.  Members 
on  his  side  of  the  House — namely,  that 
thev  had  made  use  of  the  Poor-law  in 
adclresses  to  theirx:onstituencies — he  would 
say,  for  himself  that  he  had  never  held 
other  language  to  his  constituents  than 
that  which  he  had  held  in  his  place  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  And  he  had  no 
reason  to  do  so,  because  he  believed  that 
the  character  and  tendency  of  the  Poor- 
law,  were  such  as  to  entitle  it  to  the 
approbation  of  the  country.  He  went 
further,  and  he  said,  with  respect  to  the 
commissioners,  that  without  concurring 
in  all  they  had  done — on  the  contrary, 
he  had  sometimes  had  occasion  to  remon- 
strate with  them — he  thought  that,  placed 
in  circumstances  of  great  difficulty,  as 
they  had  been,  they  most  ably  discharged 
their  duties,  and,  he  believed,  with  the 
very  best  and  purest  intentions.  With 
respect  to  the  Gentleman  who  lately  filled 
the  office  of  first  commissioner,  and  who 
was  related  to  the  rigltt  hon.  Gentleman 
in  the  Chair,  he  had  discharged  the  duties 
cast  upon  him,  in  a  situation  of  peculiar 
difficulty,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  gain 
universal  approbation.  Having  said  so 
much,  he  conld  not  withhold  the  tribute 
of  his  applause  from  those  who  had  to 
carry  into  effect  the  details  of  the  mea- 
sure ;  and  he  would  say,  that,  as  far  as  the 
gentry  of  England  had  been  concerned  in 
working  out  the  measure,  they  had  under- 
taken and  discharged  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  law  without  reference  to  party  or 


political  considerations.  The  gentry  of 
England  had  shown  in  their  conduct  in 
this  respect  a  perfect  freedom  from  party 
feelings.  Once  more  he  must  beg  leave 
most  earnestly  to  deprecate  entering  into 
the  discussions  it  was  proposed  to  create 
by  this  and  the  other  instructions  to  the 
committee  on  this  bill.  In  his  opinion 
those  were  no  friends  of  the  Poor-law  who 
represented  its  merit  to  consist  in  having 
effected  a  saving  of  rates.  That  was  not 
the  main  object  of  the  bill.  Such  waa 
not  the  object  of  the  gentry  of  England  in 
working  out  the  measure,  who  in  doing  so 
had  shown  an  entire  absence  of  parly  feel- 
ing. He  wished  that  hon.  Members  should 
study  to  acquire  this  feeling,  for  it  was  the 
proper  feeling  and  the  proper  spirit  in 
which  such  a  subject  ought  to  be  discussed* 
There  was  no  subject  more  important — 
there  was  no  subject  more  deeply  affect- 
ing the  welfare  of  the  people — there  waa 
no  subject  which  |the  House  of  Commons 
ought  to  approach  with  more  of  deliber- 
ative calmness.  He  asked  hon.  Gentlemen 
whether  they  were  prepared  to  deny  this  ? 
Let  the  House  approach  the  subject,  not 
then,  but  next  Session,  with  an  anxious 
desire  to  remove  deficiencies  and  imper- 
fections, and  to  increase  the  material  com- 
forts of  the  people.  For  himself,  be 
would  say  that  he  should  be  most  willing 
favourably  to  consider  any  amendments 
that  might  be  proposed — any  that  would 
make  the  law  more  acceptable  to  the 
great  body  of  the  people— but  he  did 
hope  that  her  Majesty's  Ministers,  anxious 
as  they  were,  he  was  sure,  to  make  the 
law  more  acceptable  to  the  people,  would 
not  in  doing  so  depart  from  any  of  its 
great  principles. 

Mr.  C  BuUer  said,  that  he  to  entirely 
concurred  with  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
speech,  that  he  should  make  no  further 
allusion  to  the  former  part  than  to  say, 
that  he  hoped  the  next  time  the  hon. 
Member  came  down  with  the  intention  of 
addressing  to  the  House  his  exhortations 
to  lay  aside  oarty  and  political  feelings,  be 
would  not  allow  himself  to  be  seduced  into 
every  possible  irritating  subject.  In  the 
substance  of  the  hon.  Member's  admonition 
he  fully  agreed,  and  he  hoped  that  on  a 
question  which  concerned  interests  that 
would  last,  not  for  a  day  or  a  year,  or  for 
the  duration  of  a  Ministry,  on  a  question 
which  so  much  and  so  deeply  affected  the 
permanent  interesu  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
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land,  tbe  House  of  Commons  would  be 
enabled  to  go  to  tbe  discussion  wiibout 
indulging  in  tbe  exbibiiion  of  the  lowest 
party  feelings.  He  bad  come  down, 
tbougb  not  very  well  able  to  do  so, 
because  be  tbougbt  it  bis  duty  to  support 
her  Majesty's  Ministers  on  this  occasion. 
He  bad  voted  for  the  Poor-law  Amend, 
ment  Bill  when  it  first  was  brought  for- 
ward; he  bad  voted  for  it  ever  since  ;  be 
had  supported  it  before  bis  constituents ; 
and  be  was  ready  to  support  it  now, 
although  he  was  prepared  to  consider  and 
support  amendments  of  whatever  should 
be  found  to  be  harsh  or  severe  in  the  ope- 
ration of  tbe  law.  He  bad  come  down  to 
support  her  Majesty's  Ministers  in  defence 
of  what  he  believed  to  be  an  honest  and  a 
wise  law,  which  he  firmly  believed  was 
meant  to  promote  tbe  best  interests  of  tbe 
people,  and  which,  in  his  opinion,  was  the 
best  law  that  was  ever  constructed  in  this 
country,  with  tbe  best  motives,  with  a 
view  to  support  tbe  moral  and  social  wel- 
fare of  the  people.  This  measure  of  the 
Government  be  regarded  as  a  wise  mea- 
sure. Many  hon.  Members  bad  said,  that 
there  prevailed  great  distress  throughout 
the  country ;  then  he  should  say,  if  that 
were  so,  let  not  Parliament  proceed  to 
deal  with  a  permanent  measure  under  the 
influence  of  that  feeling  which  the  sense 
of  such  distress  must  necessarily  occasion. 
In  his  opinion  the  Queen's  Government 
had  done  most  wisely  in  proposing  the 
simple  continuance  of  tbe  measure  until 
there  should  be  sufficient  time  for  careful 
and  deliberate  discussion.  He  said  this, 
not  merely  because  tbe  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  were  only  recently  appointed  to 
their  offices,  but  because  it  was  most  im- 

Krtant  that  Parliament  should  not  legis- 
:e  without  full  and  careful  examination. 
He  therefore  put  it  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  York  to  say  whether  under  the  circum- 
stances, he  thought  it  right  to  press  bis 
instruction.  Could  he  fairly,  in  such  a 
state  of  tbe  House  and  of  the  country, 
call  upon  them  to  pass  a  single  detail, 
being  part  of  a  measure  involving  matters 
of  so  much  delicacy  and  of  such  great 
moment  as  the  provisions  of  the  Poor- 
law  Amendment  Act?  He  hoped  that 
the  hon.  Member  for  York  would  be  in- 
duced to  look  at  bis  own  proposition  in 
this  point  of  view — that  voting  for  it 
amounted  to  voting  that  the  act  as  it  now 
stood  required  no  other  alteration  than 
that  which  his  own  instruction  went  to 


effect — that,  in  short,  every  other  part  of 
the  measure  was  unobjectionable.  To 
him  it  appeared,  that  if  they  must  take 
tbe  instruction  of  tbe  hon.  Member  for 
York,  they  ought  to  go  into  the  whole  of 
tbe  act  from  beginning  to  the  end,  and 
then  with  diligence  they  might,  by  con- 
tinuing their  sittings  till  this  time  next 
year,  make  some  approach  to  a  conclusion 
of  the  undertaking.  He  scarcely  believed 
that  any  one  of  the  clauses  would  escape  ; 
he  believed  that  there  would  be  amend- 
ments moved  upon  every  line  of  every 
clause.  That  being  so,  be  took  tbe  liberty 
of  suggesting  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
York,  to  allow  bis  amendment  to  share  tbe 
same  fate  as  all  the  other  amendments 
which  were  to  be  proposed  to  the  existing 
law.  Before  be  sat  down,  be  wished  to 
make  one  remark  upon  the  speech  which 
tbe  House  had  beard  from  tbe  hon.  Mem* 
ber  for  tbe  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  It 
appeared  to  him,  that  that  hon.  Member 
was  perfectly  consistent.  He  did  not 
mean  to  defend  tbe  consistency  of  tbe 
hon.  Member  from  day  to  day— he  could 
not  do  that  for  any  one;  but  what  he 
meant  to  say  was,  that  tbe  conduct  of  the 
hon.  Member  was,  upon  the  whole,  consis- 
tent—that was  to  say,  that  the  speech 
which  the  hon.  Member  made  that 
night  in  tbe  House  was  not  inconsistent 
with  tbe  address  which  he  delivered  to  bis 
constituents  in  Yorkshire.  Doubtless,  tbe 
speech  made  in  Yorkshire  was  nothing 
like  so  sensible  or  discreet  as  that  which 
be  bad  delivered  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.  He,  of  course,  did  not  on  tbe 
hustings  tell  his  constituents  that  be  would 
support  a  motion  for  postponing  the  con- 
sideration of  tbe  subject  for  six  months — 
the  hon.  Member  said  nothing  of  the 
sort ;  if  be  bad  he  might  probably  not 
have  obtained  tbe  support  of  so  many 
voters  as  gave  him  the  benefit  of  their 
suffrages;  and  had  he  made  the  same 
sensible  speech  on  the  hustings  that  be 
did  in  that  House,  be  possibly  never 
would  have  been  returned  to  Parliament. 
The  amendment  of  tbe  hon.  Member  for 
Rochdale  stood  upon  a  totally  different 
ground  from  that  now  under  tbe  consider* 
ation  of  tbe  House,  and  he  confessed  be 
did  not  understand  how  those  who  op- 
posed tbe  present  law  could  fail  to  see  the 
subject  in  the  same  light  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  tbe  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 
It  was  impossible  for  those  who  opposed 
tbe  measure  to  say,  that  it  was  equally  ob- 
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jectionable  all  over  the  kingdom.  They 
might  apply  to  it  the  most  opprobrious 
epiihels ;  they  might  say,  '*  Down  with 
the  Bastiles;*'  they  might  cry  out  that 
the  law  was  abominable,  that  it  was  dia- 
bolical: they  might  rebel  against  the 
tyrannical  government  of  the  three  devil 
kings,  but  with  what  show  of  reason 
couTd  they  support  a  proposition  for 
merely  dealing  with  a  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  leaving  the  old  system  still 
to  exerciseitsevil  influence  over  a  portionof 
the  country?  The  hon.  Member  had  spoken 
of  the  status  quo ;  but  a  status  quo  could 
only  be  said  to  subsist  between  equal  bel- 
ligerents, it  could  not  have  any  existence 
in  a  case  between  a  law  on  the  one  hand, 
and  those  who  were  agitating  against  that 
law  on  the  other.  But,  whatever  he  might 
have  to  say  regarding  the  conduct  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Yorkshire,  he  was  at 
least  very  glad  to  have  the  benefit  of  his 
assistance  in  supporting  her  Majesty's 
Government  upon  the  present  occa^iion. 
He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything  offensive, 
bat,  without  meaning  the  least  disrespect 
to  any  individual,  he  must  be  permitted 
to  observe,  that  there  had  been  a  gooil 
deal  of  humbug  <m  the  subject  of  the 
Poor-law ;  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of 
vague  nonsense  talked  about  it,  and  he 
would  add,  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of 
dishonesty,  and  what  he  wished  to  do  was 
to  bring  Gentlemen  to  the  test  on  this 
subject.  He  wished  to  keep  the  House 
and  the  country  from  being  misled  by 
false  hopes,  and  above  all,  he  wished  to 
save  the  country  from  being  agitated 
respecting  plans  which  could  not  be  carried 
out.  The  question  which  hon.  Members 
had  to  put  to  themselves  was  this— would 
they  support  a  measure  which  the  present 
Government  favoured,  and  which  the  late 
Government  likewise  supported  ?  Did  any 
one  in  that  House  hope  to  be  able  to  show 
by  a  majority  on  such  motions  as  the 
present,  that  the  Poor-law  would  be 
repealed. 

Colonel  Wood,  (Brecon)  (hanked  the 
hon.  Member  who  spoke  last,  for  having 
restored  the  tone  of  good  humour  in  which 
such  a  debate  ought  to  be  carried  on,  and 
he  sincerely  hoped  that  nothing  would 
induce  them  to  conduct  the  discussion  of 
this  most  important  question  with  the 
feelings  of  partisans.  For  his  part,  he  did 
not  think  the  proposition  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 
at  all  so  unreasonable  as  to  the  minds  of 


some  hon.  Members  it  appeared  to  be. 
The  Poor-laws  had  been  with  him  no  topic 
of  declamation  at  the  hustings ;  he  had 
never  used  them  for  any  purposes  of  agi- 
tation ;  but  the  House,  he  trusted,  would 
recollect,  that  when  the  continued  exist- 
ence of  the  commission  was  under  the 
consideration  of  that  House,  he  voted  its 
continuance  only  for  a  few  years,  and  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  when  the 
bill  was  passing  through  that  House,  there 
was  a  vast  number  of  Members  who  had 
no  idea  that  the  measure  was  to  be  ap- 
plied indiscriminately  to  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom.  The  general  opinion  of  the 
House  was,  that  the  Poor-law  operated 
most  injuriously  in  the  southern  counties, 
but  that  many  of  its  evils  did  not  exist  in 
the  north.  They  thought,  and  as  he  be- 
lieved were  right  in  so  thinking,  that  in 
the  north,  the  wages  of  labourers  were  not 
piiid  out  of  the  poor-rates,  and  that  the 
cottage  rents  were  not  paid  out  of  them. 
In  the  principality  they  certainly  were  not 
defrayed  by  the  rates.  He,  and  those 
who  thought  with  him,  were  certainly  of 
opinion  that  where  the  evils  to  which  he 
referred  did  not  exist,  the  parishes  ought 
not  to  be  formed  into  unions.  Ttiat  was 
a  view  of  the  subject  which  influenced  his 
mind  at  the  time,  and  he  coold  show  that 
the  provisions  which  ought  to  be  foanded 
on  it  were  not  in  themselves  unreasonaMe. 
Under  all  the  circumstances  he  did  hope 
that  the  hon.  Member  fbr  York  would  not 
press  his  motion,  and  it  was  to  be  hoped 
that  no  hon.  Member  would  suppose  ttiat 
Government  made  the  present  proposition 
from  any  wish  to  stave  off  the  evil  day. 
He  was  sure  there  was  nothing  like  so 
much  cause  of  complaint  as  some  people 
supposed.  In  the  union  of  which  he  was 
ex  officio  a  guardian,  they  had  done  all  in 
their  power  to  prevent  the  separation  of 
aged  men  and  women.  They  had,  he 
trusted,  succeeded  in  rendering  their  work- 
house what  it  ought  to  be,  a  place  of  alms 
and  a  school  for  the  benefit  of  all  who 
entered  it.  He  hoped,  then,  that  the 
whole  question  would  be  allowed  to  stand 
over  till  they  met  after  Christmas. 

Captain  Pecheil  did  not  regard  the 
present  as  a  factious  opposition;  but  he 
wished  to  know  whether  it  were  the  inten- 
tion of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  take 
those  towns  out  of  the  operation  of  the 
measure  which  had  local  acts  of  their 
own,  and  whether  it  was  intended,  antler 
the  new  bill,  to^j^i^gspt^hfod^laQea^ 


Ml 


Po&T'Law 


{Sem.27} 


Commtttioit. 


903 


under  Oilbert's  Act.  Tn  the  latter  diss, 
h«  believed,  that  relief  was  now  adminis- 
tered to  the  poor  in  a  manner  that  gave 
satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Before  he  gave 
his  vote,  he  wished  to  ascertain  what  the 
intentions  of  the  Government  were. 

Mr.  H.  Hinde  said,  that  to  every  one  of 
the  amendments  he  had  originally  advo- 
cated, he  still  adhered.  He  was  now,  as 
he  had  previously  been,  of  opinion,  that 
the  administration  of  the  Pour-law  ought 
to  be  transferred  from  tiie  commisnioners 
to  a  re8f)0nsiblc  Minister  of  the  Croan, 
who  wonkl  always  have  a  seat  in  that 
House,  and  he  dtd  not  Ihink  that  snoh  a 
Minister— still  less  that  the  commissioners 
— should  possess  the  power  of  legislating  : 
he  should  limit  their  authority  to  the 
mere  execution  of  the  law,  for  he  was  un- 
wtl(j<iig  to  trust  any  man  with  the  power 
of  affixing  a  stigma  upon  one  who  had  not 
been  convicted  of  any  offence.  He  well 
knew  thai  separation  coold  not  be  avoided 
in  the  present  state  of  the  unions,  and, 
therefore,  he  held  that  out- door  relief 
ought  to  be  granted.  He  should  support 
neitlier  the  one  instruction  nor  the  other, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  vote  for  postfioning 
the  whole  matter  tifl  the  entire  machinery 
of  the  Poor  law  could  be  brought  under 
their  conskieration. 

8tr  H.  Fleetwood  had  recently  received 
two  letters  from  constituents  of  his  in 
Preston,  expressing  in  the  strongest  terms 
the  objections  which  they  fell  to  the  re- 
enactment  of  the  Poor>law.  He  should 
not  tfien  go  into  the  general  question, 
fbr  he  quite  agreed  with  those  who  thought 
that  it  ought  to  be  postponed  till  the 
House  next  met.  He  wished,  however, 
to  say,  that  he  hoped  during  the  ap» 
proaching  recess,  no  parish  not  now  under 
the  hiw  would  be  placed  within  the  scope 
of  ita  provisions.  According  to  one  of  the 
letters  which  he  held  iu  his  hand,  a  petitk>n 
on  the  subject  of  the  present  measure  had 
been  forwarded  to  his  hon.  colleague,  the 
late  Member  for  Yorkshire,  signed  by  1 ,260 
of  his  constititents,  every  one  of  whom  had 
appended  to  his  name  a  statement  of  his 
residence  and  his  trade.  These  petition- 
ers were  all  out  of  employment,  and  were 
now  living  upon  the  bounty  of  such 
amongst  their  neighbours,  as  were  able  to 
give  them  any  support,  ft  surely  might 
be  allowed  to  persons  to  act  on  behalf  of 
their  own  funds,  instead  of  having  to  look 
for  their  administration  to  the  poor,  to 
wfiat  he  should  always  coftsider  the  uncon- 


stitutional appointment  of  commissioners 
in  London.  He  did  not  wish  to  occasion 
any  embarrassment  to  the  Government, 
and  was  willing  to  let  the  matter  rest  to 
the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  provided 
discretionary  power  were  given  to  the 
boards  of  guardians  in  the  intermediute 
time  to  try  any  beneficial  measures  which 
might  appear  desirable  to  them  in  their 
neighbouriioods,  for  it  was  from  that  alone 
that  any  proper  legislation  could  come ; 
and  that  if  the  discussion  of  this  question 
was  put  off  till  next  spring,  it  was  to  be 
with  the  understanding,  that  any  part  of 
the  country  not  yet  put  under  a  un  on 
should  not  be  so  put,  that  out-duor  relief 
should  be  enabled  to  be  given,  and  that  all 
boards  of  guardians  be  requested  to  endea- 
vour to  show  how  improvements  may  be 
elFi'Cted,  that  that  House  might  come  to 
the  discussion  of  this  question  with  full 
information  before  them,  free  from  party 
feeling,  and  with  the  determination  to 
legislate  a  good  law  for  the  country. 

Mr.  Grimsditch  said,  he  should  consent 
to  the  delay  in  the  settlement  of  this 
question  which  was  demanded,  and  was 
anxious  to  state  his  reasons  Ibr  ao  con- 
senting. When  they  looked  at  the  num- 
ber of  notices  of  amendments  in  the  law. 
which  had  been  given  from  both  sides  of 
the  House  in  the  last  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, very  little  less  than  140,  he  thought 
it  would  be  very  inexpedient  and  undesir- 
able to  legislate  hastily  on  this  sobject ; 
and,  therefore,  he  entreated  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  city  of  York  not  to  press 
his  amendment.  He  was  firmly  of  opin- 
ion, that  this  law  might  he  carried  into 
cflfect  without  the  central  and  unconstitu- 
tional power  of  the  Poor-law  commission- 
ers. He  would  undertake  to  say,  that  in 
any  given  district  of  England— let  them 
take  Sheffield,  if  they  thought  proper, 
where  the  commissioners  had  been  more 
fortunate  than  in  other  districts— if  they 
f  anvassed  the  opinions  of  the  mkldle 
classes  of  the  people  of  this  country,  they 
would  find,  that  the  system  on  which  this 
taw  was  carried  out  waa  universally  con- 
demned. The  working  of  the  system  of 
the  New  Poor-law  was  doing  senous  injury 
fo  our  social  system — it  was  drying  up 
the  aources  of  private  charity  and  ^ng 
more  mischief  than  the  House  was  aware 
of.  But  in  the  present  unprepared  state 
of  the  Government,  he  thought  it  most 
unfair  to  press  on  this  sobject  for  discus- 
sion. He  trusted,  that  in  any  bill  which 
2G2 
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the  right  hon.  Baronet  might  bring  in  on 
this  subject,  he  would  not  rely  on  inform- 
ation which  emanated  from  Somerset- 
house,  but  that  he  would  form  his  opin- 
ions from  the  experience  of  others,  and 
from  other  statements.  He  would  suggest 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  that  he 
should  make  inquiries  in  the  country  as  to 
the  working  of  the  Poor-law  Bill,  and 
that  those  inquiries  should  be  made  by 
persons  wholly  independent,  uninterested, 
and  without  salary,  by  experienced  per- 
sons, and  men  of  character  and  honour.' 
There  were  several  principles  in  the  bill 
which  he  thought  highly  objectionable — 
the  workhouse  test,  for  example.  Out  of 
twenty-six  unions^  there  were  six  or  eight 
with  a  population  of  from  50,000  to 
100,000  inhabitants,  and  in  each  union 
there  were  at  least  from  3,000  to  4,000 
paupers,  and  how  was  it  possible  to  apply 
the  workhouse  test  to  all  these,  and  fully 
to  carry  out  this  principle  ?  Again,  what 
was  the  law  in  one  union,  was  not  the  law 
in  another.  Now,  a  law  to  be  just  and 
good,  ought  to  be  uniform  and  affect  all, 
and  not  to  be  binding  on  but  part  of  the 
community.  He  trusted,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department, 
before  be  brought  in  his  bill,  would  well 
consider  all  these  points,  and  that  the 
main  principle  of  his  bill  would  be  to  ab- 
rogate centralization,  and  to  re-establish 
the  system  of  self-government  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  parochial  funds. 

Mr.  Wigney  said,  he  was  one  of  those 
who  had  suflfered  so  much  from  the  cry 
against  the  Poor-law,  which  had  been  get 
op  upon  the  hustings  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  that  he  should  support  the  mo- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  for  York.  He 
really  thought,  that  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site had  brought  this  question  upon  them- 
selves, by  their  conduct  on  the  hustings. 
He  much  deprecated,  that  hoo.  Members 
should  use  questions  of  this  kind  in  order 
to  mislead  and  rouse  the  passions  of  their 
constituencies.  If  the  hon.  Member  for 
York  felt  it  necessary  to  divide  the  House 
on  this  question,  he  (Mr.  Wigney)  should 
vote  with  himi  But  he  thought  there  was 
much  good  sense  in  the  observations  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Dorchester,  that  it  was  the  determination 
of  the  Government  to  take  this  measure 
into  deliberate  consideration,  and  to  weigh 
well  all  its  difficulties,  in  order  to  bring 
forward  a  good  measure ;  yet  he  had  been 
90  used  01)  the  husting;s  and  elsewhere  on 


this  question,  that  he  was  unable  to  acl 
impartially,  and  felt  called  upon  to  sup* 
port  the  proposition  of  the  Member  for 
York. 

Viscount  Sandon  said,  as  one  of  those 
Gentlemen  who  had  been  guilty  of  the 
heinous  crime  of  having  expressed  his 
opinion  on  the  Poor-law,  he  begged  to 
rise  to  vindicate  his  opinion.  It  was  the 
first  time  that  this  language  had  beea 
used  in  the  House — that  or  great  qoes* 
tions  of  internal  policy  Members  who  ap« 
peared  before  their  constituents  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  their  opinions  should 
be  told  they  ought  to  suppress  them. 
Was  it  only  to  be  allowed  to  a  Whig  or  a 
Radical  to  have  an  opinion  and  to  express 
it  ?  Why  was  it  that  a  Tory  alone  was  not 
to  express  his  opinion  ?  Why  was  it  to  be 
allowed  to  Whigs  and  Radicals  to  oppose 
and  abuse  the  Poor-law  if  they  thought 
fit,  but  that  a  Conservative  was  to  be 
thought  to  be  only  tampering  with  the 
feelings  of  his  constituents  if  he  expressed 
his  opinion  ?  This  tyranny  of  opinion  was 
not  to  be  tolerated.  The  Conservatives 
had  a  right  to  express  their  opinions ;  and 
he  would  not  be  deterred  by  any  state- 
ments which  might  be  made  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  from  expressing  boldly 
those  opinions  which  he  entertain^  to  his 
constituents.  And  certainly,  for  Gentle- 
men on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House 
to  talk  of  "  appealing  to  the  passions  of 
the  people/'  as  if  they  so  carefully  ab- 
stained from  appealing  to  their  passions* 
was  most  inconsistent.  The  trick  of  the 
big  loaf  and  the  little  loaf  was  not  forgot- 
ten, nor  yet  their  habitude  of  calling  the 
Conservatives  tyrants  and  oppressors.  It 
really  came  with  a  bad  grace  for  them  to 
say  that  those  who  took  the  liberty  of  dis- 
senting from  the  wisdom  and  humanity  of 
the  Poor-law  did  so  only  to  inflame  the 
passions  of  the  people.  He  for  one  would 
not  submit  to  such  dictation,  that  a  Con- 
servative alone  was  to  be  forbidden  to  ex« 
press  his  opinion  on  that  or  any  other 
measure.  The  proposition  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  York  might  be  good,  but  he 
was  not  to  be  driven  out  of  season  and 
out  of  place  to  support  it.  By  voting  for 
one  or  two  instructions  here  or  there,  they 
should  not  do  justice  to  the  measure.  The 
question  was  one  of  extreme  difficulty, 
and  one  that  required  to  be  looked  at  as  a 
whole  and  not  in  part ;  and  he  could  con- 
ceive nothing  more  important  for  the  pro- 
per consideration  of  this  questiou  than  thut 
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her  Majesty's  Ministers  should  employ  the 
next  three  or  four  months  in  maturely 
looking  into  it,  and  when  the  whole  ques- 
tion was  properly  reviewed  to  present  the 
result.  And  if  it  did  not  then  appear  that 
the  opinion  of  the  Go?ernroent  coincided 
with  that  of  individual  members,  that  those 
Members  should  be  at  liberty  (not  with 
any  factious  feeling)  to  come  forward  and 
maintain  in  a  straightforward  manner  their 
own  views.  For  these  reasons  he  did  not 
feel  called  on  to  support  the  opinions  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  York,  but  concurred 
most  heartily  in  the  policy  of  her  Majes- 
ty's Government  in  referring  the  measure 
for  due  consideration » 

Mr*  C.  Wood  deprecated  the  introduc- 
tion into  the  discussion  of  this  question  of 
party  and  political  feelings ;  and  he  really 
felt  that  nothing  had  fallen  from  his  side 
of  the  House  to  justify  the  observations 
which  had  been  made  by  the  noble  Lord. 
Hon.  Members  on  his  side  of  the  House 
fully  admitted  the  right  of  openly  ex- 
pressing opinions  on  this  as  on  other  sub- 
jects* It  was  a  right  they  claimed  for 
themselves.  He  had  expressed  to  his  con- 
stituents his  entire  approbation  of  the 
whole  principle  and  general  tenour  of  the 
Poor-law  Bill,  without,  at  the  same  time, 
agreeing  to  all  its  details ;  and  he  should, 
therefore,  be  the  last  person  to  deny  to  the 
noble  Lord  the  right  of  expressing  to  his 
constituents  his  opposition  to  the  measure. 
But  what  he  and  those  around  him  ob- 

J'ected  to  was^  that  the  opposition  to  the 
?oor-law  Bill  had  been  made  use  of  as  an 
engiQe  of  political  warfare.  That  was  what 
they  objected  to,  what  they  had  a  right  to 
object  to,  and  what  he  was  sure  his  noble 
Friend  would  not  venture  to  justify.  Now, 
in  that  part  of  the  country  with  which  he 
was  connected  such  a  course  had  been 
pursued,  and  the  best  proof  of  it  was,  that 
until  the  election  of  1837  no  warmth  of 
feeling  whatever  had  existed  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Poor-law  in  the  West  Rid- 
ing of  the  county  of  York ;  while  the  best 
proof  that  the  feeling  existing  at  the  pe- 
riod of  elections  was  fictitious  was  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  strong  opinions  had 
been  expressed  in  those  parts  of  that  rid* 
ing  only  where,  practically  speaking,  the 
due  administration  of  the  Poor-law  had 
never  come  into  operation.  A  petition 
had  been  presented  to  that  House  last 
year  complaining  of  the  operation  of  the 
Poor-law,  and  the  hardship  of  the  work- 
housQ  test  in  the  Halifax  union*    But  on 


examination  he  found  that  the  workhouse, 
though    large,  contained  fewer    inmates 
than  he  had  ever   known   in  the  parish 
workhouses,  and  that  the  accommodation 
and  food  were  infinitely  better  than  had 
ever  been  afforded  under  the  old  system  of 
separate  parishes.     It  was  true  that  the 
rates  had  been  increased  by  the  building 
of  the  workhouse,  but  as  regarded  the  hu* 
manity  of  the  measure  no  one  could  assert 
that  the  out-door  relief  was  restricted,  or 
that  the  comforts  of  the  inmates  were  not 
materially  greater  than  under  the  former 
system.     It  had  been  almost  universally 
believed  too  that  the  separation   of  old 
couples  was  a  general  rule;  and  people 
were  greatly  astonished  to  learn  that  aged 
couples  were  taken  into  the  workhouse 
without  being  separated,  and  that  the  pro 
hibitory  principle  had  been  applied  solely 
and  exclusively  to  the  able-bodied.  When 
he  found  such  utter  want  of  information 
throughout  the  whole  of  that  district  in 
reference  to  a  measure  which  the  people 
complained  of  as  inflicting  various  evils, 
while  of  those  evils  they  had  had  no  expe- 
rience, he  thought  he  might  fairly  con- 
clude, (hat  the  feeling  of  hostility  which 
had  been  created  and  afterwards  applied 
to  political  purposes,  was  a  fictitious  and 
not  a  natural  feeling.     He  mafle  no  per** 
sonal  allusions  whatever,  and  should  cau- 
tiously abstain  from  making  any ;  but  it 
could  not  be  forgotten  that  the  war-cry  of 
one  party  during  the  late  elections  was 
**  No  Bastiles."    Any  man  who  knew  any 
thing  of  the  West  Riding  of  York  could 
not  deny  these  facts.    He  entirely  con- 
curred in^  the  course  which  the  Govern- 
ment   were  pursuing  upon  the  subject. 
He  thought  they  were  perfectly  right  to 
continue  the  Poor-law  Bill  to  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Parliament,  although  he 
scarcely  thought  it  advisable  to  have  encou- 
raged aiscussion  upon  it  at  present  by  the 
admission  of  motions,  some  of  which  were 
utterly  irrelevant,  and  which  it  appeared 
to  him  incompetent  for  hon.  Members  to 
make  by  way  of  instruction  to  the  com  - 
mittee  on  a  bill  of  mere  continuance.    He 
thought  it  far  better  that  this  bill  should 
merely  pass  as  a  continuance   bill,  and 
that  the  discussion  of  the  question,  and 
of  those  amendments  which  hon.  Members 
were  anxious  to  effect,  should  not  have 
taken  place  until  next  Session.    He  could 
not  conclude  these  few  remarks,  without 
expressing  a  hope   that  either  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  the  member  for  Tamworth, 
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or  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the   Member 
for  Dorchester,  would  utterly  deny   any 
such  interpretation  as  had  been  put  upon 
the  course  of  (he  Government  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, and  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Pres- 
ton that  evening;  in  order  that  it  might 
might  not  be  supposed  that  the  Poor-law 
would  not  be  fairly  carried  out  according 
to  its  present  spirit,  between  this  and  the 
period  when  it  should  again  be  brouf^ht 
under  the  discussion  of  that  House.    The 
hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  intimated  that 
he  felt  himself  justified  in  supporting  the 
Government  in  the  course  they  pursued 
upon  this  question,  because   it  indicated 
a  shrinking  from  that  support  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tarn- 
worth,  gave  to  the  measure  of  last  Ses- 
sion.    If  such  an  impression  as  that  were 
allowed  to  be  produced  upon  the  unin- 
formed   portion   of    the  community,  the 
effect   might    be   exceedingly   injurious; 
while  those   who  had    to   adminiaer  the 
law  in  the  interval,  might  feel  that  it  was, 
in  a  great  measure,  a  law  which  was  con- 
demned by  the  present  Government.  That 
was  his  only  reason  for  requesting  an  ex- 
planation  from   one    of    the   right   hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.     They  need  not  be 
under  any  apprehension  as  to  the  opinions 
of  hon.  Members  on  that  side  of  tlie  House, 
who  perfectly  understood  that  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  this  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  an  opportunity  in  the  next  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  of  fully  and  freely  dis- 
cussing the  whole  question.    For  his  part, 
he  was  sure  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  Member  for  Tamworth,  would  feel  it 
his  duty,  next  Session,  to  propose  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  commission  for  at  least  as 
long  a  period  as  he  suggested  last  Session; 
and  that  he   would,  in   accordance  with 
opinions  which  he  had  already  expressed, 
maintain  the  principle  and  main  provisions 
of  the  present  law,  as  eminently  calcu- 
lated to  improve  the  condition  of  the  poor 
of  the  country.     If  that  were  so,  it  was 
the  more    incumbent  on  the   right   hon. 
Baronet  not  to  allow  any  such  additional 
obstacle  as  he  (Mr.  Wood)  had  referred 
to,  to  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  law,  during  the  recess,   by 
erroneous  inferences,  and  the  unfounded 
expectations   to   which   those    references 
would  give  rise. 

Mr.  Hardy  said  he  was  extremely  anx- 
iou.^,  if  the  consideration  of  the  question 
were  to  be  deferred,  and  be  thought  it 


desirable  it  should,  that  a  public  under* 
standing  should  be  come  to  regarding 
out* door  relief^  which  was  of  so  oiuch 
importance  to  tliat  part  of  the  country  ia 
which  he  resided.  Having  had  the  curi« 
osity  to  look  into  the  last  report  of  the 
commissioners,  he  ^here  found,  to  bis 
astonishment,  that  in  an  account  of  tlie 
expenditure  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor  in  the  West  Riding  of  YorkslMre,  it 
was  stated,  that  in  the  years  1835  and 
1836  it  amounted  to  423,811/. ;  but  that 
for  the  two  last  years — years  of  great  and 
admitted  distress,  the  sum  expended  was 
only  421,129/.  There  must  have  been  a 
considerable  increase  of  the  populatioa 
within  that  period  ;  and  in  1835-36  wheat 
was  39j.  and  44^.  per  quarter,  while, 
during  the  latter  two  years,  in  which 
the  relief  amounted  to  the  leaser  sum, 
wheat  was  68^.  and  69«.  per  quarter* 
It  was  further  to  be  considered  how 
many  people  had  been  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment by  the  stoppage  of  mills,  at 
stated  by  the  hon.  Membner  for  Dundee. 
Those  unfortunate  people  had  no  resources 
whatever,  but  from  parochial  relief.  He 
was  extremely  anxious  that  it  should  be 
understood,  that  the  law  should  be  relaxed 
throughout  the  coming  winter,  and  that 
out-duor  relief  might  be  received  by  them, 
as  under  the  old  system. 

Mr.  ^aA/cj/ said,  that  as  several  allu- 
sions had  been  made  to  him  in  the  coutse 
of  this  debate,  he  wished  to  make  a  few 
observations  upon  the  subject  before  the 
House.  In  the  first  place,  be  would  tell 
the  hon.  Member  for  Chester,  that  he  bad 
no  more  engagements  in  this  House  than 
he  ought  to  have  as  the  representative  of 
one  of  the  metropolitan  constituencies.  He 
had  heard,  with  pain  and  sorrow,  much  of 
the  language  used  to-night  on  the  Poor« 
law :  he  had  heard  it  with  a  sense  of  pain 
that  it  was  impossible  to  describe,  because 
he  was  satisfied  the  result  would  be  to 
produce  throughout  the  public  mind  ihe 
greatest  possible  dissatisfaction.  The  new 
Poor-law  had  been  commended  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Halifax  (Mr.  G.  Wood), 
the  Member  for  Droitwich  (Mr.  Paking- 
ton),  and,  indeed,  by  both  sides  of  the 
House ;  it  was  spoken  of  in  the  highest 
terms  of  admiration ;  it  was  referred  to  as 
one  of  the  brightest  specimens  of  legis* 
lative  wisdom  that  was  ever  produced  io  a 
civilised  country.  He  only  wished,  how« 
ever,  that  hon.  Members  who  thus  spoke 
of  the  law  felt  its  effects.    He  only^ 


d09 


Paor^Law 


{Smt.  27} 


Commujjofi. 


910 


gretted  thai  they  themselves  were  not, 
for  a  short  time,  the  victims  of  the  torture 
which  it  inflicted,  instead  of  being  the 
administrators  of  that  which  was  called 
the  new  Poor-law ;  and  he  did  fear  that 
the  present  Government  was  about  to 
commit  the  mistake  of  pledging  itself  to 
the  principles  of  this  law.  He  feared 
that  he  heard  the  right  hoii.  Baronet,  ihe 
Member  for  Tam worth,  cheer  when  the 
principles  and  the  eflects  of  the  law  were 
commended  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Droitwich  ;  but  he  bad  marked  peculiarly 
the  deep*8eated  anxiety  which  seemed  to 
exist  in  the  minds  of  hon.  Gentlemen  op« 
posite,  to  draw  from  the  executive  Govern- 
ment a  pledge  that  it  would  adhere  to  the 
principles  of  this  law.  He  observed  that 
there  was  a  manifestation  of  most  extreme 
anxiety  to  obtain  that  pledge.  Was  it 
done  from  a  kindly  feeling  ?  Was  it  from 
a  genergus  motive  ?  Was  it  done  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  the  present  Administra* 
tion?  He  was  wholly  unconnected— and 
he  thanked  God  for  it !— with  party  in 
this  House,  He  came  to  this  House 
pledged  to  his  constituents  to  maintain 
himself  perfectly  free  and  unconnected  with 
any  individuals  who  should  call  themselves 
or  class  themselves  as  parties  here.  He  was 
therefore  free  as  the  air  itself  to  comment  on 
and  to  notice  the  new  Poor-law.  He  was 
free  to  notice  what  bad  been  the  effects  of 
that  law,  and  for  one,  representing  a  large 
constituency  iu  this  metropolis,  he  did 
claim  for  himself  the  right  of  exercising 
his  judgment  on  that  law,  and  in  the  pre- 
sent Session  of  Parliament;  and  he  would 
say,  that  the  executive  Government  would 
not  act  fairly  by  the  law,  the  public,  or  the 
poor  of  this  country,  and,  above  all,  in  his 
opinion,  in  this  case  they  would  not  act 
fairly  by  those  who  declared  they  would 
not  offer  obstructions  in  this  House  to  the 
continuance  of  the  commission,  if  they  did 
not  permit  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  and 
all  in  this  House,  to  declare  their  opinions 
and  point  out  the  objections  to  the  law. 
He  repeated  that  the  public  and  the  poor 
would  not  be  treated  fairly  if  this  were  not 
done.  The  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Dorchester,  said,  don't  discuss  the 
law  now — wait  until  the  next  Session  of 
Parliament :  in  the  meantime,  the  execu- 
tive Government  will  apply  itself  to  the 
subject,  investigate  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case»  and»  oa  the  meeting  of  Par- 
latoeot,  will  be  prepared  to  submit  their 
measucea  to  the  House.    How  many  new 


Members  were  there  in  this  House?  Did 
not  the  executive  desire  to  hear  the  opin- 
ions of  those  new  Members  ?  There  were 
nearly  200  new  Members  in  the  House ; 
and,  he  asked,  was  it  fair  to  those  Mem- 
bers, was  it  fair  to  the  poor  themselves, 
that  those  parties  who  had  come  to  the 
House  entertaining  hostility  to  the  law 
should  not  have  the  opportunity  of  stating 
their  objections  to  it  until  the  measure 
came  down  cut  and  dried  from  the  Home 
Office,  when  the  executive  Government 
were  pledged  to  the  measure.  The  exe« 
cutive  would  not  yield,  after  framing  and 
fashioning  the  measure  to  the  shape  in 
which  they  thought  it  should  be  submitted 
to  the  House.  They  would  then  be  pledged 
and  committed  to  it ;  it  would  be  sup« 
ported  by  the  Government,  and  it  would 
not  be  in  the  power  of  those  in  this  House 
who  were  hostile  to  it  to  produce  the 
changes  they  desired  to  effect.  With  re* 
gard  to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
York,  he  entreated  him  not  to  divide  the 
House  upon  the  subject,  because  he  would 
see,  on  reflection,  that  if  he  committed  a 
majority  of  the  House  to  his  motion,  he 
would  not  hereafter  be  able  to  induce  them 
to  relax.  He  was  satisfied  it  would  ba 
damaging  the  cause  which  hon.  Gentle- 
men were  so  desirous  to  advance.  He  was 
convinced  they  could  not  do  more  injury 
than  would  be  caused  by  a  premature  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject ;  and  he  now  asked 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for 
Dorchester,  when  he  would  give  the  House 
an  opportunity  for  discussing  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  ?  If  he  had  no  other  oppor<« 
tunity,  he  would  take  it  on  the  motion  for 
the  third  reading.  He  did  declare,  that 
he  thought  it  would  be  the  grossest  injus- 
tice to  the  poor  if  that  opportunity  were 
not  given,  and  that  the  sentiments  of  this 
House  ought  to  be  expressed  as  to  the 
question  of  out-door  relief  in  the  coming 
wintes.  It  was  a  subject  of  great  impor- 
tance, and  he  was  sorry  to  observe  the 
light  manner  in  which  such  a  serious  ques- 
tion had  been  treated  in  the  present  dis- 
cussion. He  predicted  that  if  the  present 
Administration  should  support  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  bill,  and  bring  in  a  measure 
for  continuing  the  commission,  and  for 
maintaining  all  the  obnoxious  provisions 
that  bill  contained,  it  was  the  last  time 
that  the  right  hon.  Bsronct  would  com^ 
maod  a  majority  of  that  House. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes  36 :   Noes 
1 87 ;— Majority  i^^l,^  ^^  GoOgle 
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Barnard,  E.G. 
Blewitt,  R.  J. 
Brotherton,  J. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Busfeild,  W. 
Collins,  W. 
Colville,  C.  R. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Duncan,  G. 
Dundas,  Capt.  D. 
Easthope,  Sir  J. 
Ellis,  W. 
Fielden,  J. 
Ferrand,  W.  B. 
Fleetwood,  Sir  P.  H. 
Forman,  T.  S. 
Gill,T. 

Granger,  T.  C. 
Harford,  S. 
Harris,  J.  Q. 


Heathcoat,  J. 
HoUond,  R. 
Howard,  hon.  H. 
Jardine,  W. 
Johnstone,  A. 
Leader,  J.  T. 
Morris,  D. 
Murphy,  F.  S. 
Pechell,  Captain 
Plumridge,  Captain 
Rennie,  G. 
Stanton,  W.  H. 
Walker,  R. 
Watson,  W.  H. 
Wigney,  I.  N. 
Williams,  W. 

TELLERS. 

Yorke,  H.  R. 
Jervis,  J, 


List  of  the  Noes. 


Acland,  T.  D. 

A'Court,  Captain 

Acton,  Colonel 

Adderley,  C.  B. 

AUix,  J.  P. 

Antrobus,  E. 

Arbuthnott,  hon.  H. 

Astell,  W. 

Bagge,  W. 

Baillie,  Colonel 

Baird,  W. 

Baldwin,  C.  B. 

Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 

Basker?ille,T.  B.M. 

Beckett,  W. 

Ben ti nek.  Lord  G. 

Beresford,  Captain 

Beresford,  Major 

Blackstone,  W.  S. 

Boldero,H.  G. 

Borthwick,  P. 
Boscawen,  Lord 
Botfield,  B. 
Bowring",  Dr. 
Broadley,  H. 
Brooke,  Sir  A.  B. 
Brownrigg,  J,  S. 
Bruce,  Lord  E. 
Buck,  L.  W. 
Buckley,  E. 
Campbell,  A. 
Carnegie,  hon.  Capt. 
Chelsea,  Visct. 
Chetwode,  Sir  J. 
Clayton,  R.  R. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Cli?e,  hon.  R.  H. 
Cochrane,  A. 
Cole,  hon.  A.  H. 
Collelt,  W.  R. 
Courtenay,  A'isct. 
Cresswell,  C. 
Crone,  T.  B, 


Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,  hon.  W.  H. 
Dickinson,  F.  H. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Doufflas,  J.  D.  S. 
Dugdale,  W.  S. 
Dundas,  D. 
East,  J.  B. 
Eaton,  R.  J. 
Ebrington,  Viscount 
Egerton,  W.  T. 
Emlyn,  Viscount 
Escott,  B. 
Estcourt,  T.  G.  B. 
Ewart,  W. 
Fitzroy,  Captain 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Follett,  Sir  W,  W. 
Forbes,  W. 
Forester,  hon.  G.C.W. 
Forster,  M. 
Fox,  C.  R. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,  Jas.  Milncs 
Gladstone,  rt.hn.W.E, 
Gordon,  hon,  Capt. 
Gore,  M. 
Goring,  C. 

Goulburn,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
Greene,  T. 
Grimsditch,  T. 
Grimstone,  Viscount 
Grogan,  E. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Harcourt,  G.  G. 

Hardinge,rt.hn.SirH 
Hardy,  J, 
Hawes,  B. 
Hawkes,  T. 
Hayes,  Sir  E. 
Henley,  J,  W, 


Henniker,  Lord 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hinde,  J.  H. 
Hodgson,  F. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Holdsworth,  J. 
Hope,  hon.  C. 
Hope,  A, 
Hope,  G.  W. 
Hornby,  J. 
Inglis,  Sir  R.  H. 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
JolliflTe,  Sir  W.  G.  H. 
Jones,  Captain 
Kemble,  H. 
Ker,  D.  S. 
Kerrison,  Sir  E. 
Knatchbnll,  right  hon. 

Sir  E. 
Knight,  H.  G. 
Law,  hon.  C.  E. 
Lawson,  A. 
Layard,  Captain 
Legh,G.C. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
Lennox,  Lord  A, 
Lincoln,  Earl  of 
Lindsay,  H.  H. 
Litton,  E. 
Lockhart,  W. 
Lowther,  J.  H. 
Lyall,  G. 

Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
M'Geachy,F.  A. 
March,  Earl  of 
Marshall,  W. 
Marsham,  Viscount 
Martin,  C.  W. 
Martyn,  C.  C. 
Masterman,  J. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
Morgan,  O. 
Mundy,  E.  M. 
Murray,  C.  R.  S. 
Neeld,J. 
Neville,  R. 
Newry,  Viscount 
Nicholl,  rt.  hon.  J. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
O'Connell,  M.  J. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 


Pakington,  J.  S. 
Parker,  J. 
Peel,  rt,  hn.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Pemberton,  T. 
PolhiU,  F. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Pringle,  A. 
Rae,  rt  hn.  Sir  W. 
Reade,W.M. 
Repton,  G.  W,  J. 
Rose,  rt.  hn.  Sir  G. 
Rushbrooke,  Colonel 
Sandon,  Viscount 
Scarlett,  hon.  R,  C. 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Shaw,  n.  hon.  F. 
Sheopaid,  T. 
Sibihorp,  Colonel 
Smith,  rt.  bn.  R.  V. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Sotheron,T.  H.  S. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stansfield,W.R.C 
Stuart,  Lord  J. 
Stuart,  H. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  T.  E. 
TennentyJ.  £. 
Thornhill,  G. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
Trollope,SirJ. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tufnell,  H. 
Turnor,  C. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Vere,  Sir  C.  B. 
Vemer,  Colonel 
Vesey,  bon.  T. 
Villiers,  Visconnt 
Vivian,  hon.  Captain 
Wafd,H.G. 
Wigram,  J 
Wood,  C. 
Wood,  Colonel 
Wood,  Colonel  T. 
Wonley,  hon.  J.  S. 
Yonng,  Sir  W. 

TELLERS, 

Fremantle,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  U. 


Instruction  rejected* 
Coinmittee  on  the  bill  deferred. 

£xpiRiKo  Laws.]    The  SoUciior^Ge^ 

i  neraly  on  the  question  for  going  into  Com* 

I  mittee  on  the  Expiring  Laws  Bill,  mo?ed 

the  following  instruction  which  was  agiwd 

I  to,  vi*. — 

"And  whereas,  by  an  act  passed  in  the  seventh 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty,  rotitnled, 
•  An  Act  for  the  Commntation  of  Tithes  in  Enc 
land  and  Wales/  it  was  anoog  ochtts  SMCted. 
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'ThBiDOComniisuoiier  or  assistant  coromis- 
siooer,  secretary,  assistant  secretary^  or  other 
officer  or  person  appointed  under  the  said  act, 
should  hold  his  office  for  a  longer  period  than 
fire  years  next  after  the  day  of  the  passing  of 
tlie  said  act,  and  thenceforth  until  the  end  of 
the  then  next  Session  of  Parliament ;  and  that 
after  Uie  expiration  of  the  said  period  of  five 
years,  and  of  the  then  next  Session  of  Parlia- 
menty  so  much  of  the  said  act  as  authorises  any 
such  appointment  should  cease  :'  and  whereas 
it  is  expedient  that  the  said  commission  should 
be  further  continued,  be  it  enacted,  that  so 
much  of  the  last  recited  act  as  is  hereinbefore 
recited  shall  be  repealed,  and  that  no  commis- 
sioner, or  assistant  commissioner,  secretary, 
assistant  secretary,  or  other  officer  or  person 
80  to  be  appointed,  shall  hold  his  office  for  a 
longer  period  than  until  the  thirty-first  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
two  I  and  after  the  said  31st  day  of  July  so 
much  of  the  last  recited  Act  as  authorises  any 
such  appointment  shall  cease." 

The  House  in  committee  on  the  bill 
Clauses,  with  amendments,  agreed  to,  the 
House  resumed,  report  to  be  received. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE    OF    LORDS, 
Tuesday,  September  28,  1841. 

Ifurnm.]  Bills.  ]le»d  a  first  thne :— Adminiatratioo  of 
Juftiee  (No.  S).— Read  a  Mooiid  Ume  t— Lunatioi ;  Nary 
Pays  FioAmon  Lodge  I  Royal  Gardant. 

PaUttoM  PicMnted.  By  Lord  Radeidale,  fkom  Wigan,  for 
the  Batter  Obacnranoe  of  the  Sabbath. 

Froomore  Lodge.]  The  Duke  of 
Wellington^  in  moving  the  second  reading 
of  the  Frogmore  Lodge  Bill,  stated,  that 
its  object,  which  he  considered  very  de- 
sirable, was,  to  unite  the  Frogmore 
estate  to  Windsor  Park,  and  to  convert 
the  grounds  into  a  kitchen  garden  for  the 
palace. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  to  be  com- 
mitted. 

Royal  Gardens,  Kensington.]  The 
Duke  of  Wellington^  in  moving  the  second 
reading  of  this  bill,  said,  that  its  object 
was  to  empower  the  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests  to  dispose  of  part  of 
Kensington-gardens  for  the  purpose  of 
building,  and  with  the  estimated  proceeds 
of  those  grounds,  to  improve  and  orna- 
ment other  parts  of  the  gardens,  and  if 
there  should  be  any  surplus,  it  was  to  be 
applied  to  the  improvement  of  other  of 
the  royal  gardens. 

liord  Brougham^  said,  that  this  bill  had 


come  to  them  recommended  by  the  sanc- 
tion of  his  noble  Friend,  the  late  Chief 
Commissioner  of  Woods  and  Forests, 
Lord  Dancannon,  to  whom  he  might 
allude  by  name  in  his  absence,  and  than 
whom  it  was  but  justice  to  say,  that  a  man 
more  fitted,  by  his  great  activity  and  zeal 
and  business-like  habits,  for  that  import- 
ant office,  never  had  held  it.  This  bill, 
then,  had  the  recommendation  to  their 
Lordships  of  having  been  prepared  by  the 
advice  of  his  noble  Friend.  He  dia  not 
offer  any  objection  to  the  bill,  but  he 
thought,  that,  in  the  way  in  which  the 
produce  of  the  sale  of  those  lands  was 
estimated,  it  might  happen,  that  the  pro- 
duce might  fall  short  of  the  sums  to  which 
the  commissioners  were  limited;  and  in  that 
case  the  public  would  have  to  make  good 
the  difference.  To  be  sure,  the  sum  was 
very  moderate,  but  these  were  times  in 
which  the  saving  of  every  shilling  was  of 
importance,  and  when  also  not  a  shilling 
of  expenditure  should  be  made  which  was 
not  absolutely  necessary.  He  said  this, 
because  he  remembered  that,  when  his 
noble  Friends  near  him  were  in  office, 
they  proposed  and  carried  the  proposition 
for  expending  70,000/.  for  staoles.  at 
Windsor  Palace,  at  a  time  when  it  was 
with  the  utmost  difficulty  he  was  enabled 
to  wring  from  them  1 0,0001.,  or  at  the 
most  20,000/.,  never  more,  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  he  con- 
curred in  the  eulogium  on  the  zeal,  activity, 
and  ability  of  the  noble  Viscount  lately 
Chief  Commissioner  of  Woods  and  Forests. 
With  reference  to  what  had  fallen  from 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  he  had  to 
state,  that  all  the  money  would  be  ex- 
pended on  the  responsibility  of  the  com- 
missioners, and  if  there  should  be  a  deficit 
instead  of  a  surplus  in  the  estimates  it 
would  not  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
public. 

Viscount  Melbourne  would  say  one 
word  as  to  the  concluding  remark  of  his 
noble  and  learned  Friend,  in  alluding  to 
the  erection  of  stables  at  Windsor.  From 
what  he  (Lord  Melbourne)  had  seen  in 
the  papers  and  in  accounts  of  speeches 
delivered  at  the  hustings  during  the  late 
elections,  he  found,  that  there  existed  a 
very  great  and  he  believed  very  general 
prejudice  against  that  measure.  He  was 
very  sorry  to  find  it  so,  for  he  believed, 
that  a  more  unfounded  prejudice  never 
existed— a  more  unjust  cfdlure  never  wa« 
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cati  on  any  measure  of  Oovernmeoty  ac 
any  one  would  admit  who  bad  seen  the 
stables  which  before  that  were  in  use  at 
Windsor. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  that  his  noble 
Friend,  the  noble  Duke  seemed  to  think, 
that  if  the  estimate  should  fall  short  of 
ihe  expenditure,  the  expense  would  not 
come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  public. 
No  doubt  it  would  come  from  the  land 
re?enue ;  but  that  had  been  made  o?er  to 
the  public  by  the  Crown  some  forty  or 
fifty  years  ago. 

The  Duke  of  iVtUingtim  fully  con- 
curred with  what  had  been  said  by  the 
noble  Viscount  as  to  the  necessity  for  the 
erection  of  the  new  sUbles.  They  were 
much  wanted. 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  to  be  com- 
mitted.--Adjourned  to  Thursday. 

IJOUSC:   OF   COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  September  28,  1 84 1 . 

MiNvrif.]  BUla.  Reml  a  flnt  Umt  i— Esthoquv  BiUf  i 
Exchequer  BiUf  Fuii<UB(.^[m4  a  Meaodtinic:-*IU<!- 
dc11*s  BfUte;  Marlborough's  Estate  {  Clayton's  Name.— 
nmd  a  Uiini  Uma  i^-AdminliCratloa  of  Juatlee  (Na  f ). 

PatiUoni  rrawntrd  By  Sir  J.  Y.  Buller,  fhim  Sait  Devon* 
and  Dorset  Agricultural  Avodation,  against  Alteration  of 
the  Corn-laws.— By  Mr.  Waklcy,  ftom  W.  S.  Hanson, 
afalmt  the  aontlattanea  oT  the  Poor4a«  Commission.— 
By  Lord  Sandon,  from  Alexander  Wall,  a  private  soi- 
dicr,  complaining  of  the  Diiooutinuanoe  of  the  Pension- 
and  praying  Ibr  reliof.— By  Mr.  Johnstone,  ftom  Kllmar 
nock,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Com-lawst-^y 
iiom  Canada,  against  alteratloB  of  the  Timber  Duties. 

TiMBKB  Duties -^Canada.]  Lord 
Sawian  presented  a  petition,  signed  by 
9.000  of  the  citizens  of  Quebec,  in  Canads, 
stating  the  apprehension  of  the  petitioners 
at  the  proposition  made  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment to  reduce  the  duties  levied  on 
Baltic  timber,  and  enhance  the  duties  laid 
on  the  timber  of  the  North  American 
colonies.  The  petitioners  begged  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact, 
that  the  present  duties  only  afforded  them 
a  bare  protection,  considering  the  disad* 
vantages  under  which  they  lay  as  com- 
pared  with  the  Baltic ;  and  that  if  the 
propoied  alteration  were  made,  it  would 
involve  those  connected  with  the  Umber 
trade  in  ruin,  as  well  as  many  other  in- 
terests s  that  the  subject  of  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  between  Baltic  and  Canadian 
timber  was  fully  considered  in  1821,  and 
the  present  scale  of  duties  was  then 
adopted.  In  1831,  the  subject  was  again 
coosideredi  aod  the  proposal  for  an  alter- 


ation rejected  by  a  large  majority.  lo 
1835,  the  subject  was  considered  again, 
and  the  duties  were  left  as  before ;  they 
had  therefore  embarked  their  capital  in 
this  trade  with  confidence  in  the  enisling 
arrangement.  The  petitioners  prayed  that 
time  might  be  afforded  them  to  produce 
evidence  on  their  own  behalf  before  the 
Bar  of  the  House.  In  this  branch  of 
trade  they  had  embarked  a  very  large 
capital— not  less  than  2,000,000/.,  and 
upwards  of  1.200  careoes  of  timber  were  an- 
nually exported.  If  the  trade  were  stopped, 
the  facilities  and  advantages  which  it  held 
out  to  emigrants  would  be  put  an  end  to. 
The  number  of  vessels  now  employed  ia 
the  Canadian  timber  trade  was  only  ex- 
ceeded in  the  whole  range  of  British  com- 
merce by  the  coasting  trade. 
Petition  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Administration  of  Justice.]  On 
the  Order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading 
of  the  Administration  of  Justice  (No.  2.) 
Bill. 

Mr.  Ward  said,  he  wished  to  take  that 
opportunity  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  case  which  he  conceived 
added  much  strength  to  the  arguments  he 
suggested  the  other  evening  against  the 
proposed  compensation  to  the  bon.  Mr. 
Scarlett,  and  which  would  recall  to  the 
minds  of  hon.  Members  opposite  the 
course  which  they  pursued,  when,  on  a 
former  occasion,  a  precisely  similar  claim 
to  that  of  Mr.  Scarlett  was  brought  under 
their  consideration.  The  case  to  which 
he  alluded  was  that  of  Mr,  Brougham, 
who  was  appointed  in  1 832,  to  the  office  of 
registrar  of  a6Sdavits  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  At  the  period  of  his  appoint* 
ment  some  intention  existed  of  abolishing 
the  office  at  a  future  period,  which  period 
was  not  defined,  and  respecting  which  no 
distinct  proposition  had  been  made  to  the 
Legislature  no  bill  had  been  brought  in, 
no  one  act  had  been  done  giving  to  the 
public  a  right  to  claim  the  immediate 
abolition  of  the  office.  The  moment  the 
vacancy  arose  the  then  Lord  Cbaocelloc 
filled  it  up  by  the  appointment  of  hie 
brother,  Mr.  Brougham.  The  late  Mem« 
her  forRipon,  and  present  Lord  Chaii-> 
cellor  of  Ireland,  lost  not  a  moment  in 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
subject,  but  that  right  hon.  Oeotlemao  was 
then  silting  on  the  Opposition  Benches^ 
which  might  account,  perhap%  for  the 
change  in  bis  sentimentSi  as  evin^d  by 
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ibe  opinion  he  had  expressed  ivith  regard 
to  the  claim  of  Mr.  Scarlett.    As  be  bad 
already  said,  no  bill  bad  been  introduced 
in  this,  as  in  Mr.  Scarlett's  case,  and  no 
more  than  a  simple  opinion  had  been  ex- 
pressed by  the  Lord  Chancellor  upon  the 
propriety  of  abolishing  the  office.    The 
right  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman,  upon 
calling  attention    to    the    subject  said, 
"  that  it  was  very  hard  that  these  sinecure 
offices,  which  had  been  perpetually  com- 
mented upon  as  a  useless  waste  of  public 
money  by  hon.  Gentlemen,  when  out  of 
power,  should  now  be  filled  up.     He  sup- 
poaed,  that  all  iheir  feelings  of  economy 
had  subsided  with  their  accession  to  power, 
and  that,  although  their  attacks  had  been 
freely  enough  made  against  those  offices 
before^  they  now  had  no  objection  to  their 
emoluments.''    After  a  lapse  of  eight  or 
nine  yaars  the  tables  were  turned,  and 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  defending 
a  precisely  similar  appointment  to  one  of 
those  then  under  consideration.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tamworth 
upon  that  occasion  said,  ^*  It  was  im- 
possible to  believe,  that  the  appointments 
in  question  could  be  otherwise  than  merely 
provisioual,"  and  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  made  use   of  nearly  similar 
terms.     He  found,  that  Lord  Eldon  in 
the  House  of  Lords  asserted,  **  that  the 
office  which  had  been  filled  by  his  own 
son  was  not  a  sinecure,  could  not  be  called 
80,  and  should  be  filled  up  immediately," 
Precisely  the  same  argument  had  been 
used  by  the  Attorney-general  the  other 
night.    But  there  was  no  doubt  that  the 
appointment  in  this  case  was  provisional, 
as  in  that  of  Mr.  Brougham,  who  was  ap« 
pointed  by  his  brother,  the  then  Lord 
Chancellor^  pro  tempore  only,  and  with- 
out compensation  upon  the  office  being 
abolished.    Had  Lord  Abinger  followed 
the  example  of  Lord  Brougham,  he  was 
sure  he  woutd  have  shown  more  eonsi- 
deratioD  for  the  interests  of  the  public 
service,  while  the  present  bill  would  not 
have  been  encumbered  with  a  clause  which 
was  highly  derogatory  to  the  character  of 
that  House. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  deserved 
great  credit  for  the  diligence  with  which 
he  ransacked  the  Parliamentary  debates 
for  the  present  ease,  but  he  could  not  give 
him  equal  credit  for  the  analogy  which  he 
seemed  to  think  subsisted  between  the 
two  oaaes.    The  hon.  Gentleman,  he  was 


sure,  would  recollect  that  Lord  Brougbam« 
who  was  at  the  time  Lord  Chancellor,  had 
given  notice,  in  the  Houae  of  Lords,  of 
bis  intention  to  abolish  the  office  t»  which 
the  hon.  Gentleman  referred— that  he  was 
the  person  moving  the  measure  of  aboUtioii 
himself.  There  was,  therefore,  no  parity 
between  the  two  cases,  for  in  tl:^  one  case 
a  person  was  appointed  by  another  who 
had  himself  given  notice  that  be  would 
abolish  the  office,  which  he  considered  toi 
be  a  sinecure.  Lord  Abinger,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  no  party  to  the  arruogc-* 
ment  by  which  the  office  to  which  he  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Scarlett  was  abolished,  and, 
therefore,  in  making  the  appointment  he 
was  not  violating  his  sense  of  duty  to  the 
public.  It  was  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  the  office  of  master  of  the  Court  of 
Exchequer  was  one  which  could  not  be 
left  vacant;  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  it  should  be  filled  up  if  the  business 
of  the  court  was  to  proceed. '  The  hon. 
Gentleman  was  good  enough  to  say  that 
he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  was 
not  very  distinct  in  stating  his  opinions. 
He  thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  must 
have  known  that  when  a  Gentleman  gave 
his  vote  in  that  House  it  was  a  clear  index 
of  his  opinions.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman 
at  any  time  misunderstood  his  expressions, 
he  begged  to  refcir  him  to  his  recorded 
vote.  When  this  bill  was  before  the 
House  on  a  former  occasion,  he  took  the 
liberty  of  suggesting  the  necessity  of 
making  some  regulation  with  respect  to 
the  office' of  Accountant-General  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  stating  that  whilst 
compensation  was  awarded  to  the  officers 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  no  provision 
was  made  for  preventing  a  great  increase 
in  the  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  Having  consult^ 
with  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  Lon« 
don,  he  abstained  from  making  any  pro- 
position, in  order  that  the  bill  might  go  up 
to  the  House  of  Lords  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble in  the  same  state  in  which  it  came 
down.  He  had  since  understood  that  he 
should  have  an  early  opportunity  upon 
the  introduction  .of  another  bill,  to  give 
effect  to  the  suggestion.  He  wished  that 
the  present  holders  of  the  offices  affected 
should  have  all  the  rights  which  they  had 
on  their  acceptance  of  them,  but  that  sue- 
ceeding  holders  should  not  have  the 
advantage  of  the  additional  emolaments. 

Mr.  Ewart  said,  that  the  office  to  which 
Mr.  W.  Brougbai9 jruu^ppgiuled  frga^not 
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%  mtcutet  but  was  pronounced  by  Lord 
Eldon  to  be  odb  of  great  utility  and  im- 
portance. With  respect  to  the  argument 
that  Ldtd  Abinger  was  no  party  to  the 
abolition  of  the  office  in  the  Exchequer, 
it  was  completely  met  by  tlie  case  of  the 


tleman  took  the  appointment  knowing 
that  the  office  was  about  to  be  abolished. 
In  this  case,  not  only  had  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor actually  brought  a  bill  into  the 
House  of  Lords,  but  he  belie?ed  that  bill 
had  been  read  the  second  time.    Indeed, 


Welsh  judges  referred  to  the  other  night,  i  he   was  not  sure  but  that  the  bill  had 


whose  situations  were  abolished  without 
compensation. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  recol- 
lected the  case  of  the  Welsh  judges  per- 
fectly.  His  brother  had  been  appointed 
when  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer) was  in  the  Government,  and  knew 
of  its  intention  to  abolish  the  situation. 
His  brother,  therefore,  received  no  com- 
pensation, and  the  case  was  precisely 
parallel  to  that  of  Mr.  Brougham,  but 
not  at  all  to  the  appointment  made  by 
Lord  Abinger. 

Mr.  Pemberton  said  that  neither  the 
Welsh  judges  nor  Mr.  Brougham  had 
made  any  sacrifice  in  accepting  their 
offices.  Neither  had  been  obliged  to 
abandon  the  bar.  But  with  respect  to 
the  situation  held  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Horshami  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
it  should  be  filled  up,  and  that  the  person 
filling  it  should  give  up  the  bar,  and  sacri- 
fice his  professional  prospects.  Before 
the  present  bill  passed,  he  wished  to  press 
upon  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  Oo« 
▼ernment  that  whatever  merits  the  mea- 
sure might  have,  it  was  by  no  means  all 
that  the  public  had  a  right  to  expect  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. He  was  extremely  anxious  to  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
hope  that  her  Majesty's  Government 
would  pay  early  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  that  they  would  be  prepared  to  intro- 
duce early  in  the  next  Session  some  mea- 
sva  which  would  afford  more  satisfaction 
to  suitors  and  the  public  than  was  possible 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  the  appellate  tribunal  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  or  the  privy  council. 

Mr.  F.  T.  Baring  thought  that  the  dis- 
tinction drawn  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman,  as  well  as  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  formed  no  justifica- 
tion nor  explanation  of  the  case  in  point. 
The  right  non.  Gentleman  had  put  the 
case  on  its  rieht  footing  when  he  instanced 
the  case  of  his  brother.  There  the  party 
was  informed  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Minister  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish 
the  office,  and  of  course  he  had  no  right 
to  compensation.    Here  the  learned  Gen 


actually  passed.  It  was  to  be  remembered 
that  Lord  Abinger  was  sitting  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  through  which  the  bill  was 
passing.  He  did  not  hear  of  it  in  his 
court  merely;  but  he  was  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Lords  that  gave  its  sanction 
to  the  provisions  of  the  bill.  The  InU  had» 
he  was  quite  sure,  actually  passed  the 
second  reading  before  the  appointment. 
He  could  not,  then,  conceive  a  stronger 
notice  to  a  party  than  the  bringing  in  of 
a  bill  by  Government,  and  that  InII  receiv- 
ing the  sanction  of  one  branch  of  the 
Legislature.  He  was  bound  to  say  this-* 
that  this  was  the  strongest  case  of  con- 
pensation  improperly  granted  that  be  had 
ever  heard  of. 

Sir  Jamei  Oraham  stated,  that  he  could 
only  form  an  opinion  of  the  cases  adduced 
from  analogy  and  from  the  arguments  at 
he  had  listened  to  them.  In  the  first  case. 
Lord  Brougham  was,  as  Chancellor,  the 
head  of  the  law,  and  upon  his  responsibi- 
lity was  about  to  bring  forward  a  meas  re 
Doing  so,  he  announced  his  intention  of 
abolishing  a  particular  office,  and  he  no- 
minated nis  own  brother  to  that  office* 
The  whole  authority  of  the  Government 
was  pledged  to  the  passing  of  the  mea- 
sure. The  measure  passed,  and  then  the 
question  was  this— was  Lord  Brougham's 
brother  entitled  to  compensation?  He 
said — no.  This  was  not  the  case  with 
Mr.  Scarlett.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  passing  of  the  bilL  He  was  appointed 
by  Lord  Abinger,  and  he  did  not  think  it 
material  at  what  stage  of  the  bill  the  ap- 
pointment took  place.  Lord  Abinger  was 
no  party  to  the  measure.  So  far  was  Lord 
Abinger  from  being  a  consenting  party  to 
it,  that  he  decidedly  objected  to  the  abo- 
lition of  the  equity  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Exchequer ;  so  did  Sir  E.  Sug- 
den  and  other  high  law  authorities.  Now, 
in  the  case  of  th^  appointment  of  Mr. 
Brougham,  the  person  who  conferred  the 
appointment  was  not  only  a  consenting 
party,  but  be  was  the  very  author  of  the 
bill  which  abolished  the  office.  His  right 
hon.  Friend  (the  Chancellor  of  the  £x« 
chequer),  who  had  been  alluded  to,  had 
also  beea  one  of  the  authors  of  the  bill 
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which  abolished  the  oflSce  that  his  brother 
had  held,  so  that  it  must  be  quite  evident 
to  the  House  that  neither  of  those  ap- 
pointments bore  any  analogy  to  the  ap* 
pointment  of  Mr.  Scarlett.  The  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Scarlett  was  one  which  was 
necessary  for  the  transaction  of  business, 
and  the  difference  between  it  and  the 
others  that  had  been  mentioned  was  this, 
that  Lord  Abinger  objected  to  the  bill 
which  abolished  the  office;  but  Lord 
Brougham  and  his  right  bon.  Friend  had 
both  consented  to  the  Bills  under  which 
the  respective  offices  that  had  been  al- 
luded to  were  abolished.  It  was  not  a  si- 
necure office,  but  an  office  which  it  was 
necessary  should  be  filled,  and  one  that 
bad  been  established  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  in  his  opinion  it  would  be  a  great  in- 
justice if  that  compensation  were  not 
granted. 
Bill  read  a  third  time. 
On  the  question  that  the  Bill  do  pass, 
Mr.  C.  Buller  had  seen  no  reason  to 
alter  the  opinions  which  be  formerly  ex- 
pressed ;  and  if  he  had  been  present  at 
the  division  he  certainly  should  have 
▼oted  for  the  compensation.  In  any 
changes,  such  as  that  which  this  case  had 
reference  to,  it  was  sound  policy  as  well  as 
justice  for  the  House  to  act  with  liberality 
to  persons  whose  vested  interests  were 
concerned  in  any  reforms  which  they 
might  think  necessary  to  make.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  principle  he  should  call  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  oppo- 
site to  the  situation  of  the  copying  clerks, 
who,  by  this  bill,  would  be  materially  af- 
fected. If  they  looked  to  large  interests, 
he  hoped  that  the  interests  of  poorer  per- 
sons would  not  be  overlooked.  Those 
copying  clerks,  to  whom  he  wished  to  di- 
rect the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite,  had,  by  their  constant  exertions, 
been  enabled  to  procure  an  income  of  from 
100/.  to  120/.  per  annum;  and  some  of 
them  had  been  for  a  period  of  so  long  as 
twenty  or  thirty  years  enpged  in  those 
pursuits.  The  claim  which  they  made 
now  was  not  for  compensation,  but  merely 
that  the  Government  might  consider  them 
as  having  a  prior  claim  for  employment 
under  the  new  system.  They  only  wished 
to  be  assured  of  the  intentions  of  the  Go- 
vernment in  this  respect,  and  they  asked 
no  other  compensation.  Let  them  show 
to  the  public  that  whilst  they  were  anxi« 
ous  to  make  such  reforms  as  would  be  of 
advantage  to  the  public  interests^  they 


would  not  forget  the  interests  of  those 
poor  people  who  might  be  exposed  to  dis* 
tress  and  destitution  by  the  system  which 
was  about  to  be  established. 

Mr.  Hatves  supported  the  claims  of 
these  parties.  They  saw  on  the  one  side 
Mr.  Scarlett,  after  eighteen  months'  ser* 
vice,  about  to  receive  ample  compensation  ; 
and  on  the  other  were  these  parties  who 
had  served  for  thirty  years  receiving  no* 
thing,  and  demanding  sympathy  and  as- 
sistance.  Would  it  be  given  to  them? 
Might  he  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  if  these  poor  men  were  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  emoluments  of  their  office—* 
if  they  were  to  be  left  destitute  of  the 
means  of  subsistence,  and  not  even  one 
civil  word  said  of  them ;  but  then  when 
they  had  before  them  the  case  of  a  son  of 
a  peer — of  a  roan  of  high  rank  and  of  am* 
pie  means— they  beheld  one  right  hon. 
Gentleman  after  another,  and  cabinet  mi- 
nister after  minister  rise  to  take  up  such  a 
case ;  while  there  was  no  one  to  take  up 
the  case  of  these  parties.  He  hoped  he 
might  elicit  from  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Dorchester  that  the  ser- 
vices of  these  men  would  not  be  over* 
looked. 

Sir  James  Ordham  must  be  allowed  to 
say,  and  without  meaning  the  least  offence 
to  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambethi  that  his 
advocacy  of  these  claims  was  not  so  judi* 
ciotts  as  that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Lis- 
keard.  He  agreed  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Liskeard  that  there  could  be  no 
greater  impediment  to  any  reform,  such  as 
that  which  was  more  immediately  connect- 
ed with  the  subject  before  them,  than  to 
refuse  to  consider  the  interests  of  those  af* 
fected  by  it,  rich  as  well  as  poor.  That 
was  not,  however,  the  view  which  was 
taken  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth, 
who  repudiated  the  vested  rights  of  a  gen- 
tleman, who  had  filled  a  regular  appoint- 
ment, and  spoke  of  those  who  had  no  re- 
gular appointmenti,  but  were  employw>d 
from  day  to  day.  It  was  extraortiinary 
that  he  never  heard  those  claims  till  now ; 
he  never  heard  them  in  the  last  Parlia- 
ment, when  the  hon.  Member  for  Liskeard 
and  the  hon.  Member  for  Lambeth  might 
have  been  able  to  render  great  assistance 
to  those  persons  whose  claims  they  advo- 
cated. He  understood  that  those  persons 
were  occupied  day  by  day  in  the  Office  of 
the  Six  Clerks  copying,  and  as  the  object 
of  the  Bill  was  to  give  greater  facility  to 
e(}uity  bqsiness  generally,  if  those  gentle** 
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men  as  copyists  were  well  established  by 
their  thirty  years  diligent  attention,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  secure  them  employment.  He  was 
afraid  it  would  be  carrying  a  principle  too 
far  to  make  any  legislative  arrangement 
to  provide  for  those  gentlemen,  or  to  give 
them  any  assurance  from  the  Government. 
If  he  gave  such  an  assurance  he  might 
raise  hopes  which  could  not  be  realised. 
He  should  be  sorry  that  those  who  had 
earned  their  livelihood  in  an  honourable 
and  praiseworthy  manner  should  suffer 
any  loss,  but  he  did  not  think  ihe  House 
ought  to  give  any  pledge  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Howes  observed  that  he  had  made 
no  representation  on  any  former  occasion, 
on  behalf  of  these  parties.  There  was 
so  little  ground  for  hope,  in  the  answer  of 
the  right  hon.  Baronet,  that  he  must  turn 
to  the  Attorney-general. 

The  Attorney 'General  understood  that 
the  principle  on  which  compensation  was 
granted  of  late  years  was  founded  upon  an 
inquiry  as  to  whether  the  party  seeking 
compensation  had  a  legal  vested  interest 
in  the  office  or  not,  and  that  whoever  had 
not  was  disentitled  to  compensation. 
Those  persons  to  whom  the  hon.  Members 
alluded  had  no  legal  rights,  as  they  were 
merely  employed  from  day  to  day,  and 
had  no  fixed  employment.  Mr.  Scarlett 
heM  the  office  to  which  he  had  t^een  up* 
pointed  on  a  footing  as  certain  as  any 
gentleman  in  that  House  held  his  estates, 
and  lie  was  to  recave  compensation  ac^ 
cording  to  all  the  rules  that  were  estab- 
Irshcil  for  granting  it.  With  r«pect  to 
the  copying  clerks,  he  believed  that  this 
fiill  would  increase  their  business. 

Sir  C,  Napier  had  noticed  that  that 
House  was  always  most  liberal  in  dealing 
wiih  any  case  where  any  gentleman  of  the 
law  was  concerned.  It  was  not  long  since 
they  voted  3,500/.  as  the  retiring  pension 
for  a  Vice-Chancellor,  Now,  that  would 
just  be  the  retiring  pension  <vhich  would 
be  given  to  eight  admirals  after  fifty  years' 
service.  He  would  mention  a  few  of  the 
pensions  given  to  officers  on  the  abolition 
of  the  Navy  Board  some  ten  years  ago, 
and  ti)e  right  hon.  Baronet  deserved  much 
prajse  for  its  abolition.  There  was  Sir  F. 
Seymour,  a  very  old  officer,  who  had  lost 
an  arm;  he  bad  a  patent  place,  which, 
being  abolished,  he  was  compensated  by 
lieing  sent  out  to  the  Brazils,  where  he 
died.  Another  officer,  who  held  a  patent 
|4aoe,  which  was  abolished,  was  compen- 


sated by  a  transportation  of  three  years  to 
South  America ;  and  another  officer  under 
the  same  cireumstances,  was  compensated 
by  (ive  years'  employment,  and  to  remam 
the  rest  of  his  life  on  half  pay.  He  might 
also  mention  the  case  of  Captain  Hornby; 
he  enjoyed  a  patent  place  of  1,000/. 
a-year;  it  was  abolished,  and  he  was 
compensated  by  five  years'  employment  at 
Woolwich.  He  only  mentioned  these  things 
to  show  the  difference  in  the  way  of  deal- 
ing with  gentlemen  of  the  long  rot>e,  and 
gentlemen  with  short  jackets. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  could  not  understand  the 
law  laid  down  by  the  Attorney-general, 
with  respect  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Scariett. 
When  Lord  Brougham  appointed  his  bro* 
ther  to  the  office  that  had  been  referred 
to,  the  greatest  opposition  was  given  to  H 
by  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  th^ 
House.  The  Attorney-general's  doctriiM 
was,  that  persons  who  had  a  legal  title  to 
a  place,  and  being  in  possession  of  that 
place,  were  entitled  to  compensation.  Now. 
he  wanted  to  know  how  Mr.  Scarlett  was 
entitled  tocompensat  ion  and  Mr.  Brougham 
was  not  ? 

Bill* 


Population  Enumkhatohs  —  Mr. 
Grove.]  Upon  the  motion  for  the  further 
consideration  of  the  report  on  the  pay* 
ment  of  the  population  enumorators  bill, 

Mr.  Otway  Cave  wished  to  Rsk,  in 
reference  to  a  letter  he  had  teen  that  day 
in  the  newspapers,  and  that  referred  to  the 
denunciatiotts  of  the  Irish  by  a  magistrate, 
what  was  the  result  of  the  inquiry  insti- 
tuted by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and 
whether  he  was  disposed  to  communicate 
the  correspondence  to  the  House. 

Sir  James  Oraham  had  no  hesitation  in 
telling  tho  hon.  Gentleman,  that  having 
seen  the  statement  of  a  declaration  from  a 
magistrate  from  the  judicial  bench,  he  did 
think  it  to  be  his  duly  to  call  upon  the 
worthy  magistrate  to  explain  that  state- 
ment ;  and  in  doing  so  be  expressed  his 
earnest  hope  that  such  expressions  had 
not  fallen  from  him,  because,  if  true  as 
reported,  they  were  calculated  to  cast  an 
imputation  upon  the  due  administration  of 
justice  that  was  highly  dangerous,  and 
also  to  sow  dissension  between  large  classes 
of  her  Majesty's  subjects.  He  then  called 
upon  the  worthy  magistrate  to  explain  the 
report  to  which  he  alluded.  The  worthy 
magistrate  oliered  an  explanation,  and  in 
so  doing  declared  that  the  refiort  was  in 
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many  esMiittal  particulars  inaccurate,  and 
the  answer  on  the  whole  waa  satisfactory. 
If  an  nnguarded  expression  had  been 
used,  it  would  not  again  be  re|)eated.  He 
thought  the  explanation  satisfactory,  and 
he,  therefore,  hoped  the  House  would  not 
carry  the  matter  further. 

Bill  went  through  committee,  report  to 
be  received. 

Poor*Lav  Commissioh.]  On  the 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  House  to  go  into 
Committee  on  the  Poor-taw  Commission 
Bill  being  read, 

Mr.  S,  Crawford  rose  and  said,  that  he 
had  to  solicit  the  kind  indulgence  of  the 
House,  while  he  endeavouretl  to  bring 
before  them  the  important  subject  which 
he  proposed  to  submit  to  their  consdera- 
tion — a  subject  which  he  was  aware 
might,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House  and 
of  the  country,  have  follen  into  abler 
hands  than  his.  No  other  hon.  Memt)er, 
however,  having  given  notice  on  the  same 
subject,  he  felt  it  bis  duty  to  come  forward, 
and  if  he  failed  in  his  advocacy  of  that 
great  cause  the  consequences  were  not  his 
foult,  but  that  of  his  constituents,  in  not 
having  sent  a  more  worthy  representative 
to  the  House,  In  so  important  a  subject 
as  this  be  was  fullv  aware  how  necessary 
it  was  to  avoid  all  party  recriminations, 
and  hep  t)ierefore»  wished  to  oast  no  impu- 
tation on  Oeotieiiiea  on  either  tide  of  the 
Hoise  who  had  supported  the  pniici{^e  of 
the  bin,  but  only  to  call  on  them  to  con- 
sider whether  the  further  extension  of  it 
ought  not  in  some  degree  to  be  suspended 
during  a  period  of  such  great  distress,  and 
while  the  further  consideratioa  of  it  was 
pending.  The  right  boo.  Baronet  opposite 
and  the  Government  had  asked  for  time 
to  consider  all  the  provisions  of  the  Poor- 
law  Act,  and  he  thought  he  was  therefore 
entitled  lo  assume  that  the  measure  might 
have  Its  delects,  and  if  there  were  those 
deAKts  it  must  be  admitted  that  they  might 
opemte  disadvantageottsly  on  tiw  poor 
dsirinr  the  liase  when  they  would  be  under 
eonsfdevatiofi.  For  that  reason,  and  with 
a  view  of  preventing  that  evH,  it  was,  that 
he  now  claimed  from  the  House  a  con- 
sideration of  the  propriety  of  suspending 
the  powers  <rf  the  oocnmissioners  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  during  the  time  while  this  vote 
for  the  teniporary  renewal  of  the  commia- 
ston  would  take  effect.  By  the  Poor-law 
Bill  the  oommisaionera  were  vntntsted  with 
abaakle  powers  over  the  tN>ards  of  guar- 


dians—absolute in  every  respect,  with  the 
exception  that  they  could  not  interfere 
with  the  actual  relief  to  be  given  to  indi- 
viduals. But  they  had  abaolute  power  as 
to  the  formation  of  unions ;  they  had  a 
right  to  form  as  many  unions  as  they 
might  think  fit.  By  the  15th  section  of 
the  act  absolute  power  was  given  to  the 
Poor-low  Commissioners  to  make  ordefi 
for  the  regulation  of  the  boards  of  guar- 
dians ;  and  by  the  52d  section  there  were 
particular  powers  as  regarded  the  adminis- 
tration of  out-door  relief.  The  words  of 
that  section  were—   - 

"  Tliat  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the 
act  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners, 
by  soch  rules,  orders,  and  regulations,  as  they 
might  think  lit  to  issue,  to  declare  to  what  ex- 
tent, and  to  what  purpose,  relief  to  able- 
bodied  paupers  should  be  administered  through- 
oul  the  kingdom,  and  in  what  proportions,  to 
what  persons  and  classes  of  persons,  at  what 
time  and  in  what  place  and  manner,  such  out- 
door relief  stiould  be  afforded." 

Now,  he  maintained,  that  it  was  con- 
templated by  that  order,  that  out-door 
relief  was  to  be  continued,  and  he  main- 
tained that  the  commissioners  hadexceeded 
their  powers  by  their  order,  in  which 
they  took  away  the  power  of  affording 
out- door  relief.  He  submitted  to  the 
House  that  that  order  was  not  con- 
sistent with  the  act.  The  words  of 
that  order  were,"  that  every  able- 
bodied  pauper  be  relieved  In  the  work* 
house,  and  such  portions  of  the  families 
of  SQch  able-bodied  paupers  as  may  be 
resident  with  such  able-bodied  paupers 
and  not  in  employment  and  the  wives  of 
such  able-bodied  paupers,  if  resident  with 
them."  Now,  he  maintained  that  the  words 
of  this  order  were  not  in  accordance  with 
the  powers  of  the  commissioners  as  laid 
down  in  the  act,  and  he  contended  that  it 
was  the  duty  off  the  House  to  limit  the 
exercise  of  a  power  which  in  a  period  of 
sttch  distress  might  be  made  the  medium 
of  the  most  grievous  cruelty  aird  oppres- 
sion. The  principle  that  seemed  to  have 
dictated  that  order  was,  that  poverty 
arises  from  profligacy,  and,  therefore,  that 
poverty  ought  to  be  subjected  to  punish- 
asent.  B«^  he  maintained  that  in  the 
present  citvumstanoes  of  the  country, 
there  were  a  great  many  most  honest  and 
industrious  persons  in  the  community  who 
were  subjected  to  distress,  not  from  the 
consequences  of  their  own  fault ;  under 
such  cifcumstaaces  the  cases  of  persons 
so  situated  ought  to  be  taken  into  conai- 
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deration,  aDd  ParliameDt  ought  to  ioter- 
pofte  to  stop  the  execution  of  the  order. 
Under  the  existing  system  five  great  evils 
were  prevalent  i—first,  the  separation  of 
families;  secondly,  arbitrary  punishment 
and  too  severe  discipline ;  thirdly,  harsh- 
ness to  old  age;  fourthly,  bad  food; 
fifthly,  difficulty  of  obtaining  admission 
into  the  workhouse ;  and  sixthly,  the  mix- 
ture of  the  virtuous  with  the  profligate. 
The  great  principle  seemed  to  be  to  sur- 
round the  workhouse  by  terrors,  and  these 
were  the  terrors  by  which  it  was  surroun- 
ded ;  terrors  which  too  often  prevented 
honest  and  industrious  members  of  the 
community  from  availing  themselves  of 
the  relief  afforded  by  the  Legislature  to 
the  poor.  With  the  permission  of  the 
House,  he  would  refer  to  some  facts  which 
he  had  collected,  and  which  he  had 
classed  under  these  several  heads.  They, 
were  collected  from  different  unions  in 
which  all  those  points  which  he  had  men- 
tioned were  productive  of  great  oppres- 
sion. He  would  first  apply  himself  to  the 
subject  of  the  separation  of  man  and 
wife.  He  was  willing,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  admit  that  when  Targe  bodies  of  persons 
were  congregated  togetheri  it  was  difficult 
in  all  cases  to  avoid  separation  of  families  ; 
but  surely  the  principle  could  not  be  jus. 
tified  when  applied  to  the  separation  of 
mother  and  child  under  circumstances  of 
great  hardship,  and  still  more  when  car- 
ried to  the  extent  of  separating  a  mother 
from  her  sucking  child.  Those  instances 
he  would  state,  together  with  the  others 
which  he  had  collected,  and  which  he  had 
classified  under  the  six  heads  which  he 
had  already  mentioned.  Of  separation 
of  families  even  to  the  extent  of  mother 
and  sucking  infant,  there  was  an  instance 
at  Bath.  A  letter  of  Mr.  F.  Watts,  a 
chaplain  at  Bath  to  The  Times^  Septem- 
ber, 1840,  stated,— 

**  About  a  fortnight  ago  a  woman  came  out 
of  the  house  under  the  following  circum- 
stances :•— While  she  was  out  in  the  yard  the 
porter  went,  unseen  by  her,  into  the  ward  and 
snatched  up  her  baby,  only  eight  months  old, 
and  carried  it  away.  She  did  not  discover  the 
robbery  until  the  porter  had  arrived  at  the 
other  side  of  the  fud  door,  where  the  unfeel- 
ing monster  stood  ridiculing  the  anguish  of 
the  parent,  whose  cries  were  very  nearly 
making  her  for  hours  an  inmate  of  the  black- 
hole.  The  poor  creature  nothing  able  to  en- 
dure the  thoughts  of  her  infant  crying  and 
moaning  all  the  night  through,  immediately 
left  the  house  for  the  purpose  of  weaning  it  I J*'**^  *  ,,  „  ^^  ,' 
bydegree^.'*  (house  at  HiUiDgd( 


Of  excessive  punishment  and  discipltii^ 
there  was  an  instance  at  Eton,  where  a 
mother  was  confined  for  thirty- two  hours 
for  visiting  a  sick  child ;  also,  at  Bath 
there  was  the  case  of  Rebecca  Collett, 
punished  io  a  similar  manner  for  an 
offence  of  a  like  nature.  At  Hoo  the 
flogging  of  girls  of  fifteen  years  of  age 
by  the  master,  with  an  indecent  exposure 
of  their  persons,  was  already  well  known. 
At  Bath  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Watts,  who  made 
the  complaint  with  regard  to  Rebecca 
GoUett,  was  dismissed ;  and  at  Eton  the 
hon.  and  rev.  S.  G.  Osborne  was  punished 
by  a  vote  of  censure.  Of  harsh  treat- 
ment of  old  people  there  was  a  case  at 
Crediton  workhouse  with  reference  to  the 
two  old  men  Lock  and  Dart.  AfWr  the 
death  of  these  men  an  enquiry  was  made 
by  the  guardians,  who  were  disgusted 
with  a  futile  inquiry  made  by  the  assistant- 
commissioner.  The  following  was  the  cyi- 
dence  of  one  of  the  witnesses  :*-Packer 
stated, 

^  I  have  seen  Dart  washed  in  cold  water 
several  times.  I  have  seen  him  taken  from 
his  room  across  the  court  to  the  washhouse, 
and  washed  naked  with  a  mop,  James  Trem- 
lett  took  him,  and  be  was  hardly  able  to  walk. 
I  have  seen  Robert  Tucker  and  Tremlett  waah 
him  with  a  mop  and  cold  water.  I  was  pre- 
sent at  the  time,  and  Mr.  Leach  (the  master 
of  the  workhouse)  was  there.  I  have  seen 
Mr.  Leach  present  when  he  was  washed  with 
cold  water.  It  was  after  Christmas.  It  turned 
me  so  much,  that  I  hoped  I  should  never  come 
to  the  pass  of  that  poor  fellow.  I  have  seen 
Pitts  draw  a  bucket  of  cold  water  from  the 
cock  and  throw  it  right  down  over  Dart,  and 
there  was  Tucker  washing  him  down  with  a 
mop  all  over  his  body  and  legs.    Pitts  said, 

*  Will  one  bucket  do  V  and  Tucker  answered, 

*  Heave  five  over  him,  and  III  make  a  soager 
of  him.'  Pitts  kept  heaving  cold  water  over 
him ;  Dart  said,  '  Now  you  are  a  mind  to 
kill  me.'  Dart's  senses  were  almost  gone ; 
it  was  enough  to  kill  any  man  in  his  perfect 
health.  Tremlett  was  there  twice  when  ne  was 
washed  with  cold  water;  Leach  was  there 
when  the  five  buckets  were  thrown  over  him, 
and  the  answer  Leach  made  was,  '  Not  too  ill 
usage,'  and  he  went  away.  I  said,  '  He  can't 
stand  this  long,'  and  the  answer  Leach  made 
was,  that  it  would  be  no  sin  to  give  him  laa- 
danum  to  put  him  to  sleep  out  of  the  way." 

In  Uxbridge  workhouse  an  old  man, 
William  Wye,  seventy  ^ears  of  age, 
severely  afflicted  with  sciatica,  formerly  a 
market  gardener,  was  obliged  to  resort  to 
the  workhouse.  On  his  son  going  to  see 
him  a  few  days  afterwards  at  the  nnion- 
lon,  be  found  his  aged 
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father  io  a  very  bad  state,  complaining 
greatly  of  cold  and  shivering,  and  the  son 
on  inquiry  learned  that  his  smallclothes, 
which  just  before  he  entered  the  work- 
house had  been  lined  with  flannel  at  the 
expense  of  the  clergyman  of  ihe  parish, 
as  well  as  his  flannel  drawershad  been  taken 
from  him.  The  son  immediately  applied 
to  \Veekley,the  governor  of  the  workhouse, 
on  the  subject,  because  his  father,  from 
the  nature  of  his  affliction,  required  warm 
clothing,  and  requested  that  he  might  be 
allowed  to  wear  the  lined  smallclothes 
instead  of  the  thin  ones  of  the  union,  or 
else  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  wear  his 
great  coat  over  his  union  clothes,  Weekley, 
however,  refused  the  application,  saying, 
that  as  his  father  had  consented  to  become 
a  pauper,  by  coming  into  the  union  work- 
house, he  could  not  be  treated  better  than 
the  other  inmates.  Of  repugnance  to  enter 
the  workhouse  there  was  a  remarkable  evi- 
dence in  the  case  of  William  Eaton,  a 
ladies  shoemaker,  who  died  from  want  in 
March  last.  He  had  applied  at  Kensington 
union  workhouse  for  out*  door  relief,  and 
had  got  a  small  and  inadequate  supply  of 
food  on  some  occasions,  but  on  the  23d 
of  Febraary  an  order  of  admission  to  the 
workhouse  was  given  him.  He  had  this 
order  in  his  possession,  yet  died  of  want 
rather  than  enter  the  House.  Mr.  Madden 
said-* 

''  The  deceased's  case  was  revised  by  the 
board  every  fortnight,  and  his  ghastly  appear- 
ance induced  both  roe  and  the  board  to  advise 
him  to  come  into  the  House,  thinking  it  would 
be  a  charity  to  take  him  in ;  but  he  always 
said,  *  No,  I  thank  you.'  The  jury  fouud  a  ver- 
dict, *  that  the  deceased  died  from  exhaustion, 
gradually  produced  by  a  scantiness  of  nourish- 
ment.*" 

In  the  examination  on  this  case,  it 
appeared  that  the  difficulties  imposed  on 
applicants  were  of  the  roost  oppressive 
nature  at  the  Kensington  union-house, 
partly  ascribable  to  the  largeness  of  the 
union.     Mr.  Ryder  slated — 

**  Mr.  Coroner,  there  have  been  cases  in 
which  persons  while  waiting  have  fallen  down 
from  exhaustion.  During  the  winter  they 
have  frequentlv  waited  from  eleven  in  the  fore- 
noon until  eight  and  nine  o'clock  at  night,  in 
all  the  frost  and  snow,  and  then  some  of  them 
have  been  sent  back  without  relief  to  the  next 
day.  Some  of  the  cases  of  exhaustion  have 
appeared  in  the  papers." 

Mr.  Mayers  stated — 

^  If  applicants  are  not  in  the  workhouse  by 
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eleven  o'clock,  they  are  not  admitted  to  see 
the  board  at  all." 

The  Coroner — 

"  Do  you  really  mean  to  say,  that  poor 
creatures  coming  from  Fulham,  or  from  Kensal- 
green  on  the  Harrow-road,  to  the  Workhouse  at 
Kensington,  and,  miscalculating  their  strength, 
take  half  an  hour  longer  to  walk  it,  if  they 
reached  it  after  eleven  o'clock^  they  would  be 
excluded  ?" 

Mr.  Mayers — 

"  I  certainly  do  say  so." 

Another  remarkable  case  of  the  like 
nature  was  that  of  Elizabeth  East.  It  ap- 
peared that  this  woman  died  of  a  slow 
process  of  starvation,  and  although  for  a 
length  of  time  suffering  the  eflects  of  want, 
she  could  not  reoncile  her  mind  to  the 
workhouse  domicile.  Edward  Holmes, 
with  whom  she  had  lodged  some  time  pre- 
viously, said,  he  advised  her, a  he  had 
often  done  before,  to  apply  to  the  work- 
house ;  but  she  said — 

"  Oh,  no,  no,  I'll  not  go  to  the  workhouse, 
while  I  can  scrape  a  few  halfpence  by  selling 
Congreves." 

Deceased  had  nothing  to  eat  that  day, 
nor  at  any  time  previous  to  her  death,  she 
having  no  money,  and  he  not  having  any 
thing  to  give  her.  The  jury  returned  the 
following  verdict : — 

"  That  the  deceased  died  from  exhaustion, 
consequent  on  starration,  arising  from  her  not 
having  made  application  to  the  parish  for  relief, 
and  from  her  refusal  to  go  to  the  workhouse." 

Of  bad  feeding  and  other  discomforts  a 
notable  instance  was  afforded  in  the  Bridge- 
water  workhouse.  In  evidence  taken  before 
the  House  of  Lords  the  following  facts 
were  proved: — 

<'  In  August,  1836,  the  pommissioners'  die« 
tary  was  introduced.  The  inmates  were  then 
generally  healthy,  according  to  the  return.  On 
the  25th  of  October  the  return  was,  *  Much 
sickness  among  the  children  and  old  people. 
The  medical  officer  reported  the  dietary  was 
producing  disease.  The  committee  made  a 
like  representation,  and  that  the  house  was 
infectious.  The  guardians  answered,  that  the 
dietary  haring  been  fixed  by  the  commissioners 
must  be  abided  by,  and  that  whilst  there  was 
room  fresh  applications  must  be  admitted. 
Notwithstanding  numerous  deaths,  this  system 
was  continued  from  the  25th  of  October,  1836, 
to  the  21st  of  April,  1837." 

Of  the  use  of  unwashed  linen,  there  was 

an   instance  in  the    Pewsey  workhouse. 

Facts  are  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  rev. 

W.  Bleeck  of  the  condition  of  the  paupers 
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from  want  of  clean  clothing  that  were  of 
a  most  disgraceful  character,  and  this  rev. 
gentleman,  for  reporting  these  facta,  was 
first  censured  by  the  board  of  guardians, 
and  afterwards  compelled  by  the  assistant- 
commissioner  to  resign  his  situation.  For 
these  facts  he  would  refer  to  the  letter  of 
the  rev.  Gentleman  in  the  Times^  dated 
June  17,  1840.  Of  refusal  and  difficulties 
of  admission  there  was  an  instance  : — At 
an  inquest,  held  some  time  back,  on  the 
body  of  Hannah  Robinson,  it  appeared 
that  she  was  paralytic  ;  that  her  husband 
was  a  working  man;  that  he  applied  to 
the  officers  of  St.  George's,  Hanover- 
square,  to  take  her  into  the  workhouse, 
because  she  was  not  in  safety  when  left 
alone,  and  he  could  not  pay  a  servant  to 
attend  her  when  he  was  working.  The 
answer  was  no;  he  must  also  come  into 
the  house  along  with  her.  This  industrious 
man  being  able  to  support  himself  would 
not  be  a  burden  on  the  public ;  he  did 
not  go  in.  His  wife  was  left  alone.  In  her 
helpless  condition  her  clothes  cauorht  fire, 
and  she  was  burnt  to  death.  The  jury 
added  the  following  remark  to  their 
verdict : — 

•*  The  jury  cannot  separate  without  express- 
ing  in  the  strongest  manner  their  abhorrence 
of  such  a  system  of  oppression  to  the  poor,  and 
hope  that  no  similar  case  will  be  refused  at- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  overseer  or  relieving 
officer  in  future." 

The  coroner  was  alto  requested  to  write 
to  the  parochial  anthorities  on  the  subject. 
At  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  Elizabeth 
Friry,  November,  1840,  it  appears  that 
after  different  applications  to  have  her 
taken  to  the  workhouse,  she  died  from  dis* 
ease,  brought  on  by  want.  The  following 
was  the  verdict : — 

^  We  find  that  Elizabeth  Friry  died  from 
fever,  brought  on  by  the  want  of  food  and  suf- 
ficient nourishment;  and  that  the  jury  cannot 
separate  without  espressiog  their  disapproba* 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  the  relieving  officer  and 
of  the  surgeons  io  not  being  more  prompt  in 
their  attention  to  the  wants  of  the  deceased." 

With  reference  to  the  mixture  of  the 
vicious  and  the  virtuous,  the  rev.  Fowell 
Watts,  formerlychaplain  to  the  Bath  union, 
stated  in  a  letter  to  the  Ttmes^  dated 
August  t20,  1840— 

**  I  had  occasion,  not  long  before  my  re- 
moval, to  complain  in  the  chaplain's  book  of 
two  most  improper  grown*up  girls  having  been 
pot  with  the  school  children,  and  in  three  dif- 
ferent entries  to  entreat  that  they  might  be  re- 


moved ;  io  one  observing,  *  for  I  conaijer 
every  hour  of  such  intercourse  to  be  fraught 
vflih  danger  to  the  morals  and  general  princi- 
ples of  the  children ;'  and  yet  these  girls  were 
left  among  the  children  about  ten  days  after 
my  first  entry." 

That  was  the  case  he  had  to  lay  before 
the  House.  The  result  of  this  system 
was,  that  the  respectable  moral  poor  would 
sell  their  goods,  part  with  their  clothes, 
and  keep  themselves  at  the  almost  extreme 
degree  of  starvation,  rather  than  go  into 
the  workhouse,  while  those  whose  sense  of 
morality  was  not  so  strong  committed 
crime  in  order  to  obtain  support  in  a  gaol. 
Disease,  wretchedness,  suicide  frequently 
restilted  from  the  same  cause.  The  spirit 
of  the  people  was  broken  down  by  that 
feeling  of  self-degradation  which  must 
ensue  from  being  compelled  in  the  work- 
house to  associate  with  the  most  aban- 
doned of  every  description.  Another  con- 
sequence of  this  state  of  things  was  a  dis- 
position to  outrage ;  while  the  apprehen- 
sion of  disturbance  introduced  the  rural 
police — a  novel  species  of  constabulary, 
which  was  itself  a  degradation  to  English* 
men — as  if  the  peace  of  the  country  could 
not  be  maintained  as  in  the  days  and  upon 
the  institutions  of  Alfred,  by  the  people 
themselves,  without  resorting  to  the  aid  of 
a  hired  police.  It  would  not  be  denied, 
that  distress  prevailed  among  the  people 
to  an  unprecedented  extent.  To  whatever 
cause  they  might  attribute  it,  the  existence 
of  that  distress  could  not  be  denied. 
While  Ministers  took  time  to  consider  the 
provisions  of  the  new  law — while  they  re- 
quired time,  and  he  admitted  the  justice 
of  the  demand  for  the  considtration  of 
the  Corn- law  questbn,  was  it  not  fitting, 
while  they  refused  to  lower  the  price  of 
provisions,  that  some  step  should  be  taken 
at  least  to  relax»  during  the  winter,  the 
inhibitory  orders  of  the  Poor-law  commis- 
sioners? The  commissioners,  it  seemed, 
were  determined  to  carry  those  orders  into 
effect,  as  far  as  they  possibly  could.  He 
would  take  the  liberty  of  reading  to  the 
House  one  or  two  extracts  from  their  last 
report. 

**  We  have  the  satisfliction  to  state  to  your 
Lordship  that  more  progress  has  been  made  io 
extending  the  provisions  of  the  Poor-law 
Amendment  Act  to  new  districts  in  the  year 
to  which  our  present  report  relates,  than  was 
made  in  the  preceding  year.'' 

They  then  state  different  manufecturing 
districts,-^the  Manchester^  S4irord,  and 
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they  go  on  to 


Cbarlipn  vniona.    Tb«n 
say  in  another  pUce-^ 

"  We  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing 
your  Lordship  that,  although  last  winter  was 
unusually  lonfi  and  se¥ere,  the  main  provision 
of  the  prohibitory  order  (the  wiihholding  out- 
door relief  from  the  able-bodied  in  health)  was 
supported,  with  only  a  few  exceptionS|  in  the 
unions  in  which  it  had  for  some  time  been  in 
fbrce,  and  in  the  majority  of  unions  to  which 
it  had  been  recently  issued ;  and  that  even  in 
the  unions  of  the  latter  class,  which  were  un- 
able to  carry  it  fully  into  effect,  a  considerable 
progress  was  made  towards  its  observance.'' 

Was  it  not  painful  that  such  a  declara^ 
tion  should  come  from  tho  commissioners, 
when  they  reflected  on  the  sufferings  of 
the  poor,  and  the  extraordinary  means 
they  were  compelled  to  resort  to  for  relief 
during  the  last  winter?  While  such  a 
spirit  influenced  the  commissioners,  they 
could  have  no  disposition  to  allow  a 
greater  licence  to  the  guardians,  nnless 
tne  House  interfered  to  limit,  in  some  de- 
gree, the  extent  of  their  control.  He 
would  now  say  a  few  words  with  respect 
to  the  Irish  PoorJaw.  He  had  heard  the 
flrst  Lord  of  the  Treasury  state  the  other 
night  his  great  satisfaction  with  the  re- 
ports received  from  Ireland,  and  his  deter- 
mination not  to  interfere  to  alter  the  pro- 
visions of  that  mtasure.  It  was  richt  that 
Ministers  should  not  be  deceived  in  the 
opinion  they  formed  with  reference  to  the 
Irish  Poor-law*  It  certainly  had  not  come 
so  far  into  operation  as  to  enable  one  to 
say  that  it  would  be  effective  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor.  Only  a  very  few  unions  had 
yet  been  forpned,  and  the  poor  were  still 
scattered  to  a  great  extent  throughout  the 
country.  But  he  must  take  the  liberty  of 
expressing  his  opinion  that  it  never  could 
be  carried  into  effect  under  its  present 
provisions.  Its  provisions  were  still  worse 
in  many  respects  than  those  of  the  English 
bill.  The  English  bill  left  a  discretionary 
power  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners, 
with  re^^ard  to  put-door  relief;  but  in  the 
Irish  bill  they  were  much  more  stringent, 
giving  no  power  to  the  commissioners, 
the  guardians*  or  any  other  authority, 
under  any  circumstances  to  administer 
one  farthing  of  relief  out  of  the  work- 
house* A  poor  man  mi^ht  reside  ten 
miles  distant  from  the  union  workhouse, 
he  might  be  sick,  in  extreme  distress,  and 
it  might  ha  impossible  to  remove  him  to 
the  workhouse ;  still  it  woeld  be  impos«- 
sibie  to  administer  to  him  any  relief  whai- 


Cammhrion*  934 

ever  without  its  walls.  An  act  so  con- 
structed never  could  come  into  beneficial 
operation  in  such  a  country  as  Ireland. 
There  were  many  instances  which  he 
might  quote  illustrative  of  the  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical  mode  in  which  the  act  was 
carried  into  effect.  He  would  content 
himself  with  selecting  one  or  two  : — 

'<  In  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  guard- 
ians of  the  North  Dublin  union,  reported  in 
the  "  Freeman*'  of  the  6th  of  March,  1841,  a 
complaint  was  made  that  a  boy  named  Walter 
Wheelan  was  struck  on  the  back  of  the  head 
with  the  handle  of  a  hammer,  by  the  master  of 
the  workhouse,  so  that  the  boy  fell  down  in  a 
faint,  senseless.  A  witness  swore,  that  he  saw 
the  boy  struck  and  fall  on  his  back,  and  that 
the  master  desired  him  (witness)  to  bring 
water  to  throw  on  the  boy*s  face  to  revive  him. 
The  board  ruled  it  a  false  statement,  because 
they  did  not  believe  that,  being  struck  behind, 
he  would  fall  on  his  back  ;  and,  on  this  ground 
alone,  acquitted  the  master,  and  ordered  the 
man  and  the  boy  to  be  expelled  from  the  m  ork* 
house.  Again,  in  the  same  day's  proceedings, 
a  complaint  was  made  of  the  unreasonable  se- 
verity with  which  ahoy  had  been  punished  by 
ihe  schoolmaster.  The  cat-o'-nine-tails  was 
brought  before  the  board ;  it  is  described  as  a 
monstrous  weapon;  the  use  of  it  was  con- 
demned, and  ordered  to  be  discontinued.  But 
it  appeared  that  the  mother  of  the  child  had 
remonstrated  when  she  saw  the  child  beaten 
with  it ;  and  what  was  her  punishment?  She 
was  put  into  one  of  the  solitary  cells  and  con- 
fined, from  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  till 
seven  in  the  evening,  and  yet  no  censure  was 
passed  against  the  master  either  for  the  pu« 
nlshment  of  the  mother  or  the  boy.  In  the 
same  day's  proceedings,  it  was  moved  by  one 
of  the  guardians,  that  children  of  from  two  to 
five  years  old  should  be  allowed  to  sleep  with 
I  heir  mothers*  The  proposition  was  rejected 
by  a  minority  of  two  to  one." 

The  mode  in  which  children  were  treated 
appeared  in  the  following  extract : — 

''We  find  that  for  children  under  two  years 
old,  left  with  their  mothers,  an  allowance  was 
^iven  out  of  boiled  bread  and  milk  twioe  a 
day  I  but  the  mothers  were  not  allowed  to  heat 
it  except  in  the  morning  and  in  the  evening, 
unless  when  the  children  were  in  hospital. 
Children  from  two  to  five  rose  at  eight  in  the 
morning,  but  got  no  breakflist  till  eleven.  In 
the  female  ward  there  were  eighty  children  in 
twenty-two  beds.  In  another  female  ward  and 
closet,  intended  for  tlie  accommodation  of  100, 
there  were  180  children  ;  there  were  seven  in 
one  bed  and  six  in  each  of  four  beds.  In  one 
boys'  ward,  there  were  126  boys  of  from  two 
to  five ;  one  pauper  woman  had  the  night 
charge  of  them  all,  although  several  of  them 
had  sore  heads,  sore  eyes,  itch,  and  dysentery. 
The  board  on  this  representation  ordered  one 
woman  to  every  ten  ^li^ML^e^Jby  Sfi-tipfegktedf, 
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bare  straw,  tossed  up  in  the  day  timCi  but  not 
brought  out  to  air  or  dry." 


There  was  another  case  of  still  grosser 
character : — 

'•  Cork  Union,— At  a  meeting  of  the  guard- 
ians held  on  the  26th  uU.  (the  26th  of  January, 
1841),  Mr.  Gould  drew  atteiitiou  to  a  disgrace- 
ful and  demoralizing  trade  carried  on  in  that 
house,  that  of  '  procuresses '  going  in  as  pau- 
pers and  mixing  with  the  young  females,  whom 
they  endeavoured  to  deprave  in  mind,  and 
then  got  them  to  seek  their  discharges  to  be- 
come prostitutes.  The  truth  of  Mr.  Gould's 
statement  was  assented  to  by  the  other  guard- 
ians." 

Was  it  possible  to  suppose  that  any 
person  of  proper  feeling,  however  poor, 
would  consent  to  allow  their  children  to 
go  into  a  house  where  they  would  be  ex- 
posed to  such  temptation  and  compelled 
to  associate  with  such  depraved  charac- 
ters? He  hoped  the  House  would  pardon 
him  for  having  intruded  sucb  instances 
upon  their  attention ;  he  thought,  however, 
It  was  better  to  make  out  his  case  by  a 
reference  to  facts  than  by  any  attempt  at 
declamation.  He  asked  from  hon.  Mem- 
bers no  sacrifice  of  their  principles  or  opi- 
nions. With  those  who  approved  of  the 
principles  and  operation  of  the  New  Poor- 
law  Act  he  would  not  at  present  contend. 
He  was  willing  that  the  general  discussion 
should  be  reserved  till  the  Government 
brought  the  subject  fully  before  the  House; 
but  this  he  would  say,  that  under  such  a 
statement  of  facts  as  he  had  laid  before 
themt  and  considering  the  condition  of 
the  people,  humanity  alone  required  that 
the  powers  of  the  commissioners  should 
be  restrained  until  the  new  measure  was 
introduced.  He  trusted  he  had  made  out 
a  case  which  would  have  the  support  of 
every  friend  of  humanity,  and  especially 
of  all  those  who  had  on  different  occasions 
condemned  the  New  Poor-law  Act.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Finsbury,  perhaps,  would 
endeavour  to  dissuade  him  from  testing 
the  opinion  of  the  House  by  means  of  a 
division;  he  must  say,  however,  that  in 
his  opinion  no  question  was  worthy  of 
being  discussed  which  was  not  worthy  of 
being  carried  to  a  division.  He  did  not 
hink  that  it  added  to  the  respectability 
of  that  House  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  to 
have  eternal  talking  on  questions  without 
bringing  them  to  the  proper  lest — the 
votes  of  hon.  Members.  It  might  be  said 
that  a  measure  being  in  a  minority  showed 
weakness,  and  that  insisting  on  a  division 
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in  such  a  case  must  injure  the  cause»  But 
reform  and  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade 
for  many  years  were  advanced  only  bj 
minorities.  If  the  cause  did  succe^  in- 
doors a  manifestation  of  feeling  out  of 
doors  came  to  its  assistance;  and,  in  his 
opinion,  nothing  could  be  done  in  the 
advancement  of  popular  rights  or  interests 
but  by  the  power  of  those  without,  acting 
upon  hon.  Members  within  the  House. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  felt  it  would  be 
impossible  to  rouse  public  opinion  upoa 
any  subject,  unless  the  people  saw  there 
were  men  in  the  House  ready  to  support 
their  rights  by  advocating  their  measures, 
and  carrying  them  to  the  test  of  a  division. 
This  was  the  proper  mode  of  acting,  and 
he  for  one  would  never  intrude  upon  the 
House  any  motion  which,  unless  acceded 
to,  be  did  not  think  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  call  for  a  division.  Thanking 
the  House  for  the  great  indulgence  they 
had  shown  him,  which  he  attributed  to 
the  interest  and  importance  of  the  subject 
introduced,  he  begged,  in  conclusion,  to 
move  the  first  instruction  of  which  he  had 
given  notice,  presuming  it  would  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  take  each  in- 
struction separately. — The  hon.  Member 
accordingly  moved 


'M.  That  it  bean  instruction' to  the 
mittee,  Uiat  they  have  power  to  introduce  a 
clause  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  com- 
missioners  from  the  date  of  the  passing  of  this 
bill,  to  declare  the  formation  of  any  new  un* 
ions  in  districts  which  are  not  already  placed 
under  the  operation  of  the  act  4th  and  5th  of 
William  4th,  c.  76." 

Mr.  Ferrand  rose  to  second  the  motioo. 
He  assured  the  House  he  did  so  with  the 
greatest  diffidence,  but  when  he  stated 
that  he  had  taken  the  most  active  part  for 
many  years  in  bringing  before  the  notice 
of  the  public  what  he  considered  to  be  the 
most  objectionable  parts  of  this  bill,  and 
that  there  had  been  a  strone  feeliog  io 
support  of  his  views  among  that  class  of 
the  people  whom  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
described  as  unrepresented  in  that  House, 
he  felt  he  should  hare  a  kind  indulgeooe 
shoivn  him  from  that  (the  Ministerial)  side 
of  ilie  House  after  the  sympathy  they  had 
expressed  on  the  hustings ;  for  ne  believed 
it  came  from  the  heart,  for  the  poor  never 
appealed  to  them  in  vain,  their  hand  was 
always  open  to  relieve  distress ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  should  have  the  atten- 
tion of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  when  he 
told  them  be  was  in  possession  of  the  pre- 
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•criptioD  which  the  right  hoo.  Baronet 
bekm  would  recommend  for  the  distreBses 
of  the  country.  He  was  surprised  last 
night  to  hear  the  hon.  Member  for  Halifax 
declare  that  .there  was  no  excitement  in  the 
county  of  York  upon  this  question.  He 
could  assure  him  that  the  Conservative 
Members  who  had  been  returned  for  that 
county  had  no  occasion  to  raise  any  excite- 
ment there ;  it  came  with  open  hands  to 
welcome  them  when  they  went  to  solicit 
the  suffrages  of  the  electors.  The  hon. 
Member  had  said  there  was  no  excitement 
in  the  borough  of  Halifax.  Was  he  aware 
that  when  the  new  Poor-law  workhouse 
was  built  there  was  a  guard  obliged  to 
watch  it  day  and  night,  and  that  a  troop 
of  cavalry  was  quartered  in  the  town  for 
the  same  purpose  ?  Was  he  aware  that  the 
cavalry  had  trampled  under  foot  the  people 
of  Bradford^  because  they  had  assembled 
to  remonstrate  against  the  bill  ?  Was  he 
aware  of^what  took  place  at  Keighley.^ 
The  hon.  Member  for  Halifax  had  taunted 
the  Conservative  candidates  for  going  be- 
fore the  West  Riding  of  York,  and  using 
language  on  this  occasion  for  the  purpose 
of  carrving  their  election.  He  had  heard 
that  when  Lord  Milton  came  forward  on 
a  requisition  of  the  Whigs  of  the  West 
Riding,  with  the  name  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Halifax  at  their  head>  that  hon.  Mem- 
ber had  actually  assisted  in  drawing  up  his 
Lordship's  address  to  the  electors.  What, 
then,  was  Lord  Milton's  opinion?  He 
hent,  as  a  man  should,  to  public  opinion. 
He  said, 

**  If  the  Poor-law  requires  amendnaent  iD 
any  of  its  provisions,  I  am  ready  to  consider 
whatever  may  be  proposed  with  that  view.  I 
am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  every  security 
ought  to  be  given  for  its  being  administered  in 
teikierness  to  the  poor.  If  such  security  does 
not  DOW  exist,  I  am  desirous  that  it  should  be 
provided .'' 

He  maintained,  no  such  security  did 
exist.  There  was  another  point  which 
struck  him  very  forcibly  last  night.  It  had 
been  tauntingly  said  on  the  other  side*  that 
it  would  be  seen  from  Members'  votes  how 
they  were  inclined  to  keep  their  hustings 
profasions.  When  the  uivision  was  ap- 
proaching last  night  he  saw  several  hon. 
Members  leave  the  House*  who  were  ac- 
customed to  plume  themselves  on  their 
mnpathy  for  the  distresses  of  the  people. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Manchester  left  the 
House  before  the  division,  so  did  the  hon. 
Member  for  Leeds,  the  hon.  Member  for 
gftlford.     [Mr.  BroiherUm,  *'No,  no."] 


At  all  events  the  hon.  Member's  name  was 
not  in  the  list  of  the  division.    The  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport,  too,  (Mr.  Cobden), 
absented  himself.     The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Liskeard,    the  Member  for 
Tiverton,  and,  to  instance  no  more,  the 
colleague  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Halifax.     A  very  serious  charge 
had  been  made  against  hon.  Members  on 
that  (the  Ministerial)  side  of  the  House, 
for  having  made  a  handle  of  this  question 
ill  order  to  excite  the  people  and  carry 
their  elections.     He  would  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax,  and  those  who  made 
this  charge,  if  their  party  had  never  taken 
up  subjects  with  the  view  of  exciting  the 
passions  of  the  people.     Why,  be  baa  seen 
at  one  of  their  elections  a  chimney-sweeper, 
with  chains  about  his  legs,  representing  a 
negro  slave;    he  had  seen    a    scavenger 
dressed  up  as  a  bishop;  and  during  the 
excitement  of  the  Reform  Bill,  when  it 
required  some  extra  steam  to  make  the 
people  of  this  country  believe  the  assertions 
of  the  Whi^,  it  was  asserted  on  the  hust- 
ings of  the  city  of  Westminster,  that  a  iairer 
head  than  Adelaide's  had  rolled  upon  the 
block.     [«'  No,  wo."]    He  assured  them  it 
was  true.     In   a   procession   which   took 
place  in  the  borough  of  Leeds  during  the 
Reform  agitation — and  he  called  the  par- 
ticular attention  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Manchester    to  this — there  was  painted 
upon  one  of  the  flags  of  the  Whig  candi- 
dates the  King  in  petticoats  and  the  Queen 
in  breeches,  and  there  was  stuck  in  the 
King's  neck  the  axe.    The  son  of  the  late 
hon.  Member  for  Leeds,  who  sat  on  the 
Ministerial  side  of  the  House  during  the 
last  Session  of  Parliament,  proposed  three 
groans  for  the  Queen,  and  the  sire  of  so 
worthy  a  son  was  returned.     His  opinion 
on  the  New  Poor-law  was,  that  it  was  in 
the  highest  degree  unconstitutional,  that 
it  did  not  afibrd  adequate  relief  to  the 
poor,  and  that  they  were  not  receiving 
from  it  the  relief  to  which  the^  were  en- 
titled by  the  constitution  of  this  country. 
It  had  also  to  a  great  extent  dried  up  the 
sources  of  private  charity  in  the  country, 
and  given  an  excuse  to  hon.  Members  of 
that  House,  as  well  as  to  the  people  gene- 
rally, to  button  up  their  pockets,  and  not 
to  relieve  the  poor  in  the  manner  which 
the  feelings  of  humanity  prescribed.     He 
would  here  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning 
a  case  which  had  been  brought  under  his 
notice  by  Captain  Morris,  R.N.,  who  was 
a  perfect  stranger  to  him,  but  who  had 
been  induced  to  do  so  from  knosving  the 
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fientimeots  which  he  (Mr.  Ferrand)  enter- 
tained regarding  that  law.  The  letter  he 
had  received  from  that  gallant  Officer  he 
%eould  now  read^  with  permission  of  the 
House  ;-* 

"Charmouth,  Saturday,  Sept,  25,  1841. 
"Sir, — Having  observed  the  good  part  you 
are  taking  in  the  amendment  of  the  Poor-law 
Bill,  I  am  induced  to  write  to  you  upon  the 
subject ;  and  to  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting,  > 
if  it  has  not  already  occurred  to  yourself,  or 
some  other  Member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
moDSy  or  if  already  suggested,  to  strengthen 
by  a  very  strong  case,  the  necessity  of  having 
a  clause  introduced  into  the  bill,  which  will 
give  a  right  to  a  pauper  who  has  been  many 
years  resident  in  a  parish  not  his  own  to  re- 
ceive the  relief  afforded  him  by  the  union  to 
which  his  proper  parish  is  annexed,  in  that  to 
which  by  residence  he  is  attached,  and  in  which 
he  has  lived  and  laboured,  say  for  live  years. 
You  may  be  surprised  that  one  of  my  profes- 
sion should  take  so  much  interest  for  the  adop- 
tion of  this  particular  clause,  but  an  instance 
has  very  lately  occurred  in  which,  from  my 
long  acquaintance  with  the  pauper,  the  hard- 
ships and  sufferings  to  which  persons  under 
similar  circumstances  are  liable  have  been  so 
forcibly  intruded  upon  my  notice,  that  I  must 
indeed  have  been  either  indifferent  or  dead  to 
feelings  of  commiseration  for  the  miseries  of 
my  poorer  fellow-creatures,  if  I  had  not  used 
the  only  means  in  my  power  of  alleviating 
them,  or  at  least  in  endeavouring  to  do  so.  I 
have  enclosed  you  the  case  above  alluded  to, 
with  the  blanks  not  filled  up  with  the  names, 
fearing  the  publicity  of  them  may  excite  the 
unkind  feelings  of  the  guardians  of  his  parish, 
when  they  perceive  their  injustice  has  been 
publicly  noticed.  I  havoi  however,  given  the 
names  in  order  to  a  reference,  should  you 
deem  it  necessary.  Upon  perusing  the  state- 
ment herewith  enclosed,  and  which  can  be 
verified  upon  oath,  I  hope  you  will  allow  that 
a  case  sufficiently  strong  has  been  made  out 
to  excuse  an  entire  stranger  from  intruding 
upon  you,  and  for  presuming  to  suggest  an 
alteration  in  an  existing  law.  I  do  not  think 
that  because  this  part  of  the  law  was  the  same 
in  the  old  as  in  the  New  Poor-law,  it  should 
be  permitted  to  remain  so.  Oppression,  under 
whatever  law  or  form  of  it,  should,  if  possible, 
be  removed.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ^^ir, 
your  roost  obedient  servant. 

"  H.  G.  Moaais,  Capt.  R.N." 

The  case  alluded  to  was  as  follows.  He 
should  conceal  the  name  of  the  party,  as 
it  might  do  him  injury  in  his  parish  :•— 


"  I  is  a  laboarer,  aged  itfiy-five  yeais 

who  has  resided  and  laboured  in  the  parish  of 
Charroouth  nearly  forty  years,  but  belonging 
to  the  adjoininflf  parish  of  \V hitch urch-common, 
in  the  Bridport  Union,  county  of  Dorset.     lie  j 
has  brought  up  a  family  of  eight  children  with-  : 

n  parochial  assistance  of  any  kind,  except  in  t 


one  instance,  about  fourteen  years  ago,  when 
be  met  with  an  accident  and  brake  his  leg. 
While  under  cure  he  did  receive  assistaoo* 
from  his  proper  parish.  Being  returned  from 
Exeter  Hospital  with  an  incurable  complaint, 
he  was  obliged  to  seek  for  parochial  aid ;  and 
for  that  purpose,  on  the  7th  of  July  last,  he 
appeared  before  the  board  of  guardians  at 
Uridport.  lie  was  refused  relief  of  any  kind, 
until  passed  to  his  parish  in  regular  oowwt  of 
law.  Monday,  the  96th  of  July,  he  was  con* 
veyed  by  tha.parish  officers  to  Beaminsier»  for 
the  put  pose  of  being  examined  before  a  magis- 
trate ;  but,  no  magistrate  being  present,  he  was 
brought  back  to  Charmoulh,  and  on  Monday, 
the  2ud  of  August,  he  was  again  conveyed  to 
Beaminster,  was  examined,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  proper  number  of  days  he  was  sent 
to  his  parish,  and  has  been  allowed  4j.  a  week 
for  the  support  of  himself,  his  wife^  and  onn 
child  of  ten  years  old.  But  to  receive  that  4s. 
he  is  obliged  to  go  or  send  to  Chidcock,  a  dia* 
tancc  of  four  miles  and  a  half,  every  Saturday, 
it  being  the  place  of  residence  of  the  relieving 
officer  of  bis  parish. 

Miles. 

"On  the  7lh  of  July  he  went  from  Char- 
mouth  to  the  Bridport  Union,  a  dis* 
tance  of  seven   miles,  and   returned     14 

**  On  the  26th  of  July,  he  was  conveyed 
to  Beaminster,  a  distance  of  thirteen 
miles,  and  brought  back  to  Charrooath    96 

''  On  the  2nd  of  August,  conveyed  a 
second  lime  to  Beaminster  and  re* 
turned  to  Charmoulh  26 

Thus  making  a  distance  of  sixty-aia  miles 
which  this  poor  diseased  and  suffering  panpi\ 
has  been  obliged  to  travel  before  ha  could  lie 
legally  acknowledged  as  belonging  to  his 
parish,  although  he  had  formerly  received  as- 
sistance  from  it,  and  though  the  parish  he  be« 
longs  to,  is  in  some  parts  touching  the  bounds 
of  the  parish  of  Charmoulh,  in  which  he  in-> 
sides,  and  notwithstanding  the  cooniy  nsagis* 
trates  reside  in  the  town  of  Lyae^  not  two 
miles  distant  from  Charmoulh." 

In  the  union  of  Ket^hley,  to  the  West 
Biding  of  Yorkshire,  it  was  common  for 
old  and  destitute  persons,  sixty,  seventy, 
e\^^\\ij,  and  eren  ninety-three  yeare  of 
age,  for  he  had  known  such  an  Instaoee,  to 
hare  to  travel  In  the  moat  inclement  days 
of  winter  a  distance  of  sefen,  eight  or  nine 
miles,  to  attend  upon  the  board  of 
guardians;  to  arrive  at  ten  or  elereu 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  ataml  out  of 
doors  in  the  rain,  ^rbap8,fbr  a  loog  lime, 
for  they  were  let  in  ooe  by  one;  imd  the 
poor  decrepid  creature  who  cooM  noc  flttd 
his  or  her  way  to  the  door  at  an  early 
hour  was  obliged  to  stand  half  dead  fnm 
wet  and  cold  before  reoeiring  relief.  It 
often  happened  that  they  did  not  rMeim 
more  than  6A  or  Is.,  that  waa  all  tknl  wm 
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gireo  to  them  by  a  board  of  guardians, 
which   WM    often   composed    entirely  of 
manufacturers.     He  identified   the   New 
Poor-law  with   the  fiictory  system.     He 
belieyed  that  it  had  originated  first  of  all 
owing  to  the  fiusiory  labourers  in  Lan- 
cashire and  Yorkshire  being  so  reduced  by- 
death  and  disease,  that  the  cotton  spinners 
fband  it  impossible  to  carry  on  their  estab- 
lishments with  such  a  number  of  hands  as 
they  required,  and  this  law  originated  in  a 
deep-laid  design  between  the  rich  cotton 
spinners  of  Lancashire  and  the  Poor-law 
commissionersand  assistaot-oommissionera. 
He  would  giye  them  his  evidence  directly, 
he  would  assert  nothing  that  he  could  not 
(iroye.     When  the  hon.  Member  for  Man- 
chester moved  the  Address  in  answer  to 
the  speech  from  the  Throne,  he  had  de- 
scribedj  in  language  which  must  have  sunk 
deep  into  the  breast  of  every  man  of  feeling 
who  heard  it,  the  dreadful  state  of  misery 
and  distress  to  which  102  families  of  Man- 
chester were    now   reduced.    The   hon. 
Member  had  recalled  tu  his  recollection 
the  aooouat  of  the  rich  man  possessed  of 
this  world's  goods,  who  was  clothed  in 
purple  and  fine  linen,  and  fared  sumptu- 
ously CTery  day.    The  Hon.  Member  came 
to  that  House,  and  charged  the  landed 
proprietors  of  England  with  being  the 
cause  of  the  distress  of  those  poor  wretches. 
He  recolleoted  that  about  two  years  ago  a 
public  dinner  was  given  at  Manchester  by 
the  Anti-Corn-law  league  cotton*8pinners, 
and  by  way  of  giving  iteckU  and  effect*  they 
asked  over  to  it  the  hon.  and  learned  Member 
for  Cork  (Mr.  O'Connell).    The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  then  assarted,  that  the 
laodlofd's  venison    was   sweetened    with 
widow's  tears,  and  their  claret  dyed  with 
orphan's  blood.  That  language  was  cheered 
by  the  cotton^pinners ;   hot  it  was  re- 
ceived with  inefiable  disgust  by  the  working 
classes;   so  much  ao^  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  was  now  glad  to  pass  un- 
noticed through   Manchester.     Had    the 
hon.  Member  teen  there,  he  (Mr.  Ferrand) 
ahoukl  have  told  him  it  was  a  foul  calumny 
OD  the  landowners  of  England,  that  it  was 
alien  to  their  blood,  their  religion,  and 
their  soil.     In  the  sister  kingdom  of  Ire- 
land he  knew  this  had  been  asserted,  but 
be  would  ask  any  of  those  agitators  and 
lecturers  who  roamed  throu|^h  the  king, 
dom,  and  were  paid  salaries  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  the  foul  calumny  they 
could  heap  upon  the  landownera  of  £ne- 
landf  if,  instead  of  trying  to  set  landloras 
andflunen  againat  each  other,  and  stir  up 


hatred  where  affection  ought  to  subsist, 
they  had  made  inquiries  in  any  districts 
where  extensive  estates  were  situated.     If 
they  had  done  this,  they  would  have  found 
that  the  proprietors  of  those  estates,  by 
their  conduct  to  the  suffering  poor,  set  the 
very  best  example,  and  one  which  deserved 
to  be  followed  by  those  who  talked  more 
loudly  of  the  claims  of  the  poor.     But  the 
endeavours  of  those  of  the  opposite  side 
to  excite  the  poor  would  be  or  no  effect. 
They  had  made  immense  fortunes  by  the 
sweat  of  the  lubourer.     Where  was  the 
hon.   Member    for    Stockport,    who    the 
other  night  declared  that  the  Corn-laws 
were  baptized   in   blood.     [Mr.    Cobden 
"Here.'^    He  told  the    hon.   Member, 
every  fiirthing  he  had  gained  by  the  cotton 
trade  was  dyed  iu  the  blood  of  the  poor. 
The  manufacturers  had    so  glutted  the 
market  at  home  and  abroad,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  find  the  means  of  selling  their 
goods,  and  after  they  had  exhausted  their 
labourers  by  hard  labour,  they  cast  away 
the  poor  wretches  to  die  in  misery.   These 
unfortunate  people  had  petitioned  the  men 
of  wealth,  who  had  risen,  in  a  few  years^  to 
enurmous  fortunes,  to  hold  out  the  hand 
of  charity  to  them.    They  refused  charity 
to  their  victims,  but  they  came  into  that 
House  to  deceive  them  by  throwing  every 
term  of  obloquy  on  the  landed  proprietors. 
He  would  hold  up  to  those  Gentlemen,  and 
to  the  House,  a  picture  of  the  manu- 
facturers,  drawn  by  the  skilful  pencil  of 
Mr.  Marshall,  of  Leeds,  who  a  short  time 
ago  fell  into  a  dispute  with  Lord  Fitz- 
william.     Mr.  Marshall  was  a  fiax-spinner 
of  Leeds,  who  had  not  so  kind  a  feeling 
towards  the  poor  as  to  spend  his  capital  in 
England.  Wages  here  were  not  sufficiently 
low ;  Mr.  Marshall  must  go  to  Belgium, 
and  fit  up  a  mill  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Brussels,  where  labour  was  at  a  low  price. 
The  words  of  Mr.  Marshall  were — 

**  Look  again  at  the  crowded  streets  of  our 
great  manufacturing  towns ;  peruse  the  various 
statistic  accounts  by  impartial  observers  of  the 
terrible  destitution,  the  fearful  want,  disease, 
degradation,  misery —physical  and  moral— in 
every  shape  that  reigns  there.  Look  at  the 
wan  and  haggard  faces  of  the  workpeople  that 
come  into  our  courts  of  justice,  tnat  attend 
our  public  meetings.  See  how  the  very  lace 
of  Lnglishmen  is  dwindling  down  and  de- 
generating uader  the  effects  of  the  unremitting 
labour,  the  insufficient  and  unwholesome  food 
that  their  country's  laws  allow  them  to 
enjoy." 

He  thought  food  was  cheap  enough  in 
this  country,  if  the  labourer  were  properly 
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paid.  He  told  the  manufactureny  who 
came  here  to  lay  the  blame  of  the  misery 
they  had  caused  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
landed  proprietors^  that  they  were  the 
most  selfish  and  avaricious  class  of  all  the 
holders  of  property  in  the  country ;  the 
landlords  were  very  well  satisfied  with 
their  rents^  but  he  doubted  if  the  mill- 
owners  were  satisfied  with  less  than  1,000 
per  cent,  profit.  ["  Oh,  oh"]  If  he 
did  not  speak  within  bounds,  what  did 
they  mean  by  boasting  at  the  Manchester 
dinner  that  they  could  vie  with  the  nobility 
of  England  ?  But  he  would  ask  if  the 
misery  that  was  now  so  eagerly  pressed 
upon  their  attention  was  a  phenomenon  of 
yesterday  ?  Had  it  never  been  known  to 
exist  in  the  manufacturing  districts  pre- 
vious to  the  present  year  ?  He  would  read 
to  the  House  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Kay,  the 
Assistant  Poor-law  Commissioner  for 
Manchester,  respecting  the  state  of  the 
poor  of  that  town,  when  manufacturers 
were  in  a  state  of  great  prosperity,  previous 
to  the  introduction  of  the  New  Poor-law. 
The  following  was  an  extract  from  the 
report  from  the  Committee  on  the  Bill  to 
Regulate  the  Labour  of  Factory  Children, 
Mr.  Sadler  Chairman— 

*^  Now,  Sir,  if  you  take  the  average  of  the 
above  nine  factory  districts,  and  compare  it 
with  Rutland  and  London,  the  result  will  be 
as  follows — As  compared  wiih  Rutland,  an 
increase  of  deaths  under  five  years  of  age  of 
2,017;  under  twenw  years  of  age,  2,272; 
under  forty  years  of  age,  2,287.  As  com- 
pared with  London,  the  increase  of  deaths 
will  be  found  to  be  under  five  years  of  age, 
1,077;  under  twenty  years  of  age,  1,448; 
under  forty  years  of  age,  1,207.  In  Rutland 
the  survivors  at  forty  years  are  more  by 
2,287,  out  of  every  10,000,  and  in  London  by 
1,207,  than  they  are  on  the  average  in  these 
nine  factory  districts.  In  fact,  the  murderous 
result  developed  by  this  official  table  is,  that 
about  as  many  human  beings  die  before  their 
twentieth  year,  in  the  factory  districts,  as  be- 
fore their  fortieth  year,  on  an  average  else- 
where !  It  is  necessary  I  should  inform  you, 
that  Manchester  is  excluded  from  this  official 
table,  because  the  returns  of  burials  from  that 
place  were  so  incomplete  as  to  render  them 
useless  for  this  comparison.  But  we  have  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Assistant  Poor-law  Com- 
missioner, Dr.  Kav,  that  *  in  Manchester  more 
than  one-half  of  the  ofispriog  of  the  poor  die 
before  they  have  completed  their  fifth  year.' 
And,  in  proof  that  the  factory  system  im- 
poverishes and  degrades,  as  well  as  kills  its 
victims,  the  Doctor  adds, '  more  than  one-half 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Manchester  are  either 
so  destitute  or  so  degraded,  as  to  require  the 
assistance  of  public  charity,  in  bringing  their 


offspring  into  the  world!*  Is  it  possible  to 
urge  a  stronger  reason  for  restraining  this  ao- 
cursed  monster." 

Were  the  hon.  Members  opposite,  who 
possessed  factories,  aware  of  the  dieadfiil 
misery  which  the  factory  system  was 
bringing  upon  their  workpeople?  Uthey 
were,  he  really  did  not  believe  there  was 
anv  man  living  who  wished  to  be  con- 
siaered  an  upright,  honourable  man,  who 
could  in  that  House  bring  such  charges 
against  the  landed  proprietors,  wheo  it 
was  quite  notorious  throughout  the  ma- 
nufacturing districts  that  they  were  not  at 
all  to  blame  for  the  distress  there  pre« 
railing,  which  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
factory  system,  and  to  the  forgetfuloess  of 
the  niillowners  that  property  had  its 
duties  as  well  as  its  rights.  The  hoo. 
Member  for  Manchester  quoted  the  other 
night  the  opinions  of  a  chaplain  extraordi. 
nary— the  Eer,  Baptist  Noel — ^to  prove 
that  the  Corn-laws  had  produced  all  the 
existing  distress.  He  should  quote  to  the 
House  the  opinion  of  a  man  who  had 
durinff  a  long  life  studied  the  whole  sub- 
ject of  the  causes  which  had  brought  about 
the  present  distress  of  the  working 
classes  in  the  manufecturiog  districts. 
That  man  had  laboured  night  and  day  in 
this  good  work,  but  his  praise  and  his  re- 
ward had  been  a  cell  in  the  Fleet  prison. 
IHear,  hearJ]  The  Gentlemen  opposite 
cried  **  Hear,  hear ; "  they  rejoiced  in  that 
man's  sufferings;  they  might  imprison 
his  body,  but  let  him  tell  them  they  could 
not  imprison  his  soul.  Mr.  Oastler  was 
heartily  engaged  in  forwarding  the  welfiu« 
of  the  operatives.  It  was  be  who  pat  a 
stop  to  the  system  of  dragging  out  the 
poor  people  of  the  south  of  England  io  the 
manufiicturing  districts  that  they  might 
fill  up  the  plaoes  of  those  who  had  been 
brought  to  their  end  by  this  accursed  sys- 
tem.   Mr.  Oastler  said— 

**The  official  'comparative  table  of  the 
duration  of  life '  proves  to  a  demonstration, 
that  the  unremitting  labour  of  the  factories  is 
actually  more  destructive  to  human  life  than 
famine,  war,  or  pestilence  1  I  started  from  the 
perusal  of  that  table  with  indescribable  horror 
-^I  could  scarcely  believe  my  eyes  1  But  the 
facts  are  indisputable  1 — the  data  most  correct  1 
The  horrible  factory  system  is  making  a 
charnel-house  of  England — it  cuts  off  life 
at  both  ends — it  works  the  living  to  death — 
it  genders  death,  untimely  death,  even  in  the 
womb  I  It  destroys  the  stamina  of  both  father 
and  mother— 4t  ushers  into  the  world  children 
who  are  incapable  of  life  1 — ^it  actually  cats  off 
one-half  of  the  years  of  bomaa  existeiice  I    X 
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do  Bot  exaggerate;  I  appeal  to  the  official 
table  of  births  and  deaths.  The  following  ex- 
tracts from  that  table  will  prove  if  1  am  not 
abundantly  borne  out  in  all  which  I  have 
asserted.  In  every  10>000  burials  in  the  un- 
dermentioned places  read  the  awful  result : 


FlMO. 

ii 

a  p 

1^ 

'Sis 
l§ 

Rirtknd      .    .    . 

2^5 

S.756 

5/»l 

4.969 

London     .    .    . 

.1,805 

45B0 

6.111 

3^9 

.  /Bradfunl,  Yorkshire 

^m 

5,U96 

r,06i 

*-'.939 

\M^ 

5,889 

7,300 

8,700 

X    Wi^u    .... 

4»790 

6.911 

7.117 

«,883 

•i    PreKon      .     .    • 

*,947 

6,083 

7.46« 

8,538 

^    Bwy     .... 

4,864 

6,017 

7419 

8,661 

b    Stockport  .     . 

4,879 

6,005 

7,367 

8,633 

o    Boltoo   .... 
5    Lerf.     .... 

4,939 
5»286 

6,113 

7,459 

.2,541 

6,813 

7,441 

8JJ50 

^  ^  Holbcck     .    .    . 

«»09O 

6,133 

7,337     8,663 

Now,  had  hon.  Members  opposite  no 
better  proof  of  sympathy  to  give  than 
empty  words  ?  He  assured  them  the  poor 
working  men  of  the  north  of  England 
woald  be  wdl  content  if  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  BoUon  subscribed  to- 
wards their  relief  1»000/.  out  of  the 
17,0002.  he  had  received  from  the  public. 
The  millowners  of  Manchester^  it  ap- 
peared, allowed  102  fomilies  to  pawn  their 
clothes  to  keep  themselves  alive;  they 
collected  the  particulars  of  their  cases, 
wrote  them  down  on  paper,  and  came  to 
London  to  state  them,  but  they  did  not 
make  one  substantial  effort  for  their  relief. 
It  would  have  been  excusable  if  they 
could  have  alleged  with  honest]^  that  they 
were  ruined,  and  could  subscribe  nothing 
for  that  purpose;  but  they  took  care  not 
to  say  that  they  had  not  yet  done  anything 
to  assist  the  perishing  people.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Stockport  had  asserted  that 
the  landlords  compelled  their  surplus  po- 
pulation to  go  into  the  manufieicturlng 
oistricts.  He  would  read  on  the  subject 
with  permission  of  the  House,  an  extract 
from  the  first  report  of  the  Poor-law 
Commissioners  for  1835.  It  was  a  commu- 
nication on  the  subject  of  the  migration 
of  labourers,  in  a  letter  from  Eton  and 
Ashworth,  dated  Tnrton»  near  Bolton,  9th 
of  6th  month,  1834.  It  began,  *'  Respected 
friend'* — for  the  writer  was  one  of  that 
class  of  men  who  made  great  professions  of 
religious  feeling:—- 

"  I  take  the  liberty  of  forwardiog  for  thy 
consideration,  a  few  observations  on  the  pro- 
posed New  Poor-law  Bill,  the  leading  principle 
of  which  I  most  cordially  approve,  whilst  in 
lome  of  iu  details  I  fear  it  will  be  found  prac- 


tically defective.  1  would  not  venture  to  sag* 
gest  an  opinion  to  you,  who  have  already  so 
ample  a  store  of  evidence,  were  it  not  that  I 
feel  so  much  the  vast  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  am  most  anxious  that,  whilst  a  change 
is  making,  the  law  which  is  substituted  for  that 
now  iu  force  may  be  made  applicable  to  the 
wants  and  circumstances  of  all  parts  of  the 
community.  The  poor-rates  of  Lancashire 
have  long  been  the  lowest  of  any  county  in  the 
kingdom,  in  consequence  of  the  great  demand 
for  labour,  caused  by  the  increase  of  manufac- 
tories. Full  employment,  in  every  depart- 
ment, was  never  more  easy  to  be  found  than 
now,  consequently,  wages  have  advanced  in 
most  operative  employments,  and  particularly 
so  in  the  least  skilful ;  spade  labourers,  for 
instance,  who  last  year  had  2s.  Zd,  per  day, 
have  now  2j.  6<f.  to  3f.  Hand-loom  weavers 
have  been  much  wanted,  and  their  wages 
advanced,  on  an  average  ten  per  cent.  This 
bespeaks  a  scarcity  of  labourers  here," 

What  that  those  poor  men  should  have 
10  per  cent,  raised  on  their  wages,  and 
that  that  should  bespeak  a  scarcity  of 
labour !  It  was  melancholy  to  think  that 
the  cotton-spinners  of  Manchester  should 
make  such  assertions  as  they  had,  when 
wages  had  been  raised  10  per  cent.  The 
letter  proceeded  :— 

''  I  am  most  anxious  that  every  facility  be 
given  to  the  removal  of  labourers  from  one 
county  to  another,  according  to  the  demand 
for  labour;  this  would  have  a  tendency  to 
equalize  wages,  as  well  as  prevent,  in  degree, 
some  of  the  turn-outs  which  have  been  of  late 
so  prevalent." 

Ay?  He  found  then,  that  the  men  of 
that  same  Mr.  Ashworth  had  turned  out, 
because  they  did  not  consider  they  were 
sufficiently  repaid  for  their  labour.  Why 
he  thought  their  traders  were  ruined  in 
Lancashire,  and  that  they  required  that 
Poor-law  Bill  to  bring  in  extra  numbers 
of  poor  labourers  from  the  southern  coun- 
ties' to  keep  down  the  equalization  of 
wages.  But  he  would  read  an  extract 
from  another  letter — a  letter  written  by 
Mr.  R.  H.  Greg,  a  brother,  he  believeii, 
of  the  late  hon.  Member  for  Manchester, 
to  Mr.  £.  Chadwick,  secretary  to  the 
Poor-law  Commission.    It  began  thus :— • 

<<  Manchester,  Sept.  17,  1839.^1  have  for 
some  time,  thought  of  addressing  you  on  the 
same  matter  as  my  friend  Ashworth  did  some 
lime  ago.'' 

What  then,  that  Mr.  Gre^  who  was 
addressing  the  Poor-law  commissioners  on 
the  same  subject  as  Mr.  Ashworth,  was 
assisting  to  equalize  wages,  and  was  in 
despair  because  the  poor  bandloom  weaTcr^ 
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were    increasing   10  per  cent,  in    their 
wages.    The  letter  continued — 

*'  Namely,  the  propriety  of  openinj(  a  com- 
mimication  between  our  (strange  to  say)  under- 
peopled  districts  and  the  southern  over*peo- 
pled  ones.  It  is  at  this  moment  a  roost  im- 
portant suggestion,  and  deserfes  to  be  pat 
into  immediate  operation.  It  must  be  looked 
upon  as  a  happy  coincidence  that,  at  the  period 
of  depriving  or  curtailing  perhaps  the  facilities 
of  gaining  a  livelihood  to  the  people  of  one 
half  of  England,  and  causing  a  fall  in  their 
present  low  wages,  and  a  scramble  amongst 
them  for  employment,  there  should  exist  a  dif- 
ficulty in  obtaining  labourers  at  extravagant 
wages  in  these  northern  counties.  This  for- 
tunate occurrence  should  be  taken  advantage 
of.*' 

To  talk  of  extravagant  wages  when  they 
looked  to  the  poor  handloom  weavers  whose 
wages  had  been  raised  10  per  cent. !  Those 
poor  wretches  had  from  time  to  time  peti- 
tioned that  House  in  vain,  and  had  never 
obtained  relief  without  a  league  being  en- 
tered into  with  the  Poor-law  commis- 
sioners to  obtain  new  labourers  from  the 
south  of  England,  to  be  chained  down  to 
the  factory  mills  and  there  to  die. 

"  But  for  the  operation  of  the  Poor-laws  in 
binding  down  the  labourers  to  their  respective 
parishes,  in  the  mode  and  to  the  degree  I  need 
not  attempt  to  explain  to  you,  of  all  men, 
there  would  have  existed  a  free  circulation  of 
labour  throughout  the  country,  to  the  benefit 
alike  of  the  southern  and  northern  parts.*' 

He  would  assert,  without  the  least  fear 
of  contradiction,  that  this  was  a  land  of 
slavery,  that  those  men  were  bought  and 
sold  by  the  Poor-law  commissioners  of 
England  to  the  cotton-spinners  iu  Lauca* 
shire,  there  to  be  worked  to  death.  Could 
any  man  who  had  heard  the  details  which 
he  had  read  that  night  doubt  it  ?  If  they 
dented  it,  he  knew  not  what  the  country 
would  say  to  their  assertion ;  but  he  would 
leave  it  to  the  country  to  judge.  He  would 
describe  what  the  right  hou.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  Tamworth,  had  recommended 
to  save  those  poor  wretches  in  Lancashire, 
and  he  fearlessly  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  shown,  since  he  had  taken  his 
seat  in  that  House  ae  Prime  Minister  of 
England,  a  great  anxiety  to  relieve  the  poor. 
But  he  would  ask  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
to  carry  out  that  sympathy  towards  the 
living  for  the  next  six  months  which  he 
had  iliowii  for  the  dead ;  for  he  had  ascer- 
tained^  after  the  division  last  nijght,  that 
the  poor  of  England  muat  reraaiD  for  the 
Mxt  fix  Bontha  at  the  mercy  of  the  Poor- 


law  commissioners ;  but  they  mast  reroeni- 
ber  that  their  appointments  were  in  the 
power  of  tliat  House,  and  that  if  they  did 
not  do  their  duty  according  to  the  cfiiec- 
tions  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  they 
would  soon  cease  to  hold  them.  He  would 
dien  withdraw  as  far  as  ho  could,  as  the 
representative  of  his  constituents,  who  com. 
pnaed  an  immense  mass  of  the  operatives 
of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  the 
whole  responsibilitjr  from  the  three  Poor- 
law  commissioners  for  the  next  six  months, 
and  would  place  it  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
right  hon.  Baronet.  He  had  a  right  to  do 
so.  They  had  heard  accounts  of  the  din- 
tress  in  the  counties  of  York  and  Lancns- 
ter ;  he  was  not  going  to  deny  them ;  but 
this  he  would  tell  the  right  hon.  Bn* 
ronet,  that  trade  in  Yorkshire  was  rapidly 
increasing ;  that  in  his  neighbouriiood  he 
had  lately  cofflmunicated,  as  he  genernlly 
did,  when  he  was  residing  there,  with  a 
great  many  of  the  working  daises,  ami 
they  told  him  they  had  as  much  employe 
ment  as  they  wanted ;  but  what  tl^y 
wanted  was  this-^better  wages,  which, 
however,  they  had  much  diflkulty  in  cmk* 
vincing  their  masters  ought  to  be  given 
them.  He  would  then  give  the  prescri|>- 
tion  of  the  hon.  Members  for  Manchester, 
Bolton,  Salford,  and  Stockport)  three  of 
whom  were,  he  believed,  closely  conaeetn4 
with  the  cotton  trade,  and  the  fourth,  the 
Member  for  Bolton,  was  connected  with 
the  revenue  of  the  oountrv.  But  he  weald 
lirst  read  what  the  right  non.  Baronet  had 
stated  in  that  House ;  lie  said, 

'*  I  am  one  of  those  who  have  derived  our 
fortunes  from  the  industry  of  the  operative 
classes,  and  i  trust  that  others,  who  owe  their 
prosperity  to  the  same  canses,  will  feeL  as  1 
do,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  relieve  the  public,  hy 
taking  on  ourselves  the  charge  of  a  just  re* 
quital  to  those  classes  from  whom  our  pros- 
perity has  sprung.'' 

He  would  ask  those  hon.  Members«  then, 
to  reconcile  their  enormous  wealth  with 
the  present  dreadful  distress  which  was 
stated  to  exist  among  the  working  cla«eS| 
and  if  tliey  could,  any  one  of  tliem,  lay  lits 
head  on  his  pillow  that  night  without  sav* 
ing  he  had  done  his  duty  to  them,  ha  did 
not  envy  him  his  repose.  He  would  thea 
refer  to  the  medical  relief  that  was  su^ 
plied  in  the  Keighley  union*  He  had  it 
brought  under  hu  notice  now  three  yws 
affo,  and  on  application  to  the  medical 
officer  of  the  union,  he  found  that  daring 
the  previous  year  he  had  been  paid  only  at 
the  rate  of  da.  4^^».mf;.iii4  ih^.ln  the 
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parish  of  Bingley  the  tnedical  officer  had 
beeD  paid  but  2«.  Id.  a  case  for  attendiog 
the  poor.  He  brought  the  case  before  the 
Poor-law  cooimissioaerd,  but  they  said  they 
did  not  consider  it  was  a  case  in  which 
they  could  interfere.  He  then  sent  a  peti^ 
tlon  to  that  place,  where  so  many  had  been 
presented  and  forgotten.  His  petition  was 
laid  on  the  table ;  what  became  of  it  after- 
wards he  knew  not,  but  those  medical 
officers  received  the  same  salaries  still,  and 
he  did  not  hesitate  to  say  there  was  a  feel- 
ing of  extreme  disgust  among  the  working 
classes,  as  well  as  the  better  classes  in  that 
union,  to  think  that  the  poor  shobld  have 
medical  relief  offered  to  them  at  a  price 
which  was  not  so  high  even  as  that  which 
was  given  to  a  dog  doctor  anywhere,  and 
that  they  were  placed  in  that  respect  on  a 
level  with  dumb  animals.  Though  he 
should  vote  for  the  instruction  of  the  hon. 
Member,  still  he  felt  regret,  when  hon. 
Members  were  anxious  to  redeem  the  ob- 
noxious clauses  of  this  bill,  that  such  a 
course  should  have  been  taken ;  for  rate- 
payers who  formerly  paid  only  Is.  6d.  for 
rates  were  now  paying  7s,,  Ss.,  and  9s., 
and  were  paying,  to  a  great  extent,  the 
wages  of  the  manufacturers. 

Sir  J.  Graham  said,  he  was  painftilly 
aware  of  the  duty  that  attached  to  him  on 
the  present  occasion,  but  he  could  assure 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  just  spoken, 
that  no  eagerness  of  manner,  or  warmth  of 
declamation,  could  spare  him  from  endea- 
vouring feithfiilly  to  discharge  his  public 
duty,  and  that,  conscious  of  that  duty,  he 
should  not  hastily  abandon  a  measure  the 
importance  of  which  he  felt  so  deeply,  and 
to  the  principle  of  whidi  measure,  although 
it  migiit  require  some  consideration,  and 
be  susceptible  of  some  amendment,  he  was 
conscientiously  pledged,  and  horn  which 
he  would  not  recede.  He  thought  it 
necessary  to  state  thus  much  in  the  outset 
of  his  observations ;  but  having  stated  that, 
he  hoped  the  House  would  permit  him  to 
add  that  on  the  measure  which  be  had 
that  night  brought  under  discussion,  he 
did  not  ask  any  hon.  Member  in  that 
House  to  pledge  himself  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  Poor-law  iti  Its  present  state.  He 
careftilly  reserved,  as  he  stated  on  the 
previous  night,  the  discussion  of  all  the 
details  of  that  measure ;  nay,  the  decision 
of  the  House  on  the  principle  of  the  mea- 
sure itself,  until  the  next  Session  of  Par- 
liament. And  all  he  would  then  ask  the 
House  to  do  was  to  pass  a  measure  for  the 
continuance  <tf  the  commission  for  the 


next  six  months,  without  the  superintend- 
ing care  of  which  commission  the  whole 
management  of  the  poor  would  be  thrown 
into  inextricable  confusion,  to  enable  the 
Government  to  consider  the  shape  in 
which  it  wouKi  present  to  Parliament  the 
Poor-law  bill  itself,  with  such  amendments 
as  they  might  think  necessary,  in  an  early 
part  of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament.  In 
the  first  place  he  would  observe,  with  re- 
spect to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Knaresborough,  that  what 
they  were  that  night  discussing  was,  whe- 
ther the  Poor-law  commission  should  be 
continued;  but  the  principal  statements 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  House  were  proofb, 
if  they  were  accurately  stated^  and  which 
he  (Sir  J.  Graham)  was  sure,  from  what 
he  knew  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  meant 
them  to  be,  of  great  local  mismanagement. 
They  did  not  tend  to  im[>ugn  the  conduct 
of  the  central  body ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
went  far  to  show  the  danger  of  local 
management  being  left  uncontrolled,  and 
were  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  the 
superintending  authority  of  some  such 
commission  as  he  then  asked  the  House  to 
continue.  But,  passing  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Knaresborough,  he  turned  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  brought  forward 
the  present  motion.  It  was  quite  unne- 
cessary on  that  |)oint  to  vindicate  the 
purity  of  the  hon.  Gentleman's  motion,  or 
the  kindliness  of  feeling  that  prompted 
him  to  make  that  motion,  for  he  had 
always  thought  from  what  he  had  known 
and  neard  of  the  hon.  Gentleman,  that  they 
were  the  characteristics  of  his  conduct, 
both  in  that  House  and  in  his  native 
country.  No  vindication  of  that  kind  then 
was  necessary ;  but,  without  being  offensive 
to  the  hon.  Gentleman,he(Sir  J.  Graham) 
would  just  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  one  very  remarkable  fact,  and  it  was 
this,  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved 
this  instruction — which  affected  the  dif- 
ferent counties  in  England  and  Wales,  was 
not  resident  in  this  country ;  that  he  had  had 
no  practical  experience  oi  the  working  of 
the  system  which  he  then  sought  to  inter- 
rupt, and  there]  was  this  strange  coinci- 
dence, that  he  represented  oneof  the  few 
places  in  England-^namely,  Rochdale,  to 
which  this  system  of  the  New  Poor-law 
had  not  been  extended.  Now^  the  hon.  Gen« 
tleman  said,  that  to  prove  a  case  there  was 
nothing  like  a  statement  of  particular  cases 
resting  on  fects.  He  would  agree  with 
the  hwk.  Gentleman  in  the  latter  part  of 
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that  proposition,  that  there  was  nothing 
80  Goovincing  as  resting  on  facts  in  parti- 
cular cases.  But  then  the  hon.  Gentle* 
naan,  having  no  personal  knowledge  of 
those  foots,  and  his  constituents  having  no 
personal  experience  of  the  working  of  the 
system,  brought  forward  a  stritiff  of  cases, 
in  a  most  sweeping  form,  which  did  not 
rest  on  his  personal  authority,  or  the  ex- 
perience of  his  constituerts,  but  which 
were  ex  parte  statements  —  ex  parte 
statements,  that  could  only  be  tested  by 
inquiry,  and  until  facilities  were  given,  he 
did  think  that  statements  of  that  kiod 
were  fax  more  likelv  to  mislead  popular 
assemblies  in  discussing  this  question  than 
any  other  mode  that  could  be  devised. 
TKe  instruction  that   was  moved  on  the 

Srevious  night  touched  only  on  the  ioci- 
ental  part  of  the  question  to  which  it 
more  immediately  referred.  But  the  in- 
struction of  that  evening  went  to  the  very 
essence  of  the  measure  itself^  namelv,  the 
power  of  extending  the  unions,  which  was 
the  preliminary  step  to  bringing  the  act 
into  operation  anywhere,  and  the  power 
which  was  vested  in  the  commissioners  of 
refusing  relief  out  of  the  workhouse.  That 
went  to  the  very  essence  of  the  mea- 
sure itself;  and  if  he  refused  to  enter 
on  the  discussion  of  those  points  at  that 
time,  it  was  only  because  he  wished  to 
leave  the  measure  untouched  for  future 
discussion ;  and  he  was  quite  sure,  that 
the  House  would  see  how  impossible  it 
was  for  him,  without  departing  from  that 
reserve  which  his  sense  of  duty  imposed 
on  him,  to  follow  the  hon.  Member  in  the 
discussion  of  his  details.  But  he  would 
just  state  to  the  House,  that  in  point  of 
hctf  without  giving  any  pledge  itself  on 
the  part  of  the  executive  Government, 
those  powers  which  were  given  by  the  Act 
of  Parliament  were  not  sought  then  to  be 
altered  in  the  least  degree.  He  did  not 
ask  for  any  alteration  of  that  law,  but  only 
for  the  continuance  of  the  controlling  power 
rested  in  the  commission  by  that  law  ;  and 
he  could  further  state,  that  by  that  law  as 
it  would  remain,  no  power  would  exist  to 
touch  the  Gilbert  Unions  Act,  and  intro- 
duce the  Poor-law  in  its  stead.  Then  as 
to  local  acts,  he  would  admit  that  indi- 
rectly some  interference  had  taken  place ; 
but  ne  would  give  no  pledge  whatever  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  which  should 
go  to  demonstrate  on  their  part  a  want  of 
confidence  in  the  commission,  or  a  feeling 
of  prejudice  against  the  principle  of  that 
ineasure,  which  it  would  oe  their  doty  to , 


reconsider,  and  bring  under  the  notice  of 
that  House  in  the  next  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  thought  that  taking  that  dis- 
cussion under  the  pressure  which  then 
existed  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  ooea. 
sure,  and  he  therefore  could  give  no  such 
pledge ;  but  he  asked  the  House  to  extend 
the  operation  of  the  measures  at  that  tinse 
and  under  those  circumstances.  If  tbej 
believed  that  the  commission  controlled  bj 
the  executive  could  act  so  imprudently  w 
the  short  time  to  which  it  was  proposed  to 
be  extended,  then  he  said,  *<  Do  not  deal 
with  this  question  in  the  shape  of  an  in- 
struction, but  refuse  the  passing  of  the 
bill."  If,  however,  they  had  conndenoe  in 
the  commission  controlled  by  the  execa- 
tive,  then,  he  would,  say,  reject  the  in- 
structions,  but  pass  the  measure."  He 
would  then  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  one  or  two  remarkable  circamstanccB 
which  ouffht  not  to  be  overlooked.  And 
first,  with  respect  to  this  commissioo. 
This  commission  had  yielded  to  public 
opinion,  and  as  he  thought  most  ittdi* 
aously,  and  auite  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  in  which  the  measure  was  enacted. 
He  said  the  commission  within  the  last 
six  weeks  had  marked  its  sense  of  the  pres- 
sure of  public  opinion,  and  had  yielded 
most  juoidously  and  in  a  manner  wlucii 
he  highly  approved.  When  the  act  was 
discussed  incidentally  last  Session,  he  fawl 
pointed  out  some  errors  of  judgment  in 
carrying  the  original  act  into  ezecutua. 
There  had  been  an  evasion  of  one  of  the 
most  essential  provisions  in  the  original 
enactment,  by  multiplying  special  oraers 
in  particular  unions  to  an  immense  extent, 
thereby  evading  the  provision  which  ren- 
dered the  passing  of  general  orders  neces* 
sary  ^  as  it  was  onl^  to  those  general  orders 
that  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  necessary.  Now,  what  had  been 
the  conduct  of  the  commission  upon  the 
vital  point  of  forbidding  out-door  relief? 
Within  the  last  six  weeks,— ^yielding  to 
public  opinion-^on  a  re-consideration  of 
all  the  circumstances,  and  from  a  proper 
sense  of  duty,  tibey  haid  put  into  one  gene* 
ral  order  all  the  scattered,  individual  orders 
prohibiting  out-door  relief,  and  submitted 
them  to  his  predecessor  at  the  Home- 
office.  That  order  had  not  been  negatived, 
and  the  prescribed  period,  within  which 
the  Secretarv  of  State's  disapprobation 
should  have  oeen  signified  being  just  on 
the  point  of  expiring,  it  was  to  be  con- 
cluded that  the  sanction  of  the  deparu 
ment  had  thus  indirectly  been  given*    He 
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jepeatedf  that  the  oommiasioners  bad  I 
brought  under  one  general  order  all  the  I 
special  orders  touching  out-door  relief^  and 
bad  brought  it  under  the  general  execu- 
tive. So  much  for  their  conduct  on  that 
bead.  They  had  shown  a  disposition  to 
do  away  wilii  any  consideration  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament,  and  to  bring  their  conduct 
directly  under  the  control  and  into  con- 
formity with  the  spirit  of  that  act.  But 
was  that  all  ?  He  thought  it  his  duty,  and 
be  hoped  the  House  would  pardon  him  for 
■0  doing,  to  read  what  apf^red  to  him  a 
list  of  most  important  relaxations  in  the 
extreme  stringencyof  the  order  relative  to 
out-door  relief.  These  relaxations  were 
many  of  them  in  direct  conformity  with 
xecommendations  of  the  committee  over 
which  Mr.  Fazakerley  had  presided,  and 
in  which  he  (Sir  J.  Graham)  had  the  hon- 
our of  acting.  First,  he  would  read  the 
order  itself. 

**  Every  able-bodied  person,  male  or  female, 
requiring  relief  from  any  of  the  said  parishes 
shall  be  relieved  in  the  workhouse,  and  shall, 
together  with  such  family  as  may  be  resident 
with  him  or  her,  and  who  may  not  be  em- 
ployed," &€.,  be  resident  in  the  workhouse, — 
**  save  and  except  the  following  cases.'' 

Then  followed  seven  most  important  re- 
laxatiooa  of  the  stringency  of  that  rule  :-* 

«  First,  when  sach  person  shall  require  re- 
lief in  consequence  of  sudden  or  urgent  neces- 
sity ;  seoondty,  where  such  person  requires  re- 
lief on  account  of  any  sickness,  accident,  or 
bodily  or  mental  infirmity  affecting  such  per- 
son, or  any  of  his  or  her  family." 

Hera  was  a  very  wide  door  opened  to 
oot-door  relief,  certainly,  in  the  case  of 
"sickness"  or  any  other  '^ urgent  neces- 
atty." 

•*  ITjirdly,  where  such  person  requires  relief 
for  defraying  the  burial  expense  of  any  part  of 
his  family ;  fourthly,  where  snch  person,  being 
a  widow,  shall  be  in  the  first  six  months  of  her 
widowhood,  even  if  childless." 

He  begged  the  House  to  observe  bow 
this  was  extended,— 

*'  In  case  such  person,  being  a  widow,  shall 
have  a  legitimate  child  or  children  dependent 
upon  her,  &c.,  then,  in  ihat  case,  the  widow 
shall,  without  stint  or  limit,  receive  relief  out 
of  the  workhouse,  and  in  her  own  home; 
sixthly,  when  such  person  shall  be  confined  in 
any  gaol  or  place  of  safe  custody." 

This  form  was  adopted  in  consequence 
of  words  in  the  original  act  referring  to 
the  rule  which  should  be  adopted  towards 
ipeiiiber9  of  a  fiumily  in  the  absence  of  the 
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head ;  and  thus  a  door  was  opened  for  the 
relief  of  the  wife  and  children  in  their  own 
homes. 

^<  Lastly,  where  relief  was  required  by  the 
wife  and  child,  or  children,  of  any  able-bodied 
man  who  shall  be  in  the  service  of  her  Ma- 
jesty as  a  soldier  or  sailor." 

Now,  these  were  assuredly  most  im- 
portant relaxations,  as  he  stated,  in  the 
stringency    of   the    rule    as    laid    down 
originally.     He  did  not  wish  to  trouble 
the  House  by  going  further  into  the  mat- 
ter, but  by  the  16th  clause  of  the  original 
act   the  executive    had    the  power,   not 
within  any  prescribed  period,  but  at  any 
period  whatever,    to   issue    an  order  in 
Council,  alteiing  or  relaxing  any  of  the 
rules.     There  was,  therefore,  ample  pro- 
tection in  this  power  of  the  executive 
(during  the  interval  for  which  alone  be 
asked  the  renewal  of  this  measure)  against 
any  hardship  or  injury  arising  trom  the 
administration  of  the  law.     Now  really, 
without  offence,  he  must  say,  that  he  never 
could  hear  without    pain  language  from 
any  side  of  the  House  which  might  have 
the  effect — he  knew  it  would  not  by  any 
Member  be  uttered  with   the  object— -of 
exciting  angry  passions,  on  the  part  of  the 
commercial   or   manufhcturing   interests, 
against  the  lauded  interests,  or  on  the  part 
of  those    against   the  former.     Neither 
could  he  refrain  from  frankly  admitting 
that  the  main  source  of  the  prosperity  of 
this  country   was  its  manufacturing  in- 
dustry   and   enterprise.      But    now,    be 
asked,  what  had  been  the  operation  of  the 
law,  in  the  manufacturing  districts,  as  to 
this  rule  of  out-door  relief?  One  could  not 
conceive  a  case  in  which  that  rule  was 
likely  to  have  a  more  stringent  application 
than  in  the  instance  of  the  Irish  handloom 
weavers,  not  having  settlements  in  the  ma- 
nufacturing districts.    The  rigour  of  the 
law  would  lead  the  commissioners  to  say, 
'*  Give  them  relief,  but  remove  them  from 
this  country  to  Ireland."    That  was  the 
strict  letter  of  the  law.    But  was  that  the 
direction    given    by  the    commissioners? 
Anything  but  that     He  held  in  his  hand 
orders  passed  within  the  last  week  by  the 
commissioners,  in  respect  to  this  very  case 
of  the  handloom  weavers  in  Manchester, 
directing  the  assistant-commissioner  to  use 
his  authority  over  the  board  of  ^ardians, 
directing  peremptorily  that  refief  be  af. 
forded  to  these  weavers,  not  in  the  work- 
house, but  out  of  doors,  in  the  shape  of 
braking  stones  or  work  of  othor  kind,  paid 
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{(^  fiMrIy-*and  do  attempt  wts  made  to 
ivwove  tfieno  to  Ireland  in  coiiBideratioQ  of 
that  relief.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
pardon  him  for  departing  somewhat  from 
the  Btriot  Hoe  he  had  laid  down  in  the  dis- 
coesioo  of  this  question,  not  to  enter  into 
details.  On  the  best  consideration  he 
could  give  to  the  subject,  he  thought  he 
had  not  exceeded  his  duty  in  going  thus 
far  to  remove  false  impressions;  further 
than  that  be  did  not  feel  it  his  duty  to  go. 
Last  night  the  House  cave  htm  a  general 
support  in  resisting  tne  introduction  of 
amendments.  He  hoped  nothing  had 
fallen  from  him  which  would  induce  them 
to  withdraw  now  that  limited  confidence 
which  alone  at  present  he  asked.  Having 
made  these  observations,  it  would  be  his 
duty  to  resist  both  the  amendments  of  the 
bon.  Member  for  Rochdale ;  and  he  honed 
the  majority  would  support  him  in  tliat 
resistance. 

Mr.  M.  Philips  should  not  have  tres- 
passed upon  the  attenlion  of  the  House 
had  tt  not  been  for  ibe  exceedingly  per- 
sonal character  of  the  speech  which  had 
been  delivered  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Knaresborough — a  speech  far  different  in 
tone  from  that  which  had  just  been  de- 
livered, and  a  speech  which  he  Ii9tened  to 
with  a  great  deal  of  pain.  He  had  lis- 
tened to  that  speech  in  the  expectation  of 
hearing  the  hon,  Member  for  Knares- 
borough support  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Rochdale^  But,  unless  bold 
deplaoation  was  to  be  taken  as  argument, 
there  was  not  much  argument  in  the 
speech.  As  to  the  opinions  the  hon. 
Member  had  expressea  of  the  manufac- 
turers, he  would  not  go  much  into  that 
subject,  not  wishing  to  be  betrayed  into 
any  undue  warmth,  even  in  debating,  and 
very  unwilling  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  hon.  Member  himself  in  that  respect. 
He  would  content  himself  with  just  ad- 
verting to  the  manner  in  which,  as  he 
imagined,  quite  unjuMifiably,  the  hon. 
Member  liad  alluded  to  the  manufacturers, 
as  if  they  were  necessarily  without  feeling, 
and  as  if  their  sole  objert  was  their  ag* 
grandizement  at  the  expense  of  the  blood 
and  sinews  of  their  fellow-ciiizens.  This 
he  would  tell  the  hon,  Member,  that  he 
had  formed  a  very  wrong  estimate  of  the 
character  of  those  among  whom  it  ap- 
pear^d  he  \\z,d  been  in  the  habit  of  living. 
Though  it  was  not  for  him  to  pretend 
that  the  n^anufaclurers,  ns  a  body,  were 
more  merciful  or  liberal  than  any  other 
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clasa,  and,  altbaugh  bo  wished  Mi  lo 
institute  comparisons,  this  be  wouM  say. 
that    the    manufacturers  of   Manchester 
could  Bot  with  truth  be  charged  with  any 
dereliction  of  duty,  or  any  want  of  synn- 
pathy  with  the  necessities  of  their  poorer 
fellow<.townsmeQ ;  and  that  to  afiirm  that 
they  were  not  always  ready  to  land  relief 
to  the  operatives  when  distressed,  was  a 
libel  upon  their  characters  in  no  degree 
borne  out  by  truth.     As  to  the  adoii* 
nistration  of  the  Poor-law  in  Manchester, 
it  would  be  sufficient  for  him  to  say,  that 
he  knew  the  rates  had  doubled   beiweesi 
the  24th  of  March  last  and  the  *l6ih  of 
March  preceding ;  so  that  there  was  cer- 
tainly 1)0  indication  of  the  manefaeteters 
shrinking  from   the  consequenees  of  th« 
distress  prevailing  among  the  poor.    Now, 
as  to  the  manufacturere,  to  whom  ttte  ben. 
Member  for    Knaresborough    had    been 
pleased   to  allude  in  terms  they  had  »oe 
deserved,  this  he  woiild  say,  that  one  of 
them  had  told  him  (whioh  he  knew  to  he 
the  case,)  that  he  never  shortened  the  time 
even  of  working,  unless  he  was  losing  to 
such  an  amonnt  as  would,  if  carried  on, 
produce  an  annual  loss  of  10,000/.  Others. 
had  given  him  7,000/.  as  the  sum ;  and 
really,  was  It  not  a  very  strong  circum- 
stance, that  these  master  maaufbetafera 
did  not  evea  ahoften  time,   meeh  lees 
rediioe  wages,  till  they  were  losing  aleneli 
a  rete  as  would  inevitably,  if  eootinned, 
lead  them  to  benkroptcy.    And  he  eslglit 
state,  that  last  year^  when  there  was  great 
pressure  upon  the  operatives^just  to  show 
that  there  was  no  lack  of  proper  eyropethy, 
(khongh  he  was  far  Irom  boasting  as  re- 
garded his  dass,  much  less  es  legarded 
himself),    between    3,000/.    and  4,0001. 
had  been  eolleoted  in  an  incredibly  short 
space  of  time,  in  order  to  relieve  the  die- 
tressed  families,  and  prevent  the  pledging 
of  furniture,  elothes,  &e.  Thus  muoh,  then^ 
in  justification  of  the  manufacturers,  who 
had  been  ao  unfoirly  attacked.   Now,  as  to 
himself.     The  hon.  Member  for  Knares« 
borough   had   charged   him   with  having 
been  absent  firom  the  last  division  on  the 
subject;  that  was  true,  and  it  was  true 
that  he  bad  been  intentionally  absent,  and 
the  reason  was  this,  that  the  proposition 
before  the  House  had  been  one  which  would 
involve  censure  of  the  separation  of  man 
and   wife,   wbioh  separation  took  place 
at  Manchester  before  it  was  included  in  a 
union  ;  and  he  dirl  not  wish  to  imply  a 
censure  upon  the  old  practice>in  the  town. 
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Pfuth«r  did  be  with  hastily  to  vote  appro* 
batioQ  of  a  principle  which  he  thought 
well  worthy  of  tha  roost  careful  consider- 
ation of  the  House.  Now»  as  to  the 
general  character  of  the  Poor-law,  he  was 
not  about  to  shrink  from  any  declaration 
of  opinion  he  had  given  in  favour  of  the 
principle  of  the  law,  which  he  considered 
had  been  productive  of  great  advantage, 
more  particularly  to  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts :  and  he  should  not  on  this  occasion 
offer  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  slightest 
opposition.  This  was  a  question  on  which, 
of  all  others,  he  would  never  be  committed 
to  a  iactiouB  opposition  to  the  Govern* 
mcnt.  It  was  above  alt  party  consider- 
ations, and  by  him  it  had  never  been 
made  a  party  question.  He  had  been 
attacked  violently  upon  the  subject  at  the 
election  when  he  bad  stood  up  for  the 
bill,  because  he  had  believed  it  a  good 
bill :  and  he  was  not  to  be  deterred  from 
the  coarse  he  had  adopted  from  conviction. 
He  was  persuaded  at  the  same  time,  that 
with  tbe  experience  they  had  obuined  of 
the  working  of  the  act,  some  alterations 
might  be  desired,  and  be  much  wished  to 
see  the  act  discussed  more  with  reference 
to  the  alterations  which  had  been  already 
introduced  into  its  working  by  the  com- 
Buifsioiiera,  than  to  its  original  shape  and 

aKiration,  which  had  been  so  materially 
tered  (as  by  the  important  relaxation 
ataiod  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet),  respect- 
iRg  oiit*dQor  relief  and  other  points.  Still 
it  was  ao  much  the  practice  to  take  the 
act  merely  as  it  stood,  that  he  confessed 
he  ba4  sometimes  been  led  to  think  cer^ 
tain  alterations  might  be  made  in  it.  It 
ought,  however,  to  be  made  plain  to  the 
world,  that  there  had  been  great  changes 
in  the  law  as  originally  framed,  and  the 
time  of  the  House  could  not  be  more  pro- 
fitably employed,  perhaps,  than  in  the 
revision  of  the  act  at  the  earliest  possible 
period  ne](t  Session.  Having  said  thos 
much,  he  should  have  no  diflSculty,  in 
case  of  a  division,  in  voting  for  the  bill 
before  the  House, 

Mr.  Wakky  said,  it  was  now  understood, 
that  tbe  Government  had  resolved  to  ad* 
here  to  tbe  principles  of  the  existing  law, 
and  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  with  a  can* 
dour  which  did  him  credit,  had  admitted, 
that  aqoh  was  the  case.  It  now  appeared, 
then,  that  the  Whig  aristocracy  of  Eog- 
land,  and  the  Tory  aristocracy  of  England, 
were  pledged  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
existing  law  m  its  principles.     But  when 


the  right  hon.  Baronet,  on  tbe  16th of  the 
present  month,  made  his  statement  in  the 
House,  that  he  was  desirous  of  prolonging 
the  commission  for  six  months,  he  gave 
no  notification   whatever  that  it  was  hie 
intention  to  maintain  the  existing  law.   It 
appeared,  that  he  had  put  an  interpretation 
upon   those  words  which  circumstances 
had  not  justified.     He  did  not  complain 
of  the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
on  that  occasion,  but  this  he  did  say,  that 
he  had   been   completely  deceived.     He 
admitted  it  frankly;  he  had  been  deceived. 
The  circumstances   which  had   deceived 
him,   however,    were    simple  and    clear 
enough.     In  the  present  year  in  the  last 
Session  the  subject  of  the  Poor-law  had 
been  discussed,  and  with  several  anxioua 
debates.    The  right  hon.  Baronet  then  led 
the  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  Lord  John 
Russell  having  proposed  the  prolongation 
of  the  commission  for  ten  years,  the  right 
hon.  Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tamworth, 
h^d  himself  proposed  that  the  period  be 
reduced  to  five  years.  Having  now  become 
the  leader  of  the  Government,  he  did  cer» 
tainly  expect  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man   would  only  request  the  House  to 
continue  the  commbsion  for  a  short  time; 
therefore,  in  a  moment  of  infinite  gratifi- 
cation, he  had  expressed  his  determination 
not  to  offer  any  opposition  tp  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  commission,     He  should 
adhere  to  that  pledge,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  confessed,  that  he  had  hoped, 
considering  the  circumstances  under  whidi 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  acted,  that 
his  better  judgment  had  resumed  its  sway, 
that  his  determination  to  maintain   the 
commission  had  relixed,  that  he  was  sen- 
sible of  the  strong  feeling  in  the  country 
against  the  existing  commission  and  the 
law,  and  that  he  was  prepared  to  yiel4 
to   public    opinion,  and    to  renew   tbo 
commission  for  a  short   time,    only    to 
abolish  it  altogether.    It  now  appeared, 
however,  that  the  commission  was  to  be 
continued.    He  had  expected,  from  the 
constitution  of  the  Government,  that  a 
different  course  would  have  been  pursued. 
The  hon.  Member  for  East  Kent  had  ex* 
pressed  opinions  adverse  to  the  law.     The 
noble  Lord,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ouchy 
of  l^ancaaier,  had  taken  a  very  active  part 
against  many  of  the  clauses.    Then  the 
learned  Attorney-General  had    made    a 
speech  against  it  marked  by  that  sincere 
feeling  and  sympathy  for  the  poor  which 
to  the  hon.  Gent leman^wasB^tur^  Then 
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the  bon.  and  learned  Solicitor-General 
had  never  expressed  an  opinion  in  favour 
of  the  law.  At  the  same  time  he  had 
not  forgotten  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  Home  Secretary,  and  the  nohle  Lord, 
the  Secretary  for  Colonial  Affairs,  had 
been  among  the  framers  of  the  measure. 
Still,  looking  to  the  general  formation  of 
the  Government,  he  bad  expected  a  dif- 
ferent course  would  have  been  puriued  upon 
the  subject.  However,  he  had  been 
deceived.  But  the  deception  he  had 
laboured  under  would  be  in  some  respects 
useful  to  him ;  it  enabled  him  to  under- 
stand the  position  he  held  as  an  individual 
in  that  House ;  and  it  would  be  useful  to 
the  country,  also,  as  pointing  out  clearly 
the  course  which  ought  to  be  pursued,  and 
to  which  he  would  soon  advert.  Now,  a 
great  deal  had  been  said  to  night  as  re- 
spected abuses  under  the  law.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Rochdale  had  brought  for- 
ward a  motion  on  which,  if  there  was  a 
division,  he  would  divide  with  him.  Last 
oight  he  had  not  divided,  for  he  consi- 
dered that  the  motion  then  made  had 
been  imperfect,  and  could  not,  in  fact, 
had  it  been  adopted,  be  carried  out  by 
the  commissioners  or  guardians.  But 
he  differed  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Rochdale  in  the  opinion,  that  hon.  Mem- 
bers had  expressed,  that  on  every  ques- 
tion brought  forward  in  the  House  every 
Member  ought  to  vote  and  to  declare 
his  opinion.  The  effect  of  this  would 
often  be  to  force  Members  to  a  division 
before  they  had  been  able  to  form 
their  judgment  properly  on  the  question 
to  be  submitted  to  them.  That  had  fre- 
quently happened  to  him,  or  rather  would 
have  happened,  had  he  not,  on  such  oc- 
casionSy  quitted  the  House'  rather  than 
vote  on  questions  whereon  he  had  not  had 
time  to  make  up  his  mind  on  a  due  deli- 
beration and  proper  investigation  of  the 
merits.  QMr.  Howes :  Hear.]  The  hon. 
Member  cheered.  Had  he  the  sagacity  of 
that  hon.  Member— had  he  half  that  hon. 
Member's  experience,  happy  acuteness, 
and  vivid  perception,  joined  with  that 
profundity  of  judgment  which  ever  cha- 
racterized the  hon.  Member,  then  might 
he  be  able  to  comprehend  subjects  the 
most  abstruse  with  the  slightest  attention; 
and  on  questions  the  most  difficult  to  form 
his  opinion  at  once  speedily  and  soundly ; 
but  be  had  not  those  extraordinary  quali- 
fications; therefore,  sorry  he  was  for  it, 
he  must  be  content|  like  ordinary  men,  to 


endeavour  by  consideration  and  attentioii, 
to  make  up  his  mind    upon   important 
questions.     Now  as  to  the  detailed  cases 
which  had  been  given  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Rochdale,  in  a  great  degree  be 
(Mr.  Wakley)  could   confirm  what  had 
been  stated.     He  thought  in  discussing  a 
question  of  this  nature,  it  was  not  so  im- 
portant to  dwell  upon  cases  of  hardship 
originating  from  the  operation  of  the  law 
— not  upon  specific  abuses,  as  upon  the 
principle  of  the  law-*upon  its  tendency 
to  produce  the  evils  complained  of.     It 
was  the  false  principle  upon   which  the 
PoorJaw  was  based  which  he  wished  to 
see  fully  discussed,  and  which  required  im. 
mediate  alteration.     If  he  understood  the 
principle  of  the  Poor-law  correctly,   it 
amounted  to  this — that  it  took  awa^  firom 
the  rate-payers  the  powers  of  applying  the 
fund  collected  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  to 
its  original  purpose,  it  deprived  the  rate- 
payers of  the  authority  they  formerly  pos- 
sessed, and  transferred  it  to  the  Poor-law 
commissioners  at  Somerset-house.   He  did 
not  think  that  it  were  possible  for  human 
ingenuity  to  construct  a  law  which  ope- 
rated more  oppressiveljr  on  the  poor  (han 
that  which  the  commissioners  at  Somerset- 
house  were  instructed  to  carry  into  eflfiect. 
What  remedv  has  been  proposed  by  a 
Member  of  this  House  for  the  evil?  The 
hon.   Member  for  Bath,  whom  he  waa 
sorry  not  to  see  in  his  place,  had  directed 
his  mind  to  the  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject with  the  view  of  discovering  a  remedy 
for  the  admitted  abuses  of  the  Poor-law. 
To  effect  that  object,  the  hon.  Member 
had  hit  upon  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
schemes  that  could,  by  any  possibility, 
have  entered  into  the  mind  of  a  human 
being.    This  remedy  was  of  a  most  extra- 
ordinary character.  The  hOn.  Member  for 
Bath  proposed  to  transfer  the  authority 
from  the  Poor-law  commissioners  at  So- 
meret-house  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department.     He  could  con- 
ceive nothing  more  destructive  to  the  real 
interests  of  the  poor,  than  that  they  should 
be  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  Home  Se- 
cretary. The  hon.  Baronet  who  now  filled 
that  office  would  not,  he  was  sure,  think 
he  meant,  by  his  observations,  to  reflect 
upon  him  individually.     He  did  not  refer 
to  any  individual  who  had  filled,  who  now 
filled,  or  was  likely  to  occupy,  the  office 
of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, but  he  objected  to  the  proposed 
alteration  purely  on  principle.    He  was, 
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iodeed.  utonuhed  that  such  a. proposition 
should  have  originated  from  the  hon. 
Member  for  Bath.  Of  all  the  Members 
of  the  House,  he  thought  tnat  that  hon. 
Gentleman  would  have  been  the  last  to 
have  contemplated  such  a  transfer  of  au- 
thority. When  that  hon.  Member  advo- 
cated in  the  House  the  interests  of  the 
Canadians,  he  informed  them  that  he  ap 
plied  in  vain  for  justice  to  the  Home  Se- 
cretary ;  he  said  that  he  could  absolutely 
get  nothing  from  him  ;  that  he  was  lite- 
rally spurned  from  the  door,  when  he 
applied  in  behalf  of  the  Canadians,  whose 
claims  he  had  been  appointed  to  advocate. 
He  (Mr.  Wakley)  could  not  recal  to  mind 
the  precise  tropes  and  figures  of  speech 
which  the  hon.  Member  made  use  of  on 
the  occasion  to  which  he  referred,  but  the 
impression  left  on  his  mind  was,  to  the 
effect,  that  it  was  ridiculous  for  the  Cana- 
dians to  suppose  that  they  could  obtain 
anything  but  injustice  from  the  Secretary 
of  State.  He  would,  were  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Bath  in  the  House,  ask  that  hon. 
Grentleman,  whether  it  was  likely  that  be 
(Mr.  Roebuck)  would  meet  with  more 
civility  from  the  Home  Secretary  now, 
than  he  did  on  a  former  occasion — he 
would  ask  him  whether  he  thought  that 
he  would  meet  with  more  humanity  in  that 
quarter  ?  Does  the  hon.  Gentleman  con- 
sider that  the  Secretary  of  State  is  less 
fortified  in  his  opinion,  in  consequence  of 
being  backed  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
House  of  Commons  ?  Such  a  transfer  of 
power  would  be  a  mere  device  to  deprive  the 
poor  of  redress;  and  that  being  his  opinion, 
ne  (Mr.  Wakley)  would  offer  the  motion, 
whenever  submitted  to  the  House,  his  most 
strenuous  opposition.  He  would  now  refer 
to  the  discretionary  powers  possessed  by 
the  Poor-law  commissioners,  and  that 
question  involved  also  the  consideration 
of  the  principle  of  the  enactment,  as  well 
as  two  other  points  springing  out  of  the 
law— one  relating  to  the  centralization  of 
power  in  the  hand  of  the  commissioners, 
and  the  other  having  reference  to  the  legal 
right  of  the  poor  to  demand  parochial  re- 
lief. These  points  he  would  illustrate 
presently.  He  thought  that  it  was  the 
paramount  duty  of  the  House  to  under- 
stand the  nature  of  the  question  then  under 
discussion.  He  would  ask  hon.  Members 
whether  the  nobility  of  England — whether 
the  aristocracy  of  this  country  had  a  right 
to  claim  the  protection  of  the  law — whether 
judges  should  be  appointed  to  adjudicate 
VOL.LIX.    {2S} 


exclusively  for  them,  and  to  protect  their 
many  privileges,  uhen  they  denied  the 
same  right  to  the  poor  ?  Had  the  poor  the 
protection  of  the  law?  By  the  laws  of 
this  country,  the  poor  had  been  literally 
outlawed — they  had  been  placed  beyond 
the  pale  of  the  law.  The  law  of  the  pre- 
sent day  was  not  the  law  which  existed 
for  the  poor  in  the  time  of  Queen  Eiiza- 
beih.  By  the  statute  of  Elizabeth,  the 
poor  had  a  right  to  demand  relief-^the 
law  authorised  them  to  demand  it.  .  How 
were  the  poor  provided  for  before  the 
enactment  of  Elizabeth  ?  Hon.  Members 
should  recollect,  that  before  that  period, 
there  were  scattered  through  the  country 
a  number  of  monastic  and  charitable 
institutions,  erected  for  the  purpose  of 
administering  relief  to  the  distressed, 
When  these  were  dispersed  at  the  Re- 
formation, the  act  of  Elizabeth  came 
into  operation,  which  gave  the  poor  a 
right  to  demand  assistance,  when  neces- 
sity impelled  them.  The  right  of  a  poor 
man  was  as  strong  as  the  right  of  the 
first  nobleman  in  the  land  ;  the  one  had 
not  a  stronger  claim  upon  the  protection 
of  the  law  than  the  other.  Could  that 
fact  be  denied  by  hon.  Members  ?  What 
did  they  say  that  they  would  dol  They 
declared  their  intention  of  passing  a  law 
which  would  deprive  the  poor  of  their 
right  to  claim  legal  protection.  They  had 
also  erected  a  tribunal  of  an  irresponsible 
character.  He  was  not  in  the  House  when 
the  Poor-law  Bill  was  first  proposed,  he 
did  not  participate  in  its  enactment.  Let 
hon.  Members  ask  themselves  how  they  as 
individuals  would  like  to  becompelled  to  ap- 
ply to  a  certain  authoritv  for  relief,  without 
knowing  beforehand  what  was  the  nature 
of  the  reception  they  were  likely  to  re- 
ceive? He  said  again,  that  the  poor  had 
a  right  to  the  protection  of  the  law.  U 
they  denied  them  that  right,  they  destroyed 
the  principle  of  true  aristocracy.  He 
would  ask  whether  that  was  Conservatism? 
Whether  that  was  the  effectual  mode  of 
maintaining  the  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try, to  obtain  the  good  feelings  of  the  poor, 
and  to  uphold  the  monarchical  principle  ? 
He  thought  that  the  present  course  was 
fraught  with  great  danger  to  the  country  ; 
it  was  one  that  could  not  be  pursued  with 
safety  or  impunity.  It  was  his  belief,  that 
if  the  House  adhered  to  the  law  as  it  at 
present  stood^ifits  provisions  were  not 
considerably  mitigated — that  the  country 
would  be  stained  with  blood.  That  was 
2  I  "'^'^'^^  ^' d'^ 
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his  opinioni  and  it  was  his  duty  to  state 
it  to  the  House.     He  had  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  ascertaining  the  real  feelings  of 
the  country  respecting  the  Poor-law.    He 
mixed  with  people  belonging  to  all  classes 
of  society ;  he  was  conversant  with   their 
opinions.     It  was  the  belief  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  country,  that  the  Poor- 
law  was  not  only  inhuman  in  its  nature, 
but  anti-Christian, — yes,  he  would  repeat, 
it  was  anti-Christian — and  that  it  had  its 
origin  in  selfishness — the  most  destructive 
feeling  that  could  be  engendered  by  the 
human  mind.    He  did  not  believe  that  the 
Poor-law  originated  in  a  feeling  of  selfish- 
ness;   it  sprang  from   ignorance  of   the 
condition  of  the  poor.     If  hon.  Members 
could  see   what   he  was  almost  daily  in 
the  habit  of  witnessing,  he  felt  assured 
that  their  views  would  undergo  a  material 
modification.     Was  it  right  that  the  poor 
should  be  subjected  to  such  treatment  ? 
The  right  hon.  Baronet,  the   Member  for 
Dorchester,  had  informed  the  House  that 
evening  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  that 
the  commissioners  at  Somerset- house  had 
considerably,  in  certain  districts,  relaxed 
the  operation  of  the  law.     He  would  ask 
the  House  if  the  Poor-law  commissioners, 
possessing  the  limited  information  which 
they  could  obtain,  considered  It  their  duty 
to  apply  the  law  less  rigorously,  whether 
the  Poor-law  guardians,  having  better  op- 
portunities of  being  made  acquainted  with 
the  local  condition  of  the  poor,  could  not 
also  be  empowered  to  relax,  under  certain 
circumstances,  the  operation  of  the  law  ? 
He  did  not  see  why   the  discretionary 
power  should  be  taken  from  the  guardians. 
He  would  ask,  was  this  an  effort  of  reform? 
Was  this  paying  a  proper  deference  to  the 
wishes  of  the  people  ?   He  was  not  for  the 
total  abolition  of  the  law,  but  he  thought 
that  the  interest  of  the  poor  was.  so  vast, 
that  the  nation  generally  was  so  mixed  up 
with  the  question  of  the  poor,  that  it  was 
advisable  that  a  court  of  appeal  should 
be  constituted.     To  preside  at  this  court 
he  would   have  a  man  in   whose  judg- 
ment and  humanity  he  could  place  im- 
plicit reliance ;  he  would  appoint  a  man 
who  should  be  designated   the    *'  Poor- 
law  Judge."     He  would  also  suggest  the 
appointment   of  a    Poor-law    advocate, 
whose    duty  it    should    be    to    support 
before   that  tribunal  the  claims  of   the 
poor  and  distressed.    If  her  most  gracious 
Majesty  had  her  paid  advocates,  he  did 
not  see  why  the  poor  should  not  haye 


theirs.  He  hoped  the  hon.  Oetitleman, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  De* 
partment,  would  take  this  subject  into 
his  serious  consideration.  He  maintained 
that  the  poor  had  a  right  to  be  placed 
under  the  law,  and  not  under  the  authority 
of  paid  commissioners  at  Somerset  house, 
whose  administration  of  the  law  mast 
depend  to  some  extent  upon  the  state  of 
bodify  health,  for  what  would  be  law  one 
day,  would  not  be  law  the  next.  What  do 
the  commissioners  say  with  reference  to 
the  application  of  the  poor  for  relief?  In 
the  report  of  1829  it  is  said : — 

'^  A  pauper  likewise  commonly  receives  the 
public  reli'^f  a$  his  due." 

As  his  due  ?  He  (the  pauper)  does  not 
go  down  on  his  bended  knee  to  snpplt- 
cate  relief.  Then,  again,  to  continue  the 
same  extract :— • 

"  And  without  any  gratitude  or  any  of  the 
feeline  which  induces  the  industrious  labourer 
to  make  the  most  and  the  best  of  his  hard- 
earned  gains.*' 

He  would  ask  if  any  person  who  could 
use  such  language  was  fitted  to  administer 
relief  to  the  poor?  He  felt  assured,  that 
if  these  were  the  notions  really  enter- 
lained  by  any  one  appointed  to  carrj  the 
Poor-law  into  operation,  they  had  much 
mistaken  the  feelings  of  the  House.  He 
would  say  a  few  words  with  reference  to 
the  constitution  of  the  present  law  as  car- 
ried out  by  the  Poor-law  commissioners. 
He  would  ask  the  House  whether  they 
approved  of  the  present  sixe  of  the  Poor- 
law  unions  ?  He  wished  to  know  whether 
hon.  Members  who  supported  this  law 
considered  that  it  was  right  that  nnbns 
should  exist  embracing  between  thirty  and 
forty  parishes,  containing  a  population  of 
100,000  persons?  He  was  acquainted 
with  one  union  which  contained  a  popula* 
tion  of  120,000  individuals.  Hon.  Mem- 
bers should  consider  the  size  of  the  unions 
in  connection  with  the  application  for  re- 
lief. A  man  starving  for  rood  applies  to 
the  overseer  for  assistance  ;  he  is  told  to 
make  an  application  to  the  board  of 
e^uardians.  To  effect  that  purpose,  this 
poor  pauper  has  to  walk  a  distance  of  nine 
miles.  [An  hon.  Member  said  twelve 
miles.]  A  Gentleman  below  me  says 
twelve  miles.  Owing  to  the  pauper  bar- 
ing miscalculated  his  time,  he  arrives  too 
late ;  he  finds  the  board  broken  op,  and 
he  is  compelled  to  retrace  his  weary  steps 
without  having  received  a  promise  of  re- 
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lief.  He  woutd  ask  hoo*  Members,  what 
must  be  the  feelings  of  a  man  under  such 
circumstances?  what  must  be  his  reflec* 
tionsy  when  he  recalled  to  mind  that  his 
father,  and  perhaps  brothers,  had  fought 
and  bled  in  the  defence  of  his  coun- 
try ?  He  would  now  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  medical  relief  to  the  poor 
under  the  operation  of  the  Poor-law  en- 
actment. In  former  times  the  poor  roan 
could  easiW  obtain  medical  assistance  when 
it  was  needed.  If  the  man  was  honest, 
industrious,  and  deserving,  his  neighbours 
were  always  ready  to  afford  him  every 
assistance,  without  the  necessity  of  apply- 
ing to  the  overseers  or  guardians  of  the 
poor.  The  parish  doctor  was  on  the  spot, 
and  was  always  willing  to  give  his  advice 
in  cases  of  illness.  If  these  happy  days 
were  ever  to  be  restored,  the  preliminary 
step  was  to  restore  parochial  government, 
but  in  a^urh  a  manner  as  to  obviate  the 
abuses  which  existed  under  the  old  system. 
The  unions  were  so  large  and  extensive, 
that  it  was  quite  impossible  for  the  poor  to 
obtain  the  necessary  relief  in  cases  of 
sickness.  Connected  with  this  subject  he 
would  read  a  communication  which  he 
bad  received  from  a  gentleman  connected 
with  the  Basford  Union.  It  was  dated 
April  17, 1841  :— 


CommiiiUm, 


060 


"  Sir,^  beg  leave  to  forward  to  you  the 
ibUowiag  particulars  relating  lo  the  adminis- 
tration of  medical  relief  in  the  Basford 
Union: — ^Tliev  have  been  communicated  to 
me  by  a  friena^  on  whose  accuracy  I  can  fully 
rely.  In  that  union,  a  medical  gentleman,  who 
has  only  recently  passed  bis  examination  as 
anedical  praotitioner,  holds  two  districts,  eon« 
aisting  of  twelve  different  parishes,  including 
a  population  of  12,410  persons  (accord inv  lo 
the  oensus  taken  ten  years  ago,  since  which 
it  has  considerably  increased),  situate  in  an 
agricultural  and  raanufacturinj^  country,  the 
salary  which  be  receives  for  fulfilling  the  me- 
dical duties  in  the  whole  of  those  two  districts 
being  only  87/.  a  jrear.  He  resides  at  Bul- 
well,  and  before  be  reaches  three  of  the 
parishea-— namely.  Wood  borough  (population 
717),  Lambley  (population  690),  and  Calver- 
ton  (population  1,064),  each  of  wliich  is  seven 
miles  distant  from  his  own  residence — he 
passes,  in  order  to  visit  his  patients,  through 
Arnold,  containing  3,572  persons,  at  a  distance 
of  four  miles ;  and  in  Arnold  there  resides  a 
legally  qualified  medical  gentleman,  who  has 
practised  there  for  at  least  thirteen  years,  a 
man  of  excellent  conduct,  and  1  believe  uni- 
versally respected,  lie  has  a  strong  objection 
to  the  tender  system,  which  he  has  pledged 
himself  never  to  adopt.    He  attended  several 


years  previous  to  the  formation  of  the  union 
of  the  parishes  of  Arnold,Calverton,and  Wood- 
borough;  and  applications  have  since  been 
made  to  him  for  a  renewal  of  his  services,  but 
the  tender  system  forms  the  objection  to  bis 
consenting.  He  held  one  district  in  the  union 
for  three  years,  but  finding  that  the  amount  of 
remuneration  was  inadequate  to  the  duties 
required  of  him,  he  resigned  it ;  and  because 
he  would  not  tender,  the  district  was  awarded 
to  an  unqualified  person,  who,  after  three 
months*  trial,  was  dismissed  for  incompetency 
and  neglect  of  duty.  The  district  is  now  held 
by  the  young  man  before  referred  to,  who  has 
just  commenced  practice,  and  who  already 
holds  another  district  in  the  same  union.  The 
extreme  parishes  of  the  two  districts  are  at 
least  twelve  miles  asunder,  so  that  if  a  patient 
living  at  either  of  the  three  parishes  requires 
medical  attendance,  be  has  to  send  seven 
miles  for  the  medical  officer,  which  will,  in  ur- 
gent cases,  require  a  distance  of  fourteen 
miles  to  be  travelled,  almost  daily,  and  fre- 
quently  a  distance  of  twenty -eight  miles  (if 
two  visits  be  required  in  a  day),  before  medi- 
cines can  he  obtained  and  aopplied  to  the  sick 
person/' 

It  was  important  that  the  poor  should 
receive  medical  relief  with  the  least  possi- 
ble delay.  In  many  cases  of  accident, 
such  as  fractures,  wounds  of  blood-vessels, 
inflnmrnations,  delay  was  death.  The 
difference  of  five  minutes  often,  in  such 
cases,  made  .all  the  distinction  between 
life  and  death.  Were  hon.  Members  who 
supported  such  a  state  of  tbings  influenced 
by  feelings  of  inhumanity  or  gross  igno- 
rance? He  did  not  mean  to  assert  that 
there  was  no  remedy  for  the  evil.  In  for- 
mer periods  the  poor  could  easily  obtain 
relief  from  the  medical  man  resident  in 
his  own  parish  or  district.  He  was  ready 
to  admit  that  many  abuses  existed  under 
the  operation  of  the  old  law ;  but  has  not 
the  present  Poor-law  produced  evils  much 
greater  than  those  which  formerly  pre- 
vailed ?  He  (Mr.  Wakley)  would  propose 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  a  remedy  for  the 
evil.  The  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession had  taken  a  deep  interest  in  this 
subject^  it  had  been  much  discussed  by 
them.  It  caused  him  much  regret  that  he 
should  differ  from  the  profession  on  the 
question  involved  in  the  mode  of  admi- 
nistering medical  relief  lo  the  poor.  He 
was  convinced  that  the  view  taken  by  the 
profession  was  an  erroneous  one.  This 
subject  had  been  investigated  by  several 
societies,  and  had  been  fully  inquired  into. 
The  right  hon.  Baronet  would  see  in  the 
second  report  of  the  evidence  an  account 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee. 
2  12 
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Before  that  committee  Sir  A.  Cooper  gave 
some  important  evidence,  which  ought, 
from  that  distinguished  surgeon's  ability 
and  knowledge,  to  liave  great  weight  witfi 
the  House.  Sir  A.  Cooper  was  aslced  his 
opinion  of  the  system  of  tenders.  He 
replied  that  it  must  end  in  the  death  of 
the  unfortunate  paupers.  In  confirmation 
of  that  opinion,  he  said, 

*'  What  guarantee  have  you  that  the  lowest 
tender  is  not  put  in  by  a  surgeon  incompetent 
to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  of  medical 
attendant?" 

Sir  A.  Cooper  spoke  most  strongly 
against  the  system.  He  proposed  that  a 
calculation  should  be  made  of  the  cost  of 
attending  each  case.  All  those  receiving 
parochial  relief  should  be  entered  on  a 
list,  and  so  much  per  case  should  be  paid 
to  the  medical  man,  and  if  he  attended 
additional  cases,  he  should  be  remunerated 
in  the  same  manner.  Having  got  over 
the  difficulty  as  to  what  the  payment 
should  be,  for  it  was  felt  to  be  a  dif^culty 
amongst  the  medical  profession,  what  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  proposing  to 
the  Government  was,  that  medical  orders 
should  be  made  out  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  certain  persons  in  every  parish 
— say  the  clergyman  of  the  parish,  the 
churchwardens,  and  the  overseers,  and 
also  the  relieving  officer ;  and  that  a  per- 
son whom  the  authorities  admitted  to  l^e 
entitled  to  medical  relief,  on  making  ap- 
plication for  such  an  order  and  receiving 
It,  should  then  have  an  opportunity  of 
taking  it  to  any  medical  practitioner  he 
might  think  proper,  to  that  one  residing 
nearest  to  his  own  home,  or  to  that  one  in 
whose  ability  and  attention  he  had  the 
greatest  confidence,  and  for  whom  he  hnd 
the  highest  regard,  and  who  would  attend 
him  for  the  sum  named  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  Such  a  plan  could  not  add 
to  the  expense  of  the  union,  although 
it  would  give  to  the  person  an  oppor- 
tunity of  having  his  choice  of  a  medical 
practitioner.  It  too  frequently  happened 
that  a  poor  person  living  at  the  eztrem 
point  of  a  union  was  afflicted  with  sick- 
ness, and  although  ther  might  be  a  medi- 
cal practitioner  withinalf  a  mile  of  his 
residence,  and  one  of  great  respectability 
too,  the  poor  creature  would  be  compelled 
to  go  or  send  seven  miles  to  obtain  the 
necessary  aid.  Was  that  justice,  was  that 
kindness  to  the  poor  ?  It  amounted,  in  a 
great  many  instances,  to  the  sacrifice  of 
human  life;  and  he  was  quite  satisfied, 


that  if  the  House  would  only  investigate 
the  matter,  this  state  of  things  would  not 
be  allowed  to  exist  after  another  Session 
of  Parliament.  He  wished  much  to  read 
to  the  House  the  statement  contained  in 
a  letter  which  he  received  from  Uttoxeter 
in  April  last,  relative  to  the  case  of  a  poor 
man  in  a  union  of  sixteen  parishes.  The 
writer  said, 

"  A  case  has  just  occurred  this  last  week, 
where  a  neighbouring  medical  man,  not  the  one 
attached  to  the  union,  was  sent  for  to  visit  an 
individual,  the  father  of  a  small  family  of 
seven  or  eight  children,  and  who,  when  be 
arrived,  found  him  suffering  under  deep-seated 
disease  of  the  lungs,  apparently  the  conse- 
quence of  neglected  bronchitic  iu6ammatioa, 
with  but  faint  hopes  of  recovery.  This  poor 
fellow,  on  being  asked  why  he  sent  for  the 
medical  man  in  question,  and  not  the  union 
doctor,  seeing  that  he  owed  for  a  former  atten- 
dance, in  fact,  had  not  been  able  to  pay  for 
any  part  of  it,  replied,  '  how  could  he  send  so 
far,  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  and  no  money  to 
pay  the  messenger,  first  for  fetching  the  sur- 
geon, and  then  the  medicine :  he  had  but  half 
a  crown  in  the  world,  and  tendered  two  shil- 
lings of  it  to  pay  for  the  journey,  leaving/  as 
he  faintly  said,  *  to  his  wife  sixpence  to  pay 
for  a  bit  of  coal  they  then  stood  in  need  of.' 
This  could  not  be  taken,  the  poor  man  is  still 
attended  to,  and  the  half  crown  was  left  as 
a  something  to  defray  the  cost  of  other  neces- 
saries a  large  and  poor  family  may  easily  1>e 
supposed  to  want,  with  the  principal  wholly 
incapacitated  ;  but  who,  with  proper  treatment 
early  enough  applied,  might  have  been  well 
and  hearty.  This  is  the  language  of  the  medi- 
cal man  attending,  and  whose  name  I  am 
atlibertv  to  ffive,  and  will  gladly  do  so  should 
you  wish  it." 

Hundreds,  nay,  thousands,  of  similar 
cases  might  be  adduced  to  show  how  badly 
the  present  system  of  medical  relief  worked 
for  the  poor  in  large  unions.  He  trusted 
that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would  take  the 
subject  into  his  consideration,  and,  if  he 
found  the  present  system  could  be  altered 
without  inconvenience,  and  withont  tn« 
creasing  the  public  expense,  seeing  alto 
that  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  poor, 
adopt  the  plan  he  had  recommended. 

SirR.  Peel:  What  will  the  probable 
expense  be  ? 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  from  the  calculnfioii 
which  had  been  made,  it  would  be  from 
6s.  6d,  to  9s,  per  head.  He  had  referred 
to  the  size  of  the  unions ;  and  he  believed 
that  the  House  was  of  opinioii,  as  the 
committee  of  inquiry  was,  that  the  unions 
were  too  large.  If  those  unions  were  in- 
I  tended  to  be  continued,  it  was  monstrooa 
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lo  make  them  80  large.  Where  the  unions 
were  small  the  law  worked  better  than 
where  they  were  large,  because  the  circum- 
stances of  each  case  could  be  more  accu- 
rately investigated.  In  the  next  place,  he 
would  ask,  did  the  House  approve  of  the 
mode  of  electing  guardians  ?  Was  that 
a  part  of  the  law  which  **  Reformers" 
liked  ?  Was  the  present  mode  of  choosing 
guardians  agreeable  to  the  views  and  feel- 
ings of  those  Gentlemen  who  advocated 
the  popular  cause  ?  What  did  bis  hon. 
Friend,  the  Member  for  Lambeth,  say 
to  it?  How  were  the  guardians  elected 
now-a»days?  First  of  all,  there  was  no 
public  meeting.  There  was  a  quelling  of 
the  public  spirit  at  once.  And  how  was 
the  voting  carried  on  ?  A  poor  occupant 
of  premises  in  the  parishes  who  paid  his 
rates  would  possess  but  one  vote,  while  the 
absent  owner  of  larger  property  would  have 
six  votes.  Was  that  a  mode  of  election 
which  the  House  could  approve?  Re- 
cently, in  a  parochial  election  in  London, 
one  person  put  in  1,500  proxies.  That 
must  be  a  pretty  system  under  which  such 
a  thing  could  be  done.  Under  the  old 
law  every  rate^payer  had  a  right  to  vote. 
[An  hon.  itfemter:  Not  under  the  local 
acts.]  No,  not  under  your  local  acts,  but 
under  the  art  of  Elizabeth  before  it  was 

Spoiled  by  modern  innovations.  Sturges 
ourne's  Act  was  a  shameful  innovation  ; 
and  in  looking  over  the  books  in  the  lib- 
rary of  the  House,  he  found,  to  his  aston- 
ishment, that  that  act  was  passed  without 
any  discussion  whatever.  The  present 
law  transferred  the  six  votes  there  given  to 
one  man  to  the  absent  owner,  and  that 
was  another  great,  and  gross,  and  scan- 
dalous innovation  of  the  just  righu  of  the 
rate-payers.  He  hoped,  then,  that  he 
might  understand  the  House  to  consider 
the  unions  too  large,  the  mode  of  electing 
guardians  radically  bad,  and  the  medical 
arrangements  very  imperfect.  What  was 
perfect,  then  ?  They  had  a  central  board 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  uniformity, 
because  the  ancient  practice  presented 
such  a  checkered  ana  diversified  scene. 
Well,  what  had  been  the  system  of  govern- 
ment adopted  by  the  commissioners  who 
formed  that  central  board  ?  Chairmen  of 
boards  of  guardians  who  were  Members 
of  that  House  had  said  to  him,  <*  How  can 
you  object  to  the  authority  of  the  commis- 
sioners? They  never  interfere  with  us. 
We  do  just  what  we  like."  But  was  that 
»  system  of  law?    It  was  despotism,    A 


system  which  permitted  those  in  oflSce  to 
do  just  what  they  pleased  was  a  system  of 
tyranny.    There  was  no  law  which  could 
be  said  to  be  violated  under  such  a  system, 
and  the  poor  must  of  necessity  be  left 
without  protection     He  would  now  advert 
to  the  question  of  diet.     He  had  heard  it- 
stated  again  and  again  by  hon.  Members 
of  that  House,  that  their  object  in  support- 
ing the  new  Poor-law  was  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  poor.     The  object  was  an 
uncommonly  good  one,   and  very  easily 
professed,   but,  he   feared,  not  so  easily 
carried  into  effect.     Hon.  Members  had 
repeatedly  declared  that  the  first  object 
which  they  had  in  view  was  to  increase 
the  wages  of  labour,  and   to  make  the 
English   labourer    an   independent  man. 
Those  were  all  very  good  objects.     He 
had  often  heard  it  alleged  that  the  la- 
bourer would  become  independent,  and 
his  wages  would  be  raised,  because  if  he 
could  not  get  good  wages  he  would  fall 
back  upon  the  workhouse.     Of  course, 
the  first  inference  which  he  drew  from  this 
was,  that  the  workhouse  was  a  place  of 
excellent  accommodation,  in  which  every- 
thing was  to  be  found  that  could  delight 
the  heart  and  soul  of  a  working  man ;  so 
that  if  he  were  ill-treated  by  his  master — 
if  he  did  not  get  the  rate  of  wages  to 
which  he  was  entitled,  he  could  fall  back 
upon  this  comfortable  asylum.     Buc  what 
had   the  commissioners  done?   On  this 
point  he  complained  of  their  conduct  more 
than  on  otheri,  because  he  fancied  that 
he  could  detect  at  the  bottom  of  it  a  spirit 
of  wickedness  which  was  altogether  un- 
justifiable.   If  the  commissioners  had  pro- 
vided good  accommodation  for  the  labour- 
ing man  in  the   workhouse,  and  if  the 
labouring  man  could  not  obtain  good  and 
remunerative  wages,  then  be  could  have 
believed  that  it  was  their  object  to  make 
the  labourer  an  independent  man.     He 
would  take  this  for  a  rule  with  regard  to 
a  workhouse  in  any  locality.     Supposing 
the  commissioners  found  in  any  locality 
that  wages  were  high,  and  that  working 
men  were  well  rewarded  and  in  the  receipt 
of  high  wages,  then  he  would  freely  admit 
that  the  workhouse  there  should  have  no 
attractions  for  a  working  man,  because  it 
ought  to  be  held  out  to  him,  that  while  he 
was  in  the  receipt  of  high  wages  he  ought 
to  belong  to  some  club  or  society  for  de- 
positing his  savings,  and  that  he  ought  not 
to  expect  to  fall  back  upon  the  workhouse. 
In  such  a  lQcalityj,,Abc^C^e«.he  would 
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Waller,  late  a  Member  of  (hat  House*  a 
gentleman  whose  labours  ia  the  cause  of 
the  poor  deserved  all  commendaiion  from 
every  humane-tninded  Member  of  ibe 
House.    That  note  was  as  follows  :•— 


have  an  exceedingly  moderate  dietary 
table.  But  if  he  found  in  another  locality 
that  the  wages  of  the  labouring  man  did 
not  exceed  6s.  per  week,  and  if  his  object 
were  to  raise  the  independence  of  the 
working  man,  and  make  bis  employer  do 
.bim  justioe,  then  he  should  make  his  con- 
dition in  the  workhouse  better  than  his 
starvation  state  out  of  it.  But  what  had 
the  commissioners  done?  This  was  a  grave 

charge  which  he  ^^as  making  against  ihem    ^j^.,^;^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^        ^^  ^  ^.^^^ 

-one  that  showed  that  the  power  ought  |  ^^  ^,i,^,el!on,  and  above  ten  years  of  a?e,  ac 

cording  to  the  dietary  of  the  women  ;  and  the 


'*  Infirm  persons,  and  those  abova  se^en 
years  of  age,  to  be  allowed  one  oanee  of  t«a 
with  milk,  seven  ounces  of  sugar,  and  tbree 
ounces  and  a  bslf  of  butter  instead  of  gru«i  ; 
and  twice  a  week — namely,  on  Tuesday  and 
Friday,  twelve  ounces  of  suet  and  rice  puading. 


not  to  be  left  at  the  entire  merry  of  the 
commissioners,  or  of  any  particular  body 
of  men,  but  that  some  law  ought  to  exist 
under  which  they  could  seek  protection, 
and  some  law  officer  should  be  appointed 
to  see  that  protection  was  secured  to  them. 
He  begged  the  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  to  a  statement  of  the  weekly  al- 
lowances to  paupers  in  the  London  and 
Cirencester  unions.  He  did  not  think  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  would  applaud  the 
dietary  table  of  the  latter  union.  The 
allowance  to  the  men,  weekly,  was-^in 
London,  bread,  112  ounces;  in  Giren» 
cester,  bread,  ninety-eight  ounces.  In 
London,  beef  or  mutton,  twenty-one 
ounces ;  in  Cirencester,  bacon,  tlve  ounces. 
In  London,  let  it  be  remembered  that 
wages  were  high ;  yet  there  was  a  difier^ 
ence  of  sixteen  ounces  of  meat  in  its  favour 
above  that  of  Cirencester.  In  London 
there  were  allowed,  vegetables,  two  pounds 
and  a  quarter ;  in  Cirencester,  potatoes,  six 
pounds:  in  London »  soup,  four  pints;  in 
Cireucester»  soup,  two  pints  :  in  London, 
cheese,  fourteen  ounces ;  in  Cirencester, 
cheese,  seven  ounces:  in  London,  milk* 
porridge,  ten  pints  and  a  half ;  in  Ciren- 
cester, gruel,  seven  pints :  in  London, 
suet- pudding,  sixteen  ounces :  in  Ciren- 
cester, suet -pudding,  or  any  othtr  food  to 
correspond,  none :  in  London,  beer,  eleven 
pints ;  in  Cirencester,  not  a  drop  of  beer, 
or  any  other  beverage  to  correspond.  Was 
that  the  uniformity  of  the  system  ?  If  so, 
then  give  him  London.  Such  a  system 
was  very  disgraceful,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
reflected  most  severely  upon  the  conduct 
of  those  who  administered  the  law  ;  sind 
coupled  with  what  he  had  already  quoted 
from  their  opinions  on  the  gratitude  of  the 
poor,  convinced  him  that  the  commis- 
sioners were  incompetent  to  administer 
the  law,  and  did  not,  in  fact,  understand 
the  true  principles  of  a  Poor-law.  He 
found  a  note  appended  to  the  two  dietary 
tablesi  as  published  in  a  pamphlet  by  Mr. 


sick  according  to  the  orders  of  the  medical 
officers.  The  refractory  to  be  altowad  six* 
teen  ounces  of  bread  with  water  per  diem." 

He  heard  the  governor  of  a  workhouot 
once  say,  that  ha  considered  a  man  *'  re* 
fractory,''  who  said  be  did  not  know 
whether  he  should  go  or  not,  wbon  he 
was  told  to  go.  That  man  was  aciaaiiy 
confined  by  the  roaster  of  the  workhouse* 
for  such  was  the  nature  of  the  law  which 
that  House  had  passed,  thai  it  actually 
gave  power  to  the  master  of  a  workhouse 
to  place  an  English  subject  in  solitary 
confinement  at  his  wilU  He  found  further 
on,  that  in  the  London  union,  one  ounoe 
of  butter  might  bo  allowed  for  aupper  id* 
stead  of  two  ounces  of  cheese»  or  a  pioi 
and  a  half  of  broth;  and  that  the  women 
were  allowed  half  a  pound  of  sugar  per 
week,  while  the  sick  and  infirm  Were  to 
have  such  wine  and  beer  as  the  medicid 
attendant  might  direct.  Roast  veal  and 
pork  were  provided  on  Easter  Sunday  aod 
Whit  Sunday,  and  roast  beef  and  plum 
pudding  on  Christmaa-day,  in  the  city  of 
London  union.  Surely  that  roust  have 
been  an  arrangement  made  by  the  alder* 
men.  He  knew  th.U  when  tfaie  guardiaus 
of  Kensington  gave  the  poor  roaat  beaf 
and  plum  pudding  on  Christmaa-day,  they 
had  to  pay  56/.  out  of  their  own  pocketa  for 
it,  for  the  Poor-law  commissionara  refoatd 
to  allow  the  expense.  Oh, the  preseotPoor* 
law  was  a  rare  law  1  One  much  calculated 
to  bring  down  upon  the  Legislature  the 
edmiration  of  all  noble  hearts  and  intelli* 
gent  minds  I  They  had  absolutely  given  e 
receipt  for  soup,  and  no  doubt  it  was  a 
very  good  one.  Weights  and  icalas  were 
provided  for  each  poor->house»  to  whieh 
the  paupers  were  to  have  acoeaa  at  all 
times.  That  might  be  a  satisfactory  ar* 
rangement  if  it  could  be  carried  out  i  and 
the  aldermen  probably  deserved  the  credit 
of  making  it.  It  bad  been  alleged  again 
and  again,  that  the  objeot  of  tba  new 
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law  waft  to  increa«e  ihe  wageft  of  the 
working  people ;  but  the  commisaioners 
bad,  in  distficts  wbere  the  labourers 
could  scarcely  exist  on  the  small  amount 
of  wages  which  ihey  received,  so  mo- 
delled the  union  houses,  and  so  framed 
the  dietary  tables,  as  to  hold  out  no 
temptation  to  the  working  man  to  enter 
the  workhouse.  In  fact,  the  poor  man 
was  obliged  to  reason  thus» — ''  I  am 
offered  7$.  per  week,  for  my  labour ;  if  I 
go  into  the  workhousei  what  I  shall  re- 
ceive  will  be  of  the  value  of  9s,  6<f,,  be. 
sides  having  to  submit  to  the  stringent 
rules  of  that  establishment/'  Was  thoie 
any  chance,  under  such  circumstances,  of 
the  labouring  man  being  raised  to  a  stale 
of  independence,  or  of  his  condition  being 
improved  ?  None,  In  most  cases,  the 
partieswho  gave  him  inadequate  wages, 
were  the  very  parties  in  whom  the  admin- 
istration of  relief  as  guardians  vested. 
Altogether,  then,  this  was  a  state  of  things 
which  ought  not  to  continue.  If  a  law  of 
this  nature  could  be  enacted  in  that 
HottSe--^ifa  Secretary  of  State  could  be 
found  to  approve  of  the  meagre  dietary 
tables  of  the  commissioners,  and  if  they 
could  confirm  the  decisions  of  the  boards 
of  guardians,  he  hoped,  that  the  House 
would  exercise  the  same  authority  for  the 
regulation  of  the  dietary  tables  of  the 
union  workhouses  which  they  eiercised  in 
framing  dietary  tables  for  gaols.  Let 
them  take  the  responsibility  upon  them- 
selves, and  not,  by  shifting  it  upon  the 
shoulders  of  others,  make  others  their 
scapegoats.  Let  them  determine,  them- 
selves, what  ought  to  be  the  dietary  of 
workhouses.  Had  the  commissioners  es- 
tablished a  system  of  uniformity  in  diet, 
and  that  diet  had  been  sufficient  for  the 
proper  sustenance  of  the  poor,  he  should 
not  have  complained  of  their  conduct  in 
that  respect.  Bat  when  he  saw  in  one 
union,  in  the  vicinage  of  which  wages  were 
high,  that  men  were  allowed  twenty*one 
ounces  of  fresh  meat  per  week,  while  in 
another,  where  wages  were  low,  they  were 
allowed  but  seven  ounces  of  salt  meat — 
when  he  saw,  that  in  the  one  there  was  an 
ample  portion  of  broth,  and  in  the  other 
nothing  but  wretched  gruel— when  he  saw 
in  the  one,  that  eleven  pints  of  beer  were 
allowad,  and  in  the  other  none  at  all,  he 
was  compelled  to  say,  that  it  was  perfectly 
ridiculous  to  come  down  to  that  House 
and  savi  that  the  practice  of  the  new  law 
bad  led  to  uniformity,  and  that  it  was  a 


system  which  ought  to  be  continued. 
Such  a  state  of  things,  he  repeated,  re« 
fleeted  seriously  upon  the  character  and 
conduct  of  the  commissioners.  There 
was  a  practice  in  that  House  which  he 
might  as  well  notice  for  the  information  of 
younger  Members.  Towards  the  end  of 
a*Session  some  friend  of  the  Government 
would  bring  in  a  bill  which  was  profes- 
sedly of  a  very  trivial  nature,  merely  for 
shaving  and  powdering  a  mouse,  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort.  At  the  end  of  August 
they  resembled  shooting-stars,  they  were 
here  and  there  and  everywhere*  and  it  was 
difficult  to  say  exactly  where  they  were. 
By  and  bye,  some  discussions  would  arise, 
with  regard  to  some  one  of  these  little 
bills,  and  an  objectionable  part  would, 
perh&ps,  be  struck  out,  which,  however, 
would  be  inserted  again  in  the  other 
House,  and  thus  the  bill  would  pass.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say,  that  the  present  Go- 
vernment would  not  propose  such  bills  as 
well  as  others.  Well,  in  1835,  a  bill  was 
passed  at  the  end  of  the  Session  ;  it  re- 
ceived the  Royal  Assent  on  the  9th  of 
September.  He  did  not  know  what  the 
hon.  Members  who  saw  that  bill  expected 
would  be  done  under  it,  but  he  must  con- 
fess, on  looking  into  the  reports  of  Ihe 
commissioners,  he  was  exceedingly  an* 
noyed  at  discovering  what  they  had  done 
under  the  authority  of  that  measure  and 
another,  which  was  passed  in  the  first 
year,  he  believed,  of  her  present  Majes- 
ty's reign.  The  bill  he  alluded  to,  was 
one  to  authorise  the  commissioners  to  sell 
parish  property  ;  and  he  recollected  per- 
fectly well,  that  he  understood  it  was  (o 
apply  to  the  sale  of  workhouses,  and  the 
ground  on  which  workhouses  stood.  But 
that  was  not  the  case,  it  appeared.  He 
found,  that  under  this  bill  the  small  tene- 
ments belonging  to  parishes  had  been  sold. 
All  the  little  habitations,  as  well  as  the 
workhouses  belonging  to  parishes,  had 
been  brought  under  the  operation  of  that 
act.  Was  it  the  intention  of  the  House, 
at  the  time,  that  such  should  be  the  opera, 
tioo  of  that  measure  ?  An  hon.  Member 
behind  him  said  it  was ;  but  he  would  ask, 
was  it  the  intention  of  the  House,  that 
under  that  act,  the  Poor-law  commission- 
ers should  sell  all  the  dwellings  of  the 
poor  as  well  as  the  old  workhouses,  and 
while  they  thus  created  a  source  for  ob- 
taining money,  leave  the  poor  no  habita- 
tions at  all  but  the  union  house?  Did 
the  House  intend,  that  the  humble  tene* 
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ments  of  the  laboaring  population  should 
be  razed  to  the  ground.  [No,  no  /]  Oh, 
yes!  but  they  had  been  razed  to  the 
ground,  in  many  instances;  and  the  trans- 
fers of  propel  ty  of  that  description,  effected 
by  sales,  under  the  orders  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, had  amounted,  according  to  th/s 
seventh  report,  to  the  enormous  number  of 
3,900.  Parish  property  consisted  of  two 
kindf.  One  description  of  this  property 
belonged  to  the  ratepayers,  and  another 
description  belonged  to  the  poor.  Of  the 
latter,  a  large  proportion  was  thus  dispos- 
sessed of  their  property,  which,  though  he 
could  not  say,  that  they  were  possessed  of 
it  by  any  written  trust,  they  were  entitled 
to  by  tenure,  and  by  that  right  it  belonged 
to  them.  What  did  the  commissioners 
say  upon  this  subject  ?  The  commission- 
ers stated,  that  under  the  powers  conferred 
by  the  bill,  a  large  portion  of  property, 
consisting  for  the  most  part  of  small  tene- 
ments, had  been  disposed  of.  Some  of 
the  property  consisted  of  houses  in  a  state 
of  great  dilapidation,  which,  if  suffered  to 
remain,  would  be  places  of  reception  for 
other  persons.  To  be  sure,  they  would 
become  so.  Houses  were  made  for  the 
reception  and  occupation  of  inhabitants  ; 
but  the  object  of  the  commissioners  was 
clearly  that  there  should  be  no  parish  pro- 
perty, and  that  all  the  poor  should  be 
compelled  to  resort  to  the  workhouse. 
Now,  what  was  the  opinion  of  Biackstone 
upon  this  point?  His  words  were  these, 
when  speaking  of  the  statute  of  Elizabeth, 
with  respect  to  the  poor  :  — 

"  The  two  great  objects  of  this  statute  seem 
to  have  been, — 1.  To  relieve  the  impotent 
poor,  and  them  only.  2.  To  find  employment 
for  such  as  are  able  to  work.  And  this  prin- 
cipally by  providing  stocks  of  raw  materials  to 
be  worked  up  at  their  separate  homes,  instead 
of  accumulating  all  the  poor  in  one  common 
workhouse,  a  practice  which  puts  the  sober 
and  diligent  upon  a  level,  in  point  of  their 
earnings,  with  those  who  are  dissolute  and  idle, 
depresses  the  laudable  emulation  of  domestic 
industry  and  neatness,  and  destroys  all  endear- 
ing family  connections,  the  only  felicity  of  the 
indigent." 

Now,  if  the  tenements  thus  destroyed 
bad  been  retained,  they  might  have  been 
converted  to  useful  purposes.  It  would 
be  a  highly  desirable  object  to  endeavour 
by  law  to  force  the  labouring  population  to 
the  practice  of  virtue.  Might  not  other 
influences  than  those  of  coercion  be  re- 
sorted to  for  the  purpose?  Did  hon. 
Gentlemen  imagine  that  their  properties 


were  more  secure  from  plunder,  or  tbeir 
persons  more  safe  from  violence,  because 
no  regard  was  shown  for  the  wants  of  the 
poor,  and  no  efforts  made  to  train  them  to 
virtue  ?    He  would  entreat  of  the  House 
to  weigh  the  subject  well;  and  be  wee 
satisfied  that  the  more  they  reflected  upoo  it, 
the  more  would  they  be  induced  to  adopt 
another  line  of  conduct  than  that  which 
was  at  present  pursued.     Much  of  the 
immorality  and  of  the  vice  which  was  to  be 
found  amongst  the  labouring  classes  could 
clearly   be  traced   to  the   fact,  that  oo 
reward   or  inducement  was  held  out  for 
the  promotion  of  good  conduct,     la  the 
whole  of  the  Poor-law,  and  throughout 
the  entire  of  the  machinery  by  which  it 
was  carried  into  operation,  there  was  no 
contrivance  for  the  reward  of  good  con* 
duct,  and   no  provision  by   which  soone 
slight  honour  or  distinction  might  mark 
the  last  days  of  those  who  in  their  lives 
had  set  examples  of  humble  virtue.     Now, 
the  tenements  to  which  he  had  alluded 
would  have  answered  well  for  such  a  par- 
pose,  by  granting  them  to  well-behaved 
paupers  of  a  certain  age,  as  places  in 
which   they  might  repose  in  peace  and 
quiet  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
Such  a  course  would  be  far  better  fhaa 
the  present  practice  of  sending  them  to 
prisons,  in   many   instances  miles   away 
from  all  the  scenes  of  their  former  associ- 
ations.    He  did  not  believe  that  any  boo. 
Member  who  heard  him  would  feel  grati* 
Ged  with  the  latter  course;    but,  if  the 
former  course  were  adopted,  and  if  the 
prospect   of  reward    was     held    out    to 
deserving  paupers  at  certain   periods  of 
their  lives,  the  labouring  population  would 
soon  become  a  new  race  of  men,  working 
in  tranquillity  and  contentment,  and  happy 
in  the  position  in  which  circumstances  nad 
placed  them.     He  could  not  help  express- 
ing his  deep  regret  that  the  executive  Go- 
vernment had  expressed  a  determination 
to  adhere  to  the  principle  of  a  law  which 
was  obnoxious  to  the  best  feelings  of  our 
nature,  and  pregnant  with  danger  to  the 
institutions  of  the  country.     It  was  a  law 
of  which  no  portion  was  worthy  of  com- 
mendation, and  if  hon.  Members,  instead 
of  taking  their  opinions  from  the  published 
reports,  would  but  take  the  trouble  of 
visiting  the  cottages  of  the  poor,  would 
associate  themselves  with  them,  in  their 
homes  for  an  hour  or  a  half  —  inquire 
into  their  wants,  and  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  their  circumstanceSi  thejf 
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woald  enter  that   House  with  very  dif- 
ferent yiewt  from  those  which    they  at 
present  entertained.    He  wasquite  certain 
that  they  were  not  aware  of  the  thoughts 
which  passed  in  the  minds  of  the  poorer 
classes  with  respect  to  this  law.    If  they 
could  see  what  he  had  seen  it  would  be 
calculated  to  show  how  the  poor  must  feel 
upon  the  subject.     In  one  union^  where  it 
was   necessary  to   procure   a    particular 
body  for  examination,  it  was  found  that 
the  bodies  of  twenty-six  paupers  had  been 
thrust  into  one  hole.     Could    Ministers 
believe  that  a  system  so  characterized 
could  be  favourable  to  Conservative  views  ? 
When  the  poor  man  sat  in  his  miserable 
hovel,   were  not  considerations  such  as 
these  calculated  to  produce  a  belief  that 
the  wealthier  classes  were  indifferent  to 
bis  position  ?    It  was  very  true  that  the 
rate  levied  for  the    relief  of   the  poor 
amounted   to  a  large  sum,  but  then   it 
should  be  remembered  that  the  rates  were 
expended  in  the  localities  in  which  they 
were  raised;    and  it  should  also  be  re- 
membered that  the  poor-rate  had  not  in- 
creased in  any  degree  at  all  proportionate 
to  the  increased  wealth  of  the  country. 
Within  the  space  of  seventy  or  eighty 
vears,  whilst  the  one  was  only  increased 
by  the  amount  of  9  per  cent.,  the  other 
had  increased  to  40.     He  felt  it  necessary 
to  apologize  to  the  House  for  trespassing 
on  its  patience  so  long,  but  he  must  again 
recommend  to  their  attention  what  he  had 
said  with  respect  to  the  medical  treatment 
of  the  poor,  which  he  considered  to  be  a 
point  of  very  great  importance,  and  though 
nis  views  on  the  subject  might  appear  to 
be  strong,  they  were  not  visions  conjured 
op  in  the  closet.     They  were  the  result  of 
practical  observations,  daily  deduced  from 
the  studv  of  nature's  book.    Every  day 
the  popular  feeling  aga  nst  the  law  became 
stronger  and  stronger.     An  hon.  Member 
near  him  shook  his  head  at  this  observation, 
but  he  was  ready  to  pledge  his  existence  on 
statements  which  he  had  made,  and  he 
was  satisfied  that  the    millions  of  this 
conntry  would  not  endure  such  a  state  of 
tilings  much  longer.     Every  poor  man  in 
the  land  was  struck  with  the  fear  that  he 
might  one  day  become  subject  to  the  law, 
and  one  poor  man,  a  small  rate-payer, 
said  to  him— 
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'*  I  have  now  been  paying  rates  for  twenty 
years,  I  am  becoming  indigent,  and  I  have  no 
prospect  before  me  but  the  gaol  or  the  work- 
pouse.'' 


There  were  difiicoUies  in  the  way  of  this 
question,  but  those  difficulties  could  be 
overcome,  if  the  House  agreed  to  legislate 
in   the  spirit  of   the  law  of  Elizabeth. 
Would  they  do  that,  or  on  the  contrary, 
would  they  allow  the  commissioners  to  go 
on,  and  then  say  that  the  poor  of  this 
country  were  divested  of  gratitude  ?    He 
hoped  the  House  would  take  fully  into 
consideration    all  the  feelings  connected 
with  this  question,  and  appreciate  the  ad- 
vantages which  would  arise  from  a  state 
of  things  in  which  all  classes  would  live  in 
peace  and  amity  with  each  other.    Why 
not  approach  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject in  a  humane  and  Christian  spirit.  The 
law  had  originated  with  a  set  of  Utilita- 
rians, who  were    prepared    to   sacrifice 
everything  to  what  they  called  the  splendid 
principle  of  utility.     For  them  they  would 
have  gone  on  and  ground  the  bones  of  the 
poor,  and  used  them  for  manure  if  they 
thought  it  would  enrich  the  soil.  ["  Oh, 
oh.**]  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  he  be- 
lieved they  would  go  that  length.    Some 
hon.  Gentlemen  might  not  be  aware  of 
the  opinions   entertained  by   that  body. 
They  believed  it  was  an  affliction  to  a 
country  that  there  should   be  any  poor 
persons  in  it.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
legislate  in  a  spirit  that  should  cause  the 
working  men  of  this  country  to  teach  their 
sons  that  the  gentry  were  their  friends  and 
benefactors.     He    hoped  that  when  the 
poor  man  approached  the  close  of  his  life, 
and   when  his  bodily  energies   began  to 
flag,  some  provision  would  be  made  for 
him  whose  exemplary  conduct  deserved  it, 
so  that  he  might  be  enabled  to  call  his 
children  around   him,  and  point  out  to 
them  the  reward  which  his  deservings  had 
procured,  and  tell  them  that  so  long  as 
they  proved  virtuous  the  high  and  mighty 
in  the  land  would  not  be  unmindful  of 
their  welfare.    If  this  were  done  there 
would!  be  no  fear  of  midnight  conspiracy 
or  crime,  nor  would  any  tremble  through 
the  night,  in  apprehension  of  the  scenes 
which  they  might  be  doomed  to  witness  in 
the  morning. 

Mr.  Ward  would  make  no  apology  for 
troubling  the  House,  after  the  most  extra- 
ordinary  speech  just  delivered  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury,  for  he  was  not  one 
disposed  to  sit  down  quietly  under  the 
imputation  of  giving  a  vote  or  pursuing  a 
course,  being  actuated  in  so  doing  by 
what  the  hon.  Member  termed  the  foulest 
I  feelings  that  could  disgrace  the  humao 
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mitid.  H«  was  ooi  dwpoied  to  cubmit 
csliiiiy  to  the  accutatioti  of  having  wil- 
fully supported  a  bill»  framed,  as  the  hon. 
Member  was  pleased  to  ^ay.  in  the  spirit 
of  wickedness,  and  fraught  with  injustice 
and  cruelly.  He  would  say  nothing  of 
the  taste  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury, 
who  was  OS  audacious  in  bis  language  in 
that  House  as  he  was  cowardly  in  his 
political  acts,for  he  never  carried  out  his 
words  by  his  vot?s»  Nevertheless,  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  had  surprised 
him  I  because  on  a  former  occasion  he  had 
told  the  House  he  had  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  the  subject  was  one  of  deep 
importance,  one  with  respect  to  which  no 
exciting  language  ought  to  be  used,  but 
which  should  be  discussed  with  sobriety 
and  oalroness,  and  yet  the  hon.  Member 
had  thought  proper  to  taunt  and  vilify 
those  who  had  supported  the  bill  from  the 
most  oonscientious  motives,  and  upon  the 
honest  conviction  that  it  was  a  good  bill 
for  the  working  classes  of  this  country — 
nay,  they  knew  it  was  a  good  bill,  and 
they  were  prepared  to  defend  its  principles 
against  the  attacks  of  the  hon.  Member. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  had  said,  that  the 
supporters  of  that  bill  were  prepared  to 
grind  the  bones  of  the  poor  and  use  them 
for  manure,  if  they  thought  it  would  en- 
rich the  soil. 

Mr.  Wakley:  I  mada  use  of  no  such 
terms* 

Mr.  Ward:  I  appeal  to  the  House. 

Mr.  fVaklep :  1  spoke  of  the  doctrines  6f 
the  Utilitarians. 

Mr.  fVardi  The  hon.  Member  had  said 
that  the  PoorJaw  Bill  had  originated  with 
an  Utihtarian  Society  of  which  the  Bishop 
of  London  was  the  head,  and  said  that  all 
who  approved  of  that  bill,  who  concurred 
in  its  principles,  were  men  who  were  pre« 
pared  to  grind  the  bones  of  the  poor,  if 
they  thought  it  would  answer  their  own 
unworthy  ends.  What  had  been  the  hon. 
Member's  ground  of  attack  ?  He  had  said 
that  the  effect  of  the  law  was  to  take  from 
the  ratt**payer8|  the  management  of  their 
own  funds.  No  such  thing.  The  effect 
of  the  law  had  been  to  institute  a  better 
system  of  management  of  those  local  funds^ 
which  theretofore  had  been  most  miserably 
roismanagedi  and  to  restore  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  noble  act  of  Eliaabeth.  Did 
not  the  hon.  Member  know  that  the  Ad- 
ministration of  that  law  of  EliKabeth  had 
been  characterised  by  the  grossest  absur* 
dity  and  most  miserable  fatuity?    And 


was  it  not  a  gross  error  to  talk  of  the  bet- 
ter condition  of  the  poor  under  the  old 
law !  Had  the  hon.  Member  never  heard 
of  men  being  harnessed  to  carts,  and  of 
women  being  forced  to  drag  loads  up  bills 
under  that  system  he  so  highly  eulogised  ? 
Under  the  old  Administration  of  the  Poor- 
laws  every  motive  for  bad  conduct  had 
been  given,  for  then  the  idle  and  the  dis- 
solute argued  that,  when  their  means  were 
expended,  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
fall  back  upon  the  parish.  The  hon. 
Member  had  chosen  to  assert  that  the 
New  Poor-law  had  put  the  poor  out  of 
the  pale  of  constitutional  right.  No  such 
thing.  It  put  them  under  a  system  of 
administration  they  had  never  had  before 
^-a  system  which  established  a  direct 
system  of  responsibility.  The  Poor-law 
commissioners  were  directly  responsible  to 
the  Government,  and  the  Government  was 
responsible  to  that  House.  In  every  dis- 
cussion it  had  been  shown  that  no  abuse 
could  be  committed,  nor  act  of  oppression 
perpetrated,  under  the  power  of  the  law 
without  being  quickly  brought  to  light. 
Few  knew  the  mystery  of  iniauity  that 
was  in  daily  practice  under  the  old  system^ 
which  was  converting  the  population  of 
this  country  into  the  most  demoralised  ia 
the  world.  The  hon.  Member  had  spokea 
of  the  power  of  the  commissioners,  and, 
objecting  to  that  concentrated  power,  he 
had  contended  that  the  resident  guardians 
would  be  the  more  fitting  persons  to  wield 
it.  He  was  as  little  inclined  to  closet 
theories  as  the  hon.  Member  himself;  he 
had  mixed  much  with  the  world  in  all 
classes*  He  represented  a  manufacturing 
constituency^  and  he  resided  io  an  agricul- 
tural district^  and  he  could  speak  from 
experience  as  to  what  was  the  feeling  oa 
this  subject  of  local  responsibility.  There 
was  a  general  anxiety  that  the  Legislature 
should  not  interfere  with  the  law  in  that 
respect— that  it  should  not  repeal  or  sfioil 
by  crude  and  hasty  measures  a  bill  which 
was  admitted  to  be  the  best  that  had  been 
passed  since  the  Reform  Bill.  Such  was 
the  general  feeling  without  distinction  of 
party.  At  the  time  when  that  very  ques- 
tion of  looal  responsibility  was  under  die* 
cussion  there  were  certain  guardians*  clever 
men,  men  perfectly  conversant  with  the 
working  of  the  law,  who  had  said  to  hios, 
"  Put  no  responsibility  on  our  shoulders. 
We  have  an  onerous  and  difficult  task  as 
it  IS,  but  then  we  have  certain  fixed  prin- 
ciples laid  down  wfeijklieLf ^S.^©tWtert'* 
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Ooe  of  those  guardians  bad  (old  liim  (M n 
Ward)  there  was  a  feeling  of  horror  in  re* 
ference  (o  the  bon.  Member  for  Finsbury, 
and  bis  pro(K>saU»  and  had  said»  **  If  you 
give  boards  of  guardians  absolute  power 
to  act,  we  should  be  worse  off  than  under 
the  old  system,  for  we  should  have  a 
Wakley  at  every  board»  and  have  our 
houses  burut  down  if  we  did  not  go  along 
with  him."  Those  were  the  very  words 
that  vyere  used.  They  were  not  very 
respectful  to  the  hoti.  Member  for  Flns'^ 
bury,  but  they  showed  how  much  that 
hon.  Member  mistook  the  feeling  of  the 
agricultural  population  of  this  country. 
They  did  not  wish  for  more  responsi- 
bility--they  had  a  dread  of  it;  ihey 
wished  to  have  the  power  of  dealing 
calmly  and  deliberately  with  the  ques- 
tions brought  before  them,  and  of  apply- 
ing their  conscientious  attention  to  the 
task  which  the  law  imposed  upon  them, 
and  a  very  onerous  task  It  was.  Less 
onerous,  however,  than  it  was  some  years 
ago,  because  the  ameliorations  which  the 
operation  of  the  law  bad  introduced  into 
the  habits  and  condition  of  the  labouring 
poor  in  many  districts  of  the  country,  and 
especially  in  the  southern  distrlctSt  where 
the  provisions  of  the  old  law  were  more 
particularly  abused,  were  so  marked,  so 
decided)  and  so  unequivocal,  that  he  did 
not  think  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury 
himself  would  question  them  if  he  had 
had  the  means  of  witnessing  them.  Then 
the  hon.  Member  talked  of  medical  re« 
lief;  and  he  invoked  the  shade  of  Sir 
Astley  Cooper  to  prove  that  there  was  no 
provision  made  under  the  present  law  for 
immediate  parochial  relief.  The  union 
workhoHSesv  he  said»  were  obliged  to  send 
seven  or  ten  miles  for  a  medioal  practi- 
tioner at  times  when  a  delay  of  five  mi* 
nutes  might  end  to  the  death  of  the 
sufferer*  and  inhumanity*  he  asserted^  was 
the  rale  of  the  law  in  this  respect  as  well 
as  in  all  others.  Had  the  hon.  Member 
read  the  63d  clause  of  the  act  P  Did  he 
not  know  that  there  was  at  the  close  of 
that  clause  a  special  provision  for  every 
caaualty  thattoight  occur?  Was  he  not 
aware  that  the  5M  clause  empowered 
every  guardian  in  a  rural  parish  ((br  it  was 
in  those  parishes  only  that  the  emergency 
could  arise),  instantly  to  have  recourse  to 
any  medical  practitioner  on  whom  he 
could  lay  his  hand,  and  to  make  a  separate 
charge  for  the  expenses  incurred  in  such 
emergencies?    tie  apprehended  that  that 


provision  of  the  law  was  amply  sufficient, 
if  properly  administered  by  the  guardians, 
to  provide  for  every  rase  of  sudden  emer- 
gency. The  hon.  Member  then  alluded 
to  the  dietary  tables,  and  contrasted  the 
table  of  the  city  of  London  with  that  of 
the  rural  districts.  The  dietary  table  of 
the  city  of  Londou,  which  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber so  much  applauded,  was  not  one  that 
he  would  undertake  to  defend.  It  might 
seem  harsh  to  say  S0|  but  in  his  opinion , 
a  workhouse  dietary  which  gave  to  pau- 
pers a  greater  amount  of  food  than  tlie 
independent  labourer  could  command  by 
his  utmost  exercise  was  indefensible.  The 
natural  standard  to  take  of  these  things 
was  the  amount  of  comfort  that  the  inde- 
pendent labourer  could  procure  by  the 
work  of  his  hands.  The  comforts  afforded 
by  the  London  diet  table  were  greater 
than  could  be  commanded  even  by  the 
inferior  rate-payer.  He  had  no  wish  to 
introduce  again  into  this  discussion  any  of 
those  party  allusions  which  were  made  in 
a  previous  stage  of  it.  He  had  the  less 
wish  to  do  so,  because  he  had  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  from  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home '  Department,  one  of  the  most 
manlv,  rational*  and  plain-spoken  speeches 
in  reference  to  this  bill  and  all  its  provi- 
sions, that  he  had  ever  listened  to  from 
the  lips  of  any  person  charged  with  the 
Government  of  this  country.  The  right 
hon*  Baronet,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  took 
the  perfectly  prudent  and  practical  course. 
He  did  not  pledge  himself  to  all  the  de* 
tails  of  the  bill.  It  had  now  been  seven 
years  in  operation,  and  it  was  not 
only  probable,  but  certain,  that  there 
were  many  parts  of  it  in  which,  with  the 
general  concurrence  of  those  who  ap» 
proved  its  prinoiple,  considerable  changta 
might  be  made.  Any  change  made  with* 
out  impairing  the  principle  of  the  act«i«i 
any  proposal  to  humaniie  and  soften  the 
severity  with  which  some  of  lu  provisions 
were  made  to  bear  upon  industrious  and 
deserving  men-^any  suoh  proposal  be 
was  satisfied  would  meet  with  the  general 
concurrence  of  that  House.  He  had  lis- 
tened to  the  intimation  made  bv  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  James  OrahamX 
that  such  would  be  the  course  of  the  Go« 
vernment,  with  as  much  pleasure  as  to 
that  part  of  his  speech  in  which  he  an- 
nounced that  it  was  the  intention  of  Min-* 
isters  to  adhere  to  the  main  princblet  of 
\he  act.  After  the  statement  made  oy  the 
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right  Hon.  Baronet,  he  (Mr.  Ward)  thould 
consider  himself  unworthy  of  the  seat 
which  he  held  in  that  House,  if  he  did 
not  fairly  take  his  share  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  stating  his  entire  concurrence  in 
the  principle  of  the  act,  as  well  as  in  the 
coarse  which  Government  proposed  to 
pursue  in  reference  to  it.  To  that  course 
he  hould  give  his  cordial  support*  He 
would  not  at  that  moment,  enter  into  any 
further  details.  He  had  perhaps  spoken 
rather  warmly  at  the  commencement  of 
his  observations,  but  the  provocation  was 
really  much  greater  than  he  felt  himself 
called  upon  to  endure.  He  would  now 
only  repeat,  that  he  should  give  his  cordial 
support  to  the  course  which  the  Govern- 
ment intended  to  pursue,  and  that  when 
the  bill  should  be  brought  forward  next 
year,  he  hoped  the  House,  for  the  sake  of 
Its  own  character  and  credit,  would  enter 
upon  the  discussion  in  a  better  tone  and 
spirit  than  had  been  exhibited  in  the  de- 
bate of  that  night. 

Mr.  S.  Worlley  had,  on  the  night  pre- 
vious, expressed  the  view  which  he  took  of 
a  part  of  this  subject.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  instruction  offered  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  York  was  one  that  went  to 
open  up  the  whole  subject  of  the  Poor-law 
Amendment  Act,  and  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances now  existing,  it  would  be  more 
consistent  with  the  dignity  and  regularity 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  and,  in- 
deed, with  common  sense  and  reason,  that 
they  should  defer  a  question  of  the  sort  in- 
volved in  the  hon.  Gentleman's  motion 
until  they  could  take  the  whole  subject  in 
band,  and  deal  with  it  as  became  a  legis- 
lative body.  But  there  was  one  of  the  in- 
structions, now  moved  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Rochdale  (Mr.  Crawford),  to  which  he 
thought  that  objection  did  not  so  strongly 
apply,  namely,  that  the  question  being  at 
this  moment  in  a  state  of  abeyance,  it  was 
but  fair  that  the  act  should  not  be  carried 
further  into  effect  during  the  time  that  the 
Government  and  the  legislature  were 
making  ujp  their  minds  as  to  what  the  law 
should  ultimately  be.  He  certainly  thought 
it  no  unreasonaUe  request  to  make,  that  no 
more  of  the  unions  should  be  obtruded  upon 
parts  of  the  country  where  they  did  not  at 
present  exist  until  it  was  known  what  the 
new  system  was  to  be.  That  he  under- 
•tood  to  be  the  whole  effect  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman's  first  instruction,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  adoption  of  it  would 
not  offer  any  impediment  or  obstruction  to 


the  Government  in  considering  tbe  ques- 
tion.    He  thought,  therefore,  that  it  would 
be  fair  to  vote  in  favour  of  that  propositiao. 
With  regard  to  the  other  instruction  ofoed 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  he  confessed  he 
did  not  take  precisely  the  same  view  of  it. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  that  instructioQ 
much   as  he  agreed  in  its  general  tenor, 
was  liable  in  a  great  de|;ree  to  the  same 
objections  as  the  instruction  offered  on  the 
previous  night  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
York.     It  went  entirely  to  forbid  the  ap* 
plication  of  the  rule  relating  to  out-door 
relief  from  the  present  time.     He  was  not 
prepared  to  go  that  length,  because  he  felt 
that  if  he  were  to  do  so,  it  must  open  the 
whole  subject,  and  he  might   be   inter- 
fering, without  sufficient  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  to  prevent  the  application  of  this 
regulation  m  parts  of  the  country  where  it 
was  possible  it  might  be  absolutely  re- 
quired.    These  were  the  views  which  he 
took  of  the  two  instructions  offered  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Rochdale ;  and  he  oould 
not  close  his  remarks  upon  them  without 
taking  the  opportunity  of  expressing  the 
pleasure  with  which  he  had  heard  the  ju- 
dicious and  conciliatory  observations  of  his 
right  hon.  Friend  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Poor-law  commissioners,  not 
that  he  entirely  concurred  in  the  view 
taken  by  his  right  hon.  Friend.     His  right 
hon.  Friend  talked  of  adhering  strictly  to 
the  principle  of  the  act.     He  should  ||[ive 
some  reasons  for  dissenting  from  that  view. 
He  owned,  however,  that  he  had  listened 
with  great    pleasure  to    the  encondoms 
passed  by  his  right  hon.  Friend  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  commissioners,  in  instances 
where  they  had  paid  deference  to  public 
opinion,  and  introduced  ameliorations  into 
the  administration  of  the  law.    He  took 
these  encomiums,  on  the  part  of  the  coun« 
try,  as  an  earnest  from  his  right  hon. 
Friend,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
watch  over  the  operation  of  the  act,  and  to 
see  that  it  was  carried  into  execution  in  e 
manner  consistent  with  the    dictates  of 
humanity.     Hb  right  hon.  Friend  had 
gone  as  far  as  it  was  possible  for  one  in  his 
situation  to  go.     He  had  aone  to  the  very 
brink  of  that  caution  whidi  it  was  his  duty 
to  preserve.    He  stated  that  he  approved  of 
concessions  to  public  opinionand  that  he  was 
anxious  to  promote  the  relaxation  of  rigid 
rules.  He  (Mr.  Wortley)  took  his  right  boa. 
Friend  at  his  word,  and  upon  the  assurance, 
that  he  objected  to  the  rigid  enforcement  of 
rigorous  rules^  woi^d  co^nt  to  take  th^ 
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Ull  now  proposed  upon  trust  for  the  inter- 
val that  must  elapse  between  the  present 
time,  and  the  period  at  which  the  amended 
act  would  be  brought  forward.  He  was 
quite  aware,  that  the  real  question  before 
the  House,  at  the  present  moment,  was 
not  whether  the  Poor.law  Amendment  Act 
should  be  continued,  but  whether  that  por- 
tion of  it  should  be  continued  which  estab. 
lished  the  Poor-law  commission.  That 
was  the  real  question,  and  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  he  should  not  have  felt  it 
necessary  to  say  any  more  than  he  had  al- 
ready taken  the  liberty  of  offering  to  the 
House  upon  the  subject  But  it  appeared 
to  him,  that  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  were  discussing  the  question  were  not 
of  an  ordinary  character.  This  bill  to  con- 
tinue the  commission  for  a  year,  was  intro- 
duced in  order  to  give  a  new  Government 
time  to  consider  the  whole  subject.  It 
was  introduced  into  a  Parliament  lately  re- 
turned by  the  country,  and  which  com- 
prised within  its  ranks  many  Members  who 
had  never  before  had  an  opportunity  of 
taking  part  in  the  discussions  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Poor-laws.  He  stood  in  that 
situation  himself,  and  he  owned,  that  hav- 
ing only  lately  met  a  large  body  of  his  con- 
stituents, with  whom  this  question  pos- 
sessed an  intense  interest,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  ask  the  House  to  permit  him  to  extend 
his  remarks  upon  it.  It  was  necessary, 
that  he  should  do  so  for  two  reasons — ^first, 
that  he  might  not  himself  be  misrepresented, 
as  he  found  he  had  been— having  opinions 
ascribed  to  him  which  wereof  a  stronger  and 
moresweepingcharacter  than  any hehadever 
entertained  or  uttered  ;  and,  secondly,  be- 
cause he  was  anxious  to  exculpate  himself 
from  the  imputation  that  he  had  used  lan- 
guage in  reference  to  this  subject  upon  the 
hustings,  which  he  shrunk  from  repeating 
or  adhering  to,  when  he  came  into  that 
House.  He  owned,  that  with  respect  to 
the  first  of  these  difficulties,  he  might  make 
up  his  mind  to  remain  silent  $  to  allow  the 
mere  misrepresentation  of  private  opinion 
to  pass.  But  he  trusted  that  the  House 
would  not  think  him  irrational  if  he  felt 
the  deepest  anxiety  to  acquit  himself  wholly 
and  entirely  even  of  the  suspicion,  that  he 
was  capable  of  deceiving  those  from  whom 
he  had  received  the  great  trust  which  he 
held,  and  of  representing  himself  to  them 
in  a  character  which  he  was  not  prepared 
to  maintain  in  that  House.  He  had  been 
the  subject  of  specific  attacks  and  insinua- 
tions in  that  respect.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Halifax  bad  last  night  talked  of  the 


language  which  had  been  used— of  the  war- 
cry  of  "No  Poor-law"  which  was  to  be 
heard  throughout  the  district  for  the  repre- 
sentation of  which  he  (Mr.  Wortley)  was 
a  candidate.  But  was  there  not,  at  the 
same  time,  a  war-cry  of  "  No  Corn-laws,'^ 
and  ''untaxed  bread?"  If  these  matters 
were  to  be  taken  into  consideration  at  idl, 
it  was  only  fair  to  look  at  both  sides*  He 
had  never  used  the  expression,  "  no  Poor- 
law,"  himself;  but  he  knew,  that  the  war- 
cry  of  "  no  Corn-laws,"  and  '*  untaxed 
loaves,"  was  made  use  of  in  support  of 
Gentlemen  who  proposed  to  lay  a  duty  of 
Ss,  a-quarter  upon  com,  and  in  support  of 
a  Government  which  had  been  five  years 
in  office,  not  only  doing  nothing  for  the 
Corn-laws,  but  opposing  eyery  possible  re- 
sistance to  any  alteration  of  them,  the  head 
of  the  Government  little  more  than  a  year 
before,  having  pronounced  it  madness  to 
attempt  an  alteration,  and  that  even  the 
agitation  of  the  question  of  a  fixed  duty, 
would  shake  society  to  its  foundation. 
That  being  the  case,  he  asked  whether 
it  was  just  to  impute  to  him  Expres- 
sions of  the  same  description,  that 
were  used  by  his  supporters,  whilst  ex- 
pressions of  a  contrary  kind  were  as 
freely  used  by  the  supporters  of  the 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  ?  Then  the 
hon.  Member  for  Liskeard  ( Mr.  Charles 
Buller)  last  night,  in  a  speech  which  no 
doubt  was  intended  to  be  facetious,  and  with 
a  series  of  the  complacent  sneers  which 
formed  a  frequent  characteristic  of  his  ora- 
tory, seemed  to  insinuate  that  he  (Mr.  S. 
Wortley)  had  made  use  of  violent  expres- 
sions upon  the  hustings  as  to  the  course  he 
intended  to  pursue  with  reference  to  the 
Poor-laws,  but  that  he  was  now  ready  to 
abate  his  opposition  to  them,  and  to  allow 
the  question  to  stand  over  for  fear  of  em. 
barnuising  his  Friends  the  Government  If 
that  hon.  Gentleman  were  present,  he 
would  give  to  him  and  to  the  House  in  gbaem 
ral  the  most  solemn  assurance  that  he  had 
never  to  his  knowledge,  upon  any  occasion 
whatever,  made  use  of  any  one  of  the  ex- 
pressions to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman 
referred.  During  his  canvass  he  was  fre- 
quently asked  whether  he  would  go  against 
the  whole  law  and  vote  for  its  repeal }  He 
had  invariably  answered  that  he  would 
do  no  such  thing— that  he  beKeved  it  re- 
quired amendment,  but  that  he  would  not 
consent  to  make  it  a  party  question.  He 
felt  that  he  ought,  perhaps,  to  beg  pardon 
of  the  House  for  the  seeming  esotiBm  of 
the  remarks  he  had  just  made.    He  diould 
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im,  that  after  what  had  passed  within 
those  walls,  afler  the  sneers  and  insinua- 
tions which  had  been  thrown  out  merely 
because  he  had  been  returned  by  a  large 
body  of  constituents  who  rejected  two  of 
the  party  opposite — after  that  it  appeared 
to  him  that  he  mighti  perhaps,  not  be  con- 
sidered as  trespassing  too  much  upon  the 
patience  of  the  House  if  he  availed  himself 
of  the  opnortunity  to  set  himself  straight. 
He  would  now  take  the  liberty  of  explain- 
ing as  briefly  as  he  could,  the  view  which 
he  took  of  the  subject  immediately  before 
the  House.  In  the  first  place  he  conceived 
that  in  point  of  strict  order  and  regularity 
the  House  was  perfectly  justified  in  going 
into  a  discussion  of  the  administration  of 
the  law  upon  that  occasion;  because  it 
must  be  recollected  that  the  greater  number 
of  points  to  which  objections  were  taken 
were  not  integral  of  the  Poor-law  act,  but 
parts  of  the  regulations  of  the  commission- 
ers, whose  existence  was  about  to  be  pro- 
longed by  the  bill  upon  the  table.  With 
respect  to  the  existence  of  the  commission, 
he  was  not  one  of  those,  and  never  had 
been,  who  said  that  the  constitution  of  the 
board  was  altogether  inadmissible,  and  that 
it  was  wholly  and  totally  unjustifiable  that 
such  a  board  should  be  established.  He 
could  conceive  that  there  were  parts  of  the 
country  (parts  with  which  he  was  not  at  all 
acquainted)  where  grievous  and  extensii^ 
abuses  under  the  old  system  rendered  it 
indispensable  that  some  such  superintend- 
ing body  should  exercise  a  general  control. 
But  granting  all  that,  he  thought  no  man 
would  hesitate  to  concede^  at  least,  this 
much,  that  the  powers  given  to  the  com- 
missioners were  very  unusual  and  exten- 
sive, and  that  in  some  degree  they  were 
unconstitutional.  He  did  not  pretend  to 
say  that  in  cases  of  emergency  unconstitu- 
tional powers  should  not  be  given  to  cer- 
tain functionaries  for  certain  purposes.  But, 
admitting  that,  he  must  take  leave  to  say, 
that  the  Legislature,  finding  itself  com- 
pelled to  establish  such  powers,  was  bound 
not  only  to  watch  over  the  execution  of 
them,  but  to  guard  against  the  undue 
continuation  of  them.  Such  powers  were 
not  justifiable  for  one  moment  beyond  the 
period  that  they  were  absolutely  necessary. 
Th^re  was  another  point  upon  which  he 
felt  very  strongly.  In  his  opinion,  one  of 
the  most  valuable  parts  of  the  social  insti- 
tuttcyn.s  of  this  country — one  of  those  which 
we  might  well  prize  amongst  the  very  best, 
Was  the  habtt   of  local   self-Government 


{COMMONS} 

which 


Commtsiion. 


M8 


we  had  enjoyed  flrom  the  earliest 
This  was  not  his  opinion  alone^ 
it  was  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  best 
and  wisest  men  of  all  times.  On  this  sub- 
ject he  could  quote  no  higher  auth»- 
rity  than  that  of  a  great  foreign  writer.  M. 
de  Tooqueville  who  show^  that  this 
system  of  local  Government  was  one  of  the 
most  valuable  principles  attaching  to  the 
British  constitution.  At  the  same  time,  there 
might  be  occasions  when  it  would  be 
necessary  to  interfere  with  this  praetice  of 
self-government ;  but  all  he  asserted  was, 
that  in  deliberating  on  such  powers  as  tho^ 
given  to  the  commissioners,  they  were  jus- 
tified in  considering  that  those  powers  were 
in  themselves  unconstitutional,  and  unu- 
sually extensive,  and  in  declaring  that  they 
should  not  be  maintained  longer  than  the 
necessity  existed.  Now,  with  respect  to 
the  administration  of  the  law  by  the  com- 
missioners, he  would  first  of  all  ask  the 
House  to  attend  to  what  appeared  to  him 
to  be  one  great  objection  to  it.  The  enor- 
mous sLee  of  the  tinions  which  were  estab- 
lished was  a  point  greatly  objected  to.  He 
thought,  that  the  extent  of  the  unions  in 
many  parts  of  the  country  was  wholly  un- 
necessary, and  totally  unjustifiable.  Let 
the  House  consider  what  had  been  the 
lanffuage  used  by  those  who,  at  the  time 
of  the  passing  of  the  act,  expUuned  the  in- 
tentions of  its  authors.  In  May.  1834, 
Lord  Althorp,  In  talking  of  Marylebone, 
which  it  was  stiggested  might  be  thrown 
into  a  union,  said, 

**  The  parish  of  Marylebone  has  quite  suf- 
ficient to  do  wUh  paying  attention  to  its  own 
affairs ;  and  it  is  utterly  absurd  for  hon.  Oen- 
tiemen  opposite  to  think  of  there  being  any 
union  formed  with  a  parish  of  that  descriptioo 
and  extent." 

In  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Chancellor, 
I..ord  Brougham,  used  language  still 
stronger.     He  said, 

**  There  never  was  such  a  bugbear  conjured 
up  to  fright  men's  minds  as  to  suppose  that 
the  parishes  of  a  whole  eounty  are  to  be  united, 
and  that  all  the  paupers  of  large  districts, 
whether  agricultural  or  manufacturing,  are 
to  be  brought  together  and  to  be  placed  in 
one  immense  prison.  If  the  commissioners 
be  not  absolutely  deranged  they  will  never 
attempt  anything  of  this  kind.  The  sole  ob- 
ject of  this  clause  is  to  put  a  convenient  num- 
ber of  parishes  together— probably  some  six 
or  seven — for  the  purpose  of  having  a  com- 
men  workhouse,  and  of  managing  it  econo- 
mically.** 

And  yet  they  found,  that  unions  now 
existed,  consisting  of  from  fiAy  to  sixty 


Poot'Law-^ 


{Skpt.  28} 


Commiision. 


6M 


townships,  and  superintended  by  seventy 
or  eighty  guardians.     In  the  appendix  to 
the  reports  of  the  Poor-law  commission  it 
was  stated  by  Sir  John  Walsham,  that  the 
number  of  elected  guardians  in  Northum« 
berland^  Durham,  and   Cumberland,  was 
not  less  than  from  iifly  to  eighty:  the 
number  of  townships  was  from  thirty-nine 
to  seventy-seven,  and  the  amount  of  popu- 
lation from  14,000  to  31,000.    The  com- 
missioners  had  lately  been  forming  unions 
in  the  north  of  England,  and  the  strongest 
instance  he  could  quote  was  that  of  the 
union  of  Manchester.    From  the  last  re- 
port it  appeared,  that    the  township  of 
Manchester  contained  142,000  souls.    One 
would  naturally  have  thought,   that  this 
was  a  tolerably  sufficient  population  for  one 
union,  and  as  large  as  any  board  of  guar- 
dians could  manage   with   any  degree  of 
satisfaction.     However,  the  commissioners 
had  added  to  it  no  less  than  eleven  town- 
ships, with  a  population  of  22,000  souls. 
He  did  not  thmi,  that  in  thus  acting  the 
commissioners  were  executing  the  provi- 
sions of  the  act  according  as  they  were 
originally  represented  to  the  country ;  and 
the  commissioners  seemed  to  have  altoge- 
ther mistaken  the  spirit  with  which  au- 
thority was  conferred  on  them  by  Parlia- 
ment. With  regard  to  the  second  instruction 
which  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House,  that  was  also  a 
point  depending  on  the  regulations  of  the 
comnusaoners,  and  with  respect  to  it  the 
commissioners  had,  in  his  opinion,  taken  a 
wrong  course.  They  seemed  to  lay  down  the 
principle  that  the  workhouse  should  be  the 
rule,  and  out-door  relief  the  exception.  He 
maintained,  that  they  ought  to  lay  down 
preciaely  the  reverse  principle.  He  thought, 
that    out-door    relief    should    be    given 
wherever  it  possibly  could  be  given  with- 
out mischief;  and  the  worichouse  should 
never    be    made    a    condition    of    relief 
wherever  it  could  be  safely  dispensed  with. 
He  never  pretended  to  be  one  of  those 
who    denounced    the    workhouse    system 
altogether-     It  had  not  been  created  for  the 
flrst  time  by  the  New  Poor-law,  but  had 
been  established  by  the  9th  of  George  1st 
Still  he  thought,  that  if  the  guardians  ap- 
pointed  to    dispense    relief   could  satisfy 
themselves  by  any  reasonable  proof,  that 
the  applicant  fur  relief  was  a  bondjide  ap- 
plicant, having  by  law  a  right  to  assistance 
from  the  state,  in  that  case  relief  should  be 
afforded  out  of  the  workhouse.     But  the 
workhouse  might  be  used  in  cases  where 
it  was  necessary  to  ofler  a  check  to  the  ap- 


plications of  those  who  were  aioertained  to 
be  impostors,  or  in  those  parts  of  the  coun« 
try  where  abuses  of  the  Poor-law  existed 
most  extensively.  He  could  cohceive  that 
in  many  parts  of  the  country  siich  was  the 
extent  of  intimidation,  and  such  the  im- 
pediments to  the  administration  of  the 
Poor-law,  that  it  was  unavoidably  neces- 
sary to  introduce  some  check  to  a  corrupt 
system.  On  referring  to  what  took  place 
in  the  course  of  the  discussions  on  the 
original  introduction  of  the  bill,  he 
found  that  assurances  were  given,  that  in 
parts  of  the  country  where  no  change  was 
required,  the  commissioners  would  have  the 
discretion  of  withholding  the  application 
of  its  enactments.  In  June,  1834,  Lord 
Althorp  observed  :— • 

"  It  certainly  will  not  be  a  part  of  the  duty 
of  the  comraissioners  to  include  «iU  the  parishes 
of  this  country  in  unions.  Ihey  will  have  the 
power  of  forming  parishes  into  unions  wherever 
they  may  think  it  desirable  to  do  so ;  but  there 
is  no  clause  in  the  bill  which  makes  such  a 
duty  imperative  on  them.*' 

He  believed,  fVom  what  he  had  heard, 
that  some  of  the  commissioners  entertained 
different  views,  and  considered  the  act 
compulsory  on  them.  With  respect  to 
those  parts  of  the  country  where  the  Poor- 
law  was  already  well  administered,  addi- 
tional assurances  were  given  by  Lord  Al. 
thorp  that  the  then  existing  system  should 
not  be  interfered  with.  That  noUe  Lord 
said:^ 

"  With  respect  to  the  hope  expressed  by 
the  hon.  Member  for  Marylebone,  that  the 
commissioners  would  not  interfere  with  pa- 
rishes which  are  well  regulated,  I  will  only 
say  that  I  hope  so  too.  All  the  interference 
that  need  be  had  with  them  will  be  to  follow 
their  example." 

He  (Mr.  Wortley)  came  from  a  part  of 
the  country  in  which,  though  he  did  not 
pretend  to  say  that  no  abuses  existed  under 
the  old  system,  yet  he  would  state  that 
there  was  not  that  extensive  prevalence  of 
abuse  which  called  for  a  violent  change ; 
and,  therefore,  it  was  unjust  to  introduce 
there  all  the  provisions  of  the  New  Poor-law. 
There  was  a  great  difference  with  respect 
to  the  administration  of  the  old  system  in 
different  parts  of  the  country.  In  the 
southern  parts,  where  fi;reat  abuses  existed, 
there  was  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  popu- 
lation to  have  a  change  introduced  and 
supported  by  the  Executive.  But  in  the 
part  of  the  country  with  which  he  was 
connected  there  was  no  one  single  class  of 
the  population,   from  the  highest   to  the 
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lowest— from  the  ratepayer  to  the  pauper 
(he  did  not  speak  of  individuals) — that 
desired  the  introduction  of  the  new  system 
in  accordance  with  the  theory  of  the  com- 
missioners.  Those  parts  of  the  country 
had  therefore  a  right  to  claim  an  exemption 
from  the  operation  of  the  law.  The  only 
ai^ument  he  had  ever  heard  urged  against 
their  exemption  was,  that  it  was  desirable  to 
provide  uniformity  of  system.  Uniformity 
might  he  very  well,  but  they  should  con- 
sider the  price  they  paid  for  it.  He  feared, 
that  in  endeavouring  to  attain  uniformity, 
they  would  be  violating  the  strongest  feel- 
ings of  the  people,  and  committing  an  in- 
justice on  the  several  classes  of  the  popula- 
tion. On  what  principle  was  uniformity 
insisted  on  ?  Under  the  present  bill  they 
had  anything  bnt  uniformity,  for  with  re- 
spect to  unions  formed  under  local  acts, 
and  with  reference  also  to  the  Gilbert 
unions,  the  commissioners  were  not  allowed 
to  interfere.  So  much  for  the  principle  of 
uniformity  in  those  cases.  The  Govern- 
ment who  passed  the  measure  had  equally 
discarded  the  principle  of  uniformity  in 
framing  the  Rural  Police  Act ;  so  that  it 
was  too  much  to  put  forward  this  principle 
as  a  reason  for  such  great  changes.  Then, 
with  respject  to  the  advantages  which  were 
to  be  gained  by  the  popuTation  of  those 
parts  of  the  country  where  the  commission- 
ers were  seeking  to  intrude  their  system, 
he  would  undertake  to  say  that  the  advan- 
tages which  would  be  derived  there  from 
the  adoption  of  that  system  would  be  so 
small,  that  not  only  would  they  prove  no 
compensation,  but,  in  his  opinion,  they  af- 
forded no  justification  for  the  violence 
which  the  introduction  of  that  system 
would  do  to  the  feelings  of  the  people. 
There  was  one  other  point  on  which  he 
had  a  few  remarks  to  make,  although  he 
was  ready  to  admit  that  it  could  not  be 
discussed  on  this  occasion  so  correctly  un- 
der the  forms  of  the  House  as  those  points 
to  which  he  had  been  referring.  Hitherto 
he  had  been  speaking  of  those  parts  of  the 
Poor-law  which  depended  on  the  continu- 
ance of  the  commission ;  the  discussion  of 
these  was  in  strict  order.  But  there  was 
one  more  point  on  which  he  begged  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  while  he  said  a 
few  words,  and  which  related  to  an  inde- 
pendent part  of  the  act ;  he  meant  that 
ert  of  the  act  called  the  bastardy  clauses, 
e  knew  veiy  well  that  under  the  old  law 
very  comaderable  abuses  had  crept  in  rela- 
tive to  this  subject.  The  change  had  been 
made,  as  was  said  at  the  time,  in  order  to 


follow  the  course  of  nature,  its  opentioi 
being  to  throw  on  the  woman  the  whole 
weight  of  the  crime.  He  owned  he  was 
not  quite  able  to  see  the  matter  in  this 
point  of  view.  What  did  the  commission- 
ers themselves  say  }  "  Bastardy  cases  will 
no  doubt  occur  of  much  hardship  and  cru- 
elty ;  but  the  object  of  the  law  is  not  to 
punish  but  to  prevent.''  Now,  this  sounded 
very  plausibly,  but  what  did  it  amount  te 
in  reality  }  When  the  commissioners  ssud, 
that  the  object  of  the  law  was  not  to  pun- 
ish but  to  prevent,  that  amounted  to  say- 
ing what  appeared  to  him  to  be  perfectly 
unmeaning.  How  did  men  proceed  wh^ 
they  wished  to  prevent  crime,  but  by  pun- 
ishing crime  as  it  arose.  If  they  had  said, 
that  the  object  of  the  law  was  not  to  re- 
venge but  to  prevent,  there  would  have 
been  some  meaning  in  what  they  said. 
But  he  held,  that  the  object  of  this  and  all 
laws  having  anything  of  a  penal  character, 
was  to  prevent  by  punishing,  and  he  said, 
therefore,  that  this  reasoning  furnished  no 
support  for  the  conduct  of  those  who  had 
recommended  the  introduction  of  this  pro- 
vision into  the  act.  His  firm  convictum 
was,  that  the  working  of  these  clauses,  per- 
haps not  in  the  agricultural  districts,  with 
which  he  did  not  profess  to  be  minutely 
acquainted,  but  certainly  in  the  manufac- 
turing parts  of  the  country,  had  been  very 
pernicious.  There  it  was  the  case,  he  be- 
lieved, that  by  a  portion  of  the  male  popu* 
lation  they  had  been  considered  as  a  tree 
charter  conceded  to  them^  by  Parliament. 
He  thought,  that  great  evil  had  been  pro- 
duced by  this  part  of  the  act,  and  that  it 
was  right,  therefore,  that  it  was  but  fair, 
that  Parliament  should  consider  the  wide 
difference  that  existed  between  the  states  of 
society  in  the  agricultural  and  manufactur- 
ing districts,  when^  they  come  to  legislate 
on  the  subject.  In  the  agricultund  dis. 
tricts  the  young  woman  was  in  some  de- 
gree fortified  against  this  species  of  delin- 
quency. He  knew  how  difficult  it  was 
to  speak  on  this  subject  without  exciting 
the  risible  faculties  of  some  hon.  Members, 
still  the  subject  must  be  discussed  as  a  mat- 
ter of  business.  The  truth  was,  that  in 
the  manufacturing  districts  the  female  was 
far  more  thrown  in  the  way  of  temptation, 
than  in  the  agricultural ;  she  was  shut  up 
in  factories  with  the  other  sex,  as  they 
were  told  by  the  Factory  Commissioners, 
for  very  long  periods  together;  she  was 
thus  exposed,  when  very  young,  to  great 
temptations,  and  she  was  thrown  into  that 
situation  without  any  safeguards  of  virtue ; 
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and  being  so  thrown  in  the  way  of  tempta- 
tion^ he  believed  it  to  be  unquestionable  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  and  it  was  not  unnatural, 
and  quite  to  be  expected,  that  the  conse- 
quence was,  these  clauses  worked  pernici- 
ously in  the  highest  degree  among  such  a 
population.  This  was  nearly  all  that  he 
had  to  address  to  the  House  at  present,  but 
before  he  sat  down  he  wished  to  repeat  what 
had  been  said  by  him  before,  and  adopted  by 
one  of  his  late  opponents — that  he  thought 
in  this  discussion  the  House  ought  to  take 
for  its  guidance  a  spirit  of  tenderness  and 
kind  feeling  for  the  poor ;  and  was  it  not 
reasonable,  that  they  should  do  so  ?  Who 
were  the  parties  whom  this  law  most  af- 
fected ?  Who,  but  the  poor,  who  formed 
the  main  portion,  the  bulk  of  the  popula- 
tion of  this  country,  and  on  whom,  as  a 
dasS}  they  were  most  dependent?  He, 
therefore,  was  not  using  too  strong  Ian. 
guage,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  no  exag- 
grated  language  to  use,  when  he  said,  that 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  approach 
the  consideration  of  this  subject  with  ten- 
derness to  those  classes  of  the  population 
whom  they  intended  principally  to  be  af- 
fected by  the  law.  Saving  this,  he  could 
not  refrain  from  adding,  that  when  it  was 
imputed  to  him,  that  he  had  employed  sen- 
timents of  this  kind  for  occasional  purposes, 
that  was  imputed  to  him  which  he  had  not 
ever  been  guilty  of.  He  repeated,  there- 
forej  that  he  thoueht  the  discussion  of  this 
measure  ought  to  be  conducted  by  the  Le- 
gislature keeping  this  principle  clearly  and 
steadily  in  view,  and  that  if  the  Legisla- 
ture should  adopt  the  same  view  of  the 
obligation  to  do  so  as  himself,  it  would  be 
better,  that  they  should  err  on  the  side  of 
tenderness  than  on  that  of  too  much  rigour. 

Mr.  R.  Yorke  rose  amidst  cries  of 
"  Divide"  and  "Question,"  and  aery  in 
an  undertone  of  **  Yorke,  you  are  not 
wanted."  He  begged  the  attention  of  the 
House  for  a  few  minutes  while  he  addressed 
to  them  a  few  words,  not  in  answer  to  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  West  Riding  of 
Yorkshire,  for  to  answer  the  hon.  Member 
he  should  not  attempt,  because,  having  a 
Parliamentary  connexion  with  that  part 
of  the  country,  and  knowing,  therefore, 
the  great  power  of  lungs,  and  great  facility 
of  expression  without  an  adequate  power 
of  comprebeudiog  a  continuous  idea, 
which  was  sometimes  found  in  persons 
who  came  thence,  he  should  not  venture 
to  trespass  so  far  on  the  time  of  the  House. 
He  would  only  tay,  in  reference  to  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  West 
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Riding,  that  to  a  portion  of  it  he  acceded — 
he  thought  that  part  was  conceived  in  an 
admirable  spirit;  from  another  portion  he 
disagreed,  and  as  to  the  rest  of  it,  he 
would  say  nothing,  because  he  had  not 
the  faculty  of  understanding  it.  There 
was  one  statement,  however,  which  had 
been  made  that  was  either  truth  or  false- 
hood ;  if  it  was  true  it  ought  to  be  at- 
tended  to  immediately;  if  false,  it  ought 
to  be  exposed.  The  statement  was,  that 
great  distress  prevailed  in  the  country — 
not  that  kind  of  distress  which  he  feared 
was  incident  to  any  state  or  country,  but 
distress  of  a  kind  which  formed  an  epoch 
in  human  misery.  If  this  was  so  he  said 
the  time  was  come  when  the  Legislature 
ought  to  depart  from  laws  which  might  be 
beneficial  perhaps  if  left  to  exercise  their 
legitimate  effect  in  ordinary  times,  but 
were  not  suited  for  a  time  like  this,  and 
he  should  therefore  support  the  proposi- 
tion for  giving  to  guardians  on  the  spot  the 
opportunity  of  assisting  immediately  cases 
of  pressing  misery  as  they  came  before 
them.  The  guardians  on  the  spot  were 
the  persons  best  qualified  to  judge  of  the 
fitness  of  administering  or  withholding  re- 
lief. 

Colonel  Sibthorp  said,  that  an.  hon. 
Member  had  been  talking  something  about 
the  luxurious  enjoyment  in  the  Poor-law 
union  workhouses,  and  that  hon.  Gentle* 
man  had  asked  him  in  what  part  of  Lin- 
colnshire it  was  that  the  independent 
labourer — for  independent  labourers  he 
asserted  that  there  were  in  that  county— 
ever  took  those  luxuries,  namely,  meat, 
except  on  Christmas-day  and  one  other 
day  in  the  year.  Now,  he  (Colonel  Sib- 
thorp) could  tell  him  that  in  the  very 
parish  in  which  he  resided,  and  in  other 
parts  of  Lincolnshire,  the  independent 
labourer  had  from  12s.  to  15s.  a- week. 
There  was  scarcely  a  day  in  the  week  on 
which  he  and  his  family  did  not  partake 
of  this  luxury,  as  it  was  called,  of  meat. 
Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  do 
him  the  honour  to  pay  him  (Colonel  Sit»- 
thorp)  a'  visit,  and  see  how  these  thin^cs 
were  in  Lincolnshire.  Though  he  had 
said  last  night,  and  he  had  no  objection 
to  repeat  it,  that  he  placed  great  confi- 
dence in  her  Majesty's  present  Ministers, 
yet  he  must  say  he  had  heard  with  some 
regret  the  right  hon.  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department  (Sir  J.  Graham)  state 
his  determination  to  adhere  to  the  princi- 
ple of  the  Poor-law  Amendment  Act.    To 
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that  act  he  had  given  his  conatant  oppo- 
sition.  It  was  well  knowo  in  this  House 
that  the  very  name  of  commissioners  was 
oHious  to  him,  and  to  this  commission  he 
had  given  the  greatest  opposition  of  any 
that  ever  came  before  the  House.  He 
confessed  he  thought  that  when  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  told  them  that  he  should  ad- 
here to  the  principle  of  the  measure  he  was 
pursuing  a  consistent  course,  if  he  showed 
some  consideration  for  that  class  of  people 
whom  this  law  principally  affected,  and 
voted  against  extending  the  operation  of 
the  law.  To  the  whole  system  of  the 
Poor-law  he  objected,  considering  it  most 
unconstitutional,  most  degrading,  and 
most  unsatisfactory  to  the  people  at  large, 
and  to  those  in  a  somewhat  higher  class, 
who  had  shown  no  inaptitude  that  he 
knew  of  for  the  local  management  of  the 
aflfairs  of  their  own  poor.  With  such  feel- 
ings as  his  in  regard  to  the  commissioners, 
h«r  could  not  support  any  measure  which 
went  to  maintain  the  power  of  that  body. 
He,  therefore,  felt  it  his  duty,  though  he 
had  supported  the  Government  in  their 
resistance  to  what  amounied  to  an  inter- 
ference with  the  internal  management  of 
the  poor,  to  support  the  hon.  Member,  as 
he  should  to  support  any  one  who  inter- 
fered to  prevent  any  additional  attempt  to 
extend  the  powers  of  the  commissioners. 

The  House  divided  r^Ayes  49 ;  Noes 
131 :  Majority  82. 

List  of  the  Ayi^s. 


Aglionby,  H.  A. 
Aldam,  W. 
Baldwin,  C.  B. 
Beckett,  W. 
Borthwick,  P. 
Broad  wood,  H. 
Brooke,  Sir  A.  B. 
Brotherlon,  J. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Buckley,  £. 
Cobden,  R. 
CoUins,  W. 
Colville,  C.  R. 
Dick,  Q. 
Egerton,  W.  T. 
Escott,  B. 
Fieiden,  J. 
Fitsroy,  Captain 
Fleetwood,  Sir  P.  H. 
Grtmsditch,  T. 
Hanroer,  Sir  J. 
Hardy,  J. 
Harford,  S. 
Hayes,  Sir  £. 
Heathcote,  J. 
Uanley,  J.  Vf. 


HoUond,  R. 
Johnstone,  A. 
Lawson,  A. 
Leader,  J.  T. 
Masterman,  J. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
Morris,  D. 
Murphy,  F.  S. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
O'Conncil,  M.J. 
Paget,  Colonel 
Paget,  Lord  W. 
Pechell,  Captain 
Rennie,  6. 
Scarlett,  hon.  R.  C. 
Sibthorp,  Colonel 
Wakley,  T. 
Watson,  W.  H. 
Wigney,  L  N. 
Wortley,  hon.  J.  S. 
Wyndham,  Colonel 
Yorke,  H.  R. 
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A*Court,  Captain 
Acton,  Colonel 
Adderley,  C.  B. 
Allix,J.P. 
Antrobus,  E. 
Arbulhnottybon.  H. 
Bagge,  W. 
Baird,  W. 
Raring,  hon.  W.  B. 
Baring,  rt.  hon.  F.  T, 
BaskerWlle,  T.  B.  M. 
Bodkin,  W.  H. 
Boldero,  H.  G. 
Boscawen,  Lord 
Botfield,  B. 
Bowes,  J. 
bow  ring,  Dr. 
Broad  ley,  H. 
Bruce,  Lord  £. 
Buller,  C. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Burrell,  SirC.M. 
Campbell,  A* 
Clayton,  R.  R. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clive,  hon.  R.  H. 
Cochrane,  A. 
Cole,  hon.  A.  H. 
Coote,  Sir  C.  H. 
Courtenay,  Viscount 
Crosse,  T.  B. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,  bon.  W.  H. 
Dickinson,  F.  H. 
Douglas,  J.  D.  S. 
Dugdale,  W.  S. 
Duncan,  G. 
Duncombe,  hon.  O. 
Emlyni  Viscount 
Estcourt,  T.  G.  B. 
Ferguson,  Colonel 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Folleil,  Sir  W.  W. 
Forbes,  W. 
Forster,  M. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaakell,  J.  Milnes 
Gladstone.rt  hn.W.  E. 
Gordon,  hon.  Capt« 
Gore,  M. 
Gonng,  C. 

Goulburn,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Graham,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Greene,  T. 
Griroston,  Viscount 
Grogan,  E. 
Guest,  Sir  J. 
Hamilton,  \V.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Harcourt,  G.  G. 
Hardinge,rt.bn.SirH. 
Herbert,  hon.  S. 
Hodgson,  R. 
HoldswoTtb,  J. 


Hope,G.W. 
Howard,  lion.  H. 
Howard,  Sir  R. 
Ingestrie,  Viscount 
Jermyn,  Earl 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Jolliffe,  Sir  W.  O.  H. 
Jones,  Captain 
Keroble,  H. 
Ker,  D.  S. 
Knatchbull,  right  bon* 

Sir  £. 
Knight,  H.  G. 
Larpent,  Sir  G.  de  H. 
Layard,  Captain 
Legb,  G.  C. 
Leicester,  Earl  of 
Lindsay,  H  H. 
Lockhart,  W. 
Lowther,  J.  H. 
Lyall,  G. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
MacGeachy,  F.  A. 
March,  Eari  of 
Marsham,  Viscount 
Martin,  C.  W, 
Morgan,  O. 
Munday,  E.  M. 
Neville,  R. 
Newry,  Viscount 
Nicboll,  rt.  hon.  J« 
Ggle,  S.  C.  H. 
Pakington,  J.  S. 
Philips,  M. 
Planta,  right  hon.  J. 
Polhill,  F. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Pringte,  A. 
Rawdon,  Colonel 
Reade,  W.  M. 
Reid,SirJ.  R. 
Repton,  G.  W.  J. 
Rose,  rt.  hon.  Sir  G. 
Rashbrooke,  Colonel 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Shaw,  right  hon.  F« 
Sheppard,  T. 
Smith,  rt.  hon.  R.  V. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Sotheroo,  T.  H.  S. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stanton,  W.U. 
Stuart,  H. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  T.  B. 
Tcnnent,J.  B. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
TroUope,  Sir  J. 
Trotter,  J. 
Turnor,  C. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Verner,  Colonel 
Vesey,  hon.  T. 
Vivian,  bon.  Captain 
Ward,  H.  G. 
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Wood,  C. 
Wood,  Colontl  T. 


TELLEIU. 

Fremantle,  Sir  T. 
Bariog,  H. 


Mr.  Crawford  moved  the  second  In- 
stniction,  of  which  he  had  given  notice  as 
follows  :— 

'*  That  it  be  an  instruction  to  tlie  committee, 
that  they  have  power  to  make  provision  in  the 
bill,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawTul  for  the  com- 
missioners to  disallow,  by  any  general  or 
other  order,  any  payments  which  shall  he 
made  by  the  authority  of  a  board  of  guardians 
for  the  relief  of  any  poor  persons  or  their  fami- 
lies out  of  the  workhouse,  not  withstand  iag  any 
powers  given  to  them  by  the  Act  4  and  5 
Will.  4,  c.  76,  to  the  contrary." 

Mr.  H'akley  said,  that  he  should  sup-^ 
port  the  amendment,  and  he  thoug:hr,  that 
the  House  was  bound  to  support  it.     The 
House  had  been   informed   from  several 
quarters,  that  distress  prevailed  in  parti- 
cular parts  of  the  country,  and  he  thought 
that  the  House  ought  to  show  some  dis- 
position  to  take  measures   for   relieving 
that  distress,  by  giving  to  guardians  au- 
thority to  exercise  a  discretionary  power, 
accorulng  as  circumstances  might  require. 
He  should  not  have  troubled  the  House 
with  any  further  observations,  were  it  not 
that  the  bon.   Gentleman  opposite,    the 
Member  for  Sheffield,  had  addressed  the 
House  just  now  in  a  tone  which  did  not 
indicate  a  kindly  feeling  on  his  part ;  and 
the  hon.  Member  had,  hd  thought,  given 
him  jUSt  cause  of  complaint,  for  he  had 
imputed  to  him  expressions  which  he  had 
not   used;    and    the    hon.   Member    for 
Sheffield  had  thought  proper  to  read  him 
a  lecture,  in  the  course  of  which  he  im- 
puted  to   him  cowardice  for  not  having 
divided  last  night  in  conformity  with  the 
sentiments  which  he  had  expressed  in  the 
course  of  the  debate.     He  supposed,  that 
the  language  of  the  hon.  Member   was 
Parliamentary'^that   such   language  was 
admitted  In  debate.     He  should    be  the 
last  in  the  world  to  wish  to  curtail  the 
freedom  of  debate;  but  he  must  take  the 
liberty   to    say,   that    the   hon.    Member 
ought  not  to  have  taken  upon  himself  to 
read  such  a  lecture  to  any  one.     The  hon. 
Member  ought  to  have  been  the  last  man 
in  that  House  to  have  done  anything  of 
the  sort.     It  would  be  recollected,  that  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  Session 
the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale  had  moved 
an  Amendment  to  the  Address,  and  on 
that  occasion  who  amongst  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers oppoiite  was  the  first  to  resort  to  a 


cowardly  flight  ?  Who  was  the  first  to 
betray  that  sort  of  moral  cowardice,  of 
which  he  now  took  upon  himself  to  be  so 
severe  a  censor  ?  But  that  was  not  all. 
If  the  case  simply  affected  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Sheffield,  it  would  be  of  very  little 
importance.  But  there  was  not  only 
cowardice  in  that  House,  there  was  cow* 
ardice  amongst  the  board  of  guardians,  to 
which  that  hon.  Member  belonged.  The 
House  had  heard  the  hon.  Member  detail 
a  conversation  which  had  taken  place  be^ 
tween  himself  and  one  of  the  members  of 
the  board  of  guardians  to  which  he  be- 
longed. If  any  such  conversation  did 
take  place,  perhaps  the  hon.  Meml»er 
would  be  at  the  trouble  of  stating  who  the 
individual  was  with  whom  he  had  held  if. 
If  he  recollected  right,  that  hon.  Member 
had  stated  that  the  guardian  to  whom  re- 
ference had  been  made^  expressed  an 
anxious  desire  that  he  and  his  fellow^ 
guardians  should  be  relieved  from  all  re- 
sponsibility. They  cried  out,  **  For  Ood^s 
sake  dou*t  alter  our  position,  we  don't 
want  to  take  upon  ourselves  any  responsi- 
bility ;  we  want  to  have  the  Poor-law 
commissioners  to  fall  back  upon/'  What 
a  valiant  group!  He  had  now  nothing 
more  to  say,  but  this,  that  if  the  House 
discharged  their  duty,  they  would  throw 
upon  the  guardians  that  responsibility  from 
which  no  men  in  their  situations  ought  to 
shrink* 

Mr.  Ward  hoped,  that  the  House 
would,  under  the  circumstances,  allow  him 
to  say  a  few  words.  If  he  had  used  the 
word  **  cowardly*'  in  any  unparliamentary 
manner— if  be  had  used  any  language 
that  was  too  strong,  he  now  begged  to 
express  his  regret.  He  had  not  forgotten 
the  course  which  he  had  himself  pursued 
on  the  occasion  of  the  amendment  to 
the  Address  moved  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  Rochdale.  He  neither  forgot  that 
occasion,  nor  desired  to  apologise  for  his 
conduct,  or  to  retract  anything  that  he 
had  said,  and  he  was  now  prepared  to 
say,  that  under  similar  circumstances  he 
should  again  pursue  aline  of  conduct  pre- 
cisely similar.  With  respect  to  the  bon. 
Member  for  Finsbury,  what  he  endea- 
voured to  do  on  the  former  occasion,  was 
to  contrast  the  boldness  of  his  language 
with  the  diffidence  of  his  acts.  He  had 
told  the  House  that  he,  above  all  men, 
was  the  best  enabled  to  give  them  advice 
— that  he  had  paid  tbe  closest  attention 
to  tbe  wotking  of  the  Poor-laws;  jet  this 


999      Poor-LaiD  Commission,      {COMMONS}      Poor-Law  Commission.      1000 


hon.  Member,  so  well  qualified  to  form  a 
judgment,  declined  to  vote.  The  hon. 
Member  did  what  he  had  done  in  a  very 
difierent  case,  when  the  question  [was  not 
80  simple  and  obvious  as  that  on  which 
the  hon.  Member  refused  to  vote,  but 
when  it  was  one  which  involved  the  whole 
course  of  conduct  pursued  by  a  Ministry 
going  out,  and  that  which  was  expected 
to  be  pursued  by  one  coming  into  office — 
the  cases  were  totally  difierent.  As  to 
the  conduct  of  the  board  of  guardians  to 
which  it  was  said,  that  he  belonged,  he 
felt  bound  to  say,  that  he  attended  its 
meetings  very  rarely,  except  during  the 
first  year  of  his  connexion  with  it,  and  for 
these  reasons—  that  he  had  not  time  to  be 
a  constant  attendant,  and  that  he  did  not 
think  it  right  for  ex  officio  guardians  to 
attend  occasionally,  and  interfere  with  the 
proceedings  of  those  who,  from  being  fre- 
quently present,  were  the  best  qualified  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  the  union.  He 
desired  to  repeat,  that  the  conversation, 
which  be  stated  to  the  House  on  a  former 
occasion,  had  been  held  with  himself,  and 
it  was  only  fair  that  he  should  then  say, 
that  the  person  wiih  whom  he  held  them 
had  not  expressed  any  fear  of  respon- 
sibility, but  a  reluctance  to  undertake  the 
duty  of  determining  principle,  in  deahn^ 
witli  every  individual  case.  He  wished 
for  the  sanction  and  authority  of  the  com- 
mtssioneis,  lest,  as  he  said,  some  Mr. 
Wakley  should  denounce  him.  These 
were  the  sentiments  of  that  person, though 
he  would  not  mention  his  name  without 
his  permission. 

Mr.  Darby  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that  ihe  vote  he  then  intended  to  give, 
was  not  to  bind  him  on  any  future  occa- 
sion. He  was  glad,  that  the  Government 
intended  to  communicate  with  the  com- 
misioners,  and  he  wished  to  give  them 
the  full  benefit  of  that  opportunity. 

The  House  again  divided.  Ayes  3'^; 
Noes  146:— Majority  114. 


Murphy,  F.  S. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
O*(^onoetl,  M.  J. 
Paget,  Lord  W. 
Pechell,  Captain 
Uenoie,  O. 
Sibihorp,  Colonel 


Wakley,  T. 
Watson,  W.  H. 
Wigney,  I.  N. 

TELLXaS. 

Crawford,  S. 
Yorke,  H.  R. 


List  of  the  Noes. 


List  of  the  Ayes. 


AgHonby,  H.  A. 
Aldam,  W. 
Baldwin,  C.  B. 
Borthwick,  P. 
Broad  wood,  H. 
Brotherlon,  J. 
Browne,  hon.  W. 
Cnbden,  R. 
Collins,  W. 
Colville,  C.  R. 
Pick,  Q. 


Fielden,  J. 
Ferrand,  W.  B. 
Fleetwood,  Sir  P.  H. 
Hardy,  J. 
Harford,  S. 
Heathcoat,  J. 
HoUond,  R. 
Howard,  hon.  H. 
Johniftoo,  A. 
Leader,  J.  T. 
Morrisi  p. 


A*Court,  Captain 

Acton,  Colonel 

Adderley,  C.  B. 

AUix^J.P. 

Antrobus,  £. 

Arbuthnott,  hon.  H. 

Bagge,  W. 

Baird,  W. 

Baring,  hon.  W.  B. 

Baring,  rt.  hon.  F.  T. 

Baskerville,  T.  B.  M. 

Beckett,  W. 

Bodkin,  W.  H. 

Boldero,  H.  G. 

Boscawen,  Lord 

Botfield,  B. 

Bowring,  Dr. 

Broadley,  U. 

Brooke,  Sir  A.  B. 
Bruce,  Lord  E. 
Buckley,  E. 

Buller,  C. 
Buller,  Sir  J.  Y. 
Burrell.SirC.M. 
Campbell,  A. 
Canning,  rt.  hn.  Sir  S. 
Clayton,  R.  R. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clive,  hon.  R  H. 
Cole,  hon.  A.  H. 
Coote,  SirC.  H. 
Courtenay,  Viscount 
Crosse,  T.  B. 
Darby,  G. 

Dawnay,  hon.  W.  H. 
Dickinson,  F.  H. 
Douglas,  Sir  C.  E. 
Douglas,  J.  D.  S. 
Dugdale,  W.  S. 
Duncan,  G. 
Duncombe,  hon.  O. 
Egerton,  W.  T. 
Erolyn,  Viscount 
Escott,  B. 
Es'court,T.  G.  B. 
Ferguson,  Colonel 
Fitzroy,  Captain 
Fleming,  J.  W. 
Follelt,  Sir  W.  W, 
Forbes,  W. 
Forsier,  M. 
Fuller,  A.  E. 
Gaskell,J.  Milnes 
Gladstooe,rt  hn  W.E. 
Gordon,  hon.  Capt. 
Gore,  M. 
Goring,  C. 
Goulburn,  rt.  hon.  H. 


Grahan,  rt.  hn.  Sir  J. 

Granger,  T.  C. 

Greene,  T. 

Grimsditch,  T. 

Grimston,  Viscount 

Grogan,  E. 

Hamilton,  W.  J. 

Hamilton,  Lord  C. 

Hanmer,Sir  J. 

Harcourt,  G.  G. 

Hardinge,  rt.  hn.SirH* 

Hayes,  Sir  E. 

Henley,  J.  W. 

Herbert,  hon.  S. 

Hodgson,  R. 

Holdsworih,J. 

Hope,  G.  W. 

Howard,  Sir  R. 

Ingestrie,  Viscount 

Jermyn,  Earl 

Johnsou,  W.  G. 

Jolliffe,  Sir  W.  G. 

Jones,  Captain 

Kemble,  H. 

Ker,  D.  S. 

Knatchbull,  right  hoiu 
SirB 

Knight,  H.  G. 

Larpent,  Sir  G.  de  H. 

Lawson,  A. 

Layard,  Captain 

Legh,  G.  C. 

Leicester,  Earl  of 

Lindsay,  H.  H. 

Lockhart,  W. 

Lowther,  J.  H. 

Lyall,  G. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
MacGeachy,  F.  A* 
Marob,  Earl  of 
Marshaoi,  Viscount 
Martin,  C.  W. 
Masterman,  J. 
Mitchell,  T.  A. 
Morgan,  O. 
Mundy,  E.  M. 
Neville,  R. 
Newry,  Viscount 
Nicholl,  right  hon.  J. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 
Pakington,  J.  S. 
Pemberton,  T. 
Philips^  M. 
Plania,  right  hon.  J. 
Polhill,F. 
Poltocky  Sir  F. 
Pringle,  A.  , 
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Reade,  W.  M. 
Reid,  Sir  J.  R. 
ReplOD,G.  W  J. 
Rose,  rt.  ho.  Sir  G. 
Rashbrooke,  Colonel 
Sandon,  Viscount 
Scarlett,  hon.  R.  C. 
Scotty  hon.  F. 
Shaw,  right  hon.  F. 
Sheppardy  T. 
Smith,  rt.  hn.  R.  V. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Sotberon,  T.  H.  S. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stuart,  U. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Taylor,  T.  E. 


Tennent,  J.  E. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trollope,  Sir  J. 
Trotter,  J. 
Tumor,  C. 
Vane,  Lord  H. 
Verner,  Colonel 
Vesey,  hon.  T. 
Vivian,  hon.  Captain 
Ward,  H.  G. 
Wood,  C. 
Wood,  Colonel  T. 
Wortley,  hon.  J.  S. 
Wyndhani,  Colonel 

TELLERS. 

Fremantle,  Sir  T. 
Baring,  H. 


Bill  went  through  a  commatee,  and  re- 
port brought  up. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Wednesday t  September  29, 1841. 


lIiiruTSft.}  New  Ifonbm.  Sir  Gcocge  Cockbnm,  for 
Rlpoo  t  Lord  LcTcioOf  tbt  UdifiskL 

Bills.  Rakdaneond  time ;— Eawheqtter  Billi  i  Exchequer 
BiOi  Puadtaiffi— Reed  a  third  time  t — Expiring  Lews. 

Pctitiou  Prceented.  By  Mr.  H  Berkeley  from  Klogiwood, 
WooCoo-Under-Edge,  Nortii  NIbley,  end  Bristol,  end  by 
Mr.  Bcekett,  from  Leeds,  ibr  tiie  Repeel  of  tiie  Com- 
lewi.— By  en  boo.  Member  from  Nortiiem  Centrel  British 
Indie  Sodety.  for  Inquiry  Into  the  cnseof  the  Ra^  of 
Settare,— By  Mr.  Gibson,  from  Geozjge  Beecon,  for  tiie 
mimlwioii  of  Proviiioae  to  Poor-lew  Unions  duty  free. 

Mr.  Warner's  Invention.]  On  (he 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  second  reading 
of  the  Exchequer  Bills  Bill  being  read, 

Mr.  Wakley  said,  he  wished  to  put  a 
question  to  the  gallant  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Ordnance,  relating  to  the  in* 
▼ention  of  Mr.  Warner.  The  subject  had 
been  brought  before  the  House  last  Ses- 
lion,  on  which  occasion  many  Members 
had  borne  evidence  to  the  extraordinary 
nature  of  the  invention  ;  and  in  the  debate 
on  the  estimates  the  right  lion.  Baronet 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  had  ad- 
mitted  that  he  had  seen  one  of  the  experi- 
ments, and  that  he  had  witnessed  the  most 
extraordinary  effects.  Statements  had 
been  made  the  other  ni|;ht  by  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Member  for  the  Tower  Ham- 
lets,  and  by  some  other  hon.  Members, 
that  Mr.  Warner  had  objected  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  to  investigate 
the  nature  of  his  invention.  Mr.  Warner 
and  his  friends  complained  of  that  state- 
ment. The  fact  was,  that  Mr.  Warner 
was  most  anxious  to  have  a  committee 
appointed  to  investigate  bis  invention,  and 


he  was  most  desirous  that  the  Govern- 
nient  should  be  fully  satisfied  as  to  the 
nature  of  his  invention  before  they  adopted 
it.  Mr.  Walseby  said,  that  shortly  after 
Mr.  Warner's  return  from  Portugal,  the 
subject  had  been  mentioned  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  but  had  been  stopped  by 
the  then  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  (Sir 
J.  Graham),  who  suggested  that  a  com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  investigate 
ii.  A  committee  had  been  appointed  ac- 
cordingly, but  Sir  R.  Stopford,  the  chair- 
man, thought  it  was  too  numerous,  and 
some  alterations  were  suggested  in  it,  but 
Sir  Robert  Stopford  shortly  afterwards 
left  England  for  the  Mediterranean.  Sir 
Richard  Keats,  another  member  of  the 
committee,  died,  and  his  Majesty,  who 
had  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  subject, 
also  died  shortly  afterwards,  so  that  the 
subject  had  never  been  investigated.  The 
gallant  Captain,  the  Member  for  Glou- 
cester, had  stated  that  captains  in  the 
navy  might  object  to  admit  the  invention 
on  board  their  ships.  For  fear  of  being 
blown  up;  but  he  understood  that  when 
the  subjec  t  should  be  investigated,  it  would 
appear  that  such  apprehensions  were 
groundless.  When  the  subject  was  discussed 
in  June  last,  the  noble  Lord,  the  Secretary 
for  the  Colonies  had  stated  that  some 
explanation  ought  to  be  given,  and  had 
promised  that  further  negotiations  with 
Mr.  Warner  should  take  place.  He  was 
anxious  to  know  if  any  investigation  had 
been  instituted  ? 

Colonel  Fox  said,  that  he  believed  that 
the  Master-General  of  the  Ordnance,  Lord 
(lately  Sir  Hussey)  Vivian,  had  wished  to 
refer  Mr.  Warner  to  the  usual  committee 
at  Woolwich»  for  the  investigation  of  in- 
ventions of  the  nature  of  that  brought 
forward  by  Mr.  Warner,  and  that  Gentle- 
men had  refused  to  submit  his  invention 
to  that  committee.  With  regard  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  for  Marylebone  the  other  evening, 
in  relation  to  the  muskets  supplied  to  the 
navy,  he  supposed  that  the  observations 
of  that  gallant  Officer  applied  only  to  the 
old  arms  formerly  issued,  and  not  to  those 
which  had  recently  been  given  out.  His 
noble  Friend's  (Lord  Vivian's)  attention 
had  been  most  closely  directed  to  the 
subject  for  the  last  three  or  four  years. 
He  knew  that  upwards  of  50,000  muskets, 
with  the  percussion  lock,  had  been  con- 
structed— most  of  them  had  been  distri«^ 
buted*    Tbey  bad  received  the  approba« 
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tion  of  officers  of  every  branch  of  the 
united  ter?ice.  Complaints  had  been 
made  with  regard  to  the  Royal  Marines, 
but  he  believed  that  4,000  or  5»000  oi 
those  muskets  had  been  given  to  that 
corps,  which  had  received  the  nnqualiBed 
approbation  of  the  officers.  His  reason 
for  making  the  statement  was,  that  ii 
might  not  go  forward  to  the  public  thai 
the  late  Master-General  of  the  Ordnance 
had  neglected  his  duty. 

Captain  Boldero  said,  that  the  only 
answer  he  could  give  to  the  hon.  Member's 
question  was,  that  since  the  formation  of 
the  present  Board  of  Ordnance,  neither 
the  Master-General  nor  the  Board  itself 
had  received  any  communication  whatever 
from  Mr.  Warner  respecting  the  weapon 
of  destruction  which  he  had  invented. 

Mr.  Wakley  would  put  another  question, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  answered  more 
satisfactorily.  The  gallant  general,  at  the 
head  of  the  Board  of  Ordnance,  had  wit- 
nessed the  operation  of  this  weapon,  and 
had  expressed  a  favourable  opinion  of  it, 
an  opinion  which  all  must  admit  was 
deserving  of  attention.  He  was  anxious 
to  know,  therefore,  whether  there  was  any 
intention,  founded  upon  the  information 
which  the  Board  of  Ordnance  already 
possessed,  to  investigate  the  matter  any 
further  ? 

Captain  Boldero  had  already  stated  that 
the  Board  of  Ordnance  was  ignorant  of  the 
views  and  wishes  of  Mr.  Warner.  He  had 
the  authority  of  the  Master-General  for 
stating,  that  he  did  not  feel  himself  autho- 
rised to  take  upon  himself  the  responsibi- 
lity of  appointing  a  committee  upon  the 
subject,  without  the  previous  sanction  of 
her  Majesty's  Ministers. 

Mr.  Brother  ton  said,  in  the  debate 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Fins- 
bury,  be  had  entered  his  protest  against 
the  Government  giving  their  sanction  in 
offering  a  reward  to  men  who  exeicised 
their  talent  and  ingenuity  in  discovering 
some  infernal  machine  for  the  destruction 
of  human  life.  If  a  man  used  his  talents 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  his  race  he 
was  entitled  to  reward,  but  not  for  using 
them  for  an  opposite  purpose.  He  had 
heard,  with  great  delight,  the  announce- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  (Sir  R. 
Peel)  that  he  would  use  all  his  influence 
to  diffuse  those  sentiments  in  society  which 
would  lead  men  to  discourage  war.  He 
must  say  his  heart  had  burned  within  him, 
when,  on  a  previous  evening,  he  heard  the 


House  debating  about  locks  and  guns,  and 
various  other  instruments  used  in  war.  What 
would  the  next  generation  think  of  the 
present  when  they  read  that  the  House  of 
Commqns  of  that  day  had  debated  fpr 
hours  about  implements  of  destruction?. 
He  believed,  that  until  war  and  warriors 
were  held  in  less  estimation,  there  was  do 
hope  of  good  for  this  country.  Certainly, 
on  all  occasions,  he  should  enter  his  pro- 
test against  reward  being  granted  for 
inventions  of  the  nature  then  under  dis« 
cussiop,  becatise  he  conceived  that  the 
more  they  discouraged  war,  the  more 
would  civilisation  advance  throughout  tba 
world. 

Mr.  Wakley  observed,  that  both  hu- 
manity  and  economy  might  recommend 
the  use  of  such  weapons  as  that  invented 
by  Mr.  Warner. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Dr.  Madden.— Mission  to  AmxcA.] 
Mr.  Forster^  seeing  the  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  bis  place,  wished  to 
ask  him  a  question.  He  observed  in  tha 
estimates  which  the  House  voted  the 
other  night  a  sum  of  money  charged  as 
paid  to  a  Dr.  Madden  towards  the  ex- 
penses of  a  mission  to  the  west  coast  of 
Africa.  He  understood  that  gentleman 
had  returned  to  this  country,  and,  after  a 
very  short  stay  in  Africa,  had  made  a 
very  long  report  to  Government.  The 
question  he  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
Lord  was  simply  this,  when  we  might  ex- 
pect to  see  that  report  laid  on  the  Table 
of  the  House  ? 

Lord  Stanley  said,  that  Dr.  Madden 
having  been  sent  out  as  a  commissioner 
by  the  late  Government  to  make  various 
inquiries  of  a  confidential  nature  with  re- 
ference to  the  stale  of  our  settlements  on 
the  western  coast  of  Africa  had  furnished 
four  reports,  one  relating  to  Sierra  Leone, 
another  to  the  Gambia,  and  another  to 
the  Gold  Coast.  The  fourth  was  con- 
fined exclusively  to  medical  subjects.  To 
the  production  of  that  he  believed 
there  was  no  objection;  bat  the  other 
three  treated  of  matters  of  the  greatest 
importance  and  secrecy,  of  matters  coo« 
nected  with  individuals,  affecting  cor 
foreign  policy,  and  our  relations  with  the 
trade  legally  and  illegally  carried  on  oq 
the  coast  of  Africa.  In  the  present  po« 
sition  of  the  Government  he  should  not  feel 
himself  warranted  in  layinjg  on  the  Table 
of  the  House,  the  whole  of  these  matters, 
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but  he  coqM  assure  the  hon.  Member  that 
the]p  were  under  the  most  anxious  con« 
sideration  of  her  Majesty's  Government. 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Poor-law  Commission.]  On  the 
Order  of  the  Day  being  moved  for  the 
bringing  up  the  Report  on  the  Poor-law 
Commission  Bill, 

Mr.  Wakley  begged  to  ask  the  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield  whether  he  was 
prepared  to  state  to  the  House  the  name 
and  address  of  the  Poor-law  guardian 
with  whom  be  said  in  his  speech  the 
night  before  he  had  held  a  conversation 
in  which  his  (Mr.  Wakley's)  name  had 
been  introduced. 

Mr.  Ward  was  not  prepared  to  do  so. 
He  gave  his  word  to  the  House  that  the 
conversation  was  as  be  had  stated  it.  Ii 
took  place  six  months  ago,  and  it  was 
very  improbable  that  the  Gentleman 
would  give  permission  to  have  his  name 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Wakley  had  no  objection  to  the 
course  taken  by  the  hon.  Member,  if  the 
House  thought  fit  that  Members  should 
state  conversations  which  they  had  held 
with  parties,  those  conversations  involving 
calumnies  of  the  most  atrocious  kind 
against  other  Members  of  the  House.  If 
this  was  to  be  permitted,  he  was  content 
to  yield  to  such  a  species  of  warfare.  If  he 
was  to  be  attacked  by  unfair  weapons,  and 
the  use  of  them  was  considered  quite  cor- 
rect, lawful,  and  parliamentary,  he  pre- 
sumed he  would  be  admitted  to  defend 
himself  with  weapons  of  a  sinJIar  descrip- 
tion. The  horn  Member  for  Sheffield,  in 
stating,  the  conversation  last  night,  ad- 
mitted that  the  language  was  not  respect- 
ful with  regard  to  him  (Mr.  Wakley). 
Now  he  (Mr.  Wakley)  considered  the 
matter  of  so  much  importance  that,  with- 
out entertaining  any  enmity  or  hostility 
to  the  hon.  Member— as  he  trusted  he 
should  always  be  enabled  to  conduct 
himself  without  entertaining  such  feelings 
towards  a  political  opponent — he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  sift  the  matter  to  the 
bottom.  He  felt  it  due  to  the  character 
of  the  House  to  do  so.  It  was  a  matter 
of  safety  and  security  with  regard  to  hon. 
Members.  If  conversations  of  the  kind  he 
referred  to  were  to  be  related  in  that 
House  by  persons  under  no  responsibility 
be  should  like  to  know  what  was  the  pro* 
tectioa  for  indtvidaal  character.  The 
boo.  QeBtlefflan  objected  to  give  the  name 


and  address  of  the  guardian  with  whom 
the  conversation  occurred.  He  begged 
to  know  whether  the  hon.  Member  would 
state  the  name  of  the  union  to  which  that 
guardian  belonged.  He  would  undertake 
to  go  to  that  board,  or  to  write  to  every 
Member  of  ir,  to  ask  whether  he  was  the 
person  or  not.  And  if  it  should  so  happen 
that  every  Member  denied  having  held 
such  a  conversation,  then  they  should 
know  in  whose  honourable  and  courageous 
mind  the  calumnious  insinuation  origin* 
ated. 

Mr.   Ward  rose,  but  was  interrupted 

The  Speaker,  who  said  he  felt  it  neces- 
sary to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Finsbury.  The  rule  of  the  House  was,  that 
when  nn  hon.  Member  stated,  in  his  place 
in  the  House,  anything  which  had  occur- 
red to  him,  such  a  statement  was  considered 
to  be  made  upon  the  honour  of  the  hon. 
Member.  Such  a  statement  was  not  to  be 
questioned  either  in  the  House  or  out  of 
it.  Therefore  he  had  to  call  the  hon. 
Member  for  Finsbury  to  order  for  making 
allusion  to  steps  to  be  taken  to  question  a 
statement  made  to  the  House  in  the  man- 
ner referred  to. 

Mr.  Ward,  with  the  utmost  deference  to 
the  observations  of  the  Speaker,  hoped  he 
might  be  permitted  to  say  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  conversation  he  had  re- 
peated which  could  be  called  a  calumny. 
There  was  nothing  calumnious  in  the  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion,  on  the  part  of  a 
member  of  a  board  of  gnardians  who  had 
seen  the  warm  and  violent  speeches  made 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  upon 
the  Poor-law— that  he  felt  great  horror  at 
having  the  interpretation  of  the  new  Poor- 
law  left  to  boards  of  guardians,  when  they 
might  have  a  Wakley  at  every  board, 
putting  his  own  interpretation  on  those 
principles,  and  forcing  others  to  adopt  it 
by  rai:iing  an  outcry  against  them  if  they 
did  not,  and  denouncing  them  for  inhu- 
manity. Such  a  person  was  perfectly  en* 
titled  to  hold  such  an  opinion,  and  express 
horror  at  such  a  prospect,  and  there  was 
nothing  in  it  to  affect  the  hon.  Member's 
Parliamientary  conduct,  or  to  prevent  his 
discharging  his  duties  in  the  House  in  any 
manner  he  thought  proper.  He  disclaimed 
the  idea  of  any  calumny,  in  the  matter. 
But  he  was  connected  with  three  boards  of 
guardians,  and  after  what  had  fallen  from 
the  hon.  Member,  he  was  less  disposed 
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than  e?er  to  give  him  the  name  of  the 
person  referred  to. 

Mr.  Wakley  was  disposed  to  bow  im- 
plicitly to  the  decision  of  the  chair.  The 
hon.  Member  opposite  disclaimed  the 
idea  of  calumny,  but  the  hon.  Member 
had  not  quoted  all  the  words  he  made  use 
of  last  night. 

The  Speaker  said»  the  hon.  Member 
was  again  out  of  order.  According  to  the 
strict  rule  of  the  House,  he  could  not  refer 
to  a  former  debate. 

Mr.  Wakley:  Then  I  do  not  know  how 
a  Member  is  ever  to  get  an  explanation. 

Report  received. 

Adjourned* 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Thursday 9  September  30,  1841. 

llmuTBS.]  Bills.  RMd  lint  time  :^Ezplring  L«ws/«- 
Read  t  leoood  tixne :  — Administntloii  of  Justice  (No.  S.) 

Petitions  Presented.  By  Visoount  Stnngford,  from  I»- 
haUtants  of  Canada,  against  any  alteration  of  the  Timber 
0ttties.  "^By  Lord  BroughaiSt  from  Protesttnt  Dissenters 
of  Middlewidi  and  Trowbridg»(  and  by  Lord  KimuUxd, 
from  Abemyte  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Com-lawa. 

The  Corn  Laws.^  Lord  Brougham 
presented  a  petition  from  Protestant  Dis- 
senters of  Middlewich  against  the  Corn- 
laws.  The  noble  Lord  in  presenting  a 
aimiiar  petition  from  the  congregation  of 
the  Tabernacle  chapel,  in  Troubridge, 
complaining  (as  we  understood)  of  the 
sliding  scale,  said,  that  by  the  operation 
of  that  scale  there  had  been  suddenly 
thrown  into  the  market  a  quantity  of  fo- 
reign corn,  to  the  amount  of  from  1,500»000 
to  2,000,000  of  quarters  of  corn,  at  U. 
per  quarter  duty.  This  made  an  addition 
to  our  domestic  stock  of  corn  equal  to  the 
consumption  of  five  weeks  of  the  whole 
population  of  England  and  Scotland.  Such 
a  sudden  importation  of  so  large  a  quan- 
tity of  corn  could  not  be  made  under  the 
fixed  duty  of  8s.  No  doubt  it  came  in 
very  favourably  to  the  consumers,  though 
not  equally  so  to  the  farmers.  He  was  not 
favourable  to  the  sliding  scale,  nor  to  the 
Corn-laws,  as  they  now  stood,  but  he 
hoped  that  this  effect  of  the  sliding  scale, 
puld  receive  due  attention  from  those 
efended  the  agricultural  interest. 

LorttJTtn/iatrd,  on  presenting  a  petition 
from  Abemyte.  for  the  repeal  of  the  Corn- 
laws,  stated  his  fears  that  the  country 
would  be  disturbed  in  the  winter  months, 
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in  consequence  of  the  distreis  which  woaU 
be  brought  on  by  the  Corn-laws.  The 
noble  Lord  begged  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  noble  Duke  ^of  Wellington)  to  a 
pamphlet  written  on  the  subject  of  the 
Corn-laws  and  their  probable  effects,  by  a 
medical  Gentleman,  who  showed  that 
typhus  fever  was  in  most  instances  gene* 
rated  by  an  insufficient  supply  of  whole- 
some food. 

The  Duke  of  WelUngion  said,  that  he 
had  not  seen  the  pamphlet  alluded  to,  but 
he  would  say,  that  if  the  noble  Lord  who 
presented  this  petition  had  been  in  bis 
place  earlier,  he  would  have  heard,  on 
the  presentation  of  another  petition,  that 
there  had  been  recently  imported  into  this 
country  nearly  2,000,000  of  quarters  of 
corn,  at  Is*  per  quarter  doty,  and  that, 
therefore,  there  could  not  exist  any  fear 
of  distress  from  the  want  of  a  sufficient 
supply. 

Bribery  akd  Corruption  at  the 
LATE  General  Election.]  On  the 
motion  that  the  House  do  adjourn. 

Lord  Brougham  would  take  that  oppor* 
tunity  of  stating  the  course  which  he  in« 
tended  to  pursue  on  a  subject  of  great 
importance,  to  which  he  had  called  the 
attention  of  their  I^ordships  on  the  first 
day  of  the  Session.  He  had  then  stated, 
that  bribery  and  corruption  had  prevailed 
to  a  frightful  extent  at  the  late  general 
election,  and  he  added  that  the  House 
could  not  do  a  greater  service,  or  more 
fairly  discharge  its  duty  to  the  country, 
than  by  taking  the  whole  subject  into  its 
early  and  serious  consideration,  with  the 
view  of  providing  some  remedy.  Since 
that  time  he  had  maturely  considered 
several  cases  of  this  bribery  and  corruption 
which  had  been  brought  under  his  notice ; 
but,  not  to  detain  the  house,  he  had  se- 
lected, from  a  vast  number  of  instances, 
three  which  were  marked  by  the  roost 
odious  of  those  features  which,  in  some 
degree,  were  common  to  them  all,  and  he 
would  say,  and  would  be  able  to  show» 
from  the  information  which  had  come 
before  him,  that  those  practices  were  not 
confined  to  one,  but  were  common  ta 
each  of  the  three  great  political  parties 
which  now  divided  the  country.  The  first 
charge  was  brought  against  men  who  iop« 
ported  the  views  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment, at  that  time  in  opposition,  and  over 
against  whom  he  had  then  the  honor  to  standi 
The  second  case  was  brought  as  a  chaige 
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•gUDSt  men  who  supported  the  late  Go-> 
vernment — now  the  oppoBition,  as  it  was 
called — ID  front  of  which  he  had  now  the 
honor  to  take  his  place.  [**  Hear"  and 
a  laugh  from  Lord  Melbourne,]  His  noble 
Friend,  the  noble  Viscount  lately  at  the 
head  of  the  Government,  laughed.  He  wa? 
at  a  loss  to  know  what  his  noble  Friend 
meant  by  the  interruption.  Was  his  noble 
Friend  annoyed  at  the  term  '*  opposition." 

Viscount  Melbourne  begged  to  say  a 
word  in  eiplanation  of  what  had  fallen 
from  his  noble  and  learned  Friend.  He 
certainly  had  marked  the  term  "  opposi- 
tioUy"  used  by  his  noble  and  learned  Friend, 
because  he  remembered  when  he  was  a 
Member  of  the  other  House,  that  the 
alluding  to  a  Member  as  one  of  the  Oppo- 
sition was  held  to  be  irregular,  as  it  was 
declared  by  the  Speaker  to  be  unparlia- 
mentary  to  state  of  any  Member  that  he 
bad  come  into  the  House  pledged  to  op- 
pose the  Government. 

Lord  Brougham :  Well,  this  doctrine  is 
new  to  me.  The  noble  and  learned  Lord 
then  went  on  to  say,  that  the  third  charge 
of  this  bribery  and  corruption  was  made 
against  a  party  which  did  not  l>elong  to 
either  ofthose  whom  hehad  named, butacted 
independently  of  both.  Now,  if  he  were  to 
make  known  the  evidence  which  had  come 
before  him,  he  would  say,  that  this  third 
party  was  more  lavish  of  its  means  o  f  bribery 
and  corruption  than  either  of  the  others. 
It  might,  and  perhaps  would  be  said,  that 
this  general  corruption  had  arisen  from 
the  Reform  Bill  of  1832.  He  would  not 
say  that  it  had,  though  perhaps  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  on  the  woolsack  might 
claim  some  credit  to  himself  for  the  pre- 
diction which  he  had  made  at  that  time, 
that  if  the  Reform  Bill  passed,  it  would 
have  the  effect  of  producing  greater  cor- 
ruption amongst  the  constituent  body  than 
bad  ever  existed  in  the  worst  times  of  the 
old  system  of  Parliamentary  representa- 
tion* That  was  the  opinion  of  nis  noble 
and  learned  Friend  at  that  time,  and  no 
doubt  at  the  present.  But  let  him  say, 
that  the  tendency  of  the  Reform  Bill  was 
just  the  reverse;  and  if  Parliament  had 
done  its  duty,  the  public  would  not  have 
heard  of  such  bribery  and  corruption  as  he 
had  referred  to.  What  was  his  ground 
for  saying  this?  It  was  well  known  that 
candidates  at  the  late  general  election  had 
expended  many  thousand  pounds,  which, 
of  course,  the  candidates  considered  to  be 
fe(|aired  only  for  the  *'  legal*^  expenses  of 
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the  election,  but  it  had  so  happened,  that 
by  the  Reform  Bill  the  "  legal"  expenses 
had  been  reduced  to  a  comparatively  small 
amount.  The  whole  expenses  of  bringing 
voters  from  a  great  distance,  and  other 
expenses  attending  their  transit,  had  been 
done  away  with.  The  candidate  there- 
fore, who  was  called  upon  for  the  expen* 
diture  of  many  thousands  must  know  that 
the  greatest  portion  of  those  thousands 
was  expended  in  bribery  and  corruption, 
or,  at  least,  he  must  know  that  they  were 
not  required  as  the  "  legal"  expenses  of 
his  election.  If  Parliament  did  its  duty, 
it  would  put  down  these  nefarious  prac- 
tices, and  if  it  did  not,  the  fault  was  not 
in  the  Reform  Bill,  but  in  Parliament, 
which  did  not  take  the  necessary  steps  for 
instituting  inquiry  into  the  subject.  He 
had  consulted  some  of  the  highest  legal 
and  constitutional  authorities  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  it  was  their  opinion  that  such  an 
inquiry  by  their  Lordships  would  not  in 
any  degree  infringe  on  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  Ck)mmons,  provided  the  mea- 
sures to  be  introduced  as  founded  on  such 
inquiry  were  prospective  legislative  mea- 
sures, and  did  not  interfere  with  individual 
seats.  Now,  he  would  state  that  his  rea- 
sons for  not  instituting  such  inquiry  at  the 
present  time  were  two-fold— first,  that  in 
the  short  time  which  remained  of  the  pre- 
sent Session  there  would  not  be  time  for  it ; 
and  the  second  was,  that  there  were  now 
about  eighty  election  petitions  to  be  de- 
cided upon  by  committees  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  it  would  not  t>e  convenient 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  going  on  in  a 
committee  of  their  Lordships*  House,  on 
the  same  matters  on  which,  in  a  |reat  de- 
gree, election  committees  of  the  House  of 
Commons  would  be  sitting.  These  rea- 
sons would  justify  him  in  abstaining  for 
the  present  Session  from  moving  for  the 
inquiry,  but  he  would  do  so  in  the  next 
Session,  and  he  was  sure  that  that  inquiry 
would  produce  most  important  informa* 
tion  as  to  the  extent  of  the  briberv  and 
corruption  to  which  ha  had  alluded.  It 
was  not  material  to  what  persons  or  to 
what  places  this  might  be  traced ;  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  show  that  it  did  exist,  and 
that  it  called  for  some  immediate  legisla* 
tive  remedy. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned* 
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ThMVsday,  September  30,  1841, 

HmiiTBi.]  New  Member.  Right  bon.  H.  T.  L.  Cony,  for 
Tyroae  (County).  

New  Writ.  For  WIMoolathifoomor  VhwwnlPtaliiitii, 
be«Mm  Etf  1  MaliMebury. 

Bills.  Rewl  •  third  time.  PopuUtion  P»yinent« ;  Marl- 
boRMigh'iEstoUt  Riddeirs  Estntei  CUytonl  Name. 

FMitUwa  riweiital.  By  Colonel  Vcner*  ftom  AnMifh,  to 
Blaoe  the  Spirit  trade  on  the  same  footiog  as  in  Eng- 
land.—By  Sir  G.  de  Larpent,  from  InhaUUnts  of  Bombay 
eomphinlng  of  the  Supreme  Court  there,  and  praying 
ftir  rcdiees.— By  Mr.  Cobden,  from  |Ministers  of  Baptist 
Churches  in  Cheshire,  and  Lancashire,  and  from  Stock- 
port, Staley-Bridge.  and  Mtddlewich,  and.  by  Mr. 
ThoriMly,  from  Holt,  and  Edwin  Noon,  eomplalning  of 
puhUe  distress,  and  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Com-laws.^By 
Mr.  Swart  from  Baptist  Ministers  of  Cheshire  and  Lan- 
easbire,  for  the  substitution  of  AflBimatioa  for  Oaths,  and 
for  making  tradii^  in  female  pudty,  m  punishable 
oAnee.— By  Sir  C.  Napier,  from  Inhabitants  of  St. 
Paneras,  to  ledeem  the  Metropolitan  Bridge  Tolls.-  By 
the  Atfeomey-Oeneial  from  prisoners  for  debt,  for  the 
nt  of  the  law  of  Debtor  and  Creditor. 


C0MP£N9ATI0N      —    EXPLANATION.] 

Sir  T.  Fremantle  moved,  that  a  new  writ 
be  issued  for  the  borough  of  Wilton,  in 
the  room  of  Viscount  Fitzharrit,  who  has 
been  called  to  the  House  of  Peers  as  the 
Earl  of  Malmesbury. 

Sir  James  Graham  begged  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House,  which  had  before 
been  given  on  a  similar  occasion,  whilst  he 
gave  an  explanation  of  a  remark  of  ^his  in 
a  former  debate,  which  bad  been  hurtful 
to  the  feelings  of  a  noble  Lord.  An  ob- 
servation that  had  fallen  from  him  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  on  the  Administration 
of  Justice  (No.  2.)  Bill  bad  given  great 
pain  to  the  feelings  of  a  noble  Lord,  inas- 
much as  it  touched  the  memory  of  a  de- 
parted brother,  and  as  he  (Sir  James 
Graham)  was  a  Friend  of  that  Gentleman 
he  felt  hurt  by  the  same  allusion.  Nothing 
generally  could  be  more  accurate  than  the 
reports  of  what  passed  in  that  House,  and 
therefore,  if  the  expressions  which  were 
reported  to  have  fallen  from  him  were  in- 
accurate, be  would  take  the  inaccuracy 
upon  himself  rather  than  impute  it  to  any 
misrepresentation  in  the  report.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield  had  asked,  with  re- 
ference to  the  compensation  to  be  given 
to  Mr,  Scarlett  for  the  loss  of  an  office  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer,  whether  that  ap- 
pointment was  not  of  the  same  character 
as  that  given  to  Mr.  W.  Brougham  who 
received  an  appointment  to  an  office  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery  in  1833,  which  the 
I/>rd  Chancellor  intended  to  abolish  at 
the  time  of  the  appotntmenf.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Sheffield  said,  the  cases  were 


Mr.  Warner' a  tnvemiiofi.  lOlt 

strictly  analogous ;  and  he  rose  after  that, 
and  contended  that  there  was  a  striking 
difference  between  them.  He  bad  stated 
on  the  allusion  made  to  the  case  of  Mr. 
Brougham,  that  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
author  of  the  Reform  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  had  at  the  time  he  made  the 
appointment  contemplated  the  aboliiiooof 
the  office,  and  therefore,  that  his  brother 
was  not  entitled  to  the  compensation.  He 
was  reported  to  have  said,  **  The  question 
arose,  was  he  entitled  to  compensation  ?** 
and  that  mode  of  expression  would  give 
rise  to  the  opinion  that  the  question  of 
compensation  was  raised,  and  that  h« 
as  a  colleague  of  Lord  Brougham,  waa 
aware  of  that  being  the  case.  Nothing, 
however,  was  further  from  his  intenim 
than  to  state  this,  and  it  was  entirely  in- 
consistent with  the  fact.  The  qoeatioo 
never  was  raised.  Nothing  could  be  mora 
honourable  or  generous  than  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Brougham.  Nothing  like  pressing 
for  compensation  had  entered  his  head,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  having  forewarned  hia 
that  no  such  compensation  would  be  given. 
He  hoped  the  Hoose  would  pardon  him 
if  he  had  said  anything  which  had  been 
inconsistent  in  the  slightest  degree  with 
the  honourable  memory  of  a  departed 
friend,  or  anything  which  should  wound 
the  feelings  of  a  nobleman. 
Subject  at  an  end. 

Ma.  WARKBa'a  Ivvsvtioii.]  Via* 
count  Imgeitrie  said,  in  allusion  to  a 
statement  which  had  been  made  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Tower  HamleU 
in  regard  to  Mr.  Warner's  invention,  he 
l^egged  to  be  permitted  to  read  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Warner  to  Lord  Melbourne, 
written  on  the  8th  of  May,  1840.  Hia 
Lordship  read  the  letter,  which  eel 
forth  the  readiness  of  Mr.  Warner  to  refer 
his  invention  to  one  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  and  an  engineer  officer,  and 
requesting  that  the  inspection  should  take 
place  in  the  presence  of  Lord  Ingestrie* 
He  had  nothing  more  to  add.  This  waa 
all  that  Mr.  Warner  wished  for. 

Sir  C.  Copter  begged  to  ohaerve,  thai 
in  the  remarks  he  made  some  eveninga 
ago,  relative  to  the  imperfect  state  of  the 
arms  in  use  in  the  army  and  nav^,  he  did 
not  mean  to  include  those  which  were 
now  beinff  issued,  which  he  had  the  an* 
thority  of  a  noble  Lord  connected  with  the 
Ordnance  Department  (or  saying  had  never 
yet  been  equalled.    He  mua  agaia  ea* 
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press  a  hope  thai  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  Tamworth  would  take 
ioto  his  consideration  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing, upon  the  first  vacancy,  a  naval 
officer  to  the  Board  of  Qfdoance. 
The  writ  ordered. 

Falkland  Islands.]  Captain  Fi7;;ro^ 
begged  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  the  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies,  what  were  the 
reasons  for  appointing  an  engineer  officer 
to  be  governor  of  the  Falkland  Islands? 

Lord  StanUy  said,  that  Lieutenant 
Moody,  an  engineer  officer,  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  Falkland  Islands ;  but  as 
that  appointment  had  taken  place  before 
his  accession  to  office,  he  could  not  tell 
what  were  the  reasons  for  making  it. 

Fine  Arts.]  Mr.  Hawes  wished  to 
pat  a  question  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet. 
The  committee  which  had  sat  for  the  pur- 
pose of  seeing  how  far  the  fine  arts  might 
be  promoted  in  connexion  with  the  new 
houses  of  Parliament  had  pointed  out  some 
means  of  making  further  inquiry  ;  and  he 
was  anxious  to  know  whether  the  Govern* 
ment  had  any  intention  of  acting  upon  the 
recommendations  of  that  committee,  or 
whether  the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  any 
information  to  give  to  the  House  upon  the 
subject. 

Sir  R,  Peel  said,  that  he  had  read  with 
the  greatest  attention  the  report  of  the 
committee  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, and  the  very  interesting  evidence 
taken  before  that  committee.  He  certainly 
thought  that  the  opportunity  afforded  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  arts,  by  the 
building  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  ought 
to  be  taken  advantage  of,  at  least  for  the 
purpose  of  fully  investigating,  upon  mature 
reflection,  whether  or  not  the  construction 
of  those  Houses  might  not  be  made  con- 
ducive to  the  encouragement  of  the  higher 
branches  of  the  arts,  It  was,  doubtless^ 
a  subject  deserving  of  the  most  serious  at- 
tention. He  thought  that  the  committee 
which  had  been  appointed  last  Session, 
had  conducted  the  inquiry,  as  far  as  time 
had  permitted^  in  a  very  satisfactory  man- 
ner, and  that  it  would  have  been  most 
useful  to  have  carried  that  inquiry  farther. 
That,  however,  the  committee  were  pre- 
vented from  doing  by  the  close  of  the 
Session 9  although  there  were  many  more 
persons  whose  opinions  they  would  have 
been  glad  to  receive,  and  many  points 
which  tbey  had  not  an  opportunity  of  fully 


considering,  which  they  gladly  would  have 
considered.  He  would  have  no  objection 
whatever  to  the  re-appointment  of  that 
committee,  in  consequence  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  discharged  the  duty  with 
which  they  had  been  intrusted,  did  be  not 
feel  that  inquiry  in  that  shape  was  some- 
what unsatisfactory.  It  could  only  be 
carried  on  dui  ing  the  sitting  of  Parliament. 
The  prorogation,  or  adjournment,  of  Par- 
liament necessarily  terminated  the  labours 
of  the  committee.  He  was,  therefore,  of 
opinion  that  this  inquiry,  which  it  ap« 
peered  to  him  it  was  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance to  continue,  might  be  con- 
tinued with  the  greatest  advantage,  by  a 
commission  appointed  by  the  Crown,  with- 
out reference,  in  the  slightest  degree,  to 
party  distinctions.  And  considering  that 
the  buildings  now  in  progress  were  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  House  of  Lords  as 
well  as  Commons,  considering  that  joint 
committees,  although  not  without  prece- 
dent, were  rather  cumbrous  tribunals,  and 
that  a  commission  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Crown  was  the  roost  advisable,  he  con« 
ceived  that  such  Members  in  each  House 
of  Parliament  as  had  turned  their  atten- 
tion to  the  question  of  the  fine  arts,  might 
be  invited  to  constitute  that  commission. 
Another  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the 
appointment  of  a  commission,  acting  in 
concert  with  the  executive  Government 
was,  that  the  inquiry  might  be  made  with 
reference  to  the  progress  of  the  arts  in 
other  countries,  through  the  intervention 
of  the  Crown,  in  a  much  more  satisfactory 
manner  than  it  could  be  effiscted  by  a 
committee  of  the  House .  of  Commons. 
Above  all,  the  appointment  of  a  commis- 
sion would  enable  the  inquiry  to  be  con- 
tinued during  the  recess,  when  the  Par- 
liament was  not  sitting;  and  was,  he 
thought,  upon  the  whole,  the  most  advis- 
able and  expedient.  He  was  sure  the 
House  and  the  country  would  hear  with 
great  satisfaction,  as  this  commission  would 
in  no  respect  partake  of  a  party  or  political 
character,  and  as  also  the  new  building, 
when  completed,  would  comprise  a  part  of 
her  Majesty's  ancient  palace  of  West- 
minster,  that  his  Royal  Highness  Prince 
Albert  had  willingly  consented  to  become 
a  member  of  such  a  commission,  and  to 
add  to  its  labours  the  advantage^  not  only 
of  his  station  and  character,  but  also  of 
his  knowledge  and  taste  in  all  matters 
connected  with  the  promotWD  of  the  fine 
arts.    [Mr.  Haw§$)  Tliope  the  comrnis* 
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sioners  will  not  be  paid.J  The  hon.  Mem* 
ber  hoped  that  the  commifsion  would  be 
unpaid.  It  certainly  would.  He  waa  sure 
that  such  Members  of  both  Houses,  as  he 
suggested,  might  be  invited  to  assist  upon 
that  commission,  would  find  sufficient  in 
their  love  of  the  fine  arts,  to  induce  ibem 
to  do  so.  He  thought  it  would  also  be 
desirable  to  include  in  t!.e  commission 
some  persons  not  in  either  House  of  Par- 
liament, but  well  known  for  their  admir- 
ation and  encouragement  of  the  fine  arts, 
which,  indeed,  he  was  sure  would  be 
a  sufficient  stimulus  to  every  member  of 
the  commission,  to  apply  himself  sedu- 
lously to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  con- 
nected with  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Howes  said,  that  he  had  asked 
if  the  commission  were  to  be  a  paid 
one,  thinking,  perliaps,  that  a  number 
of  professional  gentlemen  would  be  ap- 
pointed, whom  it  would  be  reasonable  to 
remunerate. 

Sir  R»  Peel  was  happy  at  the  oppor- 
tunity afforded  him  of  publicly  stating, 
that  there  would  be  no  remuneration. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Anolo-Pobtuguese  Legion.]  Vis- 
count  Sandon  rose  to  move  for  certain 
papers  relating  to  '  the  Anglo-Spanish 
Commission,  and  the  Anglo-Portuguese 
Commission,  which  he  said  would  fully 
prove  to  the  House,  that  while  the  claims 
of  the  Anglo-Spanish  Legion  had  been 
settled  in  one  year,  the  Anglo- Portugu  ese 
Commission,  which  had  already  been  sit- 
ting for  one  year,  presented  no  prospect 
of  its  termination  for  two  years  longer, 
and  that  the  instalments  which  might  then 
be  agreed  on,  would  not  be  all  paid  off 
before  the  expiration  of  two  years  more. 
The  Anglo- Portuguese  claimants  were  now 
enduring  great  hardships,  and  if  their 
claims  were  to  remain  so  long  unsatisfied, 
they  would  derive  but  little  benefit  from 
the  settlement  of  them.  The  noble  Lord 
concluded  by  moving  for  the  following 
papers:— 

*'  Date  when  the  Legion  was  disbanded ; 
copy  of  the  mixed  British  and  Spanish  Cora- 
mission,  relating  to  the  claims  or  the  British 
Auxiliary  Legion  in  the  service  of  Spain ;  copy 
of  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  commissioners; 
the  date  when  the  commission  commenced  the 
reception  of  clairas ;  the  number  of  claims  sent 
in  and  adjudicated  upon,  and  the  respective 
dates  of  such  adjudications ;  the  mode  in  which 
such  claims  were  agreed  to  be  paid,  and  have 
been  paid  and  satisfied ;  the  number  of  com* 


missiooers,  secretaries,  and  clerks  engaged  in 
such  commission ;  the  amount  of  the  eipenses 
of  such  commission,  specifying  the  commis^ 
sioners*  salaries,  and  those  of  the  secretaries 
and  clerks ;  return  of  the  expenses,  if  any, 
which  were  allowed,  and  to  whom,  in  respect 
of  the  prosecution  of  such  claims,  and  now 
paid ;  was  any  and  what  deduction  made  from 
the  claimants  for  the  purpose  of  paying  agents, 
or  any  other  expenses  ? 

"  Date  of  the  disbanding  of  the  respective 
naval  and  military  forces;  the  date  of  the  mixed 
British  and  Portuguese  Commission, appointed 
to  examine  and  decide  upon  the  claims  of 
British  subjects  who  served  in  the  army  and 
navy  during  the  vrar  of  restoration  in  Portugal; 
copy  of  the  rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  com- 
missioners ;  the  date  of  the  installation  in  office 
of  the  commissioners;  the  date  of  ihedecision  of 
the  Belgian  Minister  on  the  question  of  contracts; 
the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  reception 
of  claims ;  the  number  of  days,  and  of  hours  per 
day,  during  which  each  commissioner  respect* 
ively  has  been  engaged  in  the  labours  or  the 
commission ;  whether  any  accounts  have  been 
examined  by  one  commissioner  in  the  abseooe 
of  the  other;  the  number  of  claims  received, 
and  the  number,  if  any,  investigated  and  ad- 
judicated upon,  and  of  claimants  to  whom 
notice  of  such  adjudication  has  been  given ; 
the  number  of  secretaries,  clerks  or  others,  em- 
ployed under  the  commissioners,  the  dates  of 
their  several  appointments,  with  their  respectivie 
salaries ;  the  salaries  of  the  commissioners,  and 
from  what  source  paid,  together  with  an  ac- 
count of  all  other  expenses  incidental  to  the 
commission." 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  he  thoogbt  the 
motion  had  very  much  the  appearance  of 
having  been  suggested  by  a  claimant  who 
felt  disappointed  at  the  delay.  To  some 
of  the  returns  he  had  no  objection ;  but 
he  certainlf  could  not  consent  to  those 
which  implied  any  reflection  upon  the 
commissioners.  What  he  should  suggest 
to  his  noble  Friend  was,  to  withdraw  the 
motion  for  the  present,  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  considering,  with  his 
noble  Friend,  to  what  extent  he  should 
limit  it.  If  his  noble  Friend  would  with- 
draw the  motion  until  the  next  day,  he 
would  then  be  prepared  to  give  him  all 
the  information  he  could  fairly  require. 

Viscount  PcUmerston  begged  to  ob- 
lerye,  that  the  delay  had  arisen  from 
the  difiiculty  which  the  British  and  Por- 
tuguese Governments  found  in  coming 
to  an  arrangement  about  some  of  the 
details. 

Lord  Ranelagh  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  British  Goveroment  would  take  steps 
to  procure  the  reitoralion  of  Don  Carloe 
to  liberty.    He  had  never  takea  up  arm« 
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against  the  Franch ;  and  there  was  a  time 
when  France  would  have  scorned  to  be  the 
prison-house  of  princes. 

Viscount  Sandon  had  no  objection  to 
acquiesce  in  the  arrangement  proposed 
by  his  right  hon.  Friend.  The  noble  Lord 
accordingly  postponed  his  motions. 


at  Bolton. 
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Distress  at  Bolton.I    Dr.  Bowring 
observed,  that    if  as  had  been  declared 
by  the  Speal^er,  it  was  one  of  the  Privi- 
leges of  the  House^  that  nothing  stated 
by  any  of  its  Meml)ers  should  be  called 
10    question    either    within    or    without 
its  walls,  it  became  a  peremptory  duty 
to  make  no  rash  or   unsupported  aver- 
ments— and  if  betrayed  into  any  error  to 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  correct  or 
to  explain  it     He  had,  some  time  since, 
stateo  an  incident  of  very  great  distress, 
which  bad  so  much  excited  the  sympathies 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  head  of  her 
Majesty's  Government,  that  he  had  been 
induced  to  establish  local  inauiries,  with  a 
▼tew  to  the  investigation  of  the  melancholy 
facts  to  which  he  had  called  the  attention 
of  the  House.     And  he  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledffe,  that  it  was  peculiarly  incum- 
bent on  him  not  to  come  forward  with  an 
exaggerated  statement ;    though  to  say 
the  troth,  such  was  the  distress  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  it  stood  in  no  need  of  exaggera- 
tion, in  order  to  awaken  the  deepest  in- 
terest.    His  connection  with  Bolton  was 
a  verv  peculiar  one.     He  went  there  with- 
out local  knowledge    or   influence,    and 
though  his  being  sent  to  that  House  as  the 
representative  of  Bolton  was  in  itself  an 
abundant  and  striking  evidence  of  the  dis- 
tress that  prevailed  amongst  the  inhabit- 
ants, still  he  owned,  that  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  had  been  elected,  did,  in 
themselves,  impose  upon  him  the  obliga- 
tion   to    make    himself  thoroughly    ac- 
quainted with  the  condition  of  the  people, 
and  to  state  to  Parliament  such  facts  as  he 
could  rely  on.     He  could  have  wished,  in- 
deed, that  his  hon.  Colleague  had  been 
present  to  confirm  his  assertion  as  to  the 
extent  of  distress  existing  in  Bolton.     But 
he  repeated,  the  statements  he  had  made 
were  substantially  true.     One  of  the  guar- 
dians of  Bolton,  he  must  say,  had,  in  an 
uncourteous  and  uncalled  for  manner,  ven. 
tored  to  impeach  bis  personal  veracity,  and 
to  represent  him  as  unworthy  of  belief. 
He  would  tell  the  House  how  he  had  pro- 
ceeded, and  leave  it  to  judge  whether  he 
had  acted  unbecomingly.     At  a  public 
meeting  held  m  Bolton  ne  heard  tales  of 


sorrow  told  to  him,  that  harrowed  up  his 
very  heart.     Hearing  them,  it  became  his 
duty  to  inquire  into  them,  and  if  he  found 
them  borne  out  by  evidence,  to  represent 
them  in  Parliament — to  plead  the  cause  of 
the  suffering  poor  in  the  presence  of  the 
privileged  and  the  opulent,    One  gentle- 
man, who  had  been  a  guardian  of  the  poor, 
brought  forward  several  cases  of  extreme 
distress.     He  asked  for  the  assistance  of 
that  gentleman  and  of  Mr.  Edmund  Ash- 
worth,  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the 
people.     Mr.  Ashworth,  as  well  as  the 
religious  body  to  which  he  belongs,  haa 
been  honoured  with  the  disparaging  notice 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Knaresborough. 
He  spoke  almost  sneeringiy  of  a  sect  that 
professed   benevolence  ;    but  in  his  (Dn 
Bowring's)  judgment,  it  would  be  diflScult 
to  find  a  community  ifrho  professed  so  little, 
and  who  practised  so  much  of  genuine 
Christian  beneficence — and  Mr.  Ashworth, 
in  particular,  was  one  of  those  men  who 
"  do  good  by  stealth,  and  blush  to  find  it 
fame" — one  whose  history  might  be  re* 
corded  in  daily  acts,  by  which  sorrow  is 
solaced,  and  happiness  augmented.      He 
(Dr.  Bowring)  visited  the  cellars  of  the 
poor.     He  made  many  memorandums ;  he 
would  read  to  the  House  one  of  these  re. 
cords  which  he   then  wrote  down,  as  it 
would  be  found  to  throw  some  light  upon 
the  condition  of  the  poor,  and  he  had  not 
selected  it,  but  it  chanced  to  be  the  very 
first  on  which  he  had  laid  his  hand,  when 
turning  over  his  papers.     It  was  that  of  a 
poor  man,  aged  40  years,   his  wife    36. 
They  had  had  ten  children,  seven  of  whom 
were  dead.      He  had    been   twenty-one 
weeks  without  work.     He  had  2s.  6d  per 
week,  parish  relief,  and  some  time  before, 
50^.  had  been  given   them,  but  all  that 
money  was,  before  his  visit,  spent,  and  they 
had  pledged   everything    they   possesseo. 
Their  eldest  boy  was  13  years  of  age,  and 
when  employe<l  got  4s,  per  week.     The 
family  was  in  nearly  a  perishing    con- 
dition,   and    they    had    sold    all     their 
furniture  to  procure  the  necessaries  of  life. 
In  these  inquiries  they  were  accompanied 
by  such  a  multitude  that  he  was  at  length 
obliged  to  give  them  up,  lest  he  should  be 
accused  of  ostentation.     He   was  not  of 
the  opinion    of    the  hon.    Member    for 
Knaresboruugh  (Mr.  Ferrand)  that  bene- 
volence should  sound  the  trump  before  it, 
or  come  down  to  that  House  to  parade  its 
own  great  doings.     He  found  the  distress 
to  be  very  great,  and  the  demands  upon 
hia  charity  larger  than  he  could  supply. 
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want  of  food/'  Mr.  Naisbjr  had  sent  with 
his  correspoddeoce  two  letters.  The  first 
was  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Beneroleot 
Society,  which  existed  in  that  town»  fur 
inquiring  into  and  relieving  distress.  This 
letter  was  dated  September  17,  1841,  and 
was  as  follows.*—* 


for  he  had  not  the  privilege  of  wealth,  and 
he  could  say,  without  shame,  that  having 
known  many  vicissitudes,  and  been  discip- 
lined by  many  afflictions,  they  had  taught 
him,  at  leasts  to  listen  willingly,  and  to 
feel  deeply  for  the  afflictions  of  others.  But 
having  been  thus  compelled  to  abandon  his 
personal  investigation  he   had  requested 
Mr.  Naisby  to  give  him  a  statement  as  to 
the  facts,  which  had  elicited  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  right  hon.  Baronel.     Under 
his  direction  an  assistant  Poor-law  com- 
missioner had  been  sent  to  Bolton  in  order 
to  examine  into  the  facts  which  he  had 
reported  to  the  House,  and  he  had  to  thank 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  of  the 
Home  Department,  who  had  kindly  and 
courteously  communicated  to  him  the  report 
that  had  been  made  on  this  subiect  by  the 
gentleman  who  bad  been  sent,  lliat  report 
proved  that  what  Mr.  Naisby  believed  to 
he  the  case,  that  a  coroners  inquest  had 
been  held,  and  which  represented  that  the 
nan  had  been  found  dead  at  his  loom,  was 
undoubtedly  erroneous.    But  the  House 
would  forgive  him  if  he  read  a  quotation 
from  the  letter    that   Mr.  Naisby  sent 
to  him,  as  it  would  fully  excuse  that 
gentleman   from    making   an  intentional 
nisrepreseutation.      He    said   that,   not 
being  a  gtiardian  at  the  time,  he  was  not 
called  upon  till  the  man  was  dead.    The 
widow  stated  to  the  assistant  Poor-law 
Commissioner  that  no  application  had  bt'en 
made  to  the  Poor-law  guardians ;  but  then 
he  (Dr.  Bowring),  it  would  be  recollected, 
had  brought  no  accusation  against  the 
Poor«law  guardians.    He  had  not  stated 
that  they  had  refused  relief.     He  thought 
now   he  could  show  the  House^  that  the 
substantive  fact  of  a  man  perishing  from 
want,  and  being  found  dead  on  his  loom, 
was  borne  out  by  irrefragable  evidence.   A 
jury  had  been  called  together,  but  owinff 
to  some  circumstances,  tney  did  not  record 
any  verdict,  and  the  only  erroneous  im- 
pression which  he  would  have  conveyed  to 
the   House  was,  that  the  verdict  of  the 
jury  had  been  recorded.     Why  it  was  not 
recorded  it  was  not  for  liitn  to  say.     He 
understood  the  reason  alleged  was,  that  no 
blame  attached  to  any  narty.     But  that  a 
jury  ►aw  the  body  could  not  be  denied — 
for  one  of  the  jury  called  upon  Mr.  Naisby, 
the    day  after   the  inquest,    and   stated 
that  they  had  returned  a  verdict  of  **  died 
from  want  of  food.*'     A  reporter  of  the 
Conservative  paper  stated  to  the  board  of 
guardians  that  he  was  one  of  the  jury,  and 
they  had  rtturocd  a  verdict  of  <«  died  from 


*'  Allow  me  to  lay  before  you  a  few  facu 
respecting  the  case  of  William  Pearce,  late  of 
Howell-croft,  in  this  township,  who  died  from 
want  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  Being  a  visi« 
tor  as  well  as  one]  of  the  committee  of  the  Be- 
nevolent Society,  established  in  this  township, 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  sickness  and 
destitution,  I  was  called  upon  to  visit  the  ca!ie 
of  William  Petrce*  When  I  found  theoellar^ 
he  was  dead,  laid  out  on  a  pair  of  looms ; 
there  was  no  bed,  only  some  little  sacking, 
the  whole  of  the  furniture,  an  old  stool  or  two, 
an  old  table,  and  a  set  of  bedsteads,  all  of 
them  not  worth  carrjing  away.  I  inquired 
into  the  cause  of  his  death,  and  it  was  my 
opinion  that  the  man  had  died  for  want  of 
food,  though  he  had  been  sick  some  time  pre<> 
viously.  The  earnings  of  the  family  were  only 
4«.  a  week,  unless  the  man*s  wife  got  some* 
thing  by  begging.  I  reported  the  ease  lo  the 
committee  that  nigbt,  and  after  stating  the 
particulars,  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
that  meeting  that  he  died  for  want  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  and  that  is  their  opinion 
still,  the  case  hairing  been  again  brought  Wore 
them  on  the  loth  instant." 

This  was  strong  evidence,  and  another 
man,  who  was  a  neighbour  of  the  suffer* 
ersy  sent  this  additional  corroboration  :--- 

**  I  state  Ibis  as  (kcu,  respecting  a  aian  that 
lived  a  neighbour  to  roe,  of  the  name  of 
William  Pcaree,  late  of  HowelUorofi*  The 
first  time  that  I  had  any  aoquaintance  with 
him,  he  called  to  see  if  I  had  an  old  pair  of 
shoes  that  t  could  give  to  him ;  I  told  him 
that  I  gave  my  old  clothes  to  one  of  my  ap- 
prentice's  parents,  who  I  thought  was  in  great 
distress ;  and  he  said  to  me,  if  they  were  as 
bad  off  as  he  was,  God  help  them,  for  he  nor 
his  family  had  not  broke  their  fast  since  yes* 
terday.  So  I  questioned  him,  and  I  found 
him  in  a  state  of  starvation.  He  invited  ma 
in,  and  I  found  them  in  the  greatest  distress. 
One  pair  of  bedstocks  for  him,  and  wife,  and 
two  daughters.  No  bedding  at  all.  They  were 
obliged  to  sleep  in  their  clothes.  The  seats 
they  sat  upon  were  bricks  and  stones,  before 
I  gave  to  them  two  old  stools.  This  was 
about  six  months  before  the  person  died,  tie 
died  on  Sunday,  on  whioh  his  wife  oame  to 
my  misses  and  said  that  her  husband  had 

r'ven  over  stirring.  She  thought  he  was  dead, 
was  sent  for,  and  I  found  him  dead.  I  went 
up  to  the  relieving  officer  and  brought  him 
down.  He  was  laid  out  on  a  pair  of  looms, 
and  we  found  a  sheet  to  lay  over  him,  and 
when  it  came  bsek  I  was  obliged  to  barn  li^ 
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on  aceouol  of  tbt  hundreds  of  filth  that  had 
crept  on  it.  Their  earnings  was  about  4s.  per 
week,  and  It.  9d.  for  rent  out  of  that.  It  was 
all,  with  the  exception  of  what  his  wife  got  by 
hegging.  I  hate  actually  seen  the  roan  pick 
potatoes  oiTthe  midden  which  had  been  thrown 
away  on  account  of  being  rotten,  and  I  have 
ffone  into  the  cellar  in  about  an  hour  after  and 
I  have  found  them  boiled  up  together,  and 
they  have  been  seen  eating  them  for  dinner. 
There  has  been  no  deceit  about  it,  for  I  often 
went  in  unknown  to  them.  The  person  actu- 
ally died  from  want." 

This  letter  was  signed  "  William  Coop, 
Ashburner-street.*'  He  considered  it  would 
not  hare  been  becoming  in  him  if  he  did 
not  bring  forward  such  statements  as  these, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  to  Parliament 
the  condition  of  the  people.  He  had 
stated,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  there 
were  1,200  houses  unoccupied  in  Bolton. 
He  dared  to  saj,  that  in  Bolton,  as  in  other 
places,  the  rage  for  building  had  gone  be- 
yond the  demand.  But  tlien,  since  he  had 
made  that  statement,  there  were  1,400 
houses  unoccupied,  while  none  had  been 
built.  Now  as  the  population  was  increas* 
ing,  could  there  be  a  more  incontestable 
eridence  of  distress  than  that  two  hundred 
additional  houses  had  been  abandoned  in 
so  short  a  period }  Of  the  poor-rates,  only 
two^tliirds  could  be  collectedi  in  conse- 
quence of  the  great  distress  that  pervaded 
tne  town  and  neighbourhood.  By  a  letter 
which  he  bad  receired,  it  seemed  that  the 
work  people  in  iron  imd  machinery  were 
only  employed  half  time;  that  engineers 
were  nearlv  in  the  same  situation ;  that 
masons,  bricklayers,  and  joiners  were  only 
ooe^third  employed,  and  that  tailors,  shoe* 
makers^  and  iiand.loom  wearers  were  even 
worse  off  than  that.  On  Friday,  a  meeting 
had  been  held  at  Bolton,  when  it  was 
unanimously  resolved,  that  a  memorial 
should  be  presented  to  her  Mi^^sty.  It 
stated  the  existing  and  increasing  suffer* 
iDgs  of  the  people,  and  entreated  of  her 
Majesty  not  to  prorogue  Parliament  until 
there  had  been  a  thorough  and  searching 
inquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  present  em- 
barrassroent  and  distress.  At  that  meeting, 
an  appeal  had  been  made,  whether  the 
statements  he  had  made  were  true,  and 
there  was  a  general  cry  that  the  sute  of 
tbinga  was  such  as  he  had  represented  them 
to  be.  Three  reverend  gentlemen  attended 
that  meeting,  they  were  all  known  to  him, 
and  he  would  venture  to  say  of  them  that 
they  would  not  deviate  a  hair's  breadth 
from  the  strictest  veracity.  The  rev.  Mr, 
Baker,  at  the  meeting,  thus  spoke  :-^ 


"  He  could  appeal  to  every  class  for  evidenoe 
that  the  distress  was  universal.  He  would 
make  no  selection;  he  could  go  from  the 
capitalist  to  the  labourers  of  every  dass-^ 
from  the  hand-loom  to  the  power-loom— from 
the  foondryman  to  the  spade-labourer — from 
the  master- spinner  to  the  operative.  He  would 
make  no  distinction,  for  the  distress  was  known 
to  be  universal.  It  pervaded  every  class;  it 
had  made  large  properties  small,  and  small 
properties  had  become  eitinct.  Many  had 
Sunk  from  one  class  to  another,  until  they  had 
become  paupers.  The  cheerful  and  good- 
tempered  artizan  had  become  sullen  and  sus- 
picious; I  hey  were  driven  from  the  markets, 
and  almost  from  the  streets,  to  hide  their 
poverty  and  their  wretchedness  in  some  comer, 
the  resort  of  misery,  removed  from  the  public 
eye.  It  had  driven  many,  and  that  his  pro* 
fessional  duties  had  enabled  him  to  know, 
from  the  house  of  God.  They  bad  parted  with, 
or  worn  omt,  the  decent  clothing  in  which  it 
was  once  their  pride  to  appear,  and  they  could 
not  obtain  other  clothing  in  its  place,  for  it 
required  all  they  obtained  to  maintaio  exist- 
ence,  any  roan  could  not  do  that  without  con« 
tracting  debts,  and  falling  into  the  paths  of 
guilt  and  misery.  The  employers  were  also 
suffering;  they  were  filling  the  GoMette,  and 
m^ny  who  had  not  appeared  in  that  record 
of  falling  trade  had  made  quiet  compositions,  in 
the  hope  of  being  able  to  keep  on  a  little  longer." 

Another  clergyman  was  reported  to  have 
stated— 

*'  Several  heart-rending  oases  of  distress,  to 
which  the  audience  listened  with  breathless 
silence.  One  of  them  was  a  case  where  a  dc'* 
serving  family  wanted  for  two  days.  He  de< 
fied  Sir  Robert  Peel  to  deny  the  statement  he 
was  making.** 

He  begged  to  repeat  the  eapression  of 
his  gratitude  to  the  Government  for  having 
sent  down  a  commissioner  to  inquire ;  but 
then  he  trusted  the  inquiry  would  not  be  a 
partial  one.  Heunderstood  that  the  commis<* 
sioner  who  had  gone  to  Bolton  had  remained 
there  only  twenty*four  hours.  Perhaps  it 
was  to  make  but  one  particular  inquiry* 
He  hoped,  however,  that  it  would  be  more 
extended,  in  order  that  the  Government 
might  learn  the  urgetiifc  necessity  there 
was  upon  them  to  make  inquiry  into  the 
cause  of,  and  to  provide  some  remedy  for,  the 
sufferings  of  the  people.  The  riffht  hon* 
Baronet  had  made  a  statement  with  regerd 
to  savings  banks,  from  which  he  bad  drawn 
the  deduction,  that  already  there  might  be 
considered  to  be  an  amelioration  in  the 
condition  of  the  working  classes.  It  would, 
he  believed,  be  found,  on  examination, 
that  the  savings  banks  would  lead  to  very 
deceptive  results,  if  it  were  supposed  that 
artisans  were  the  principal  depMtors.  Tb« 
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number  of  artizans,  he  believed,  was  com- 

ritively  few.  The  principal  coDtributors 
imagined,  were  domestic  servants,  a 
class  who  did  not  suffer  much  in  periods  of 
distress,  but  who  at  those  periods  can  live 
cheaper,  as  the  articles  they  consumed 
were  at  a  lower  price.  It  would  too  be  well 
for  the  Premier  to  consider,  that  at  the 
period  to  which  he  referred,  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  money  circulated  at  the  elec- 
tions, and  perhaps  some  of  that  had  found 
its  way  into  the  savings  banks.  It  would, 
be  thought,  be  desirable  that  the  profes- 
sions of  the  depositors  at  savings  banks 
should  be  generally  stated.  It  was  so  done 
at  one  oi  the  best-conducted  savings*  banks 
in  the  kingdom.  By  looking  to  an  extract 
from  its  accounts,  which  was  for  1840,  they 
would  see  how  many  of  the  operative 
classes  were  contributors.  And  though 
the  savings  banks  in  the  heart  of  manu- 
facturing districts,  was  not  perfectly  ana- 
logous* yet  the  details  would  serve  to 
illustrate  the  subject  generally.  There 
were,  in  the  Devon  and  Exeter  Bank, 
29,643  accounts*  Of  these  there  were, 
6,130  domestic  servants,  11,538  connected 
with  trade,  but  of  these  there  were  5,445 
children.  There  were  9,252  agriculturists, 
1,320  belonffing  to  the  army  and  navy, 
1,433  public  servants,  mwng  in  ail 
29,643,  but  of  these  12,604  were  children, 
while  the  whole  number  of  artisans  classed 
under  the  heads  of  artificers  and  handi- 
craftsmen was  but  2,200,  making  one-thir- 
teenth of  the  whole  number  of  depositors. 
The  amount  deposited  was  no  less  than 
868,032/.  of thb  194,175/.  lls.Ad.  belong- 
ing to  domestic  servants  and  86, 168/.  3s.  5i/. 
to  artisans,  making  about  one  tenth  of  the 
whole  monev  amount.  He  knew  that  it 
was  very  diticult  to  argue  from  particulars 
to  generals,  but  the  fact  he  stated  showed 
how  little  reliance  could  be  placed  upon 
savings  banks  returns,  to  prove  the  pros- 
perous condition  of  the  operative  classes. 
He  would  next  direct  their  attention  to 
the  last  report  of  the  registrar-general. 
It  was  one  that  must  strike  them,  as 
showing  the  mortality  that  existed 
amongst  the  manufiicturing  population. 
By  that  return  'it  appesred  that  Uie 
number  of  deaths  was,  in  the  metropolitan 
district- 
In  1837..S8  •  .  .  53,597  deaths 
1838-39  .  .  .  46,758 
1839-40    .    •     .    45,132 

Thus  they  saw  that  there  was  a  decrease 
of  16  per  cent,  in  deaths.    Let  them  take 


the  whole  country^  and  what  was  the  re« 
suit :  — 

In  1837-38    .    .    .    335,956  deaths 

1838-39     .    .     .     331,007 

1839-40    .     .    .     350,101 
This  made  a  general  increase  of  deaths  in 
the  whole  country  of  four  per  cent.     But 
what  was  the  return  for  Lancashire,  south 
of  Morecamb  >    There  were — 

In  1837-38    •    .    .    22,932  deaths 

1838-39     .    .     .     26,606 

1839-40    .     •    .    31,983 

This  showed  an  increase  in  the  deaths  of 
40  per  cent  What,  then,  were  the  facta 
that  these  documents  presented  to  them  ? 
That  there  had  been  in  the  metropolis  a 
decrease  of  deaths — that  in  England  and 
Wales  taken  together  there  was  an  increase 
of  4  per  cent.,  while  in  the  manufacturing 
districts,  excluding  Manchester  and  liver- 
pool,  for  which  special  returns  were  made, 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  deaths  of  40 
per  cent.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
many  of  these  localities  had  been  visited 
by  pestilential  and  mortiferous  diseases; 
but  was  it  not  evident  that  those  diseases 
were  the  companions  of  and  the  testimonies 
to  the  great  misery  and  excessive  distress 
of  the  people — that  this  continual  increase 
of  mortality  was  an  evidence  of  still  ex- 
tending sufferings.  He  looked  next  to 
the  return  of  deaths  of  children  under  one 
year  of  age,  for  the  year  1839-1840,  and 
he  found  the  general  average  of  1,000  re- 
gistered deaths  was  151— in  the  metro, 
polls  161,  in  the  manu&cturing  district  of 
Lancashire  191  in  the  thousand,  and  of 
1,000  births,  the  ^neral  average  was  218 
— in  the  metropolis  194,  in  the  manufac- 
turing districts  of  Lancashire  248.  He 
stated  these  facts  these  indisputable  facts; 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty,  and  for  this  he  had 
been  accused  of  fomenting  popular  passions, 
and  of  fanning  the  flame  of  public  discon- 
tent. But  the  danger  to  the  public  p^ce 
was  not  in  the  statements  of  existing 
misery — it  was  in  the  existence  of  the 
misery.  Had  he  Hbwever  sought  to  flatter 
prejudices  and  to  connect  himself  with  the 
most  excited  agitation  of  the  working 
classes,  he  should  have  pursued  a  very 
different  course  on  the  subject  of  the  Poor- 
laws.  On  that  matter  he  held  a  strong 
opinion,  but  he  had  come  to  the  conclunon 
that  the  Com -law  and  the  Poor  Jaw  couKl 
not  long  exist  together.  He  was  willing 
that  her  Majesty's  Government  should 
take  the  question  of  the  Poor-law  into 
their  hands,  as  he  did  not  see  any  para* 
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QOttot  motire  which  ou^ht  to  prevent 
them  from  doing  thai  which  was  just  and 
equitable.  It  was  desirable  to  protect  the 
rate-payers;  it  was  necessary  to  aid  the 
suffering;  and  he  agreed  with  those  who 
thought  that  the  measure  ought  not  to  be 
interfered  with  in  any  of  its  details,  for  he 
would  not  give  to  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment the  power  of  turning  round  upon 
them,  and  saying  that  the  Opposition  had 
taken  the  measure  into  their  hands,  and 
thus  throw  from  their  own  shoulders  the 
responsibility  that  ought  to  attach  to  them. 
Again  he  thanked  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Home  Department, 
for  the  personal  kindness  that  he  had 
sfaowo  to  him  in  this  matter;  He  heard 
irom  him  that  there  was  some  technical 
objection  to  the  production  of  the  docu- 
ments he  desired  to  see  laid  before  the 
House.  He  felt  it  necessary  however  in 
his  own  justification  to  say^  what  he  had 
said,  and  he  had  only  now  to  express  the 
wish  that  no  respect  for  his  position  as  a 
Member  of  Parliament— that  no  apprehen- 
sion of  wounding  his  feelings,  would  in- 
duce  the  right  hon.  Baronet  to  withhold 
the  report,  either  as  to  the  particular  foct 
he  had  mentioned,  or  as  regarded  the  ge« 
neral  condition  of  the  poor.  The  hon. 
Member  concluded  by  moving  for  copies 
of  correspondence  between  the  Home-oflSce 
and  the  Poor-law  commissioners  on  the 
aulject  of  distress  in  Bolton;  with  the 
report  of  the  assistant-commissioner  sent 
by  her  Majesty's  Government  to  inquire 
into  alleged  cases  of  destitution  and  denth, 
referred  to  in  the  debates  in  Parliament 
during  the  present  Session. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  granting  of 
the  latter  portion  of  the  motion  would  be 
a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House. 

Sir  James  Oraham  said,  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  technical  difficulty  referred 
to  by  the  Speaker,  he  would  gladly  have 
seconded  the  motion.  He  would,  how- 
ever, suggest  an  amendment  which  would 
avoid  this  difficulty.  He  would  propose, 
that  the  words  "  or  extracts  **  be  inserted^ 
and  as  the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton  had 
in  his  hands  the  entire  report  exactly  as 
it  had  been  received,  be  would  see  that 
the  extracts  given  would  exclude  nothing 
from  the  report  that  in  any  way  bore  upon 
the  facts  of  the  case.  With  this  single 
reserve,  thereibre,  out  of  deference  to  the 
privileges  of  the  House,  he  would  consent 
to  the  motion  of  the  hon.  Member.  If 
•acb  caution  was  to  be  observed  on  ac- 
count of  the  privileget  of  that  House  to 
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giving  answers  to  statements  of  facts,  be 
must  in  passing  observe,  that  the  obliga- 
tion was  much  more  imperative  on  Mem- 
bers who  made  those  statements,  that  they 
should   be   as   careful    as   circumstances 
would  allow  of,  to  inform  themselves  ac- 
curately of  the  facts  of  a  case  before  they 
brought  it  before  the  House.     Because  it 
was  one  thing  to  make  a  statement  to  that 
House  of  a  very  harrowing  description, 
excitin<^  the  feelings  of  the  House  and  the 
country  to  the  greatest  extent,  and  to  al- 
low that  statement  to  go  forth  uncontra. 
dieted  under  the  sanction  of  that  House ; 
and  it  was  another  thing,  after  a  lapse  of 
time,  when  the  statement  might  receive  a 
perfect  contradiction,  to  prevent  its  having 
the  same  authority  given  to  the  contra- 
diction, under  the  plea  of  privilege.    He 
hoped,    therefore,  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
would  feel  the  cogent  necessity  for  using 
the  utmost  caution  in  making  statements 
calculated  to  excite  and  irritate  the  public 
mind.     He  would   suggest  to   Members 
who  had  statements  to  make  with  regard 
to  the  administration  of  the  Poor-law,  and 
affecting  the  conduct  of  those  who  were 
officially  charged  with  the  relief  of  the 
poor,  that  they  would  have  the  kindness 
to  transmit  their  statements  of  facts  to  him 
in  writing,  and  he  would  take  care  that 
those  statements  should  be  strictly  investi- 
gated.   He  had  taken  this  care  with  regard 
to  a  statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Knaresborough  (Mr.  Ferrand),  and  he  had 
adopted  a  similar  course  with  regard  to  the 
boo.  Member  for  Rochdale.     Those  Gen- 
tlemen had  readily  consented  to  furnish 
him  in  writing  with  the  facts  which  they 
wished  to  have  investigated,  and  he  should 
take  care  that  the  strictest  investigation 
should  take  place.     Now,  with  respect  to 
the  statement  of  the   hon.   Member   for 
Bolton,  he  appeared  to  think   that  the 
inquiry  had   been  conducted  in  a  most 
bungling  manner,  and,  because  the  as- 
sistant Poor-law  commissioner,  Mr.  Mott, 
had  only  occupied   twenty-four  hours  in 
the  inquiry,  he  could   not  have  properly 
investigated  the  facts.     He  was  not  sure 
as   to  the  duration   of  the  stay  of  Mr. 
Mott  at  Bolton  ;  it  was  urgent  to  have  an 
answer  to  the  statements  that  had  been 
made,  but  whatever  might  have  been  the 
duration  of  the  stay,  in  the  report  which 
he  would  present  to  the  House  it  would 
be  seen  that  he  had  brought  before  him 
all  the  leading  officers,  the  members  of 
the  board  of  guardians ;  he  went  through 
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allthestatemenU  seriatim  which  had  been 
made  id  the  House  on  theoccaiion  referred 
to;  and  in  the  report  would  be  found, 
point  by  point,  an  answer  to  every  state- 
ment.   The  hon.  Member  had  introduced 
some  fresh  statements  that  night.     When 
the  matter  really  was  the  accuracy  of  for- 
mer statements,  it  was  somewhat  extraor* 
dinary  to  introduce  new  matter  to  change 
the  issue ;  and  although  he  did  not  for  a 
moment  mean  to  say  that  he  bad  any 
doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of  those  state- 
ments, still  bethought  he  might  say,  with- 
out offence,   that  he  hoped    that,  with 
regard  to  ihese  new  statements,  the  hon. 
Member  had  exercised  greater  caution  than 
on  previous  occasions.    The  drst  case  was 
with  reference  to  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Pearce»  who  was  said  to  have  died   of 
extreme  want.    In  this  case,  the  coroner 
for  Bolton  was  called  upon  to  hold  an 
inquest,  but  he  satisfied  himself  thai  there 
were  no  grounds  for  holding  an  inquest— 
that  there  was  not  even  a  prima  facie 
case.    The  coroner  for  the  county  was 
not  so  scrupulous ;  he  held  ao  inquest 
in  the  absence  of  the  relieving  officer,  and 
he  himself  admitted  afterwards,  that  had 
the  evidence  of  the  relieving  officer  been 
received,  the  jury  would  not  have  returned 
the  verdict  they  did.     Now,  what  was  the 
statement  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Bolton  1 
He  stated,  that  he  went  to  the  House  of 
Pearce,  who  had  a  wife  and  four  children ; 
that  he  found  two  of  the  children  lying 
upon  straw,  without  covering;    that  be 
went  up  stairs,  and  found  the  father  dead 
on  the  boards,  without  bed  or  bedding, 
and  that  the  wife  said  before  he  died  he 
wished  for  a  little  bread  and  cheese  (  that 
she  could  not  get  any  from  the  neigh* 
hours,  and  that  he  died  entirely  from  want 
of  food.   Now  he  would  read  the  evidence 
of  the  wife  respecting  the  death  of  her 
husband,  as  taken  by  Mr.  Mott,  the  as- 
sistant Poor-law  commissioner.    Mr.  Mott 
stated,  that  ;*^ 
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"  He  visited  the  widow  of  the  deceased,  and 
the  statement  made  by  her  certainly  did  not 
justify  the  original  statement  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber.  She  informed  him  that  her  husband  died 
in  February,  1840,  a  year  and  a  half  ago; 
that  he  was  sixty-five  years  of  age,  that  he  had 
been  ill  for  eighteen  weeks,  that  he  had  plenty 
of  work  when  he  was  well,  and  worked  at 
intervals  while  he  was  ill ;  that  she  herself 
and  ber  two  daughters  were  fully  employed, 
and  earned  9f.  Od.  a  week  at  the  time  of  her 
husband's  death,  and  that  they  had  not  applied 


to  the  parish  for  relief  because  they  were  com- 
fortably off.** 

The  second  case,  which  the  hon.  Gen» 
tleman  had  not  touched  upon  that  even- 
ing, but  which  he  referred  to  on  a  fornaer 
evening,  was  that  of  a  man  of  the  name 
of  Bristow.    The  following  was  the  state* 
ment,  namely,  that  this  man,  his  wife,  and 
two  daughters,  slept  upon  straw,  that  the 
wife  and  daughters  were  out  of  work*  that 
the  roan  could  earn  only  4<.  a  week,  and 
that  they  were  reduced  to  the  greatest 
distress.    Now  the  fact  was,  that  in  Au^ 
gust,  1839,  the  case  of  Bristow  was  re- 
ported to  the  relieving  officer,  and  he  then 
received  7s.  a  week ;    that  the  case  waa 
subsequently    reported  to  the  board  of 
guardians,  and  they  directed  IDs,  a  week 
to  be  sent  to  him,  and  ordered  him  a  aup* 
ply  of  bedding.     Now,  with  respect  to  the 
inquiry  generally,  into  the  state  of  the 
poor  at  Bolton,  he  waa  very  far  from  de- 
nyiog  that  severe  distress  eiisud.     He 
admitted  that  it  did  exist  unhappily  ie 
some  parts  of  Bolton,  but  gross  exaggera* 
tion    had    been    employed   with    regard 
to    the    extent    to   which   it  did    exist. 
The  hon.  Member  had  trulv  stated  that 
an  investigation  had  taken  place  into  the 
state  of  the  poor  at  Bolton  ;  and  he  had 
in  his  hand  the  report  of  the  assistant 
Poor-law  commissioner  on  the  subject  of 
that  inquiry.     He  believed,  however^  it 
would  be  more  satiafactory  to  the  House 
that  he  should  read,  not  the  statement  of 
the  Poor-law  eommiesioner,  but  ef  one  of 
the  relievlng-offieere,  whose  evMenee  had 
been  taken  by  the  assistani -commissioner, 
Mr.  Mott,  within  these  few  days;  it  waa 
as  follows  I — 

*'  I  recollect  about  Christmas  last  some  of 
the  ratepayers  formed  themselves  into  a  con)- 
mittee  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the 
state  of  the  poor  at  Bdtoo." 

He  did  not  know  whether  this  was  prior 
to  the  inquiry  referred  to  by  the  non. 
Gentleman  or  subsequent  to  it,  [Dr. 
Bowring :  I  made  no  inquiry.]  Then  he 
(Sir  J.  Graham)  would  inform  the  House 
of  the  inquiry  which  had  taken  place,  its 
nature,  and  its  results. 

'^  A  statement  was  made  that  several  famU 
lies  had  been  visited.  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  examine  these  cases  and  compare  them 
with  what  I  knew  to  be  the  correct  sUte  of 
the  facts.  The  result  was,  that  in  every  case 
represeautions  had  been  made  which  were 
not  true :  the  amoent  of  their  eaveiags  waa 
iaeorrcetly  su(ed«  and  in  eftnrciee  a  c* 
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ing  had  betn  given  implyitig  a  greater  dagree 
•f  want  than  really  existed.  I  ehatged  one 
woman  with  telling  untnitha,  and  misleading 
the  ratepayers  as  to  the  state  in  which  she  was, 
when  she  confessed  she  had  told  falsehoods, 
and  endeavoured  to  make  her  case  as  bad  as 
she  couldg  thinking  they  were  about  to  dis- 
tribote  blankets,  and  she  owned,  if  I  had  not 
interfered^  she  eipected  to  get  something 
from  them.  Very  slight  dependence  can  be 
placed  on  statements  tlius  obtained.  I  am 
told  they  were  published  in  other  districts  ex» 
tensively,  and  they  hare  had  a  most  mis- 
chievous effect.  A  large  meeting  was  held 
with  reference  to  the  Corn-laws,  when  those 
statements  of  the  committee  were  read  and 
commented  upon." 

This  was  confirmed  by  Mr.  Mott.  300 
caiei  were  investigated  for  the  purposes 
of  an  Anti-Corn-law  meeting  about  to  be 
beld  at  Bolton.  There  was  the  grossest 
exaggeration  in  all  of  them ;  they  were 
got  up  for  a  particular  purpose  ;  these  ex- 
aggerations  served  their  object ;  they  were 
quoted  and  commented  upon  at  the  An(i- 
Corn-law  meeting.  They  were  detected, 
but  they  were  even  now  re- produced  in 
Parliament  to  serve  a  somewhat  subsidiary 
purpose.  He  would  only  observe  on  one 
Other  point  which  had  been  touched  on 
by  the  bon.  Member-^the  number  of  un- 
inhabited bouses  at  Bolton.  That  sub, 
i'ect  also  bad  been  investigated  by  the 
'oor-law  commissioners.  It  was  attemp-* 
ted  to  be  shown  that  the  number  of  un<- 
inhabited  houses  at  Bolton  was  attributed 
to  the  extraordinary  distress  and  great 
poverty  of  the  inhabitants.  Now,  the 
statement  made  by  Mr.  Molt  was  this : — 
He  said, 

^If  the  number  of  houses  were  taken 
with  referenoe  to  the  given  proportion  of  the 
population,  they  would  amount  to  16,830.  Or 
if  the  number  of  inhabited  and  uninhabited 
bouses  had  increased  in  the  same  ratio  as  the 
population,  they  would  be  17,.584  ;  but  actually 
the  number  was  20,292,  being  3,490  more 
than  were  required,  and  2,700  more  than 
would  have  been  built  if  the  number  had  in. 
creased  only  with  the  rate  of  the  population, 
eomparing  1831  with  the  present  time.'' 

Ho  then  instituted  comparisons  with 
other  townsi  and  said, 

"The  number  of  uninhabited  houses  in 
Bolton,  whether  taken  in  reference  to  the  in- 
erease  of  population,  or  viewed  in  comparison 
with  other  large  districts,  cannot  be  fairly 
fonsidered  as  having  any  bearing  on  the  ques- 
tion of  depression ;  hut,  I  believe,  must  be 
attributed  to  over-speculation  in  houses,  or, 
in  other  words,  to  ovtr-production.*' 


How  did  he  prove  that  ?  He  showed, 
that  whereas  the  number  of  houses  alto- 
gether at  Bolton,  with  reference  to  the 
population,  and  in  comparison  with  Liver- 
pool and  other  towns,  should  have  been 
only  17,500,  in  point  of  fact  there  ware 
not  17.500,  but  20,000,  being  one-eighth 
more  than  was  absolutely  required  with 
reference  to  the  population  of  the  town« 
The  hon.  Member  bad  referred  to  the 
increased  number  of  deaths  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  as  evinced  by  the  reports 
of  the  registrar- general,  which  had  within 
these  few  days  been  laid  on  the  Table. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  was  versed  in  statis* 
tics,  and  should  have  recollected  that  until 
the  registration  of  births,  deaths,  and 
marriages  had  been  established  in  this 
country,  there  were  no  returns  of  sufficient 
accuracy  to  be  relied  on.  Ghreat  allowance 
must,  therefore,  be  made  for  a  larger  num- 
ber of  deaths  being  brought  to  account. 
At  all  events,  they  most  not  attribute  that 
fact  to  a  larger  number  of  deaths  really 
taking  place  than  at  any  former  given 
period.  If  the  hon.  Member  would  favour 
him  with  any  additional  facts,  be  promised 
that  an  inquiry  should  take  place.  The 
report  he  held  in  his  hand  should  certainly 
be  laid  in  extenso  before  the  House,  when 
he  trusted  hon.  Members,  bearing  in  mind 
the  statements  which  bad  been  made,  and 
contrasting  them  with  the  facts  adduced 
in  evidence  before  the  assistant  Poor-law 
commissioner,  would  see  how  much  abate- 
ment  was  to  be  made  oq  the  score  of 
truth  and  misrepresentation. 

Sir  R.  Peel  wished  to  take  this  op- 
portunity for  making  some  reference  to 
statements  which  were  made  on  a  former 
evening  as  proofs  of  the  distress  prevailing 
in  certain  districts  of  the  country.  He 
was  sure  the  House  would  recollect  that 
no  man  could  admit  more  fully  than  he 
did  that  in  certain  districts  of  this  country, 
particularly  the  districts  connected  with 
the  cotton  manufacture,  considerable  dis- 
tress existed,  and  that  the  manufacturing 
population  had  to  submit  to  severe  priva- 
tion and  suffering,  which  no  one  could 
deplore  more  sincerely  than  he  did.  But 
the  question  was  not  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  distress,  but  as  to  the  accuracy  of 
certain  statements  of  it.  The  distress  was 
not  denied ;  but  he  did  venture  to  state, 
that  he  thought  there  was  great  exaggera- 
tton  on  the  subject  of  that  distress  in  cer- 
tain statements  of  individual  facts,  and  he 
ventured  to  cftutioii  bon.  Members  against 
2h2 
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9g^|rravating  the  discootent  which  naturally 
prevailed  by  such  exaggerated  representa- 
tioDS.  Before  he  proceeded  to  refer  to 
the  two  points  to  which  he  had  particu- 
larly to  call  attention,  he  wished  to  notice 
one  statement  which  had  been  made  by 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  had  introduced 
this  subject,  with  reference  to  the  extent 
of  mortality,  and  to  caution  the  House 
as^ainst  drawing  at  once  an  inference. 
Even  if  the  rate  of  mortality  had  unfor- 
tunately increased,  which  he  believed  to 
be  the  fact,  notwithstanding  the  amend- 
ment of  the  system  of  registration,  yet  be 
believed  it  could  not  be  denied  that  in 
those  counties  which  were  the  chief  seats 
of  manufactures,  there  had  been  an  in- 
crease of  mortality ;  at  the  same  time  it 
roost  be  borne  in  mind,  as  a  proof  that 
conclusions  on  that  subject  should  not  be 
hastily  drawn,  that  in  the  very  same  re- 
port to  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  had 
referred  as  evidence  of  increasing  mor- 
tality  in  some  of  the  districts  of  the  coun- 
try, a  caution  was  given  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman,  after  a  careful  perusal  of  the 
report,  ought  not  to  have  overlooked. 
The  registrar -general  stated  expressly, 
that, 

**  The  prevalence  of  increased  mortality  in 
those  counties  which  comprise  the  largest  pro- 
portion of  manufacturing  population,  may 
probably  arise  from  the  circumstances  to 
which  the  manufacturing  classes  are  peculiarly 
exposed ;  but  a  further  examtnatioo  showed, 
that  not  only  has  the  increase  varied  very 
much  within  those  counties,  but  that  there 
has  been  a  decreased  mortality  in  some  of 
those  districts  which  are  peculiarly  the  seats 
of  manufactures.  Such  has  been  the  case  In 
Manchester,  Salford,  Ashton,  Oldham,  Stock- 
port, and  Leeds." 

Now,he  did  say,  when  referring  to  mor- 
tality as  an  indication  of  severe  manufac- 
turing distress,  it  would  have  been  but 
fair  in  the  hon.  Member,  who  was  evi- 
dently master  of  this  report,  to  have  in- 
formed  the  House,  that  although  there 
had  been  an  increase,  yet  in  those  towns 
which  were  peculiarly  the  seats  of  manu- 
facturing industry — namely,  Manchester, 
Salford,  Ashion,  Oldham,  Stockport,  and 
Leeds,  the  mortality  had  decreased.  On 
a  former  night  he  had  referred  to  the 
returns  from  the  savings-banks — not  as  a 
proof  that  there  was  no  distress,  that  he 
never  doubted — nay,  more,  he  expressly 
said,  that  he  did  not  think  the  returns 
from    the    savings-banks    could    altoge- 


ther be  relied  on  as  a  test  of  the  com* 
fort  or  privations  of  the  working. claases; 
but  at  the  same  time  no  wise  Govern- 
ment, in  attemptinf^  to  collect  informa- 
tion as  to  the  condition  of  the  labouring 
poor,  would  disregard  these  returns  aa 
one  of  the  elements  of  inquiry;  and,  so 
far  as  they  could  be  relied  on,  he  thought 
they  rather  tended  to  induce  those  who 
felt  a  deep  interest  in  this  subject,  to  take 
a  less  discouraging  view  of  the  condition 
of  the  poor,  than  some  Gentlemen  were 
inclined  to  adopt.  He  gave  an  account 
of  the  state  of  the  deposits  for  the  last 
three  months  of  the  present  year.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Stockport,  following  him 
in  the  debate,  said,  that  the  returns  of  the 
savings-banks  were  entirely  delusive.  [Mr. 
Cobden:  I  said  fallacious.]  Well,  that 
the  returns  from  the  savings-banks  were 
entirely  fallacious,  and  that,  at  all  eventa, 
instead  of  confining  himself  to  the  returns 
for  a  few  months  of  the  present  year,  he 
should  have  brought  forward  the  returns 
of  1837,  1838,  1839,  and  1840.  [Mr. 
Cobden:  I  included  1835  and  1836.] 
Why,  those  were  the  two  years  which  the 
hon.  Gentleman  had  himself  constantly 
spoken  of,  as  years  of  a  fictitious  and  de* 
iusive  prosperity.  He  had  not  at  present 
the  returns  for  1835  and  183Q.  He 
would,  therefore,  satisfy  himself  with  quot- 
ing the  returns  for  1837, 1838,  1839,  and 
1840,  four  years,  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  certainly  challenged  him  to  com- 
pare with  1841.  And  lest  it  should  be 
again  urged,  that  his  statement  had  espe- 
cial reference  to  the  agricultural  popula- 
tion, he  had  made  inquiry  with  respect  to 
the  manufactiug  districts,  and  had  selected 
as  of  most  importance,  Manchester  and 
Stockport.  Here,  then,  was  the  result  of 
ihe  information  which  had  been  sent  to 
him.  The  return,  he  admitted,  began 
with  1837;  the  omission  of  1836  and 
1836  was  certainly  not  intentional.  The 
information  was  spread  over  the  last  five 
years,  including  the  monihs  of  July,  Au- 
gust, and  September  for  1837, 1838, 1839, 
1840,  and  1841.  In  1837,  1838,  and 
1839,  taking  the  number  of  deposits  and 
the  number  of  withdrawals  in  the  months 
of  July,  August,  and  September*  the  aver- 
age for  the  quarterly  period  was  22,600/. 
placed  in  the  bank  by  way  of  deposit,  and 
the  amount  of  withdrawals  for  the  same 
term,  21,030/.,  leaving  a  balance  of  1,570/. 
in  favour  of  deposits  over  withdrawals.  In 
1839  and  1840^  taking  the  average  of 
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these  two  yean,  the  amount  of  deposit! 
daring  these  months  was  24,300/.y  and  of 
withdrawals,  23,800/.,  leaving  a  balance 
in  favour  of  deposits  of  only  500/.  In 
1841,  the  deposits  amounted  to  no  less 
a  sum  than  28,103/.,  for  the  months  of 
July,  August,  and  September  last,  giving 
an  increase,  as  compared  with  the  average 
of  the  first  period,  of  from  22,600/.  to 
28,103/.,  and  as  compared  with  the  aver- 
age of  1839-40,  of  from  24,300/.  to 
28,103/.  The  amount  of  withdrawals  for 
the  quarterly  period  of  1841  was  25,356/. 
leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  deposits,  as 
compared  with  withdrawals,  of  2,847/.  on 
the  latter  period.  The  balance  on  the  fhst 
period  was  1,570/. ;  on  the  second,  500/. ; 
and  on  the  last  period,  2,847/.  But  it 
might  be  asked,  what  was  the  number  of 
depositors?  The  number  of  depositors, 
in  this  instance,  was  of  great  importance. 
It  might  happen,  certainly,  that  in  the 
latter  period,  although  the  amount  of  de- 
posits had  greatly  increased,  still,  if  the 
number  of  depositors  had  diminished,  an 
argument  might  be  founded  on  it,  that  the 
depositors  were  of  the  wealthier  classes, 
and  the  reduced  number  compensated  for 
the  increased  deposits.  Now,  in  the  first 
period  to  which  he  referred,  in  1837, 1838, 
and  1839,  the  average  number  of  contri- 
butors was  4,300 ;  in  1839-40,  the  aver- 
age  was  5,103 ;  but  the  average  of  coatri- 
butors  in  the  last  three  months  of  the 
present  year,  was  6,319.  He  did  not  wish 
to  posh  this  argument  further  than  he  could 
legitimately  follow  it.  Again,  he  admit- 
ted the  returns  of  the  savings-banks  were 
not  a  criterion  on  which  they  could  safely 
rely ;  but  so  far  as  they  went  in  instituting 
a  comparison,  he  must  say,  he  thought  the 
comparison  was  a  favourable  one.  In  the 
course  of  the  same  debate,  the  hoo.  Mem- 
ber for  Manchester  referred — 

Mr.  Oibion  rose  to  order.  The  Speaker 
had  laid  it  down  from  the  Chair,  that  it 
was  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  House, 
and  would  be  very  inconvenient  in  prac- 
tice, for  faon.  Members  to  allude  to  remarks 
made  by  speakers  in  former  debates ;  and 
he  felt  this  was  precisely  one  of  those 
occasions  in  which  the  inconvenience  of 
the  practice  wdvid  be  most  strikingly 
manifested.  This  was  his  case.  Let  the 
House  sbserve  what  was  going  to  take 
place.  The  right  hon.  Baronet,  after  a 
week's  preparation,  with  all  the  means  a 
Prime  Minister  bad  at  hia  disposal,  hav- 
ing made  erery  inquiry,  came  down  to  the 


'  House  to  attack  statements  which  had 
been  made  by  an  hon.  Member.  He  well 
recollected  what  had  been  stated  by  the 
noble  Lord,  the  Member  for  North  Lan- 
cashire, that  no  Member  in  that  House 
could  so  well  dress  up  a  case  for  temporary 
effect  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet.  [Hon. 
Members:  You  are  contravening  your 
own  rule,  by  referring  to  what  took  place 
in  a  former  debate.]  The  passage  he  had 
quoted  was  from  a  debate  in  a  previous 
Parliament,  and  it  was  perfectly  regular 
to  refer  to  that.  He  had  no  ^ish  to  shrink 
from  the  fullest  investigation  into  every- 
thing he  had  stated  on  the  subject  of  the 
distress  in  the  country ;  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arriving  at  the  troth  it  was  very 
desirable,  that  Members  whose  statements 
were  about  to  be  attacked,  should  have 
time  given  them  to  supply  themselves  with 
the  necessary  data  for  a  reply. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  that  if  he  had  referred 
to  former  debates  for  the  purpose  of  argu- 
ment, or  for  the  purpose  of  infringing 
upon  the  wise  rule  of  the  House,  he 
should  be  subject  to  the  animadversion  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman,  but  when  a  state, 
ment  of  great  importance  with  respect  to 
the  distress  of  the  country  was  made  in 
that  House,  he  did  not  think,  when  his 
sole  object  was  an  explanation  of  that 
statement — an  explanation  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  make — he  did  not  think  that 
in  attempting  to  ascertain  the  truth  of 
that  statement  by  inquiry,  and  in  stating 
what  the  result  of  that  inquiry  was,  that 
he  would  be  called  to  order  as  he  had 
been.  Whether  he  was  referring  to  any 
argument  he  left  the  House  to  judge; 
whether  he  was  about  to  be  guilty  of  any 
infraction  of  the  rules  of  Parliament 
which  would  justify  any  Member  in  pro- 
testing against  the  course  he  was  pur- 
suing, he  left  the  House  tojudge.  It  bad 
been  asserted  in  that  House,  that  with 
respect  to  Manchester,  thousands  were 
deprived  of  employment,  and  thousands 
were  actoally  suffering  from  typhus  fever, 
produced  by  the  want  of  sufficient  food. 
He  appealed  to  the  House  whether  it  were 
right  that  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  should 
hear  a  statement  so  appalling  as  that  u-iih- 
out  inquiry,  and  whether  the  result  of  liis 
inquiry  should  not  be  in  some  way  or  the 
other  communicated  to  Parliament  ?  He 
lefk  it  to  the  House  to  judge  whether  it 
would  be  a  wise  enforcement  of  technical 
rules  that  should  permit  this  country  and 
other  countries  i|^^i&|i:<^pej9ji^C  Jinder 
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the  imprMiioli  ibat  thoilsandt  were  ac- 
tually suffering  from  typhus  fever,  pro- 
duced by  the  want  of  sufficient  food»  and 
that  when  a  Minister  of  the  Crown  merely 
attempted  to  administer  consolation  and 
satisfaction  to  minds  grieved  by  such  a 
statement,  a  Member  should  get  up  and 
appeal  to  the  rules  of  the  House  to  pre- 
vent any  statement  being  made.  He  only 
wished  to  make  a  single  remark,  and  had 
thought  the  hon.  Gentleman  himself,  from 
his  connexion  with  Manchester,  would 
hbve  been  the  first  to  hail  with  satisfaction 
the  statement  he  was  going  to  make,  and 
would  have  admitted  at  once,  that  in  the 
heat  of  debate  he  had  made  a  statement 
which  might  have  been  exaggerated,  and 
that  he  was  perfectly  right  to  correct  en 
erroneous  impression,  though  he  would 
not  have  done  it  in  any  way  whatever  to 
justify  the  species  of  interference  by 
which  the  hon.  Member  would  have  pre- 
vented his  statement.  He  was  about  to 
state  that  he  had  received,  not  a  report 
made  in  consequence  of  any  commission, 
but  a  voluntary  communication  (torn  a 
gentleman  of  the  highest  respectability  in 
Manchester,  who  stated  that  he  had  been 
much  surprised  by  observing  that  it  had 
been  asserted  in  Parliament  that  thousands 
ID  that  town  were  suffering  from  typhus 
fever,  brought  on  by  want  of  food.  His 
correspondent  cotitinued  :— 

"  I  beg  to  send  you  that  which  appears  to 
me  to  be  the  best  document  upon  such  a  sub- 
ject— namely,  the  returns  of  the  Fever  Hospi- 
tal at  Manchester,  ITie  report  from  the  Fever 
Hospital  is  conclusive  on  the  point,  as  that 
charity  is  open  to  all  the  popolation  of  Man- 
ehester  and  the  surroanding  districts^  and  is 
the  general  resort  of  the  poor  in  cases  of  fever, 
both  on  the  recommendation  of  the  subscri- 
bers, and  also  as  the  place  to  which  the  work- 
house patients  are  generally  brought,  so  that 
the  annexed  tromtiarative  statement  of  the 
amount  of  patients  admitted  ih  the  last  five 
year  appears  tobeconclusife  on  this  point.  The 
year  or  the  House  of  Recovery,  or  Fever 
Ward,  commences  in  June  of  the  past  year, 
and  terminates  with  May  inclusive  in  the  next. 
In  1837,  799  patients  were  admitted  ;  in  1838, 
1,372  were  admitted;  in  1839,  1,040  were 
adhiitted;  in  1840,  848  were  admitted;  in 
1841,  691  were  admitted." 

His  correspondent  also  added  the  littm- 
ber  admitted  in  the  months  of  June,  July, 
August  and  September,  in  order  to  make 
the  return  complete.  During  those  four 
months  of  1837,  340  were  admitted; 
during  the  same  period  of  1838^  430  were 


dmitted }    during   the    same   period  #r 

1839,  203;   during  thd  same  period  of 

1840,  fi68;  end  duHtig  the  fume  period 
of  1841  only  196  were  admitted.  Now| 
could  any  man  deny  that  it  was  of  import 
tance  that  facts  of  this  kind  abould  be 
known  to  the  House  ?  He  was  not  aboul 
to  make  any  comment  upon  them;  he 
wished  to  make  no  comment  upon  them  i 
but  he  must  say  that  if  a  Minister  of  the 
Crown  was  to  be  debarred  by  technical 
rules,  not  from  referring  to  a  past  defaatet 
but  from  attempting  to  oorreel  an  err^* 
neons  impression,  and  that  without  th# 
unnecessary  imputation  of  political  mo* 
lives— then  the  country  was  liable  to 
labour  under  the  greatest  deluaioni 
snd  public  discontent  might  be  magoi* 
fied  to  an  incalculable  degree.  These 
consequences,  he  said,  might  be  as* 
pectpd,  if  statements  were  to  be  Made 
m  that  House  with  respect  to  publie 
privations  and  sufferings  out  ebo?e  eU| 
with  respect  to  typhus  ferer  ceased  by 
actual  famine^  and  if  a  Minister  ef  the 
Crown)  after  having  oaused  an  inqeiry  to 
be  made,  and  hering  received  infbnnatioli 
respecting  them,  was  not  to  be  allowed 
an  opportunity  of  steting  wbai  he  had 
found  the  result  to  be* 

Mr.  0ibs9n  thought  the  right  hoD»  Be* 
ronet  misunderstood  Whet  he  had  afatedi 
It  was  hot  that  he  Wished  to  enforce  any 
technical  rule  of  the  House  in  order  to 
prevent  notice  being  taken  of  statemeole 
that  had  been  made.  But  what  he  eb^ 
jected  to  Was,  that  due  and  sufficient  neh* 
tice  was  not  given  to  heti«  Members  epoQ 
whose  statements  an  attack  waa  to  be 
made,  because  want  of  notice  was  just  the 
very  thing  that  would  briog  about  whal 
the  right  hon.  Baronel  so  much  depre* 
Gated — namely,  spreading  delusion  in  the 
country,  and  preventing  it  from  escertain* 
ing  the  truth.  If  the  right  hon.  Barobet 
was  disposed  on  any  future  day  to  Inake 
a  distinct  motion)  to  appoint  a  eomraittee 
to  inquire  into  the  distress  of  the  peo|^i 
he  should  be  most  happy  to  justify  oki 
that  oecasion  the  atitements  he  had  raedoi 
or  if  on  any  fUtUre  day  the  right  hooi 
Baronet  would  enter  itico  the  pertienler 
question  of  typhus  fbver^  he  ihould  be 
happy  to  meet  him.  As  to  what  the  right 
hont  Barenet  had  said  eboul  fever  hH^ 
pitals^  of  them  he  (Mr*  Qibsoo)  had  eeid 
Dothing.  He  had  been  told  by  medieel 
men  that  they  did  ndt  put  pers^a  wbi 
had  got  typhus  fever  kilo /fawHtelef  bo* 
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oaoM  il  VM  inftctiottt.  He  did  oot  know 
whelher  that  wai  the  caM  at  Mancbetter. 
Whalhar  ha  had  aaad  the  word  '*  thoua- 
andi"  or  not  be  was  not  aware,  but  be 
had  in  hif  pofteetsioo  lettere  which  used 
the  word.  By  the  word  **  thousands"  it 
waa  not  meant  to  say  that  there  was  ex- 
actly  a  thousand,  but  that  there  was  a 
oonaiderable  number.  [Mu€h  laughter 
from  Me  MinUterial  benches*]  Hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  were  so  much  dis- 
posed to  laugh,  and  take  up  things  in  a 
party  way,  that  they  could  not  see  it  was 
•  mode  of  expression  commonly  used  when 
a  eonsiderable  number  was  meant.  There 
might  be  thousands  suffering  in  this  way. 
He  dared  to  say  there  were.  Ke  did  not 
know  there  were  not.  But  he  had  in  his 
poseessiOD  letters  from  physicians  and 
surgeons  which  said,  that  numbers  were 
brought  to  a  premature  death  from  want 
of  sufficient  ft>od,  and  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  medical  men  that  when  death 
waa  brought  on  in  consequence  of  living 
«jn  aawholesome  habitations,  or  wanting 
a  auffioieocy  of  food,  it  was  generally  pre- 
ceded by  typhoid  symptoms.  He  drew 
this  consolation  at  least  from  the  dispoai- 
tmn  apparent  among  Ministers  to  disbe* 
Jieve  the  statements  of  distress  brought 
forward  by  Members  in  discharge  of  their 
duiy*-4bat  if  those  statements  were  proved 
to  be  oorrect,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would 
be  prepared  to  adopt  a  remedy,  and  to  act 
oa  thoea  great  principles  which  had  been 
advocated  by  her  Majeaty's  late  Adminis- 
tration. 

Mr.  Oobdem  said,  that  having  been 
referred  to  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
he  wished  to  eay  a  few  words,  and  he 
mast  express  hie  concurrence  in  what  had 
fallen  Aom  the  hon.  Member  for  Manches- 
ter as  to  the  great  inoonvenianoe  of  those 
incidental  allusiona  to  atatementa  which 
involved  aMttera  of  great  importaocei  re- 
quiring oiocb  time  and  paina  to  verify  the 
irath  of  them.  With  itepect  to  the  sav- 
Mga^nka  of  Mancheater«  if  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  taken  the  trouble  to  inquire 
whether  they  had  formed  anvnew  district 
brancbee,  he  believed  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net would  have  found  they  bad  done  so, 
ftod  tbos  any  increaae  ki  the  amount  of 
depoaiu  would  have  been  acoounted  for 
by  the  eftlenaioQ  of  their  blanches.  Ae 
to  the  eaie  of  Bolton,  the  right  hon.  8ee«> 
lotery  for  tlie  Home  Department  bad  re- 
teiwd  to  a  great  mass  of  alatistioa,  none  of 
whMilie  kappoMid  to  hate  an  opportmiitj 
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of  verifying,  bearing  on  the  comparative 
number  of  houses  and  amount  of  popula- 
tion in  Bolton  and  Liverpool.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  totally  omitted  to  take 
notice  of  the  very  material  circumstance, 
that  at  the  latter  town  a  very  considerable 
number  of  people  lived  in  cellars.  He 
happened  to  attend  the  statistical  section 
of  the  British  association,  in  which  the 
noble  Lord  opposite  (Lord  Saodon)  pre- 
sided, during  its  meeting  at  Liverpool.  It 
was  there  stated,  that  50,000  or  60,000 
of  the  inhabitants  lived  in  cellars.  The 
assertion  was  disbelieved,  but  the  authori- 
ties of  the  town  set  their  police  to  work, 
and  it  was  found,  that  the  number  of  per- 
sons inhabiting  those  abodes  was  still 
(greater.  That  was  not  the  custom  at 
Bolton  to  the  same  extent,  and,  therefore, 
any  comparison  between  Bolton  and  Liver- 
pool as  to  the  number  of  houses  relatively 
to  that  of  inhabitants  must  be  fallacious. 
With  respect  to  the  date  of  the  returns, 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  commenced 
with  1837  ;  he  had  said  1835.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  said,  it  was  not  fair  to  take 
1835  and  1836,  because  they  were  yeara 
of  inflated  and  fallacious  prosperity.  Sup- 
pose it  to  be  so;  what  were  1837  and 
1838  but  years  of  revulsion,  and  compara- 
tively great  depression  t  So  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  refused  to  commence  with 
.his  year,  because  it  was  one  of  prosperity, 
and  took  the  year  when  the  country  was 
in  the  lowest  state  of  revulsion.  With  re- 
spect to  the  diseases  in  the  fever  ward  of 
Manchester,  he  would  prove  to  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  complete  fallaciousness 
of  the  argument  he  had  brought  forward. 
In  1838,  a  year  of  revulsion,  1,402  patienta 
were  admitted  into  the  Fever  Hospital ; 
but  if  the  ri^ht  hon.  Baronet  had  gone 
back  to  the  preceding  year,  he  would  have 
found,  that  the  number  of  admissions  was 
only  799.  [Sir  R.  Peel:  I  mentioned  it.] 
He  was  not  aware,  that  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet had  started  from  that  point ;  but  as 
to  the  argument  about  the  savings-banks 
he  believed  it  to  be  exceedingly  fallacious. 
Knowing  the  distress  into  which  the  ma- 
nufacturing districts  were  now  plunged, 
he  believed,  that  the  conduct  of  Govern- 
ment on  this  occasion  had  a  tendency  to 
irritate  the  public  mind  in  those  quarters 
by  trifling  with  this  great  and  pressing 
question.  He  had  that  very  day  presented 
a  petition»  signed  by  the  mayor  of  Stock- 
port in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  in 
piblio  aeeting^aMembied|j>raying|  that 
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before  the  prorogiition  took  place  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Corn-laws  sboold  be  inqoired 
into ;  many  otber  petitions  from  various 
parts  of  the  country  to  the  same  effect, 
were  crowding  in  upon  them  ;  yet  Minis- 
ters were  about  to  take  on  themselves  the 
awful  responsibility  of  advising  a  proroga- 
tion without  any  inquiry  into  the  question. 
Returns  of  deposits  in  the  savings-banks 
were  brought  forward,  he  would  not  say 
garbled  for  the  purpose  of  deception,  but 
stated  in  a  most  unsatisfactory  way,  while 
at  the  same  time,  it  was  admitted,  that 
they  afforded  but  a  fallacious  test  of  the 
state  of  the  country.  What  would  the 
public  think  but  that  this  was  done  to  dis- 
prove the  existence  of  any  distress  ?  As 
he  might  not  have  another  opportunity,  he 
would  now  exhort  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
instead  of  nibbling  at  these  details,  to  take 
the  question  up  as  a  Prime  Minister  ought 
to  do,  and  move  an  inquiry  into  the  state 
of  the  nation,  and  he  would  venture  to 
predict,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  would 
find,  that  great  meetings  of  his  fellow- 
citizens  bad  not  assembled  to  bear  witness 
to  a  lie,  and  that  the  evidence  of  distress 
was  of  a  character  too  painful  to  be  ques- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Darby  complained  of  the  manner 
in  which  general  statements  of  distress 
were  mixed  up  with  other  subjects.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Stockport  had  just  said,- 
that  1837  and  1838  were  the  years  in 
which  distress  had  reached  its  lowest 
point,  in  which  the  admissions  into  fever 
hospitals  were  most  numerous,  and  the 
receipts  of  the  savings-banks  least  consi- 
derable ;  but  that  in  1 839  and  1840  things 
had  mended,  and  an  increase  in  the  amount 
of  receipts  at  the  banks,  and  a  decrease  in 
the  number  of  patients  at  the  hospitals 
took  place.  The  lion.  Member  had  thus 
himself  admitted,  that  an  improvement  had 
taken  place  since  1837  and  1838.  The 
giound  of  the  hon.  Member's  complaint 
seemed  to  be,  that  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at 
the  head  of  the  Government  had  caused  an 
inquiry  to  be  instituted  in  consequence  of 
the  statements  that  had  been  made,  and  the 
hon.  Member  was  now  angry  when  it 
turned  out  that  a  considerable  improve- 
ment had  taken  place,  and  that  too  by 
his  own  admission. 

Mr.  C.  BuUer  thought  there  was  great 
disadvantage  in  thus  contradicting  state- 
ments that  had  been  made,  without  giving 
due  notice  to  the  hon.  Member  who  made 
the  statements.    He  had  heard  enough  in 


the  House  of  contradictory  statements,  at 
to  the  existence  and  non-existeooe  of  dis- 
tress.   He  had  heard  Members  get  op  and 
make    statements,    and    he  had  always 
found  the  Government  of  the  day  prepared 
with  statistical  details  and  reports  of  com- 
missioners, to  prove  that  no  distress  exis- 
ted.    He  was  afraid  the  course  taken  that 
evening  would  entail  the  disagreeable  coo- 
sequence  of  a  succession  of  statemenla 
and  counter-statements,  so  long  as  the 
Session  lasted,  with  the  lapse  of  a  week 
between  each,  because  those  who  were 
not  now  prepared  to  meet  the  statemeota 
of  Ministers  would  write  to  their  friends 
in  the  country  to  get  information,  and 
make  statements  in  answer.     He  moat 
confess,  he  thought  the  House  a  verv  bad 
place  for  discussing  questions  of  this  kind ; 
but  he  would  say,  after  the  statement  of 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  Dorchester, 
that  he  was  not  very  well  satisfied  with 
the  discrimination  of  Mr.  Mott  in   this 
inquiry;    for  a  more    extravagant    and 
absurd  argument  he  had  never  heard  frose 
any  public  functionary  than  that  abovt 
the  bouses  at  Bolton.     He  thought  it  waa 
ft  very  good  prtm^  fade  evidence  of  dis- 
tress, when  several  persons  well  acquainted 
with  the  town  asserted  that  a  great  nom- 
ber  of  the  houses  were  empty.     How  was 
that  met  ?    By  the  assertion  that  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  years  there  had 
been    an    enormous    over-prodoction    of 
houses,  to  the  extent  of  3,000  or  3,000. 
He  must  say  that  was  a  statement  which 
to  him  appeared  very  improbable;    hot 
when  he  saw  that  this  commissioner  took 
Liverpool  as  the  standard  by  which  the 
number  of  houses  in  proportion  to  the 
population  was  to  be  regulated  in  anj 
place,  and  when  he  remembered  that  ever 
since  he  had  attended  to  public  afiaira  or 
examined  Parliamentary  returns  he  had 
heard  Liverpool  mentioned  as  of  all  others 
the  town  where  the  greatest  masses  of 
people  lived  huddled  together  in  the  most 
uncomfortable  manner,  he  was  inclined  to 
think  the  judgment  of  that  person  most 
be  of  very  little  value.     The  right  hon. 
Baronet  had  admitted    the  existence  of 
great  distress,  but  if  credit   were  to  be 
given  to  his  returns,  it  must  be  believed 
that  this  was  the  year  of  the  greatest  pros- 
perity and  comfort  to  the  working  classea 
that  had  ever  been  known,  for  bis  facts 
and  arguments  went  to  persuade  that  there 
was  no  distress  at  all.     He  was  not  dis- 
posed to  dwell  on  the  aabjeot  of  distress; 
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he  tbeoght  that  the  existence  of  it  should 
not  be  made  a  subject  of  party  debate  in 
that  House,  but  that  every  statement 
brought  forward  with  regard  to  it  should 
be  well  weighed.  Thus,Govemment  would 
avoid  the  mischief  that  would  be  created, 
if  by  any  fallacious  reasoning  or  inaccurate 
statement  an  impression  should  be  created 
that  they  underrated  the  amount  of  dis- 
tress which  really  existed. 

Viscount  Sandon  said,  he  would  advise 
hon.  Members  opposite,  henceforth,  when 
speaking  of  the  distresses  of  the  people, 
not  to  indulge  in  vague  rumours  and  ex- 
aggerated statements,  multiplying  thou- 
sands into  tens  of  thousands.  In  making 
statements  respecting  the  condition  of  the 
people,  which  were  intended  to  go  forth, 
not  only  to  this  country,  but  to  the  whole 
world,  nothing  could  be  more  reprehen- 
sible than  the  practice  of  indulging  in 
conversational  looseness  of  expression.  It 
vas  absurd  to  object  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  bringing  forward  his  statement 
that  evening  without  notice.  It  must  be 
expected  that  a  Minister  would  take  the 
opportunity  of  replying  to  suehi  assertions 
as  had  been  advanced  upon  this  subject. 
Distress  to  a  great  extent  doubtless  pre- 
Tailed,  but  exaggerated  statements  upon 
the  subject  could  have  no  other  effect 
than  'to  excite  alarms  and  shake  public 
confidence. 

Mr.  AgUomby  did  not  obiect  to  the  ge- 
neral tone  of  the  lecture  wnich  the  noble 
Lord  had  been  pleased  to  address  to  his 
side  of  the  House ;  but  he  did  object  to 
its  exclusive  application.  The  noble  Lord 
ought,  in  justicci  to  have  addressed  part 
of  it  to  hon.  Members  on  his  own  side  of 
the  Honse.  If  the  noble  Lord  had  been 
in  bis  place  not  many  nights  ago,  he  would 
have  heard  from  a  Member  on  the  Minis- 
terial side  of  the  House,  a  speech  cha- 
racterised by  considerable  violence  of 
expression,  exceeding  anything  he  had  ever 
heard  from  the  Opposition  side.  He  en- 
tirely concurred  with  the  noble  Lord  in 
thinking  that  highly  coloured  statements, 
snch  as  the  House  had  lately  heard,  ex- 
aggerating the  distress  of  the  people,  were 
caleulated  not  only  to  do  harm  to  the 
pubKc  interesu,  but  to  the  very  cause 
which  diey  were  intended  to  serve.  Many 
Members  were  very  anxious  that  a  remedv 
shouki  be  found  for  the  distress  which 
prevailed;  but  they  mistook  the  liest  mode 
of  effecting  their  object,  when  they  in* 
dulged  in  ^aggerated  statemeats  and 


violent  expressions.  The  distress  of  the 
people  was.  unfortunately,  so  severe,  as 
not  to  require  high  colouring.  As  he 
had  before  said,  he  approved  of  the  tone 
of  the  noble  Lord's  remarks,  but  he  could 
not  admit  that  all  the  blame  was  due  to 
one  side. 

Mr.  Hardy  said,  that  an  hon.  Member 
on  the  Opposition  side,  had  condescended 
to  go  into  particulars  of  the  distress  that 
existed,  and  made  a  statement  with  re- 
gard to  a  certain  poor  family  whom  he 
named.  Now,  what  did  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  do  as  to  this  particular  statement^ 
Why,  he  sent  an  officer  into  the  country 
to  make  inquiry  at  the  fountain  head,  and 
ascertained  from  the  family  itself  whether 
the  facts  were  such  as  had  been  stated  in 
that  House.  The  result  was,  that  the 
information  thus  derived  did  not  bear  out 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
posite. Then  an  hon.  Member  made  a 
general  statement,  of  thousands  dying  of 
typhus  fever,  induced  by  a  want  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  And  what  did  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  do  with  respect  to  this  state* 
ments.  Why,  he  sent  to  that  source  which 
was  the  best,  and  indeed  the  only  one  to 
bpply  to.  He  sent  to  the  Fever  Hospital 
to  learn  the  number  of  patients,  and  so 
forth.  What  other  step  could  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  take  ?  And  the  result  was 
similar  to  that  in  the  case  of  the  family 
which  had  been  particularised.  As  to 
what  had  been  said  on  the  subject  of 
empty  houses  in  our  manufacturing  towns^ 
no  information  had  been  given  as  to  what 
was  the  description  of  those  houses,  whe- 
ther thev  were  old  ones  which  had  been 
inhabited  before,  or  recently  built.  The 
fact  was,  that  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts, as  trade  flourished,  new  mills  and 
new  houses  might  be  seen  rising  all  round, 
and  when  a  flatness  took  place  in  the 
market,  the  mills  stopped,  and  the  houses 
in  the  vicinity  became  uninhabited.  He 
believed  that  the  cause  of  all  this  was 
over-production.  The  conclusion  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  drew  from  houses 
being  uninhabited  was,  that  the  people  had 
been  obliged  to  abandon  them  to  take 
care  of  their  stomachs.  He  thought  it 
to  be  unfair,  also,  to  impute  the  distress 
that  prevailed  in  any  part  of  the  country 
to  the  operation  of  the  Corn-law;  in 
his  opinion,  they  could  not  properly  at- 
tribute consequences  to  the  Corn-law  in 
1841  which  it  had  not  produced  in^l835 
and  1836,  Digitized  by  GoOQle 
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Mr.  ^idgm  did  not  wiih  il  to  go  (bfth 
to  the  world  that  the  woollen  inanufae* 
tare  was  in  a  perfectly  saiisfaotory  state. 
Ourinf  the  summer  there  had  been  much 
€oroplsinin(  amongst  the  persona  engaged 
in  manufactures.  The  state  of  things  was 
now,  however,  much  better,  because  the 
trade  always  improved  in  autumn  on  ac- 
eouat  of  the  winter  demand.  But  thii 
autumn  there  had  been  indications  of  a 
different  nature  from  those  observed  here* 
tofore  at  the  same  season*  At  this  season 
there  was  usually  a  rise  in  price,  and  a 
ecarcity  of  goods;  but  these  results  had 
not  taken  plaee  this  autumn,  and  a  person 
who  had  been  in  the  business  for  forty 
yearSf  had  informed  him  that  he  had  never 
known  such  a  state  of  things  to  eiist  be- 
fore. When  the  winter  demand  Ceased, 
as  it  naturally  would,  in  the  course  of 
trade,  prices  would  fall,  and  there  would 
be  less  worki  and  therefore  it  was  probable 
that  there  would  be  distress  in  the  woollen 
manufacturing  districts,  as  there  now  waa 
in  those  which  were  the  seats  of  the  cotton 
roaDufacture.  He  found  by  Mr.  Porter's 
tables,  that  the  value  of  the  exports  of 
woollen  manufactures  for  the  year  1840, 
was  nearly  l,000|000/.  less  than  the  ex- 
ports for  1839  s  end  that  the  Talue  of 
the  same  exports  for  the  former  year 
was  between  500,000/.  and  1,000,000/. 
less  than  the  average  of  the  five  years  be- 
ginning with  1880.  He  found  that  the 
population  of  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkahire 
increased  between  each  two  of  the  three 
last  censuses  by  twenty-two  per  cent.;  that 
the  population  of  Leedsi  the  centre  of  the 
woollen  districti  increased  by  one»half  be* 
tween  the  last  two  censuses ;  that  of  Brad- 
ford, the  centre  of  the  worsted  district,  in 
the  same  interval,  doubled  itself^thasi 
while  the  population  of  the  Riding  had 
inoreased  by,  probably,  forty  per  cent 
in  the  last  twenty  years,  and  that  of 
Bradford  nod  Leede  in  a  much  higher 
ratio  { the  fereigo  trade  had  not  tncreased» 
but  diminished*  The  increase  of  the  po- 
pulation of  the  whole  country  had  been 
30  per  eent«  in  the  same  period  of  twenty 
years,  supposing  the  rate  of  increase  to 
be  uniform;  the  hosM  trade  can  hardly 
have  racreaeed  ia  a  greater  ratio  than  this 
of  30  per  cent.i  thus»  the  population  of 
the  seats  of  the  woollen  manufacture  has 
increased  in  a  more  rapid  ratio  than  the 
home  trade,  and  there  has  been  no  inoreiiie 
whatever  in  the  foreign  trade  ;  a  itaie  of 
things  which  would  appear  almoit  to  de* 


monstratioo,  to  idvalve  a  great  df(arM» 
ration  in  the  condition  of  the  maaofao* 
turing  population. 

Papers  moved  fori  orderad  to  be  laid  oa 
the  Table. 

FuMDmG  EXCBKQUKE  Bitu.]  On 
the  motion  of  the  Chaimllor  ^  ih§  Em- 
cAeoaer,  that  the  House  should  reeolva 
iuelf  into  Committee  on  the  Excheqaar 
Bills  Funding  Bill, 

Mr.  fFii/taeu  said,  that,  in  readiagavar 
this  bill,  he  found  that  it  would  add  five 
millions  to  the  permanent  funded  debt  of 
the  country,  and  on  looking  through  the 
cumbrous  machinery  of  the  billi  he  bad 
come  to  the  conviction  that  a  morostraight- 
forward  course  might  have  beea  puraiaad* 
If  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bad  gone 
into  the  market  with  the  proposition  of  a 
loan,  he  was  impressed  with  a  belief  that 
a  better  bargain  might  have  been  nada 
for  the  country,  at  the  same  time  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  have  aa- 
cored  his  Own  ol>jeet  asore  effeetually.  Ha 
might  have  funded  two  millione  aad  a 
helf  af  Kjtchequer  bills,  and  have  ieewad 
an  equal  amount  of  new  Exchequer  bills 
to  replay  themi  and,  though  he  did  act 
now  expect  the  right  hon.  Gentleipaa  lo 
adapt  such  a  cottrse«  he  felt  asaurad  that 
if  it  had  been  adopted*  it  would  have  beea 
found  a  much  easier  course  than  that  now 
proposed*  The  present  amount  of  out- 
etanding  Bachequer  Bills  was  tweaty^ane 
milHonsi  which  was  less  than  the  average 
for  many  years  past.  Toe  large  a  floating 
debt,  no  doubt,  waa  daageroaa  lo  the 
public  service,  bat  On  turning  back  to  the 
experience  of  Ibrmer  years,  it  did  not  ap» 
pear  to  him  that  the  present  amoaat  of 
twenty-one  mitlioos  of  outstaading  Eaaht- 
quer  bills  could  be  deemed  too  large. 

The  CKmuMor  ^f  lAe  JEjfaAsf  atr  aaid, 
that  he  Wished  to  impress  it  apon  the  at- 
teation  of  the  House*  that  what  he  pia» 
poeed  to  do  was  aot  to  ereate  a  new  debt, 
but  rather  to  convert  one  kind  of  dabc 
into  another.  The  House  had  deteriaioed 
that  eertain  expensea  should  ba  ineurred* 
and  the  natarai  coaeeqaeaee  waoi  that 
the  Houee  Must  make  good  the  asaaae  by 
which  those  axpeaeas  were  la  ba  pratMed 
for.  The  only  queetiao,  therefotWi  that 
remained,  wAs,  whether  thoeemeaaeehaaM 
be  raised  by  an  augmentation  4f  the 
funded  or  the  uafaaded  debt.  The  haa. 
Member  far  Coventry  eaM  he  waaM  ha>e 
preferred  a  loan ;  bat  the  hon,  OenllaMli 


i045 


funiing'^ 


{6rt.  ij 


Mxehtquir  BObi 


104t 


was  probably  oat  in  the  Houia  a  few 
eveniDgt  ago,  when  the  right  bon,  Oentle- 
inan  who  preceded  him  (Mr*  Qoulburn)  in 
his  present  office  admitted  that  nothing 
could  be  more  impolitic,  under  the  exist- 
ing circumstances  of  th«  country,  than  to 
advertise  for  a  loan.  In  no  instance  had 
a  loan  been  obtained  for  the  country  on 
better  terms  than  those  on  which  these 
Exchequer  bills  had  been  funded,  and, 
therefore,  he  certainly  could  not  ado^it 
that  the  course  which  be  had  adopted  was 
an  impolitic  one.  The  Hon.  Gentleman 
had  made  a  comparison  of  the  amount  of 
Exchequer  bills  now  outstanding,  with 
the  amount  tbat  had  been  outstanding  in 
former  years ;  but  he  must  contend  that  it 
was  not  merely  the  n  umerical  amount  of  Ex- 
chequer bills  that  constituted  their  pressure 
upon  the  money-market.  Under  some  cir- 
cumstances, a  floating  debt  of  20,000,000/. 
might  be  felt  to  be  a  greater  burden  than 
3O,O00,00M.  would  be  at  another  time.  If, 
then,  he  referred  to  the  ordinary  tests  by 
which  this  question  was  usually  judged^ 
namely  the  demand  tor  money  aud  the 
premium  on  Exchequer  bills|  he  certainly 
round  tbat  there  were  al  the  present  mo- 
ment great  indications  that  there  was  too 
great  an  amount  of  Exchequer  bills  in  cir- 
culation, as  compared  with  former  times. 

Sir  Charki  Napier  said,  he  wished  to 
cAll  the  attention  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
to  the  fact,  that  the  trial  of  Mr.  M*Leod 
was  to  come  on  on  the  27th  of  the  month, 
and  it  was,  therefore*  to  be  hoped  that 
Parliament  would  not  be  prorogued  before 
means  had  been  taken  to  protect  Mr. 
M'Leod,  who  might  else  be  exposed  to  the 
danger  of  Lynch-law. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  §md,  he  was  unable  to 
give  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  any 
assurance  on  the  sul]\ject« 

Mr.  Yorke  trusted  Parliament  would 
not  be  prorogued  till  a  question  so  impor- 
tant to  the  peace  of  the  country  had  been 
placed  on  a  safe  footing. .  He  himself 
would  rather  bive  seen  the  House  remain 
iogether  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the 
public  distress  into  consideration ;  but  if 
they  eottid  not  be  induced  to  postpone  the 
prorogation  by  a  motive  of  charity,  if  they 
eouM  not  be  influenced  by  a  feeling  of 
abstract  beneYoleoce,  he  would  appeal  to 
their  patriotism,  and  implore  them  not  to 
prorogue  Parliamentwbile  a  question  of  so 
much  difficulty  remained  undecided. 

House  in  Committee.  Bill  Went  tbrough 
Committee. 


The  House  resumed, 
brought  up. 


Report  to   b# 


ExcBXQUER  Bills  AppRopRiATioKk) 
The  House  in  Committee  on  the  Exchequer 
bills  (10,626,360/.)  Bill.  On  the  motion  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  an  ap- 
propriation clause  was  added* 

Hotise  resumed.  Report  to  be  brought 
up. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 
Fridatf,  October  1, 1841. 

HiirtTu.^  BiUi.  Reid  •  Snt  Umt :— Populatias  Pi|- 
ments ;  Poor-law  Commlinon.^— Read  a  seoond  tfme!-' 
Kxk>ltibg  tawi.— Read  a  Adid  ttatti  -.—AdmlabliBllOttdr 
JdstioB  (No  s). }  Luoatici » Nan  P^f  I  rresmon  L^dg^i 
Royal  6ard«ni. 

PMitioiu  presented.  By  the  Earl  of  Radnof.  tnok  ItiW 
Samin,  *iid  oUin  plaeesj  ft*  Um  Repeal  of  tM  CdHh 
iaWs. 

^HE  Corn  Laws.]  The  j^arl  of 
Radnort  on  presenting  some  petitions 
which  had  been  sent  to  him  from  New 
Sarum  and  other  places,  praying  for  the 
total  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws,  said,  be 
Would  take  that  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  deep  regret  at  finding  that  Parliaoient 
was  about  to  be  prorogued  without  enter- 
ing into  the  consideration  of  that  most  ioa- 
portant  subject — the  state  of  the  Gqrn« 
laws.  Ministers,  he  thought^  incurred  a 
tearful  responsibility  in  allowing  the  two 
Houses  to  separate  without  entering  intd 
some  inquiry  on  that  question,  to  which 
he  considered  the  Government  pledged 
by  what  fell  from  the  noble  Duke  (Duk^ 
of  Wellington)  opposite  in  the  discussion 
on  the  amendment  to  the  address  on  the 
first  day  of  the  Session^  The  noble  Duke 
had  given  what  he  had  considered  a  pledge 
on  that  occasion^  that  the  question  should 
be  referred  to  a  Committee,  by  saying  tbat 
he  should  not  object  to  an  inquiry  in  the 
usual  way.  But  now  it  seemed  that  ibi 
Government  intended  to  postpone  any 
consideration  of  the  subject  until  nejil 
Session.  He  presumed  tnat  the  Parlia* 
ment  would  not  meet  before  Pebruarj^. 
He  therefore  looked  upon  Ibis  as  virtually 
a  postponement  of  any  measure  on  the 
suqject  for  a  year,  or  perhaps  a  year  and 
a  half,  for  the  experience  which  their  Lon)« 
ships  had  had  of  the  very  tardy  manner  in 
which  the  proceedings  of  Committees  were 
conducted,  would  tell  ihem^ibal  it  Ms 
probable  the  inquiry,  even  it  it  sho'uta 
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eommence    early  in    the    next   Session, 
would  not  be  brought   to   a  conclusion 
when  the  Session  should  be  at  its  close. 
So  that  any  measure  which  the  Committee 
might  recommend,  could  not  be  brought 
forward  until  the  Session  following.     Was 
that  the  way  in  which  this  great  subject 
was  to  be  left,  at  a  time  when  the  people 
were  suffering  great  distress  in  many  parts 
of  the  country  ?  Their  Lordships  had  seen 
that  the  sliding  scale  was  a  most  unsafe 
system,  for  it  kept  the  price  of  corn  most 
oppressively  high  in  some  instances,  and 
in  others  it  did  not  afford  that  security  to 
the  home  grower  which  it  was  intended  to 
give.     If  corn  was  at  665.  the  quarter, 
foreign  com  could  not  be  imported  at  less 
than  2Df.  per  quarter  duty,  thus  making 
it  86s.  to  the  consumer.      By  the  last 
averages,  the  duty  had  come  down  to  Is, 
per  quarter  duty,  and  at  that  duty  about 
1,700,000  quarters  of  foreign  corn  had 
come  into  the  country.    Now,  according 
to  the  returns  made  by  several  of  our  con* 
suls  abroad,  wheat  could  be  grown  there, 
and  sent  to  this  country  at  405.  10|d.  per 
quarter ;  and  if  this  were  correct,  what, 
let  him  ask,  was  the  actual  sum  paid  by 
the  consumer   on  each   quarter  of   this 
1,700,000 quarters?    Why,  it  amounted 
to  not  less  than  3 Is.  6d.  per  quarter. 
This  sum,  he  need  not  say,  did  not  go  to 
th^  Government  in  the  shape  of  duty.  No, 
but  it  went  into  the  pockets  of  the  foreign 
growers,  to  the  grievous  oppression  of  the 
poor  consumers  at  home.     But  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  returns  of  the  consuls  were 
quite  correct.    Taking,  however,  the  price 
of  foreign  com  here  at  12s.  more  than  this 
40s.,  still  the  consumer  here  would  have 
to  pay  20s.  per  quarter  more  than  the  52s.; 
that  was,  he  would  have  to  pay  72s.  for 
every  quarter  of  corn  he  consumed.    Was 
this  a  price  to  which  the  poor  people  could 
reach,  suffering  as  they  were  in  the  greatest 
possible  degree  throughout  the  country  ? 
He  was  in  the  country  at  the  opening  of 
Parliament,  and  on  looking  at  the  votes 
he  saw,  amongst  the  first  objects  of  its  at- 
tention, a  Committee  appointed  on   the 
ventilation  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment^ and  a  bill  for  uniting  Frogmore 
Lodge  to  Windsor  Castle.   Could  he  have 
done  otherwise  than  turn  from  the  perusal 
with  disgust,  when  he  found  no  mention 
made  of  the  distresses  of  the  people,  or  of 


mised,  for  their  relief,  if  it  were  only  to 
show  them  that  Parliament  did  not  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  their  prayers.  He  could  not 
give  any  more  fit  name  to  such  a  course 
than  the  height  of  folly  and  of  craelty. 
When  the  noble  Duke  was  in  office  before, 
there  was  great  distress  in  the  country, 
and  nothing  was  done  to  relieve  it.  The 
result  was,  that  the  greatest  discontent 
prevailed.  He  would  not  detain  their 
Lordships  longer,  but  would  conclude  by 
again  expressing  his  deep  regret  that  Mi- 
nisters should  have  advised  her  Majesty  to 
prorogue  Parliament  without  entering  into 
the  consideration  of  the  distress  which 
prevailed,  with  the  view  of  providing  some 
relief. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  he  would 
not  follow  the  noble  Earl  into  any  discus- 
sion  on  the  Corn-laws  on  the  present 
occasion,  for  the  reason  which  he  had 
assigned  on  a  former  evening— *that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  enter  into  any  in- 
quiry at  the  present  period  which  would 
lead  to  any  practical  result.  He  did  not 
mean  to  deny,  that  there  was  distress  in 
some  parts  of  the  country,  but  it  was  not 
arising  from  want  of  food.  There  was  a 
large  supply  of  corn  in  the  country,  though 
it  might  be  somewhat  dear.  The  noble 
Earl  had  referred  to  what  he  had  stated 
on  a  former  evening,  as  implying  a  pledge 
for  an  inquiry. 

The  Earl  of  Radnor:  What  he  said 
was,  that  the  noble  Duke  had  said  he 
would  not  object  to  inquiry  in  the  usual 
way. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington:  What  he 
said  on  the  occasion  referred  to  was,  that 
if  the  subject  (of  a  change  in  the  Corn- 
laws)  were  to  be  considered  as  a  measure 
of  finance,  it  should  be  considered  in  a 
committee;  but  by  that  he  did  not  pledge 
the  Government  or  himself,  or  anybody,  to 
take  that  particular  course,  and  most  cer- 
tainly he  should  not  be  understood  as 
being  favourable  to  an  inquiry  at  the 
present  time,  which,  he  would  repeat, 
could  lead  to  no  practical  result.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  was  ready  to  take 
his  share  of  the  responsibility  of  advising 
her  Majesty  to  prorogue  Parliament  unta 
the  measures  were  ready,  which  would  be 
submitted  for  its  consideration ;  and  until 
due  time  could  be  afforded  for  that  consi- 
deration.    It  would  be  impossible  to  ron- 


any  measure  calculated  for  their  relief  ?  I  sider  the  subject  to  which  the  noble  Earl 
The  distresses  of  the  people  were  not  de-  I  referred  at  this  time,  or  to  get  that  attend* 
niedy  yet  nothing  was  done,  or  even  pro*  I  ance  of  Members  which  would  be  4^- 
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gave  notice  of  action  igainst  Mr.  Unwin 
for  trespass,  and  that  gentleman  applied 
to  Lord  John  Russell  to  undertake  his 
defence.  The  Government  declined.  Mr. 
Unwin  was  now  dead ;  but  there  never 
was  a  more  active  magistrate.  He  cer- 
tainly was  no  partizan  of  her  Majestv'^ 
late  Goverunient;  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  strongly  opposed  to  them ;  but»  had 
he  been  their  warmest  adherent,  he  could 
not  have  done  more  to  repress  Chartism. 
The  answer  given  to  his  application  by 
the  Home-Office,  was  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Phillips,  by  command  of  the  Marquess 
of  Normanby,  in  which  the  noble  Mar- 
quess  regretted,  that  the  magistrates  had 
proceeded  to  (he  search  of  any  house  with- 
out having  had  a  sworn  information  before 
them,  or  without  previously  communicat- 
ing with  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  it 
was  at  variance  with  his  previous  instruc- 
tions  to  the  magistrates.  Before  that 
period,  not  one  word  had  ever  been  said 
against  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates. 
In  his  opinion,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Se- 
cretary of  Stale  at  all  times  to  support  the 
magistracy;  but  in  this  case,  the  noble 
Marquess  had  gone  out  of  his  way,  and 
bad  invented  facts,  in  order  to  cast  blame 
upon  them.  This  was  a  most  extraordi- 
nary case,  and  one  which,  he  thought, 
deserving  their  Lordships'  attention.  The 
noble  Duke  concluded  by  moving — 

*<  That  an  htimble  Address  be  presented,  to 

her  Majesty,  praying  that  her  Majesty  will  be 

pleased   to  take  into  her  Majesty's  gracious 

consideration   the  case  of  the  late   Edward 

Unwin,  Esq.,  of  Sutton,  in  Ashfield,  in  the 

county  of  Nottingham,  late  a  magistrate  of 

the  said  county,  and  the  defendant  in  an  action 

for  trespass,  brought  against  him  by  one  fo* 

seph  Broyan,  of  Sutton,  in  Ashfield  aforesaid, 

for  acts  done  in  the  discharge  of  hi^  public 

duty,  as  a  magistrate,  in  obedience  to  the  in* 

structions  contained  in  a  circular  letter  of  the 

7th  May,  1839,  from  the  right  hon.  Lord  John 

Russell,  then  one  of  her  Majesty's  principal 

Secretaries  of  State,  and  in  furtherance  of  the 

-       J.*  1.^  jTi'.i'ai-      purposes  of  her  Majesty's  GovemroenL" 

found ;  but  many  letters  signed  Pitkeith-    '^    ^  ^    ^ 

ley,  which  Mr.  Unwin  considered  to  be  of  |     The  Marquess  of  Normanby  said,  he 

a  treasonable  nature,  were  seized,  copies  could  not  help  regarding  the  motion  of 

of  which  he  forwarded  to  Lord  John  Rus-  the  noble  Duke  as  an  unprecedented  one 

sell;  and   Mr.  Phillips,  by  the  desire  of  —that,  upon  an  ex par^e  statement,  with- 

Lord    John   Russell,    acknowledged   the  out  the  knowledge  of  the  facte  before  tha 

receipt,  thanked  the  magistrates  for  their  executive    Government,  their    Lordshipi 

zeal,  but  stated  that  the  noble  Lord  had  should  be  called  upon  to  take  upon  them- 

no  directions  to  give  them.    Not  one  word  selves  the  responsibility  of  advising  the 

was  then  said  against  the  perfect  legality  Crown  to  indemnify  a  party.    The  noble 

and  order  of  the  proceedings  taken  by  Duke  knew  that  he  was  most  unwilling 

them.    Two  months  after  that*  Broyan  that  this  case  should  come  before  the 


iirable ;  and  let  him  add,  that  he  bad  no 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  public  would  be 
in  any  degree  inconvenienced  by  post- 
poning the  question  till  full  time  should  be 
given  for  its  discussion. 

The  Earl  of  Radtwr  felt  sure,  that  if 
important  measures  were  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, there  would  be  found  no  deficiency 
of  attendance. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Maksfield  Magistrates.]  The  Duke 
of  Portland  rose  to  submit  a  motion 
founded  on  the  papers  which  recently  had 
been  laid  before  the  House,  containing 
the  correspondence  between  the  magis- 
trates of  Mansfield  and  Lord  John  Rus- 
sell, the  Marquess  of  Normanby,  the  Duke 
of  Portland,  and  others,  on  the  subject  of 
an  action  brought  against  one  of  their 
body,  who  was  defendant  in  an  action 
brought  against  him  for  trespass  in  the 
discharge  of  bis  duty.  The  noble  Duke 
was  understood  to  say,  that  the  magis- 
trates of  Mansfield  had  received  informa- 
tion, that  on  August  12th.  1839,  it  was 
probable  there  would  be  an  eruption  of 
Chartists  into  the  town.  The  magistrates 
bad  met,  and  a  Mr.  Unwin,  one  of  the 
body,  had  told  them  that  he  had  certain 
information,  that  in  many  houses  there 
were  arms  concealed  for  treasonable  pur- 
poses; and  that  if  those  houses  were 
searched,  they  would  find  them.  Now, 
the  magistrates  had  great  doubts  as  to 
whether  they  possessed  any  authority  to 
search  for  arms,  and  the  clerk  to  the 
magistrates  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
they  had  no  such  authority.  The  appre- 
hended meeting  of  Chartists  took  place. 
They  were  dispersed  without  difficulty, 
and  some  of  them  were  taken  np ;  but  in 
the  evening,  constables,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  Unwin,  a  magistrate, 
went  to  the  house  of  Joseph  Broyan,  in 
order  to  search  for  arms.     No  arms  were 
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House*  One  reason  was,  that  he  shouM 
have  to  speak  of  the  conduct  of  a  person 
now  no  more.  The  noble  Dake  bad  stated 
that  every  one  of  Mr.  Unwin's  acts  had 
been  founded  on  the  letter  of  Lord  John 
Russell.  If  that  noble  Lord  was  to  bear 
the  responsibility  of  the  proceedings  of 
Mr.  Unwin,  why  was  he  not  informed  of 
them  >  [The  Duke  of  Portland ;  He  was.] 
He  begg;ed  the  noble  Duke's  pardon.  He 
was  not  informed  that  there  had  been  a 
search  for  arms  till  Mr.  Broyan  brought 
his  action.  The  House  was  not  searched 
under  a  warrant ;  it  was  distinctly  ad- 
mitted on  the  trial  that  there  was  no 
warrant.  Mr.  Unwin,  a  magistrate,  was 
present  at  the  search,  bnt  there  was  no 
warrant,  although  the  letter  of  Messrs. 
Parsons  and  Benn  stated,  that  "  a  copy 
of  the  warrant,  under  which  the  search 
and  seizure  of  papers  was  made,'*  had  been 
forwarded  to  him  (Lord  Normanby.)  If 
Lord  John  Russell  and  the  Government 
were  to  bear  the  responsibility  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, at  least  the  magistrates  should 
have  stated  all  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  took  place.  It  had  been  the 
opinion  of  the  jurv  at  the  trial,  under  the 
direction  of  the  judee,  that  Mr.  Unwin 
had  not  been  justified  in  the  seizure.  He 
bad  told  their  Lordships  that  no  commu- 
nication had  been  made  to  Lord  John 
Russell  at  the  time ;  but  he  went  a  step 
Airiheri  no  eommunication  had  been  made 
to  him  for  two  months  after.  This  was  a 
period  of  considerable  anxiety,  when  there 
was  more  of  organization  for  purposes  of 
unlawful  violence  and  for  illegal  acta  than 
be  I  ever  recollected;  and  amongst  other 
sources  of  disturbance  of  the  peace,  those 
who  lived  on  the  outskirts  of  the  aedittous 
districts  propagated  unfounded  reports. 
The  iDforroaiion  respecting  the  collection 
of  arms  was  of  this  description :  many  of 
these  statements  were  founded  upon  mere 
bearsay-*-a  person  saying,  *'  I  should  not 
wonder  if  there  were  arms  in  liuch  a  place." 
In  the  instance  before  their  Lordships,  the 
magistrate  had  acted  on  insufBcient  infor- 
mation ;  a  house  was  searched,  and  no 
arms  were  found  there.  The  letter  of 
Messrs.  Parsons  and  Benn,  the  clerks  to 
the  magistrates,  dated  the  15th  November, 
showed  they  felt  that  Mr.  Unwin  had  acted 
wrong* 

*'Altlieugh  it  may  appear,*'  tbey  said, 
*<  under  the  peculiarly  difficolt  situation  in 
which  the  magistrates  hare  been  placed,  they 
may  hava  ejMnad  a  rigour  beyond  the  law^ 


yet,  as  their  determined  resistance  to  the  Char* 
tists  has  obviously  secured  the  peace  of  thia 
county,  they  trust  that  your  Lordship  will 
favour  them  with  your  counsel  and  assistaaoa 
on  this  trying  occasion." 

In  reply  to  this  application,  he  had  ac- 
quainted the  magistrates  with  his  opinion 
regarding  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Unwin,  and 
he  had  declined  to  take  any  part  in  the 
business,  or  to  offer  any  advice.  Now,  if 
the  magistrates  had  expected  that  the 
Government  should  bear  the  responsibility 
of  their  acts,  was  it  not  extraordinary  that 
they  should  not  have  stated  that  they  bad 
acted  in  conformity  with  the  directions  of 
Ix>rd  John  Russell?  But  no  such  a  thing. 
The  notice  of  action  by  Joseph  Broyan 
was  to  this  effect. 

'Tor  having  on  the  12th  of  August  last, 
illegallv  and  with  force  of  arms  broken  and 
entered  the  dwelling-house  of  Broyan,  and  il]e« 
gaily  searched  the  rooms,  drawers,  and  piesaet, 
and  seized  and  detained  certain  papers." 

Fie  had  directed  the  magistrates  to  be 
told  that 

**  He  regretted  very  much  that  before  Mr. 
Unwin  issued  his  warrant  for  entering  the 
house  of  Broyan,  and  for  the  seizure  of  arms, 
information  was  not  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  which  case  Mr.  Unwin  would  have 
been  informed  that  such  a  course  was  not  to 
be  yasttfied  in  point  of  law,  and  dangerous." 

Messrs.  Parsons  and  Benn  referred  to 
the  warrant  under  which  the  seizure  had 
been  made,  but  the  search  was  not  made 
under  that  warrant.  It  had  been  distinctly 
admitted  by  the  counsel  on  both  the  triala 
that  there  had  been  no  warrant,  and  tha 
judge  had  commented  upon  that  fact. 
[The  Duke  of  Portland.  It  referred  to 
other  houses.]  The  noble  Duke  was  in 
error;  it  did  not  refer  to  other  housef. 
The  information  on  which  the  search  waa 
made  merely  stated,  that 

^  Ephraisn  Sills,  hath  good  cause  to  suspect, 
and  doth  suspect,  that  certain  fire-arms  and 
other  offensive  weapons  had  been  coUected 
for  treasonable  purposes  by  John  Tomlinson, 
Thomas  Hunt,  Benjamin  Brandreth,  Joseph 
Broyan,  and  others.*' 

It  did  not  state  where  collected.  The 
warratu  stated  that  Sills  had  given  infor- 
mation upon  oath,  that  they  were  con- 
cealed  in  Broyan's  dwelhng-house;  hut 
these  Important  words  were  not  in  the 
information. 

Lord  Whamcliffe, — ^That  was  sufficient 
to  justify  the  search  of  the  house.  The 
warrant  set  forth  the  informational^ 
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The  MarquesB  of  Normanhu. — The 
warrtnt  sayt,  "  concealed  in  the  a welling- 
bouie;"  but  the  informatioQ  stated  no 
each  words,  and  it  was  upon  the  iafonna- 
tion  that  the  search  was  made.  The  no- 
ble Duke  objected  to  the  letter  he  had 
lent  on  the  19lh  of  November;  but  he 
was  ready  to  justify  it  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case.  In  that  letter  Mr. 
Phillipps  said — 

'^Gentlemen — I  am  directed  by  the  Mar- 
quess of  Normanbv  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  t5th  instant,  with  its  en- 
closures, and  to  inform  you  that  Lord  Nor* 
maoby  regrets  very  much  that  before  Mr.  Un- 
wio  issued  his  warrant  for  entering  the  house 
of  Joseph  Broyan  and  for  the  ssiture  of  arms, 
information  was  not  given  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  which  case  Mr.  Unwin  would  have 
been  informed  that  such  a  course  was  not  to 
be  justified  in  point  of  law,  and  dangerous, 
and  that  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  course 
which  th«  Secretary  of  State  has  recommended, 
and  at  variance  with  the  opinion  which  he  had 
generally  made  known  among  the  magiBtrates. 

<<  Under  these  circumstances  Lord  Normanby 
cannot  take  part  in  this  business,  nor  o0er  any 
advice  with  reference  to  the  action  of  which 
Mr.  Unwin  has  had  notice;  but  in  case  an 
aaion  should  be  brought,  and  the  party  should 
proceed  to  trial,  Lord  Normanby  will  be  ready, 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  proceedings,  to 
take  the  matter  again  into  consideration,  upon 
a  review  of  the  whole  of  tho  evidence  which 
shall  have  been  laid  before  the  court." 

Everything  that  had  since  occurred  had 
convinced  him  of  the  propriety  of  that 
letter,  and  that  Mr.  Uuwin  had  acted 
rashly,  ineontiderately,  and  illegally,  and 
net,  according  to  the  words  of  the  noble 
Duke's  motion,  **  in  conformity  with  the 
insuuetioos  of  the  Government.'^  The 
letter  of  the  35th  of  January,  to  which 
also  the  noble  Duke  alladed,  established 
an  additional  ground  for  confirming  him 
in  the  view  he  took  of  this  ease.  He 
never  saw  Mr.  Unwin  but  once  in  his  life, 
and  that  was  towards  the  end  of  Decem- 
ber or  beginning  of  January,  when  Mr. 
Unwin  oama  late  in  the  evening  to  his 
office,  and  entered  into  details  of  the 
alarming  state  of  his  district ;  to  all  which 
bis  reply  was,  I  hat  this  was  all  very  seri- 
ous, provided  it  was  authentic ;  but  that 
it  was  to  be  regretted  that  much  of  the 
information  from  that  part  of  the  country 
was  derived  from  sources  to  which  no 
credit  onght  to  be  attached.  A  few  davs 
after  that  he  received  a  letter  from  the 
noblf  Duke,  stating  that  he  could  not 
lesirn  anytiiing  more  about  the  fire^arns. 


This  was  after  the  riots  at  Newport.  On 
the  25th  of  January,  1840,  he  directed 
Mr.  Phillipps  to  write  the  following  letter 
to  Mr.  Unwio:-* 

*'  Whitehall,  Jan.  25,  1640. 
^  Sir — Lord  Normanby  directs  me  to  inform 
you,  with  reference  to  a  statement  made  by 
vou  as  to  the  fact  of  a  large  number  of  arms 
being  kept  in  the  house  of  a  person,  who  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  attending  Chartists  meet« 
ings,  (to  which  statement  the  Duke  of  Port* 
land  has  called  his  Lordship's  attention).  Lord 
Normanby  advises,  in  ease  you  can  obtain  in- 
formation upon  oath  that  a  large  nombor  of 
arms  are  kept  in  the  house  of  such  a  person 
for  an  illegal  use  and  purpose,  as  the  infor* 
mant  believes^  that  a  warrant  should  be  issued 
for  searching  for  the  arms ;  and  that  the  armS| 
if  found,  should  be  taken  possession  of,  and 
kept  safely  by  the  magistrates." 

To  that  advice  he  still  adhered.  But 
nothing  was  done  in  consequence  of  that 
letter;  Mr.  Uuwin  found  that  he  had  been 
deceived,  and  no  steps  were  taken.  The 
noble  Duke  hsd  also  alluded  to  the  charge 
of  Mr.  Justice  Littledale  at  the  trial,  but 
he  bad  not  said  one  word  respecting  the 
charge  of  Lord  Chief  Justice  Denman  at 
the  other  trial.  The  noble  Duke  called 
upon  iheir  Lordships  to  assent  to  the 
motion,  because  the  act  had  been  done  in 
conformity  with  the  directions  of  Lord 
John  Russell;  but  Lord  Chief  Justioe 
Denman  said : 

**  It  has  been  stated  that  Lord  John  Rns«. 
seirs  letter  had  been  acted  upon ;  but  Lord 
John  Russell's  letter  was  not  the  law,  and  if 
it  had  been,  it  did  not  go  to  the  defence  of 
Mr.  Unwin.  The  information  did  not.  state 
that  the  arms  had  been  seen.  It  was  a  mere 
suspicion  on  which  the  magistrates  acted,  and 
this  fell  far  short  of  what  was  required  by 
Lord  John  Russell." 

This  was  Lord  Denman's  language,  and  it 
fully  con6rmed  him  in  his  opinion  of  the 
propriety  of  the  course  which  he  had  par* 
sued  when  he  promised  to  reconsider  the 
case  after  all  tne  facts  should  have  been 
laid  before  a  jury.  No  doubt  Lord  Den- 
man  and  Mr.  Justice  Littledale  said  there 
were  circumstances  in  the  plaintiff's  case 
which  were  not  above  suspicion,  and  which 
might  have  been  and  which  ought  to  have 
been  explained ;  but  Lord  Denmao  ob« 
served  also  :— 

*"  It  excites  sarpHse  in  my  mtad,  that  the 
man  who  ^ave  this  information  is  not  here  lo« 
day*  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  result  of 
'  manaffemcnt,'  and  that  the  object  wu  aot  to 
Starch  for  arms,  but  for  papers.'*  ^.^Tp 
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It  wa»  sworn  oq  that  occasion  that  Mr. 
(Jo win,  on  seizing  some  papers,  said  :— 

<*  This  is  what  I  all  along  wanted." 

Circumstances  came  out  on  the  second 
trial  which  corroborated  the  suspicions 
arising  from  this  transaction.  A  Doctor 
M*Neish,  who  was  examined  for  the  de- 
fence, on  being  cross-examined  by  the 
plaintifT^s  counsel,  said  that  he  lived  in 
Sills'ft  bouse,  and  that  he  could  not  believe 
him  (Sills)  on  his  oath;  and  that  Mr. 
Unwin  had  told  him  that  his  reason  for 
not  calling  Sills  on  the  first  trial  was,  that 
he  feared  he  would  only  injure  the  defence 
and  disgrace  himself  (Sills).  What  did 
Mr.  Justice  Littledale  say  on  the  first 
trial  ?- 

^  The  defence  set  up  is,  that  the  country 
was  in  an  excited  state.  It  appears  that  war- 
rants were  granted  for  searching  other  houses, 
bnt  that  no  warrant  was  granted  for  searching 
Brovan%  and  that  Mr.  Unwin  reserved  that 
for  his  own  pergonal  search ;  for  what  object 
does  not  appear." 

Some  stress  had  been  laid  upon  the  docu- 
ments found  in  Broyan's  house,  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  copy  of  the  address  from 
the  general  convention.  But  it  was  evident 
that  this  latter  document  was  not  much 
prized,  when  it  was  used  to  wrap  round 
stockings.  It  had  been  also  said,  that 
Broyan  had  attended  meetings  of  riotous 
persons.  But  surely  this  could  not  be  a 
justification  for  breaking  into  his  house  to 
search  for  arms.  The  noble  Duke  wanted 
the  House  to  address  the  Crown  to  do 
that  which  had  never  been  done  before.  It 
was  not  the  fact,  that  Mr.  Unwin's  con- 
duct was  in  exact  conformity  to  the  rule 
laid  down  by  their  Lordships  and  Lord 
John  Russell.  No  one  could  say,  that  the 
dignity  of  the  Bench  was  improved  by 
what  came  out  on  the  trial  about  Mr. 
Unwin  searching  the  drawers  of  this  man*s 
daughter.  When  be  coupled  with  that, 
that  Mr.  Unwin  acted  on  his  own  authority 
without  warrant — without  having  taken 
the  opinion  of  the  Bench,  that  other 
houses  were  searched  upon  warrants  by 
magistrates,  and  that  Mr.  Unwin  took 
away  not  what  he  was  instructed  by  Lord 
John  Russell  to  search  for;  all  these 
circumstances  combined,  justified  him  in 
maintaining  that  this  was  an  exception  to 
the  invariable  practice.  He  was  not  in- 
clined to  throw  suspicion  on  Mr.  Unwin's 
inotives.  He  happened  at  one  period  to 
live  in  Mr,  Unwin's  neighbourhood,  and 


he  knew  that  his  character  was,  that  be 
had  a  constitutional  infirmity  of  wishing  to 
take  the  law  into  his  own  hands,  not  that 
he  perverted  the  law,  but  he  liked  to 
execute  it.  Mr.  Unwin  would  much  rather 
take  the  poacher  himself  than  commit 
that  duty  to  any  other  person.  He  con- 
sidered all  these  to  be  irregularities.  There 
was  no  instance  in  which  a  magistrate^ 
under  such  circumstances,  had  been  in- 
demnified. It  was,  however,  open  to  his 
noble  Friend  to  make  an  appeal  else- 
where for  the  revision  of  his  decision.  If 
his  appeal  was  successful,  he  should  think 
that  he  was  wrong.  He  was  satisfied  with 
having  discharged  his  duty  in  the  situation 
which  he  then  filled.  As  he  was  obliged 
to  proceed  to  the  country  after  to-day,  he 
was  anxious  that  Government  should  con- 
sider whether  it  was  fitting  that  they 
should  annul  anappointment  which,  under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  he  had  felt 
it  right  to  make.  He  felt  that  any  person 
who  should  come  to  the  decision  of  the 
question  whether  there  should  be  a  legal 
adviser  to  the  Home  Office,  from  a  view 
of  the  present  state  of  the  business,  would 
form  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  the  business 
at  the  time  to  which  he  alluded,  fie 
thought  he  could  prove  that,  at  all  times, 
it  would  be  an  economical  thing.  The 
Home  Office  had  most  multifarious,  nume- 
rous, and  important  business  to  transact. 
They  should  have  ready  access  to  legal 
advice.  He  was  only  expressing  Mr. 
Phillips's  opinion  when  he  stated,  that,  at 
the  time  this  correspondence  passed,  he 
felt  his  hands  overloaded  with  business  of 
this  description.  Business  increased  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year.  The  trials  at 
Monmouth  took  place,  and  circumstances 
occurred  which  convinced  him  (Lord  Nor- 
manby)  that  it  would  be  good  policy  to 
have  a  solicitor  for  the  Home  Department. 
He  was  satisfied  that  be  did  right  in  makin*; 
the  appointment.  As  to  some  cbaiges  he 
had  made  considerable  saving.  The  refer- 
ence to  the  law-officers  was  conducted  in 
a  much  more  satisfactory,  efficient,  and 
speedy  manner.  He  regretted  very  much 
that  the  noble  Duke  should  have  felt  it  his 
duty  to  bring  this  matter  before  the  House. 
He  considered  the  state  of  the  country 
now  to  be  different  from  what  it  was  at 
that  time.  He  had  the  consolation  to 
think  that  the  law  was  vindicated  without 
any  violation  of  the  regular  march  of  the 
constitution.  Misguided  men  were  brought 
to  justice,    and   juries  throughoat    the 
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country  performed  their  duties  in  the  most  ■ 
eieroplary  manner.  From  the  noble  Duke 
and  the  magistrates  of  Mansfield,  he  ap- 
pealed to  the  magistrates  of  the  rest  of  the 
country.  This  circular  was  addressed  to 
all  the  magistrates ;  all  had  acted  on  it, 
and  none  of  them  had  got  into  this  scrape 
except  Mr.  Unwin. 

Lord  Whamdiffe  was  far  from  denying 
that  his  noble  Friend  opposite  had  always 
shown  himself  ready  to  attend    to    the 
business  of  the  Home-Office,  and  that  he 
showed  every  disposition  to  perform  his 
duty ;  but  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
his  noble  Friend  had  in  this  country  been 
influenced  by  the  same  sort  of  feeliog 
which  he  manifested  in  Ireland,  namely,  a 
disposition  against  the  country  gentlemen 
and  magistrates,  rather  than  an  inclina- 
tion to  look  favourably  and  kindly  upon 
their  actions.     Now,  he  conceived  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  a  Secretary  of  State  to  put 
himself,  in  the  first  place,  upon  a  footing 
of  confidence  with  the  magistrates  of  the 
country ;  but  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
perform  that  part  of  his  duties,  if,  upon 
every  occasion  he  was  betrayed  into  a 
leaning  against  them,  and  in  favour  of 
every  one  who  thought  proper  to  com- 
plain  of   their  conduct.     To    betray  a 
feeling  adverse  to  the  country  gentlemen 
and  the  magistracy,  was,  in  all  respects, 
inconsistent  with  the  character  and  duties 
of  a  Home  Secretary,  and  no  country 
could  be  well  governed  where  such  a  state 
of  feeling    and  the  practice  consequent 
on  it  could  be  suffered  to  exist.  His  noble 
Friend,  the  noble  Duke  near  him,  had  said, 
that  Lord  John  Russell's  letter  gave  no 
authority  for  the  seizure  of  arms ;  now, 
he  (Lord  Whamdiffe)  distinguished  be- 
tween the  seizure  of  arms  and  the  seizure 
of  papers.     It  was  true  that  no  warrant 
had  been  issued  in  the  case  for  the  seizure 
of  papers,  but  if  the  magistrate  made  a 
bona  fide  search  for  arms  it  was  clearly 
matter  distinct  from  the  search  for  papers. 
Was  he  laying  down  the  law  upon  this 
subject  unsupported  by  sufficient  authority  ? 
He  could  snow  from  the  words  of  Mr. 
Justice  Littledale  that  the  law  was  clearly 
with  him;  and  here  he  must  take  the 
liberty  of  saying  that  the  noble  Marquess 
ought  not  to  place  implicit  reliance  upon 
the  statements  of  newspapers  known  to  be 
the  organs  of  the  party  opposed  to  that 
to  which  Mr.  Unwin  belonged.     In  dis- 
tricts so  circumstanced  as  those  to  which 
the  present  conversation  referred  it  almost 
VOLUX.    {JSJ} 


always  happened  that  the  newspapers  on 
both  sides  went  great  lengths ;  their  re- 
ports even  of  the  summing-up  of  a  judge 
might  not  be  strictly  impartial,  they  might 
be  distorted  ;  he  had  known  such  things 
done,  and  he  believed  done  for  party  pur- 
poses. To  return,  however,  to  the  position 
which  he  sought  to  sustain,  he  had  said, 
that  if  the  magistrates  possessed  any  in- 
formation which  gave  them  good  grounds 
for  thinking  that  any  individual  was  un« 
lawfully  in  the  possession  of  arms,  they 
might  go  to  his  house  and  make  a  search 
for  such  arms^  and  that  a  magistrate  might 
go  without  a  warrant,  and  might  in  his 
own  person  make  a  search  for  arms. 
He  would  show  their  Lordships  that  in 
saying  this  he  was  supported  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  learned  judge  who  tried  the 
cause.  As  their  Lordships  knew,  the 
judges  in  such  cases  were  accustomed  to 
state  the  evidence  fro  and  contra^  then 
to  give  a  general  view  of  the  question  at 
issue,  and  to  conclude  with  a  statement 
of  the  law  as  applicable  to  the  case.  Now, 
he  should  quote  the  charge  of  the  learned 
judge,  not  from  the  reports  of  any  coun- 
try or  any  party  print,  but  from  a  report 
transcribed  from  the  notes  of  a  professional 
short-hand  writer,  who  had  been  employed 
to  take  down  the  proceedings : — 

"  Now,  Gentlemen,''  says  Mr,  Justice  Lit- 
tledale, "  it  will  be  material  for  you  to  con- 
sider the  question  about  the  arms  and  the 
question  about  the  papers.  With  regard  to 
arms,  it  appears  there  had  been  a  regular 
information  laid  before  Mr.  Unwin,  (the  de- 
fendant), that  there  was  reason  to  believe  arms 
would  be  found  in  different  people's  houses, 
aud  accordingly  warrants  appear  to  have  been 
granted,  and  several  houses  were  searched, 
and  nothing  found  in  them;  but  as  to  the 
plaintiff,  Mr.  Unwin  thought  he  would  take 
the  responsibility  himself,  and,  instead  of 
granting  a  warrant,  he  would  go  and  execute 
the  duty  himself,  and  that  he  certainly  had  a 
right  to  do.  Then,  gentlemen,  they  find  no 
arms  in  the  House ;  well,  but  had  he  a  well- 
grounded  reason  for  supposing  the  plaintiff 
had  arms?  You  see  information  is  laia  before 
him,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  a  magistrate,  when 
information  is  made,  to  consider  whether  that 
information  is  sufficient  for  him  to  act  upon  $ 
if  the  information  is  slight,  or  if  it  does  not 
look  like  the  truth,  he  ought  to  discard  it ;  he 
ought  to  watch  the  information  he  receives 
well  before  he  grants  a  warrant.  However, 
he  goes  for  arms,  but  no  arms  were  found. 
Still  you  will  recollect  it  is  in  evidence  that 
on  Broyan's  being  told  there  was  a  report 
abroad  there  was  to  be  a  search  for  arms,  and 
being  advised  to  get  any  arms  he  might  have 
2M 
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out  of  the  vay«  be  said  he  had  already  takeo 
that  precaution,  that  be  bad  already  got  them 
out  of  the  way  ;  therefore  it  does  appear  there 
was  reasonable  ground  for  supposing  there 
had  been  arms  in  the  house.  Now,  any  man 
may  keep  arms  in  his  house  if  they  are  kept 
for  lawful  purposes,  there  is  nothing  illegal  in 
that ;  but  he  is  not  entitled  to  have  arms  if  he 
means  to  use  them  for  illegal  purposes^  but 
the  question  is  whether  he  did.  If  a  roan  have 
arms  in  his  house,  meaning  to  use  them  for 
legal  purposes,  the  magistrate  would  not  be 
justified,  1  imagine,  in  taking  them  away;  but 
if  he  had  grounds  to  suppose  he  intended  net 
to  use  them  for  legal  purposes,  but  that  his 

Sirpose  was  to  join  with  others  to  subvert  the 
overnment  and  constitution  of  the  country, 
and  to  banish  all  good  orders-then,  in  that 
case,  it  would  be  lawful  to  seize  them.  It  ap- 
pears that  Crabtree  and  Pitkeithley  came  to 
the  house  of  the  plaintiff,  and  Crabtree  pro- 
duces from  a  bag»  this  dagger  and  two  knives, 
which  he  said  he  was  going  to  take  to  the 
convention.  Now,  gentlemen,  these  knives, 
and  this  dagger  are  not  sucb  as  could  be  used 
for  common  household  purposes,  or  for  cutting 
sticks  or  bushes  or  anything  of  the  sort ;  they 
are  evidently  arms  of  force.  You  will  look 
at  them  and  judge  for  yourselves,  and  see 
whether  they  could  be  used  for  common  pur- 
pose<,  or  whether  they  are  not  arms  of  an  of- 
fensive nature.  Gentlemen,  you  see,  as  to 
arms,  it  will  be  for  you  to  consider  whether 
the  defendant  had  good  reason  to  believe  the 
plaintiff  was  concerned  in  these  proceedings 
of  the  Chartists  and  to  act  as  he  did,  and  that 
he  acted  bandjide  in  going  into  his  bouse." 

Their  Lordships  must  now  see  very 
clearly  that  the  judge  distinctly  laid  it 
down  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Unwin  was 
according  to  law.  He  asked,  did  be  act 
b(ma  Jide  ?  [Lord  Brougham :  He  left  it 
to  the  jury  to  say  whether  he  had  done  so 
or  not.]  He  clearly  told  the  jury,  that  if 
his  search  for  arms  was  uot  used  as  a  pre- 
text with  a  view  to  the  accomplishment 
of  some  other  subject,  but  was  a  bona  fide 
search,  that  in  such  a  case  his  conduct 
was  perfectly  legal.  It  might  be  doubled, 
perhaps,  whether  ha  had  a  right  to  insti- 
tute any  search  for  papers,  but  there  could 
be  no  sort  of  doubt  that  upon  the  infor- 
mation he  had  received,  he  was  fully  en- 
titled to  search  for  arms;  he  might  not 
have  had  a  strict  rif^bt  to  search  for 
papers;  but  let  their  Lordships  look 
at  the  state  of  the  country,  and  espe- 
cially at  the  state  of  that  district,  during 
the  time  to  which  those  proceedings 
had  reference.  It  was  well  known 
that  there  existed  a  dangerous  conspiracy ; 
that  numbers  of  men  were  in  .the  habit 
of  aNtnbliAfy  aimed  ia  an  illagal  nannar, 


and  for  illegal  purposes ;  that  thay 
ried  on  correspondence  with  other  fiarta 
of  the  country ;  that  the  magistrates  be« 
lieved  that  the  person  whose  house  tbay 
searched  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  thai 
conspiracy.  Mr.  Unwin  went  most  cer- 
tainly for  the  purpose  of  searchiog  for 
arms ;  and  being  engaged  in  that  duty  he 
found  certain  papers  of  which  he  took 
possession,  and  if  in  the  search  for  arms 
he  took  possession  of  those  papers,  some 
of  which  belonged  to  other  parties*  be 
might  perhaps  have  done  that  which  reo* 
dered  bim  amenable  to  the  courts  of  law  } 
but  he  (Lord  WharncUffe)  took  upon  him- 
self to  say  that  no  magistrate  could  be 
considered  to  have  done  bis  duty  who 
neglected  the  opportunity  of  taking  poa* 
session  of  papers  on  which  the  peace  of 
the  country  depended.  The  lives  and 
properties  of  our  fellow-subjeets  were  ai 
stake,  and  were  th(y  to  be  told,  that  un- 
der such  circumstancea  the  magistracy  of 
the  country  must  be  tied  down  by  the 
strict  rules  of  a  severe  and  unchangeable 
system  of  law  ?  In  such  circumstancea  the 
Government  ought  to  take  the  conse- 
quences upon  themselves.  It  would  not 
do  in  times  of  sucb  difficulty  and  dangar 
as  those  in  which  the  circumstancea  in 
question  took  place  to  withdraw  support 
from  the  magistracy.  If  in  such  timea 
the  magistrates  went  beyond  the  strict 
line  of  their  doty  were  the  Government  to 
say,  **  We  will  take  away  all  protection 
from  you  f  The  noble  Marquess  oppo« 
site  seemed  to  think  that  the  instraclione 
of  Lord  J.  Russell  formed  no  sufficient 
defence  for  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates ; 
but  to  bim  (Lord  WharnclifTe)  auch  a 
letter  did  uot  so  appear.  If  he»  aa  e 
inaKist rale,  .received  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  desiring  him  to  do  cet^ 
tain  things,  he  admitted  that  he  abould  do 
them  on  his  own  responsibility,  for,  as  had 
well  been  said,  "  the  Secretary  of  Stale 
could  make  no  lawa— thank  God»  he  could 
not."  Hera,  however*  was  a  case  in  which 
the  magistiate  bad  not  adhered  strictly  to 
the  law  ;  but,  yei,  if  he  had  done  so,  be 
must  have  transgressed  bis  duty.  There 
were  times  in  which  aiafistrates  could  not 
do  so,  iox  an  over- scrupulous  observance 
of  forms  would  destroy  the  efficiency  of 
the  magisterial  office.  Now,  ha  b^;ed 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  Ungoage 
held  by  Mr.  Justice  Liuledale  epon  ifaia 
point:— 
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<<Now»  with  regard  to  papers,  nothing  ia 
said  in  tha  information  ahout  them ;  hut,  when 
he  gets  there,  on  looking  into  various  drawers, 
it  appears  theie  is  a  letter  in  which  is  the 
name  of  a  person,  who  says  '  has  been  going 
about  thp  country  inciting  people  to  acts  of 
rebellion  and  treason,  and  who  ought  to  have 
been  hanged  long  ago,  this  is  what  I  want 
nod  I  shall  take  Uiero  all  away.'  Now,  I  do 
not  know  whether  he  bad  a  right  to  take  them 
all  away.  Now,  what  are  the  ielters  ?  There 
is  a  letter  which  alludes  to — 

"Mr.  Serjeant  Adams.— .There  are  eight 
letters,  and  there  is  one  which  talks  of 
•  Bloody  botchers.*" 

^Mr.  Justice  LiUledalfr— (having  read  the 
leltars  given  in  evidence)— >Geotlem en,  I  have 
pointed  out  ihe  distinction  as  to  arms  being 
kept  for  legal  and  illegal  purposes ;  and,  as  to 
these  tetters,  you  will  say  whether  the  defend- 
ant was  justified.  If  you  are  of  opinion  he  is 
not,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  compensation 
If  the  defendant  has  acted  illegally.  You  will 
say,  upon  the  whole,  whether  you  think  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  verdict,  and  if  so«  tlien 
to  what  damages.  Gentlemen,  I  have  pointed 
out  the  distinction  to  be  observed  between 
arms  kept  for  legal  and  illegal  purposes. 
Every  man  has  a  right  to  have  arms  in  his 
house,  but  if  there  is  reason  to  believe  such 
nrms  are  kept  for  an  illegal  purpose,  for  the 
pvrpoee  of  aiding  and  assisting  in  the  over* 
turning  of  the  Government,  and  that  this 
gentleman  had  an  honest,  just,  and  reasonable 
ground  that  arms  were  kept  by  the  plaintiff 
with  some  such  evil  design,  then  he  was  justi- 
fied in  going  to  the  House  as  he  did,  and 
either  taking  a  constable,  or  granting  a  warrant 
to  a  constable.  Then,  gentlemen,  with  regard 
to  the  papers,  thai  stands  upon  a  different 
froiiMl,  because  these  papers,  you  see,  cannot 
•f  themselves  be  used  for  any  purpose ;  it  is 
only  that  they  are  there,  and  that  they  may 
chance  to  afford  information  of  what  the  plain- 
tiff's proceedings  are.  !  must  own  I  have  great 
difldculty  in  saying  he  can  be  justified  in  seizing 
papers,  whatever  he  may  do  about  arms.  I  do 
nM  know  that  a  magistrate  having  a  suspicion, 
hm  a  right  to  go^  upon  a  mere  suspicion,  and 
take  away  papers  that  may  have  a  tendency  to 
overturn  the  Government.  You  see  the  ma- 
gistrate acts  entirely  on  his  own  head  ;  he  does 
not  go  to  search  for  papers,  and  he  finds  no 
arms ;  but,  on  looking  over  some  papers,  he 
finds  the  name  of  a  person,  and  his  attention 
ia  thus  direded  to  them,  and  be  takes  them 
away.  Now,  I  have  great  difficulty  in  saying 
that  a  magistrate,  whatever  notion  be  may  have 
of  acting  hotd  fidt^  has  a  right  to  take  away 
letters.  You  do  not  find  that  the  plaintiff  had 
taken  any  steps  in  consequence  of  these  letters, 
or  eorresponaed  with  the  persons  f  it  is  merely 
that  he  receives  some  letters;  it  may  be  a 
tround  lor  praceediog  against  Pitkeithley,  but 
I  havo  great  diffioulty  in  saying,  upon  the 
whole  of  this  case,  that  wiih  reeard  to  these 
letters,  the  msgistrste  wss  justified  in  taking 


them  away,  though  I  have  no  doubt,  with  re< 
gard  to  the  arms,  he  had  the  power,  if  he  had 
reasonable  grounds  for  believing  the  plaintiff 
had  arms  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  in  an 
improper  and  treasonable  manner;  he  would 
have  no  right  to  seize  arms  kept  in  the  house 
for  the  purpose  of  poaching,  it  must  be  for  an 
illegal  purpose,  having  a  tendency  to  ovdrtura 
the  Government.  With  regard  to  the  papers, 
the  defendant  had  uo  information  as  to  liiem  ; 
it  was  merely  that  he  sees  some  person's  name, 
and  then  he  takes  them  away;  he  did  not  find 
what  he  went  for,  but  having  seen  an  allusion 
made  in  a  letter  to  a  person,  who,  he  said, 
ought  to  have  been  hanged  years  ago,  he 
takes  them  away.  In  my  opinion,  he  is  hardly 
justified  in  seising  the  papers;  however,  the 
matter  is  for  you,  and  you  will  consider  your 
verdict. 

'*  The  jury  thereupon  consulted,  and  after 
conferring  together  for  a  few  minutes,  one 
of  them  addressed  his  Lordship  as  follows : — 

**•  Juryman. — ^The  jury  wish  to  know,  whe^ 
tber  a  magistrate,  while  searching  for  arms, 
finding  treasonable  papers,  has  a  right  to  seize 
them? 

''  Mr.  Justice  Littledale. — I  cannot  say  he 
has  such  a  right ;  only  see,  if  he  comes  to 
search  for  arms,  it  cannot  give  him  a  right  to 
go  into  the  house  and  seize  papers ;  it  seems 
10  me  to  be  exactly  the  same  thing  as  if  he 
suspected  there  were  treasonable  papers,  and 
while  searching  for  them,  he  finds  arms.  He 
did  not  go  for  arms,  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  So,  if  he  was  searching  for  arms, 
that  would  not  give  him  a  right  to  search  for 
papers. 

'<  Juryman. — But  if  he  discovered  such  pa« 
pars,  was  he  justified  ? 

*' Mr.  Justice  Littledale.^I  do  not  think 
he  had  a  light  to  take  away  these  papers;  it 
seems  to  me.  Gentlemen,  he  had  no  such 
right. 

"  The  jury  having  conferred  together  very 
shortly, 

•*  Juryman.— My  Lord,  we  find  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  nominal  damages." 

He  had  now  read  to  them  the  words  of 
the  judge,  he  had  stated  to  them  the 
result  of  the  trial,  and  he  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say,  that  it  did  not  appear  to 
him  to  be  a  case  iu  which  the  Government 
should  show  the  sort  of  feeling  which  the 
Home  Office  had  manifested  in  the  course 
of  this  affair.  It  was  true  (hat  Mr.  Un- 
win  went  for  the  purpose  of.  making  a 
search  for  arms,  and  it  was  equally  true, 
that,  technically,  he  went  beyond  the  law. 
His  noble  Friend  opposite  had  ^aid,  that 
Mr.  Unwin  was  in  the  habit  of  going:  be- 
yond the  law.  [The  Marquess  of  Nor^ 
manby :  I  said  that  Mr.  Unwin  liked  to 
take  upon  himself  the  execution  of  the 
law.]  His  noble  Friend  had  spoken  of 
J  Ma  ^^^^  d'^  ' 
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Mr.  Unwin  aa  being  much  in  ihe  habit 
of  executing  the  law  himself,  and  being 
active  in  the  pursuit  of  poachers.  His 
noble  Friend  had  not,  perhaps,  suffi- 
cient practical  acquaintance  with  these 
matters.  That  mode  of  disparaging  the 
magistracy  was  very  common ;  their  sup- 
posed activity  against  poachers  was  often 
used  as  an  ad  captandum  argument. 
Counsel  frequently  took  advantage  of  it 
in  the  examination  of  witnesses;  they  were 
in  the  habit  of  saying,  *'  Oh,  he  is  a 
magistrate  very  active  against  poachers,  is 
he  not  V  Now,  it  was  really  not  worthy 
of  his  noble  Friend's  situation  that  he 
should  by  means  such  as  these,  try  to 
catch  a  little  approbation,  and  join  those 
who  endeavoured  to  make  it  appear  that 
themagistracyof  England  occupied  them- 
selves principally  with  the  prosecution  of 
poachers.  He  presumed  that  very  few 
noble  Lords  then  present  could  have  for- 
gotten the  events  of  the  12th  of  August, 
1839,  the  violent  assemblages  which  then 
took  place,  the  consequences  of  those  as- 
semblages, the  apprehension  of  a  great 
number  of  persons,  and  the  fact  that  seven 
persons  were  tried,  convicted,  and  pun- 
ished. In  such  a  state  of  things  he  was 
aare  their  Lordships  would  agree  with 
btm,  that  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Unwin  con- 
stituted no  very  grave  offence,  and  there- 
fore ought  not  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
pale  of  all  protection  ;  at  the  same  time, 
he  could  not  support  the  motion  of  his 
noble  Friend  near  him,  and  he  thought 
that  no  appeal  ought  to  be  made  on  such 
a  subject  lo  the  Government  now  in  office. 
Such  proceedings  would  take  from  the 
stability  of  the  executive  power  in  this 
country  ;  what  had  passed,  however,  ought 
to  satisfy  his  noble  Friend.  For  his  part, 
he  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  in  some 
cases,  magistrates  could  not  discharge 
their  duties,  if  they  were  to  be  confined, 
with  undeviating  precision,  to  the  strict 
letter  of  the  law. 

Lord  Brougham  observed,  that  what 
had  fallen  from  the  noble  Baron  who  last 
addressed  their  Lordships,  relieved  him 
from  the  necessity  of  stating  the  objections 
which  he  entertained  to  the  motion  then 
before  them.  The  noble  Baron  talked  of 
<■  protection  for  the  magistracy.**  No  one 
knew  better  than  he  did  the  ample  pro- 
tection which  they  enjoyed.  It  was  well 
known,  that  if  they  acted  hon^  fide^ 
their  errors  were  very  lightly  visited ; 
but  under  all  circumstances^  they  were 


largely  protected.  If  an  action  were 
brought  against  them,  that  action  must  be 
tried  in  the  county  where  the  occurrence 
took  place.  It  must  be  brought  within  six 
months,  a  month's  notice  must  be  given, 
the  defendant  might  plead  the  general  is- 
sue, and  under  that,  all  evidence  justifying 
his  conduct  might  be  let  in.  Yet  now  their 
Lordships  were  called  upon  to  say,  that  if 
the  magistrate  loses  his  cause,  the  Crown 
should  pay  the  expenses.  That,  with  hiiSt 
would  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  objecting 
to  this  motion,  if  there  were  no  other 
ground.  But  he  must  say,  that  Lord  John 
Russell  did  not  appear  to  him  to  have  mis- 
stated the  law  in  any  degree ;  it  roust  also 
be  observed,  that  the  report  of  what  had 
fallen  from  Mr.  Justice  Littledale  'at  the 
trial  was  probably  incorrect,  because  it 
made  that  learned  judge  mis-state  the 
information.  Howeveri  the  ioforroatioa 
omitted  to  state,  and  he  (Lord  Brougham) 
believed  designedly,  that  the  arms  were 
collected  in  the  dwelling-house  of  Joseph 
Broyan  ;  then  it  did  not  say  when,  ii  did 
not  say  where  those  arms  had  lieen  col- 
lected for  illegal  purposes.  This  inform* 
ation,  therefore,  would  hardly  give  the 
magistrates  the  right  to  search  for  arms ; 
but  it  was  absolutely  silent  about  papers. 
Mr.  Unwin,  therefore,  was  not  entitled  to 
search  for  papers;  and  although  the  whole 
gist  of  Mr.  Unwinds  defence  was,  that  he 
did  what  he  did  by  warrant  of  the  Secre- 
tory of  State's  letter,  yet  that  letter  dkl  not 
say  one  word  about  searching  for  papers. 
But  if  it  had  been  otherwii^e,  and  Lord 
John  Russeirs  letter  had  commanded  a 
search  for  papers,  it  would  most  clearly 
not  have  been  a  justification  of  such  search, 
still  less  surely  was  it  a  justification  when 
it  did  not  command  any  such  thing.  Then 
the  judge  and  jury  had  declared  the  ma- 
gistrates to  be  wrong.  In  every  view, 
therefore,  it  was  evident  that  this  motion 
ought  not  to  be  agreed  to,  and  this  ad- 
dress to  the  Crown,  which  he  believed  to 
be  perfectly  unprecedented,  ought  not  to 
be  sanctioned  by  their  Lordships.  From 
accidental  circumstances,  he  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  Mr.  Unwin,  and 
he  could  bear  testimony  to  bis  great 
ability  and  zeal,  and  it  could  only  be 
through  an  over  zeal  that  he  had  been 
led  into  this  error  of  judgment.  He  should 
be  most  sorry,  especially  now  that  Mr. 
Unwin  was  dead,  if  anything  he  had  said 
could  be  supposed  to  bear  h%nilly  upon  that 
Gentleman.        Digitized  by  dOOgle 
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The  Marqaets  of  Ncrmanhy  had  not 
intanded  to  lay  anything  against  the  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Unwin. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  would  act  upon 
the  Buggeition  which  had  been  thrown 
out  by  his  noble  Friends,  and  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Poor-law  Commissiok.]  Messengers 
from  the  Commons  brought  up  the  Poor- 
law  Commission  Continuance  Bill,  which 
was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  that  if 
the  House  were  to  sit  to-morrow,  it  would 
be  for  the  public  convenience,  as  he  could 
then  move  the  second  reading  of  this 
bill,  so  that  they  might  go  into  committee 
upon  it  on  Monday,  with  the  understand- 
ing, that  any  discussion  which  noble  Lords 
might  wish  to  go  into  upon  the  measure 
might  be  taken  on  going  into  committee  on 
Monday. 

Agreed  to. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Fridat^,  October  1, 1841. 

MmirrMkl  New  Member.  The  right  hon.  O.  L.  D. 
Pwneft  tat  Poitvlington. 

KIL    Reed  a  thud  thne.    Poor-lew  CoininiMion. 

Pedtlooe  Pnenimrt.  By  Sir  H.  Fleetwood,  from  Preeton, 
aad  bjr  Mr.  Oohden,  from  TmwtarMge.  and  New  Sermn, 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  Corn-Uws.— By  Coknel  Actoo, 
lh>m  Sir  Harcourt  Lees,  for  the  Expulsion  of  the 
Jenitb— By  Mr.  Uttonftom  Riehard  Hi^r,  forioqulry 
l8loth«eniseorhiediaDiaal  ftom  the  eituatfunoftide 
waiter  in  DubIin.->By  Viicount  Sandon,  from  Mitami- 
Chi,  against  an  alteratioa  in  the  Timber  Datie».~By  Mr. 
OladNODe,  fton  Cbnles  Miller,  for  an  atteretkon  of  the 
Tithe  Commutarton  Aet^By  Mr.  Wakley,  from  Fins, 
bury  for  the  eonstruetioa  of  Public  Walks  on  the  north 
ride  of  the  Thames. 

CoMMissioHS  IV  THE  Natt.]  On  the 
Order  of  the  Day  for  the  bringing  op  the 
renort  of  the  Exchequer  Bills  Funding 
Bill  being  read, 

Lord  Ingestrie  said,  he  had  intended 
moving  for  a  return  of  all  the  Commissions 
(with  the  names  attached)  signed  by  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  since  tlie  4th  Day  of 
June  last,  up  to  the  issuing  of  the  patent 
of  the  present  Board  of  Admiralty,  dis* 
tinguishing  those  Commissions  signed  after 
the  30th  day  of  August ;  also,  return  of 
the  ships  put  in  commission  during  the 
same  period  making  the  like  distinction, 
and  of  the  probable  date  of  each  ship 
being  ready  for  service ;  but  if  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Admiralty  had  any  objection  to 
grant  it,  he  would  not  press  the  motion. 


Mr.  5.  Herbert  said,  it  was  not  usual  to 
grant  such  returns,  and  it  might  create  an 
inconvenient  precedent. 

Lord  Ingestrie  would  not  press  his 
motion. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Poor-law  Commission.]  On  the  mo- 
tion that  the  Poor-law  Commission  Bill  be 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Fielden  rose  to  oppose  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  to  move  that  it  be 
read  that  day  three  months.  The  right 
hon.  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department 
had  distinctly  told  the  House  that  he  is 
pledged  to  the  principles  of  the  new  Poor- 
law.  A  dogged  perseverance  in  adhering 
to  the  new  law  had  overthrown  his  prede- 
cessors in  office,  and  the  present  Govern- 
ment might  rest  assured  that  if  they  imi- 
tated the  example  of  the  last,  they  would 
not  long  hold  office.  To  hear  from  a 
Cabinet  pledged  to  govern  on  constitu- 
tional principles,  that  they  will  hold  to 
the  principle  of  a  despotic  law  was  what  he 
could  not  understand.  The  delegation  of 
extraordinary  and  undefined  powers  to  a 
board  of  commissioners  was  declared  by 
many  learned  persons  on  the  passing  of 
the  bill  through  Parliament  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional; and  Mr.  Scarlett,  now  Lord 
Abioger,  stated  distinctly,  that— 

"  The  clause  by  which  the  affairs  of  the 
poor  are  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  delegates 
or  commissioners,  who  are  to  exist  as  a  sort  of 
central  board,  appeared  to  him  to  establish 
such  an  imperidm  in  imperio,  that  he  thought 
the  people  of  England  would  never  consent  to 
it," 

He  hoped  the  people  never  would  con- 
sent to  it.  The  continuance  of  these  powers 
were  considered  so  despotic  that  Lord 
Althorp  consented  to  limit  the  term  of  the 
commissioners  to  five  years.  But  with 
this  limitation  the  bill  was  thought  so  bad, 
that  many  attempts  were  made  to  stop  it, 
and  Lord  Althorp,  after  having  been  re- 
peatedly desired  to  postpone  it  to  another 
Session,  because  it  was  not  understood 
out  of  doors,  uttered  these  remarkable 
words: — 

"  He  trusted  that  they  would  not  lose  the 
opportunity  they  now  possessed  of  passing  the 
bill ;  for  if  it  were  postponed  to  another  Ses« 
sion,  he  must  be  a  bold  man  who  would  then 
undertake  an  amendment  of  the  Poor-laws. " 

The  country  now  understood  it  and 
detested  it.  The  electors,  backed  by  the 
non-electorS|   had  at  the   past  election 
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marked  their  ditplpMure  of  the  Whigs,  ^ 
and  given  the  Tories  a  large  majority  in 
that  House,  who  might,  if  bo  disposed, 
repeal  that  law.  If  they  lost  the  oppor- 
tunity they  would  show  themselves  unde* 
serving  of  confidence.  In  the  petitions  on 
the  Poor-law  we  had  the  most  conclusive 
OTidence  of  the  nation's  dislike  to  the  law. 
In  two  successive  Sessions,  in  the  latter  of 
which  he  had  moved  for  a  repeal  of  il,  the 
signatures  to  the  petitions  for  repeal,  num- 
bered nearly  half  a  million.  Those  peti- 
tions came  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  the  letters  he  received  on  the  subject, 
from  persons  in  all  parts,  whom  he  had 
never  known  before,  or  seen  at  all,  were 
very  numerous.  The  petitions  in  the  last 
Session,  after  the  noble  Lord,  the  Member 
for  f^ndon,  bad  given  notice  of  his  bill  to 
amend  the  Poor  law,  were  worthy  the 
notice  of  the  House.  There  were  6  pe- 
titions in  support  of  the  Poor-law,  with 
ISO  signatures  to  the  whole;  21  peti- 
tions, with  247  signatures  altsched  in 
favour  of  the  bill  then  under  consideration ; 
44  petitions,  with  66  signatures,  against 
any  clause  for  out-door  relief;  for  repeal 
of  local-acts,  I  petition,  with  24  signatures 
—in  all  72  petitions,  to  which  were  an- 
nexed 467  signatures,  somewhat  in  favour 
of  the  Poor-law.  But  what  petitions  were 
presented  to  that  House  against  the  law  ? 
There  were  185  petitions,  with  4S,300 
signatures  for  repeal;  86  with  11,621 
signatures  for  alteration;  2  petitions, 
with  1,026  signatures  for  repeal  of  the 
Poor-law  and  the  County  Constabulary 
Act;  264  petitions,  with  135,290  signa- 
tures, against  the  bill  then  under  considera- 
tion ;  281  petitions,  with  61 ,375  signa- 
tures, for  alteration  of  the  bill ;  73  pe» 
titioos,  with  28,717  signatures,  for  pro- 
vision for  freedom  of  religious  instruction 
and  attendance  at  places  of  worship; 
4  petitions,  with  317  signatures,  against 
the  proposed  clause  relative  to  casual 
poor.  In  all  895  petitions,  with  ^6,64^ 
signatures  attached,  against  the  New 
Poor-law  and  the  bill  to  amend  it. 
Here  were  a  host  of  petitions  to  that 
House  from  those  who  did  not  understand 
the  matter  when  the  bill  was  before  the 
House  in  1834,  but  whose  experience  had 
brought  them  to  beseech  them  to  repeal  it. 
The  petitioners  thought^  and  he  (Mr. 
Fielden)  agreed  with  thorn,  that  they  were 
capable  of  distributing  the  sums  raised  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  amongst  whom  they 
lived  in  a  manner  more  satisfactory  to  both 


parties  than  could  be  done  by  any  direc* 
tions  of  tlie  central  board  at  Somerset* 
house,  and  that  involved  the  whole  quts* 
tion.  He  knew  tliat  much  was  said  about 
the  abuses  that  had  prevailed  in  the  ad* 
ministration  of  relief  to  the  poor,  that  they 
were  lazy,  profligate,  and  would  eat  ap 
the  rental  of  the  land.  If  the  adminis- 
tration had  been  bad,  that  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  old  law.  When  eboaes  did 
exist,  it  was  the  eflect  of  either  inadequate 
wages  or  want  of  work,  and  why  punisb 
the  poor  for  that  ?  It  was  the  fault  of  the 
owners  of  property,  and  only  just  that 
they  should  sulf'er.  Property  was  forward 
enough  to  claim  its  privileges;  let  it  perfona 
its  duties.  But  it  was  a  libel  on  the  poor 
to  aay  they  would  not  work.  Look  at  your 
roads,  canals,  railroads,  buildiega,  and  tbe 
labour  they  performed  in  the  6elds  and  in 
factories,  in  mines,  and  elsewhere,  all  of 
which  bore  testimony  to  the  unrivslled  in* 
dustry  of  the  people,  and  gave  the  lie  te 
their  traducers.  Much  had  been  said  of 
the  principle  of  the  new  law.  If  it  bed  aay 
principle,  it  was  the  15th  clause  which 
enacted  the  board  of  commissioners,  and 
gave  them  the  powers  which  the  bill  before 
the  House  proposed  to  continue  for  six 
months  longer.  That  principle  the  Hooie 
Secretary  told  the  House  he  would  main- 
tain* If  it  were  really  intended  that  the 
central  board  should  be  permanent,  which 
it  must  if  the  principle  were  maintained, 
why  not  make  it  ao  at  once,  and  ceaae  to 
trifle  with  the  Hoese  ?  Now,  what  had 
the  commissioners  done  to  entitle  them  to 
the  confidence  of  the  country?  Tbey 
formed  unions  almost  everywhere  com- 
plained of— 'they  directed  immense  work« 
houses  to  be  built  which  were  a  disgrace 
to  the  country^they  had  isaaed  perem{>- 
tory  orden  to  refuse  relief  to  theaMe-bodtedl 
out  of  the  workhou8e»  and  required  the  ae* 
paration  of  husband  and  wife,  and  paiesta 
and  children,  on  enterieg  tboee  dreary 
abodes-^they  had  obtained  foreeCo  oeapei 
obedience  to  their  ordera-^they  bed  fixed 
and  persevered  in  dietaries  that  bedcaneed 
death— they  bad  promoted  eanigTaliofi  ead 
emigratk>n  schemes,  and  had  obteiiied 
acts  for  disposing  of  parish  property,  Uw 
conveyances  of  which  amounted  to  up** 
wards  of  3,900— tbey  bad  ceesed  a  ve» 
d  action  of  wages— deaths  of  notbera  in 
childbed-'^oicide  of  widows  and  otbere, 
whose  relief  was  withdrawir^tbey  had  eo 
well  succeeded  in  exciting  a  terror  of  tbeir 
workhouses  that  death  by  atervatiOD 
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contttotly  suftred  nther  than  reaort 
thittitr  for  f«lwf«  Even  that  morning  he 
had  raeet?ed  a  letter  from  Manchester, 
aocompatiied  bj  the  Memchesier  Adnertiter 
of  the  18th  ttU.,  in  which  was  given  a  let- 
ter detailing  the  particulars  of  two  deaths 
hj  starvation,  caused  b^  horror  of  the 
workbottse,  in  one  of  which  the  verdict  of 
tba  coroner^a  jury  was,  '*  Died  of  disease 
of  the  longs,  accelerated  by  starvation  ;*' 
and  the  second  was,  **  Died  of  the  want 
of  the  common  necessaries  of  life."  They 
had  increa«ed  the  number  of  vagrants  to 
an  alarming  extent.  In  a  table  published 
ni  the  siitb  annual  report  of  the  commis- 
sionara  there  was  a  column  containing  the 
Bvasber  of  vagrants  and  paupers  relieved, 
not  belonging  to  any  parish  of  the  union, 
and  it  gav«  the  number  in  the  Christmas 
quarter  of  1838,  and  the  number  for  the 
Christmas  quarter  of  1839,  in  fourteen 
CMinties  of  England  and  Wales,  arbitra- 
rily selected,  as  was  said.  In  the  county 
of  Nottingham,  in  1838,  the  number  who 
received  relief  was  197,  and  in  1839, 
8i8,  being  an  increase  of  131.  In  Sussex, 
lb«  number  relieved  in  1838  was  236, 
and  in  1839,  302;  increase  66.  In 
Bedford,  the  number  relieved  in  1838 
«ms  64,  and  in  1839,  158;  increase 
94.  In  Kent,  the  number  relieved  in 
1838  was  821,  in  1839,  1,254;  increase 
483.     In  Leicester,  the  number  relieved  in 

1838  was  291,  in  1839^  789;  increase 
498.  In  Salop,  the  number  relieved 
in  1838  was  96,  in  1839,  280;  in- 
crease 184.  The  total  relieved  in  these 
six  counties  in  1838,  was  1,705,  and  in 

1839  it  was  3,111— increase  1,406,  or 
M  per  cent.  It  was  to  be  observed, 
that  that  table  by  no  means  showed  the 
nnmbtr  of  apfdicants.  If  a  table  of  all 
who  applied  could  be  obtained,  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  result  would  be  an  awful 
dsivelopaient.  The  inerease  of  beggars 
was  ramarlced  by  almost  every  one,  and 
be  had  drawn  attention  to  this  fact  to 
ahow  the  working  of  the  Poor-law  and 
the  poverty  of  the  people.  The  increase 
of  crime  was  not  less  alarming,  as  shown 

Sr  ratoms  on  the  Table  of  that  Houfle. 
e  ttuit  again  express  hia  regret  at  the 
determination  of  the  Home  Secretary  to 
eootinee  the  commission,  and  he  hoped 
the  coentry  would  send  up  their  petitions 
to  that  House  early  next  Session  in  num- 
ber aeikieet  to  induce  a  change  of  that 
determination,  when  the  House  was  pro- 
flriaed  a  eonaideratioe  of  the  whole  sab* 


'ject;  for  the  people  might  rest  assured^ 
'  that  they  had  no  weapon  so  effective  for 
'  good  as  the  constitutional  exercise  of  the 
I  right  of  petition.  The  hon.  Member  con- 
.  eluded  by  moving  as  an  amendment  that 
the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  that  day 
three  months. 

Sir  C  Douglas  wished  to  state  the  rea« 
son  why  he  could  not  support  the  present 
I  motion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  Oldham, 
in  order  to  protect  himself  from  miscon- 
struction. The  occasion  appeared  to  him 
scarcely  a  fit  one  for  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member,  because  the  question  before 
the  House  did  not  involve  the  general 
merit  of  the  Poor-law  Amendment  Act, 
but  only  the  continuance  of  the  commis- 
sion for  a  given  period.  When  on  former 
occasions,  votes  of  a  similar  nature  to  the 
present  had  been  brought  forward,  he  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  them,  because 
they  had  been  introduced  under  different 
circumstances,  having  emanated  from  a 
Qovernment  that  had  had  ample  oppor- 
tunity of  acting  on  the  official  informaiioa 
which  they  had  been  able  to  collect.  Last 
year  the  noble  Lord,  then  at  the  head  of 
the  Government  in  that  House,  proposed 
to  continue  the  commission  until  the  end 
of  the  then  next  Session  of  Parliament; 
but  the  proposition  being  vehemently  op- 
posed by  him  and  other  hon.  Members, 
the  noble  Lord  gave  way,  and  fixed  the 
end  of  the  present  year  for  the  duration 
of  the  commission,  upon  which  he  said, 
that  the  noble  Lord  had  better  have  named 
some  time  of  the  year  when  Parliament 
usually  separated,  such  as  August  or  Sep- 
temt>er.  The  proposition  of  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  to  continue  the  commission  only 
until  July  next,  showed  a  disposition  to 
afford  aa  opportunity  for  considering  the 
principle  of  the  measure;  and  he  (Sir  C. 
Douglas)  only  feared  that  he  might  lay 
himself  open  to  a  factious  opposition,  and 
whether  his  (Sir  C.  Douglas's)  suggestion 
of  last  year  might  not  be  adopted  by  him 
with  advantsge.  In  opposing,  as  he  had 
done  bv  his  vote,  the  proposition  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Rochdale,  the  other 
evening,  he  had  not  been  actuated  by  any 
less  strong  opinion  against  the  refusal  of 
out-door  relief,  but  he  had  done  so  because 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  then  to  vote 
on  such  a  subject  as  he  would  otherwise 
have  done,  when  the  proposition  of  th<* 
right  hon.  Baronet  was  only  to  continue 
the  commission  for  five  months,  and  b^ 
cause  he  thought  it  would  have  been  wiser 
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QOt  to  have  brought  the  subject  forward 
at  a  time  when  there  was  likely  to  be  so 
slight  an  attendance.  He  hoped  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  would  inquire  into 
the  management  of  those  unions  where 
complaints  had  arisen.  There  were  many 
cases  in  which  the  boards  of  guardians 
had  acted  in  opposition  to  the  rules  of  the 
Poor-law  commissioners.  He  knew  one 
union  in  particular  where  out-door  relief 
had  been  given,  where  there  had  been  no 
separation  of  the  sexes,  and  where  the 
food  was  such  that  no  better  could  be 
given.  During  the  four  years  he  had  sat 
in  Parliament  he  had  never  heard  of  a 
single  complaint  from  that  union,  though 
a  strong  feeling  existed  there  when  the 
act  first  came  into  operation,  and  he  felt 
quite  sure  that  some  expression  of  that 
feeling  would  have  reached  him,  had  not 
the  guardians  acted  as  they  had  done  in 
violating  the  rules  of  the  commissioners. 

Captain  Pechell  had  never  made  this 
question  the  subject  of  party  feeling,  and 
on  the  present  occasion  he  had  quite  suf- 
6cient  reason  for  opposing  the  bill  to  re- 
lieve him  from  any  such  necessity.  He 
alluded,  among  other  things,  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners affected  the  parishes  incor- 
porated under  Gilbert's  Act.  He  could 
speak  as  to  one  parish,  where  the  com- 
missioners had  issued  rules  and  regu- 
lations which  went  to  forbid  the  poor 
from  going  to  church  on  Sunday  and  to 
prevent  their  being  trusted  out  of  the 
workhouses.  Thus,  the  power  of  the  guar- 
dians only  extended  to  giving  out-door 
relief  to  persons  whom  they  might  not 
think  it  necessary  to  send  into  the  work- 
houses; and  the  Poor-law  commissioners, 
though  they  had  not  the  power  to  dis- 
solve the  union,  nevertheless,  could  make 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  produced 
the  utmost  dissatisfaction  to  tne  guar- 
dians, to  the  rate-payers,  and  to  the  re- 
ceivers of  the  rates.  This  fact  afforded  to 
his  mind  a  very  strong  reason  for  limiting 
the  powers  of  the  Poor-law  commission- 
ers. In  the  town  which  he  represented 
(Brighton)  the  commissioners  had  not  the 
power  to  make  these  regulations,  and  they 
had  not  attempted  to  introduce  them,  be- 
cause they  knew  there  was  a  watchful 
constituency  who  would  prevent  them, 
but  they  had  succeeded  in  appointing  a 
paid  chaplain  to  the  union,  though  the 
public  refused  to  pay  him  a  salary.    He 


considered  this  power  of  the  commitsioo* 
ers  to  interfere  in  the  Gilbert  uoioiis,  ft 
sufficient  reason  for  opposing  tbe  third 
reading  of  this  bill,  and  also  for  oppoaiog^ 
every  similar  proposition,  in  whatever  shape 
it  might  come. 

Mr.  Borthmck  felt  it  hit  daty  to  thoae 
constituents  who  had  with  unexampled 
generosity  elected  him  in  his  absence  with* 
out  any  pledge,  to  slate  why  he  could  not 
now  vote  with  the  hon.  Member  for  Old* 
ham.  At  the  same  time  be  woold  say, 
that  were  the  question  before  them  simply 
one  of  principle,  he  should  have  bad  oo 
hesitation  in  supporting  the  boo.  Mem* 
ber.  The  objection  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Oldham,  did  not  apply  to  the  present 
measure  only,  but  also  to  the  geoerti 
principle  of  the  Poor-law  Act— «  suUect 
that  was  not  now  under  discassion.  Hon, 
Members  did  not  seem  to  agree  as  to  what 
the  principle  of  the  Poor-law  Amendmeot 
Act  was.  The  hon.  Member  for  Finsbery 
declared  the  principle  to  be  that  of  ceo* 
tralization — to  gather  up  the  power*  fiooi 
the  local  authorities,  and  repose  it  in  the 
commissioners;  and  he  maintained  that 
all  the  other  principles  of  the  bill  were 
subordinate  to  this.  The  commissiooerap 
however,  declared  the  great  principle  of 
the  measure  to  be  to  train  the  poor  to  a 
love  of  independence;  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Droitwich,  adopted  the  same  prin- 
ciple. To  such  a  principle  every  one  mast 
cordially  assent ;  but  at  the  same  time  the 
operation  of  the  present  Poor-law  was 
calculated  to  offer  to  it  the  most  formid- 
able opposition.  The  principle  of  the  old 
Poor-law  of  Elizabeth  was,  that  every 
member  of  the  community,  so  long  as  he 
was  industrious,  was  entitled  to  eat  and 
to  be  clothed ;  but  the  kind  of  indepen* 
dence  the  commissioners  seemed  to  coin 
template  was  of  a  very  different  charactar« 
They  seemed  to  desire  to  invest  relief  with 
so  much  of  the  character  of  harshness,  as 
that  the  poor  man  would  rather  piefer 
independence,  even  if  accompanied  by 
actual  misery.  To  such  a  principle  he 
must  offer  his  most  strenuous  opposition. 
He  did  most  solemnly  entreat  the  Govern* 
ment  not  to  adopt  the  interpretation  pet 
opon  the  principle  of  the  measure  by 
either  the  one  side  or  the  other,  and  par« 
ticulariy  not  to  adopt  that  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Halifax,  but  that  they  would 
apply  themselves  to  the  consideration  of 
it  without  being  influenced  either  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other*    He  (Mr.  Boitb* 
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wick)  objected  to  the  power  of  legitlatioD 
with  which  the  present  law  invested  the 
Poor-law  commissionerst  as  being  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution.  So  ex« 
traofdinary  were  their  powers  that  their 
controi  over  certain  subjects,  and  for  cer- 
tain purposesj  was  as  absolute  as  that  of 
Queen,  Lords,  and  Commons,  over  the 
general  inteiests  of  the  country.  The 
reason  why  he  should  vote  against  the 
hoo.  Member  for  Oldham  on  the  present 
occasion  was  simply  this  :•— The  Govern* 
ment  had  come  down  to  the  House  and 
solicited  a  conditional  confidence,  to  en- 
able them,  with  the  advantage  of  ripe  ex- 
perience, to  mature  a  measure  for  the 
amendment  of  the  law  which  should  give 
aatbfaction  to  the  country.  He  should 
give  them  his  confidence  for  the  period 
and  to  the  extent  required  for  this  pur- 
pose, but  he  reserved  to  himself  the  full 
liberty  of  considering  the  subject  when 
brought  before  the  House  in  the  course  of 
the  next  Session.  In  the  meantime  he 
hoped  that  Ministers  would  not  yield  un- 
duly to  the  opinions  either  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham,  or  the  hon.  Member 
for  Finsbury,  but  would  leave  the  country 
to  look  to  themselves  for  such  a  measure 
as  they  should  consider  just  and  effectual 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

Mr.  C.  Wood  said,  as  he  had  called  on 
the  Government  on  a  former  occasion, 
for  some  expression  of  their  opinions,  he 
wished  to  take  this  opportunity  of  men- 
tioning that  the  declaration  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Dorchester,  made  two  or 
three  nights  ago,  was  to  him  perfectly 
satisfactory.  Such  a  declaration  was  ne- 
cessary to  enable  the  commissioners,  who 
were  intrusted  with  the  superintendence 
of  the  Poor-law,  to  discharge  their  duty 
in  a  manner  fitted  to  give  confidence  to 
the  public*  Before  the  intimation  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  it  was  generally 
thought  that  Government  were  shrinking 
from  the  general  support  they  had  given 
to  the  principles  of  the  law.  That  impres- 
sion had  now  been  entirely  removed  by 
the  declaration  of  the  right  hon.  fiaronet 
at  the  head  of  the  Home  Department, 
With  which  he,  for  one,  was  perfectly 
satisfied.  He  thought  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly unreasonable  to  ask  the  Go- 
Temment  to  pledge  themselves  to  any- 
thing more,  or  to  expect  that  they  should 
not  leave  themselves  perfectly  unfettered 
for  the  consideration  of  any  amendments 
wbich  might  be  proposed  next  Session. 


It  appeared  to  him,  that  hitherto,  anvthing 
that  thefe  might  be  to  find  fault  with,  had 
arisen  more  from  defects  in  the  Adminis- 
tration of  the  law  than  from  defects  in 
the  law  itself.  He  did  not  stand  there  to 
say  that  no  amendments  might  be  intro- 
duced into  the  law  with  advantage  to  its 
operation.  It  would  be  perfectly  absurd, 
with  the  experience  they  had  had  of  its 
working,  for  any  one  to  say  that  it  was 
not  susceptible  of  improvement.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  say  that  there  might  not 
be  equally  grave  errors  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  new  as  there  had  been  in  that 
of  the  old  law.  He  would  without  hesi- 
tation say,  that  he  should  be  glad  to  have 
it  administered  in  the  most  considerate 
and  kindly  spirit  towards  those  persons 
who  might  have  the  misfortune  of  be- 
coming the  objects  of  Its  provisions. 
That  was  the  spirit  in  which  he  was 
most  anxious  that  it  should  be  applied. 
He  would  even  say,  that  so  far  as  his  ex- 
perience went,  that  was  the  spirit  in  which 
he  had  always  seen  it  administered.  He 
observed,  from  the  returns  laid  before  Par- 
liament, that  in  the  West  Riding  of  York- 
shire, the  expense  to  the  rate-payers  had 
lately  been  increased  one-fifth  in  some 
parts,  and  one-sixth  in  others.  He  con« 
sidered  that  there  was  the  best  possible 
security  that  the  law  would,  generally 
speaking,  be  so  administered,  because, 
independent  of  that  feeling  of  humanity 
which,  he  believed,  pervaded  almost  uni- 
versally, with  rare  exceptions,  those  who 
were  intrusted  with  its  administration, 
there  was  this  additional  security,  that 
while  under  the  old  law,  abuses  might  take 
place  .which  it  was  worth  nobody's  while 
to  bring  before  the  public,  every  one  could 
see  that  throughout  the  whole  of  England 
the  most  vigilant  inspection  was  exercised 
over  the  whole  conduct  of  the  commis- 
sioners and  guardians.  In  that  House, 
also,  there  were  many  who  were  not  indis- 
posed to  bring  forward  every  particular 
case  that  might  appear  to  them  to  call  for 
public  notice.  He  would  not  say  that 
they  were  disposed  to  exaggerate,  but  the 
true  facts  at  least,  in  their  full  extent,  were 
sure  to  be  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bcddmn  said,  he  was  going  neither 
to  support  nor  oppose  the  measure.  He 
had  objections  to  several  provisions  of  the 
New  Poor-law ;  but  he  would  not  go  into 
the  detail  of  them,  because  he  was  fully 
persuaded  that  hereafter  there  would  b^ 
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opportytiiti^s  of  expretato^  in  opinion  on 
the  quetiion.  But  he  rouid  not  dit  down 
without  stating  hii  iinxioui  hope  that  tlie 
right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Secretary  for  the 
Home  Department,  would  introduce  aueh 
a  meature  next  Seasbn  as  would  entitle 
the  Government  to  his  cordial  support. 

Mr.  Hindhy  was  aware  that  it  was  not 
regular  to  allude  to  what  had  passed  in  a 
former  debate ;  but,  as  the  ri^ht  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, the  Member  A>r  Tamworth,  had,  on 
Monday  nigrht,  made  an  attack  upon  him 
in  his  al>sence,  he  trusted  he  might  now 
be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words  in  his  own 
Ttndicaiioo.  He  would  not  complain  that 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  had  made  that 
attack  upon  him  in  his  absence,  or  that  he 
had  read  a  letter  from  an  anonymous  ma* 
gistrate  who  had  not  ventured  to  give  his 
name ;  but  he  would  simply  state  to  the 
House  what  he  believed  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  to  l>e.  With  respect  to  the 
Poor^fow,  although^  as  the  right  hot). 
Gentleman  In  the  chair  well  knew,  he  had 
opposed  it  in  all  its  stages,  yet  he  had 
never  agitated  the  subject  out  of  doors,  and 
if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  wished  to  have  a 
proof  of  it,  he  could  tell  him  that  the  Tory 
candidate  who  had  opposed  him  (Mr. 
HIndley)  at  Ashton,  was  pleased  to  post 
on  the  walls  a  placard  l>earing  a  portrait 
of  himself  with  an  immense  plum-pudding 
under  it,  and  the  motto,  '*  If  you  wish 
this,  vote  for  Harrop;  if  you  wish  for 
starvation  in  a  bastile,  vote  for  Hindley.^ 
Being  in  the  country  at  the  time  when  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  made  his  statement,  he 
had  thought  it  his  duty  at  once  to  go  to  the 
house  of  ihcffamily,  and  examtna  them  as  to 
the  amount  they  had  been  recei? ing  from 
the  overseer,  which  he  had  stated  at  Is.  6rf. 
a*week*  He  found  that  they  had  not  been 
in  the  regular  receipt  even  of  that  sum. 
The  woman  told  him  she  had  been  cursed 
by  the  overseer  repeatedly.  Whether  that 
was  true  or  not,  he  could  not  tell.  Her 
huslMtnd  had  gone,  when  out  of  work,  to 
the  overseer^  who  had  relieved  him  at 
tarioua  times^  to  the  amount,  he  believed, 
of  9».  During  the  last  six  weeks  the  man 
had  been  about  five  weeks  out  of  work, 
and  had  received  about  15rf.  a*week»  The 
woman  had  had  a  month's  employment  at 
rtelingi  but  last  Saturday  the  man  with 
whom  she  had  latterly  been  working  fkHed, 
and  now  both  of  them  were  entirely  out  of 
work.  The  woman  assured  him,  and  her 
aont,  who  was  in  the  house  at  the  time» 
confimed  heratatemeiii,4hatahe  had  been 


at  work  the  whole  day  at  reeling,  and  ftwm 
leaving  the  houae  in  the  morning  to  eoming 
home  at  night  the  had  never  tasted  either 
food  or  drink,  and  came  on  Thuraday  to 
potatoes  and  salt.  On  Friday  she  waa  in 
the  same  condition,  and  when  she  cama 
home  there  were  neither  potatoes  nor  salt. 
The  grocer  wlio  sold  them  artldea  bad  no 
potatoes,  or,  perhaps,  did  «iot  wish  to 
trust  thetn.  Slie,  therefore,  borrowed  si 
shilling  from  a  person  in  the  neighboar* 
hood,  and  bought  some  meal  and  t»aiier» 
milk.  He  went  to  the  grocer's  and  spoke 
to  his  wi(e,  who  told  him  that  the  whole 
money  that  the  family  had  received  daring 
the  last  three  weeks  would  not  amount  to 
I4s.  Id.  Their  chief  food  waa  poiateeaf 
very  little  bread  or  articles  of  any  other 
kind  had  been  used  by  them.  He  was  aiao 
told  by  a  person  who  visited  the  grooer, 
that  such  was  the  condition  ef  the  latier» 
that  while  a  few  years  ago  he  waa  worth  e 
very  considerable  sum,  he  was  now  in  soch 
destitution  as  to  be  thought  almost  as  loir 
as  his  neighbours.  He  had  also  sent  e 
person  to  inquire  as  to  the  amount  of  ani* 
mal  ftood  the  family  had  had,  and  he  fboed 
that  for  two  months  they  had  not  had  mote 
than  3s.  worth  of  butcher's  meat  in  the 
house,  which  waa  bought  fttnn  the  alink* 
butcher's  on  Sunday  morning.  Ha  had, 
beskles,  written  a  letter  to  hiesoiiciu^,  who 
wrote  to  the  chairman  of  the  petty  sessieoa 
requesting  him  to  examine  the  woman  ber» 
self.  His  solicitor  wrote  to  him  in  answer, 
that  the  case  had  been  broeght  before  the 
board,  in  the  presence  of  Mn  Mills^  a  well* 
known  reverend  peraon,  who,  he  seppoaed, 
wrote  the  letter  which  the  vight  hon.  Ba« 
ronet  had  quoted  in  the  Hoose  on  Moiidey» 
The  woman  appeared,  and  waa  at  mt 
very  reluctant  to  answer;  she  was  very 
severely  cross-examined  bv  the  overseer* 
It  appeared,  that  on  the  Teh  of  April,  the 
overseer  gate  her  49.,  on  the  16th  3s.,  en 
the  94th  2s.  That  was  the  kac  appliea« 
tion,  and  for  these  small  sums  of  money  thia 
person  had  to  travel  ten  miiea.  The  beard 
was  applied  to  to  grant  a  copy  of  the  de» 
positions,  which  was  refused.  He  (Mr* 
Hindley)  thought  it  would  have  beam  bet 
eommtHi  courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  boai4 
to  enable  him  to  lay  copies  of  the  depoaU 
tions  before  that  House,  to* night*  He 
could  assure  the  House,  that  neither  thaie 
nor  out  of  doors,  did  he  wish  to  exaggerate 
any  statements  of  the  distressed  eonditloo 
of  the  poor.  He  had  in  hia  haeda  letteie 
from  iodivideals,  who  were  aurpriaed  ttM 
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iueh  t  statement  hi  be  had  made  ihould  et« 
ette  astonishment  in  the  House.  He  did  not 
mske  these  statements  to  increase  the 
anti-ooru-law  cry.  He  had  his  own  opin-* 
ton  about  the  propriety  of  altering  the 
Corn-laws,  bat,  at  the  same  time,  he  never 
should  endeavour  to  increase  the  feeling 
abroad*  respecting  public  distress,  to  pro- 
cure the  alteration  of  any  law  whatever. 
He  wished  the  Corn*law  and  the  Poor, 
law  to  stand  entirely  on  their  own  merits, 
and  while  he  hsd  a  seat  in  that  House,  he 
never  should  lend  himself  to  any  exagger- 
ation whatever. 

CapUin  PdkUl  trusted,  thst  when  the 
bill  came  again  before  the  House,  it  would 
be  of  such  a  nature,  that  opposition  to  it 
would  not  be  called  for.  If  it  did  contain 
the  objectionable  clauses  of  the  present 
one,  the  House  would  then  have  full  time 
and  opportunity  to  discuss  those  clauses, 
and,  If  the  majority  thought  proper,  they 
might  be  thrown  out.  For  these  reasons, 
he  should  oppose  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Oldham.  He  gave  credit  to 
that  Gentleman  for  kind  and  humtine  in- 
tentions, and  he  would  say  in  that  House, 
as  he  bad  said  out  of  it,  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet,  the  Member  for  Tarn  worth,  had 
the  cards  in  his  own  bands,  and  he  had  not 
the  slightest  doubt,  he  would  play  them 
judiciously.  At  the  same  timci  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  some  alterations,  and  very 
material  ones,  must  be  made  in  this  bill 
to  satisfy  the  country  at  large.  Hon. 
Members,  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
bad  taunted  the  Consenratives  with  en- 
deavouring to  create  agitation  at  the  late 
ekcttoasy  by  bringing  forward  the  Poor- 
law  \  but,  with  respect  to  himself  the 
oodd  saMy  assert,  that  the  only  way  in 
which  he  had  mentioned  the  subject  in  his 
canvass  was  one  which  he  constdersd  per- 
fsctly  constttutiooal-^vis.,  asking  his  con- 
stitoenia  whether  they  approved  of  the 
votes  he  tiad  given  on  the  Poor-law  in  the 
previoos  Session  of  Parliament,  and  to  his 
satisfaction,  they  eipressed  their  MX  as- 
sent to  those  votes. 

Mr.  CoMe»»  being  a  yoong  Member, 
and  not  having,  therefore,  had  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  delivering  his  opinion  on  this 
sUbjeety  wiAed  to  state  why  he  should 
vote  for  the  amendment.  In  common 
with  a  great  number  of  mdividoals,  he 
was  persuadedi  that  the  nature  and  effects, 
if  not  the  object  (for  he  did  not  wish  to 
•mibntt  improper  motives)  of  this  law, 
was  to  a?en  the  oonseqnencea  arisitig  out 


of  legislation,  in  another  dilution.  He 
alluded  to  corn  and  provision  laws.  He 
should  give  a  short  extract  from  the  debates 
of  1815,  to  show,  that  it  was  not  for  the 
purpose  of  mounting  his  hobby  of  the  com 
and  provision  laws,  that  he  had  said  the 
abuses  of  the  present  system  of  poor-laws 
arose  from  our  legislation  on  the  former 
subject.  The  main  objection  to  this  bill 
was,  that  it  refosed  relief  to  the  able- 
bodied.  That  was  an  important  invaiiion 
of  the  ststote  of  Elisabeth.  It  was  justf* 
Bed  on  the  ground,  that  this  part  of  the 
community  should  be  thrown  on  their  own 
resources.  He  had  no  objection,  and  he 
was  sore,  that  the  able-bodied  labourers  of 
the  country  had  no  objection  to  be  thrown 
on  their  own  resources ;  but  it  did  appear 
to  him  most  unjust  to  raise  the  price  of 
food,  and  restrict  the  demand  for  labour, 
and  then  tell  the  able-bodied  men  through- 
out the  country,  "  the  time  is  arrived, 
when  you  must  rely  on  your  own  re* 
sources."  The  Ghancellor  of  the  Exche 
quer,  on  the  13th  May,  1814,  said  :•— 

''Other  couDtnes  differed  very  materially 
ftom  this,  with  respect  to  the  consumption  of 
corn.  In  other  countries,  when  com  was  high 
there  was  a  much  less  consumption ;  but  here, 
the  price  of  labour  rose  gentrallj  in  proportiott 
to  the  rise  of  bread ;  and  the  poor»laws  also 
enabled  the  poor  to  consume  the  same  quan- 
tity, whatever  the  price  was ;  as,  if  they  were 
unable  to  purchase,  the  parish  was  obliged  to 
provide  for  them.*'* 

Mr.  Calcraft  again  said  :— 

*'  If  you  render  the  purchase  of  the  poor 
man's  means  of  subsistence  beyond  what  his 
wages  will  afford,  yon  must  revert  to  the  sys- 
tem followed  during  the  war,  of  paying  the 
wages  of  the  agricultural  labourer  out  of  the 
poor-rate."t 

Here  he  might,  he  hoped»  be  allowed  to 
notice  the  manner  in  which  a  noble  Lord 
took  him  to  task  for  mentioning  the  "  Qoro* 
lawi"  as  if  no  change  had  been  effected  io- 
that  of  1815.  Now,  taking  into  account 
the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  and  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  the  people,  he 
looked  upon  the  Corn-law  of  1828  to  be 
as  stringent,  mischievous,  and  injurious  to 
the  people,  as  that  of  1815  was  to  that 
race.  The  New  Poor-law,  however,  broke 
the  contract  which  was  entered  into  wiih 
the  neighbouring  classes  under  previous 
laws.    He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  the 
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scheme  of  Elizabeth  was  a  very  enlight- 
ened one,  or  that  the  prophecies  of  Mr. 
Calcraft  and  other  enlightened  minds,  as 
to  the  working  of  the  old  system,  were 
not  fully  realized.  In  a  ptriod  of  twenty 
years,  in  some  places,  the  greater  part  of 
the  rental,  in  others,  the  whole  was  eaten 
op  by  the  Poor-law.  What  was  the  con- 
duct of  the  Legislature?  Did  they  re- 
trace their  steps  ?  Did  they  give  access 
to  the  boundless  field  of  employment 
which  a  foreign  trade  would  open  ?  No ; 
instead  of  meeting  the  just  demands  for 
relief,  they  dissolved  partnership,  and  left 
the  whole  consequences  of  their  mislegis- 
lation  on  the  shoulders  of  the  people. 
He  put  it  to  the  right  hon.  Baronet  whe- 
ther  it  would  not  be  wiser,  and  more 
worthy  of  his  high  intellect,  if  during  the 
recess,  he  took  into  his  consideration  the 
policy  of  opening  the  markets  of  the 
world  to  our  industrv,  and,  therefore, 
secure  food  to  the  people  as  the  reward  of 
their  honest  industry,  instead  of  being 
doled  out  to  them  under  the  Poor-law. 

Mr.  C,  Hamilton  wished  to  state  the 
reasons  why  he  should  vote  for  the  third 
reading  of  this  bill.  He  had  not  offered 
any  opposition  to  the  progress  of  the  bill, 
neither  did  he  intend  to  do  so,  as  the 
question  was  merely  *'  for  a  renewal  of  the 
present  act  for  a  limited  period  ;'*  but  his 
objections  to  many  of  its  provisions  were 
in  no  degree  removed.  He  had  not 
changed  his  opinions  with  his  seat  in  that 
House,  and  treated  with  perfect  indif- 
ference and  contempt  the  insinuations  that 
had  been  thrown  out  from  the  other  side, 
that  the  late  Opposition  had  used  this  as  a 
party  question,  and  were  now  prepared  to 
support  the  measure  they  had  so  lately 
reprobated.  Though  a  very  humble  Mem- 
ber of  that  House,  he  had  ventured  to 
express  his  opinion  on  this  subject,  and 
would  do  so  again,  knowing  that  he  had 
even  opportunity  since  the  commencement 
of  tne  New  Poor-law  Act,  of  observing 
its  practical  effect  upon  the  condition  of 
the  labourer  in  the  agricultural  dis- 
tricts. He  was  not  insensible  to  the  cry- 
ing evils  of  the  old  system.  He  could 
enumerate  as  many  scenes  of  moral  de- 
gradation produced  by  the  old  law,  as  had 
been  depicted  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
site,  and  to  that  system  be  never  wished 
to  return;  but  was  this  to  render  him 
blind  and  insensible  to  all  the  evils  of  the 
present  bill  ?  Because  he  was  willing  to 
idmit  that  the  New  Poor-law  Act  had 


been  of  infinite  service,  and  had  proved  m 
great  boon  to  the  agricultural  interest  and 
the  master  manufacturer,  was  he  not  to 
raise  his  voice  against,  or  point  out  the 
evils  which  he  knew  existed  ?  He  gave 
utterance  to  his  opinions  with  great  sub- 
mission, but  if  be  did  not  know  by  thn 
time  the  effect  produced  by  the  present 
law,  who  ought  ?  for  he  had  been  chair- 
man of  one  of  the  largest  onions  in  the 
kingdom  for  several  years,  ever  since  the 
commencement  of  the  act,  and  bad  closely 
watched  its  operation.  He  admitted,  and 
was  glad  to  state,  that  many  good  results 
had  been  produced,  but  there  were  many 
points,  such  as,  in  many  instances,  com- 
pelling aged  or  infirm  persons  and  widowi 
to  be  relieved  in  the  workhouse,  and  the 
entire  system  of  medical  relief,  to  whidi 
be  should  never  agree,  He  was  not,  of 
course,  going  now  to  propose  any  alteim- 
tions ;  but,  roost  assuredly,  he  should  re* 
serve  to  himself  the  power  of  doing  so  at 
a  future  period.  He  supp>orted  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill,  but  he  objected  to  many 
of  its  provisions,  as  inflicting  unnecessarv 
hardships  on  the  poor  man,  and  which,  if 
persisted  in,  would  eventually  dissolve  the 
connecting  link  between  the  landlord  and 
his  poorer  tenantry.  One  efiect  of  the 
bill  had  been  to  lower  wages  J[^I(ot  no} ; 
he  repeated  that,  and  could  prove  it ;  and 
those  who  maintained  to  the  contrary 
could  know  very  little  of  the  working  of 
the  workhouse  test,  which  caused  the 
labourer  to  accept  any  terms  rather  than 
go  there.  He  had  never  used  this  ques- 
tion as  a  means  of  agitation ;  on  the  con- 
trary, he  had  on  all  occasions  declared, 
that  he  gave  the  Whigs,  who  had  con- 
ceived and  carried  out  this  measure,  every 
credit  for  good  intentions.  He  had 
never  treated  this  as  a  party  question, 
though  he  should  follow  precisely  the 
same  course  that  he  baa  done  now, 
were  it  so.  He  placed  the  same  confidence 
in  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the  head  of 
her  Majesty's  Qovemment  as  he  did  when 
he  followed  him  as  his  leader  in  oppo- 
sition; but  he  reserved  to  himself  nbe 
right  to  use  his  humble  judgment  in  this 
and  every  other  question  affecting  the  in« 
terests  of  the  community.  He  differed 
from  many  hon.  Gentlemen  near  him,  for 
he  did  support  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
and  wished  to  see  it  fully  and  efficiently 
carried  out,  but  he  required  justice  to  be 
meted  out  to  the  labourer  as  well  as  faia 
employer.    He  was  convinced  both  might 
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be  done,  but  not  by  **  the  bill,  the  whole 
biil>  aud  Qothiog  but  the  bill/'  He  knew 
that  some  relaxations  had  taken  place  in 
the  orders  from  Somerset-house,  and  did 
not  undervalue  their  importance;  but 
those  relaxations  were  exceptions,  and 
not  enforced.  They  did  not  say  to  the 
boards  of  guardians  "  You  must  afford 
such  and  such  relief,"  but,  ''  that  in  cer- 
tain cases  you  may  do  so."  He  could  not 
agree  with  those  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
thought  the  services  of  the  Poor-law  com- 
missioners might  be  dispensed  with.  As 
long  as  they  had  a  Poor-law  at  all  there 
ought  to  be  a  ruling  power;  but,  whether 
the  authority  given  the  commissioners  was 
too  great,  or  their  powers  too  undefined, 
he  could  not  then  undertake  to  argue, 
but,  at  all  events,  the  House  of  Commons 
were  bound  to  institute  the  most  searching 
inquiry  into  this  most  important  subject ; 
they  were  the  guardians  of  the  rights  of 
the  people,  as  their  representatives,  and 
on  the  House  of  Commons  would  rest  the 
odium  of  perpetuating  imperfections  in  a 
law  which  might  prove  most  injurious  to 
those  it  was  intended  to  serve.  He  was 
no  advocate  for  Parliamentary  reform  or 
universal  suffrage,  but  he  wonid  ask  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  whether  thev  would 
have  voted  for  this  bill  in  all  its  bearings 
and  for  all  the  clauses  if  the  paupers* 
names  had  stood  on  their  poll-books? 
Let  them  not  then  afford  this  pretext  to 
the  unrepresented  to  say,  that  it  is  owing 
to  their  not  having  the  elective  franchise 
that  you  have  passed  such  a  bill  so  deeply 
affecting  their  happiness.  There  was  a 
strong  and  growing  feeling  in  the  country 
on  this  subject,  nnd  he  trusted  that  when 
a  new  bill  was  brought  forward,  without 
lessening  its  efficiency,  it  would  be  de- 
prived of  the  appearance  and  the  reality 
of  many  of  those  harsh  and  stringent  fea- 
tures which  then  disfigured  a  measure 
good  and  praiseworthy  in  itself  but  ren- 
dered apparently  odious  and  revolting  by 
these  acknowledged  defects. 

Mr.  RennU  said,  his  impression  was, 
that  the  effect  of  this  bill  was  gradually 
undermining  the  good  feeling  which  ought 
to  exist  b(  tween  the  poorer  and  the  upper 
classes  of  society.  If  the  administration 
of  the  bill  as  at  present  constituted  were 
persisted  in,  ere  long  the  lower  classes 
would  feel  they  were  so  unjustly  treated 
by  the  Government  of  this  country,  that  he 
very  much  feared  the  consequences  that 
might  ensue*  Buti  in  h»  opinion,  the  chief 


objection  to  the  measure  was  one  which 
he  had  not  heard  before  stated  to  that 
House.  He  objected  to  the  centralization 
system,  not  merely  with  reference  to  this 
bill,  but  be  objected  to  it  as  bad  in  itself, 
as  tending  to  despotism,  and  because  he 
did  not  see  where  it  would  end.  He  could 
not  see  why  the  same  principle  might  not 
be  applied  to  all  provincial  institutions,  and 
these  institutions  he  had  always  considered 
as  the  bulwark  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  WakUy  would  detain  them  but  a 
very  few  moments  from  more  substantial 
enjoyments.  He  did  expect  a  long  debate, 
and  that  he  should  have  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  hearing  many  hon.  Members  who 
had  not  spoken,  express  their  opinions  on 
the  Poor-law  bill,  fiut  the  time  was  past; 
the  die  was  cast,  and  the  Government 
had  resolved  what  course  to  take.  The 
principles  of  this  bill  were  to  be  upheld, 
but  the  power  of  the  Government  would 
not  be  sustained.  It  might  be  expected 
from  him,  situated  as  he  was,  unpleasantly 
situated  in  many  respects,  that  he  should 
state  the  course  his  party  was  going  to 
pursue.  It  was  usual  in  times  like  these, 
that  persons  having  some  influence  over  a 
party,  should  state  the  course  they  in- 
tended that  party  should  take.  In  that 
respect,  he  was  following  the  example  of 
the  right  boo.  Baronet  at  the  head  of  the 
Government,  and  in  one  respect  his  case 
resembled  that  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
very  closely,  for  his  was  a  perfectly  united 
Cabinet.  He  was  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree troubled  by  his  Colleagues ;  they  en- 
tertained the  most  perfect  unanimity  of 
opinion  on  all  the  great  questions  of  state; 
and  he,  like  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  had 
resolved  most  firmly  not  to  bring  forward 
any  measure  into  the  House,  unless  he 
conscientiously  approved  of  it.  He  should 
not  produce  any  measure  there,  whatever 
might  be  the  entreaties  or  exhortations  of 
any  of  his  Colleagues.  But,  after  all,  it 
was  amusing  to  be  viiuated  as  he  was,  for 
he  believed  that  no  man  had  been  more 
misrepresented ;  certainly  none  within  so 
short  a  space  of  time  had  been  more  cor^ 
dially  abused.  And  why  ?  Because  he 
had  not  changed  his  place  on  the  Benches 
in  that  House ;  not  because  his  principles 
were  unchanged,  but  because  he  had  not 
changed  his  place.  In  former  times,  an 
adherence  to  a  place  indicated  an  ad- 
herence to  principles;  but  now  it  seemed 
it  indicated  that  some  change  of  mind  had 
been  undergone.   He  hoped  that,  at  least. 
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lb*  House  would  do  bim  the  justice  to 
reeoUecti  that  when  he  entered  the  House 
of  Comoionsy  he  took  his  seat  on  the  Op- 

esitioii  side,  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the 
ember  for  Tam  worth  being  then  in  office. 
That  was  in  February,  1 835.  Three  months 
afterwards,  the  right  hon.  Baronet  resigned, 
and  the  Whigs  of  that  day  went  over  to 
the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House.  Did 
he  go  with  them  ?  No  such  thing;  he 
had  remained  on  the  Opposition  side  of 
the  House,  where  Mr.  Hume  had  re- 
mained, along  with  Mr.  Daniel  Whittle 
Harvey  and  Mr.  Roebuck  ;  and  so  late 
at  the  month  of  June,  in  that  year, 
be  had  made  a  motion  from  the  other 
side  of  the  House  for  the  recall  of  the 
Dorchester  labourers.  The  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet at  the  head  of  the  Government  would 
recolleotthat  he  had  asked  him  for  a  private 
view  of  the  letter  from  one  of  ibe  Love- 
lesses.  Under  these  circumstances,  it 
was  unfair  that  a  charge  should  be  made 
against  him,  of  having  abandoned  his  prin- 
ciples, on  account  of  his  not  having 
changed  his  seat.  Now,  what  was  the 
state  of  the  case  ?  The  right  hon.  Baronet 
had  declared  it  the  intention  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  adhere  to  the  principles  of 
this,  in  his  opinion,  most  odious  and  de- 
testable law,  a  law  which  he  believed  to 
be  hostile  to  the  very  principles  of  the  re> 
Ugion  they  professed,  and  one  which,  if 
carried  into  effect — if  carried  out  according 
to  what  had  been  declared  its  '*  prin- 
ciples*"-^would  endaojger  the  constitution 
and  the  instttuiionsor  the  country.  He 
firmly  entertained  these  opinions,  and  be- 
lieving them,  he  did  consider  it  his  doty 
to  oppose  every  Administration  which 
should  uphold  the  principles  of  such  a  law. 
The  tactics  of  the  Reformers-— this  was 
what  he  wished  to  refer  to  for  a  moment, 
if  the  House  would  permit  him  -<-  the  tactics 
of  the  constitutional  Reformers  were  now 
clear.  They  had  long  contended,  and  the 
history  of  the  countiy  had  proved,  that 
the  people  of  England  had  been  long  per- 
eeruted  by  the  conflicts  and  the  contests 
for  power  of  the  two  great  aristocmtical 
facliofis,  the  leaders  of  whom  had  pos- 
sessed talent  and  ingenuity  enough  to 
make  the  people  the  instruments  of  their 
purposes,  and  the  means  whereby  they  had 
obtained  power,  place,  profit,  and  dis- 
tinction*     One    of    these    factions,    by 

•  the  mtsoondocls,  most  serious  misconducts 
of    ten   yeors,    having  come  into  power 
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500,  had  teen  laid  proatiate  befow  pobNe 
opinion  in  the  ooantry.  One  of  those  f»e« 
tions,  he  repeated,  had  become«-«so  far  as 
regarded  political  power,  and  ho  thanked 
God   for  it-»«xtinct.     Coosoquently,    ia 
that  respect,  the  Reformers  (and  the  Con- 
servatives had  so  far  helped  them)  had 
gained  a  great,  a  signal  victory.     Should 
he,  therefore,  endeavour,  as  a  Reformer, 
as  a  sincere  Radical  Reformer^  devoted, 
earnestly  devoted,   to   the  cause  of  the 
people-should  he  contribute  by  any  act 
of  his  to  restore  to  power  that  party  which 
had  lost  public  confidence?    No.    He  de* 
dared  he  would  take  no  such  course.    Oo 
the  contrary,  he  exhorted  the  people  of 
England*-be  exhoited  the  Reformera  of 
£ngland  to  use  every  means  in  their  power 
to  keep  that  faction  in  its  present  impotent 
position.     What  would  beeome  of  that 
faction,  he  might  be  asked  ?     Why,  their 
shattered  forces — for  they  were  now  indeed 
a  broken   legion,  might  conflict  in  small 
parties  as  they  pleaaed.     At  ail  events,  let 
not  the  people  of  this  country  have  two 
aristocracies  to  contend  against,  and  if 
there  was  to  be  a  contest  for  the  poblte 
good  let  it   be  waged  fairly  and  openly 
between  aristocracy  and  demooraoy.  That 
was  the  view  he  entertained  of  the  matter ; 
and  that  had  been  his  feason  for  not  go* 
ing  across  the  House,  and  making  com«- 
mon  cause  with  the  Whigs,  who,  he  hoped, 
trusted,  and  prayed  (and  would  do  so  as 
long  as  he  had  life)  would  never*  as  a 
Whiggish  party,  acting  oo  Whig<»isb  priii. 
ciples,  be  restored  to  power.    What  tboo, 
he  might  be  asked,  was  to  beeosseof  the 
present  Administration?    Why,  bia  an- 
swer waa  a  abort  one<-tum  it  out  as  soon 
as  possible.    ^Lomd  Laughter,  and  Hear, 
hear. 2    To    be    sure—he  repeated  it- 
turn  it  Out  as  qotek  aa  posaihle.     But  in 
the  mean  time,  the  pnblio  good  demanded 
that  they,  the  House  of  Commcma,  should 
fairly,  honestly,  and  oasdidly,  conaider 
every  subject  that  was  brought  before  the 
House,  and  if  the  right  hon.  Baronet  pro- 
posed a  good  measure— he  had  told  him 
before  be  was  a  Minister^  and  he  repeated 
it  now^that  he  would  view  that  measure, 
and  consider    it,  precisely  as  though  it 
were  brought  before  them  by  the  party  to 
which  he  was  most  attached.    This  was  a 
duty  which  the  House  owed  to  their  con- 
stituents—a duty  which  they  owed  to  the 
great  national  iaterests  of  the  country,  on 
subjects  of  this  son  especially.    To  offer 
a  factious  oppoaitioa  to  aoy  .Ministry  was 
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paltry,  was  ntaiiv  was  contemptible,  was 
disgraceful.  And  whatever  might  be  bis 
opinions,  his  position,  or  bts  Gondoct,  he 
trusted  that  no  man,  in  the  position  of  a 
Minister,  would  ever  have  reason  to  com- 
plain of  a  factious  opposition  from  him. 
He  thanked  the  House  for  having;  afforded 
bim  this  opportunity  of  vindicating  his 
conduct,  which  had  been  exceedingly  mis- 
represented. 

Mr.  Callaghan  said,  he  felt  himself  in 
a  peculiar  position,  seeing  that  in  the  late 
Parliamenf,  upon  the  parsing  of  the  Irish 
act,  he  had  been  in  perfect  ignorance  as 
to  the  administration  of  the  Poor-law. 
He  had,  therefore,  given  his  consent  to 
the  institution  of  a  commission,  without 
at  all  anticipating  the  evils  which  had 
since  resulted  from  it.  He  would  read  an 
extract  from  a  petition  which  had  been 
presented  from  his  constituents,  and  which 
should  be  bis  juaiifieaiion  of  tbe  vote 
which  he  meant  to  give  on  this  occasion. 
This  petition  was  signed  by  the  mayor 
and  many  of  the  reapectabUi  inhabitants 
of  Cork.  In  the  part  of  it  to  which  be 
referred,  it  was  said, 

••  Your  petitioners  bef^,  further,  respectfully 
to  remonstrate  against  tbe  power  given  to  tbe 
PidONlaw  commissioners— a  power  exercised 
without  any  consuUati<m  with  tbe  guardians, 
and  in  a  way  detrimenUl  to  the  interests  of 
each  union;  and  your  ))etitiooers  do  think, 
that  when  it  is  considered  that  these  officers  are 
largely  paid,  and  that  the  guardians  are  the 
real  practical  administrators  of  the  law  with- 
out  payment,  it  would  be  found  advisable  to 
allow  the  inAuense  of  the  said  guardians  a 
VMire  extensive  scofM,  while  that  of  those 
overpaid  officers  might  be  judiciously  cur- 
tailed." 

When  he  found  these  ibc  universal  sen- 
timents of  those  whom  he  represented,  he 
felt  warranted  in  changing  the  opinion  he 
once  held,  that  this  commission  might  be 
found  beneficidl.  He  thought  he  was 
oalled  on  to  announce  this  opinion, 
because  be  saw  it  had  been  stated  io  that 
House  that  the  Poor-law  bill  worked  well 
ia  Ireland.  He  could  only  aver  that  in 
his  part  of  the  country  the  discontent 
with  it  was  almost  universal.  Nobody 
appeared  to  be  satisfied  with  it.  The 
petition,  an  extract  from  which  he  had 
just  read>  distinctly  stated  in  what  respects 
It  was  inefficacious.  Tbe  emigration 
clauses  were  quite  useless ;  and  the  Duke 
of  Wellington'a  amendments  introduced 
be  greatest  possible  confusion  into  the 
meetifigs  of  Ibe  guaidisns*    The  whole  of 
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the  law  of  settlement  had  been  altered  ia 
England:  it  was  practically  created  in 
Ireland  by  the  amendments  of  the  Duke 
of  Wellington.  On  these  grounds  he  felt 
called  on  to  vote  against  the  continuance 
of  the  commission. 

Mr.  S.  Crawford  wished  to  explain  for 
a  moment  in  reference  to  what  had  been 
said  the  other  night  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Home  Secretary,  as  to  his 
constittiency  of  Rochdale  not  having  been 
brought  under  tbe  Poor-law,  that  they 
were  under  the  greatest  dread  lest  the 
local  act,  under  which  they  were  at  pre« 
sent,  should  be  set  aside,  and  lest  they 
should  be  brought  under  tbe  New  Poor* 
law.  He  might  be  permitted  to  add,  be 
was  pleased  to  find  the  Government  bent 
upon  inquiring  carefully  into  the  condition 
of  tbe  poor,  and  be  hoped  sincerely  that 
during  the  recess  the  subject  would  not  be 
lost  sight  of  by  tbe  Home  Secretary. 

Mr.  Hardy  wished  to  explain  what 
might  appear  an  inconsistency  at  first 
sight  in  bfs  having  voted  for  the  motion  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  Rochdale,  and  his 
now  voting,  as  he  felt  bound  to  do,  against 
the  hon*  Member  for  Oldham.  The  rea*> 
son  was,  that  tbe  former  motion  did  not, 
and  the  present  did,  involve  the  total  abO'> 
litioo  of  the  commission,  ta  which  he  was 
not  prepared  at  present  to  aeree.  Me 
considered  that  in  now  voting  for  the  bill 
he  was  merely  voting  for  the  continuanee 
of  the  act  till  (as  he  understood  the  Home 
Secretary  to  pledge  himself)  the  provisioDS 
of  the  act  could  be  fully  considered. 

The  House  divided  on  the  question  that 
the  word  **  now"  stand  part  of  the  ques- 
tion—Ayes  133;  Noes  18:  Majority  1 15. 


List  of  the  Ayes. 

A'Court^  Captain  Buller,  C. 

Acton,  Colonel  Bullsr,  Sir  J.  Y. 

Adderley,  C.  B.  Burrell,  Sir  C.  M. 

Antrobus,  £.  Canning,  rt.  hn.  Sir  S. 

Arbuthnott,  hon.  H.  Chapman,  A. 

Baird,  W.  Chelwode,  Sir  J. 

Baring,  hon.  W.  B.  Clements,  Viscount 
Baskerville,  T.  B.  M.     Cochrane,  A. 

Beckett.  W.  Colvile,  C.  B. 

Bentinck,  Lord  G.  Corry,  rt.  hn.  H. 

Bodkin,  W.  H.  Damer,  hon.  Colonel 

Borthwick,  P.  Darby,  G. 

Boscawen,  Lord  Dawney,  hon.  W.  H. 

Botfield,  B.  Douglas,  J.  D.  S. 

Bowring,Dr.  Duncan,  G. 

Broad  ley,  H.  Duocombe.  hon.  O. 

Brooke,  Sir  A.  B.  Egerton,  W .  T. 

Browne,  bon.  W.  Uiot,  Lord 
Bruce,  Lord  tt.    Digitizedlf^^^J^^k 
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Estcourt,  T.  G.  B. 
Ferrand,  W.  B. 
Fiuroy,  Captain 
Follett,  Sir  W.  W. 
Forster,  M. 
Fuller,  A.  £. 
Gaskell,  J.  Milnet 
Glad8toDe»rt.hn.W.£. 
Gordon,  hon.  Captain 
Goulburn,  rt.  hon.  H, 
Graham,  rt.  hon.  Sir  J. 
Granger,  T.  C. 
Greene,  T. 
Grogan,  £. 
Hamilton,  C.  J.  B. 
Hamilton,  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  Lord  C. 
Hanmer,  Sir  J. 
Harcourt,  G.  G. 
Hardinge,  rt.  hn.SirH. 
Hardy,  J. 
Hawes,  B. 
Hayes,  Sir  £. 
Henley,  J.  W. 
Henniker,  Lord 
Hinde,  J.  H. 
Hodgson,  R. 
Hogg,  J.  W. 
Hope,  G.  W. 
Jernyn,  Earl 
Johnson,  W.  G. 
Jehn8ton,A. 
Johnstone,  Sir  J. 
JollifTe,  Sir  W.  G. 
Jones,  Captain 
Kemble,  II. 
Knatchball,  right  hon. 

Sir  £. 
Knight,  F.  W. 
Larpent,  Sir  G.  de  H. 
Lawion,  A. 
Layard,  Captain 
Lincoln,  £arl  of 
Lindsay,  U.  H. 
Litton,  £. 
Lockhart,  W. 
Lowtber,  J.  H. 
Lyall,  G. 
Mackenzie,  W.  F. 
Manners,  Lord  J. 


March,  Earl  of 
Marsham,  Viscount 
Martin,  J. 
Martin,  C-  W. 
Martyn,  C.  C. 
Masterman,  J. 
Mitchell,  T,  A. 
Morgan,  O. 
Morris,  D. 
Mundy,  £•  M. 
Neville,  R. 
Nicholl,  rt.  hon.  J. 
O'Brien,  A.  S. 
O'Connell,  M.  J. 
Ogle,  S.  C.  H. 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  Sir  R. 
Peel,  J. 
Philips,  M. 
Polhill.F. 
Pollock,  Sir  F. 
Pringle,  A. 
Rae,  rt.  hon.  Sir  W. 
Rawdon,  Colonel 
Reid,  SirJ.  R. 
Rose,  rt.hon.  SirG. 
Rushbrooke,  Colonel 
Sandon,  Viscount 
Scott,  hon.  F. 
Shaw,  rt.  hon.  F. 
Smith,  A. 
Smythe,  hon.  G. 
Somerset,  Lord  G. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stuart,  H.  C. 
Sutton,  hon.  H.  M. 
Tennent,  J.  £. 
Trench,  Sir  F.  W. 
Trevor,  hon.  G.  R. 
Trollope,  Sir  J. 
Trotter,  J. 
Vere,  Sir  C. 
Wakley,T. 
Ward,  H.  G. 
Wood,  C. 
Wortley,  hon.  J.  S* 
Wyndbam,  Colonel 

TELLERS. 

Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Baring,  H. 


LUt  of  the  Noes. 


Brotherton,  J. 
Callaghan,  D. 
Cobden,  R. 
Collins,  W. 
Crawford,  W.  S. 
Dick,  Q. 

Fleetwood,  Sir  P.  H. 
Grant,  Sir  A.  C. 
Harford,  S. 
Heath  coat,  J. 
Hindley,  C. 


HoUond,  R. 
Humphery,  Mr.  Aid. 
Napier,  Sir  C. 
Rennie,  G. 
Walker,  R. 
Williams,  W. 
Yorke,  B.  R. 

TELLERS. 

Field  en,  J. 
Pechell,  Captain 


Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF   LORDS, 
Saturday,  October  2,  1841. 

MciroTM.]  Bins.  Retd  a  flzst  time :— Esebcqocr  BSb 
Fttuding;  BxcbequerBUIt  Appiosniatioii..— Rctd  ft  mamd 
time:— Poor-law  CommiMkiiit  Popolatkn Fkfiacnik 

Corn-laws.]  The  Earl  of  Radnor 
wished  to  give  an  explanalioo  of  a  state- 
ment be  bad  made  last  night,  respecting^ 
the  average  price  of  foreign  corn.  In 
stating  the  average  at  40s,  6d.,  he  had 
omitted  to  mention  the  expense  of  freight, 
which  would  be  about  5s,  per  quarter,  and 
should  have  been  added  to  the  average. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE   OF   COMMONS, 
Saturday t  Oct<Aer2^  1841. 

MfHirrBS.]    BUIs.    Reid  a  Uiiid  ttma  •— ExdiaqMr  Bllla 

Fundinf  i  BrdwipMir  BUU  Apprapilattoa. 
Petitiooi  pmented.    By    Mr.  Sharroan   Crawfocd,   tratn 

BaUymoney,  fhr  pladng  the  retail  ipirlt  txade  of  Irdand 

on  dw  Hune  footing  ae  that  la  En|^and> 

ExcuEQUEa  Bill  FtJNDiKG.]  On 
the  motion  for  the  third  reading  of  this 
bill, 

Mr.  WUliams  begged  to  ask  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  or  no 
the  whole  amount  of  5,000,000/.  had 
been  subscribed  for,  and,  if  not,  what 
portion  had  been  subscribed  for— how  much 
m  Exchequer  Bills,  and  how  much  in 
money  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
stated  the  other  evening,  that  the  amount 
subscribed  for  altogether  was  3,644,000/. 
What  were  the  proportions  of  money  and 
Exchequer  Bills  he  was  not  able  to 
say,  but  the  hon.  Gentleman  would  see 
that  the  information,  if  he  could  give  it, 
would  be  of  no  use,  because  the  parties 
were  at  liberty  in  completing  their  sub* 
scriptious  to  make  up  part  in  money,  or 
the  whole  in  Exchequer  Bills,  as  they 
might  find  convenient.  He  might  say, 
that  a  large  proportion  had  been  subscribed 
for  in  Exchequer  Bills,  but  it  did  not 
follow  that,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  settle- 
ment, money  might  not  be  given  instead 
of  them. 

Mr.  WUliams  said,  that  if  the  whole 
amount  of  3,500,000/.  should  be  settled 
for  in  Exchequer  Bills,  it  would  follow 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  fond 
1,000,000/.  more  than  he  originally  con- 
templated. He  would  therefore  be  obliged 
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to  have  recourse  to  the  second  portion  of 
the  bill,  to  raise  the  2,400,000/.  deficient 
in  the  revenue,  by  the  mode  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  reduction  of  the  national 
debt  inscribing  their  names  in  the  three 
per  cents,  with  a  view  of  sale  afterwards  ; 
at  least  so  he  understood  it.  He  con- 
sidered that,  by  the  terms  of  the  bill,  it 
was  imperative  to  accept  the  subscriptions 
of  Exchequer  Bills  to  the  amount  already 
subscribed.  By  that  operation,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  add  to  the  funded 
debt  more  than  was  actually  necessary  to 
relieve  the  Exchequer  Bill  market  accord- 
ing to  his  view.  Looking  at  the  present 
state  of  the  money  market,  he  did  not  see 
any  necessity  whatever  of  reducing  the 
amount  of  Exchequer  Bills,  when  he  con- 
sidered there  was  a  saving  of  interest  on 
Exchequer  Bills,  as  compared  with  the 
funded  debt.  The  last  return  he  had  seen 
stated,  that  the  highest  amount  of  interest 
on  Exchequer  Bills  was  2d.  per  day.  [The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer :  It  is  2|g{. 
DOW.]  He  had  seen  no  return  of  that 
kind.  Such  being  the  case,  there  was  no 
difference. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  such  being  the  case,  the  interest  on 
Exchequer  Billswas  greater  than  the  inter- 
est in  the  funds,  and  the  public  would  gain 
the  difference  of  some  shillings  in  the  rate 
of  interest.  With  regard  to  the  bill,  it 
gave  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  the 
power  of  making  up  the  sum  necessary  at 
the  completion  of  the  subscription  by  the 
issue  of  Exchequer  Bills,  or  the  sale  of 
stock  in  the  market.  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man would  not  wish  him  to  state  which 
course  the  Government  intended  to  take, 
as  it  might  produce  an  influence  on  the 
market,  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  roust 
feel,  would  not  be  desirable.  The  Govern, 
ment  had  the  power  to  do  whatever  might 
seem  to  them  at  the  time  most  advant- 
ageous for  the  public  interests. 

Bill  read  a  third  time. 

Prisoh  Discipline  Abuses.]  Mr. 
Hawe$  begp:ed  to  put  a  question  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Secretary  for 
the  Home  Department,  upon  a  subject  to 
which  he  felt  that  public  attention  ought 
to  be  called.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  aware  that  the  last  report  from  the 
Inspectors  of  Prisons  had  been  for  some 
time  on  the  Table.  He  (Mr.  Hawes)  had 
gone  through  the  report,  and  it  struck 
hiro  that  it  contained  accounts    of  some 
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gross  violation  of  prison  discipline.  He 
thought  it  belonged  to  the  province  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department, 
to  see  such  abuses  corrected.  He  thought 
the  report,  and  the  cases  in  question,  de- 
served  the  best  attention  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive some  assurance  that  the  subject 
would  not  be  overlooked. 

Sir  James  Graham  was  glad  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  stating,  that  he  was  aware 
the  last  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Prisons, 
did  contain  matters  worthy  of  the  most 
serious  attention  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment. He  had  not  yet  had  time  to  give  to 
it  that  attention  which  the  importance  of 
the  subject  imperatively  demanded,  but  it 
had  not  been  altogether  overlooked.  He 
had  issued  instructions  to  the  Inspectors  of 
Prison  Discipline,  to  add  to  their  reports 
an  appendix,  dividing  the  subject  matter 
into  two  heads ;  first,  matter  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  Executive  Government 
should  be  directed,  as  being  immediately 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  and,  secondly,  such  farther  matter 
as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Inspector,  might, 
in  a  future  Session,  require  the  attention 
of  Parliament.  As  soon  as  he  received 
such  a  report,  he  would  turn  his  attention 
more  particularly  to  the  subject;  and, 
with  regard  to  the  last  report,  he  partook 
in  the  views  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  oppo- 
site, as  to  the  necessity  of  his  attention 
being  directed  to  it. 

Adjonrned. 


HOUSE   OF    LORDS, 
Monday,  October  4, 1841. 

MiirirrB*.]  BUlk  Read  ft  Meond  time:— Exdiequer  Billi 
Funding  s  Exchequer  BIU>  ^ppropriatioa :— Read  a  third 
time :— Expiring  Lawi. 

Petitions  pmented.  By  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  from  Hand- 
loom  Weavers  of  Manchester  and  Tictoity,  praying  for 
relief.— By  Lord  Brougltam,  from  Dunstable  and  Dublin, 
for  the  Repeal  of  the  Cora-laws.— By  the  Earl  of  Rad- 
nor, from  Stockport,  for  Free-txade.— By  Lord  Cliflbrd, 
of  Chudleigh,  from  Mr.  Peter  Gordon,  complaining  of 
Oppression  In  India.— By  the  Marquess  of  Normanby. 
from  Performers  of  the  Surrey  Theatre,  for  the  abolition 
of  Bridge  Tolls. 

Recent  Naval  Promotions.]  The 
Earl  of  Minto  begged  the  indulgence  of 
their  Lordships  for  a  few  moments  while 
he  called  their  attention  to  a  subject  which 
he  felt  to  be  one  of  importance,  as  relet* 
ing  to  one  great  branch  of  the  public 
service,  and  also  important  to  the  character 
for  fairness  and  impartiality  of  the  late 


1091 


Recent 


{LORDS}  Naval  Prmotiom. 


1092 


Board  of  Admiralty.    His  attention  had 
been  caught  by  a  notice  of  niotion  which 
stood  on  the  votes  of  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  for  Friday  last.     The  motion 
was  **  For  a  return  of  ail  the  commissions 
(wiih  the  names  attached)  signed  by  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  since  the  4th  of  June 
last,  up  to  the  issuing  the  patent  of  the 
present  Board  of  Admiralty,  distinguishing 
tho^e  commissions  signed  sinre  the  30th 
day  of  August."    Also,  a  "  Return  of  the 
ships  put  in  commission  dunng  the  same 
period,  msking  a  like  distinction,  and  of 
the  probable  date  of  each  ship  being  ready 
for  service/*    Those  returns  he  would  say 
were  unnecessary,  as   the  whole   of    the 
information  thus  FOught  was  already  before 
the  public  in  another  shape.    The  returns, 
though  not  tending  to  add  to  the  informa- 
tion   already   before   the    country,  were, 
however,  calculated  to  give  countenance 
to  certain  charges  which  had  gone  forth  to 
the  public  against  the  late  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, as  to  their  mode  of  distributing 
navy  patronage.     Now,  there  was  no  sub- 
ject connected  with  the  administration  of 
naval  affairs  which  he  should  more  desire 
an  examination  of,  than  the  question  of 
patronage.     If  any  favour  were  shown,  he 
thought  that  it  ought  to  be  exercised  spar- 
ingly, and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  show 
that  no  disparagement  was  meant  to  the 
meritoriotts  services  of  others.     He  would 
admit,  that  large  promotions  had  taken 
place  in  the  navy  of  a  recent  date,  and  he 
would   explain   how  that   occurred.     He 
would  premise  that  promotions  were  made 
in   three   ways.      First,  in   the  ordinary 
course,  when  three  vacancies  took   place 
by  death  in  a  particular  rank,  the  promo- 
tion of  one  officer  to  that  rank  took  place 
as  of  course,  and  this  was  the  usual  and 
common  way   of    promotion.     Secondly, 
flag-officers  appointed  to  vacancies  on  the 
stations  under  their  command,  and  might 
make  certain    appointments  on   hauling 
down  their  flags.    The  third  way  was  by  a 
special  minute^f  the  Board  in  considera- 
tion of  circiifiistancea  which,  in  the  indg- 
ment  of   the  Board,    required   such    an 
expression  of  its  approbation  of  the  conduct 
of  the  officer.   With  respect  to  the  amount 
of  promotions  in  the  first  way,  he  was  not 
responsible  for  it,  bnt  for  the  distribution 
only.     With  regatd  to  the  second,  he  was 
not  responsible  at  all ;  but  with  regard  to 
the  third,  he  held  himself  entirely  respon- 
sible both  for  the  amount  of  promotion 
and  the  manner  of  bestowing  it.     There 


hadbeen,  he  admitted,  lately  an  unosoai 
amount  of  promotion.     With  respect  to 
those  of  the  first  kind  it  was  usual  to  keep 
a  certain  number  of  vacancies  in  reserve, 
and  the  promotions,  in  consequence  of  the 
operations  in   Syria,  had  led  to  a  larger 
reserve  than  usual,  so  that  there  had  been 
a  short  time  ago  a  greater  accumulation 
of  vacancies  to  be  filled  up  than  at  any 
time  since  he  came  into  office.  The  House 
would  probably  not  allow  him,  if  be  felt 
disposed,  to  go  minutely  into  the  promo- 
tions which  had  been  lately  made  to  some 
of  these  vacancies,  because  it  would  be  a 
bad    precedent    to    subject   (particularly 
appointments)  to  minute  criticism  in  Par- 
liament.    He  could  only  say,  that,  with 
respect  to   the   first  class  of  promotions, 
for  the  amount  of  which  he  was  not  respon- 
sible,   he   would    court  inquiry   into    its 
distribution,  into  the  character  of  those 
officers  who  had  been  promoted,  and  he 
was  confident   that  such   inquiry  would 
show  that  those  promotions  had  been  well 
and    impartially  bestowed.     In  the  third 
class  there  had  been  several  promotions. 
There  had    been   twenty-five    mates  pro- 
moted to  the  rai*k  of  lieutenants,  and  of 
these  none  had  been  less  than  nine  years 
in  the  service,  while  of  sixteen,  the  junior 
had  not  served  for  less  than  twelve  years. 
He  was  anxious  to  call  the  attention   of 
their  Lordsthips  to  these  facts,   as  they 
served  to  refute  the  charge  so  often  made, 
that  young  men  were   promoted  by  the 
Admiralty,  to  the  exclusion  of  older  and 
more  experienced  officers.     He  was  sure, 
for  the  reasons  he  had  slated,  that  their 
Lordships  would  not  require  him  to  enter 
into  a  detail  of  the  circumstances  of  each 
of  those  twenty-five  promotions  ;  but  with 
respect  to  some  of  the  special  promotions, 
he  did  think  it  necessary  to  go  somewhat 
into  detail.     There  were  four  officers  pro- 
moted from  the  rank  of  commander  to  that 
of  captain,  under  special  circumstances. 
The  first  of  these  was  Commander  Crozier, 
of  the  Terror,  who  had  the  command  of  one 
of  the  two  ships  engaged  in  the  expeditioii 
to  the  Arctic  Pole,  under  Captain  James 
Ross.    Their  Lordships  were  aware  of  the 
success  which  had  attended  that  expedi- 
tion.    On  the  return  of  Captain  Ross  he 
laid  before  the  Admiralty  Board  an  ac- 
count of  the  voyage  and*it8  results,  and, 
after  stating  how  much  he  was  indebted  to 
the  officers  and  men  under  his  command, 
took  the  opportunity  of  most  strongly  and 
earnestly  recommending  Capuin  Crozier 
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and  hit  first  lieutenant  of  the  Erebus,  for 
promotion,  with  which  recorotnendation 
the  Admiralty  complied.  The  next  of  the 
four  officers  promoted  to  the  rank  of  cap* 
tain,  was  one  in  whom  he  could  not  say 
he  did  not  feel  a  deep  interest — he  was 
Commander  C.  Elliot,  of  the  Hazard,  who 
had  been  employed  on  the  const  of  Syria, 
and  for  his  conduct  there  hud  been  most 
strongly  recommended  for  promotion.  The 
promotion  did  not  then  take  place,  because 
he  had  not  then  served  out  his  full  time ; 
but  he  was  sure  that  had  that  time  not 
expired  until  now,  the  noble  Lord  now  at 
the  bead  of  the  Admiralty,  would  not  have 
passed  over  the  recommendation.  The 
third  officer  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
captain  was  Commander  Granville,  who 
was  recommended  fur  promotion  by  Sir 
C.  Adam  on  his  being  appointed  lo  the 
command  of  a  foreign  station.  It  had 
been  the  practice  at  the  Admiralty  that 
any  member  of  the  Board  who  accepted  a 
command  on  a  home  or  foreign  station, 
was  allowed  to  recotnmend  an  officer  of 
each  rank*  The  practice  had  had  the 
sanction  of  Lord  Melville,  Sir  Oeorge 
Cockburn,  and  Sir  James  Graham.  Un- 
der such  circumstances  Commander  Gran- 
ville had  been  promoted,  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  Sir  C.  Adam.  The  fourth  officer 
promoted  was  Commander  John  Parker, 
and  he  owed  his  promotion  to  a  rnlein  the 
■ervice — as  the  senior  commander  on  ac- 
tive service.  He  next  came  to  the  cases 
of  the  nine  lien  tenants  who  had  been  pro- 
moted to  tlie  rank  of  commander.  The 
first  of  these  was  Lieutenant  Scot,  who 
bad  served  with  great  distinction  in 
the  Turkish  fleet  under  Admiral  Walker, 
and  who  had  been  most  particularly  re- 
commended by  the  Turkish  Government 
to  her  Majesty  for  some  mark  of  her  up- 
probation.  Now,  it  certainly  was  very 
unusnal  to  promote  officers  at  the  recom- 
mendation uf  foreign  Governments,  with 
whose  forces  they  had  served,  and  he 
(Lord  Minto)  had  at  first  felt  great  doubts 
of  the  propriety  of  acceding  to  the  request; 
but  when  he  took  into  consideration  the 
great  services  rendered  on  the  coast  of 
Syria  by  Lieutenant  Scot,  and  that  those 
aervices  were  rendered  to  a  Government 
with  which  England  was  in  close  alliance, 
be  did  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
promotion  ought  to  take  place.  He 
would  add,  that  Commander  Scot  was  a 
member  of  a  family  strongly  opposed  to 
his  fLord    Minto's)   in   local  as  welt  as 


general  politics.  The  next  was  Lieutenant 
Bird,  who  was  the  first  lieutenant  of  the 
Erebus,  as  he  had  mentioned  before.  Lieu« 
tenant  Lloyd,  w^o  was  omitted  in  the 
Syrian  promotions  ;  Lieutenant  Sheming- 
ham,  one  of  the  ablest  surveying  officers 
in  the  service ;  Lieutenant  Fanshawe,  who 
was  recommended  by  Sir  R.  Stopford, 
wore  also  made  commanders.  Again, 
Lieutenant  Lowe  was  the  nepliew  of  Sir 
Thomas  Hastings,  an  officer  to  whom  he 
considered  the  country  so  much  indebted 
for  his  valuable  services,  that  he  (Earl 
Minto)  felt  it  but  justice  to  him  before  he 
retired  from  the  Admiralty  to  leave  on  re* 
cord  a  minute,  mentioning  his  great  zeal 
and  ability  in  improving  the  practice  of 
naval  gunnery,  by  which  that  arm  of  the 
service  had  been  rendered  incalculably 
more  efficient,  and  as  a  mark  of  the  aer. 
vices  of  Sir  Thomas  Hastings,  his  nephew. 
Lieutenant  Lowe,  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  commander,  and  Mr.  Moorman, 
the  senior  gunnery  mate,  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant.  In  conclusion,  the  noble  Earl 
observed,  that  there  had  always  existed  an 
impression,  a  very  erroneous  one,  that 
political  influence  had  more  weight  at  the 
Admiralty  than  it  ought  to  have ;  and,  in 
fact,  Xhiixi  it  ever  had  had.  For  his  own 
part,  he  would  confidently  appeal  to  the 
appofntn^nts  which  had  recently,  and,  he 
might  add,  for  many  years,  been  made  by 
the  Admiralty,  for  full  proof  that  the  im- 
pression to  which  he  alluded  was  altogether 
erroTieous. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Financial  Measures— Late  and 
Present  Administrations]  On  the 
motion  that  the  Exchequer- Bills  (Funding) 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time. 

Viscount  Melbourne  said,  he  did  not 
rise  to  offer  any  objection  to  this  bill,  or 
to  the  mode  proposed  for  carrying  its  pro- 
visions into  effect;  for  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  the  Go. 
vernment  had  come  to  the  determination 
that  they  would  not,  for  the  present,  con- 
sider the  financial  state  of  the  country-* 
that  they  would  not  enter  into  any  inquiry 
into  its  financial  difficulties— that  they 
would  not  adopt  any  of  those  measures 
which  had  been  proposed  by  the  late  Go- 
vernment, or  bring  forward  any  measures 
with  similar  objects  of  their  own —as  soon, 
he  repeated,  as  those  determinations  of 
the  Government  became  known,  it  was 
impossible  but  that  some  t uch  measure  aa 
3  N  2 
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that  DOW  before  the  House,  should  have 
been  proposed,  and  should  have  received 
the  sanction  of  Parliament ;  knowing  that 
there  was  a  deficit  in  the  revenue,  and 
knowing  that,  in  the  opinion  of  Govern- 
ment, there  was  not  sufficient  time  to 
consider  the  question  of  taxation,  the  only 
course  that  could  be  adopted  was,  as  the 
deficit  must  be  made  up  in  some  way,  of 
borrowing  or  funding.  He  did  not  see  any 
particular  objection  to  the  form  in  which  it 
was  done.  He  had,  however,  one  objec- 
tion to  the  plan,  and  that  to  be  sure  was  a 
serious  one — namely,  that  it  had  failed — 
that  the  Government  had  not  succeeded  in 
raising  the  money,  or  in  fundinfi:  their  Ex- 
chequer Bills.  He  was  the  last  man  who 
would  say  anything  calculated  to  have 
any  injurious  effect  upon  public  credit; 
and  he  was  very  unlikely  to  say  any- 
thing that  could  have  such  an  effect; 
but,  considering  the  language  which  the 
Government  had  held  with  respect  to  the 
finances  of  the  country,  and  the  state  of 
the  country,  they  should  have  taken  care 
not  to  fail.  They  should  have  commanded 
success;  and  even  if  they  had  made  a 
worse  bargain,  or  had  worse  terms  than 
the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
(and  he  rather  feared  they  were  actuated 
by  some  such  motives,)  they  should  have 
endeavoured  to  carry  their  point.  In  say- 
ing this,  let  him  not  be  misunderstood  as 
objecting  to  the  measure  before  them,  but 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  their 
Lordships  to  what  might  be  considered 
the  manifesto  or  basis  of  the  motion  by 
the  noble  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
which  had  led  to  the  late  change  in  the 
Government.  That  speech  had  been  cha- 
racterised by  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
near  him  as  a  very  able  and  eloquent 
speech ;  and  he  admitted  it  to  be  so ;  but, 
able  as  it  waf,  it  was  insufficient  to  sup. 
port  the  superstructure  which  had  been 
founded  upon  it.  He  did  not  deny  its 
eloquence,  but  there  were  many  able  and 
eloquent  speeches  which  were  afterwards 
found  to  be  very  inconvenient.  One  great 
objection  made  in  that  speech  was,  that 
the  late  Government  had  never  met  the 
diffii  ulties  of  the  country,  or  grappled 
with  its  financial  embarrassments  in  a 
fair,  straightforward^  and  manly  manner. 
They  were  accused  of  tampering  with  the 
finances  by  temporary  expedients.  Now, 
let  him  ask  any  of  those  by  whom  these 
objections  were  made,  what  was  the  mea- 
f  ure  now  before  the  House  but  a  tempo- 


rary expedient,  an  expedient  worse  than  a 
loan,  nay,  an  expedient  so  objectionable 
that  even  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer admitted  that  it  was  so  bad,  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  drawn  into  precedent? 
He  did  not  object  to  it,  but  he  thought 
that  it  was  singularly  inconsistent  with  the 
arguments  used  by  noble  Lords  opposite 
on  the  '*  no  confidence**  amendment  to 
the  Address.  It  was  strange  that  the  very 
first  step  of  the  new  Government  should 
be  as  bad  as  any  of  those  for  which  they 
had  objected  to  the  late  Government. 
If  Government  were  determined  on  taking 
the  course  they  now  pursued,  they  were 
not  justified  in  making  that  motion.  They 
had  no  right  to  call  the  attention  of  Par- 
liament to  the  financial  difficulties  of  the 
country,  unless  they  were  prepared  to 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  them  with 
the  view  to  the  proposal  of  some  remedy. 
Such  a  course  was  not  necessary  to  their 
*'  no  confidence**  motion,  for  they  might 
have  carried  that  before  or  after,  with  or 
without  argument,  as  they  pleased.  He 
repeated  that  they  had  no  right  to  call 
the  attention  of  Parliament  to  the  finan- 
cial difficulties  of  the  country,  unless  they 
were  prepared  with  an  immediate  inquiry 
into  them.  It  was  different  with  the  late 
Government.  With  them  the  introductioa 
of  the  subject  was  quite  consistent,  be- 
cause they  were  prepared  with  measures 
to  remedy  the  difficulties  to  which  they 
had  called  the  attention  of  Parliament; 
but  it  was  not,  he  again  said,  fair  of  the 
new  Government  to  bring  on  the  subject, 
considering  the  arguments  they  had  used 
against  the  course  pursued  by  the  late 
Government.  On  this  subject  he  could 
not  omit  to  notice  what  had  been  said  for 
some  time  by  men  now  very  high  in  office 
against  the  measures  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment,and  more  particularly  what  had  lately 
fallen  from  his  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of 
Ripon)  on  the  same  subject  in  a  late  debate 
in  that  House,  who  spoke  of  the  necessity 
of  considering  the  "  immense  financial  d'tu 
ficulties  in  which  the  country  was  involved.** 
Now,  he  must  say  that  it  was  not  fair,  it 
was  not  correct,  it  was  not  proved,  it  was 
not  just  to  the  country,  to  say  that  it  was 
involved  in  immense  financial  difficulties. 
He  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  there  were 
difiSculties,  but  he  did  assert  that  they 
were  not  immense,  and  that  it  was  a  great 
over  statement  and  exaggeration  so  to 
describe  them.  The  state  of  the  finances 
demanded  to  be  considered  seriously,  and 
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to  be  mel  energetically ;  bat  he  repeated 
they  were  not  in  "  inimente  difficulty," 
and  consideriDg  the  general  state  of  the 
country,  the  amount  of  its  revenue,  its 
resources,  and  its  strength,  he  must  say 
that  it  was  not  wise  or  prudent  to  use  that 
desponding  tone  in  speaking  of  them,  and 
that  such  language  must  have  the  effect 
of  weakening  those  resources  and  of  di. 
roinishing  that  strength.  He  freely  ad- 
mitted that  there  were  difficulties  to  be 
met;  but  he  begged  leave  utterly,  dis- 
tinctly, shortly,  and  emphatically — in 
words,  which  being  short  would  be  more 
easily  understood,  to  deny  that  the  late 
Government  had  delivered  over  the  coun- 
try, or  any  branch  of  its  revenue,  in  a 
dangerous  state,  or  its  finances  in  im- 
mense difficulties,  to  its  successors  in 
office.  His  noble  Friend  (the  Earl  of 
Ripon)  had  said,  that  some  decided, 
vigorous,  and  efficient  scheme  of  Govern- 
ment was  necessary,  and  then  he  came 
down  with  his  own  scheme,  which  had  all 
the  defects  that  had  been  attributed  to 
those  of  the  late  Government,  and  this 
additional  defect — that  it  added  to  the 
funded  debt  of  the  country,  without  mak- 
ing any  provision  for  the  interest,  which  was 
precisely  the  objection  made  by  the  noble 
Duke  (Duke  of  Wellington)  to  the  Govern- 
ment proposition  for  funding  Exchequer 
Bills  in  1838  or  1839,  he  did  not  remem- 
ber which.  The  noble  Duke  had  then 
said,  that  he  did  not  object  to  the  fund- 
ings but  he  did  object  to  the  not  making 
some  provision  for  the  interest,  and  yet 
DOW  he  was  a  party  to  a  measure  to  which 
the  same  objection  would  lie.  He  would 
not  say,  that  the  measure  taken  by  the 
Government  was  wrong,  but  they  were 
not  justified  in  adopting  it  after  the  lan- 
guage they  had  held,  and  after  the  Address 
they  had  carried  up  to  the  foot  of  the 
Throne.  What  had  they  been  called  to- 
gether for?  and  for  what  reason  were  they 
now  about  to  separate  without  doing  any- 
thing with  reference  to  the  great  questions 
as  to  which  the  country  looked  for  some- 
thing to  be  done  at  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment? If,  as  was  said,  the  finances 
of  the  country  were  involved  in  immense 
difficulty,  surely  their  condition  ought  to 
be  an  object  of  immediate  consideration. 
What  was  it  which  they  had  to  consider  ? 
There  was  no  mystery  in  it— there  was 
nothing  which  could  prevent  the  subject 
from  being  well  understood.  They  had 
to  decide  on  one  or  other  of  two  courses. 


The  eipenditure  was  found  to  exceed  the 
income  of  the  country.  They  must  then 
either  reduce  the  expenditure  or  raise  the 
income.  In  the  present  state  of  the  coun- 
try he  feared  that  they  could  not  do  the 
former,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  an  in- 
creased expenditure  would  be  necessary 
—  though  he  hoped  it  might  not  be  so. 
But  his  noble  Friend,  (the  Earl  of  Ripon) 
who  seemed  to  fear  that  an  increased  ex- 
penditure would  be  necessary,  proposed^- 
whatP  An  immediate  consideration  of 
the  subject  ?  No,  but  for  time  to  consi- 
der it!  For  what  did  he  require  time? 
Was  he  looking  for  the  philosopher's 
stone?  or  was  he  endeavouring  to  dis- 
cover the  transmutation  of  metals?  If  he 
was  it  was  reasonable  to  ask  for  time,  and 
he  was  ready  to  grant  it ;  but,  as  he  sup- 
posed that  that  was  not  the  case,  he  saw 
no  reason  for  deferring  to  a  future  day 
important  matters  which  required  immedi- 
ate consideration.  But  why  should  his 
noble  Friend  defer  a  subject  which  he 
himself  had  assured  their  Lordships  he 
had  been  considering  for  two  years? 
Surely  that  was  time  enough  to  show  at 
least  that  in  the  immediate  consideration 
of  it  now  he  could  not  be  said  to  be  taken 
by  surprise.  The  noble  Duke  thought 
that  the  lateness  of  the  season  of  the  year, 
and  the  consequent  difficulty  of  securing 
a  full  attendance  in  the  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, would  prevent  the  full  discussion 
of  the  great  measures  which  would  be 
brought  under  their  consideration.  Now, 
he  could  point  out  to  the  noble  Duke  a 
plan  by  which  he  could  insure  a  full  at- 
tendance. Let  him  only  give  notice  of  a 
motion  relating  to  the  importation  of  fo- 
reign corn,  and  he  might  rely  upon  it  he 
would  not  lack  a  very  full  attendance  in 
both  Houses  until  that  question  should  be 
disposed  of.  Again,  let  him  say  with 
respect  to  this  bill,  that  he  did  not  object 
to  it.  He  was  not  so  great  a  theorist  in 
finance  as  others,  nor  was  he  so  much 
afraid  as  others  of  the  consequences  of 
change ;  but  he  must  say,  that  consider- 
ing the  language  held  by  Ministers,  and 
the  important  votes  to  which  their  objec- 
tions had  led,  it  was  not  a  measure  which 
they  were  entitled  to  propose. 

The  Earl  of  Ripon  was  always  disposed 
to  be  amused  when  his  noble  Friend  (the 
noble  Viscount)  chose  to  be  jocular,  and 
he  was  not  the  less  so  when  his  noble 
Friend's  jocularity  was  directed  against 
himself.    He  did  not  feel  that  he  was 
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called  apon  to  enter  into  a  juittfication  of 
a  speech  which  he  had  made  on  a  former 
evening,  and  which  h'ln  noble  Friend 
might  have  replied  to  at  the  time,  but 
which  he  now  chose  to  notice,  after  many 
days'  conaideration.  With  respect  to  the 
bill  before  the  House,  he  did  not  know  in 
what  degree  his  noble  Friend  was  opposed 
or  favourable  to  it.  He  did  object  to  it, 
and  he  did  not ;  he 

*'  Hints  a  doubt,  and  hesitates  dislike." 

Viscount  Melbourne  did  not  object  to 
the  bill. 

The  £arl  of /2tj70ii :  His  noble  Friend 
did  not  object  to  the  bill ;  but  there  was 
one  thing  to  which  he  did  object,  and  in 
very  strong  language,  too.  He  objected, 
that  the  measure  was  a  failure.  Now,  he 
must  deny,  that  it  was  a  failure;  for  his 
right  hon.  Friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  though  be  had  not  raised  all 
the  money  which  he  had  Brst  intended, 
bad  raised  a  million  more  than  was  suffi- 
cient to  cover  the  deBcit.  But  then  his 
noble  Friend  contended,  that  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  justified  in  bringing  in  such 
a  measure  as  this,  which  all  must  admit, 
was  a  temporary  expedient,  on  account  of 
the  amendment  which  they  had  moved  to 
the  Address.  What  was  it,  let  him  ask, 
which  had  called  the  attention  of  Parlia* 
roent  to  the  subject  ?  Was  it  not  the 
notice  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  ? 
The  Government  were  bound  to  bring 
their  measures  forward,  having  had  ample 
time  to  prepare  lhem«  But  if  other  Gen- 
tlemen moved  an  amendment  to  the  Ad- 
dress and  carried  it,  did  it  follow,  that 
they  were  at  once  to  be  prepared  with  a 
whole  batch  of  measures  in  opposition  to 
those  referred  to  in  the  Speech,  or  was  an 
individual  to  be  precluded  from  moving  an 
amendment  unless  he  was  prepared  to 
strike  off  at  once  a  new  system  of  commer- 
cial and  financial  policy  ?  The  idea  was 
absurd,  and  no  man  knew,  that  it  was  so, 
better  than  his  noble  Friend.  The  present 
Government  were,  therefore,  not  liable 
to  the  reproach  cast  on  them  by  his 
nobis  Friend.  If,  coming  into  office 
nearly  at  the  beginning  of  Septem* 
ber,  they  had  undertaken  to  propound 
a  whole  scheme  of  Onance  and  a  revision 
from  beginning  to  end  of  our  whole  com- 
mercial system,  the  country  would  have 
laughed  at  them  as  fools,  or  rejected  them 
as  madmen.  It  was  easy  for  persons  not 
practically  acquainted  with  such  matters 


to  fall  into  such  a  mistake ;  bnt  no  penoa 
knew  better  than  did  his  noble  Friend, 
that  no  one  part  of  oar  financial  syatem 
could  be  touched  without,  directly  or  iadi* 
rectly,  affecting  some  great  commercial, 
or  manufacturing,  or  trading  interest,  and 
that  one  such  interest  could  not  be  affected 
without  in  some  degree  affecting  all  the 
rest.  It  would  not  do,  therefore,  to  lake 
an  isolated  view  of  one  part  of  the  scheme 
of  financial  and  commercial  policy.  It 
would  be  necessary  to  take  a  full,  and 
comprehensive,  and  common-sense  view 
of  the  w:>ule.  His  noble  Friend  well 
knew,  from  bis  experience,  that  the  acienoe 
of  Government,  whether  legislative  or 
executive,  was,  in  fact,  neither  more  nor 
less  than  a  perpetually  recurring  struggle 
with  difficulties.  They  might  be  got  over 
or  evaded  for  a  time,  but  they  would  again 
recur,  and  Government  or  Parliament 
would  be  perpetually  called  on  to  provide 
for  their  recurrence,  and  there  was  no 
surer  way  of  being  overwhelmed  by  them, 
than  to  rush  with  breathless  haste  into  the 
adoption  of  great  and  extensive  schemes 
of  Government  or  legislation,  without 
mature  consideration.  That,  in  bis  mind, 
was  a  sufficient  justification  for  the  course 
pursued  by  the  present  Government,  and 
to  have  proposed  any  other,  at  the  present 
time,  and  under  present  circumstances, 
would  have  been  perfect  madness.  When 
his  noble  Friend  talked  of  a  loan,  he  must 
have  hern  aware,  that  if  Parliament  bad 
adopted  the  plan  proposed  by  his  Govern- 
ment, it  could  not  have  been  carried  out 
without  the  aid  of  a  loan.  There  would 
have  been  no  other  way  to  cover  the  de* 
ficiencies  of  the  year.  The  whole  amount 
of  the  deficiency  was  2,400,000/.,  of  which 
it  was  assumed,  that  1,700,000/.  would 
be  raised  by  the  proposed  alteration  in  the 
taxes  or  duties  on  certain  articles.  That 
scheme  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  doubt- 
ful, and  he  defied  his  noble  Friend,  or 
any  man  of  business,  to  show,  that  if  it 
had  been  carried  into  operation,  it  would 
be  possible  between  this  and  April,  1842, 
to  make  up  the  deficiency  without  a  loan« 
It  had  not  been  his  intention  to  say  what 
he  had  said  ;  indeed,  the  outbreak  of  his 
noble  Friend  had  been  so  unexpected,  that 
it  had  come  upon  him,  to  use  his  noble 
Friend's  own  expression,  like  a  clap  of 
thunder^  If  the  present  Government  had 
taken  the  course  which  his  noble  Friend 
seemed  to  thing  they  ought  to  have  taken, 
they   would  have  deceivec^nUie  people, 
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which  was  th«  very  last  thing  a  Oovern- 
ment  should  be  gailty  of. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  he  thanked 
the  noble  Lord  for  his  suggestion  of  a 
scheme  for  procuring  a  large  attendance 
in  that  House;  but  he  would  give  the 
noble  Lord  his  answer  to  his  scheme  ;  be 
never  would  announce  to  that  House  an 
intention  which  he  did  not  entertain.  He 
had  no  intention  of  bringing  forward  a 
scheme  for  the  alteration  of  the  Corn- 
laws  ;  he  had  not  the  power  of  so  doing ; 
he  had  not  sufficiently  considered  the 
subject  to  be  able  to  bring  forward  any 
scheme  for  an  alteration  of  the  Corn*lawSy 
and  had»  therefore,  no  intention  of  an- 
nouncing one  to  the  House;  he.  there* 
fore,  suggested  to  the  noble  Lord,  that  he 
should  propose  some  other  scheme  for 
effecting  his  purpose.  The  noble  Lord 
had  referred  to  what  he  had  said  three  or 
four  nights  ago,  respecting  the  funding  of 
Exchequer  bills,  as  brought  forward  by 
her  Majesty's  late  Government  at  the  time 
being  part  of  their  annual  system  of 
finance.  But  the  Government  of  this  day, 
had  to  take  up  a  system  of  finance,  at  the 
termination  of.the  Session  of  Parliament, 
a  Budget  having  been  brought  forward  by 
the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
showing  a  deficiency  of  2,500,000/.  Bnt 
2,500,000/.  was  by  no  means  the  only  de- 
ficiency, there  was  a  large  amount  of 
arrears  to  be  provided  for,  by  some  means 
or  other.  In  addition  to  these,  he  under- 
stood, that  when  his  right  hon.  Friend 
came  to  examine  and  see  what  was  the 
real  expenditure  of  the  country,  and  what 
were  the  real  demands  upon  the  Treasury 
at  the  present  moment,  he  found  there 
were  liabilities  on  account  of  the  colonies, 
demands  from  the  colonies  upon  England, 
Canada,  and  elsewhere,  amounting  to  a 
Yerv  large  sum,  which  bad  never  been  car- 
ried to  account  at  all  in  the  statement  of 
the  budget,  and  these  bad  to  be  added  to 
the  2,500,000/.  which  had  been  carried  to 
account.  Besides  this,  if  he  was  not  mis- 
informed, there  were  other  matters  which 
involved  expenditure,  and  all  these  things 
must  be  considered  before  any  Government 
could  bring  forward  a  financial  statement, 
and  say  what  would  be  the  permanent  ex- 
penditure of  the  country.  He  defied  any 
one,  under  the  circumstances,  to  come  for- 
ward with  a  financial  scheme  of  Ways  and 
Means.  These  things  must  be  well  consi* 
dered  before  such  a  scheme  could  bebrought 
forward,  including  with   the  Ways  and 


Means  a  provision  for  large  arrears  which 
had  been  left,  the  arrears  of  this  year  being 
unknown  till  the  accounts  had  been  ex- 
amined, and  also  demands  for  the  future 
expenses  of  the  country  in  difi*erent  parts 
of  the  world,  the  probable  amount  of  which 
was  not  known  up  to  this  moment.  These 
were  matters  which  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  discuss ;  but  as  the  noble  Lord  had 
thought  proper  to  attack  the  Government 
as  he  had  done,  they  must  defend  them- 
selves. 

Lord  Brougham  hoped,  from  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  noble  Duke, 
that  they  would,  between  the  present  and 
next  Session,  apply  their  attention  to  a 
subject  of  great  importance,  and  at  an 
early  period  of  the  next  Session  come 
forward  with  a  measure  respecting  the 
general  state  of  our  commercial  policy. 

Bill  read  a  second  time. 

PooR-tAw  CoifMissiov.3  On  the 
motion  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  on  the  Poor- 
law  Commission  Bill. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  was,  to  continue  the  Poor«law 
Commission  till  the  31st  of  July  next, 
otherwise  it  would  expire  at  the  end  of  the 
present  year,  in  order  that  the  Poor-law 
might  be  carried  into  effect. 

Bill  went  through  the  Committee.  House 
resumed.     Bill  reported. 

Population  Payments.]  House  in  a 
Committee  on  the  Population  Payments 
Bill. 

Lord  Whamdiffe  stated,  that  the  object 
of  the  bill  was  the  payment  of  the  persoos 
who  had  been  engaged  in  taking  the  re- 
cent census. 

Bill  went  through  Committeei 

House  resumed. 

Catholics  in  India.]  Lord  Clifford^  of 
Chudleigh,  wished  again  tocall  the  attention 
of  Government  to  the  condition  of  the  Irish 
Roman  Catholic  priesthood  in  India.  They 
did  not  receive  toe  sanction  and  support 
to  which  their  merits  and  utility  entitled 
them,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  soldiers  of 
India  were  consequently  deprived  of  that 
benefit  which  they  derived  from  their  pre** 
seoce — a  benefit  of  such  a  nature,  that  on 
one  occasion  an  undisciplined  regiment 
had  been  brought  tq^  ^  JB^fe^  »y|te  of 
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order  and  subordination  by  the  Bve  months' 
sojourn  of  a  Roman  Catholic  priest. 

Lord  Ellenborough  would  not  follow  the 
noble  Lord  through  his  remarks,  but  he 
would  tell  him  what  he  had  done  on  the 
subject  of  the  Roman  Catholic  priesthood 
in  India,  to  which  he  had  before  called 
the  attention  of  their  Lordships.  He  had 
sent  by  the  mail  of  that  day,  the  first  that 
had  been  dispatched  since  the  speech  of 
the  noble  Lord,  letters  to  the  Governor- 
general  of  India,  as  well  as  to  the  Governor 
of  the  Presidency  of  Madras,  asking  for 
the  fullest  information  on  the  subject;  and 
he  had  himself  written  a  letter  to  the  col- 
lectoral  magistrate  of  Madura,  sending  him 
the  report  of  what  had  taken  place  in  their 
Lordships'  House  on  the  former  occasion, 
and  demanding  explanation  of  his  alleged 
misconduct.  The  noble  Lord  had  talked 
of  the  discipline  of  certain  regiments  in 
India.  He  was  quite  sure  that  there  was 
not  an  undisciplined  regiment  in  the  Presi- 
dency of  Madras,  and  he  was  equally  sure 
that  their  discipline  had  not  been  caused 
by  any  Roman  Catholic  priest.  If  he  had 
understood  the  noble  Lord  he  would  not 
follow  him,  because  it  was  not  necessary  ; 
but  he  did  not  understand  him,  and  so  he 
could  not. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table, 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 
Tuesday,  October  5,  1841. 

Mf WDTss.]  Billi.  Read  a  third  time  :<-EMhequer  Bilk 
Funding t  Exchequer  IMUs  Appropriation;  Poor-lew 
Commladon ;  Population  Paymenti.— Received  the  Royal 
Aaent :— Adminiftration  of  Juitioe  (No.  S). ;  Ezpirhig 
LawBt  Navy  Pay;  Lunaticti  FOrngn  Biihope*:  Frog- 
more  Lodge ;  Royal  Gaxdeni  i  Rldddlli  Estate ;  Marl- 
borough't  Estate  t  Clayton's  Neme. 

PeUUons  presented.  By  the  Eerl  of  Ripon,  from  New 
Brunswick,  against  an  aboUtioa  of  the  Timber  Duties.— 
By  the  Earl  of  Kinnaird.  from  Brediin,  and  other 
places,  and  by  the  Earl  of  Radnor,  from  Devises,  and  a 
number  of  other  pUoes,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Com* 
laws. 

Funding  of  Exchequer  Bills — 
Drainage  of  Towns.]  Lord  Ellen' 
borough  moved  the  third  reading  of  the 
Funding  Exchequer  Bills  Bill. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanby  wished  to 
take  that  opportunity  of  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  the  noble  Duke  opposite »  to  a 
portion  of  the  public  business  to  which  he 
attached  considerable  importance.  He 
alluded  to  the  measures  which  he  had 
brought  forward  on  the  first  day  of  the 
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Session,  for  the  drainage  of  towns,  the 
improvement  of  building  regulations,  and 
the  improvement  of  certain  boroughs.  He 
had  introduced  them  in  consequence  of  a 
report  of  the  other  House,  and  from  his 
own  information,  and  observations  of  the 
evils  which  they  were  to  remedy.  The 
subject  had  been  thoroughly  investigated 
by  a  committee  of  their  Lordships,  and  the 
bill  had  been  sent  down  to  the  other  House, 
where  he  believed  the  principle  was  not 
opposed,  but  the  termination  of  the  Ses- 
sion prevented  its  being  proceeded  with. 
Their  Lordships  had  again  sent  down  the 
bill  this  Session,  but  a  similar  reason  pre« 
vented  its  being  proceeded  with  in  the 
other  House.  He  had  expressed  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  succeeded 
him  in  the  Home  Office,  his  sense  of  the 
importance  of  these  measures,  and  the 
question  he  now  wished  to  put,  was,  whe- 
ther Government  had  determined  to  adopt 
them  as  far  as  the  principle  went.  If  the 
noble  Duke  gave  him  such  an  assurance, 
he  would  much  rather  leave  them  iu  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  but  if  he  re- 
ceived no  such  assurance,  he  took  that 
opportunity  of  giving  notice,  that  anleas 
his  health  prevented  him  from  being  pre- 
sent at  the  commencement  of  next  Ses- 
sion, he  should,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
assembling  of  Parliament,  bring  forward 
his  bill  again,  and  trust  to  the  noble  Lord, 
the  Member  for  Dorsetshire,  as  an  inde- 
pendent Member,  who  took  an  interest  io 
the  subject,  for  getting  it  through  the 
other  House. 

Lord  Ellenborough  had  communicated 
with  his  right  hon.  Friend,  the  Secretary 
for  the  Home  Department,  on  the  subject, 
and  expressed  the  anxiety  felt  by  the  ma- 
jority of  their  Lordships  on  the  subject. 
His  right  hon.  Friend  represented  that  the 
bill  must  necessarily  undergo  investigation 
by  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
that  there  was  a  new  opposition  to  some 
of  the  details,  and  that  it  was  practically 
impossible  to  proceed  with  it  in  the  course 
of  the  present  Session.  With  respect  to 
the  noble  Marquess's  question,  he  could 
only  say,  that  the  Government  had  as  yet 
no  opportunity  of  looking  into  the  bill, 
and  were  not  prepared  to  say,  whether,  aa 
a  Government,  they  would  take  it  up.  It 
should,  however,  receive  their  most  at- 
tentive consideration  during  the  recess, 
and  they  would  state  what  they  were  pre- 
ared  to  do  at  the  commencement  of  next 
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The  Dake  of  Wellington  said»  that  he 
bad  given  his  individual  aupporl  to  those 
bills  in  their  progress  through  that  House, 
and  would  do  so  again  when  they  came 
before  him,  but  he  could  not  answer  for 
the  course  which  his  Colleagues  in  the 
other  House  might  feel  it  necessary  to 
adopt  with  respect  to  them. 

The  Marquess  of  Normanby  said,  the 
answers  he  had  received  were  perfectly 
satisfactory ;  and  he  would  only  add,  that 
if  the  Government  did  not  adopt  the  bills, 
he  would  again  bring  them  forward  early 
in  the  next  Session,  satisGed  with  the 
efficient  support  of  the  noble  Duke, 

Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The    Cork-laws  —  Explanation.] 
The  Earl  of  Radnor  said,  that  he  had  to 
present  to  their  Lordships  several  petitions, 
praying  that  the  House  might  address  her 
Majesty  not  to  prorogue  Parliament  until 
some   measure  should  be   adopted   with 
respect  to  the  Corn-laws.    Though  there 
were  only  a  few  petitions,  they  were  in 
principle  similar  to  those  which  had  already 
been  sent   before  the  two  Houses,  and 
which  had  received  the  signatures  of  not 
less  than  300,000  persons.    There  could 
be  no  doubt  that  the   subject  was  one 
which  had  excited  the  most  intense  in* 
terest  throughout  the  country,  in  which 
the  wish  was  very  general,  that  the  Parlia- 
ment should  not  separate  until  something 
had  been  done  on  this  important  question. 
He  feared,  however,  that  the  Session  would 
close  without  anything  being  done  in  the 
matter,  and  he  was  confirmed  in  that  fear 
by  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Duke 
last  night,  when  he  said,  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  bring  forward  any  measure  on 
the  subject  of  the  Corn-laws — so  he,  at 
least,  had  understood  the  noble   Duke ; 
and  another  noble   Duke  opposite  (the 
Duke  of  Buckingham)  had,  since  his  ac- 
cession to  office,  made  a  similar  statement 
in  his  address  to  a  meeting  of  farmers  in 
Buckinghamshire.  But  he  looked  with  more 
attention  to  the  statement  made  last  night 
by  the  noble  Duke  (Duke  of  Wellington), 
whom  he  understood  to  say,  that  he  had 
no  intention  of  bringing  forward  any  mea- 
sure relating  to  the  Corn-laws.  [The  Duke 
of  WelUngton:  The  noble  Lord  misunder- 
stood my  remark.]     He  was  glad  to  find 
that  the  noble  Duke  disclaimed  the  notion 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  bring  for- 
ward any  measure  on  this  subject.    Un- 
doubtedly, if  the  question  of  the  Corn-law 


were  to  be  considered,  with  reference  to 
many  other  important  subjects,  such  as 
the  revenue,  finance,  and  commerce,  it 
would  require  time  to  enter  into  such  con* 
sideration ;  and  if  the  noble  Duke  meant 
to  allude  to  those  subjects,  his  demand  for 
further  time  would  be  very  reasonable,  but 
he  did  not  understand  the  nuble  Duke  to 
refer  to  the  Corn-law  alone.     The  noble 
Duke  could  not  require  further  time  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Corn -law  que  tion  by 
itself;  for  as  many  of  their  Lordships  would 
recollect,  the  noble  Duke   himself  had 
brought  in  the  present  Corn-law  Act,  when 
at  the  head  of  the  Government  in  1828,  and 
had  carried  it  through.     The  noble  Duke 
could  not,  therefore,  say,  that  he  wanted  time 
to  consider  the  subject  further.   The  noble 
Duke  must  be  even  more  familiar  with  the 
subject  now  than  he  had  been  at  that  time. 
The  noble  Duke  had  stated,  on  a  former 
evening,  that  the  distress  which  existed  in 
the  country  could  not  arise  from  the  want 
of  a  sufficient  supply  of  corn,  and  the  noble 
Duke  dwelt  on  the  fact,  that  there  bad 
just  been  imported  1,700,000  quarters  of 
foreign  corn ;  and  he  might  have  added, 
that  since  then  the  harvest  has  been  got 
in;  but  the  noble  Duke  must  be  aware 
that  great  distress,  and  great  want  of  a 
sufficient  supply  of  food,  might  exist  in  a 
country  in  which  there  might,  nevertheless, 
be  a  large  supply  of  corn.     Did  the  noble 
Duke  recollect  the  famine  which  existed 
in  parts  of  Ireland  a  few  years  ago  ?  At  that 
time  the  distress  was  so  general,  and  the 
want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life  so 
great,  that  large  subscriptions  were  raised 
in  this  country,  and  large  supplies  of  food 
sent  to  those  districts  where  the  wants  of 
the  people  were  greatest.     It  did  happen 
on  that  occasion,  as  the  noble  Duke  might 
recollect,   that  a  vessel  sailing  into  the 
harbour  of  Cork,  and  laden  with  supplies 
of  provisions  for  the  distressed  inhabitants 
in  part  of  it,  was  met  by  another  vessel 
bringing  to  England  a  cargo  of  wheat,  and 
and  of  biscuits,  made  from  wheat.    This 
would  show  that  there  might  be  large  sup- 
plies of  corn  in  the  country,  and  there  still 
might  prevail  great  distress,  and  that  was 
the  case  with  England  at  the  present  mo- 
ment.    What  would  be  the  use  of  a  large 
supply  of  corn   in  the  granaries  of  the 
country  if  the  people  could  not  purchase 
it  ?    This  was  a  fearful  state  in  which  to 
leave  the  country  at  the  prorogation  of 
Parliament,  without  the  introduction  of 
any  measure  for  the  relief  of  the  distreei 
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which  prevailed.  This  was  Ihe  state  of 
things  against  which  Parliament  had  re- 
ceived the  petitions  of  300,000  of  the 
people.  He  had  hy  him  a  letter  on  this 
subject  from  an  individaal  in  Manchester, 
who,  by  his  own  great  exertions,  had  raised 
himself  from  the  condition  of  an  operative 
to  a  station  of  comparative  independence, 
and  who  had,  by  his  industry  and  perse- 
verance, acquired  a  good  education.  That 
gentleman  professed  his  political  opinions, 
for  he  was  what  was  called  a  Radical.  In 
one  of  the  letters  received  from  him — only 
that  day—  there  was  this  passage,— 

'<  The  DQw  Parliannent  will  not  do  anythiog 
for  the  people,  and  they  (the  people)  will  be 
taught  this  fatal  lesson,  that  everything  which 
they  may  obtain  they  will  owe  to  violence,  or 
to  the  fear  of  violence,  and  that  nothing  will 
be  granted  to  argument  or  common  sense. 
If  Parliament  should  now  separate,  as  he 
feared  it  would,  without  anything  being  done 
for  the  people,  and  that  disturbances  should 
follow,  and  then  that  some  measure  should  be 
brought  forward  in  the  next  Session,  would 
not  that  teach  the  people  another  lesson — 
that'  everything  was  to  be  obtained  by  vio- 
lence, and  that  nothing  would  be  conceded  to 
argument  7  It  would  be  a  repetition  of  the 
lesson  taught  by  the  Catholic  Emancipation 
Bill." 

In  another  letter,  which  he  had  received 
from  the  same  individual,  he  said,  that 
now  the  Tories  had  got  into  office,  they 
vrould  endeavour  to  persuade  the  people 
that  there  was  no  distress  i  but  yet,  while 
they  had  admitted  and  deplored  the  dis- 
tress, they  produced  documents,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  show  that  there  was  no 
distress  at  all.  Why  attempt  to  deny  that, 
the  existence  of  which  they  deplored  ? 
With  respect  to  that  part  of  the  question, 
he  would  call  the  attention  of  their  Lord- 
ships to  a  letter  which  he  had  seen  in  a 
paper  of  that  morning,  written  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  Lon* 
don  residing  in  Manchester.  The  writer 
•bowed  that  typhus  fever  prevailed  in  pro- 
portion to  the  existence  of  distress  and 
vrantof  sufficient  food  amongst  the  people, 
and  he  illustrated  his  argument  by  stating 
the  extent  to  which  typhus  fever  prevailed 
in  two  periods  of  five  years.  During  the 
first  five  years,  which  were  years  of  manu- 
facturing prosperity,  the  number  of  admis- 
sions to  the  Fever  Hospital  in  Manchester 
was  2,459,  and  the  deaths  were  about  \1\ 
per  cent.,  while  in  the  next  five  years  the  ad. 
missions  were  nearly  double,  and  the  deaths 
18  per  cent.    Let  him  ask  whether  Parlia. 


ment  ought  to  separate  without  entering 
into  some  inquiry  as  to  that  distress  of 
which  such  multitudes  were  complaining  ? 
Was  it  not  matter  worthy  of  consider* 
ation,  when  medical  men  were  pub- 
lishing books  calling  on  the  clergy  to 
assist  in  endeavouring  to  find  some  remedy 
for  the  distress  which  so  deeply  aff*ected 
the  corporal  and  intellectual  welfare  of 
the  people  ?  Under  such  circumstances, 
it  was  deplorable  to  find  the  Government 
turning,  as  it  were,  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
prayers  of  the  people,  and  proroguing  Par* 
liament  without  going  into  any  inquiry. 
He  would  repeat,  that  Government  were 
undertaking  a  fearful  responsibility  in  this 
respect.  In  another  part  of  a  letter  from 
the  gentleman  to  whom  he  bad  referred, 
he  said,  that  the  Government  should  r&» 
collect  that  the  greatest  number  of  the 
Chartist  leaders  were  now  out  of  prison, 
and  were  endeavouring  to  persuade  the 
people  that  a  repeal  of  the  Corn-laws 
would  do  them  no  good.  [*'  The  Duke  of 
Richmond!*  Hear.]  The  noble  Duke 
seemed  to  be  of  the  same  opinion  with  the 
Chartist  leaders  in  this  respect.  Would 
he  agree  with  the  other  doctrines  of  those 
leaders?  Would  he  agree  that  all  land 
should  be  brought  into  immediate  cultiva«« 
tion,  and  should  become  the  property  of 
the  state,  the  present  possessors  having  no 
exclusive  right  to  it  ?  The  writer  went  oa 
to  describe  the  alarm  created  in  Man- 
chester by  the  proceedings  of  the  Chartisu, 
and  he  added,  that  if  Government  would 
only  do  justice  to  the  people,  it  would 
soon  put  an  end  to  all  tnose  absurdities, 
and  destroy  the  influence  of  those  who 
lived  hy  promulgatine  them.  The  letter 
from  which  he  quotea  was  from  a  plaia 
man,  but  one  who  well  understood  the 
subject  on  which  he  wrote.  He  hoped 
that  noble  Lords  opposite  would  lay  these 
things  to  heart,  and  that  even  yet  the 
people  might  expect  something  to  be  done 
for  them  before  the  prorogation. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  hM^  that  the 
person,  who,  from  his  situation,  was  called 
upon  to  tender  his  advice  to  her  Majesty^ 
should  consider  well  before  he  gave  that 
advice,  and  be  had  always  done  so;  but 
he  would  tell  the  noble  Earl  what  he 
would  not  do.  He  would  not  allow  himself 
to  be  intimidated  by  the  noble  Earl,  or  by 
his  friends  or  correspondents — Radical  be 
thought  he  called  them — from  giving  that 
advice  which  his  sense  of  duty  prompted 
to  his  Sovereign,  let  the  consequences  of 
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giving  Ibat  advice  be  to  bim  what  they 
might.  It  appealed  to  him  that  there  wa» 
not  a  more  wise  or  salutary  regulation 
amovgat  their  Lordships*  standing  orders 
than  that  which  provided  that  reference 
should  not  be  made  to  former  debates; 
but  when  noble  Lords  thought  proper  lo 
disregard  that  order,  and  to  refer  to  ob- 
servations made  in  former  debates,  they 
ought  to  take  care  and  be  correct  as  to  what 
passed,  and  not  to  attribute  words  to  noble 
Lords  which  they  never  had  uttered,  or 
put  a  meaning  on  words  actually  spoken 
which  the  apeakers  could  never  have  in- 
tended to  convey.  The  noble  Earl  had 
said,  that  he  stated  in  last  night's  debate 
that  he  would  not  bring  forward  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Corn-Is ws.  Now,  if  the 
noble  Earl  had  attended  closely  to  what 
passed,  and  had  remembered  it  accurately, 
oe  would  have  known,  and  of  course  would 
have  said,  that  it  was  not  he,  but  the  noble 
Viscount  lately  at  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  had  referred  to  the  subject, 
when  the  noble  Viitcount  said,  that  if  he 
would  give  notice  of  a  motion  for  an 
alteration  of  the  Corn-laws  he  would 
soon  secure  a  full  attendance  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  His  answer  to 
that  WM,  "  I  will  not  announce  any 
intention  which  I  do  not  entertain  in 
order  to  secure  a  full  attendance  of 
Members/'  He  was  sure  thenoble  Viscount 
would  admit  the  correctness  of  that  state- 
ment, and  that  what  he  referred  to  was 
the  attendance  of  Members  in  the  present 
Session  of  Parliament.  He  was  sure  the 
noble  Viscount  could  not  mean  that  the 
notice  was  to  be  given  to  secure  a  full  at- 
tendance in  six  months'  time,  or  anv  dis- 
tant period.  [Lord  Melbourne — **  Hear, 
hear."J  He  did  adroit,  that  such  a  notice 
now  would  bring  a  full  attendance  in  both 
HoQses,  but  what  he  meant  to  convey  and 
had  stated,  was,  that  he  was  not  prepared 
at  the  present  time  to  bring  forward  any 
motion  for  a  revision  of  the  Corn-laws. 
What  he  had  said,  was,  that  it  was  a  mea- 
sure which  must  be  considered  in  all  its 
bearings  as  to  commerce  and  finance,  and 
other  important  matters,  with  which  it 
was  connected  by  the  late  Government  in 
direct  communications  from  the  Throne, 
as  well  as  from  Ministers  in  their  places 
in  both  Houses.  It  was  perfectly  true  that 
be  had  brought  in  the  bdl  for  establishing 
the  Corn-law  as  it  now  existed,  and  he 
could  not  now  recollect  whether  it  had 
met  the  approbation  of  the  noble  Earl, 


hut  he  certainly  had  no  recollection  that 
it  had  been  opposed  by  him ;  but  he  bad, 
at  different  times,  since  discussed  the 
question,  and  had  endeavoured  to  refresh 
his  memory  on  the  subject,  by  the  perusal 
of  important  documents  connected  with 
the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded.  He 
did  possess  some  knowledge  of  the  subjict, 
but  he  must  say  that  it  stood  in  a  different 
light  now  from  what  it  did  when  he 
brought  it  forward  twelve  or  thirteen  years 
ago,  and  those  who  would  consider  it  must 
look  at  it  with  deep  attention,  and  not 
submit  any  schetne  on  the  subject  to  that 
or  the  other  House  of  Parliament  which 
was  not  maturely  weighed  and  considered, 
not  only  with  reference  to  other  questions 
with  which  it  was  connected  by  different 
motions  made  and  discussed  in  the  other 
House  of  Parliament^  but  also  in  reference' 
to  treaties  between  this  country  and  other 
powers,  and  also  the  treaties  of  other  powers 
with  each  other,  and  combined  with  these 
the  general  relations  by  which  it  was  con-* 
nected  with  the  whole  system  of  this 
country.  On  these  grounds  he  fully  agreed 
that  it  was  a  matter  which  should  not  be 
taken  up  in  a  hurry,  but  must  be  deli- 
berately examined  in  all  its  bearings.  The 
noble  Earl  had  mixed  up  with  this  discus- 
sion some  remarks  on  a  conversation  which 
took  place  a  few  nights  before  ;  and  here 
aj^ain,  the  noble  Earl  took  an  erroneous 
view  of  what  occurred.  The  question  for 
the  moment  related  to  the  distress  which 
was  said  to  exist  in  several  parts  of  the 
country.  He  did  not  deny  that  distress, 
but  the  sitting  or  not  sitting  of  Parliament 
could  not  remedy  it.  He  said  that  the 
people  were  suffering  from  want  of  em- 
ployment, but  such  want  had  often  existed 
from  time  to  time,  and  he  did  not  see  how 
it  could  be  remedied  by  Parliament.  What 
he  said  on  the  evening  referred  to,  was, 
that  the  distress  did  not  arise  from  any 
want  of  provisions  in  the  country.  The 
noble  Earl  himself  had  stated  that  there 
had  been  lately  imported  into  this  cbuntry 
1,700,000  quarters  of  foreign  corn,  and  he 
was  aware  that  before  that  importation 
there  was  in  store  a  supply  of  corn  amount- 
ing to  1,200,000  quarters,  making  in  all 
nearly  3,000,000  quarters,  besides  the  pro- 
duce of  the  harvest,  which  was  now  got  in. 
From  these  facts  he  concluded  that  there 
could  be  no  distress  arising:  from  want  of  a 
sufficient  supply  of  corn.  There  was,  he  re- 
gretted to  say,  distress  existing  from  want 
of  work  and  deficiency  in  wages«  and 
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other  caases,  into  which  he  would  not  then 
enter;  but  he  repeated  that  he  did  not 
know,  and  had  not  heard  from  any  quarter, 
how  Parliament  could  remedy  such  evils. 
They  were  the  results  of  a  variety  of  causes, 
which  Parliament  could  not  remove  if  it 
sat  continuously  from  now  till  February 
next.  He  beg^ged  pardon  for  taking  u 
80  much  of  their  Lordships*  time  whe 
there  was  no  question  before  them,  but 
after  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Earl 
he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  enter  into  those 
explanations  of  what  actually  took  place 
on  the  occasions  to  which  the  noble  Earl 
referred. 

Lord  Kinnaird  said,  there  was  a  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  which  was,  that  the 
petition  presented  by  his  noble  Friend 
(the  Earl  of  Radnor)  do  lie  on  the  Table. 
He  was  glad  that  the  noble  Duke  had  en- 
tered into  these  explanations,  because  they 
would  remove  an  erroneous  impression 
which  had  gone  abroad.  For  his  own 
part,  he  did  understand  the  noble  Duke's 
declaration  of  his  intention  not  lo  intro- 
duce any  measure  on  the  subject  of  the 
Corn-la W8  to  refer  to  that  question  generally , 
and  notwiib  reference  merely  to  the  present 
Session  of  Parliament.  He  owned,  thalhow- 
ever  necessary  an  inquiry  might  be  into  the 
state  of  the  country,  and  the  distress  which 

trevailed  in  consequence  of  the  Corn-laws, 
e  had  no  hope  that  any  such  inquiry 
would  be  gone  into  now,  or  that  when 
gone  into  at  any  time,  any  practical  result 
would  come  from  It  under  the  present  Go- 
vernment. They  had  been  brought  into 
power  by  the  monopolists,  who  would  soon 
turn  them  out  again  if  they  saw  any  indi- 
cation of  an  intention  to  make  any  sub* 
stantial  change  in  the  Corn-laws.  No  such 
change  could,  therefore,  be  expected  from 
the  present  Government.  This  was  his  own 
impression,  and  he  believed  it  was  that  of 
the  country  generally,  and  it  was  greatly 
strengthened  by  the  declaration  said  to 
have  been  made  by  the  noble  Duke  (Rich- 
mond) on  the  cross-benches,  who  had 
said,  in  the  terms  he  had  already  quoted, 
that  the  agriculturists  or  monopolists  who 
bad  brought  in  the  present  Government, 
could  send  them  out  again  if  they  found  it 
necessary.  The  Government  asked  for 
time  for  the  consideration  of  the  great 
questions  connected  with  the  subject  of 
the  Corn-laws.  He  believed  that  they 
required  it  on  other  grounds,  for  he 
thought  that  the  materials  of  the  Cabinet 
were  of  so  heterogenous  a  nature  that 


much  time  must  elapse  before  they  conid 
be  found  to  concur  upon  any  one  mea- 
sure. Time,  he  thought,  might  also  be 
required  to  get  rid  of  some  three  of  four 
Members  of  the  present  Cabinet,  in  order 
to  bring  it  to  the  proper  mind  on  certaio 
questions.  He  had  certainly  thought 
that,  after  the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl, 
(of  Ripon),  and  the  speech  which  had 
been  extracted  from  the  right  hon.  Baro- 
net at  the  head  of  the  Governnieni,  they 
were  prepared  to  state  to  Parliament  the 
principles  on  which  the  Government  had 
been  formed,  but  he  was  mistaken  in  this 
feeling.  He,  however,  would  like  his 
noble  Friend  who  had  preceded  him,  warn 
the  Government  of  the  danger  of  any 
longer  delay  in  this  matter.  Like  his 
noble  Friend,  he  also  was  in  communica- 
tion  with  Radicals;  and  from  them  he 
learned  much  of  the  great  distress  which 
prevailed,  and  had  received  communica« 
tions  pointing  out  the  danger  of  further 
postponing  the  consideration  of  aome 
means  by  which  that  distress  might  be 
relieved.  In  refusing  such  inquiry,  the 
Government  was  taking  on  itself  an  awful 
responsibility.  The  noble  Duke  had  said 
that  he  was  willing  to  take  his  share  of 
that  responsibility ;  but  let  him  tell  the 
noble  Dnke  that  it  was  no  slight  share, 
when  it  involved  a  refusal  to  consider  the 
condition  of  the  country,  thus  adding  in- 
sult to  the  sufferings  of  its  starving  peo- 
ple. He  wished  to  ask  the  noble  Duke 
to  what  length  the  recess  would  be  carried, 
or  at  what  time  the  Houses  would  again  be 
called  together? 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  said,  that  the 
noble  Lord  must,  on  a  slight  consideration, 
be  aware  that  the  question  he  had  asked 
was  one  which  he  ought  not  to  put,  and 
which  could  not  be  answered.  He  would 
wish  to  ask,  in  his  turn,  what  the  noble 
Lord  meant  by  the  word  '*  monopolists  ?" 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  said,  that  the 
noble  Earl  must  have  been  after  the  stag- 
hounds  when  the  noble  Earl  had  heard  of 
the  speech  to  which  the  noble  Earl  refer- 
red. Go  that  occasion  he  had  stated  his 
readiness  to  give  his  support  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  the  right  hon.  Baronet  now 
at  its  head,  when  an  observation  was  made 
by  some  Gentleman  present,  that  though 
Sir  R.  Peel  and  his  friends  were  opposed 
to  the  Corn-law  question  as  brought  in  by 
the  Whigs,  yet  they  mighty  when  in 
power,  turn  round  upon  the  agriculturists, 
aa  they  had  done  on  the  queation  of  Ca* 
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tholic  Emancipation,  and  force  down  their 
throats  that  very  measure  which  they  had 
formerly  denounced.  His  reply  to  that 
was,  that  if  Sir  R.  Peel,  when  in  office, 
supported  the  Hs,  fixed  dnty,  he  would 
tell  him  and  those  who  supported  him, 
ihat  the  agriculturists  who  had  helped 
him  into  power,  would  have  no  hesitation 
in  turning  him  out.  In  this,  however,  he 
had  made  use  of  no  threat;  he  had 
merely  replied  to  the  argumentof  a  Friend. 
He  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  the  Corn- 
laws  were  never  on  any  occasion  to  be 
touched  by  the  Legislature,  but  in  what- 
ever alteration  might  be  made  care  should 
be  taken  that  due  protection  should  be 
given  to  agriculture,  without  which  it 
could  not  exist.  But  he  would  say  with 
reference  to  the  auggested  consideration 
of  the  question  at  this  particular  time, 
that  it  would  be  not  only  inconvenient, 
but  also  unproductive  of  any  practical 
result. 

Lord  Clifford  of  dludleigh,  was  happy 
to  hear  from  the  noble  Duke,  that  there 
was  no  fixed  time  to  which  Parliament 
was  to  be  prorogued,  and  therefore,  that 
the  people  might  entertain  some  hope  that 
their  distressed  condition  would  be  taken 
into  consideration  much  earlier  than  was 
generally  supposed.  He  bad  no  fear  for 
want  of  food  in  the  country,  but  what  he 
dreaded  was  increase  of  discontent,  for 
which  he  saw  no  remedy,  except  a  tempo- 
rary coming  forward  on  the  part  of  the  aris- 
tocracy, especially  that  part  that  had  shown 
themselves  he  richest  at  the  last  elections. 
This  country  was  burdened  with  a  debt  of 
800,000,000/.,  and  while  it  was  so  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them  to  frame  a 
Corn«law  such  as  they  might  and  ought  to 
frame  if  the  debt  did  notexist.  The  very  fact 
of  the  delay  so  strenuously  insisted  upon  by 
the  present  Government  showed  that  the 
risk  of  Government  was  one  of  considera- 
ble difficulty.  This  country  had  a  right 
to  expect  their  Lordships  to  come  forward 
with  that  assistance  which  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  sustenance  of  the  poor 
during:  the  time  which  her  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Government  delayed  their  measures. 
While  he  was  on  his  legs  he  begged  to 
give  notice,  that  early  next  Session  he 
would  move  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inquire  whether  it  was  not 
in  the  power  of  the  governor  of  Madras  to 
protect  her  Majesty's  subjects  according 
tothe  law  as  settled  in  1833.  That  inquiry 
was  rendered  necessary,  becausoi  the  noble 


Lord,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol appeared  to  be  as  unable  to  under- 
stand that  law,  as  the  noble  Lord  was 
unable  to  understand  his  speeches. 

Yarmouth  —Explanation,]  The 
Marquess  of  Normanhy  did  not  know 
whether  it  was  necessary  to  trouble  their 
Lordships  wiili  a  rather  extraordinary  let- 
ter he  had  received  from  a  Mr.  Lacon, 
who  had  charged  him  with  having  taken 
steps  to  suppress  the  production  of  certain 
papers  with  reference  to  proceedings  that 
had  taken  place  in  the  borough  of  Great 
Yarmouth.  The  letter  was  written  in  a 
complete  misapprehension  of  the  facts, 
for  their  Lordships  were  aware,  that  he 
had  not  the  power  to  suppress  any  portion 
of  the  documents  referred  to,  as  the  corres- 
pondence was  not  produced,  because  the 
noble  Earl  who  had  put  the  question  to 
him,  had  not  moved  for  it. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Slavbbt  and  the  Slavb  Tbaob.]] 
Lord  Brougham  said,  he  ruse  to  call  the 
attention  of  their  Lordships  to  a  question 
of  great  importance,  and  on  which,  as  there 
happily  existed  no  difierence  of  opinion  in 
that  or  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  and 
as  there,  indeed,  was  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom  a  singular  unanimity  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  would  he  the  less  necessary  for  him 
to  trespass  at  any  considerable  length  on 
their  Lordship's  attention.  The  subjects 
he  was  about  to  introduce  to  their  notice 
were  the  Slave-trade  and  slavery,  and  he 
believed  that  in  either  House  of  Parliament, 
or  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  there  did 
not  exist  any  description  of  persons  who 
felt  other  than  the  strongest  desire  to  see 
the  traffic  in  slaves  abolished  everywhere 
and  the  state  of  slavery  itself  universally, 
and  with  all  practicable  expedition,  instantly 
extinguished.  The  ground  on  which  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  trouble  their  Lordships 
on  the  present  occasion  was,  that  great  mis- 
apprehension had,  he  understood,  prevailed 
in  the  country  touching  the  law  applicable 
to  this  subject.  He  had  presented  to  their 
Lordships,  some  ten  or  twelve  days  back,  a 
petition  containing  a  variety  of  allega- 
tions, and  he,  at  that  time,  wished  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood,  that  the  truth  of  the 
allegations,  must  rest  upon  the  responsibility 
of  the  respectable  petitioners  who  had 
brought  the  matter  before  the  House.  But 
if  the  facts  were,  as  alleged  in  that  petition, 
it  i¥ould  appear  that  there  had  been  not 
only  a  large  capiua^emharic^Jn  ^^ave^ 
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la  foreign  Bettlements,  but  embarked  in  a 
manner  to  support  the  Slave-trade  itself. 
He  should  begin  with  those  things  alleged 
in  the  petition  to  have  been  done  by  British 
lufajects,  and  which  were  clearly  contrary 
to  the  law.     The  law  was  this^  that  every 
British  subject,  in  any  part  of  the  worlds 
whether  in  a  country  where  the  Slave-trade 
18  lawful,  or  in  one  where  it  is  illegal — 
every  British  subject^  even  in  a  part  of  the 
world  where  the   Slave-trade  is  not  only 
allowed^  but  (if  there  be  such  a  country^ 
where  it  ia  protected  and  even  encouragea 
by   the  law — every   British  subject   who 
partakes  of  such  trade  is  guilty  of  a  felony^ 
and  liable  to  be  transported  for  life  or  for 
fourteen  years.     If  the  ofience  is  com- 
mitted  on  the  high  seas,  or    within   the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Admiralty,  he  is  a  pirate 
andliable  to  be  transported  for  life  and  if  the 
«ct  be  committed  elsewhere  than  within  the 
Admiralty  jurisdiction,  for  fourteen  years. 
For  several  years  the  offence  was  piracy, 
and  a  capital  felony  if  committed  within 
the  Admiralty  jurisdiction.     That  law  had 
been  altered,  but  if  an  act  of  slave-trading 
were  committed  by  a  British  subject  in  a 
colony  where  the  Slave-trade  was  allowed, 
and  he  would  suppose  even  favoured,  he 
was  liable,  if  taken  and  brought  to  this 
country,  to  be  tried  for  the  ofience  as  if  it 
had  been  committed  in  this  country,  and  on 
cenvictioB,   to  be  transported  for  life  or 
ior  fourteen  yean^  according  as  it   was 
oofllflittted  within   or   without  Admiralty  < 
Jurisdiction*     He  hmi  never  said  that  it  de- 
pended upon  t&e  law  of  the  foreiffo  country 
whefe  the  act  had  been  commit ted»  whether 
a  Brit«di  subject  committing  an  act  of  slave- 
trading  was  guilty  of  fekmy  or  not,  although 
from  letters  he  had   received,  some  such 
miareptiesentation  must  have  gone  abroad, 
he  liad,  on  the  contrary,  said,  that  the  law 
of  the  foreign  country  had  aothingtodo  with 
the  acts  of  a  British  subject  in  this  matter, 
and  that  if  a  foreign  subject  committed  a 
^ve-tiading  act  in  oneof  ourowncoloaiesor 
•ettlementa,  he  would  be  guilty  of  piracy 
and  of  folony,  according  to  the  jurisdiction 
within  which  Ite  did  the  act.     AU  this  was 
^ulte  dear  aad    free    fi^^e  from  doubt. 
The    only    question    was,    whether  any 
g^vea  acts  amounted   to  slave-trading  or 
not.    Several  aots  were  stated  in  the  pe- 
litsoii    as    slave-trading    W'hich    appeared 
to    hifli    not    to    constitute    the    offence. 
With  respect  to  others  he  gave  no  confident 
epiaton^  they  appeared  to  be  of  a  doubtful 
vicKcription  ;  while  some  acts  appeared  quite 
clearly  to  amotiot  to  slave-trading,  and  to 


come  within  the  law.  If  a  person  fitted  out  a 
vessel  to  traffic  with  slave  factories  and  set- 
tlements, and  sold  goods  to  those  factories, 
out  and   out,  though  they  were  such  at 
might  be    used   for    the  Slave-trade,    as 
well  as  the  innocent  commerce  of  the  coast 
and  though  in  point  of  fact  they  were  used 
in  slave-trading,  he  was  of  opinion  that  this 
did  not  amount  to  slave- trading ;  whether  it 
was  a  commendable  use  of  capital  or  not,  was 
a  different  question.    If  the  goods  sent  out 
were  of  sueh  a  description  that  it  tonM  not 
be  doubtful  that  they  were  to  be  used  in  the 
Slave-trade  alone,  such  as  a  cargo  of  fetters 
or  other  implements  that  could  only  be  em- 
ployed in  such  a  trade,  he  had  staled  that 
he  deemed  this  much  more  doubtful,  yet,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  say  that  it  was  an  act 
of  slave-trading  which  would  render  the  ex- 
porter of  such  artieies  liable  to  be  tried  for 
feionr.    But  if  goods  were  sent,  whether 
of  one  kind  or  the  other,  whether  of  an 
ambiguous  description,  or  plainly  fitted  for 
the  Sare^trade  alone,  and  the  price  of  the 
goods  was  to  depend  (aa  the  petitionerB 
stated  to  be  the  fact)  upon  the  Sbve-trade, 
in  which  such  goods  were  to  be  employed,  be 
had  stated  that  his  opinion  was  that  this  was 
an  act   of  slave-trading,   being  in   truth 
a   partnership  with  slave-traders,  and  the 
persons  exporting  such    goods   a^ould   be 
guilty  of  a  felony  within  the  meaning  of 
die  Abolition  Law.     There  was  another 
description    of   acts,  which    were    mudi 
more  in^portant,  because  they  were  much 
more  extensively  done  — -  namely  the  act 
of   holding  property    in   a    foreign    set- 
tlement,   which  was   to  be  cultivated  4ir 
worked,   (cultivated  if  a  pUmtation,  and 
worked  if  a  mine^  by  slave-labour.     The 
consequence  of  holding  such  property  was 
the  purchase    and    sale  of  slaves,'  with 
the  view    of  cultivating  such  plantations 
or  wording  such  mines.     On  that  kind  of 
transaction  a  question  arose— did  or  did  not 
the  Slave-trade  Abolition  law  apply  to  it? 
An  opinion  had  gone  abroad  that  this  was  a 
dealing  and  a  trading  with  slaves  to  which 
the  Abolition  Acts  did  not  apply,  an  opinion 
which  was  entertained  by  many  highly  re- 
spectable individuals,  and  had  been  acted 
upon  to  a  great   extent;   they   bad  en- 
gaged in  a  variety  of  such  concerns,  and 
had  invested  in  them  capita]  to   a  large 
amount ;  but  on  looking  to  the  provisltms 
of  the  law  he  thought  he    had  hardly 
a  right  to  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  their 
Lordships  would  entertain  a  grave  doubt 
as  to  the  ilkgaiity  of  the  proceeding.     The 
dealing  upon  whicfe,|toj?,^j|eslian  ar^  jvas 
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not  the  mere  holding  of  the  property- 
thai  was  lawful.  The  Emancipation  Act 
of  1833  differed  from  the  Abolition  Acts; 
it  did  not  prohibit  British  subjects  from 
holding  land  in  foreign  settlements,  as 
the  Abolition  Acts  prohibited  his  engaging 
in  foreign  Slave-trade.  After  the  act  of 
1833  it  was  legal  for  a  British  subject  to 
be  a  holder  of  slavey,  and  to  have  property 
in  slaves  in  a  foreign  settlement ;  but  the 
question  was^  had  it  been  legal  since  the 
abolition  law  (the  abolition  of  the  slave- 
trade)  for  a  British  subject  to  purchase 
slaves*  to  buy  slaves^  and  to  sell  or  traffic 
in  slaves  in  a  foreign  country  ?  He  had 
been  represented  to  have  said  that  he  had 
no  doubt  that  such  an  act  was  lawful,  and 
had  not  been  struck  at  by  the  abolition  law, 
whereas  he  had  carefully  abstained  from 
giving  any  opinion  ;  he  could  not  have 
given  such  opinion*  for  if  he  had  been  ob- 
liged to  give  an  opinioa  at  all  upon  the 
question,  he  should  have  said  that  the  act 
was  not  legalt  and  that  the  abolition  law 
did  strike  at  it.  He  would  state  his  reasons. 
The  providons  of  the  act  wliich  he  had  the 
the  great  satisfaction  of  carrying  through 
Parliament  in  1811,  and  without  any  dis- 
sentient voice,  the  act  which  first  made 
Slave-trading  a  crime,  was  materially 
changed  in  one  particular  by  the  General 
Abolition  Act  of  1824.  In  that  act, 
the  slave-trade  had  been  declared  piracy, 
and  punished  as  a  capital  felony,  if 
within  the  Admiralty  jurisdiction ;  if 
without  such  jurisdiction  the  offender  was 
liable  to  transportation  for  fourteen  years, 
as  in  his  (Lord  Brougham's)  Act  of  1811. 
In  affixing  the  latter  and  lesser  potiishment 
the  act  of  1824  gave  a  new  definition  of  the 
offence.  The  first  section  declared  all  such 
trading  unlawful.  The  tenth  section  de. 
clared  it  a  felony,  in  the  following  terms* — 

**  Except  in  such  special  cases  as  are  herein- 
tfter  firovided  for,  if  any  person  shall  deal,  or 
trade  in,  or  purchase,  sell,  barter,  or  transfer, 
or  oootract  for  iht  dealing,  or  trading  in,  or 
for  the  purchase,  saie,  barter,  or  transferring  of 
any  slave,  or  slaves,  or  persons  intended  to 
be  dealt  with  as  slaves  he  shall  be  guilty  of 
felony.^ 

Certain  special  eases  were  excepted,  and 
the  iSth  section  lihas  provided  for  these 
special  cases  following  the  language  of  the 
tenth-^ 

"  Nothing  hereinbefore  contained  shall  be 
taken  or  deemed  (o  prevent  any  person  from 
defiling,  or  tradiTtg  in,  or  from  pnrchasing, 
leHiBg,  bttAerlng,  or  transferring,  or  from  con- 
tracting to  deal  or  trade  in,  purchase,  sale, 


barter,  or  transfer,  any  slave  or  slaves  lawfally 
being  within  any  island  or  colony  belonging  to 
or  in  the  possession  of,  his  Majesty,  in  case 
sudi  dealing,  &c.,  be  with  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  employing  such  slave  or  slaves  in 
the  colony  which  he  or  they  may  be  in  at  such 
time.*' 

And  the  I4th  section  provides  for  the 
removal  by  land  or  sea  of  slaves  from  one 
part  of  any  such  colony,  but  always  a 
colony  in  the  possession  of  his  Majesty  to 
another  part  of  such  colony,  and  if  the 
other  part  of  such  colony  should  happen 
to  be  another  island  (as  in  some  cases  there 
are  several  islands  in  one  Government), 
then  the  person  intending  to  remove  a  slave 
from  one  such  island  to  another  was 
required  to  procure  a  licence  from  the 
governor,  to  be  granted  on  satisfactory 
proof  that  the  slave  was  intended  to  be 
removed  from  one  estate  to  another  estate 
in  the  possession  of  the  same  owner  of  the 
slave.  Then,  how,  under  this  law,  could 
a  British  subject  in  Brazil  or  Cuba,  buy  a 
slave  or  sell  a  slave  under  the  13th  section, 
or  remove  a  slave  from  one  part  of 
Cuba  or  Brazil  to  another,  under  the  14th 
section,  neither  Cuba  nor  Brazil  being  a 
colony  or  settlement  in  the  possessiou,  or 
under  the  dominion  of  the  British  Crown, 
which  was  the  only  special  excepted  case  ? 
Upon  this  ground  he  was  wholly  unaware 
upon  what  view  of  the  law  the  parties  had 
been  advised  to  proceed  who  had  embarked 
in  such  speculations,  and  become  owners  of 
daves  by  purdiase,  or  by  t^e  intervention 
of  agents,  had  purchased,  sold,  or  trans- 
fsrr^  slaves  in  Cuba  or  Brazil,  or  moved 
them  from  place  to  place,  and  who 
must  have  been  advised  that  they  could 
safely  embark  in  such  speculations. 
Again  by  the  10th  section  ic  was  a 
felony  knowingly  and  wilfully  to  lend  or 
advance  money,  or  to  send  goods,  to  be 
employed  in  any  object  «'  hereinbefore  de- 
clared to  be  unlawful ;"  that  is,  **  the  deal- 
ing or  trading  in,  purchasing,  selling,  bar- 
tering, or  tranrferring  slaves,  or  persons 
intended  to  be  dealt  with  as  slaves.'*  AH 
of  which  is,  by  the  first  section,  declared 
unlawful,  and  by  the  tenth,  felonious.  Yet 
some  such  view  must  have  heen  taken  by 
a  number  of  most  respectable  persons,  who, 
he  understood,  had  embarked  considerable 
capital  in  the  cultivation  of  these  foreign 
colonies,  and  who  must  have  been  advised 
that  they  could  legally  engage  in  such 
speculations.  What,  then,  remained  to  be 
done  ?  He  trusted  his  noble  Friend  oppo. 
site,  at  the  head  Of  the  Board  elf  Trade, 
(Lord  Ripon),  would  immediately  apply 
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His  mind  to  this  subject^  and  if  any  doubt 
existed  upon  it  tbat  be  would  come  to  Par- 
liament, as  soon  as  it  met  next  Session,  to 
have  tbe  doubt  removed  bj  a  declaratory 
act ;  but  if  tbe  result  of  bis  noble  Friend's 
inquiry  led  bim  to  conclude  tbat  tbere  was 
no  doubt,  and  tbat  tbe  dealings  in  question 
were  unlawful,  tbe  most  satisfactory  course, 
be  tbougbt,  and  the  fairest,  to  tlie  parties 
tbemselves  would  be  to  notify  by  Proclama- 
tion what  tbe  state  of  tbe  law  was,  and  thus 
to  gi^e  a  general  intimation  to  all  persons 
who  bad  unwarily  got  tbemselves  into  this 
predicament,  tbat  tbe  sooner  they  got  out 
of  it  the  better ;  at  tbe  same  time  prohibit- 
ing other  persons  from  entering  into  sucb 
speculations,  by  statine  the  inevitable  con- 
sequences they  would  kad  to.  This  warn- 
ing was  especially  necessary  witb  respect  to 
bolding  slaves,  because  men  dealt  in  these 
witbout  tbeir  attention  being  called  to  tbe 
use  made  of  tbeir  money,  and,  in  most  cases, 
witbout  any  knowledge  of  the  concern  or 
tbe  mode  of  conducting  it.  Tbe  Proclama- 
tion tbat  gave  them  this  knowledge  would 
give  tbem  a  notice  or  warning,  to  wbicb 
they  seemed  entitled,  Tbe  course  which 
tbe  Legisbiture  took  in  dealing  with  tbe 
Slave-trade  in  former  years,  wdl  deserved 
tbe  consideration  of  Government  and  of 
Parliament  in  treating  tbe  subject  now.  In 
1806  the  6rst  bill  abolisbing  tbe  Slave-trade 
was  introduced  by  Sir  Artbur  Pigot,  and 
became  tbe  46  Geo.  3rd.,  wbicb  prohibited 
British  subjects  engaging  in  tbe  foreign 
Slave- trade,  and  tbe  lending  or  advancing 
of  money  for  any  purposes  connected  witb 
tbat  trade.  Next  year  Lord  Grey  brought 
in  the  first  general  Abolition  Bill,  wbicb 
subjected  British  subjects  who  should  be 
found  guilty  of  Slave-trading  any  where, 
and  all  persons  so  trading  in  any  part  of 
the  dominions  of  tbe  Crown  to  various  pe- 
cuniary penalties.  Next  came  the  51  Geo. 
3rd.,  the  Felony  Act,  brought  in  by  him 
(Lord  Brougham)  which  declared  the  Slave- 
trade  to  be  felony;  and  afterwards  came 
the  act  of  1824,  brought  in  by  Mr.  Canning, 
making  the  description  of  this  offence  still 
more  stringent.  Nothing  but  the  late  period 
of  the  Session  would  prevent  him  (Lord 
Brougham)  from  moving  an  Addre^ss  to  her 
Majesty  on  tbe  subject,  similar  to  the  one 
be  had  moved  in  1810,  and  which  led  to  tbe 
Felony  Bill  next  year.  If  tbere  was  no 
objection,  be  would  at  once  move  an  Ad- 
dress, if  noble  Lords  saw  any  objection 
to  such  a  course  at  that  late  period  of  tbe 
Session,  he  would  abstain  from  adopting  it; 
bat  he  trusted  that  his  noble  Friend,  the 


President  of  the  Board .  of  Trade,  would 
call  tbe  attention  of  the  law-officers  of  the 
Crown  to  the  points  to  which  be  bad  ad- 
verted, with  a  view  of  putting  a  stop  to  such 
practices.  Witb  respect  to  the  reports  of  Dr. 
Madden  on  the  settlements  of  the  weatem 
coast  of  Africa,  he  understood  that  there 
were  some  objections  to  their  production 
as   such.      He  should  like   to  know  the 
reason   for  withholding  them,  as  he  un- 
derstood they    contained    much    valuable 
matter.     But  whether  these  reports  were 
produced  or  not,  he  trusted  that  the  Go- 
vernment would  not  fail  of  actiae  on  the 
information  contained  in  tbem.     He  must 
now  beg  the  attention  of  their  Lordships  to 
the  same  question  in  the  East.     A  noble 
Friend  of  his  the  other  night  agreed  with 
bim   in    doubtinff    whether    slavery    ex- 
isted by  law  in  Malacca.   *There  was  the 
opinion  of  one  local  government  in  1828 
against  it.  and  of  another  governor,  that 
such  a  state  of  things  was  sauctioned  by 
law.  He  had  looked  into  the  matter,  and  aU 
doubt  on  bis  mind  was  at  an  end  as  regarded 
the  course  best  to  be  now  taken ;  for,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  owners  of  slaves  in  Malacca, 
in  1829,  they  came  to  a  resolution,  pledging 
themselves  to  liberate  all  their  slaves  in 
1841.     He  trusted  that  the  Government 
would  take  the  proper  steps  to  see  that  this 
resolution  was  carried  into  effect,  and  that 
whatever  was  the  state  of  law  in  the  let- 
tlement  before  tbe  liberation  of  the  davea 
should  take  place.     He  would  now  call  the 
attention  of  his  noble  Friend  to  the  dreads 
ful    state    of   slavery  in    some    parts    of 
India.     He  had  had,  by  means  of  one  of 
the  persons  employed  on  the  law  oommis- 
sion  in  India,  access  to  a  valuable  report 
made  to  Lord   Auckland.     [Lord  £//eii« 
borough  :  It  has  been  laid  before  the  House 
of  Commons  and  ordered  to  be  printed.] 
He  was  not  aware  of  that  fact,  having 
been  abroad  at  the  time;  but  he  would 
read  an  extract  from  tbe  report  of  the 
commissioners,  which  strikingly  pointed  out 
one  of  tbe  consequences  of  slavery  in  India, 
and  of  the  slave-trading  to  which  it  gave 
rise.    The  practice  to  which   he  alluded 
had  only  recently  been  brought  to  light, 
and  was  described  in  a  report  to  the  com- 
missioners by  Major  Sleeman.     The  des- 
cription was  under  the  head  Megpunnaism, 
which  this  gentleman  describes  as  a  part 
of  a  notorious  practice  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  slaves.  It  is  stated  in  the  report  :— 

''This  system  of  mnrdering indigent  parents 
for  their  children  has  been  flourishing^ince  the 
siege  of  Bhurtpore,  in  1826 ;  and  the  cause  of 
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their  confining  their  depredations  to  this  class 
of  people  seems  to  have  been  the  great  demand 
they  found  for  these  children  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  and  the  facility  with  which  they 
inveigled  their  parents  into  their  society. 
They  were  in  the  habit  of  disposing  of  the 
female  children  thus  obtained  for  very  large 
sums,  to  respectable  natives,  or  to  the  pros- 
titutes of  the  different  cities  they  visited,  and 
they  found  this  system  more  lucrative  than  that 
of  murdering  travellers  in  good  circumstances, 
and  less  likely  to  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
local  authorities,  as  inquiries  were  seldom  made 
after  the  victims  by  their  surviving  relations. 
These  gangs  (the  Report  adds),  contrary  to 
the  customs  ot  those  whose  proceedings  are 
now  so  well  known  to  us,  invariably  take  their 
families  with  them  on  their  expeditions :  and 
the  female  members  of  the  gang  are  employed 
as  inveiglers  to  win  the  confidence  of  the  emi- 
grant families  they  fall  in  with  on  the  road. 
They  introduce  these  families  to  the  gang,  and 
they  are  prevailed  upon  to  accompany  them 
to  some  place  suitable  to  their  designs  upon 
them,  where  the  parents  are  murdered  by  the 
men,  while  the  women  take  care  of  the  chil- 
dren. After  throwing  their  bodies  into  the 
river,  or  otherwise  disposing  of  them,  the 
men  return  to  their  women  in  the  camp ; 
and  when  the  children  inquire  after  their 
parents,  they  are  told  that  they  have 
sold  them  to  certain  members  of  the  gang, 
and  departed.  Jf  they  appear  to  doubt 
the  truth  of  these  assertions,  they  are  deter- 
red from  further  inquiries  by  a  threat  of 
instant  death.  They  are  allowed  to  associate 
freely  with  the  families  of  the  murderers,  and 
in  a  few  days  their  grief  subsides,  and  they 
become  reconciled  to  their  fate.  The  female 
children  are  either  adopted  by  members  of  the 
gang,  or  sent  in  charge  of  the  women  to  be 
disposed  of.  They  find  a  ready  sale  for  them 
among  the  Brinjarnhs,  many  of  whom  are  con- 
nected with  these  gangs  in  their  murderous 
trade,  and  all  of  them  are  well  known  in  Upper 
India  to  trafiic  in  children.  These  Brinjarahs 
resell  the  children  to  the  prostitutes  of  the 
different  cities,  who  soon  become  acquainted 
with  the  fate  of  their  parents,  and  are  much 
pleased  to  learn  it,  as  it  relieves  them  of  all 
apprehension  that  they  will  ever  come  to  re- 
claim them.'' 

He  then  gives  the  examination  of  some 
of  the  wretches  connected  with  these  gangs 
of  murderers.     One  of  these  outcasts  says, 

''We  call  our  trade,  viz.,  murdering  tra- 
vellers for  their  children,  megpunna." 

Another  Jemadar  or  leader  of  a  gang, 
was  asked, 

**  Q.  You  have  stated  in  your  various  de- 
positions that  you  invariably  preserve  the  chil- 
dren and  sell  them.  Are  you  not  afraid  that 
these  children  will  disclose  the  manner  in 
which  you  got  them,  and  thereby  get  yon  into 
trouble? — A.  We  invariably  murder  our  fio-  I 
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tims  at  night,  first  taking  the  precaution  to  put 
the  children  to  sleep,  and  in  the  morning  we 
tell  them  that  we  have  purchased  them  from 
their  parents  who  have  gone  off  and  left  them, 
Q.  You  seem  to  have  been  in  the  habit  of  sel- 
ling children  in  all  parts  of  the  country ;  how 
have  you  avoided  being  apprehended  ?— A. 
The  children  are  seldom  aware  of  the  fate  of 
their  parents  :  and  in  general  we  sell  them  to 
people  very  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of 
our  proceedings." 

Khema,  otherwise  called  Nursing  Dass, 
another  leader  of  a  gang,  says, 

"After  the  capture  of  Bhurtpore,  Nanoo 
Sing  Brinjarah,  and  four  other  Byragees,  resi- 
dents of  Kurroulee,  came  to  me  with  four 
travellers  and  their  four  children,  and  invited 
me  to  participate  in  their  murder,  which  I 
consented  to,  and  with  the  assistance  of  my 
gang  we  strangled  the  whole  of  them,  pre- 
serving the  lives  of  the  children,  whom  we 
sold  at  Jeipore  for  120  rupees,  half  of  which 
was  divided  among  the  members  of  my  gang . 
After  this  affair,  I  resolved  on  selecting  for  my 
victims  the  poorest  class  of  travellers,  and 
murdering  them  for  their  children,  for  whom 
there  was  so  great  a  demand  in  all  the  great 
cities ;  since  which  I  have  committed  the  fol- 
lowing murders,  the  particulars  of  which  I  will 
detail  as  I  may  remember." 

But  the  Report  goes  no  further  in  this 
wretch's  evidence ;  but,  by  bis  account,  it 
appears,  that  four  murders  had  been  per- 
petrated for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  chil« 
dren  into  slavery  for  the  miserable  pittance 
of  120  rupees  or  12/.  Another  of  these 
murderers,  Javen  Dass,  saidj 

''  I  left  my  home  with  a  gang  of  fortjr  Thugs, 
and  proceeded  to  Husseeagunge,  where  Heera 
Dass  and  Rookmunee  went  to  the  city  of 
Muttra  for  the  purpose  of  buying  some  clothes, 
and  succeeded  in  winning  the  confidence  of 
four  travellers,  two  men  and  two  women,  with 
their  three  children,  whom  they  brought  with 
them  to  our  encampment ;  after  passing  two 
days  with  us,  Teella  Dass,  Mudhoo  Dass, 
Byragees,  and  Dewa  Hookma,  Teelake,  Gun- 
garem,  Brinjarahs,  Balluck  Dass,  Chutter 
Dass,  Neput  Dass,  and  Hunooman  Dass,  pre- 
vailed on  this  family  to  accompany  them  to 
the  banks  of  the  Jumna,  and  murdered  the 
four  elderly  travellers  in  a  garden  near  the 
village  of  Gokool ;  after  throwing  their  bodies 
into  the  Jumna,  they  took  their  three  children 
to  the  tanda,  or  encampment,  of  Dewah 
Brinjarah,  near  the  village  of  Kheir,  and  sold 
the  two  female  children  for  forty  rupees,  and 
the  male  for  five  rupees." 

Therefore,  these  murders  were  commit* 
ted  for  little  more  than  four  pounds.  The 
last  deposition  to  which  he  should  refer, 
was  that  of  a  woman,  who  declared,  ^ 

«  We  now  went  off  to  Thuneiseir.  where  we 
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encamped  in  a  grove  on  the  bank  of  a  tank, 
and  here  several  parties   of  travellers  were 
inveigled  by  the  wives  of  the  leaders  of  our 
gangs  to  come  and  take  up  their  lodgings  with 
vs.    1.  A  Chumar,  with  three  daughters ;  one 
thirty  years  of  age,  and  the  others  young. 
2.  The  widow  of  a  carpenter,  and  her  son,  ten 
years  of  age.    3.  A  Brahmin  and  his  wife, 
with  one  beautiful  daughter  fourteen  years  old, 
another  five,  and  a  son  six  years  of  age.  4.  A 
Brahmin  and  his   wife,  with  one  daughter 
about  fourteen,  another  twelve,  and  a  son 
three  years  of  age.    These  travellers  lodged 
for  two  or  three  days  among  the  tents  of  ihe 
Naeks  and  Brinjarahsy  after  which  we  all  went 
one  morning  to  a  village  in  the  territory  of  the 
Toorooee  rajah?  I  forget  his  name.  Here  very 
heavy  rain  fell  at  night,  and  deluged  the  couu- 
Iry,  and  we  got  no  rest.    The  next  morning 
we  went  to  a  village  on  the  bank  of  the  canal, 
still  in  the  same  rajah*s  country.    Tite  next 
day  we  went  to  a  village  on  the  bank  of  the 
Jumna;  and  two  hours  after  night,    Kaner 
J>ass  proposed  thai  we  should  go  down  to  the 
aaerea  stream  of  the  Jumna,  say  our  prayers 
and  remain  there.  They  all  went  down  accord- 
ingly»  leaving  me,  Rioopla,  and  his  second 
wife  (Rookmunee)  at  the  village.    They  mur- 
dered the  seven  men  and  women,  and  threw 
their  bodies  into  the  river ;   but  who  killed 
them,  or  how  they  were  killed,  I  know  not. 
The  Chumar  and  his  eldest  daughter,  the  two 
Brahmins  and  their  wives,  and  the  carpenter's 
wife  were  all  murdered.    They  brought  the 
nine  children  back  to  us  a  watch  and  a  half 
before  daylight.    They  were  all  crying  a  good 
deal  after  their  parents ;  and  we  quieted  Uiem 
the  best  way  we  could,  with  sweetmeats  and 
playthings.     We  came  to  Beebeepore,  and 
encamped  in  the  grove.    A  daughter  and  son 
of  the  Brahmin's  were  extremely  beautiful, 
and  these  we  left  with  Dyhan  Sing  for  sale. 
We  came  on  to  a  village  a  coss  distant  from 
Beebeepore.    Here    a   trooper  came  up  to 
Beebeepore,   saying   that    he  had  heard  of 
several  people  being  murdered,  and  suspected 
us  of  the  crime.    The  head  men  of  the  village 
of  Beebeepore,  and  some  of  the  Brinjarahs 
came  to  oar  tramp  with  the  trooper,  aod  as« 
sured  him  that  he  must  be  mistaken,  as  they 
knew  us  all  to  be  very  honest,  inoffensive 
people  i  and  taking  him  to  Beebeepore,  they 
treated  him  with   great    consideration,    and 
he   went   away   apparently    satisfied.    But, 
fearing  that  our  deeds  had  become  known, 
Pemla  and  Newla's  wives  and  Pemla's  mo- 
ther took   off  the  seven   other  children    to 
Dhyan  Sing,  and  left  them  all  in  his  charge. 
Pemla  went  to  Kumaul,  and  Goorbuksh  and 
his  gang  went  to  Beebeepore,  while  my  hus- 
band and    his    party    remained    where    we 
were.    A  woman  who  keeps  prostitutes  came 
from  Kumaul,  and  purchased  and  took  away 
nil  the  children.  All  were  sold  through  Dhyan 
Sing.    One  boy  was  purchased  by  an  elephant 
driver,  who  took  him  off  upon  his  elephant; 
and  another  was  purchased  by  a  Mussulman. 


All  the  rest  were  taken  off  in  covered  carriagtt, 
by  the  prostitute,  to  Kumaul.  I  should  know 
all  their  faces  again  were  I  to  see  them. 

Human  language  sank  under  the  Tain 
attempt  at  giving  utterance  to  the  min- 
gled feelings  of  pity  and  of  horror  whicli 
arise  in  every  breast  on  surveying  such 
atrocities  as  these — he  defied  any  power 
of  imagination  to  paint  scenes  more 
hideous,  more  unbearable,  than  the  plain 
language  of  the  monsters  themselves  por- 
trayed their  own  frightful  deeds.  Africa 
itself  steeped  for  centuries  in  blood,  by  an- 
other branch  of  the  execrable  traffic,  and 
still  laid  waste  by  the  Spaniards  and  Portu- 
guese, with  the  connivance  of  more  humane 
nations,  presented  no  spectacle  more  ap- 
palling, no  example  more  horrible,  of  the  - 
utter  disregard  of  human  life,  the  habitual 
proneness  to  take  it  away,  with  which  the 
traffic  in  human  beings  strikes  and  blights 
the  heart,  in  every  region  which  it  is  suf- 
fered to  curse.  But  while  giving  way  to 
abhorrence  at  the  crimes  of  these  wretches, 
we  should  reserve  part  of  our  indignation 
for  that  system  of  which  they  are  the  na- 
tural and  appointed  fruit ;  and  their  Lord- 
ships might  be  assured  that  so  long  as  it 
was  possible  to  hold  human  beings  in 
slavery,  the  dealing  in  slaves  could  not  be 
put  down,  and  atrocities  such  as  those 
which  he  had  deemed  it  bis  painful  duty  to 
lay  before  the  House,  would  never  cease 
to  exist.  He  had  no  doubt  whatever,  but 
that  the  advice  given  by  a  noble  Friend 
of  his,  formerly  Secretary  to  the  Colo- 
nial Department  (Lord  Glenelg),  a  few 
months  before  he  had  leflb  office,  with  ve*^ 
gard  to  accelerating  the  emnncipatioo  of 
the  slaves  in  Ceylon — he  had  no  doubt 
but  that  the  advice  contained  in  his  very 
important  despatch  of  the  month  of  No- 
vember, 1838,  had  been  taken  into  mature 
and  early  consideration  by  his  noble  Friend 
at  the  head  of  the  India  Department. 
No  one  knew  more  of  Indian  affairs 
than  Lord  Glenelg;  no  one*s  authority, 
and  most  deservedly,  stood  higher ;  and  he 
fondly  hoped  that  some  means  would  be 
taken  for  insuring  the  total  abolition  of 
slavery,  which  was  the  only  real  and 
effectual  remedy  against  the  recurrence  of 
such  enormous  evils. 

The  Earl  of  Eipon  was  not  aware  of 
the  existence  of  the  documents  to  which 
his  noble  and  learned  Friend  had  alluded, 
and  therefore,  his  only  object  in  rising  to 
address  their  Lx>rdship6  was,  with  reference 
to  matters  of  which  he  had  more  personal 
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cognizance.  His  noble  Friend  asked 
whether  there  was  any  objection  to  lay  on 
the  Table  of  the  House  the  report  of  Dr. 
Madden,  as  to  the  state  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  on  the  western  coast  of 
Africa.  It  was  not  without  regret  that  he 
felt  called  upon  to  object  to  the  produc- 
tion of  these  docifments.  His  noble 
Friend  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  and 
himself,  after  considerable  deliberation, 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  lay  them  before  Parliament, 
as  they  were  documents  of  a  highly  con- 
fidential nature,  and  referred,  not  only  to 
the  state  of  our  settlements  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  but  involved  matters  connected 
with  our  relations  with  other  powers,  and 
also  contained  statements  of  a  very  impor- 
tant and  delicate  nature,  involving  the 
names  and  the  conduct  of  private  persons. 
Therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  it 
would  not  be  proper  at  present  to  produce 
these  reports.  He  felt  convinced  that 
their  publication  would  tend  to  defeat 
rather  than  to  advance  the  great  object 
which  his  noble  and  learned  Friend  had 
so  much  at  heart,  and  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  in  view  in  making  such  strict  in- 
quiries info  the  subjects  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade.  The  attention  of  his 
noble  Friend  at  the  head  of  the  Colonies 
had  been  directed  to  the  legal  part  of  the 
subject  adverted  to  by  his  noble  and 
learned  Friend,  and  when  the  Government 
was  in  possession  of  legal  advice,  it  would 
be  its  duty  to  see  how  far  it  was  practicable 
to  apply  the  law,  if  it  was  applicable  to 
the  cases  alluded  to,  or  if  it  was  not,  to 
call  on  Parliament  to  amend  the  law,  and 
to  bring  tbes«  cases  within  it,  which  cer- 
tainly came  within  the  spirit  if  not  the 
letter  of  the  present  law.  Under  these 
circumstanccfl,  he  trusted  that  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  would  be  satisfied 
with  the  declaration  of  the  intentions  of 
the  Government,  and  would  not  call  upon 
the  House  to  take  any  other  steps  at 
present. 

Lord  Eilenborough  observed  that  the 
report  froon  which  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord  had  quoted  was  laid  before  Parlia- 
ment on  the  26tb  of  last  April,  and  was 
printed  about  six  weektt  ago.  He  thought 
it  would  have  been  a  more  considerate 
course  to  direct  their  Lordships*  attention, 
so  that  they  might  form  their  opinions  on 
this  subject  rather  lo  the  whole  tendency 
of  the  report,  containing  ns  it  did  upwards 
qI  900  pages,  than  to  a  few  detached  ex- 


tracts. He  had  yesterday  placed  on  the 
Table  of  the  House  a  minute  on  this  sub- 
ject  by  his  noble  Friend  the  Ear)  of  Auck- 
land, descriptive  of  the  course  to  be  taken, 
and  he  was  sure  that  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  entertained  as  great  respect  as 
himself  for  the  soundness  of  the  opinion 
and  judgment  of  Lord  Auckland  on  such 
a  subject.  With  respect  to  the  cases  of 
horrible  crimes  adverted  to  by  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend,  be  would  only  say, 
that  if  they  went  to  the  more  civilized 
countries  of  the  world,  they  would  meet 
with  many  cases  of  atrocity  like  those 
described  in  the  report  in  question.  He 
believed  that  Scotland  was  generally  ad- 
mitted to  be  the  most  moral  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  yet,  only  a  few  years 
ago,  it  was  discovered  in  the  capital  of 
that  country  that  persons  were  murdered 
for  the  sake  of  obtaining  the  value  of 
their  dead  bodies.  If  his  noble  and  learned 
Friend  looked  more  narrowly  into  the  sub- 
ject to  which  he  had  adverted,  he  would 
find  that  the  atrocities  which  he  had  de. 
scribed  were  more  mixed  up  with  the  sys- 
tem of  Thuggee  than  his  noble  Friend 
seemed  to  think.  Noble  Lords  were 
aware  that  the  Thngs  made  it  a  matter  of 
pleasure  to  commit  murder,  and  that  many 
of  them  even  thought  that  they  were  doing 
good  to  their  victims  by  sending  them  to 
another  world.  The  exertions  of  the  Go- 
vernment had  been  directed  to  the  sup- 
pression of  Thuggee,  but  he  feared  the 
attempts  had  not  been  altogether  success- 
'ful.  With  this  feeling,  then,  the  Thugs 
murdered  the  parents,  and  probably  pre- 
served the  children  from  some  indefinite 
feeling  of  pity.  As  for  preserving  them 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  as  slaves, 
the  value  of  children  in  this  respect  was 
little  or  nothing.  If  the  crimes  were  per- 
petrated for  the  purpose  of  getting  money 
t)y  the  sale  of  slaves,  these  parties  would 
^ei  infinitely  more  by  preserving  the  pa- 
rents and  selling  them  as  slaves.  He 
trusted  that  his  noble  and  learned  Friend 
would  turn  his  attention  to  the  whole  sub- 
ject, and  more  especially  to  the  minate  of 
Lord  Auckland.  In  the  year  1833,  Par- 
lia.nent  had  directed  the  government  of 
India  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  state  of 
slavery  in  India,  in  consequence  of  which 
the  law  commissioners  in  India  had  tho- 
roughly investigated  the  subject,  and  had 
furnished  their  reports.  He  thought  that 
Parliament  had  wisely  directed  that  the 
initiation  in  legislation  on  this  subject 
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should  be  left  with  the  Governor-general 
and  council.  These  documents  were  at 
the  present  time  under  the  consideration  ' 
of  the  Governor-genernl  of  India,  who, 
from  his  local  knowledge  and  facilities  of 
obtaining  information,  was  much  better 
able  to  prepare  a  law  on  the  subject  than 
the  Parliament  at  home.  The  Governor- 
general  had  been  requested  more  than 
once  to  hasten  the  proceedings  for  this 
purpose;  and  he  could  assure  his  noble 
and  learned  Friend  that  there  was  every 
disposition  at  home  to  accede  to  any  mea- 
sure on  the  subject  likely  to  be  attended 
with  success. 

Lord  Brougham  said,  it  was  distinctly 
stated  in  the  report  that  the  object  the 
persons  had  in  view  in  the  commission  of 
these  atrocities  was^  that  they  might  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  children  for  the  pur- 
pose of  selling  them.  There  was  no  doubt, 
however,  that  the  practice  was  mixed  up 
with  Thuggee  of  one  kind  or  another,  but 
it  was  described  as  a  new  kind  of  Thuggee 
introduced  by  the  temptation  of  the  slave 
market.  He  could  not  help  feeling  that 
his  noble  Friend  had  been  very  unlucky 
in  his  reference  to  the  proceedings  that 
had  occurred  a  few  years  ago  in  Scot- 
land«  If  he  (Lord  Brougham)  wished  to 
select  a  fact  which  would  be  illustrative  of 
the  atrocities  of  this  species  of  slavery,  he 
could  not  have  founa  an  instance  more 
strikingly  appropriate  and  illustrative  of 
his  case  than  that  to  which  his  noble 
Friend  had  directed  the  attention  of  the 
House.  It  happened  that  some  years 
before  the  discovery  of  these  disgrace- 
ful proceedings,  three  or  four  friends 
and  himself  were  discussing  the  subject  of 
the  enormous  price  of  dead  bodies  for  the 
purpose  of  anatomical  dissection.  He  re- 
collected that  his  friend,  Mr.  John  Smith, 
the  late  Member  for  Midhurst,  was  one  of 
the  party  present,  from  a  circumstance 
which  he  would  presently  state.  It  was 
said,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation  in 

J[uestion,  that  from  25/.  to  30/.  was  given 
or  a  body  for  anatomical  purposes.  He 
then  predicted,  that  if  something  was  not 
immediately  done  to  procure  a  supply  at  a 
moderate  rate,  you  would  have  murders 
committed  on  the  poorer  classes  for  the 
sake  of  selling  their  dead  bodies.  After- 
wards when  the  atrocities  alluded  to 
had  attracted  public  attention,  Mr.  Smith 
reminded  him  of  his  prediction.  It  was 
precisely  the  same  thing  with  the  slave 
market,  where  the  profit  led  to  the  perpe- 
tration of  the  crimes,  tb^  similar  crimes 


described  in  the  report.  Therefore,  iostraid 
cf  this  serving  as  an  argument  against 
him,  it  was  quite  the  opposite  way  and  it 
showed  that  the  same  course  should  be 
taken  now  in  the  Indian  case  which  had 
been  pursued  in  the  English.  A  bill, 
had  been  brought  into  Parliament,  and 
passed  into  a  law  in  consequence  of  those 
murders,  to  facilitate  the  procuring  dead 
bodies  for  anatomical  purfioaes,  and  he 
would  venture  to  say,  that  since  that  time 
no  enormities  of  the  same  kind  had  hap« 
pened  in  any  part  of  the  kin^om.  He 
was  not  aware  that  the  report  in  question 
had  been  laid  before  Parliament  so  &r  back 
as  April :  he  was  out  of  the  country  at  the 
time»  and  did  not  hear  of  any  having  been 
made  until  a  week  or  ten  days  ago.  He 
had,  however,  read  every  part  of  it  with 
care.  He  would  only  add,  that  he  should 
feel  great  satisfaction  in  examining  the 
minute  of  his  noble  Friend,  Lord  Auck- 
land, to  which  the  noble  Lord  referred. 
Under  the  circumstances  he  should  not 
press  for  the  production  of  the  report  of 
Dr.  Madden. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Adjourned, 


HOUSE    OF   COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  October  5,  1841. 

MiNOTia.]  Petidaofl  PmenteiL  By  Mr.  Thamat  Dun* 
oombet  fkom  WUU«m  Ashurat  and  ottien,  tag  a  Tax  oa 
Propetty.— From  Meetingi  held  in  Uie  Wett  Ridii«  tit 
York,  Leeds,  and  Sheffield,  (br  the  abolitioD  of  the 
Silent  System  of  Priaon  DiidpUiie  i  ftom  London,  fbr 
Inquiry  into  the  Anatomy  Act  t  from  Leeds,  Pershorc. 
and  individuali,  for  Universal  Suflhye  Ac;  and  from  Mr. 
Tempter,  tot  the  equallaatlaa  of  (he  Stamp  Dutiai.-^ 
By  Dr.  Bowrlng.  from  Dublin,  and  an  IndWIdoal  for 
the  abolition  of  Slavery.— By  Mr.  Ferrand,  from  an 
individual,  against  the  Repeal  of  the  Corn-laws.  —By  Mr. 
Hawes,  from  Dunstable,  and  Northampton  i  by  Mr. 
Cobden,  from  Bodes,  and  other  plaoos,  and  by  Mr. 
W.  Ellis,  from  Leicester,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Cocd-Iavl 
—By  Mr.  W.  Patton,  from  Magistrates  of  Lancashire, 
relating  to  County  Rates.— By  Mr.  Hindley,  fkom 
Warrington,  for  vote  by  BaUoL  — By  Mr.  M.  J. 
C/Connell,  to  abolish  Declarations  on  Oath  against 
Popery.— By  Mr.  Lysll,  from  the  county  of  Charlotte, 
New  Bmnswick,  against  alteration  in  ttie  Timber  Duties, 
—By  Mr.  Gobden,  from  H.  Holland,  tat  inquiry  into  the 
influence  of  the  price  of  fbod,  on  disease  and  mortality. — 
By  Mr.  Crevwell.  from  Liverpool,  for  Inquiry  into  the 
most  eligible  sution  for  Wert  IndU  Mail  Packets.— By 
Mr.  Wakley,  from  William  Morriss,  for  Inquiry  into  hla 
Dynamic  Engines;  aud  ftxim  Mr.  Wd)b,  for  Inquiry  Into 
the  Prevention  of  Railway  Aeddcnts.— By  Mr.  P.  M.  Stew- 
art, from  Psisley ;  bj  Mr.  Yorke,  from  York  {  and  Mr* 
Cobden,  from  Woodley,  for  inquiry  tato  Public  DtotieM. 
—By  Mr.  Shell,  from  Thomas  Steele,  for  Abolition 
of  Coronation  Oath,  reteting  to  Roman  CathoHea. 

Thb  Case  of  Mr.  M'Leod.]     Sir  C 
Napier  wished  to  know  from  the  Secretary 
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of  the  Admiralty^  whether  orders  had  heen 
tent  out  to  receive  Mr.  M'Leod  on  board 
one  of  her  Majesty's  ships,  in  case  of  his 
acquittal.  He  understood,  that  considera- 
ble excitement  prevailed  in  America  upon 
this  subject^  and  he  thought^  that  steps 
ought  to  be  taken  to  protect  Mr.  M'Leod. 

Sir  R.  Peel  said,  he  was  sure^  that  the 
gallant  Admiral  must  feel,  that  it  would 
not  be  proper  for  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, at  this  moment,  to  be  called  on  to 
give  information  as  to  what  steps  would 
be  taken  in  case  of  a  certain  contingency 
in  which  Mr.  M*Leod  might  be  involved. 
On  consideration,  he  was  sure,  it  would 
occur  to  the  gallant  Admiral,  that  it  would 
not  be  right  to  press  for  an  answer. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Private  Bustkess.])  Reports  of  the 
80th  of  August  and  Ist  of  October,  read. 

Lord  Granville  Somerset  moved,  that 
the  Standing  Orders  be  read.  Orders 
read  seriatim.  The  noble  Lord  then  pro- 
posed the  adoption  of  several  alterations  in 
the  Standing  Orders  relative  to  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Private  Business. 

Agreed  to. 

Standing  Orders^  as  amended,  adopted. 

Petitions  to  Hbr  Majesty.]  Mr. 
Bro,herton  wished  to  know  from  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  what  was  about  to  be  done 
with  respect  to  the  petitions  to  her  Majesty 
(praying  Parliament  not  to  be  prorogued), 
and  which  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  ?  There  was  no  official 
letter  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  these 
petitions. 

Sir  72.  Peel  knew,  that  it  was  the  inten- 

tention  of  his  right  hon.   Friend  to  go 

down^  to.morrow,  to  Windsor,  for  the  pur- 

'  pose  of  presentiue  all  the  petitions,  that 

iiad  been  received,  to  her  Majesty. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE    OF    COMMONS. 
Wednesday  f  October  6,  1841. 

Mnrom.1  New  Memben.  W.  Thomptoo,  Eiq.,  for 
Wwtmordand ;  R.  Puliford,  Eiq.,  for  Hereford  (City)  i 
H.  llcyndl,  Eiq.,  for  Liabuni ;  J.  FfollioCt,  Eiq.,  for 
SUfo  (Cooocj). 

PcdUoM  preieoted.  By  Sir  Robert  Ing Us,  from  BtUy,  for 
the  renoiatian  of  the  ten  nipprened  Irish  Bishoprics,  and 
ihnn  Deiliy  for  inquiry  into  Intimidetion  in  Irelend.^ 
By  Dr.  Bowring,  ftom  WiUtam  Naisby,  for  inquiry  into 
death  from  distress  at  Bolton.— By  Mr.  AJdemum 
Tbonpicio,  from  the  county  of  York,  New  Bmntwidc, 
i^lnst  aiteralioB  of  the  Timber  Duties. 

EZPOBTATIOII    OF    MACHINERY.^       Mr. 


Walker  begged  to  know  whether  it  was 
intended  to  revive  the  committee  which 
sat  last  year  upon  the  subject  of  ma« 
chinery  ? 

Mr.  Gladstone  could  not  answer  the 
question.  There  were  many  important 
questions  connected  with  the  Board  of 
'iVade,  with  reference  to  which  it  was 
impossible^  in  so  short  a  time,  to  come 
to  any  positive  determination;  and  that 
relating  to  the  exportation  of  machinery 
was  one.  It  should,  however^  be  fully  con- 
sidered before  next  Session. 

Borough  of  Carnarvon]  Mr.  C 
Buller  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  petition  of  Lord  G.  Paget 
(presented  the  1st  of  October,)  complain- 
ing of  the  decision  against  the  sufficiency  of 
the  recognizance  in  respect  of  his  former 
petition,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not 
taken  before  a  magistrate  having  jurisdic- 
tion in  Westminster;  and  praying  to  be 
allowed  to  present  another  petition,  com- 
plaining of  the  election  and  return  for  the 
borough  of  Carnarvon.  If  the  question 
were  to  be  decided  upon  the  ground  of 
strict  law,  he  was  quite  aware  that  there 
was  at  once  a  decisive  answer  to  the  mo- 
tion which  he  was  about  to  make.  But 
it  was  not  on  that  ground  he  placed  it ; 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  regard  it 
as  a  question  of  equity,  and  give  relief 
to  the  petitioner,  who  had  been  disap- 
pointed by  the  decision  of  the  examiner 
upon  a  ^int  of  law  for  the  first  time 
raised,^  The  ground  of  the  failure  of  the 
recognizances  was,  that  the  magistrates 
before  whom  they  were  entered  into  was 
not  a  magistrate  acting  in  his  own 
county — ^was  not  a  magistrate  of  Middle- 
sex. The  petitioner  had  been  led  into 
the  error  by  no  omission  or  negligence 
of  his  own.  He  had  acted  upon  the  au- 
thority of  legal  advisers  of  eminence  in 
the  profession,  who  informed  him  that  the 
act  of  Parliament  directing  affidavits  and 
recognizances  to  be  sworn  and  taken  in 
these  matters,  authorized  such  affidavits 
to  be  sworn  before  one  of  her  Majesty's 
justices  of  the  peace,  and  that  any  and 
every  justice  had  power  to  act  ministe- 
rially in  the  taking  of  such  affidavits 
and  recognizances,  without  reference  to 
his  local  jurisdiction.  Relying  upon  that 
opinion,  the  petitioner  had  acted  as  be 
did,  believing  that  he  was  entering  into 
a  valid  recognizance.  Had  he  been  ap- 
prised of  the  error  in  time,  he  could  have 
rectified   it,  while  it  was   owing  to  the 
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dubious  wording  of  the  act  that  the  error 
had  beea  committed;  and  although,  ac- 
cording to  the  strict  interpretation  of  the 
law,  a  justice  of  the  peace  could  not  Le 
said  to  be  a  justice  ot  the  |)eace,  except 
in  his  own  county,  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  on  this  occasion,  and  under 
the  circumstances,  view  the  case  other- 
wise than  as  one  of  equity.  He  put  it 
to  the  House,  whether  the  case  of  the 
petitioner  was  not  one  of* those  in  which 
the  House  would  grant  indulgence,  so 
that  he  might  not  be  prejudicetl  by  n 
technical  error.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  concluded  by  moving — 

"  That,  Lord  George  Paget  he  allowed  to 

1>re8ent  another  petition,  complaining  of  the 
ast  election  and  return  for  the  borough  of 
Carnarvon,  pursuant  to  the  prayer  of  the  said 
petition.'' 

The  Aitorney^Gcneral  said,  that  the  ut- 
most strength  of  the  case  on  behalf  of  the 
petitioner  was  this — that  he  had  made  a 
mistake,  and  now  threw  himself  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  to  allow  him 
to  stand  in  the  same  position  ns  if  he 
had  not  committed  it.  It  seemed  to  him, 
however,  very  difficult  to  misunderstand 
the  meaning  of  the  clause  in  the  net  in 
question,  which  empowered  the  justice  of 
the  peace  to  take  the  recognizances,  the 
justice  of  the  peace  being  understood  to 
mean  the  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  juris- 
diction mentioned  in  the  act.  Out  uf  his 
own  jurisdiction  the  individual  could  not 
act  as  justice  of  the  peace,  nor  was  he  held 
as  such.  As  far,  therefore,  as  the  law  of 
the  case  was  concerned,  there  could  not,  he 
conceived,  be  a  doubt  that  the  decision 
against  the  petitioner  had  been  a  correct 
one.  But  an  appeal  was  made  to  the 
good  feeling  of  the  House  to  allow  the 
petitioner  to  retrace  his  steps.  He  could 
not  but  look  with  much  alarm  to  such  ap- 
plications, if  successful,  as  they  o|)ened  the 
door  to  continued  and  indefinite  appeals  on 
the  s^me  ground  from  the  decisions  of  the 
tribunal  appointed  by  the  act,  founded  on  a 
plea  to  which  no  limit  could  be  |>ut  ;  so 
that,  in  fact,  the  House  would  not  know 
where  to  draw  the  line  and  stop.  The 
Sessional  orders  also  stood  directly  in  the 
way  of  this  application,  the  fourteen  days 
having  elapsed.  Whether  on  that  ground 
alone  the  House  \fouId  feel  itself  compe- 
tent to  entertain  the  application,  was  a 
matter  to  be  decided  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  «/.  Jervis  observed,  that  his  hon. 
and  learned  Friend  had  only  entered  on 
the  law  of  the  case,  in  order  to  show  that 
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there  was  a  huajide  ground  for  this  appit* 
cat  100.  The  hon.  and  loarned  Attorney- 
general  feared  that  they  wouM  not  k'nour 
where  to  stop  if  they  entertained  such  ap- 
plications. The  boundary  appeared  to  hin 
a  very  simple  one.  They  would  stop  where- 
ever  they  perceived  that  there  were  not 
hand  Jlde  grounds  for  granting  the  indul- 
gence. He  contended,  that  the  law  waa 
by  no  means  so  clearly  ascertained  as  that 
the  petitioner  might  not  reasonably  have 
been  misled  in  the  6rst  instance ;  indeed, 
he  had  acted,  it  apjieared,  in  acoordanoa 
with  very  high  legal  advice.  It  was  a 
matter  open  to  doubt,  whetlier  recogni- 
zances so  entered  into  by  a  magistrate  out 
of  his  jurisdiction  mi^ht  not  be  tHodiag. 
There  was  the  authonty  of  Hawkins  for 
that.  Nor  had  the  petitioners  had  due  no- 
tice of  the  objection  to  his  recognisinoea. 
The  examiner  had  received  the  affidavit, 
and  endorsed  the  petition,  and  the  four- 
teen days  were  allowed  to  elapse  before  the 
sitting  Member  served  his  notice  of  objec- 
tion, fc^o  that  the  petition  was  thus  thrown 
over  by  a  merely  technical  objection,  and 
he  was  thus  deprived,  by  a  merely  tech- 
nical form,  of  his  np|)ortunity  of  contesting 
the  scat,  to  which  be  was  entitled  to  as- 
sume that  he  had  a  right.  There  were 
cases  on  record,  where  time,  under  such 
circumstances,  had  been  given.  In  the 
Poutefract  case,  which  occurred  in  1837, 
the  surety  had  been  improperly  described, 
and  time  was  given  to  prepare  a  fresh  |xrti- 
tion.  In  the  Dudley  case,  which  also  oc- 
curred in  1837,  the  same  cause  produced 
the  same  indulgence ;  and  in  the  JLimerick 
case,  a  similar  indulgence  was  granted,  be- 
cause the  affidavit  had  been  improperly 
sworn  to.  Here  were  distinct  cases  where 
the  rules  and  practice  of  the  House  had 
been  departed  from,  because  the  petitions 
were  hon2i  Jlde,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of 
annoyance  or  vexation  ;  yet  in  the  present 
case,  it  was  sought  strictly  to  adhere  to  the 
technical  rule,  and  thus  perhaps  to  preserve 
the  seat  to  the  sitting  Member,  when  it 
might  turn  out  that  he  was  not  entitled  to 
it.  This  was  one  of  the  first  questions 
arising  out  of  the  construction  of  the  new 
act,  and  he  thought  that  it  was  a  case  in 
which  the  House  could  not  do  wrong  by 
granting  indulgence. 

The  SolicUor^Gemerml  hoped  the  House 
would  not  coontenance  this  application,  as 
it  went  materiallv  to  interfere  with  the 
whole  object  whicn  his  right  hon.  Friead, 
the  Member  for  Tam  worth  had  had  in  view, 
in  introducing  his  meastu^  on  tiie  auMect 
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of  Uie  trial  of  election  petitions.  Que 
nain  object  of  that  measure  was,  to  pre- 
vent tbeoonetant  recurrence  of  diicussioDS 
in  that  Hoose  on  the  merits  of  questions 
connected  with  election  petitions,  and  it 
was  most  especially  desired  to  remove  tlie 
discussion  and  deoi^ion  on  such  subjects 
from  the  House  itself,  in  order  to  relieve  it 
from  the  imputation  of  being  guided  by 
party  motives.  The  cases  which  his  hoo. 
and  learned  Friend  had  adduced  in  sup« 
port  of  his  view,  were  precisely  the  class 
of  cases  which  showed  the  House  the  in- 
Goovenieooe  of  interbring  at  all.  One 
case  was  made  the  pretext  for  the  intro- 
duction of  another,  until  it  was  considered 
aeosssary  to  pass  a  measure  that  would 
prevent  such  cases  coming  before  the 
House  under  any  circumstances.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  said  none 
but  boHdj^cBBCM  ought  to  escape  from 
the  rule;  but  who  was  to  decide  whether 
they  were  Inrnd  Jide  cases  or  not  ?  Would 
not  that  be  re-openinff  the  whole  evil 
which  it  had  been  the  desire  of  his  right 
hon.  Friend  to  put  a  stop  to  ?  That  beiog 
the  view  which  he  took  of  the  case,  he 
would  not  enter  into  the  facts;  but  he 
nould  not  help  remarking,  that  it  was  ex- 
traordinary  it  should  hare  been  thought 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  any  legal 
ofiinion,  or  that  the  recognisances  should 
have  been  entered  into  at  Cardigan,  when 
there  were  so  many  justices  of  the  peace 
in  Westminster,  and  when  they  oould  have 
been  entered  into  before  the  examiner  him. 
aelf.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not  enter- 
tain the  application,  sliould  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  press  it 

Mr.  /•  JertU,  in  explanation,  observed, 
that  tlie  petitioner's  agent  had  taken  coun- 
ael's  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Sir  R  Peel  said,  it  seems  to  me  some- 
what zeoiarkable,  that  the  learned  counsel, 
whose  opinion  was  taken,  did  not  refer  to 
the  fbnn  of  the  reoogniaanoes.  If  he  had 
looked  to  the  form  of  the  reoc^izances, 
there  are  some  words  in  them,  which  ou^ht 
to  have  excited  some  suspicion  in  his  mmd 
that  no  other  justice  of  the  peace  could 
take  the  reHCognfiaances,  except  a  justice 
acting  within  his  own  iurisdlction.  The 
words  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  are,  ''  Any 
justice  of  the  peace  In  the  county  of 
(Uanky*  It  appears  to  roe,  that  the  Act 
•f  PariiaBieDt  oistinctly  directs,  that  the 
JQStict  of  peace  before  whom  the  reoogoi- 
xanoes  aie  enteied  into,  shouhi  be  a  justice 
of  the  peaee  acting  within  his  own  juris- 
dielaoD^  aad  not  merely  a  justioe  of  the 


peace  in  a  certain  locality.  I  have  not  the 
feast  hesitation  in  saving,  that  if  the  Houso 
admits  the  prayer  of  the  present  petition, 
they  will  go  far  to  do  away  with  any  bene* 
fit  which  might  be  expected  from  the  pass- 
inj^  of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  The  House, 
with  its  eyes  perfectly  open,  and  fully  sen« 
sible  of  the  evils  that  would  accrue  from 
allowing  party  feeliogs  to  operate  in  the 
decision  of  election  cases,  passed^  that  bill. 
That  Act  of  Parliament  appointed  two 
tribunals ;  one  for  the  trial  of  election  pe- 
titions, namely,  the  select  committee;  the 
other,  the  examiner  of  recognizances,  who 
was  to  decide  on  the  validity  of  election 
recognisances.  Observe  the  words  which 
the  act  makes  use  of,  in  declaring,  that  the 
decision  of  the  election  committee  shall  be 
final  and  conclusive : — 

"The  committee  shall  decide  and  report 
their  decision  to  the  House,  which  decision 
shall  be  final  and  conclusive  between  the  par- 
ties to  all  intents  and  purposes." 

And,  in  the  other  case  :— 

"  The  decision  of  the  examiner  of  recogni- 
zances  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  against  all 
parties." 

If,  tlien,  you  consent  to  interfere  with 
the  decision  of  the  examiner  of  recogni- 
sances, why  not  interfere  with  the  decision 
of  the  committee.  The  terms  applied  to 
the  one  are  not  stronger  than  those  applied 
to  the  other,  and  there  is  no  reason  if  the 
House  sets  aside  the  decision  ef  the  ex- 
aminer of  recognizances,  why  parties 
should  not  come  forward  and  say,  *'  the 
decision  of  the  committee  was  wrong,  and 
set  aside  tliat  alee."  If  the  House  inter- 
fere to  ascertain  whether  the  parties  acted 
with  boHa  fides,  there  will  be  no  end  to 
litigation  of  this  kind.  Is  it  not  better 
even  to  submit  to  some  cases  of  hardship, 
even  sup|)osing  them  to  arise,  than  to  in- 
terfere with  the  decision  of  the  courts 
where  that  decbion  was  intended  to  be 
final  and  conclusive.  I  hope  the  House 
will  not  interfere  to  inquire  whether  the 
party  acted  with  bona  fides  or  mala^des  ; 
for  even  if  the  decision  of  the  examiner 
were  wrong,  I  would  say,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  abide  by  it.  I  think  it  is  better 
that  you  should  allow,  that  that  decision 
should  be  final  tlian  to  go  again  into  the 
matter,  on  the  ground,  that  there  was  evi- 
dence, that  the  petitioner  had  given  a  large 
fee  for  advice  from  counsel,  and  that  he 
had  a  right  to  expect  good  advice.  Now, 
if  you  are  to  make  it  a  ground,  that  the 
petition  should  be  received,  because  the 
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petitioner  paid  a  large  fee,  and  expected 
good  advice^  I  must  at  once  admits  with 
all  respect  for  the  legal  profession^  that  I 
feai*  cases  of  appeal  will  be  very  nume- 
rous. 

Mr.  Harves  recommended  his  hon.  and 
learned  Friend  to  withdraw  the  motion. 
For  his  own  part,  he  was  prepared  to  abide 
by  the  words  of  the  act ;  for  he  thought 
it  a  dangerous  precedent  to  give  this  House 
the  power  of  deciding  whether  a  petition 
against  the  return  of  a  Member  was  bond 
Jide  or  not 

Mr.  C.  Buller  felt  obliged  to  follow  the 
unpalateable  advice  of  his  hon.  Friend,  the 
Member  for  Lambeth,  and  was  willing  to 
withdraw  the  motion.  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  what  had  occurred  would  cause 
petitioners  to  attend  more  carefully  to  the 
words  of  the  act. 

Mr.  T.  Duncombe  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  before  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 
He  believed,  that  in  the  most  corrupt  times, 
in  the  most  corrupt  state  of  the  representa- 
tion, there  never  was  more  bribery,  corrup- 
tion, or  intimidation  than  at  the  last  election. 
He  believed,  that  most  of  the  Members  of 
the  present  House  owed  their  seats  to  such 
means.  He  did  not  mean  to  blame  one 
side  of  the  House  more  than  another ;  for 
he  believed  the  hands  upon  that  side  were 
not  a  whit  cleaner  than  those  on  the  other 
side.  He  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  (Sir  R.  Peel)  whether  it  were  his 
intention  to  propose  a  remedy  in  the  course 
of  the  next  Session,  to  put  an  end  to  bri- 
bery and  intimidation  ? 

Sir  R>  Peel — I  have  no  personal  experi- 
ence of  the  extent  of  the  evils  of  which  the 
hon.  Member  complains,  as  I  happen  to 
represent  a  remarkably  pure  constituency, 
and  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  per- 
son in  the  town  which  1  represent  accessi- 
ble to  the  influence  of  bribery.  At  the 
same  time  I  am  afraid  that  the  general 
impression  is  well  founded,  that  of  late 
years  the  practice  of  bribery  at  elections 
has  rather  increased  than  diminished.  I 
am  sure  that  nobody  more  sincerely  la- 
ments the  prevalence  of  such  practices 
than  I  do.  I  also  regret  the  prevalence  of 
treating,  and  I  volunteered  last  year  to 
give  my  cordial  co-operation  to  the  noble 
Lord  when  he  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  bribery,  and 
putting  an  end,  as  far  as  was  practicable, 
to  the  practice  of  treating.  I  am  sure  the 
hon.  Member  opposite  is  himself  aware  of 
the  difficulty  of  dealing  with  a  matter  of 
this  kind,  and  of  the  extreme  danger  in 


any  stringent  enactment  of  interferiog 
with  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  so  fiur  «• 
that  the  remedy  might  not  be  wone  than 
the  evil  which  it  was  to  remove.  At  the 
same  time  I  have  no  hesitation  to  say  that 
I  will  give  my  cordial  assent  to  any  mea- 
sure that  shall  appear  to  me  calculated  to 
put  an  end  to  all  undue  treating.  I  think 
It  very  probable  that  the  noble  Lord  die 
Member  for  London,  may  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  this  subject  next 
Session.  It  is  a  subject  of  great  difficulty ; 
and  I  hope  that  the  hon.  Member  will  not 
at  present  require  from  me  any  pledge  that 
I  will  bring  in  a  bill  on  the  subject.  At 
the  same  time  I  will  give  the  subject  every 
cpnsideration,  and  I  cordially  concur  with 
the  hon.  Member  in  the  desire  that  tbeee 
practices  should  be  extinguished,  so  far  as 
laws  can  extinguish  them. 

Mr.  Etvart  wished  to  ask  the  right  hoo. 
Baronet,  whether  he  would  go  to  meet  the 
real  source  of  the  evil  by  adopting  a  differ- 
ent distribution  of  the  constituencies?  He 
could  assure  the  House,  that,  as  he  believed, 
as  long  as  they  had  small  constituencies 
they  never  could  eradicate  the  evil. 

Sir  R.  Peel— I  will  tell  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber at  once  that  my  confidence  in  the  par- 
ticular remedy  he  has  suggested  has  been 
much  abated  by  recent  experience.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Finsbury  has  said,  that 
at  the  last  election  bribery  and  corruption 
prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  than  was 
ever  before  known.  I  think  there  cannot 
be  a  question  that  the  Reform  Bill  made  a 
great  increase  in  the  constituencies.  One 
of  the  benefits  expected  from  the  Reform 
Bill  was  that  it  would  diminish  bribery ; 
but  yet  we  hear  it  avowed  that  since  the 
extension  of  the  constituencies,  bribery  and 
corruption  have  prevailed  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  before.  When  I  hear  this  I  am 
compelled  to  doubt  whether  a  further  in- 
crease of  the  constituencies  would  be  an 
effectual  remedy  for  bribery  and  corruption. 

Mr.  Emart — My  observations  were  only 
intended  to  apply  to  the  small  oonstita- 
eucies. 

Sir  R.  PeW— Some  of  the  worst  cases 
which  I  heard  of  took  place  in  the  lar^ 
towns.  In  some  places  the  extent  of  bri- 
bery and  corruption  was  enwmous.  It 
would  be  invidious  to  name  particular 
places,  but  I  believe  that  the  metropolitan 
towns  of  certain  counties  might  be  named. 
If  certain  election  petitions  which  have 
been  presented  should  be  persevered  in, 
and  wnich  I  hope  will  be  the  case,  it  will 
show  that  some  of  the  worst  cases  9V^^jfST 
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hare  oocarred  in  large  towns.  Nothing 
would  give  me  more  satis&ction  than  to 
see  the  cases  of  some  of  those  lurge  towns 
taken  np  by  the  House,  and  that  signal 
examples  should  be  made  of  those  places 
by  disfranchising  their  constituencies^  whe- 
ther they  were  small  or  large  towns,  in 
which  those  corrupt  practices  occurred. 

Dr.  BowrtTig  ^gged  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  if  he  did  not  think  that  the 
introduction  of  the  vote  by  ballot  would 
do  away  with  the  system  of  bribery  ? 

Sir  N,  Peel — I  will  not  at  present  enter 
into  that  question  ;  but  my  great  objection 
to  the  vote  by  ballot  is  that  it  tends  to 
increases  rather  than  diminish,  bribery  and 
corruption. 

Mr.  H.  JR.  Yorke  said,  that  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  had  been  pleased  to  say,  that 
bribery  was  as  extensiye,  and  more  so, 
since  the  Reform  Bill  than  before ;  but  he 
would  not  suggest  to  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet the  inference,  that  a  reform  of  the 
Reform  Bill  was  necessary,  and  that  a  new 
system  would  be  better  calculated  to  win 
the  respect  of  the  country  than  the  present, 
which  was  allowed  to  be  productive  of  so 
much  corruption. 

Sir  R.  Feel:  I  should  deprecate  the 
logical  interference  to  be  drawn  from 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  Gentleman, 
which  would  be  a  repeal  of  the  Reform 
Bill. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Lunatic  Asylums  (Scotland).]  Mr. 
Wakley  said,  Jie  did  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submitting  any  motion  to  the 
House;  but  if  he  was  out  of  order  in 
addressing  it,  without  making  a  motion, 
he  would  do  so.  Tlie  question  connected 
with  the  custody  of  insane  persons,  was 
one  of  peat  importance,  and  the  general 
impression  respecting  the  law  on  the  sub- 
ject was,  that  it  reouired  improvement, 
not  only  with  regard  to  the  manner  of 
sending  persons  to  the  asylum,  but  also 
with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  treated  when  there.  The  first  law 
on  this  subject  relating  to  Scotland  was 
passed  in  the  year  1815,  and  he  believed 
that  it  was  designed  in  a  beneficent  spirit. 
However,  cases  had  occurred,  which  proved 
that  it  was  inefiectual  in  securing  the 
object  lor  which  it  was  passed.  It  ap- 
peared that  by  that  statute,  the  custody 
of  insane  persons  was  intrusted  to  the 
sherift,  who  had  the  power,  not  only  to 
send  persons  to  a  lunatic  asylum,  but  to 
issue  orders  for  their  proper  care  after 


they  were  sent  to  those  establishments. 
He  would  not  detain  the  House  many 
minutes  in  stating  a  case,  which,  he  could 
assure  them,  was  well  worthy  of  their 
attention.  In  April,  1840,  a  gentleman 
seated  in  his  breakfast-room  was  visited 
by  the  keeper  of  an  asylum  near  Glasgow, 
who  entered  his  apartment  with  a  warrant 
from  the  sheriff,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
him  to  his  asylum.  The  gentleman  asked 
at  whose  instance  the  warrant  had  been 
issued,  but  he  received  no  reply.  He 
then  asked  the  name  of  the  mediod  gen- 
tleman who  had  testified  to  his  insanity. 
But  he  received  no  reply,  and  it  appeared 
that  the  sheriff,  without  seeing  the  party» 
had  issued  a  warrant  for  sending  him  to 
the  lunatic  asylum.  The  keeper  of  the 
asylum  accompanied  the  patient.  Within 
one  week  after  he  had  been  in  the  asylum, 
he  addressed  the  sheriff  on  the  subject, 
entreating  him  to  state  at  whose  instance 
he  was  confined,  and  beseeching  him  to 
pay  him  a  visit.  To  that  letter,  which 
was  transmitted  on  the  1st  of  May,  1840, 
he  received  no  answer.  On  the  27th  ot 
June,  one  of  the  visiting  physicians  who 
attended  the  asylum  admitted,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  governor,  that  he  saw  no 
symptom  of  insanity  in  the  mind  of  the 
patient.  On  the  4tn,  and  on  the  21st  of 
July,  the  same  physician  made  a  similar 
admission,  but  said  he  thought  the  patient 
should  undergo  a  longer  probation.  On 
the  30th  of  September,  one  of  the  sheriff*s 
substitutes,  and  two  additional  physicians 
attended  the  asylum,  and  the  patient,  in 
their  presence,  entreated  that  his  case 
might  be  examined,  declaring  that  he  was 
ready  to  submit  to  any  test,  and  that  he 
believed  that  he  was  confined  in  conse- 
quence of  some  misunderstanding  with  his 
family.  All  these  entreaties  were  made 
without  avail.  On  the  8th  of  October, 
the  brother  of  the  patient  attended.  The 
patient  asked  him  why  he  was  confined  } 
and  the  reply  of  his  brother  was,  that  he 
believed  it  was  owing  to  the  interference 
of  a  parcel  of  doctors.  On  the  16th  of 
October,  the  patient  again  requested  that 
there  might  be  an  investigation  of  his 
case,  and  the  application  was  again  refused. 
On  the  4th  of  September  he  intreated  the 
sovernor  of  the  institution  to  place  him 
m  a  private  room,  and  thus  to  remove  him 
from  constant  intercourse  with  the  insane 
people,  stating  that  it  was  his  sincere  be- 
lief, that  an  attempt  was  being  made  to 
drive  him  mad.  This  application  was  also 
refused,  although  the  patient  dedared  that 
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he  wu  prepared  to  pay  all  ihe  exneQaes. 
In  this  case  lie  purpooely  abstained  from 
meoiiooing  names,  because  it  was  too  late 
in  tlie  Session  for  the  parties  to  answer 
the  statement,  but  there  were  some  names 
whifch  he  would  mention.  On  the  26tb 
of  September,  the  visiting  physician  again 
attended,  and,  in  the  presenoe  of  a 
keeper,  John  Walker,  he  declared  that 
be  belieTed  thut  the  gentleman  of  whose 
case  be  was  sjieaking  was  perfectly  sane* 
The  testimonial  of  John  Walker  was  aB 
follows  :•«<-« 

**  June  24, 184 K— I  certiiy  that  I  have  seen 
Mr.  William  -*-^— ,  daily  for  more  than  ten 
months,  during  which  time  he  has  always  been 
of  sound  mind,  and  very  quiet.  I  also  heard 
Dr.  •— *.  declare,  that  he  was  quite  well  on  the 
26th  of  December  last,  and  1  told  that  to 

Dr, . 

**  JoHW  Walker,  Keeper." 

On  the  2nd  of  January,  the  keeper  of 
the  asylum  admitted  to  the  patient,  that 
he  believed  he  had  been  placed  in  con- 
finement in  consequence  of  some  quarrels 
with  bis  family.  He  requested  the  keeper 
of  the  asylum  to  interfere  with  his  rela- 
tives, ana  to  permit  him  to  be  admitted 
to  a  public  examination ;  but  all  his  ap- 
plications were  unavailing.  On  the  13th 
of  February^  the  visiting  physician  again 
admitted  that  he  was  well.  On  the  4tb 
of  June  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Douglas,  a 
surgeon,  was  called  in,  and  he  gave  the 
following  cwtificate,  that  the  gentleman 
was  not  insane  :— 


« House,  June  21, 1841. 

«  I  have  this  day  visited  Mr,  William—, 
and  see  nothing  insane  about  him  at  present. 
'^  James  Douglas,  Surgeon." 

On  the  21st  of  June,  the  same  surseon 
agdn  attended,  but  the  doctor,  in  whose 
custody  he  was  lodged,  refused  to  receive 
the  certificate  of  the  surgeon,  and  said  lie 
would  receive  no  testimonial  or  certificate, 
except  from  the  sheriff,  or  the  physician  of 
the  institution.  On  the  29th  of  June, 
after  he  had  been  in  prison  fourteen 
months,  the  sheriff  visited  the  asylum, 
when  he  examined  the  case,  ana  the 
gentleman  believed  he  had  given  the  sheriff 
every  satisfiM^tion.  He  entreated  him  to 
grant  a  public  investigation  of  the  case, 
and  he  referred  him  to  the  affidavits  of 
John  Walker,  and  of  the  visiting  physi- 
cian. The  sheriff  said  that  he  would  take 
the  caee  into  his  consideration,  but  a  week 
having  elapsed,  during  which  he  had  heard 
nothing  from  the  sheriff  on  the  subject, 
he,  bebg  in  the  garden,  forced  back  the 


lock  of  the  door,  and  made  his  esoi^^ 
after  having  been  in  confinement  for  four- 
teen months.  He  did  not  consider  himself 
safe  in  Scotland ;  he  therefore  at  once  fled 
across  the  border,  and  reached  Carlisle. 
He  had  been  only  a  few  days  in  that  city, 
when  the  keeper  of  the  asylum*  acoom- 
panied  by  a  person  of  gigantic  strength, 
entered  the  apartment  he  occupied  in  Uie 
hotel,  and  attempted  to  teine  him  as  a 
madman,  and  carry  him  back  to  Scotland. 
He  escaped  from  the  room,  and  meeting 
tlie  chambemmid  on  the  stairs,  de^red  her 
to  go  and  fetch  a  sharp  attorney  for  him. 
No  application  was  made  to  any  l^;al  ad* 
viser,  but  he  told  the  people  of  the  hotel 
his  case,  and  entreated  them  to  reseut 
him.  They  did  interfere,  and  be  was  taken 
before  the  Majror  of  Carlisle ;  and  after  no 
examination  lu  open  court,  before  the 
mayor  and  two  magistrates,  he  was  bj 
them  released  from  the  custody  of  the 
keeper.  Indeed,  it  did  not  appear  upon 
what  authority  the  keeper  had  arrerted 
him  in  Carlisle.  The  magistrates  gava 
him  a  certificate,  stating  that  they  had 
examined  him,  and  that  he  had  shown 
no  symptoms  of  insanity,  and  thereiwe 
they  hail  released  him  from  the  custody 
of  the  keeper.  That  certificate  was  as 
follows:-  • 

"  On  Wednesday,  the  21st  day  of  July, 
1841,  Mr.  William  — —  was  brought  before 
us,  having  been  pursued  from  Scotland  by 
Dr.  — ,  from  a  private  asylum  near  Glasgow, 
who  wished  us  to  detain  bim,  he  having  escaped 
from  that  asylum ;  but  on  examining  Ihe  said 
William  — ^  be  showed  no  symptoms  of  in- 
sanity, and  consequenily  we  refused  to  inter- 
fere. (Signed) 

*^  John  Dixov,  Mayor  of  Carlisle. 

John  Fawcett,  J.  P. 

George  Flint,  J.  P." 

The  Gentleman  who  had  suffered  in  this 
way  was  at  present  in  London,  and  had 
been  introduced  to  him  by  a  Member  of 
that  House.  He  did  not  dare  to  return 
to  Scotland,  lest  he  should  be  again  seised 
and  sent  to  the  asylum.  He  wished  to 
ask  the  Lord-advocate  if  be  could  hold 
out  any  hope,  that,  if  that  gentleman 
should  return  to  his  family  and  his  pro- 
perty, he  would  not  be  again  sahjeeied 
to  the  treatment  which  be  had  already 
suffered.  He  knew  that  by  law  the 
sheriff  had  ample  power;  but  whether  it 
wad  that  he  had  not  tinM  to  atteod  to  has 
duties,  or  for  some  other  reason,  this  gen- 
tleman did  not  dare  to  letorn  to  his  native 
country,  for  fear  of  being  again  anhjeetad 
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to  similar  perMcuUont.  Tbe  vi^ry  character 
of  the  House  was  concerned  in  the  matter, 
ThesherifT,  according  to  the  56th  of  George 
the  3rd,  was  bound  to  liberate  the  parly  \f 
improperly  confined.  Until  the  party  in 
the  present  instance  was  confined  eleven 
■looths  it  did  not  appear  that  the  sheriff 
paid  him  a  visit.  The  person  in  this  case 
did  not  know  the  name  of  the  indivldaal 
at  whose  instance,  nor  of  the  medical 
gentleman  on  whose  certificate,  he  was 
confined.  The  hon.  Member  concluded 
by  moving  for  a  return  of  the  persons  con- 
fined in  the  lunatic  asylums  in  Scotland 
in  the  years  1840  and  1841. 

Sir  IV.  Roe  said,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  distressing  than  that  a  person  of 
sound  mind  should  be  imprisoned  in  a 
lunatic  asylum.  He  gave  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man due  credit  for  the  caution  he  had 
observed  in  not  mentioning  the  names  of 
the  individuals.  He  would  have  wished 
that  he  had  observed  the  same  caution 
with  respect  to  the  place  from  wliich  the 
complaint  came,  for  he  had  mentioned 
that  the  individual  was  confined  in  a  pri- 
vate asylum  near  Glasgow.  He  thought 
the  wiser  course  would  have  been  for  the 
boo.  Member  to  have  mentioned  the 
case  to  him  some  days  before,  and  he 
would  have  inquired  into  the  matter,  and 
be  enabled  to  afllbrd  some  explanation, 
but  until  the  hon.  Member  rose  to  state 
the  case,  he  knew  nothing  of  it  whatever. 
All  he  could  promise  the  hon.  Member 
was,  that  be  would  make  the  most  minute 
and  anxious  inquiry  into  the  facts  of  the 
case.  The  subject  was  one  to  which  he 
had  paid  much  attention,  and  in  which  he 
felt  the  deepest  possible  interest.  Under 
the  present  state  of  the  law.  if  any  person 
received  into  a  lunatic  asylum  an  mdivi- 
dual  without  a  warrant  from  the  sheriff  of 
the  county,  be  was  liable  to  a  pecuniary 
penalty.  The  course  of  proceeding  in 
Bttch  cases  was  to  make  an  application  to 
the  sheriff  to  lodge  the  party  in  the  asylum. 
The  sheriff  could  ont^  grant  the  requisite 
authority  on  a  medical  certificate  of  a 
particular  description.  The  members  of 
the  University  of  Ediabnrgii,  and  of  the 
laculiy  of  Glasgow,  bad  four  members  of 
their  iiamber  appointed  inspectors  of  mad- 
houses in  Scotland,  and  the  medical  cer- 
tificate should  be  written  by  one  of  those  in- 
specters,  and  by  one  of  them  alone.  From 
his  own  experience  as  frequent  official  vi- 
sitor to  lunatic  asylamii  he  knew  that' 
many  persona  who  were  ioaao«  would 


maintain  that  they  were  in  their  perfect 
senses,  and  their  insanity  only  displayed 
itself  when  they  were  addressed  on  some 
particular  point.  He  knew  that  there  was 
a  description  of  insane  persons  ivho  obsti- 
nately protested  their  sanity,  and  who  ge- 
nerally succeeded  in  proving ituntil  touched 
upon  the  particular  cause  of  mania,  when 
their  disordered  state  of  mind  soon  became 
apparent.  He  feared  that  the  case  which 
had  been  brought  under  the  notice  of  the 
House  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Finsbnryi 
was  one  of  thnt  description.  However,  every 
pnins  should  be  taken  to  ascertain  the 
truth. 

Mr.  Wakley  trusted  the  unfortunate 
gentleman,  whose  case  he  had  laid  before 
the  house  would  obtain  the  protection  he 
solicited,  and  he  hoped  the  whole  subject 
of  the  treatment  of  the  insane  would 
undergo  investigation  next  Session,  as  the 
state  of  many  private  madhouses  in  this 
country  was  a  disgrace  to  the  age.  He 
would  suggest,  that  before  a  party  could 
be  confined  in  any  madhouse,  whether 
public  or  private,  he  should  be  taken  be- 
fore a  public  tribunal  and  examined. 

Motion  withdrawn. 

Tamwortii  Memorial.]  Mr.  Ward 
wished  to  put  a  question  to  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  De- 
partment, relating  to  a  circumstance  which 
had  excited  great  surprise  in  Tarn  worth* 
A  memorial  had  been  sent  up  from  that 
borough  to  be  presented  to  her  Majesty 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Wolverhampton. 
A  report  was  current  that  a  copy  of  the 
memorial,  with  signatures  appended,  had 
been  sent  from  the  Home  Office  to  the 
mayor  of  Tamworth,  and  subjected  to  a 
scrutiny  of  the  signatures.  The  person 
who  had  stated  this  to  him  was  a  man  of 
the  greatest  respectability,  who  was  inca- 
pable of  circulating  any  assertion  destitute 
of  foundation.  A  hand -bill  had  also  been 
published  in  the  place,  stating  that  the 
names  to  the  petition  were  M  genuine, 
and  that  every  person  had  given  his  ad- 
dress, which  showed  that  the  impression 
of  the  truth  of  the  report  was  genuine. 
He  had  never  beard  that  the  course  of 
making  an  inquiry  into  the  signatures  of 
a  petition  had  been  hitherto  adopted,  and 
he  hoped  to  receive  from  the  right  bon. 
Baronet  a  denial  of  the  fact,  or  an  ex- 
planation  of  the  circumstances. 

Sir  J.  Graham  was  not  aware,  until 
abont  fivft  minutes  ago,  that^liMiJioo. 
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Gentleman  intended  to  put  this  question. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  was  quite  right  in 
what  he  had  stated  in  the  beginning  of 
bis  remarks,  and  he  (Sir  J.  Graham)  had 
bad  the  honour  that  day  to  present  the 
Tam worth  petition  to  her  Majesty,  exactly 
as  he  had  received  it.  Her  Majesty  was 
informed  of  the  number  of  signatures  ap- 
pended to  it,  and  of  the  prayer  of  the 
petition.  The  hon.  GentKman  had  also 
been  rightly  informed  that,  before  he  laid 
the  petition  before  her  Majesty,  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  verify  the  signatures 
annexed  to  that  petition.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  that  before  making  his  state- 
ment to  the  House  he  had  received  infor- 
mation which  he  believed  to  come  from  a 
credible  quarter.  He  acted  with  the  same 
precaution,  and  before  transmitting  the 
petition  to  Tam  worth,  to  ascertain  the 
authenticity  of  the  signatures,  he  was  in- 
formed on  authority  entitled  to  credit  that 
the  petition  had  been  most  improperly  got 
up,  that  false  signatures  had  been  put  to 
it,  and  that  many  of  the  petitioners  were 
not  free  agents  when  they  signed  lU  He 
had  felt  that  no  petition  ought  to  be  pre- 
sented to  her  Majesty  respecting  which 
these  statements  could  be  made  with 
truth,  and  he  had  therefore  resolved,  as 
the  most  direct  and  open  conduct  he 
could  pursue,  to  send  the  petition,  with- 
out the  slightest  concealment  to  the  mayor 
of  Tamworth,  stating  the  report  made  to 
him,  and  asking  him  to  verify  the  facts. 
He  now  held  in  his  hand  the  report  of  the 
mayor  of  Tamworth,  which,  to  a  very 
considerable  extent,  bore  out  the  original 
statement,  but,  on  considering  it,  he  did 
not  think  it  so  impugned  the  character  of 
the  petition  as  to  justify  him  in  withholding 
it  from  her  Majesty.  But  since  the  hon. 
Gentleman  had  asked  the  question,  and 
stated  it  to  be  his  impression  that  all  the 
signatures  were  genuine,  he  would  just 
read  the  document,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  leeo  in  what  manner  the  signatures 
were  obtained.  The  following  was  the 
mayor's  report  :— 

'*  Tamworth,  Sep.  30, 1841. 

'^  Sir-^Having  had  the  honour  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  25th  inst.,  together  with  the 
address  which  I  now  return,  I  proceeded  with 
the  assistance  of  some  of  my  friends  to  col- 
lect the  following  information  : — 

"The  assistance  to  which  I  have  alluded 
has  been  r^dered  by  such  persons  as  I  con- 
sidered, from  their  extensive  and  familiar 
knowledge  of  the  inbabiuints,  would  the  most 


readily  be  able  to  recognise  the  signatures  to 
the  address,  if  honAfide, 

^*  In  the  first  place  we  found  a  very  great 
number  of  the  names  to  be  tliose  of  persons 
totally  unknown  to  us,  which  could  not  have 
been  the  case  had  they  been  really  inhabitants 
of  this  borough.  Whether,  therefore,  as  to 
this  portion,  the  names  be  of  persons  who 
exist  or  not  elsewhere,  neither  I  nor  any 
friends  can  undertake  to  assert. 

**  There  is  also  throughout  the  list  of  names 
a  very  frequent  repetition  of  signatures ;  as, 
for  instance,  the  name  of  George  Starkey  oc- 
curs three  times,  when  in  fact,  they  are  only 
two  of  that  name.  Tlie  name  of  Thom^iB 
Starkey  occurs  three  times,  although  there  is 
only  one  of  that  name.  The  name  of  Joha 
Starkey  occurs  three  times,  there  being  only 
one  of  the  name ;  there  are  the  names  of  two 
William  Starkeys,  neither  of  whom  consented 
to  have  bis  name  put  down ;  also  two  Sarah 
Starkeys  and  two  Elizabeth  Starkeys,  although 
in  fact  there  is  only  one  of  each,  and  Chas. 
Starkey's  name  appears,  though  there  is  no 
such  person.  The  name  of  William  Deville 
occurs  three  times,  though  there  is  but 
one  of  that  name.  The  name  of  John 
Clarson  occurs  three  times,  though,  ia 
fact,  there  are  only  two  of  that  name,  ex- 
cepting an  infant  two  years  old;  arkl  none 
who  consented  to  sign.  The  names  of  Charles 
Clarson  occurs  twice,  there  being  only  one 
who  consented  to  sign  the  petition.  The  name 
of  Ann  Clarson  also  occurs,  though  there  is 
no  such  person ;  and  the  name  of  Catherine 
Clarson  occurs  twice,  though  none  of  that  name 
can  be  found.  The  name  of  Buxton  occurs 
twenty  times ;  though  there  are  only  seven  of 
that  name.  We  have  not  thought  it  requisite 
further  to  multiply  instances  of  this  kind,  and, 
therefore,  our  inquiry  has  been  limited  to  only 
a  few  names  \  but  we  have  no  doubt,  were  we 
to  extend  our  inquinr,  that  the  same  sort  of 
repetition  would  be  round  to  occur  through- 
out. 

<'  It  also  appears  that  very  many  inhabitants, 
whose  names  are  attached  to  the  petition,  nei- 
ther signed  it  themselves,  nor  couseuted  to 
have  their  names  put  down  by  others.  The 
following  are  a  few  of  the  instances  :— 

**  The  names  of  John  and  Ann  Westbuiy 
are  attached  entirely  without  their  knowledge 
or  consent,  and  these  names  also  occur  twice 
over.  The  names  of  William  Farebrother  and 
his  wife,  of  Joseph^  Thomas,  and  Henry  Wood- 
cock, of  Mary  and  William  Coleman,  and  of 
John  Coleman,  are  each  attached  vrithout  con- 
sent, and  the  latter  twice  over,  unless  it  be  of 
an  infant  of  that  name,  only  two  years  of  age. 
The  names  of  Samuel,  of  Sarah,  and  of  Ellen 
Bailey,  are  of  the  same  class ;  as  are  also  those 
of  William  Wilcox,  of  his  wife,  and  an  appren- 
tice, and  many  other  instances  of  the  same  kind 
could  be  added,  if  requisite. 

"The  names  of  vagrants  in  lodging-houses 
have  been  numerously  attached,  and  the  names 
of  Joseph  Fenton^  of  William  Taylor,  and  of 
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William  Seale»  are  also  to  the  petitioOyaUhoagb 
these  three  persons  were  at  the  time,  and  still 
are,  confined  in  Stafford  gaol  on  charges  of 
felony. 

''  It  is  evident  that  but  few  of  the  signatures 
are  the  hand-writing  of  the  persons  whom  they 
are  intended  to  represent,  and  we  find  that  peo- 
ple have  gone  from  house  to  house  obtaining 
namesof  whole  families,  without  regard  to  age, 
and  having  entered  these  names  in  a  book,  have 
added  them  afterwards  to  the  petition,  though, 
at  the  time,  the  names  were  taken,  no  petition 
was  produced,  and  the  names  thus  taken  would 
be  given  by  one  member  only  of  a  family,  and 
that  not  unfrequently  a  child." 

This  was  the  mode  in  which  many  of  the 
signatures  had  been  obtained,  but  as  he  had 
aaid  before,  he  had  not  thought  it  formed 
sufficient  grounds  for  withholding  the  peti- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ward  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
bon.  Baronet  had  not  resorted  to  a  public 
inquiiy.  The  report  could  at  best  be  con- 
sidered merely  as  a  one-sided  report. 

Sir  James  Graham  :  It  is  the  report  of 
the  mayor  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Ward:  The  mayor  of  a  town  is  not 
always  an  impartial  authority. 

Mr.  Waktey :  I  hope  that  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  at  the  head  of  the  Government 
wiU  now  admit  some  doubt  as  to  the  sur- 
pasnng  purity  of  Tamworth. 

Sir  R.  Peel:  Quite  the  reverse.  If 
strangers  come  to  Tarn  worth  and  endeavour 
to  contaminate  the  electors,  that  is  no  rea- 
son why  I  should  doubt  the  purity  of  the 
latter.  Surely  the  hon.  Memher  would  not 
class  the  prisoners  in  Staffi)rd  gaol  amongst 
the  electors  of  Tamworth. 

Mr*  W.  Williams  wished  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  the  Secretary  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, how  many  signatures  were  attached 
to  the  Tamworth  memorial  ? 

Sir  /.  Graham :  I  do  not  recollect  the 
exaet  number — somewhere  about  two  thou- 
sand ;  but  the  hon.  Member  will,  of  course, 
make  some  abatement  after  the  statement 
I  have  read. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Prorogation  of  Pahwament.]  Mr. 
Thomley  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Ba- 
ronet, whether,  in  consequence  of  the 
addresses  which  had  Inen  presented  to  her 
Majesty,  Government  had  altered  their  iu- 
tentions  respecting  the  prorogation. 

Sir  R,  Peel :  In  answer  to  the  question 
of  the  hon.  Member,  I  bee  to  state  that 
Government  have  not  thou^t  it  expedient 
to  alter  the  advi^  the^  had  previously  given 


to  her  Majesty  respecting  the  prorogation 
of  Parliament. 

Sir  R,  Peel  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Finance.]  Mr.  F.  T.  Barings  as  he 
might  not  have  another  opportunity,  wished 
now  to  advert  to  a  statement,  which  he  per- 
ceived through  those  channels  of  informa- 
tion to  which  all  had  access,  had  been  made 
in  another  place,  bearing  upon  his  own 
conduct  while  he  had  the  honour  to  hold 
that  office  now  filled  by  the  right  hon. 
Member  for  the  University  of  Cambridge. 
The  statement  to  which  he  alluded  had  been 
made  on  an  authority  entitled  to  respect, 
not  only  from  himself,  but  from  every  one, 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  view 
taken  of  the  subject  by  the  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman. It  was  said,  that  besides  the  defi- 
ciency of  2,500,000/.  for  the  present  year^ 
which  he  had  stated  to  the  House  while  the 
budget  was  under  discussion,  there  was  a 
large  additional  deficiency,  of  which  he  had 
neglected  to  tbke  any  notice.  He  was  not 
in  the  habit  of  making  statements,  either 
privately  or  publicly,  by  which  he  was  not 
willing  to  abide.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  had  likewise  brought  forward 
a  budffet,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  followed  the  statements  which  he  had 
found  it  his  duty  to  make,  and  had  adopted 
his  figures  without  making  the  slightest 
allusion  to  any  deficiency  beyond  what  he 
had  stated.  He  did  not  like  to  use  harsh 
language,  but  he  must  say,  if  he  had  de- 
ceived the  public  by  making  false  statements 
of  the  sums  required  for  the  public  service* 
he  was  utterly  unworthy  of  the  confidence 
which  the  House  had  placed  in  him,  and  of 
the  situation  which  the  goodness  of  her 
Majesty  had  confided  to  him.  He  should  be 
^ad,  therefore,  to  learn  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  cpposite  whether  this  large 
deficiency  existed,  as  they  were  given  to 
understand  ?  He  wished  also  to  know  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  found  that 
the  sums,  the  figures  of  which  the  rieht 
hon.  Gentleman  had  adopted  from  his 
budget,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  minor 
items,  left  out  of  calculation  on  account  of 
communications  to  be  made  by  the  Gover- 
nor-general of  Canada,  were  not  fixed  at 
the  fair  and  proper  amount  necessary  for 
the  service  of  the  year  ?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  bound  to  have  stated  to  the 
country  the  fact,  if  it  were  not  so.  He  had 
fully  entered  his  protest  against  the  course 
which  had  been  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment :  but  had  there  been  any  such  large 
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deficiency  concealed  by  the  former  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  the  right  Hon. 
Gentleman  must  have  well  known  of  these 
inaccuracies,  whatever  they  were,  yet  had 
not  once  alluded  to  any  such  circumstances. 
NoW|  he  used  no  harsh  language— he  well 
knew  how  improper  it  was ;  he  perfectly 
well  knew  also  how  utterly  insignificant  he 
was  in  comparison  with  the  illustrious  indi- 
vidual to  whom  he  was  referring  ;  his  only 
anxiety  was  to  defend  himself,  and  without 
using  a  single  expression  inconsistent  with 
the  high  respect  he  had  for  the  distinguished 
authority  on  which  the  statement  he  alluded 
to  had  been  made.  He  did  think  he  had  a 
right  to  call  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
for  an  explanation.  He  would  further  state 
fht0,  that  as  to  the  estimates  for  the  succeed- 
ing years  (though  it  was  well  known  how 
difficult  such  estimates  must  necessarily 
he),  which  he  had  stated  at  50,000,000/., 
with  the  exception  of  one  item,  as  to  China, 
which  it  was  dear  had  only  been  in  the 
nature  of  a  vote  on  account,  seeing  how 
very  probable  it  was  that  circumstances 
might  arise  creating  a  necessity  for  a  larger 
expense  than  was  estimated — taking  into 
consideration  treaties  effected  by  his  noble 
Friend,  which  it  was  fair,  in  his  opinion, 
to  presume  would  afford  opportunities  for 
further  reduction  of  expenses— he  did  think, 
upon  the  whole,  that,  so  far  as  the  calcula- 
tion could  have  been  made  at  the  period  of 
his  quitting  office,  he  had  not  been  far 
out  In  estimating  the  permanent  ex- 
penditure at  50,000,000/.  He  thought 
the  House  would  agree  with  him,  at  all 
events,  that  he  could  have  hardly  done  less 
than  bring  the  statement  he  had  mentioned 
before  them  in  the  manner  he  had  done. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
it  was  one  of  the  inconveniences  of  ad- 
verting to  statements  made  elsewhere  that 
the  Honse  could  never  be  very  accurately 
informed  of  ibe  precise  words  alluded  to, 
and  it  was  a  still  greater  inconvenience 
that,  as  In  the  present  case,  the  person  of 
whom  the  explanation  was  asked  had 
often  no  opportunity  of  conferring  with 
tli^  individual  whose  language  was  referred 
to.  For,  as  he  had  toTd  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  he  had  not  even  seen  the 
printed  statement  to  which  he  had  ad- 
verted, until  it  had  been  shown  to  him  by 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  evening ; 
and,  having  since  been  waiting  in  the  ex- 
pectation 0?  the  matter  being  "mentioned, 
he  had  not  been  able  to  see  the  distin- 
guished individual  referred  to.  But  on 
reading  the  statement  he  confessed  that 


he  had  pnt  upon  it  a  different  interpreta- 
tion from  that  which  had  been  imagined 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  had 
not  understood  the  statement  to  be  of  a 
deficiency  over  and  above  the  estimate  for 
this  year,  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
bad  stated  at  2.500,000/. ;  and  if  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  would  look  more 
closely  at  it,  he  would  see  that  even  in  the 
reported  statement  the  individual  making 
it  had  brought  it  forward  as  a  reason  fur 
not,  at  the  present  period,  being  impelled 
to  a  full  development  of  financial  schemes, 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  wants  of 
the  country  were  hereafter  to  be  met; 
because  (stating  reasons  against  such  pre- 
cipitation^ that  individual  had  seen,  in 
addition  to  the  existing  deficiency  of 
2,500,000/.,  difficulties  enough  to  grapple 
with.  There  were  other  great  expenses 
connected  with  the  colon  let  (that  he  had 
peculiarly  noticed),  which  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary shortly  to  provide  for.  Now,  if 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  been  in  the 
Honse  when  the  right  hon.  Baronet  at  the 
head  of  the  Government  made  a  reply  to 
the  noble  Lord  opposite  on  a  recent  oc- 
casion, he  would  have  heard  stated  those 
very  facts,  connected  with  additional  ex- 
penditure to  be  apprehended,  to  which  it 
must  be  evident  that  the  expression  in  the 
reported  staten^ent  referred.  The  rig^it 
hon.  Gentleman  would  have  heard  that 
there  was  a  prospect  of  greater  expendi- 
ture in  severar colonies  and  in  China,  for 
which  provision  would  have  to  be  made ; 
and  the  argument  founded  upon  those 
statements  was  natural  enougn,  that  to 
provide  for  such  apprehended  additions  to 
our  expenditure  full  time  for  consideration 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  Government. 
This  was  as  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr. 
Goulburn).  the  real  sense  of  the  statement, 
not  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had 
concealed  any  deficiency  of  which  he  was 
aware  at  the  timie  he  made  his  estimate, 
but  that  before  anything  like  a  permanent 
arrangement  could  be  made  upon  financial 
matters,  not  only  the  existing  deficiency 
must  be  supplied,  but  those  expenses  pro* 
vided  for  which  must  be  anticipated  from 
various  quarters  of  the  globe.  This  was 
all  the  explanation  he  could  give — the 
bonajide  sense  which  he  attached  to  the 
statement  referred  to-— and  a  sense  in 
which  he  did  not  think  even  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  would  be  able  to  dispute 
it. 

Mr.  Baring  said^l^p^y^^  ^i^e j^i^fied 


1149 


Finatue* 


{Oct.  6} 


Finance. 


1160 


with  the  ezplaoatlon,  which,  at  he  under* 
stood  it  was,  ihat  the  statement  referred 
only  to  expenses  anticipated — not  incurred 
— bat  which  were  necessary  to  be  taken 
into  the  calculations  incident  to  a  general 
financial  arrangement.  Now,  although, 
as  was  well  known,  he  differed  from  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  as  to  the 
conclusion  to  be  deduced,  he  should  not- 
have  deemed  it  necessary,  had  he  under- 
stood the  statement  in  that  sense,  to  have 
come  up  to  the  House  (at  considerablein - 
convenience)  for  the  purpose  of  asking  ex- 
planation. 

Sir  /2.  Peel  said,  unfortunately  there 
had  been  a  discussion  upon  that  very  sub- 
ject in  that  House  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  not  present ;  and  although 
he  bad  not  had  the  opportunity  of  ex- 
amining the  precise  terms  of  the  reported 
statement,  be  thought  it  would  not  be 
doubted  that  his  noble  Friend  (it  was  idle 
to  affect  ignorance  of  who  was  intended) 
had  the  same  impression  in  making  that 
statement  as  he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  had  given 
expression  to  in  the  discussion  of  which  he 
was  speaking*  In  the  obseivatioos  which 
he  had  then  made  in  the  presence  of  the 
noble  Lord  lately  at  the  bead  of  the 
Colonial  Department,  be  had  not  at  all 
impeached  the  accuracy  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  estimates  for  the  present 
year;  on  the  contrary,  his  right  hon. 
Friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  adopted  (hose  estimates,  and  had 
said,  that  though  there  bad  beep  circum- 
stances which  might  have  accounted  for 
any  errors,  yet  upon  the  whole,  he  believed 
the  calculations  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man opposite  as  to  the  probable  deficit, 
might  be  assumed  to  be  correct.  When 
he  (Sir  R.  Peel)  had  spoken  on  the  former 
occasion  he  had  reason  to  apprehend  con- 
siderable expenses  not  falling  within  the 
estimate  of  what  was  to  b€  provided  for  in 
the  present  year — not  at  all  impugning 
the  accuracy  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
calculations,  yet  considerable  expenses 
which  must  be  calculated  in  attempting 
an  estimate  for  future  years.  He  had 
particularly  referred  to  the  state  of  New 
South  Wales,  quoting  a  despatch  (to 
which- certainly,  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man had  not  referred,  nor  had  opportunity 
of  referring)  showing  that  engagements 
had  been  entered  into  by  the  governor  en- 
tailing an  expense  of  900,000/.,  which 
mu.st  be  borne  cither  by  the  colonial  or 
imperial  Government^  (and  of  which  no 


estimate  had  hitherto  been  made)  the  pro- 
bable extent  of  the  liabilities  to  be  foreseen 
by  ihis  country  being  accounted  at  not  less 
than  500,000/.  on  this  head.  To  New 
Zealand  he  had  also  referred  and  theliabili* 
ties  incurred  there  for  bills  actually  drawn. 
Then  he  had  mentioned  (though  some  ridi- 
cule had  been  cast  upon  it)  the  expense  of 
the  establishment  which  it  appeared  had 
been  contemplated  on  the  small  island  in 
Canton  river ;  sucb  were  some  of  the  ex- 
penses (amounting,  as  they  could  not  but 
do,  to  considerable  sums)  to  which  he  was 
persuaded  his  noble  Friend  in  the  upper 
House  bad  referred,  rather  than  to  any  in- 
accuracy on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman.  Now,  in  this  sense,  he  must 
say,  that  he  believed  no  doubt  could  be 
entertained  of  the  truih  of  this  statement, 
and  that  it  must  not  be  assumed  that  the 
expenditure  of  the  present  year  was  ne- 
cessarily the  measure  of  that  of  future 
years;  and  that  the  expenses  connected 
with  the  colonies — as  they  must  be  pro- 
vided for  somehow  (though  he  trusted 
they  would  be  borne  by  the  colonies)— 
should  not  be  left  out  of  view  in  calcu- 
lating our  future  engagements. 

ViKCOunt  Palmerston  said,  when  the 
statement  alluded  to  had  been  pointed 
out  to  him,  his  impression  had  been  cer- 
tainly the  same  with  that  expressed  by  his 
right  hon.  Friend  ;  however,  an  explana- 
tion had  been  made,  which,  coupled  with 
the  correct  representation  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  of  the  discussion  the 
other  night,  was  satisfactory.  As  this  was 
the  last  opportunity  he  might  have  he 
would  avail  hiraseli  of  it,  not  to  renew 
former  discussions-^the  Government  had 
taken  their  time  as  to  the  prorogation  and 
the  postponing  of  all  {announcements  of 
intention  as  to  important  measures;  he 
would  not  attempt  to  revive  those  discus- 
sions, but  he  did  hope  the  Government 
would  feel  that  the  questions  he  alluded 
to  were  of  such  a  nature  that  they  must 
be  prepared  to  come  to  a  decision  upon 
them  ;  and  that  it  was  not  to  be  supposetl 
that  '*  the  chapter  of  accidents"  would 
lead  to  such  a  change  of  circumstances  as 
to  dispense  with  the  necessity  for  coming 
to  such  a  decision ;  and,  above  all,  he 
begged  of  them,  to  bear  in  mind  that  no 
circumstances  could  reasonably  be  appre- 
hended wbi^h  could  dispense  with  the  ob- 
ligation on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
prove  and  to  declare  to  Parliament  their 
determination  on  that  great  question — the 
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Coro-laws,  and  od  our  whole  commercial 
policy.  He  would  entreat  them  to  con- 
sider this,  persuaded  as  he  was  that  the 
public  would  never  be  contented  with  the 
proposition  to  Parliament  of  some  petty 
chang^e  in  the  "  pivot/'  or  some  slight 
alteration  of  the  **  sliding  scale  ;"  and  that 
even  supposing  the  existing  distress  to  sub- 
side»  the  country  would  not  be  satisfied 
with  any  measure  short  of  one  which  would 
substantially,  bona  Jide^  permit  the  intro- 
duction of  foreign  corn  at  a  moderate  fixed 
duty. 

Sir  R.  Pee/ said,  he  would  not  enter 
into  the  discussion  (which  the  noble  Lord 
while  professing  to  deprecate,  seemed  dis- 
posed to  invite)  regarding  the  Corn-laws, 
or  our  commercial  policy;  as  to  these 
questions,  the  determination  which  be  had 
frequently  stated  was  unshaken,  and  it 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  on  the  eve  of 
a  prorogation  he  should  deviate  from  his 
resolution  of  abstinence  from  premature 
disclosures.  And  as  to  what  the  noble 
Lord  had  kindly  dropped  in  the  way  of 
advice,  he  could  assure  the  noble  Lord 
that  the  result  of  his  experience  of  former 
Governments  was,  thai  he  entertained  a 
very  deep  dislike  and  distrust  of  any  de<> 
pendence  on  the  **  chapter  of  accidents/' 

House  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 

Thursday,  October  7,  1841. 

lfiifimi.3  Btlk.  ReoelTed  Um  Royal  Aiaeot:->Exche- 
qam  Bilto  Funding;  Exchequer  BiUi  Appropriatloii ; 
Poor>law  Comimion ;  Population  Payments. 

PeUtiODa  preiented.  By  Lord  Brougham,  from  British  and 
Foreiga  Antl^laYery  Society  ftnr  the  abolition  of  Slavery. 
—By  Lord  Foley,  from  Bristol,  for  a  Repeal  of  the 
Cocn-lawi.— By  Lord  Brougham,  trom  W.  H.  Inglis,  re- 
lating to  Colnaget  and  fhnn  J.  Quail,  M.  D.,  for  Remu- 
neratloalbrSenrioea. 

Bribbbt  at  Elections.^  Lord 
Brougham  presented  a  petition  to  which 
he  begged  to  call  the  particular  attention  of 
their  Xordships,  from  a  respectable  mem- 
ber of  the  Society  of  Friends,  Edwin  Swan 
Rickman,  complaining  of  the  dreadful  ex- 
citement, intimidation,  and  corruption  which 
he  had  witnessed  at  the  late  election  for 
the  place  of  his  residence^  and  states,  that 
in  many  of  the  places  in  the  three  king- 
doms, where  he  had  since  been,  the  same 
scenes  were  said,  by  all  he  saw,  to  have 
been  exhibited ;  and  praying  for  the  proven, 
tion  of  canvassing.  Whatever  he  might 
think  of  the  remedy,  he  (Lord  Brougham) 
thought  the  subject  of  the  petition  deserv* 


ing  of  the  most  attentive  considaraticni.  Ha 
now  called  their  Lordships'  attention  to  it, 
with  the  view  of  inducing  them,  during  the 
recess,  to  apply  their  minds  to  the  question, 
and  in  the  hope  that  they  might  be  led  to 
support  a  proposition  which  would  he  made 
to  them  either  by  him,  if  he  were  spared,  or 
by  some  one  else,  to  enter  into  an  inquiry 
on  the  subject.      He   wished  the  feelins 
were  strong   and  universal  of  the  morU 
guilt  involved  in  bribery.     He  wished  it 
was  everywhere  felt   that  a  man  taking 
a  bribe  was  morally  guilty  of  perjury,  as 
completely  as  a  man  having  planned  and 
resolved  to  commit  a  murder,  morally  in- 
curred the  guilt  of  blood,  though  by  ac- 
cident blood  might  not  be  shed.     A  man 
taking  a  bribe  was  morally  guilty  of  per* 
juiy,  because  he  was  ready  to  take  the 
bribery  oath.     He  held  candidates  and  their 
friends  to  be  persons  chiefly  guilty.    When 
a  roan  was  about  to  contest  a  place,  his  first 
question— at  least,   the  first  after   asking 
whether  he  were  likely  to  succeed — was 
"How  much  will  it  cost?"     If  he  were 
answered  three  or  four  hundred  pounds,  it 
was  all  very  well,  because  the  lawful  cost 
might  amount  to  so  much.     But  if  he  were 
informed  that  it  would  take  three  or  four 
thousand  pounds,  and  went  to  the  contest 
on  such  terms,  he  was  morally  guilty  of  the 
bribery  that  ensued,  because  he  must  know 
that  since  Lord  Grey's  Reform  Bill,  the 
legal  expenses  could  not  be    more  than 
the  smaller  sum,  and  that  the  larger  one 
could  only  be  required  for  bribery.     Since 
the  Bill,  then,  and  in  consequence  of  it,  no 
candidate  could  pretend  ignorance  of  the 
bribery  his  money  went  to  support.     It  was 
lamentable  to  think,  that  bribery  and  inti- 
midation had  been  more  rife  of  late  than  in 
former  times,   though    there  were    some 
brilliant  exceptions.     He  knew  of  one  case 
in  which  a  person  lost  his  election  by  a 
single  vote,  and  refused  to  be  a  party  to 
undue  means  of  bringing  back  the  voter  who 
determined  it,  and  who  had  been  drawn 
over  by  his  adversaries.     He  preferred  to 
lose  his  seat,  which  he  did  lose,  to  being  a 
party  to  such  a  proceeding.     Another  in. 
stathce  was  that  of  his  noble  Friend,  the  son 
of  the  author  of  the  Reform  Bill.     Lord 
Howick    was  engaged  in    two  contested 
elections,  and  on  both  occasions  took  efiec- 
tual  means  for  preventing  unlawful  inter- 
ference.     He  had  come  forward  and  said, 
he  would  neither  allow  his  influence  to  be 
used,    nor  thank   any  friend  of  his  who 
should    use   that  influence;   and   he  also 
freed  all  those  over  whom  he  or  his  family 
had  any  influenc^^ftpift^ lOL oWi^tJi^i  to 
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vote  for  him.  Such  conduct  was  most 
honourable;  but  it  was  also  most  fitting, 
and  most  worthy  of  that  distinguished 
family^  and  the  Great  Statesman  at  its 
head  ;  for  what  could  be  more  appropriate, 
than  that  they  who  had  been  the  first  to 
make  the  possession  of  the  elective  franchise 
extensive^  should  also  be  the  most  strenuous 
to  keep  the  exercise  of  it  pure?  He 
knew  others,  some  filling  and  adorning 
the  highest  ranks  in  that  House,  who  re- 
garded bribery  with  such  abhorrence,  that 
they  refused  to  contribute  anything  to  what 
were  called  election  funds,  because  they 
could  not  feel  secure  that  their  money 
would  not  be  spent  in  bribing  the  electors; 
and  yet  these  noble  persons  were  as  zealous 
in  devotion  to  their  principles,  as  anxious  to 
further  the  progress  of  those  principles,  by 
promoting  the  election  of  men,  agreeing 
with  them  in  opinion^  and  were  as  gene- 
rous, as  munificent  in  the  disposal  of  their 
money  for  all  lawful  purposes,  as  any  indi- 
viduals in  or  out  of  tnat  House.  With  re- 
gard to  intimidation  at  elections,  he  should 
observe  that  in  his  opinion  it  was  all  but  as 
bad  as  bribery.  He  held,  that  any  person 
whatever,  whether  priest,  peer,  or  prince, 
or  the  coadjutor  of  a  priest,  the  agent  of  a 
peer,  or  the  servant  of  a  prince,  who  inter* 
fered  to  prevent  a  man  from  the  free  ex- 
ercise of  the  franchiscj  by  threats,  forced 
that  voter's  conscience,  and  did  a  criminal 
act.  He  said  so,  because  the  law  declared 
that  elections  should  be  free;  and  also 
commanded  every  one  so  to  use  his  own 
property,  as  not  to  injure  his  neighbour.  In 
liis  belief,  it  was  an  ofience  by  the  Jaws  of 
England  to  threaten  a  voter  either  with 
a  loss  of  his  tenement,  or  any  other  loss, 
if  he  did  not  vote  in  a  particular  way  ;  and 
if  in  the  oninion  of  any  one  it  was  not  an 
oflTence  indictable  by  the  law,  as  it  now 
stood,  he  hoped  that  another  Session  would 
not  pass  without  its  being  made  indictable. 
But  until  he  heard  the  contrary  from  the 
udges  of  the  land,  he  should  continue  to 
lold  it  an  offence  punishable,  either  for  a 
priest  to  threaten  a  voter  with  a  refusal 
of  the  rites  of  religion,  or  for  a  landlord 
to  threaten  a  voter  with  the  loss  of  his 
tenement,  or  for  a  Court-lord  to  threaten 
a  voter  with  the  loss  of  Court  custom. 
There  could  be  no  doubt,  that  a  public  officer 
who  80  acted,  was  guilty  of  an  offence  for 
which  he  was  impeachable ;  but  he  had  yet 
to  learn,  that  in  any  one  it  was  not  indict- 
able ;  and  he  did  not  expect  to  learn  this, 
either  from  the  first  civil,  nor  certainly  from 
the  first  criminal  judge  in  the  country. 

VOL.LIX,    {JiSJ} 
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He  would  close  his  observations  on  this 
subject  by  giving  another  instance  of  a 
refusal  on  the  part  of  a  candidate  unduly 
to  influence  constituents.  It  was  recorded 
in  the  history  of  the  Court  of  George  3rd, 
that  a  noble  person,  being  a  candidate  for 
the  borough  of  Windsor,  at  a  very  early 
period  of  his  life,  refused  to  allow  the  Court 
tradesmen  to  be  spoken  to  by  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  household,  and  thus  risked 
the  loss  of  their  votes.  A  complaint  having 
been  made  to  the  King  upon  the  subject  by 
one  of  those  over-zealous  and  officious  per- 
sons who  are  always  to  be  found  at  Court 
as  elsewhere,  his  Majesty  sent  for  that 
noble  person  and  said  to  him,  "  You  did 
quite  right;  it  was  much  better  that 
you  should  lose  a  few  votes,  than  that 
my  tradesmen  should  be  influenced  by  the 
officers  of  my  household."  The  case  he  re- 
ferred to,  derived  an  additional  interest 
from  considering  who  the  noble  candidate 
was.  That  candidate  was  the  brother  of 
his  noble  Friend  opposite  (the  Duke  of 
Wellington),  then  Lord  Momington,  now 
Marquess  Wellesley;  and  such  was  the 
auspicious  dawn  of  a  public  life  which 
had  since  shone  forth  with  so  surpassing  a 
lustre. 

Petition  to  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the 
House. 

Prorogation  OF  Parliament.]  The 
Commissioners  for  proroguing  Parliament 
—  namely,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  and 
Lord  Wharncliffe,  having  taken  their  seats, 
and 

The  Speaker^  with  several  Members, 
having  appeared  at  the  bar,  the  commis- 
sion for  giving  the  royal  assent  to  several 
bills  was  read,  and  the  royal  assent  was 
given  with  the  usual  formalities . 

The  Lord  Cfiancellor  read  the  speech  as 
follows  :— 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*•  We  are  commanded  by  her  Ma- 
jesty to  acquaint  you  that  it  appears 
advisable  to  her  Majesty  to  bring  to 
a  close  the  present  Session  of  Par- 
liament. 

"  In  conformity  with  the  advice  of 
her  Parliament,  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  declared  intentions  of  her  Ma- 
jesty, her  Majesty  has  taken  the  re- 
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quisite  measures  for  the  formation  of 
a  new  Administration,  and  thearrange- 
ments  for  that  purpose  have  been  com- 
pleted by  her  Majesty, 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Com- 
monSy 

*<  We  have  it  in  command  from  her 
Majesty  to  thank  you  for  the  supplies 
which  you  have  granted  to  her  Ma- 
jesty for  those  branches  of  the  public 
service  for  which  complete  provision 
had  not  been  made  by  the  late  Par- 
liament 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

**  The  measures  which  it  will  be 
expedient  to  adopt  for  the  purpose  of 
equalizing  the  public  income  and  the 
annual  expenditure,  and  other  im- 
portant objects  connected  with  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  country, 
will  necessarily  occupy  your  attention 
at  an  early  period  after  the  recess. 

*^  Her  Majesty  has  commanded  us 
to  repeat  the  expressicm  of  her  deep 
concern  at  the  distress  which  has  pre- 
vailed for  a  considerable  period  in 
some  of  the  principal  manufacturing 
districts,  and  to  assure  you  that  you 
may  rely  upon  the  cordial  concur- 
rence of  her  Majesty  in  all  such  mea- 
sures as  shall  appear,  after  mature 
consideration,  best  calculated  to  pre-< 
vent  the  recurrence  of  that  distress, 
and  to  promote  the  great  ol^ect  of  all 
her  Majesty's  wishes — the  happiness 
and  contentment  of  her  people/' 

The  commiftsion  for  tbe  prorogatioa  of 
Parliament  vas  read ;  after  which 

The  Lord  Chancellor  declared,  it  was 
her  Majesty's  command  that  the  Parlia- 
ineot  ahould  be  prorogued  to  Tburiday, 
the  11  lb  of  November  next  Parliament 
accordingly  prorogued  to  the  IJtb  day  of 
November  next. 

Their  Lordshipa  separated. 


HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
Thursday,  October  7, 184K 

lIiNima.]  New  MoBben.  Jobs  Yoof ,  Biq.  Omn,  (00.) 
YiMouiit  SoroertOB*  fiir  VriltoOa 

New  Writ  For  UiUithgomliiK.  in  ttie  mom  of  thehon. 
C.  Hope,  Comminioiier  of  GrMnwidi  Hospital. 

PetMoBt  pmented.  By  Mr.  T.  Dunoontei  ftom  11m  Gob- 
bet Club,  tag  Univtcma  SvflNie;  and  ftam  Pwiyritfw 
of  Norftdk  and  Nonrich  Monitor  Mugaiine,  eaaxfUamiag, 
of  proceeding*  under  the  Stamp  Acta.— By  Ht.  Stanfeoai. 
ftom  Stroud,  Av  the  Repeal  of  the  Cotn-Janra. — By  Sir 
Robert  FeeU  ftom  Banff  (far  Pvotectiaii  tP  volan. 

Intimidation  of  Ex.£CTORi«3  Mr. 
T.  Duncombe  presented  a  petition  from 
eight  electora  in  Chippenham,  complain- 
ing of  what  was  not  only  a  breach  of 
privilege  of  that  Hooae,  bat  alao  an  in. 
fringement  in  the  freedom  of  election.  He  had 
only  received  the  petition  that  morning,  and 
had  not  been  able  to  show  it  to  either  of 
the  Members  for  Chippenham ;  hot  it  ap- 
peared from  the  petition  that  the  peti- 
tioners were  tenants  at  will  of  one  of  those 
hon.  Members,  and  that  they  had  de- 
clined to  support  him  at  tbe  last  general 
election,  inasmuch  as  they  had  voted  for 
the  Liberal  Member.  This  conduct  it  ap- 
peered,  had  not  satisfied  Mr.  NeeTd,  and 
they  had  received  notice  to  quit  their  hold- 
ings, in  consequence  of  the  vote  which 
they  had  given.  The  petitioners  complained 
that  this  was  not  only  a  positive  infVinge* 
ment  of  the  liberties  of  the  House,  but 
also  a  direct  violation  of  the  freedom  of 
election.  He  was  afraid  that  this  was  not 
a  solitary  instance,  and  that  Mr.  Neeld 
was  not  more  to  blame  than  many  others. 
QOie«  of  '*  Order^  order/^  Thfs  was 
a  qMestioQ  which  he  thought  required 
immediate  redress,  and,  therefore,  they 
had  a  right  to  discuss  it.  He  wat 
about  to  say,  that  he  did  not  think  Mr. 
Neeld  was  more  to  blame  than  many 
other  landlords. 

The  Speaher  said,  that  the  pe tiUoa  was 
not  one  which  prayed  for  immediate  re^ 
dress,  and,  therefore,  the  hon.  Member 
was  irregular. 

Mr.  7*.  Duncombe  said,  be  would  in  thai 
case  read  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  which 
was  to  tbe  effect,  that  aom«  meaaurea 
might  be  adopted,  in  order  better  to  ae* 
cure  the  freedom  of  election.  or»  if  such 
steps  were  not  adopted,  to  take  away  from 
them  the  right  of  voting.  The  pelitionera 
stated  they  were  ready  to  prove  tbt  facta 
alleged,  and  beaought  the  Hoaae  to  gave 
such  protection  to  the  voter,  in  the  free 
eaereiflt  of  his  vote,  as  to  the  House  night 
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seem  fit.    He  moved  that  the  petition  be 
printed  with  the  votes. 

The  Speaker  said,  it  was  necessary  to 
give  notice  of  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  T,  Duncombe  said,  that  his  reasons 
for  having  the  petition  printed,  were,  be- 
cause it  complained  of  the  conduct  of 
certain  Members  in  violating  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House,  by  interfering  in  the 
free  election  of  Members  of  Parliament. 
It  was  his  intention  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  this  subject  next  Session, 
and  he,  therefore,  thought  that  the  peii- 
tion  ought  to  be  printed.  In  connection 
with  this  question,  he  might  take  that  op- 
portunity of  stating,  that  he  was  sorry  to 
hear  the  right  hon.  Baronet,  the  Member 
fur  Tamworth,  declare,  while  he  admitted 
the  extent  of  the  bribery  and  corruption, 
that  he  was  not  prepared,  and  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  bring  forward  any  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  so  disgraceful 
a  system.  A  noble  Lord,  a  Member  of 
that  House,  last  Session  had  given  notice 
of  his  intention  to  bring  in  a  bill  on  the 
subject,  but  such  a  measure,  he  thought, 
ought  to  come  from  a  Ministerof  the  Crown; 
and  that  noble  Lord  would  have  some 
cause  to  complain  ifthe  right  hon.  Baronet, 
while  occupying  the  seat  which  that  noble 
I^rd  occupied  some  months  ago,  threw  on 
him  the  duty,  while  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
pocketed  what  had  been  called  the  fee. 

Sir  R.  Inglis  rose  to  order.  However 
amusing  this  might  be,  yet  while  they 
were  waiting  for  certain  knocks,  he  thought 
it  was  contrary. 

Mr.  T.  Duncombe  was  surprised,  that 
so  old  a  Member  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
shoukl  call  him  to  order  when  he  was  so 
disorderly  himself.  He  was  not  presumed 
to  know  anything  about  the  knocks  which 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  anticipated.  He 
was  merely  arguing  that  the  petition  which 
he  had  presented  should  be  printed,  to 
which  course  he  hoped  there  would  be  no 
objection. 

Sir  R.  Peel  did  not  say  that  he  would 
not  bring  forward  any  bill  on  the  subject 
referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Fins- 
bury,  because  he  had  determined  not  to 
make  any  promise  which  various  circum- 
stances might  prevent  him  from  fulfilling ; 
all  that  he  had  said  on  the  subject  was, 
that  he  hoped  the  hon.  Gentleman  would 


not  press  him  to  enter  into  any  engage- 
ment  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  prevention 
of  treating  and  bribery.  With  respect  to 
the  medical  allusions  of  the  hon.  Member, 
he  ought  to  be  aware  that  there  were 
certain  delicacies  in  professional  practice, 
which  forbade  him  to  interfere  until  the 
patient  was  formally  given  up.  The  noble 
Lord,  the  Member  for  London,  had  paid 
great  attention  to  the  subject — had  not 
expressed  any  wish  to  be  relieved  of  his 
duties  in  this  respect — and  was  perfectly 
entitled  to  introduce  any  measure  which 
he  thought  calculated  to  put  an  end  to  the 
evils  complained  of.  All  that  he  had 
said,  was,  that  he  was  unwilling  to  give  a 
positive  pledge  on  the  subject. 

M  r.  T.  Duncombe  did  not  see  why  it 
ought  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  noble 
Lord.  In  his  opinion,  it  ought  to  be  a 
Government  measure. 

Petition  laid  on  the  Table. 

Tamworth  Memorial.]  Mr.  Yorla 
said,  he  wished  to  know,  in  regard  to  the 
Tamworth  petition,  whether  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  would  have  any  ob- 
jection to  lay  before  the  House  the  infor- 
mation on  which  he  acted,  and  the  sources 
from  whence  it  was  obtained. 

Sir  James  Oraham  said,  that  under  the 
circumstances,  be  must  decline  producing 
the  information  sought  for,  inasmuch  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sheffield  had  given 
notice  of  a  motion  on  this  subject  for  next 
Session.  Notwithstanding  this,  he  should 
have  hesitated  complying  with  the  wish  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  York,  but  since  such 
a  notice  had  been  given,  he  would  post- 
pone, till  that  motion  came  before  the 
House,  any  further  explanation  that  might 
be  called  for. 

Subject  at  an  end. 

Prorogatiok  op  Parliament.]  The 
House  was  summoned  to  attend  the  Lords 
Commissioners  appointed  to  prorogue  the 
Parliament.  The  Speaker,  accompanied 
by  the  Members  present,  went  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  from  whence  he  returned 
in  about  twenty  minutes,  and  having  read 
the  Royal  Speech  to  the  Members  present, 
the  House  immediately  separated. 
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L    klif  Actio wxibmnmKer  Mtietty*»Cam- 

'  J\,  nuMionen  of  Woods  to  mnt  Building 
Leases  of  the  Rojal  Kitchen  (iarden  at  Ken- 
Hngttny  and  to  form  and  improye  other  Royal 
Omens ;  and  to  enable  the  said  Commis- 
sioners to  purchase  Lands  of  Copyhold  or 
Cttstomarr  Tenure. 

iL  An  Act  for  annexing  the  Mansion  House, 
Gardens,  and  Grounds  at  Frogmore,  Part  of 
the  Land  Revenue  of  the  Crown^to  WMsor 
Catik. 

iiL  An  Act  to  alter  an  Act  of  the  Eleventh 
Year  of  Xing  Oecrge  the  Fourth,  for  amend- 
ing the  Laws  rektuig  to  the  Pay  of  the  Roral 
Navjr.  and  an  Act  ot^the  Fifth  Year  of  King 
H^iiam  the  Fourth,  to  alter  the  Provisions 
of  the  said  Act. 

iv*  An  Act  to  continue  for  Three  Tears,  and 
from  thence  to  the  End  of  the  then  next 
Session  of  PSrliament,  Two  Acts  relating  to 
the  Care  and  Treetment  of  Insane  Persons 
mMmgkmd* 

y.  An  Act  to  make  fiurther  Provisions  for  the 
Administration  of  Justice. 

vi.  An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  made  in  the 
Twentj-sixth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His 
Miiutj  £l0g  Oeorgt  the  Tfair^  intituled 


An  Aei  to  empower  the  Arehhishep  of  Canter* 
bury  et  the  Arehhiehep  qf  York  Jbr  the  Ttme 
being  to  eomeerate  to  the  Office  rf  u  Biihop 
Pereone  being  Su^feets  or  Citizene  of  Countriee 
out  of  Hie  Majeetff^e  Dominione, 

viL  An  Act  to  continue  until  the  Thirty-first 
Dav  of  Juty  One  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-two,  such  Laws  as  may  expire 
within  a  limited  Period. 

viiL  An  Act  for  funding  Exchequer  Bills,  and 
for  making  Provision  for  the  Service  of  the 
Year  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty* 
one. 

ix.  An  Act  to  provide  for  Payment  of  the  Per- 
sons employed  in  taking  Account  of  the  Po« 
pulation  in  England. 

X.  An  Act  to  continue  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sion until  the  Thirty-first  Day  of  July  One 
thousand  csjght  hundred  and  forty-two. 

xi.  An  Act  for  raiding  the  Sum  of  Ten  mil- 
lions six  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  by  Exche- 
quer Bills,  for  the  Service  of  the  Year  One 
thousand  dght  hundred  and  forty-one.  and 
for  appropriating  the  Supplies  granted  in  this 
Session  of  Parlumentt^  uy  ^^  ^  ^(3  '^ 
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PRIVATE  ACTS, 


PRINTED  BY  THE  QUEEN'S  PRINTER,  AND 
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1.  Ay  Act  to  vest  the  Entailed  Estate  of  ^rd- 
namurchan  and  Sunart^  in  the  County  of  Ar- 
gyUy  in  Trustees,  for  the  Purpose  of  raising 
Money  for  the  Payment  of  the  Debts  atfect* 
ing  the  said  Estate,  and  of  certain  Sums 
expended  by  Sir  Jamet  Milnet  Rtddeii  in 
improving  the  same,  and  for  the  Erection  of 
a  Mansion  House  and  Offices  thereon. 

2.  An  Act  for  enabling  the  Most  Noble  George 


Duke  of  Marlborough  to  charge,  for  the  Re- 
pairs of  Blenheim  Palace^  certain  Heridite- 
ments  devised  by  the  Will  of  the  Most 
Noble  George  Third  Duke  of  Murll^oroughy 
deceased,  as  a  collateral  Security  with  a  Sum 
of  Twenty-five  thousand  Pounds  and  In- 
terest, and  as  a  primary  Security  with  a  fur- 
ther Su.u  not  exceeding  Ten  thousand 
Pounds  and  Interest. 


PRIVATE  ACTS, 


NOT   PRINTED. 


3.  Ak  Act  to  relieve  the  Richt  Honourable 
John  Savile  Lumley  Savile  Ean  of  Scarborottfih 
from  certain  Disabilities  and  Penalties  in 
consequence  of  his  having  sat  and  voted  in 
the  House  of  Peers  without  being  duly  qua- 


lified by  taking  and  subscribing  the  Oaths 
and  Declaration  prescribed  by  Law. 
4.  An    Act  to    enable  George   Alan    Claylon 
to  take  and  bear  the  Name  and  Arms  of 
Lowndes, 
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jICRE,  Capture  of,  c.  737 

Acton^  Colotiel  W. 
Maynooth  College,  ExplaoatiOD^  698 

Addreu  in  Antwer  to  the  Speech,  1, 16,  Amend. 
53  [a.  q.  Cobtetiis  96«  Nof-Contents  168, 
M.  72l,  106 ;  Answer  to  the  Address,  338  j 
c.  Address,  118 ;  Amend.  131 ;  Adj.  De- 
bak/  194,  2tl,  849  [o.  q.  A.  269,  If.  360, 
M.  91],  449;  Report,  455;  AmeOd.  457 
[A.  39,  N.  283/  M.  244],  470;  Answer  tO 
Address.  476  see  Protest 

At^oumment,  c.  720 

Administration  of  Justice-- Covr Is  of  Equity,  L 
IR.  339  ;  2R.  474 ;  Com,  488  j  3H.  496 : 
c.  IR.  509;  2R.  607;  Bill  put  off,  608 ;  1R.« 
(No.  2)  613;  Com.  add,  d.  703}  c/.  17, 
742;  cls%,  743;  Amend.  745  [A.  81,  N. 
140,  M.  59 J,  756;  3EL  916  ;  J.  iR*  918  ; 
2R.*  1007;  c.  Explanation.  101 1 ;  /.  3R  • 
1046  i  Hoydf  assent,  1 103 

«  ■       ,  Po/tof  of  tie,  c.  524 ;  Amend. 

601  [o.  9«  A.  149,  N.  41,  M.  108},  604 

Admiralty,  Board  of  see  Ordnance,  Board  of 

Africa^  Misuon  to—Dr,  Madden,  e.  1004 

Aglionby,  Mr.  H.  A. 
Administration  ef  insliee,  Gom.  e/.  M,  759 
Bolton,  Distress  af,  1041 
Pislressof  the  Country,  801 
Ordnance  £stiniate9«  804 
Private  BiUs;  Commitiees  on.  683, 684 


Aldam,  Mr.  W. 
Bolton,  Distress  at,  1043 

Anglo-Portuguese  Legion,  c.  1015 

Ashley,  Lord 
Lunatics,  Com.  693 ;  cL  I,  697,  699,  701 

Attorney-General  (Sir  F.  Pollock) 
Administration  of  Justice  (No.  8)«  Com.  add* 
cL  703,  742 ;  c/.  17,  743 ;  cL  56,  745  j  That 
the  Bill  do  pass,  998 
Carnarvon.  Borough  of,  1131 

Attorneys  and  Solicitors  Consolidation,  U  IR.* 
473 

Baillie,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  245 

Baldwin,  Mr.  C.  B. 
Poor  Law  Commission  Continuance,  3R.  1074 

Bankrupt  Laws  Amendment,  /.  iR.'  338 

Bankruptcy,  Insolvency,  mdLunaey,  /.  1  R«.  338 ; 
Bills  postponed  611  see  Official 

Baring,  Rt.  Hon.  F.  T.  (see  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer) 
Administration  of  Justice,  3R.  919 
Prorogation — Financial  Measures,  1146, 1148 
Ways  and  Means,  833^836,  879 

Bathing  see  Parks 

Beresford,  Major  WI^^^.^vGoOgle 
Ordnanoe  Estimates,  808 
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Berkeley,  Hon.  Captain  M.  F.  F. 
Acre,  Capture  of,  737 

Navy  Pay,  3R.  693~Manning  the,  736,  737 
Ordnance  Estimates,  808, 811 
Projectile,  New,  812 

Bernal,  Mr.  R. 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  177 
Bishopt  (Ireland),  L  Report  of  Committee,  498 

Blake,  Sir  V. 
Supremacy,  Oath  of— Petitiona  of  Membem, 
476,  476, 487 

Bodkin,  Mr.  J.  J. 
Poor  Law  Commission  Continuance,  2R.  718 

Boldero,  Captain  H.  G. 
Ordnance  EstimaUs,  802,  803,  804, 808 
Projectile,  New,  1003 

Bolton,  Distress  at,  c.  1017 

Boroughs  Improvement,  /.  IR*  13;  2R.  338; 
3R.  474 

Borthwick,  Mr.  P. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  287 
Poor  Law  Commission  Continuance,  3R«  1072 

Bowring,  Dr.  J. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  219 ;  Re- 
port, 468 
Administration,  Policy  of  the.  Amend.  603 
Bolton,  Distress  at,  1017, 1028 
British  Museum,  663 
Carnarvon,  Borough  of,  1137 
Poor  Law  Commission  Continuance,  2R,  703 
Provincial  Schools  of  Design,  667 
Syria,  627 

TarifTs,  Foreign,  517 
Taxes,  Foreign,  270 
Ways  and  Means,  851 

Breach  of  Privilege  see  Privilege 

Bribery  and  Corruption,  L  1008,  1151 

British  Museum,  c.  652 

Brotherton,  Mr.  J. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  193,  24 
Administration,  Policy  of  the,  572 
Distress  of  the  Country,  798 
Petitions  to  Her  Majesty,  1129 
Poor-Law  Commission  Continoanoe,  Com.  937 
Projectile,  New,  1003 

Brougham,  Lord 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  92 
Administration  of  Justice,  iR.339;  2R.  474; 

Report,  Amend.  488,  489,  490 ;  3R.  497 
Bribery  and  Corruption,  1008,  1009,  1 151 
Church,  Compulsory  Attendance  at,  720 
Corn-Laws,  1007 
Dublin  Corporation,  500 
Emigration,  340 
Financial  Measures,  1102 
Jesuits,  The,  720 
Law,  Delay  of  the,  493 
MansBeld  Magistiates,  1059,  1063 
Official  Assignees  in  Bankruptcy,  722 
Prison  Diiciplinc,  813,  822 


Brougham,  Lord — ctmHmted* 
Royal  Gardens— Kensington.  2R,  913, 915 
Slave-Trade,  608,  610, 1114, 1127 
Statutes,  Old  Penal,  493 

Bruce,  Lord 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  Amend.  145 

Bryan,  Major  G. 
Maynooth,  668 

Buildings  Regulatimu  I  IR.*  13  ^  2R.  338; 
3R.  474 

BuUer,  Mr.  C. 
Administration  of  Justice,  \VU  510  -,  That  the 

Bill  do  pats,  921 
Bolton,  Distress  at,  1039 
Carnarvon,  Borough  of,  1130,  1135 
Poor-Law  Commission  Continuance,  Com.  896 
Qualification  of  Members,  502 

Buller,  Mr.  E. 
Speaker,  Election  of.  The,  4 

Burrell,  Sir  C.  M. 
National  Gallery,  693 
Saxmundham  Agricultural  Association, 

Busineu  of  the  Heme,  c  509—  see  Puhik 

Caledonian  Canal,  c.  654 

Callaghan,  Mr.  D. 
Poor-Law  Commission  Continuance,  8IL  1065 

Campbell,  Lord 
Administration    of  Justice,    Report,  Amend« 

489,  490 ;  3R^  Amend.  497,  498 
Prison  Discipline,  822 
Solicitor  to  the  Home  Office,  822 

Canada  see  M'Leod,  Hr.— 7im5er  Duties 

Canterbury,  Archbishop  of. 
Foreigners  Consecration  of  Bishops,  3R.  495» 
496 

Carnarvon,  Borough  of,  c.  1130 

Carnegie,  Hon.  Captain,  S.  T. 
Distress  of  the  Country,  796 

Catholics  in  India,  I.  726, 1102 

Cave,  Hon.  R.  O. 
Country,  State  of  the.  (Ireland)  613 
Grove,  Mr.,  924 

Census,  The— Payment  of  Enumerators,  c  IR, 
720 ;  2R.*  735 ;  Com.  Report,  924,  3R.* 
1011 ;  L  lR.»  1046 ;  2R.  1088 ;  Com.  1102  j 
3R.«  1103 ;  Royal  Assent,  1151 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  (Rt.  Hod.  F.  T. 
Baring) 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  305 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  (Rt*  Hon.  H. 
Gonlburn) 
Administration  of  Justice,  Conu>c/.  56,  748, 
764, 755  J  3R.  917^giS..  .yX^OOglQ 
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Lawiy  L  339, 723, 1007, 1046, 1088, 1105 
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1088,1089 
Farks,  PrefenUon  of  Aocidents  in  tbe.  690 
Prorogation— Financial  Measures,  1147 
Vice-ChaDceilor,  Retired,  Annuity  to,  737 
Ways  and  Means,  828, 833,  842, 859,  879, 880 


CbanceUor,  The  Lord  (Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Cot- 
tenham) 
Administration  of  Justice,  IR.  339  ;  2R.  474 
Indemnity,  BiU  d,  (fSarl  of  Scarborough)  IR. 

474 
Parliament.  Meeting  of,  1, 2 
Spealcer,  Approval  of  the,  11, 12 

Chancellor,  The  Lord  (Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lynd- 
huret) 
Administration  of  Justice,  Report,  489,  480; 

3R.  498 
Prison  Disdpline,  822 
Prorogation,  1155 
Queen's  Speech,  1154 

Christmas,  Mr.  W. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  369 

Church,  Campukory  Mtemkmeeai,c.  720 
■  Ejetention,  c.  613 

Clancarty,  Earl  of, 
Corn-Laws,  339 

Clanricarde,  Marqoess  of 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  27«  54 

ClaytonU  Name,  c  1R».  735 ;  823 ;  2R.«  915  : 
3R/  1011 ;  ^  Royal  Assent,  1103. 

Clements,  Viscount 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  672 

Cleric,  Sir  Q. 

Administration  of  Justice,  2R,  607 
Business  of  the  House,  509 
Caledonian  Canal,  657 
Miscellaneous  Estimates,  607 
Private  Bills,  Committee  on,  682 
Privilege,  Breach  of—"  The  Times,"  509 
Supply,  492,758 

Clifford,  Lord,  (of  Chudleigh) 
Catholics  in  India,  726, 731, 1102 
Cora-Uws,1113. 

Cobden,  Mr.  R, 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  235, 386 
Administration,  Fdlicy  of  the,  576 
Bolton,  Distress  at,  1032, 1037 
Distress  of  tbe  Country,  791 
Poor^Law  Commission  Continuance,  Com.  942 ; 
3R.  1077 

Cochrane,  Mr.  A.  D.  R.  W.  B. 
Maynooth,  670, 671 

Commisiariai,  c  607 
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Cottenbam,  Lord,  {tee  Chancellor,  the  Lord) 
Administration  of  Justice,  Com.  488 ;  Report 

490;  3R.  496  *^ 

Local  Courts,  611 
Official  Assignees  in  Bankruptcy,  723 

Country,  State  qf  the  (Irdrnd),  c.  613. 
Comty  Cmarte,  I  lR.«  338 

CoTentry,  Earl  of 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  91 

Crawford,  Mr.  W.  S. 
Address  In  Answer  to  the  Spee<^  231 ;  Report, 

Amend.  457 
Administration,  Fdlicy  of  the,  590 
Distress  of  the  People,  634 
Poor-Law  Commission  Continuance,  Com.  In- 
struction, 925, 997;  3R.  1086 

Darby,  Mr.  G. 

Bolton,  Distress  at,  1039 
Maynooth,  669 

Poor-Uw  Commission  Continuance,  Com.  999 
Death,  Ptmithment  of,  2.491 

DTsraeli,  Mr,  B. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  172 

Demiteo/LandbyInaimbents,l.tR*47Z   * 

Devon,  Eari  of 
Official  Assignees  In  Banlcruptcy,l722 

Divisions,  LisU  of 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  Amend. 
K'  ll,  Contento    96,     Not-Contents)    168, 
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Secret  Service  [A.  144,  N.  7,  M.  137L  865 
Supply  [A.  136,  N.  22,  M.  114],  640 
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Douglas,  Sir  C.E. 
Poor-Law  Commission  ConHnoance,  3R.  lOTO 

Drainage  of  Towns,  I  IR.*   13;  2R.  338: 
Bill  witbdrawD,  474i  1103 
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Ducie,  Earl  of 
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A4dreM  In  Answer  to  the  Speech,  Report,  455, 

457,467 
Carnarvon.  Borough  of,  1135 
Electors,  IntimWalion  of,  1156, 1167,  1158 
Norwich  Election,  261 

Dundas,  Mf.  J.  C.  ,     «« 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Bpeech,  l» 

Easthope,  SirJ. 
Distress  of  the  Country,  786 
Vice  Chancellor,  Retired,  Annuity  to,  740 

EAicatwn  in  Skve  Cohniei,  e.  666 

Egerton,  Right  Hon.  Lord  F. 
Address  in  AtoBW«r  to  the  Speech,  S85, 386 
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Catholics  in  India,  730,  731, 1103 
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Slavery  and  the  Slave  Trade,  1120, 1125 
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Errol,  Earl  of 
Address,  Answer  to  the,  338 

BMott,  Mr.  B« 
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Poor^Lsw  Commission  Continuance,  2R.  713 

Bet60Qrt,MnT.O.  B. 
Privete  Bills,  Committees  on,  680 

SwaityMr.  W*  .  ^^    .. 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speechf  192, 194 

CHrflanroii,  Bwoogh  of#  1136 

Distress  of  the  Cowntry,  783 

Falaece,  Iteyal— FobRe  Dlstim.  051,  m 

Parks,  Prevention  of  AisddeMa  ill  the,  690 

Private  Bilk,  Oomsftlttew  on,  679,  681, 685 
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SeseiiiiidhMi  Agr^^tutaf  AseoeMon,  M7 
Vteo  ChaMeilor,  Retired,  Amrafty  to,  Report, 

Amend.  737 
Wi^eiUIMeane,857 

fbdliMr  mUf  e.  1R**  915 1  2ft/  1005  : 
Coi.ia46|  »».•  lOiOi  I.  lIL^fl.^  2R.» 
1090;  3R/1103;  Royal  Assent,  1161 

•«.  Dndi^  ».  IB.*  915^   2R.< 


{1  M  »  E  X.}      Exc.     -     *ao. 
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Falldmi  hlandt,  6,  1018 
Pemando  Po,  c  667 
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GibsoD,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Addren  in  Aotwer  to  the  SpM«h|  278, 379 
Bolton,  Distreta  at.  1033, 1036 
Distress!  of  the  Country,  763, 774 
Saxmundham  Agricultural  Association.   826. 
828  * 

Gladstone,  Riffht  Hod.  W.  C. 
Machinery,  BxportatkHi  Of,  1I80 
Tariffs,  Foreign,  £18 

Glengall,  Earl  of 
Dublin  Gorporationi  49Q 

Gonlburn,  Right  Hon.  H.  (M  Cbaorallor  of 
the  Exchequer.) 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech*  315,  369 
Supremaqr,  Qalh  of— Petlllons  of  Members, 

Graham,  Rt.  Hon,  Sir  3,  R,  6. 

Administration  of  Justice,  3|i.  990  i  That  the 
Bill  do  past,  0S8— Explanation,  IQll 

Bolton,  Distress  at,  1025 

Census,  The— PaymenI  of  JSniimpr^lorff  WO 

Grove,  Mr.  924 

Lanatics,  Coou  cU  1,  TOl 

Ordnance  Estimates,  809 

Poor-law  Commissioii  doBtlnuance,  Com.  881, 
888, 990, 949 
,  Prison  PiKipHiw,  lOM 

Solicitor  to  the  Home  Office,  6M 

Tamworth  Memorial,  1142, 1145, 1158 

Vacation  of  Seats— Member  for  Ripon,  6/7 

Grattan,  Mr.  H. 
Address  in  Ansirer  to  the  Speech,  253 

Greet!,  Mr.  T, 
Private  Bills,  823 
Qualification  of  Members,  501 
Wmand  Means,  Committees  of,  Cliairmaii  of, 
606 1  Com.  851 

Grey,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  G. 
AdministraiMNi  of  Juste,  OiOKoiM,  r48»754 

Grimsditch^  Mr.  T. 

Poor-Uw  Gk»mBlsslon  CoDliattUMo,  Gon.  902 
CfooCf  Mr.  c,  924,  8 

Ilamiltoiiy  CaptaiOi  C.  J.  B. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  205 
Poor-law  Commission  ContiiliiaMe,  8II.  W§ 

Hamilton,  Lord  C« 
Miscellaneous  Estimates,  6i9 
Syria,  634 

Harcourt,  Mr.  O.  G.  V. 
Com  from  Russia,  624, 735, 736 

Hardioge,  Rt.Ho&.  Sir  H« 
Ordamce,  Board  of,  619 

— -—  Estimates,  807 

Hardy,  Mr.  J. 
Administration,  Policy  of  the.  592 
Birfton,  Distress  at,  1042 
Poor-Uw  CoBimiasioQ  Cootrnuance  Coin«9d7 
8 11.1086 


Hawes,Mr.  B. 
Address  in  Answer  to  tiia  Speeofci  051 
Administration  of  JTustice,  Com,  ei  56,  753 : 
That  the  Bill  do  pass,  919, 928 

Policy  of  the,  586 

British  Museum,  652,  653' 
Carnarvon,  Borough  of,  1135 
Church  Extension,  613 
Distress  of  the  Coimiry,  Jfi 
FiqoArt^,  1013, 1014,  lOlli 
Lunatics,  Com.  c/.  1,  696 
Prison  Discipline,  1089 
Qualification  of  Members,  509 
Ways  and  Means,  852 

Herbert,  Hon.  S. 
Acre,  Capture  of^  737 
Navy  Commissions  in  the,  1066 
-Manning  the,  736 

Hill,  Lord  M.  C. 
Address,  Answer  t^  470 

Hinde,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Poor-Law  Commission  Contl&uanoe,  Com.  90t 

Hindley,  Mr.  0^ 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  348 
Administration,  Policy  of  the,  595 
Poor-Law  Commission  Continuance,  3lt  lOT 

Hope,  Mr.  A.  J.  B. 
Maynooth,  671 

Incumbents,  see  DemUe 

Indemnity,  Bill  of  (Earl  qf  Scarborough)  /.  iR. 

474;  2R.;*  aR>488  5  <?.tR.;2B.;»  3R.' 

492  3  Royal  Assent,  508 
India  see  Catholics 

tnffestrie,  Visoount 
Navy,  Commisrfons  in  the  1065, 1066 
Projectile,  New  lOUl 

Ingli^,  Sir  R.  H. 

British  Museum,  M 

Church  Extension,  613 

Electors,  Intimidation  of,  1157 

Lunatics,  Com.  el.  1, 699 

Maynooth,  668 

PaUices,  RotoI— Public  Distress,  65^ 

Privilege,  Breach   of— ««the  Tfmw,'*   507, 
509 

Royal  Gardens,  Com.  703 
Insolvency  see  Bankruptcy 
Iniimidaiien  soo  Eketors 

Ireland  see  BUhops^Cork— Country  State  of 
the  IMlin^Eleetwm-^miti^LotdLmii. 
fumt-^Meath 

Jervis,  Mr.  J. 

Carnarvon,  Borough  of,  I13K  1133 

Miseellaoemu  Eadmates,  GOf 

Poor-Law  Conunhsion  ContlnvaUce,  Cboi.  891 
JesmU,  The,  I  720 


I  Johnson,  General  W.  A,      r^ t  ^ 
A^tsfn  Answer  tfee0p6eeMii»Mi  Attend. 
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KemsoD^  Sir  E. 
Saaonimdhain  Agricnltaral  Asrocialion,  828 

Kentmgion  Qardcw  see  B4^l  Demetnet 

Kinnaird,  Lord 
Corn-Laws,  1111 

Labouchero,  Ru  Hod.  H. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  150, 154, 406 
Taxes,  Foreign,  270 

Lagan  Navigatimf  c.  IR,*  402 

Lansdowne>  Marquess  of 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  85, 86 
Distress  of  the  Country,  734 

Lcfw,Deli^qftheyLA9Z 

Xoint,  Emiring^  c.  Leave^  691;  IR.*  692; 
2R/  702  ;  Com.  912;  3R.*  1001 ;  /.  1R-* 
1007;  2R/  1046;  3R/  1090;  Royal  As- 
sent, 1103 

Lcatei  see  Spiritual 

Lefe?re,Hon.  C.  S.  (tee  Speaker,  The) 
Speaker,  Election  of  the,  8— Approral  of,  11 

Lennox,  Lord  A. 
Ordnance  Estimates,  810, 811 

Litton,  Mr.  E. 
Administration,  Policy  of  the,  588 

Local  Courts,  1.611 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Lrdand^c  672 

Lunacy  see  Bankruptcy 

Lunatici,  c.  1R.«  524;  2R.»  613;  Com.ct  1, 
693;  3R.«  812;  /.  IR.*  813:  2R.*  913; 
3R  *  1046 ;  Royal  assent,  1103 

. (Scotland),  c  1137 

Lyndlmrsty  Lord  sec  Chancellor,  the  Lord 

Lyttleton,  Lord  _  ^^ 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  61, 73 

Machinery,  Exportation  of,  c,  1 129 

MLeod,  Mr.  c.  263, 1045, 1128 

Madden,  Dr.  see  Africa 

JfoJif/ieU  Magittratet,  1 1049 

Marlborough  EttaU,  L  3R*  813 ;  c.  IR.*  823 ; 
2R.  915  ;  3R.»  1011 ;  Royal  assent,  1103 

JlfaynootA  CoUegp,  e.  668  [A.  99,  N.  23,  M. 
76j,  671 ;  Explanation  692 

Meaih  EUcHon  see  Cork 

Melbourne,  Viscount  ^    ^^  ^^ 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  65, 76,  81 
Bribery  and  Corraptioo,  1009 
Com  Laws,  1109 
Financial  Measures,  1090, 1099 
Resignation  of  the  Ministry,  478 
Royal  Gardens— Kensingtoo,  9R.  914 

^*  ^ftsn^see  Ftiitiont^Qual^ication 


Milnefi,Mr.R.M. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  348 
Administiation,  Policy  of  the,  596 
Miscellaneous  Estimates,  646 

Minto,  Earl  of 
Navy,  PromotioDsIn  the,  1090 

Jtftsce^&Rieottt  JBiltmalei,e.605,641 

Mod^Pfiacmc.OSa 

Muntz,  Mr.  G.  F. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  192 

Museum,  see  British 

Napier,  Sir  C. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  179 
Administration  U  Justice,  That  the  Bill  to 

pass,9S3 
M'Leod,  Mr.,  1045, 1128 
Ordnance,  Board  of,  618, 619, 1013 

Estimates,  804, 806, 806,  810 

Syrian  War,  The,  270 

NaiumaiGattery,e.6n 

Naoy,  Commissions  m  the,  c.  1065,  L  1090 

'  Manning  the,  c.  736. 

—  Pcnf,  c.  IR*.  261 ;  2R.«  342 ;  3R.  693  ; 
L  IR.*  813 ;  2R.«  813;  3R.*  1046 ;  BjojoJL 
Assent,  1103. 

Normanby,  Marquess  of. 
Buildings  Regulations,  SR.  838, 339, 474 
Dminage  of  Towns,  1103, 1105 
Emigration,  340 

Mansfield  Magistrates,  1050,  1053, 106S,  1965 
Yarmouth,  Borough  of,  341, 1114 

Northampton,  Marquess  of 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  91 

Norwich  EkcOon  c  261 

OaA  ofSuprpmKy,  see  Supremacy 

O'Brien,  Mr.  W.  S. 
Address  In  Answer  to  the  Speech,  280 

O'Connell,  Mr.  D. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  890 

O'Connell,  Mr.  M.  J. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speedi«  366 
Adndniatiation,  PoUcy  of  the,  591 
Maynoolh,  669, 670 

Offiaal  Assignees  m  Betdtrypt^^  I  722 

Ordmce,  Board  of,  c.  618,  823»  1012 

>  Erftwotei,  C.802 


Pakington,  Mr.  J.  S. 
Maynooth,  669. 
Poor-Uw  r 


Coatinuaaoc^  Cos.  808 


Falaees,  Bayai,  c  646 


Palmertton,  ^scount 
Administratioa  of  Jostfee,  IR.  500;  Coa.«L 


PAL       —       PEE.  {I  N  D 

Pftlmenton  Visoount — eoniimtid* 

Administiation  Policy  of  the,  656 

Anglo-Portuguese  Legion,  1016 

Business  of  the  House,  £09 

Corn  from  Russia,  626 

Fernando  Po,  667 

Indemnity,  Bill  of  (Barl  of  Scarboiougb)  IR. 

492 
M*Leod.  Mr.— United  States,  265 
Mfscellmneoos  Estimates,  646 
Ordnanee  Estimates,  811 
Prorogation— Financial  Measures,  1150 
Slate  Trade,  620 
Syria,  633,  634 
Syrian  War,  The,  270 
Ways  and  Bfeaas,  867 


Parker,  Mr.  J. 
Distress  of  the  Country,  771 

Farh,  Prevention  of  AcddenU  in  the,  c.  686 
Parliament,  Meeting  of,  L  l.-^see  Prorogation 
■  New  Houui  of,  see  Ventilation 

Padidl,  Captain,  6.  R. 
Ordnance,  Board  of,  619,  823 
•««»—  Estimates,  109 
Foor-Law  Commission  Continuance,  Com.  900 : 
3R 1071. 

Peel,  Colonel  J. 
Ordnance  Estimates,  811 

Peel,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  R, 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  186,  199, 

400, 408 ;  Report,  456, 473 
A^ournment,  720 
Administration  of  Justice,  2R.  606 ;  Com.  el. 

S6,U7,148,7H 
— —  Policy  of  the,  538,  558,  579, 

584,600 
Anglo-Portuguese  Legion,  1016 
Bolton,  Distress  at,  1030, 1034, 1038 
British  Mosenm,  653 
Caledonian  Canal,  657 

Carnarvon,  Borough  of,  1138, 1135, 1 136, 1137 
Convicts,  666 
Com  ftom  Ruflila,  736 
Country,  State  of  the— Ireland,  617 
Distress  of  the  Country,  772 
Electors,  Intlmldatlen  of,  1157 
Fine  ArU,  1013,1015 
Iaws,  Continuance  of.  Leave,  681, 69S 
M'Leod,  Mr.,  1045,  1129 
Maynooth,  669. 670 
Miscellaneous  Estimates,  605, 607 
Ordnance,  Board  of,  618 
— — —  Estimates,  806 
Petitions  to  Her  Majesty,  1129 
Foor-Law  Commission  Continuance,  624  ;  2R. 

704, 708,  71 1 ;  Com.  719, 891.  893. 968 
Private  Bills,  Committees  on,  683,  685 
Projectile,  New,  812 

Prorogation,  678. 1146, 1146, 1149,  1151 
Provincial  Schools  of  Derign,  607 
Public  Business,  511. 518 
Royal  Demesnea— Kensington  Gardens,  Leave, 

522 ;  2R.  673 
Solicitor  to  the  Hone  Office,  662,  663 
Speaker,  Election  of.  The,  6 
Syria,  631 
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Peel,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  ^.'■^c&ntinued. 

Vacation  of  8eatfl«-Member  for  Ripon,  613 

674,677 
Ventilation  of  the  New  Houses  of  Parilament, 

511 
Vice  Chancellor,  Retired,  Annuity  to,  Report, 

739 
Ways  and  Means,  Committees  of.  Chairman  of, 

606  ;  Com.  858,  861 

Pemberton,  Mr.  T. 

Administration  of  Justice,  3R.  919 
Petitions  ofMembert  see  Stq^remacy 
— -—  to  Her  MeQCity,  e.  1129  see  Tamwortk 

Philips,  Mr.  M. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  112 
Distress  of  the  Country,  781 
Poor  Law  Commission  Continuance,  Com.  955 

Plumptre,  Mr,  J.  P. 
Maynooth,  668. 670;  Explanation,  692 

Plumridge,  Captain  J.  H. 
Ordnance,  Board  of,  619, 824 

Polhill,  Captain  F. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  365 
Poor-Law  Commission  Continuance,  3R«  1077 

PoUington,  Viscount 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  180 

Pollock,  Sir  F.  tee  Attorney  General,  The 

PooT'Law  Committion  Contimumce,  c  623, 664 ; 
1R.»  674;  2R.  703;  Com.  719;  Mr. 
Yorke's  Instruction,  881  [A.  36,  N.  187, 
M.  151],  910 ;  Mr.  Crawford's  Instruotion, 
925  [A.  49,  N.  131,  M.  82},  995 ;  2nd  In- 
struction,  997  [A.  32,  N.  146,  M.  114],  999 ; 
Report,  1005 ;  SR.  [A.  133,  N.  18,  MfTllS] 
1086 ;  /.  IR.  1065  ;  2R.  1088 ;  Com.  1102 ; 
3R/  1103 ;  Royal  Assent,  1151 

P<]pic/!a/«(m  see  Censui 

Portland,  Duke  of 
Mansfield  Magistrates,  1049, 1051, 1052, 1065 

Powell,  Mr.  C. 

Address  In  Answer  to  tiie  Speech,  295 
Prison  DitdpUne,  /.  813 ;  c.  1089 
Private  Bills,  Committees  on.  Chairman  of,  c 

606;  Mr.  Ewart's  Resolutions,  679;  Mr. 

Greene's  Resolutions,  823, 1129 

Prioilege,  Breach  of-^*'  The  Times,'*  c  504  see 
Vacation 

ProjcaUe,  New,c.  807,  811, 1001, 1012 

Prorogation  of  Parliament,  c.  678,  1145 ;    /. 
1154;  c.  1158 

Protest  against  Amendment  to  Address,  109, 110 

Protberoe,  Mr.  £• 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  Report,  469 
Royal  Demesnes— Kensingtoi  "    ' 
520 ;  2R.  673 ;  Com.  702 
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Pr&vindal  Sehooh  &f  DeMign,  e,  667 
FuhUe  Buinas,  c.  511,  518 
Pmkkmml  of  Deaih  see  Death 
Qmlf/kt^ion  of  Memiben,  c.  501 

QueQA'l  SpeKby  Tho«  13, 1154  9ee  Sajmumd- 
ham 

Radnor,  Earl  of 
Corn-Laws,  1046. 1040, 1049, 1088,  1105 
Foreigners  Qoosecration  of  BiBbo|it,  3R«  495, 
496    " 

Rae,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W. 
Lunatics,  (Scotland)  1141 

Rawdon,  Colonel  J.  D. 
AMmss  In  Answer  to  the  Speech,  Report,  470 

Rennie,  Mr.  G. 
Address  In  Answer  to  the  Speech,  343 
Parks,  Prevention  of  Accidents  in  the,  685,  691 
Poor-Law  Commission  Cnntinuance,  3H,  1061 

BeiigfuUion  of  the  Minktry^  I,  473 ;  c.  476 

Rice,  Hon,  £, 
Foor-l^w  CommMon  Continuance,  2R.  707 

Richmond,  Duke  of 
Addresi  in  Answer  to  Ui«  Speechi  83.  86 
Com-Uws,  1108.  1119 

BiddelPs  atate,  I.  aR/  613  ;  e.  IR.*  893  ; 
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Russell,  Rt  Hon.  Lord  J.  "-conHnH^ 
Public  Business,  516, 518 
Resignation  of  Ministers,  476, 483 
Speaker,  Election  of  the,  9 
Vacation  of  Seats— Mei«ber  for  Ripon, 

678 

Rtotta  see  Com 
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Riuon,  E«rl  of 
Addr^  1q  Anther  to  the  Speech,  Amend.  35, 

60 
Flnandil  Meaiures,  1096. 1099 
Slave  Timde,  610, 1194 

Roebuck,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Sp^eehi  188,  lU ; 

Report,  465 
Explanation — Mr.  J.  S.  Woriley,  484f 
WleoAf  Mm-^Uuited  SUUes,  963 
Privilege,  Breach  of— "The  Times,''  504, 507, 
508, 509 

RoUeston,  Colonel  L. 
Solicitor  to  the  Hone  OIHee,  669 

Rowfi  VmevteM^Kemtngtnn  Gurdent^  c.  Leave, 
518  }  IR,*  5^4  ;  2R.  673  j  Com,  702  :  3R,* 
737;  /.  lR.«  813;  2R.  913;  3R.»  1046; 
v^^       Royal  aKent,  lios 

Nlu$hbrQk«,  Cgloqel  R, 

Saxmuodnam  Agricultural  Association,  828 

Russell,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  J. 
Address  in  Ai\»wer  to  the  Speech,  193,217, 

499, 456 
Administration,  Policy  of  the,  524, 552, 601 
Explanation— Mr.  J.  S.  Wortley,  485 
MIecellaiieous  Estimates,  644 
Poor  Law  Gammiuion  Cooiinuanet,^.  719 
Private  Bills,  Committees  oq,  689 
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Sandon,  Viscount 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech.  871 
Admiuiatfatioo,  Policy  of  the,  582,  i>85, 588 
Anglo  Portuguese  Legion,  1015.  1017 
Bolton,  Distress  at,  1041 
Poor  Law  Commission  Continnaiioe,  Com.  904 
Timber  DuUes  (Canada),  916 

Saxmundham   JgricuUural 
Queen,  c,  824 
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Scarborough,  Earl  of  see  Indemnity 
Schools  of  Design  see  Provincial 
Scotland  see  Caledonian  Canal'^Lunatics 

Scott,  Mr.  R. 
Ways  and  Means,  860 

Seamen's  Pay  Abroad  see  Navy  Pay 

Sharet  Strvic^  e.  665  fA.  144,  N.  7,  M.  137] 
665  .  ^ 

Shaw,  Rt.  Hon.  F. 
Poor  Law  Commission  Continuance,  f  R.  71 1 

Sibthorp,  Colonel  C.  D.  W. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  293 
Miscellaneous  Estimates,  641 
Poor  Law  Commission  Continuance,  Con.  994 
Sollelter  to  the  Heme  OAee,  658, 663 
Vice  Chancellor,  Retired,  Aonaity  lo.  Report, 

737 
Ways  and  Means,  851 

Slave  TVad9, 1,^0%  I  <7.620j  /.1114 

Smith,  Rt.  Hon.  R.  V. 
Adminlsttatlon,  Polloy  ef  the,  508 
Education  in  Slave  Colonies,  667 
Poor  Law  Commission  Continnaoee,  Com.  889 

Sinythe,Hon.G.  P,  S, 
Maynooth,  669 

Solicitor-Oenatal,  The  (Sir  W.  W.  FoUett) 
Administration  of  Justice,  Compel.  56, 748, 751 
Carnarvon,  Borough  of,  1139 
Uws,  Expiring,  Com,  919 

Solicitor  to  the  Home  Ofice^  c.  656;  /.  822 

So^eUort  seo  Atiomeys 

Somerset,  Rt,  Hon,  Lord  G.C.  H. 
PrivaUBueiness,  1129 

Speahsr,  Electimtqf  <H  c.  3  j  /.  jbmrmmi  of, 
11;  c.  12  ^^ 

Speaker,  The  (Rt.  Hon,  C.  S.  Lefevre) 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  194. 279, 449 
Administration  of  Justice,  2Rr60X  ^  ^T^ 
Bolton,  Distress  at,  1095^'  uyATOOgle 
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Speaker,  Tho.inga»h'ttH<A 
Cork  CouQty  and  Meatb  61eetioo9,  £03 
Cwn  from  fta«i«»  736 
Electors,  Intimidation  of,  1156, 1U7 
Explanation— Mr.  J,  S.  Wortley,  485 
Poor  Law  Commission  Continuance,  2R.  717 ; 

Report,  1006|  1007 
Privilege,  Breach  of—"  The  Times,'*  507. 508, 

509 
Speaker,  Approval  of  the,  11, 12 
Supremacy,  Oaths  of— Petitions  of  Members, 

475,476 

Spencer,  Earl 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  16, 99 

SpirU^  CorporMm  LeoHi,  L  1R.«  473 

Stanley,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord 
Africa,  Mieskm  to— Dr.  Madden,  1004 
Falkland  Islands,  1013 
Ratigiatioii  of  MinUtera,  479 

Statutes,  Old  Penal,  I.  403 

Stewart,  Mr.  P.  M. 
Address  in  Answer  to  the  Speech,  284 
Distress  of  the  Country,  758 

Sugden,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  B.  B. 
Vacation  of  Seats— Member  for  Ripon,  613, 
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